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Editorial  Method  and  Apparatus 

In  its  treatment  of  documents  this  edition  of  delegate  letters  strives 
to  achieve  a  middle  ground  between  facsimile  reproduction  and  thor- 
ough modernization.  The  original  spelling  and  grammar  are  allowed 
to  stand  except  where  editorial  changes  or  insertions  are  required  to 
make  the  text  intelligible.  Words  omitted  through  oversight,  however, 
have  been  supplied  at  appropriate  places  in  italic  type  in  brackets,  and 
obvious  slips  of  the  pen  and  inadvertent  repetitions  are  usually  silently 
corrected.  Capitalization  and  punctuation  have  been  standardized  ac- 
cording to  certain  conventions.  Each  sentence  begins  with  a  capital 
letter,  as  do  all  proper  and  geographic  names  as  well  as  days  of  the 
week  and  months  of  the  year.  Doubtful  cases  have  been  resolved  in 
favor  of  modern  usage;  otherwise  the  usage  of  the  original  texts  has 
been  followed.  Generally,  abbreviations,  contractions,  and  monetary 
signs  are  preserved  as  they  appear  in  manuscript  except  when  they  are 
ambiguous  or  misleading.  On  the  other  hand,  the  thorn  and  the  tilde 
are  consistently  expanded.  "Ye"  always  appears  as  "The,"  for  instance, 
and  "recvd"  as  "received."  Likewise,  "pr."  and  tailed  p's  are  always  ex- 
panded to  "per,"  "pre,"  or  "pro,"  as  the  case  demands.  Finally,  super- 
script letters  are  always  lowered  to  the  line. 

Gaps  in  the  text  are  indicated  by  ellipses  in  brackets  for  missing 
words  and  by  blank  spaces  in  brackets  for  missing  numbers.  Conjec- 
tural readings  are  supplied  in  roman  type  in  brackets,  and  editorial  in- 
sertions in  italic  type  in  brackets.  Material  canceled  in  manuscript  but 
restored  to  the  printed  text  is  included  in  italic  type  in  angle  brackets 
("square  parentheses").  Marginalia  in  letters  are  treated  as  postscripts 
if  not  obviously  keyed  to  the  body  of  the  document,  and  postscripts 
which  appear  without  explicit  designation  are  supplied  with  a  P.S.  in 
brackets.  Documents  are  arranged  chronologically,  with  more  than 
one  document  of  the  same  date  arranged  alphabetically  according  to 
writer.  Documents  dated  only  by  the  month  or  by  the  year  are  placed 
at  the  end  of  the  respective  month  or  year.  Place-and-date  lines  always 
appear  on  the  same  line  with  the  salutation  regardless  of  their  posi- 
tion in  the  manuscript. 

A  descriptive  note  at  the  foot  of  each  entry  provides  abbreviations 
indicating  the  nature  and  location  of  the  document  when  it  was 
copied  for  this  project,  except  for  privately  owned  manuscripts  whose 
ownership  is  explained.  The  descriptive  note  also  contains  informa- 
tion on  the  document's  authorship  if  explanation  is  necessary,  and  en- 
dorsements or  addresses  are  quoted  when  they  contain  more  than 
routine  information.  Other  editorial  practices  employed  in  this  work 
are  explained  in  the  sections  on  editorial  apparatus  which  follow. 
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TEXTUAL  DEVICES 
The  following  devices  will  be  used  in  this  work  to  clarify  the  text. 

[...],[....]  One  or  two  words  missing  and  not  conjecturable. 

[...]  1,  [....]  ]         More  than  two  words  missing;  subjoined  footnote 
estimates  amount  of  material  missing. 

[     ]  Number  or  part  of  a  number  missing  or  illegible. 

[      ]  I  Blank  space  in  manuscript;  explanation  in  sub- 

joined footnote. 

[roman]  Conjectural  reading  for  missing  or  illegible  matter; 

question  mark  inserted  if  reading  is  doubtful. 

[italic]  Editorial  insertion  in  the  text. 

(italic)  Matter  crossed  out  in  manuscript  but  restored. 

DESCRIPTD7E  SYMBOLS 

The  following  symbols  are  used  in  this  work  to  describe  the  kinds  of 
documents  drawn  upon.  When  more  than  one  symbol  is  used  in  the  de- 
scriptive note,  the  first  to  appear  is  that  from  which  the  main  text  is  taken. 

RC       recipient's  copy 
FC        file  copy 
LB       letterbook  copy 
MS       manuscript 

Tr        transcript  (used  to  designate  not  only  contemporary  and  later 
handwritten  copies  of  manuscripts,  but  also  printed  documents) 

LOCATION  SYMBOLS 

The  following  symbols,  denoting  institutions  holding  the  manuscripts 
in  the  present  volume,  are  taken  from  Symbols  of  American  Libraries,  14th 
ed.  (Washington:  Library  of  Congress,  1992) .  Each  volume  of  this  edi- 
tion will  contain  a  revised  list. 

CSmH  Henry  E.  Huntington  Library,  San  Marino,  Calif. 

CtHi  Connecticut  Historical  Society,  Hartford 

CtY  Yale  University,  New  Haven 

DLC  Library  of  Congress 

DLC(ESR)         Library  of  Congress,  Early  State  Records  Collection 

DNA  National  Archives  and  Records  Administration 

DeHi  Historical  Society  of  Delaware,  Wilmington 

ICHi  Chicago  Historical  Society 

ICU  University  of  Chicago 

IMunS  Saint  Mary  of  the  Lake  Seminary,  Mundelein,  111. 
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InU-Li  Lilly  Library,  Indiana  University,  Bloomington 

M-Ar  Massachusetts  Archives,  Boston 

MB  Boston  Public  Library,  Boston 

MBU  Boston  University,  Boston 

MH-H  Harvard  University,  Houghton  Library,  Cambridge 

MHi  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston 

MNS  Smith  College,  Northampton,  Mass. 

MSaE  Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass. 

MWA  American  Antiquarian  Society,  Worcester,  Mass. 

MdAA  Maryland  Hall  of  Records,  Annapolis 

MdHi  Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore 

MeHi  Maine  Historical  Society,  Portland 

MiU-C  William  L.  Clements  Library,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

MCooHi  New  York  State  Historical  Association,  Cooperstown,  N.Y. 

NHi  New- York  Historical  Society,  New  York 

NHpR  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  Library,  Hyde  Park,  N.Y. 

NIC  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.Y. 

NN  New  York  Public  Library,  New  York 

NNC  Columbia  University,  New  York 

NNPM  Pierpont  Morgan  Library,  New  York 

Nc-Ar  North  Carolina  State  Department  of  Archives  and 

History,  Raleigh 

NcD  Duke  University,  Durham,  N.C. 

NcU  University  of  North  Carolina,  Chapel  Hill 

Nh-Ar  New  Hampshire  Division  of  Archives  and  Records 

Management,  Concord 

NhHi  New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,  Concord 

NjHi  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Newark 

NjMoHP  Morristown  National  Historical  Park,  Morristown,  N.J. 

NjP  Princeton  University,  Princeton,  N.J. 

NjR  Rutgers  University,  New  Brunswick,  N.J. 

OClWHi  Western  Reserve  Historical  Society,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

PHC  Haverford  College,  Haverford,  Pa. 

PHarH  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission, 

Harrisburg 

PHi  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia 

PP  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia 

PPAmP  American  Philosophical  Society,  Philadelphia 

PPC  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia 

PPIn  Independence  National  Historical  Park,  Philadelphia 

PPL  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia 

PPRF  Rosenbach  Foundation,  Philadelphia 

PWacD  David  Library  of  the  American  Revolution,  Washington 

Crossing,  Pa. 

R-Ar  Rhode  Island  State  Archives,  Providence 

RPB  Brown  University,  Providence 


vi  Editorial  Method  and  Aim-  \k  \  i  i  s 

RPJCB  Jonn  Carter  Brown  Library,  Providence 

ScCoAH  South  Carolina  Department  of  Archives  and  History, 

Columbia 

TxU  University  of" Texas,  Austin 

Vi  Virginia  State  Library',  Richmond 

ViHi  Virginia  Historical  Society,  Richmond 

ViMtvL  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association,  Mount  Vernon,  Va. 

VtU  University  of  Vermont,  Burlington 
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NOVEMBER  1784-NOVEMBER  1785 

November  1         Convenes  at  Trenton,  two  states  represented. 

November  29        Achieves  quorum,  seven  states  represented. 

November  30        Elects  Richard  Henry  Lee  president. 

December  3  Registers  commission  of  Swedish  consul  Charles 
Hellstedt;  orders  redeployment  of  Fort  Stanwix 
troops  to  West  Point. 

December  7  Countermands  redeployment  of  Fort  Stanwix 
troops,  who  are  ordered  to  Fort  Rensselaer. 

December  8  Receives  Massachusetts  and  New  York  agents  as- 
sembled to  select  judges  for  hearing  land  claim 
dispute  between  the  two  states. 

December  11  Rejects  motion  to  adjourn  from  Trenton;  com- 
mends the  marquis  de  Lafayette. 

December  14  Postpones  election  of  treasury  commissioners; 
directs  Benjamin  Franklin  to  delay  signing  con- 
sular convention  with  France. 

December  15  Receives  Spanish  announcement  closing  Missis- 
sippi River. 

December  17  Elects  chaplain  to  Congress;  resolves  to  appoint 
minister  to  Spain. 

December  20  Overturns  decision  to  create  two  capitals;  appro- 
priates $100,000  for  capital  buildings. 

December  23  Adopts  ordinance  "for  fixing  upon  a  place  for 
the  residence  of  Congress." 

December  24  Certifies  selection  of  judges  for  hearing  Mas- 
sachusetts-New York  land  claim  dispute;  ad- 
journs to  New  York  City. 

January  1 1         Reconvenes,  five  states  represented. 

January  13        Achieves  quorum,  seven  states  represented. 

January  18        Accepts  offer  of  New  York  City  Hall  for  the  use 
of  Congress. 
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January  20  Communicates  to  states  intelligence  on  the  pre- 
cariousness  of  United  States  credit  abroad. 

January  24  Orders  preparation  of  a  requisition  on  the  states 
for  1785. 

January  25  Elects  treasury  commissioners;  tables  L'Enfant 
plan  for  establishing  a  corps  of  engineers. 

January  27  Adopts  ordinance  "for  ascertaining  the  powers 
and  duties  of  the  Secretary  at  War." 

January  31         Resolves  to  appoint  minister  to  Great  Britain. 

February  1        Ratifies  terms  of  a  two-million-guilder  Dutch  loan. 

February  2  Adopts  proclamation  urging  states  to  penalize  coun- 
terfeiting. 

February  7  Approves  lease  of  public  buildings  at  Carlisle, 
Pa.,  to  Dickinson  College;  orders  removal  of 
War  Office,  Post  Office,  and  Treasury  offices  to 
New  York. 

February  10        Elects  Philip  Schuyler  commissioner  for  plan- 
ning federal  capital. 

February  1 1        Adopts  regulations  for  the  office  for  foreign  af- 
fairs, conceding  to  Secretary  Jay's  demands. 

February  18        Limits  terms  of  ministers  abroad. 

February  21         Resolves  to  send  commissioners  to  the  Illinois  set- 
dements. 

February  24        Appoints  John  Adams  minister  to  Great  Britain. 

March  4        Opens  debate  on  western  land  ordinance. 

March  7        Autiiorizes  Benjamin  Franklin's  return  to  America; 
resolves  to  appoint  minister  to  the  Netherlands. 

March  8        Elects  Heniy  Knox  secretary  at  war. 

March  10        Elects  Thomas  Jefferson  minister  to  France. 

March  11         Adopts  instructions  for  negotiating  with  the 
Barbary  states. 

March  15        Adopts  instructions  for  the  southern  Indian 
commissioners. 

March  16        Rejects  motion  to  limit  slavery  in  the  territories. 

March  17        Imposes  12-month  limit  for  submission  of 
claims  against  the  United  States. 
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March  18  Adopts  instructions  for  the  western  Indian  com- 
missioners. 

March  21  Elects  southern  Indian  commissioners;  thanks 
king  of  Denmark  for  offer  to  ordain  American 
candidates  for  holy  orders. 

March  28  Receives  report  on  granting  Congress  com- 
merce powers. 

March  31  Adopts  ordinance  for  regulating  the  office  of 
secretary  of  Congress;  receives  report  on  1785 
requisition. 

April  1  Debates  Continental  military  needs. 

April  7  Authorizes  military  establishment  of  700  troops. 

April  14  Reads  revised  western  land  ordinance. 

April  18  Accepts  Massachusetts  western  land  cession. 

April  22-28  Debates  western  land  ordinance. 

April  29  Appeals  to  states  to  maintain  representation. 

May  2-6  Debates  western  land  ordinance. 

May  9-10  Fails  to  achieve  quorum  (five  states). 

May  12  Fails  to  achieve  quorum  (six  states). 

May  13  Receives  coinage  report. 

May  18-19  Debates  western  land  ordinance. 

May  20        Adopts  western  land  ordinance;  appeals  to  North 
Carolina  to  repeat  western  land  cession. 

May  24        Fails  to  achieve  quorum  (four  states). 

May  27        Renews  appointment  of  geographer  of  the 
United  States;  appoints  13  continental  surveyors. 

June  1        Authorizes  appointment  of  federal  court  to  de- 
cide South  Carolina-Georgia  boundary  dispute. 

June  3        Publishes  treaties  with  the  Indians  negotiated  at 
Fort  Stanwix  and  Fort  Mcintosh. 

June  6        Authorizes  negotiation  of  an  Indian  treaty  at 
Vincennes. 

June  7        Discharges  Fort  Pitt  garrison. 
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June  14        Responds  to  French  announcement  of  the  birth 
of  a  second  heir  to  the  throne. 

June  17        Orders  John  Jay  to  plan  audience  for  the  Span- 
ish plenipotentiary  Diego  de  Gardoqui. 

June  20        Orders  inquiry  into  the  administration  of  the 
late  superintendent  of  finance. 

June  21        Orders  annual  inquiry  into  treasury  administration. 

June  23        Appoints  William  Livingston  minister  to  the 
Netherlands  (declines). 

June  29        Asks  Virginia  to  provide  military  support  for  In- 
dian commissioners. 

June  30        Orders  a  study  of  mail  transportation. 

July  1         Rejects  motion  to  abolish  court  of  appeals,  but 
terminates  salaries  of  the  judges. 

July  2        Receives  Diego  de  Gardoqui. 

July  4        Celebrates  Independence  Day. 

July  5        Appoints  John  Rutledge  minister  to  the  Nether- 
lands (declines). 

July  6        Adopts  the  dollar  as  the  money  unit  of  the 
United  States. 

July  1 1  Continues  rations  for  Canadian  refugees. 

July  12  Receives  Post  Office  report. 

July  13-14  Debates  granting  Congress  commerce  power. 

July  18  Debates  1785  requisition. 

July  20  Abolishes  commissary  of  military  stores. 

July  22  Debates  1785  requisition. 

July  25  Abolishes  quartermaster  department. 

July  28-29  Debates  1785  requisition. 

August  1-3  Debates  1785  requisition. 

August  5        Orders  removal  of  the  treasurer's  office  to  New 
York  (by  October  1). 

August  10-13        Recesses. 
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August  15 
August  17 

August  18 

August  25 

August  29 

September  2-3 

September  5 

September  7 


September  13-17 
September  19-21 

September  22-26 
September  27 
September  29 

October  5 

October  7 
October  12 

October  17-18 


Thanks  king  of  Spain  for  sending  Gardoqui  mis- 
sion. 

Appoints  Samuel  Holten  chairman  in  the  absence 
of  President  Lee  (through  September  29)  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health;  Secretary  Thomson  to  re- 
port delegate  attendance  monthly. 

Endorses  conduct  of  Massachusetts  governor 
James  Bowdoin  in  controversy  with  British  naval 
captain  Henry  Stanhope. 

Grants  John  Jay  greater  latitude  in  negotiating 
with  Gardoqui. 

Abolishes  committee  of  the  week  (duties  trans- 
ferred to  secretary  of  Congress. 

Fails  to  achieve  quorum  (five  states  and  two 
states) . 

Receives  John  Jay  report  on  British  occupation 
of  northwest  posts. 

Authorizes  John  Jay  to  inspect  the  mails  when- 
ever required  by  United  States  "safety  or  inter- 
est"; approves  the  conveyance  of  mails  by  stage 
carriages. 

Debates  1785  requisition. 

Debates  appeal  of  Connecticut  settlers  in  the 
Wyoming  valley. 

Debates  1785  requisition. 

Adopts  1785  requisition. 

Authorizes  commission  to  settle  Massachusetts- 
New  York  eastern  boundary. 

Orders  postmaster  general  to  extend  system  of 
posts. 

Debates  threat  of  western  separatism. 

Authorizes  troops  to  attend  western  Indian  ne- 
gotiations; exhorts  states  to  meet  fiscal  quotas. 

Mourns  death  of  Virginia  delegate  Samuel 
Hardy  (age  27). 
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October  20        Receives  John  Jay  report  on  naval  threat  of  Barbary 
states. 

October  21-22        Fails  to  achieve  quorum  (six  states  and  one 
state). 

October  25        Fails  to  achieve  quorum  (four  states). 

October  27        Rejects  proposal  to  create  consular  establish- 
ment. 

October  28        Confers  consular  powers  on  ministers  abroad. 

November  2  Postpones  convening  of  court  to  determine 
Massachusetts-New  York  western  land  claims 
dispute;  suspends  recruitment  for  700  troop  es- 
tablishment. 

November  4        Congressional  session  expires. 


List  of  Delegates  to  Congress 

This  section  lists  both  the  dates  on  which  delegates  were  elected  to 
terms  falling  within  the  period  covered  by  this  volume  and  the  inclu- 
sive dates  of  their  attendance.  The  former  are  generally  ascertainable 
from  contemporary  state  records,  but  the  latter  are  often  elusive  bits 
of  information  derived  from  the  journals  of  Congress  or  extrapolated 
from  references  contained  in  the  delegates'  correspondence,  and  in 
many  cases  the  "facts"  are  inevitably  conjectural.  It  is  not  possible  to 
determine  interruptions  in  the  attendance  of  many  delegates,  and  no 
attempt  has  been  made  to  record  interruptions  in  service  caused  by 
illness  or  brief  trips  home,  especially  of  delegates  from  New  York, 
Connecticut,  and  New  Jersey  living  within  easy  access  of  Congress.  For 
occasional  references  to  such  periods  of  intermittent  service  as  survive 
in  the  correspondence  and  notes  of  various  delegates,  see  the  index 
under  individual  delegates.  Until  fuller  information  is  provided  in  a 
consolidated  summary  of  delegate  attendance  in  the  final  volume  of 
this  series,  the  reader  is  advised  to  consult  Burnett,  Letters, 
7:lxiii-lxxvii,  8:lxxxiii-xcviii,  for  additional  information  on  conjectural 
dates  of  attendance.  Brief  biographical  sketches  of  all  the  delegates 
are  available  in  the  Biographical  Directory  of  the  United  States  Congress, 
1774-1989,  and  fuller  sketches  of  more  than  half  of  the  delegates  can 
be  found  in  the  Dictionary  of  American  Biography. 

CONNECTICUT 

foseph  Piatt  Cooke 

Elected:  May  13,  1784;  May  12,  1785 

Attended:  December  2-24,  1784;  January  13  to  April  20;  May  16  to 

October  27,  1785 
William  Hillhouse 

Elected:  May  12,  1785 

Did  not  attend  Congress 
William  Samuel  Johnson 

Elected:  October  27,  1784;  May  12,  1785 

Attended:  January  13  to  February  25;  March  11  to  May  4;  May  19  to 

July  29;  August  25  to  October  21,  1785 
Stephen  Mix  Mitchell 

Elected:  May  12,  1785 

Did  not  attend  November  1784  to  November  1785 
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William  Pitkin 

Elected:  May  13,  1784 

Did  not  attend  Congress 
Jedediah  Strong 

Elected:  May  13,  1784 

Did  not  attend  Congress 
Jonathan  Sturges 

Elected:  May  12,  1785 

Did  not  attend  in  1785 
John  Treadwell 

Elected:  May  13,  1784;  May  12,  1785 

Did  not  attend  Congress 
James  Wadsworth 

Elected:  May  13,  1784;  May  12,  1785 

Did  not  attend  November  1784  to  November  1785 
William  Williams 

Elected:  May  13,  1784 

Did  not  attend  in  1784-85 

DELAWARE 

Gunning  Bedford,  Jr. 

Elected:  October  26,  1784 

Attended:  December  1-11,  1784;  March  18  to  April  23;  August  31  to 

September  27,  1785 
Samuel  Patterson 

Elected:  October  26,  1784 

Did  not  attend  Congress 
James  Tilton 

Elected:  October  26,  1784 

Did  not  attend  November  1784  to  November  1785 
John  Vining 

Elected:  October  26,  1784 

Attended:  December  1-14,  1784;  March  21  to  May  5;  July  8  to 

August  3;  August  31  to  October  14,  1785 

GEORGIA 

Abraham  Baldwin 

Elected:  January  9,  1785 

Attended:  May  30  to  October  13,  1785 
William.  Few 

Elected:  February  23,  1784;  January  19,  1785 

Did  not  attend  in  1784-85 


xx  List  of  Delegates  to  Congress 

William  Gibbons 

Elected:  February  23,  1784;  January  19,  1785 

Attended:  November  1  to  December  24,  1784 
John  Habersham 

Elected:  January  19,  1785 

Attended:  May  30  to  October  27,  1785 
Joseph  Habersham 

Elected:  January  9,  1784 

Did  not  attend  Congress 
William  Houstoun 

Elected:  January  9,  1784;  January  19,  1785 

Attended:  November  1  to  December  24,  1784;  January  19  to  Novem- 
ber 4,  1785 
Lachlan  Mcintosh 

Elected:  February  23,  1784 

Did  not  attend  Congress 
Edward  Telfair 

Elected:  January  9,  1784;  January  19,  1785 

Did  not  attend  in  1784-85 

MARYLAND 

Jeremiah  Townley  Chase 

Elected:  December  9,  1783 

Did  not  attend  in  1784 
Samuel  Chase 

Elected:  November  26,  1783;  December  4,  1784 

Did  not  attend  in  1784-85 
John  Hall 

Elected:  December  9,  1783 

Did  not  attend  in  1784 
John  Henry 

Elected:  December  17,  1784 

Attended:  March  11  to  June  30,  1785 
William  Hindman 

Elected:  December  17,  1784 

Attended:  February  8  to  November  4,  1785 
Thomas  Johnson 

Elected:  December  4,  1784 

Declined 
Edward  Lloyd 

Elected:  November  26,  1783 

Did  not  attend  in  1784 
James  McHenry 

Elected:  November  26,  1783;  December  4,  1784 

Attended:  January  12  to  April  5;  April  20  to  June  21;  July  12  to 

September  27;  October  19  to  November  4,  1785 
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Luther  Martin 

Elected:  December  17,  1784 

Did  not  attend  Congress 
Richard  Ridgely 

Elected:  December  4,  1784 

Declined 
Gustavus  Scott 

Elected:  December  4,  1784 

Did  not  attend  Congress 
William  Smallwood 

Elected:  December  4,  1784 

Declined 
Thomas  Stone 

Elected:  November  26,  1783 

Did  not  attend  November  1784 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Tristram  Dalton 

Elected:  June  17,  1784 

Did  not  attend  Congress 
Francis  Dana 

Elected:  June  17,  1784 

Did  not  attend  November  1784  to  November  1785 
Nathan  Dane 

Elected:  June  16,  1784 

Did  not  attend  June  to  November  4,  1785 
Elbridge  Gerry 

Elected:  June  17,  1784 

Attended:  December  6-24,  1784;  January  31  to  March  9?;  July  12  to 

November  4,  1785 
Nathaniel  Gorham 

Elected:  November  3,  1784;  June  16,  1785 

Did  not  attend  November  1784  to  November  1785 
John  Hancock 

Elected:  June  16,  1785 

Did  not  attend  June  to  November  1785 
Samuel  Holten 

Elected:  June  17,  1784 

Attended:  November  1  to  December  24,  1784;  January  11  to  March 

24;  April  6  to  October  20,  1785 
Rufus  King 

Elected:  November  3,  1784;  June  16,  1785 

Attended:  December  6-24,  1784;  January  1 1  to  November  4,  1785 
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George  Partridge 

Elected:  June  17,  1784 

Attended:  November  29  to  December  24,  1784;  January  1 1  to  March 

9?,  1785 
Theodore  Sedgwick 

Elected:  June  16,  1784 

Did  not  attend  June  to  November  1785 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

George  Atkinson 

Elected:  June  21,  1785 

Did  not  attend  Congress 
Jonathan  Blanchard 

Elected:  June  11,  1784 

Did  not  attend  November  1784  to  November  1785 
Abiel  Foster 

Elected:  June  11,  1784 

Attended:  December  2-24,  1784;  January  11  to  October  6,  1785 
Woodbury  Langdon 

Elected:  June  21,  1785 

Did  not  attend  in  1784-85 
Samuel  Livermore 

Elected:  November  3,  1784 

Did  not  attend  November  1784  to  November  1785 
Pierse  Long 

Elected:  November  2,  1784;  June  21,  1785 

Attended:  January  11  to  May  30;  June  22  to  July  19;  July  28  to 

November  4,  1785 
Elisha  Payne 

Elected:  November  3,  1784 

Did  not  attend  Congress 
Nathaniel  Peabody 

Elected:  June  21,  1785 

Did  not  attend  in  1785 

NEW  JERSEY 

John  Beatty 

Elected:  October  29,  1784 

Attended:  November  11  to  December  11?  1784;  January  11  to  April 

14;  May  13-31?  1785 
Lambert  Cadwalader 

Elected:  October  29,  1784;  October  28,  1785 

Attended:  January  11  to  April  5;  July  25  to  October  14,  1785 
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Samuel  Dick 

Elected:  October  29,  1784 

Attended:  December  11P-24,  1784;  May  16  to  July  22,  1785 
Josiah  Horn  blower 

Elected:  October  28,  1785 

Did  not  attend  October  28  to  November  4,  1785 
William  Churchill  Houston 

Elected:  October  29,  1784 

Attended:  November  11  to  December  24,  1784;  June  21  to  July  1; 

October  12-17,  1785 
Charles  Steivart 

Elected:  October  29,  1784 

Attended:  December  10-23,  1784;  January  10  to  April  15;  May  23  to 

July  8;  September  14  to  October  7,  1785 
John  Cleves  Symmes 

Elected:  October  28,  1785 

Did  not  attend  October  28  to  November  4,  1785 

NEW  YORK 

Egbert  Benson 

Elected:  October  26,  1784 

Attended:  December  2-24,  1784 
John  Haring 

Elected:  March  19,  1785;  March  26,  1785 

Attended:  April  1 1-29;  June  6-13?;  July  26  to  November  4,  1785 
John  Jay 

Elected:  October  26,  P«4 

Attended:  Decern ^c  6-24,  1784 
John  Lansing 

Elected:  October  26,  1784 

Attended:  June  13-27;  July  11-22,  1785 
John  Laurance 

Elected:  March  19,  1785;  March  26,  1785 

Attended:  April  27  to  May  20;  May  30  to  July  2;  July  26  to  October  6; 

October  28  to  November  4,  1 785 
Robert  R.  Livingston 

Elected:  November  27,  1784 

Attended:  December  7-24,  1784;  January  31  to  April  7;  June  6?-7, 

1785 
Walter  Livingston 

Elected:  October  26,  1784 

Attended:  December  7-24,  1784;  January  17  to  April  6,  1785 
Zephaniah  Piatt 

Elected:  October  26,  1784;  March  26,  1785 

Attended:  January  11  to  March  23,  1785 
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Melancton  Smith 

Elected:  March  19,  1785;  March  26,  1785 

Attended:  March  29  to  November  4,  1 785 
Peter  W.  Yates 

Elected:  March  26,  1785 

Did  not  attend  in  1785 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Timothy  Bloodworth 

Elected:  November  20,  1784 

Did  not  attend  in  1784-85 
William  Blount 

Elected:  November  20,  1784 

Did  not  attend  in  1784-85 
William  Cumming 

Elected:  May  24,  1784 

Attended:  July  21  to  October  17,  1785 
Charles  Johnson 

Elected:  November  20,  1784 

Did  not  attend  Congress 
Adlai  Osborn 

Elected:  May  22,  1784;  November  20,  1784 

Did  not  attend  Congress 
Thomas  Person 

Elected:  May  11,  1784 

Did  not  attend  Congress 
John  Sitgreaves 

Elected:  May  11,  1784;  November  20,  1784 

Attended:  January  17  to  May  6,  1785 
Benjamin  Smith 

Elected:  May  22,  1784 

Did  not  attend  Congress 
Richard  Dobbs  Spaight 

Elected:  May  11,  1784;  November  22,  1784 

Attended:  November  29  to  December  24,  1784;  January  19  to  Febru- 
ary 1;  February  15  to  March  29;  May  23  to  June  7,  1785 
Hugh  Williamson 

Elected:  April  23,  1784 

Attended:  November  1  to  December  24,  1784;  January  11  to  May  13,  1785 
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Matthew  Clarkson 

Elected:  February  19,  1785 
Did  not  attend  Congress 
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Joseph  Gardner 

Elected:  November  16,  1784 

Attended:  November  29  to  December  24,  1784;  January  17  to  May  6; 

June  7  to  August  3?;  September  8?  to  November  4,  1785 
Edward  Hand 

Elected:  November  12,  1783 

Did  not  attend  November  1784 
William  Henry 

Elected:  November  16,  1784 

Attended:  November  29  to  December  24,  1 784;  January  25  to  June 

24?  1785 
David  Jackson 

Elected:  February  19,  1785 

Attended:  April  21  to  November  4,  1785 
Thomas  Mifflin 

Elected:  November  12,  1783 

Did  not  attend  November  1784 
John  Montgomery 

Elected:  November  12,  1783 

Did  not  attend  November  1784 
William  Montgomery 

Elected:  November  16,  1784 

Did  not  attend  Congress 
Cadivalader  Morris 

Elected:  November  12,  1783;  November  16,  1784 

Did  not  attend  November  1784  to  November  1785 
Charles  Pettit 

Elected:  April  7,  1785 

Attended:  May  27  to  July  15?;  July  25  to  September  30,  1785 
Joseph  Reed 

Elected:  November  16,  1784 

Did  not  attend  in  1784-85 
James  Wilson 

Elected:  February  14,  1784;  April  7,  1785 

Attended:  April  26  to  May  5?;  July  5-8?;  July  28  to  August  3?; 

September  16-23?  1785 

RHODE  ISLAND 

John  Brown 

Elected:  May  5,  1784;  May  4,  1785 
Did  not  attend  Congress 
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George  Champlin 

Elected:  May  4,  1785 

Did  not  attend  Congress 
William  Ellery 

Elected:  May  5,  1784 

Attended:  November  30  to  December  24,  1784;  January  11  to  Au- 
gust 4;  September  8  to  November  4,  1785 
David  Howell 

Elected:  May  5,  1784 

Attended:  November  29  to  December  24,  1784;  January  11  to  May  5; 

May  25  to  November  4,  1 785 
Henry  Marchant 

Elected:  May  5,  1784 

Did  not  attend  in  1784-85 
Paul  Mumford 

Elected:  May  4,  1785 

Did  not  attend  Congress 
Peter  Philips 

Elected:  May  4,  1785 

Did  not  attend  Congress 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

John  Bull 

Elected:  March  9,  1784;  February  11,  1785 

Attended:  November  29  to  December  24,  1784;  January  18  to  February 

25;  March  11?  to  May  5;  June  9  to  September  22;  October  7?-27,  1785 
Alexander  Gillon 

Elected:  February  10,  1784 

Did  not  attend  Congress 
John  Kean 

Elected:  February  11,  1785 

Attended:  May  31  to  November  4,  1785 
Henry  Laurens 

Elected:  February  10,  1784 

Did  not  attend  in  1784-85 
Charles  Pinckney 

Elected:  March  23,  1784;  February  11,  1785 

Attended:  November  1  to  December  24,  1784;  January  17  to 

September  27;  October  13?  to  November  4,  1785 
David  Ramsay 

Elected:  February  11,  1785 

Attended:  May  13  to  August  10,  1785 
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Jacob  Read 

Elected:  February  10,  1784;  February  11,  1785 

Attended:  November  2  to  December  24,  1784;  January  18  to  March 

7?;  July  26  to  September  27?;  October  14?  to  November  4,  1785 

VIRGINIA 

William  Grayson 

Elected:  June  22,  1784 

Attended:  March  11  to  August  17?;  September  7  to  November  4, 

1785 
Samuel  Hardy 

Elected:  June  22,  1784 

Attended:  November  11  to  December  24,  1784;  January  17  to  April 

6;  June  15?  to  August  29;  September  13-27,  1785 
Richard  Henry  Lee 

Elected:  June  22,  1784 

Attended:  November  1  to  December  24,  1784;  January  11  to  August 

16?;  September  29  to  November  4,  1785 
John  Francis  Mercer 

Elected:  June  22,  1784 

Attended:  November  12  to  December  24,  1784 
James  Monroe 

Elected:  June  22,  1784 

Attended:  November  1  to  December  24,  1784;  January  17  to  March 

11;  March  31  to  August  17?  1785 
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Map  of  New  Jersey  endpapers 

"A  Sketch  of  the  Northern  Parts  of  New  Jersey,  Copied  from  the 
Original  by  Lieut.  J[ohn]  Hills,  23d  Regt.,  1781."  This  lower  right- 
hand  quadrant  of  Hills'  pen-and-ink  sketch  is  bisected  by  the  road 
from  Trenton  on  the  Delaware  River  to  Brunswick  on  the  Raritan. 
Congress  had  adjourned  from  Annapolis  June  3,  1784,  "to  meet  at 
Trenton  on  the  30th  day  of  October  next,"  but  was  unable  to  achieve 
a  quorum  at  its  new  location  until  November  29.  During  its  brief  ses- 
sion in  Trenton,  Congress  met  at  the  French  Arms  Tavern  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  King  and  Second  Streets  (modern  State  and  War- 
ren Streets),  of  which  no  contemporary  likeness  is  known.  The  New 
Jersey  Assembly  attempted  to  provide  Congress  a  comfortable  home 
and  helped  procure  a  "Dwelling  House"  for  its  president,  but  the  dele- 
gates soon  found  the  village's  accommodations  inadequate  to  its 
needs  and  on  December  24  "Adjourned  to  meet  at  the  City  of  New 
York,  on  the  11  day  of  January  next." 

Geography  and  Map  Division,  Library  of  Congress.  G3810.1781. 
H5Hillsl5. 

Richard  Henry  Lee  41 

Lee  (1732-94),  a  brother  of  Francis  Lightfoot,  William,  and  Arthur, 
grew  up  in  Westmoreland  County,  Va.,  and  became  politically  active  at 
an  early  age,  serving  as  a  county  justice  of  the  peace  in  1757  and  a 
member  of  the  legislature  in  1758.  Although  an  aristocratic  planter, 
Lee  early  identified  with  a  number  of  popular  causes  that  marked  Vir- 
ginia politics  during  the  1760s  and  1770s  and  emerged  as  a  leader  of 
Virginia's  opposition  to  British  rule.  He  was  elected  to  the  First  Conti- 
nental Congress  in  1774,  acquired  fame  by  introducing  Virginia's  "In- 
dependence" resolution  June  7,  1776,  and  eventually  served  nearly 
nine  years  on  that  national  stage.  He  was  a  key  Figure  in  the  Lee- 
Adams  (Virginia-Massachusetts)  faction  in  Congress  and  an  important 
actor  in  the  Deane-Lee  controversy  featuring  Silas  Deane  and  Lee's 
brother  Arthur.  Lee  served  as  president  of  Congress  from  November 
1784  to  November  1785.  He  was  elected  to  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion in  1787  but  declined  on  the  principled  ground  that  he  was  al- 
ready a  member  of  Congress  which  would  be  passing  judgment  on  the 
work  of  the  convention.  Long  an  opponent  of  centralizing  tendencies 
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in  Congress,  Lee  opposed  the  Constitution  when  it  was  submitted  to 
that  body  and  was  a  leader  of  the  antifederalist  opposition  to  its  ratifi- 
cation. His  "Letters  of  a  Federal  Farmer"  were  among  the  most  influ- 
ential of  all  antifederalist  tracts,  and  although  he  failed  to  block  im- 
plementation of  the  new  government  he  was  elected  to  the  first 
federal  Senate  and  there  worked  to  ensure  that  some  of  his  objections 
to  the  new  Constitution  were  embodied  in  the  Bill  of  Rights.  Lee's 
health  failed  halfway  into  his  term  and  he  resigned  from  the  Senate  in 
October  1792,  less  than  two  years  before  his  death  at  age  62. 

Painting  by  Charles  Willson  Peale.  Independence  National  Histori- 
cal Park. 

New  York  City  Hall  111 

The  City  Hall  (Federal  Hall  after  March  1789)  was  the  home  of 
Congress  from  January  1785  until  October  1788,  when  extensive  re- 
modeling was  begun  to  prepare  the  building  for  the  new  Congress 
under  the  federal  Constitution.  Having  adjourned  from  Trenton  on 
December  24,  1784,  Congress  reconvened  in  New  York  on  January  11 
as  scheduled,  but  only  five  states  were  represented  initially  and  a  quo- 
rum was  not  achieved  until  January  13.  The  following  day  the  mayor 
of  the  city,  James  Duane,  formally  offered  the  "Use  of  such  Parts  of 
the  City  Hall ...  [as  Congress]  might  judge  to  be  most  suitable  and 
commodious  for  their  Purposes,"  and  the  delegates  accordingly  took 
over  the  large  second  floor  chamber  previously  used  by  the  New  York 
Assembly.  Other  rooms  in  the  building  were  put  to  use  for  committee 
meetings  and  for  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  Congress.  The  etching 
reproduced  here,  from  the  August  1 789  issue  of  the  Columbian  Maga- 
zine, shows  the  building  after  the  remodeling  had  been  completed. 

Prints  and  Photographs  Division,  Library  of  Congress.  LC- 
USZ62-45577. 

Charles  Pinckney  133 

Pinckney  (1757-1824),  a  Charleston,  S.C.,  lawyer,  was  an  officer  in 
the  South  Carolina  militia  who  served  at  the  siege  of  Savannah  in 
1779  and  was  taken  prisoner  in  the  capitulation  of  Charleston  in  1780, 
remaining  in  British  custody  until  exchanged  in  June  1781.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  South  Carolina  House  of  Representatives  in  1779-80 
and  of  Congress  in  1785-87,  played  a  prominent  role  in  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  and  worked  vigorously  for  ratification  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  served  as  federalist  governor  of  South  Carolina  from 
1789  to  1792.  Pinckney  subsequently  broke  with  the  federalist  party 
over  Jay's  treaty  in  1795  and  was  returned  to  the  governorship  with 
Republican  support  in  1 796-97.  The  following  year  he  was  elected  to 
the  United  States  Senate  and  in  1801  President  Jefferson  appointed 
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Pinckney  minister  to  Spain.  He  was  elected  governor  of  South  Car- 
olina for  a  fourth  time  in  1806,  returned  to  the  South  Carolina  Assem- 
bly from  1810  to  1814,  and  completed  his  public  career  as  a  Demo- 
cratic representative  in  Congress  from  1819  to  1821.  In  the 
Confederation  Congress,  1785-87,  Pinckney  was  particularly  inter- 
ested in  policy  governing  the  western  territories  and  the  Indians  and 
in  Continental  requisitions  and  the  apportionment  of  state  quotas.  He 
was  also  a  leading  opponent  of  Spanish  efforts  to  close  the  Mississippi 
River  to  Americans  in  exchange  for  the  commercial  treaty  offered  by 
Diego  de  Gardoqui.  When  the  New  Jersey  Assembly  anounced  its  re- 
fusal to  comply  with  the  state's  Continental  quota  until  New  York  ac- 
ceded to  the  Continental  impost,  he  undertook  a  special  mission  to 
Trenton  to  obtain  a  reversal  of  the  decision. 

Painting  by  Gilbert  Stuart.  Philipse  Manor  Hall  State  Historic  Site, 
New  York  State  Office  of  Parks. 

William  Henry  221 

Henry  (1729-86)  was  a  Lancaster,  Pa.,  gunsmith  whose  great  skill 
at  his  craft  brought  him  considerable  fame  and  wealth.  He  served  as 
armorer  to  Pennsylvania  troops  during  the  French  and  Indian  War, 
established  a  laboratory  at  his  gunworks,  and  experimented  with  the 
steam  propulsion  of  boats  after  a  trip  to  England  in  1761  enabled  him 
to  witness  a  demonstration  of  James  Watt's  steam  engine.  He  joined 
the  American  Philosophical  Society  in  1768,  publishing  articles  on  his 
own  inventions,  and  gradually  entered  public  life  as  justice  of  the 
peace  and  as  assistant  justice  of  the  Lancaster  County  courts.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly  in  1776  and  the  Council  of 
Safety  in  1777,  became  treasurer  of  Lancaster  County  from  1777  to 
1786,  and  served  as  an  assistant  commissary  general  during  most  of 
the  war  for  independence.  He  was  elected  a  delegate  to  Congress  in 
1784  and  1785,  but  attended  only  five  months  in  1785,  the  year  before 
his  death.  Heniy  entered  Congress  in  the  midst  of  a  debate  over  estab- 
lishment of  a  court  to  adjudicate  the  claims  of  Connecticut  settlers  in 
Pennsylvania's  Wyoming  Valley.  He  urged  congressional  action  on  the 
appeals  of  Philadelphia  merchants  for  the  protection  of  their  trade 
against  Barbary  corsairs  and  worked  to  secure  the  appointment  of  ad- 
ditional auditors  for  the  settlement  of  Pennsylvania's  Continental  ac- 
counts. 

Etching  by  Albert  Rosenthal.  Prints  and  Photographs  Division,  Li- 
brary of  Congress.  LC-USZ62-54680. 

Jacob  Read  257 

Read  (1752-1816)  was  a  South  Carolina  lawyer  who  obtained  his 
legal  education  in  Savannah  and  in  London  at  Gray's  Inn.  He  joined 
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the  opposition  to  the  policies  of  the  North  Ministry  while  still  in  Eng- 
land, became  a  captain  in  the  Charleston  militia  upon  his  return  to 
America,  and  was  captured  when  the  city  fell  in  1780.  After  civil  gov- 
ernment was  restored  in  South  Carolina,  Read  served  in  the  Assembly 
in  1782,  on  the  Council  in  1783,  and  in  Congress  from  1783  to  1785. 
He  became  speaker  of  the  South  Carolina  House  of  Representatives 
in  1787,  a  member  of  the  South  Carolina  ratifying  convention  of 
1788,  and  a  Federalist  United  States  Senator,  1795-1801.  He  was  ap- 
pointed a  federal  district  judge  by  John  Adams  under  the  Judiciary 
Act  of  1801,  an  act  that  was  repealed  the  following  year  before  he 
could  take  office,  which  ended  his  public  career  except  for  his  tenure 
as  general  of  South  Carolina  militia,  1808-16.  In  Congress,  Read  was  a 
proponent  of  measures  for  invigorating  the  Continental  government, 
working  closely  with  delegates  like  James  Madison  and  John  Francis 
Mercer  who  articulated  proposals  for  strengthening  the  union.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  the  States  when  Congress  ad- 
journed from  Annapolis  in  1784  and  denounced  those  who  withdrew 
from  its  proceedings  and  brought  about  its  collapse.  He  was  con- 
cerned over  the  fiscal  problems  of  the  nation,  chaired  the  Grand 
Committee  on  the  requisition  for  1785,  and  urged  the  survey  of  west- 
ern lands  to  provide  Congress  a  revenue.  He  also  served  on  commit- 
tees concerned  with  Indian  negotiations  and  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers,  with  curbing  the  British  evacuation  of  slaves  in  violation  of 
the  Treaty  of  Paris,  with  punishing  the  mutineers  who  forced 
Congress  to  flee  Philadelphia  in  June  1783,  and  with  negotiations  with 
the  Barbary  States.  During  his  service  as  a  delegate  in  New  York  in 
1785,  Read  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  David  Van  Home,  a  de- 
ceased merchant  of  that  city. 

Painting  by  John  Trumbull.  Yale  University  Art  Gallery. 

William  Samuel  Johnson  347 

Johnson  (1727-1819),  the  son  of  the  first  president  of  King's  Col- 
lege, had  a  scholarly  bent,  graduated  from  Yale  at  the  age  of  16,  re- 
ceived an  A.M.  degree  from  Harvard  three  years  later,  and  eventually 
served  as  the  first  president  of  Columbia  College,  1787-1800.  A  resi- 
dent of  Stratford,  Conn.,  most  of  his  life,  he  was  elected  to  the  Con- 
necticut House  of  Representatives  in  1761  and  became  an  Assistant  in 
the  upper  house,  "the  first  Episcopalian  ever  bro't  into  the  Council," 
in  1766.  He  was  a  Connecticut  delegate  to  the  Stamp  Act  Congress  in 
1765  and  undertook  a  challenging  mission  to  London  to  defend  the 
colony's  title  to  the  Mohegan  lands  from  1767  to  1771.  He  was  elected 
a  delegate  to  the  First  Continental  Congress  in  1774  but  declined  to 
serve,  and  he  gradually  retired  to  the  sidelines  at  the  approach  of  the 
revolution.  He  was  arrested  and  confined  for  a  time  in  1779  when 
British  raids  on  the  Connecticut  coast  alarmed  the  state  against  sus- 
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pected  loyalists  but  was  released  after  taking  an  oath  to  the  state,  and 
was  employed  as  Connecticut  counsel  during  the  hearing  of  the 
Susquehannah  Company  land  claims  before  the  federal  court  at  Tren- 
ton in  1782.  He  was  a  delegate  to  Congress,  1785-87,  and  played  a 
major  role  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Constitutional  Convention. 
Elected  one  of  Connecticut's  original  United  States  senators,  he  re- 
tired in  1791  when  Congress'  removal  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia 
made  it  impossible  for  him  to  carry  on  that  work  and  his  duties  as 
president  of  Columbia  simultaneously.  In  Congress,  Johnson  contin- 
ued to  work  on  behalf  of  Connecticut's  claimants  in  Pennsylvania's 
Wyoming  Valley  and  sought  acceptance  of  Connecticut's  western  land 
cession  and  recognition  of  her  claims  to  a  western  reserve.  He  was  also 
a  proponent  of  augmenting  congressional  power,  especially  over 
trade,  and  supported  John  Jay's  negotiations  with  Gardoqui,  arguing 
that  Americans  would  gain  greatly  from  Spanish  trade  concessions 
and  give  up  little  in  return  since  they  would  have  slight  use  for  the 
Mississippi  River  in  the  immediate  future  and  ultimately  would  force 
its  reopening  through  population  pressure. 

Etching  by  Albert  Rosenthal  from  a  painting  by  Gilbert  Stuart. 
Prints  and  Photographs  Division,  Library  of  Congress. 
LC-USZ62-54684. 

Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  436 

Spaight  (1758-1802)  was  born  into  a  prominent  North  Carolina 
family  with  Irish  roots,  the  nephew  of  royal  governor  Arthur  Dobbs. 
He  was  orphaned  at  the  age  of  eight,  however,  and  was  sent  to  Ireland 
to  be  educated.  He  studied  at  the  University  of  Glasgow  before  return- 
ing home  in  1778  to  become  an  aide  to  Gen.  Richard  Caswell.  During 
his  public  career  he  was  a  member  of  the  North  Carolina  House  of 
Commons  from  1779  to  1782,  a  delegate  to  Congress,  1783-85,  a  dele- 
gate to  the  Constitutional  Convention  in  1787  and  to  the  North  Car- 
olina ratifying  convention  in  1788,  governor  of  North  Carolina, 
1792-95,  and  a  member  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Congresses  from  1798 
to  1801.  In  1801  he  was  elected  to  the  North  Carolina  senate,  but 
shortly  thereafter  he  died  from  wounds  suffered  in  a  duel  with  John 
Stanley,  his  successor  in  Congress.  In  the  Confederation  Congress, 
young  Spaight  advocated  a  stronger  Continental  government,  op- 
posed efforts  to  limit  slavery  in  the  territories,  and  sought  to  prevent 
the  appointment  of  members  of  Congress  to  other  Continental  posts 
during  congressional  terms  for  which  they  had  been  elected.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  the  States  that  convened  when 
Congress  adjourned  from  Annapolis  in  June  1784,  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mittee on  the  requisition  for  1785,  and  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
draft  an  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  western  territories.  In- 
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censed  at  the  success  of  David  Howell's  fight  against  the  Continental 
impost,  Spaight  led  an  acrimonious  fight  to  disqualify  the  Rhode  Is- 
lander from  Congress  on  the  ground  that  his  credentials  had  already 
expired,  in  the  course  of  which  he  issued  a  challenge  to  a  duel  which 
Howell  snubbed  but  which  foreshadowed  the  circumstances  of  his 
own  death  in  1802. 

Etching  by  Albert  Rosenthal,  "From  the  miniature  in  the  possession 
of  the  Family."  Prints  and  Photographs  Division,  Library  of  Congress. 
LC-USZ62-54690. 

William  Hindman  477 

Hindman  (1743-1822),  a  Maryland  planter  and  lawyer  educated  at 
the  College  of  Philadelphia  and  in  London,  began  his  public  career  as 
a  member  of  the  Talbot  County  Committee  of  Observation  in  1775. 
In  July  of  that  year  he  joined  the  Maryland  Convention,  which  elected 
him  treasurer  of  the  Eastern  Shore.  He  served  in  the  Maryland  Sen- 
ate, 1777-84,  the  Confederation  Congress,  1785-86,  the  governor's 
council,  1789-92,  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives, 
1793-99,  and  the  Maryland  House  of  Delegates,  1799-1800.  And,  in 
1800-1801  he  filled  out  a  vacated  term  in  the  United  States  Senate.  As 
a  delegate  to  Congress,  Hindman  was  particularly  involved  with  issues 
related  to  the  administration  of  the  board  of  treasury  and  exhibited 
special  concern  for  fiscal  policy.  He  was  a  member  of  grand  commit- 
tees charged  with  preparing  an  ordinance  for  settling  the  states'  Con- 
tinental accounts  and  with  inquiring  into  the  concerns  of  western  set- 
tlers wishing  to  separate  as  independent  states.  Hindman  also  used  his 
vantage  point  in  Congress  to  appraise  opportunities  for  purchasing 
choice  western  lands  with  depreciated  settlement  certificates.  The  cor- 
respondence of  this  lifelong  bachelor  reveals  that  he  took  advantage 
of  the  social  opportunities  available  in  New  York,  becoming  an  avid 
theatergoer. 

Painting  by  John  Wesley  Jarvis.  Maryland  Historical  Society. 

James  Monroe  600 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  for  independence  Monroe  (1758-1831) 
was  a  student  at  the  College  of  William  and  Mary  and,  at  the  age  of  18, 
he  enlisted  in  the  Virginia  Line.  He  was  active  in  a  number  of  battles, 
was  wounded  at  Trenton,  rose  to  the  rank  of  major,  and  served  as  aide 
to  Lord  Stirling.  But  he  abandoned  the  military  for  the  study  of  law 
with  Gov.  Thomas  Jefferson  in  1780,  forming  a  close  friendship  that 
shaped  his  entire  career  and  endured  until  Jefferson's  death.  Monroe 
served  in  the  Virginia  Assembly,  1782-83,  in  Congress,  1783-86,  and 
in  the  Virginia  Convention  called  to  ratify  the  federal  Constitution  in 
1788.  He  failed  to  obtain  election  to  the  First  Congress  when  he  ran 
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against  James  Madison  in  1789,  but  he  obtained  a  seat  in  the  Senate  in 
1790  when  a  vacancy  occurred.  He  was  appointed  minister  to  France 
from  1794  to  1796,  was  elected  governor  of  Virginia,  1799-1802,  and 
was  appointed  a  special  envoy  successively  to  France,  Spain,  and  Eng- 
land, 1803-6.  Monroe  returned  to  the  Virginia  Assembly  in  1810  and 
served  briefly  as  governor  in  1811,  before  accepting  President  Madi- 
son's appointment  as  secretary  of  state,  therefore  helping  to  steer 
American  foreign  policy  at  the  approach  of  the  War  of  1812.  His  pub- 
lic career  reached  a  climax  during  his  years  as  the  fifth  president  of 
the  United  States,  1817-25.  In  Congress,  Monroe  took  great  interest 
in  issues  related  to  western  development,  including  land  policy,  nego- 
tiations with  the  Indians,  the  claims  of  western  separatists,  and  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi  River.  During  this  period  he  made  extensive 
tours  of  the  northern  and  western  frontiers  to  observing  negotiations 
with  the  Indians  at  Fort  Stanwix  in  1784  and  at  the  Miami  River  in 
1785.  He  urged  augmenting  congressional  power  over  the  regulation 
of  trade  and  the  negotiation  of  commercial  treaties  abroad,  and  he  fa- 
vored close  congressional  supervision  of  the  conduct  of  foreign  af- 
fairs. 

Painting  by  John  Vanderlyn.  The  National  Portrait  Gallery,  Smith- 
sonian Institution. 

Rufus  King  636 

King  (1755-1827)  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1777  and  studied  law 
with  Theophilus  Parsons  at  Newburyport,  Mass.,  where  he  opened  a 
legal  practice  in  1780.  As  a  Newburyport  delegate  to  the  Massachusetts 
General  Court,  1783-85,  he  distinguished  himself  as  a  debater  and 
was  elected  a  Massachusetts  delegate  to  Congress,  1784-87.  He  also 
played  a  prominent  role  in  the  Constitutional  Convention  and  worked 
vigorously  for  ratification  of  the  Constitution.  King  married  Mary 
Alsop  of  New  York  while  attending  Congress  there  in  1786,  and  soon 
after  made  that  city  his  residence.  He  quickly  became  a  respected  pub- 
lic figure  in  his  adopted  state,  winning  a  seat  in  the  New  York  Assem- 
bly in  1788  and  in  the  United  States  Senate  in  1789.  He  was  named 
minister  to  Great  Britain  by  Washington  in  1796,  helping  to  preserve 
peace  with  that  nation  during  several  critical  years,  but  asked  to  be  re- 
lieved in  1803.  He  was  the  Federalist  candidate  for  vice  president  in 
the  elections  of  1804  and  1808,  opposed  going  to  war  with  Britain  in 
1812,  and  was  reelected  to  the  Senate  from  New  York  in  1813.  As  Fed- 
eralist candidate  for  president  in  1816,  he  lost  to  James  Monroe  by  a 
vote  of  183  to  34.  King  retired  from  the  Senate  in  1825  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  resuming  private  life,  but  was  pressed  by  President  John 
Quincy  Adams  to  become  minister  to  Britain  for  a  second  time,  at  age 
70.  Declining  health  led  him  to  return  to  America  within  a  year  and 
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he  died  in  April  1827.  In  the  Confederation  Congress  King  occasion- 
ally relinquished  his  role  as  a  defender  of  his  constituents'  parochial 
interests  for  a  larger  national  view,  developing  a  special  interest  in 
commerce,  finance,  and  diplomacy.  He  was  a  vigorous  proponent  of 
limiting  slavery  in  the  western  territories  and  shared  John  Jay's  views 
on  negotiations  on  the  Mississippi  question,  urging  the  desirability  of 
a  commercial  treaty  with  Spain. 

Etching  by  Albert  Rosenthal  from  a  painting  by  John  Trumbull.  Prints 
and  Photographs  Division,  Library  of  Congress.  LC-USZ62-54686. 
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James  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson 

Dear  Sir  Trenton  Novr.  1.  1784. 

Two  days  since  I  arriv'd  here  after  performing  a  tour  up  the  north 
river  by  fort  Stanwix,  down  the  wood-creek,  thro'  the  Onida,  Ontario, 
&  (by  the  Niagara  falls)  part  of  lake  Erie,  thence  back  by  Niagara  thro 
the  Ontario  by  Carlton  Island  thro  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Montreal  8c 
from  Montreal  over  lake  Champlain  by  Albany  to  N.  York  again.  You 
find  I  have  taken  a  rout  different  from  the  one  I  intended,  as  my  ob- 
ject was  to  take  in  my  view  the  practicability  also  of  a  communication 
from  lake  Erie  down  the  Potowmack.  But  from  this  I  was  dissuaded  by 
an  accident  wh.  happen 'd  to  some  of  the  party,  upon  lake  Erie,  with 
whom  I  came  from  fort  Stanwix  to  Niagara.  I  had  seperated  from 
them  by  accident  three  days  before  the  event.  They  landed  near  some 
Indian  huts  (a  Mr.  Teller  from  Schenactady  with  four  men  in  a  bat- 
teaux)  &  were  fir'd  on  by  those  Indians,  Mr.  Teller  &  two  men  kill'd,  & 
a  4th  wounded;  the  latter,  with  the  5th  made  their  escape.  The  Indian 
chiefs  highly  reprehended  the  act  8c  were  at  the  earnest  instigation  of 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Brith.  garrison,  endeavoring  to  detect  &  bring 
the  villains  to  justice.  Upon  advice  of  this  disaster  Colo.  Depeister,1 
commanding  at  Niagara,  sent  an  Express  to  me  just  entering  upon 
lake  Erie  advising  my  return,  with  wh.  I  complied  8c  took  the  above 
rout  to  this  place.  My  excursion  hath  been  attended  with  great  per- 
sonal exposure  8c  hardship  8c  much  greater  expence  than  I  had  ex- 
pected. It  hath  however  I  hope  been  advantageous  to  me  in  some  re- 
spects. I  have  ascertaind  I  believe  with  some  accuracy  the  different 
degrees  of  difficulty  from  Michelemackinac  down  the  grand  river  to 
Montreal,  thro  the  lakes  to  Montreal  and  by  the  north  river.  {The  pref- 
erence is  at  least  20  percent  in  favor  of  the  north  river}.2  The  first  lea- 
sure  time  I  have  I  will  take  the  rout  of  fort  Pitt  to  lake  Erie  8c  form 
some  estimate  in  that  direction.  {Canada,  I  find  from  individuals, 
[thirty]  miles  below  Cataraqui  to  Montreal  much  richer  than  I  had  ex- 
pected, although}  I  am  of  opinion  Ld.  Shiffield's  expectations  are  vi- 
sionary in  his  calculation  that  it  will  supply  the  Islands  with  flower  8c 
lumber.3  {Still  I  think  it  has  great  resources,  in  those  articles  but  the 
best  timber}  is  high  up  the  river,  wh.  together  with  the  difficulty  of  get- 
ing  it  down  the  rapids  8c  thro'  the  gulph  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the 
west  Indies  must  make  it  an  expensive  trade  to  them,  more  expensive 
I  am  told  than  that  from  the  Baltic.  If  I  were  to  estimate  the  present, 
or  the  probable  future  value  of  Canada  to  the  Brith.  Dominions,  con- 
sider'd  in  a  commercl.  light,  {and  compare  it  with  expences  neces- 
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saryly  incur'd  if  they  keep  up  a  military  establishment  in  supporting 
it},  I  shod,  think  Britain  wod.  act  a  politic  part  in  relinquishing  it;  (and 
the  not  doing  it  satisfyes  me  [she]  either  has  or  will  have  other  objects. 
Under  the  bounds  of  the  U.S.  by  the  late  treaty  the  principal  part  of 
the  fur  trade  must  leave}  it  8c  run  in  some  channel  within  the  {U.S. 
The  merchants  established,  or  connected  in  it,  the  batteaux  men  and 
other  dependants  will  take  the  same  course}.  This  will  increase  the  ex- 
pence  of  (their  government  in  supplying  their  upper  posts  in  Canada, 
as  the  price  of  hands  will  be  higher  and  the  means  scarcer.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  difficulties  which  nature  has  thrown  in  her  way  others 
will  exist  under  their  government  to  which  ours  will  be  a  stranger  at 
present.  No  merchant  is  allowed  to  build  vessels  on  the  lakes  but 
must}  if  he  takes  that  course,  avail  himself  (of  those  of  government 
and  this  exposes  them  to  constant  and  most  oppressive  impositions. 
Their  peltries  are  subject  to  duties  and  preference  passes  from  lake 
Superior  to  Montreal;  the  duties}  may  be  taken  (off  but  the  preference 
passes  can  not  be  prevented;  while  their  restraints  on  their  trade  are 
high  it  will  be  our  policy}  to  increase  them  in  every  instance  wherein 
{they  depend  on  us;  while  we  give  those  within  our  bounds  great  in- 
dulgences we  must  prohibit  under  high  penalties  all  commerce  be- 
tween the  U.S.  and  Canada;  prohibit  their  landing  or  storing  their 
goods  on  our  side  under  at  least  thirty  percent}  ad  valorem  at  the 
place  where  landed.  {Canada  I  consider  as  standing  upon  different 
ground  in  regard  to  us  from  any  other  part  of  the  british  dominions;  a 
free  inter-course  between  us  and  the  people  of  Canada}  can,  in  my 
opinion,  only  be  advantageous  to  them  &  will  defeat  any  political  ar- 
rangement we  can  adopt  respecting  them.  {By  prohibiting  them  the 
participation  of  the}  advantages  which  {we}  possess,  {we  occasion  them 
great  difficulty.  Their  merchants  might  get  their  goods  much  cheaper 
up  the  North  river  than  the  St.  Lawrence  and  until  we  permit  them}  to 
navigate  on  {our  shore}  from  the  commencement  of  {the  Ontario  they 
are  deprived  of  the  possibility  of}  navigating  {it  except  in}  vessels  of 
considerable  burden.  {If  they  take  the  North-west  in  batteaux  they 
must  go  round  the  lake  seventy  miles  above  Niagara},  &  down  the 
other  side  before  they  reach  it,  for  the  passage  is  impracticable  there. 
I  submit  to  you  these  observations  that  you  may  judge  what  weight 
they  shod,  have  {in  forming  a  treaty  of  commerce.  The  English  min- 
istry will  I  am  satisfied  readily  agree  it  shall  be  so  framed  as  to  exclude 
the  U.S.  from  a  free  intercourse  with  Canada.  Their  jealousy  will  tell 
them  to  beware  how  they  admit  it  lest  the  sweets  of  those  rights  which 
we  enjoy  might  invite  them  to  us;  but  the  people  of  Canada  will  be 
more  sensible  of  our  blessings  by  the  restraints  laid  on  them;  they  will 
feel  their  own  misfortunes  and  envy  the  blessings  to  be  attained  under 
the  protection  of  the  fcedral  arm}.  In  the  mean  time  the  acquisition 
{of  Canada  is  not  an  object  with  us,  we}  must  make  valuable  what  we 
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have  already  (acquired)  &  at  the  same  time  take  such  measures  as  {to 
weaken  it  as  a  British  province}. 

As  yet  we  have  not  a  representation  of  the  States  but  expect  it  in  a 
few  days.  {This  will  certainly  be  a  very  important  and  interesting  ses- 
sion. In  Canada  I  was  informed  that  the  commanding  officer  had  re- 
ceived orders  not  to  evacuate  the  posts  and  that  many  of  the  vessels 
laid  aside  under  the  provisional  treaty!  had  again  been  put  in  commis- 
sion {on  the  lakes},  a  measure  sd.  to  be  founded  {upon  the  supposed 
violation  of  the  treaty  by  New  York  and  Virginia}.  The  latter  in  {not  re- 
pealing the  laws  prohibiting  the  recovery  of  British}  [debts]  &  the  for- 
mer in  {confiscations}.  But  if  their  conduct  is  unauthoriz'd,  {is  this  the 
way  to  obtain  redress.  I  trust  that  the  conduct  of  Congress  upon  this 
occasion  will  be  firm  though  temperate,  but  indeed  we  are  in  a  poor 
condition  for  war.  We  may  lose  much  but  can  gain  nothing.  The  min- 
ister of  finance  has  arrived  here  to  present  his  commission  to  Con- 
gress. Those  lately  appointed  in  his  stead  are  too  diffident},  I  am  told, 
of  {themselves  to}  succeed  {him.  Two},  I  hear,  have  {resigned;  the  situa- 
tion is  difficult  but  the  road  for  Congress  to  take  up  appears  to  me  a 
plain  one;  an  arrangement  superseding  his  office}  hath  taken  place. 
He  must  bid  us  {farewell.  If  those  already}  appointed  {can  not  serve, 
others}  must  be  appointed  {in  their  stead.4  Our  Indian  commissioners 
have  quarrel'd  with  the  State  [of]  New  York;  the  State  also  held  a  treaty 
with  the  Indians  which  preceded  ours;  to  this  they  took  exception.  The 
affair  will,  however,  easily  be  accomodated.  The  delegations  are  gener- 
ally the  same.  Williamson  is  here}  but  it  is  said  that  {Spaight  will  dispute 
his  right  to  sit.  Pinkny}  in  the  stead  of  {Beresford;  Georgia  has  a  Hous- 
ton and  Gibons  here;  the  former  has  been  §o  Europe  to  leave  behind 
him  what  little  wit}  he  had,  and  the  latter  I  believe  never  had  any,  or 
very  little.  {He  is  however  a  married  man}  &  I  hear  well  intention'd. 

The  court  of  Pensyla.  sentenc'd  the  man  who  made  the  attack  on 
Mr.  Marbois  to  pay  the  fine  of  200  dolrs.  &  to  suffer  two  year's  impris- 
onment.5 {With  this  he  is  dissatisfied.  Will  the  court  of  France  be  so}.  I 
shall  write  you  very  fully  so  soon  as  we  have  a  Congress  &  by  every 
packet  &  private  opportunity  &  beg  of  you  to  do  the  same.  I  have  not 
heard  from  you  since  you  left  Phila.;  perhaps  your  letters  to  me  are  in 
Virga.  if  you  have  wrote.  I  reach'd  New  York  10  days  after  Mr.  Short 
left  it.  I  wish'd  to  have  seen  him.  I  hope  yourself  &  Miss  Patsy  are  well. 
Where  shall  I  address  to  you.  I  am  with  the  greatest  respect  &  esteem, 
Dear  Sir,  your  friend  &  servant,  Jas.  Monroe 

RC  (DLC: Jefferson  Papers). 

1  That  is,  Col.  Arent  Schuyler  De  Peyster,  former  commandant  at  Detroit,  who  had 
apparently  replaced  Brig.  Gen.  Allan  Maclean  as  commander  at  Niagara.  See  Richard 
White,  The  Middle  Ground:  Indians,  Empires  and  Republics  in  the  Great  Lakes  Region, 
1650-1815  (Cambridge:  Cambridge  University  Press,  1991),  pp.  408-12. 
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3  Words  printed  in  braces  in  this  text  were  written  by  Monroe  in  the  cipher  that  he 
had  sent  to  Jefferson  on  July  20. 

:1  That  is,  the  "expectations"  expressed  by  John  Baker  Holroyd,  1st  earl  of  Sheffield,  in 
his  1783  pamphlet  on  American  commerce,  for  which  see  these  letters,  20:608n.l. 

4  See  Charles  Thomson  to  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  November  11,  note  1. 

5  See  Thomas  Mifflin  to  the  Chevalier  de  La  Luzerne,  May  31,  1784. 


Samuel  Holten  to  John  Hancock 

Sir.  Trenton,  2d  Novr.,  1784. 

I  take  this  first  opportunity  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  &  the  hon- 
orable Court,  that  there  was  not  a  Congress  yesterday  as  was  expected, 
the  states  represented  are  New  Jersey,  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  & 
Georgia,  I  was  the  only  person  present  from  the  eastward  of  New  Jer- 
sey; I  fear  the  public  business  will  be  delayed  unless  we  have  a  full 
Congress.1 

I  conclude  your  Excellency  has  taken  notice  of  Governor  Clintons 
speech  to  the  assembly  of  New  York,  respecting  the  land  (as  he  ex- 
presses it)  claimed  by  Masstts.,  he  seems  to  think  that  a  more  explicit 
description  of  the  land  should  be  called  for.2 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect,  your  Excellencys  most 
obedient  servant,  S.  Holten 

RC  (M-Ar:  Revolutionary  War  Letters). 

1  Congress  had  adjourned  from  Annapolis  June  3,  1784,  "to  meet  at  Trenton  on  the 
30th  day  of  October  next."  JCC,  27:556.  According  to  Secretary  Thomson's  journals, 
only  two  states  (Georgia  and  Virginia)  were  officially  "represented"  with  two  delegates 
when  Congress  attempted  to  convene  on  Monday  November  1,  with  single  delegates 
from  Massachusetts,  North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina  in  attendance.  The  following 
day  a  second  South  Carolina  delegate  arrived  to  bring  the  number  of  states  represented 
to  three.  Thomson  did  not  make  another  entry  in  the  journals  until  November  11, 
when  he  reported:  "Four  states  attended,  namely,  New  Jersey,  Virginia,  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia;  and  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Holten,  and  from  North  Car- 
olina, Mr.  Williamson."  His  next  entry  is  dated  November  29,  when  "Six  states  assem- 
bled" in  the  morning,  plus  Joseph  Gardner  of  Pennsylvania,  who  was  subsequently 
joined  by  William  Henry  in  the  "P.M."  to  make  a  quorum.  See  JCC,  27:641-42. 

During  its  brief  session  in  Trenton,  which  lasted  to  December  24th,  Congress  met  at 
the  French  Arms  Tavern  on  the  southwest  corner  of  King  and  Second  Streets  (modern 
State  and  Warren  Streets).  Trenton  citizens  had  attempted  to  lure  Congress  to  their  vil- 
lage when  the  Philadelphia  mutiny  had  driven  the  delegates  to  Princeton  in  June  1783, 
and  had  renewed  their  appeal  in  October  1783  when  Congress  adjourned  to  Annapolis. 
The  news  that  Congress  had  adjourned  from  Annapolis  to  Trenton  led  the  New  Jersey 
Assembly  in  August  to  appoint  three  commissioners  (James  Ewing,  Moore  Furman,  and 
Conrad  Kotts)  to  procure  "a  House  for  Congress  to  sit  in  for  the  dispatch  of  public  Busi- 
ness," and  also  a  "Dwelling  House"  for  the  residence  of  the  president.  The  commission- 
ers thereupon  leased  the  French  Arms  Tavern,  the  largest  public  building  in  Trenton, 
from  Jacob  Bergen  for  the  use  of  Congress,  and  for  the  use  of  the  president  the  house 
of  Stacy  Potts,  which  stood  on  the  ground  later  occupied  by  the  St.  Mary's  Cathedral 
rectory  on  modern  North  Warren  Street.  Documents  assembled  by  the  New  Jersey  State 
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Archives  record  a  flurry  of  activity  at  the  end  of  October  to  prepare  the  "long  room"  of 
the  tavern  for  Congress,  including  the  purchase  of  twelve  tables  (£4.10.0),  carpet,  cur- 
tains, and  green  covering  for  thirteen  tables  (£1.18.7),  fireplace  tools  (£2.2.6),  and 
"Lime  and  White-Washing  two  Large  Rooms  for  Congress  twice  over"  (£0.10).  See  "Pa- 
pers of  the  Continental  Congress  at  Trenton,  N.J.  in  1784,"  Nj-Ar;  and  Edwin  Robert 
Walker,  et  al.,  A  History  of  Trenton,  1679-1929,  2  vols.  (Princeton:  Princeton  University 
Press,  1929),  1:185-92. 

-  Gov.  George  Clinton's  October  18  speech  opening  the  new  session  of  the  New  York 
Assembly,  reporting  on  Massachusetts'  claims  to  lands  in  New  York  and  "the  necessity  of 
appointing  agents  to  manage  the  controversy  on  the  part  of  this  state,"  is  in  New  York, 
Messages  from  the  Governors  Comprising  Executive  Communications  to  the  Legislature  and  Other 
Papers . . . ,  ed.  Charles  Z.  Lincoln,  1 1  vols.  (Albany:  J.  B.  Lyon  Co.,  1909),  2:217-20. 


Hugh  Williamson  to  Thomas  Ruston 

Dear  Sir1  Trenton  Novr.  2nd  1784 

The  Pamphlet2  you  was  so  good  as  send  by  Mr.  Lawrence  with  the 
Packet  of  Papers  came  safe  to  Hand.  Mr  Lawrence  is  now  here  with  us. 
I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  Pamphlet  from  which  I  reed  much 
useful  Information.  Once  as  you  know  I  thought  it  worth  while  to  sign 
a  Paper  for  the  Inspection  of  the  British  Parliamt  and  Ministry  in 
hopes  of  correcting  their  Conduct  by  unanswerable  Proofs  that  they 
were  in  pursuit  of  bad  measures.3  Was  argument  of  any  use?  no  cer- 
tainly, unless  to  make  them  desperate  the  sooner.  For  many  Years  I 
have  laid  it  down  as  indisputable  that  the  Br.  Nation  is  not  to  be  con- 
vinced except  by  the  Argumentum  a  necessitate.  Uniform  and  consistent 
nation,  where  individuals  are  generally  persuaded  &  yield  to  the  Argu- 
mentum ad  Crumenam  8c  the  People  at  large  to  the  Argumentum 
plumbeum.4  A  late  Report  of  the  Council3  is  in  proof  that  Arguments 
which  I  thought  unanswerable  have  made  no  Impression.  If  we  do  not 
find  some  means  of  putting  a  stopper  on  the  present  demand  for 
British  goods  in  this  Country  I  am  greatly  mistaken.  In  truth  I  am  not 
grieved  at  the  present  Madness  of  your  Rulers,  it  was  needed  and  will 
be  of  use  for  our  Instruction  in  mercantile  8c  political  Wisdom.  I  had 
been  in  North  Carolina  3  months  during  the  adjournmt  of  Congress 
and  arrived  at  Philada.  from  that  state  seven  days  ago  where  I  found 
your  Letter  of  the  6th  Augt.  Had  it  come  to  hand  before  I  left  Home  I 
should  certainly  have  visited  your  Farm,  At  present  I  can  form  no  Esti- 
mate of  its  Value  because  the  Lands  adjoining  the  great  dismal  are 
very  unequal,  some  of  them  being  very  good  and  others  thin  and 
sandy.  I  shall  write  however  to  a  friend  in  that  neighbourhood  for  a 
correct  History  of  the  Tract  You  have  described.  There  are  two  Com- 
panies to  whom  the  whole  of  the  great  Dismal  belongs,  including  the 
Lake.  The  boundary  line  passes  through  that  great  Desart.  Cenl  Wash- 
ington and  nine  other  Centlemen  have  taken  up  the  Part  that  is  in 
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Virginia,  about  100  Thousd  Acres.  Another  Company,  of  which  I  am 
one,  hold  all  that  part  of  the  Dismal  which  is  within  N  Carolina,  about 
50  Thousd  As.  1  consider  our  Part  as  by  far  the  most  valuable  acre  for 
acre  on  Accot  of  the  vast  Cyprus  forests  it  includes.  This  is  the  Timber 
generally  call'd  Cedar  of  which  Shingles  are  made.  We  now  have  a 
Party  of  men  employ'd  in  that  manufacture.  In  Mitchels  Map  or  the 
American  Atlas  I  forget  which  you  will  find  a  tolerable  Draught  of  that 
sunken  Tract  calld  the  Dismal.  In  all  parts  that  we  have  try'd  there  are 
2H>  feet  to  3  feet  deep  of  black  soil,  under  which  there  is  a  stiff  blue 
Clay.  After  the  Timber  is  removed,  such  land  cannot  be  exhausted  by 
Agriculture.  From  the  Head  of  Pasquetank  River  which  is  within  the 
Lands  of  our  Company  into  Drummonds  Lake  the  distance  is  about  5 
miles.  The  water  is  at  least  4  feet  deep  &  without  any  falls  to  the  Place 
calld  the  Head  of  that  River.  From  Drummonds  Lake  the  Distance  is 
hardly  two  miles  to  the  deep  &  stagnant  water  of  Tucker's  Mill  dam. 
The  Tide  water,  in  the  West  Branch  of  Elizabeth  River,  on  which  Nor- 
folk stands,  rises  to  the  very  back  of  Tuckers  mill  dam;  from  this  you 
may  calculate  the  necessary  length  of  a  Canal  to  pass  large  Boats  from 
our  Rivers  to  those  of  Virga.  to  carry  off  our  Lumber  and  to  carry  off 
our  redundant  waters  so  as  to  drain  our  low  ground.  Genl  Washing- 
ton, who  has  view'd  the  Lake  and  the  Virginia  Tract  carefully  assures 
me  that  a  Canal  4  feet  deep  may  convey  Boats  of  sufficient  Magnitude 
from  the  Lake  to  any  of  the  contiguous  Rivers.  The  Virginia  Company 
seem  desirous  of  beginning  the  Canal  immediately  &  our  Company 
are  equally  desirous  to  forward  a  work  that  must  treble  the  Value  of 
that  Estate,  but  as  they  seem  to  have  considerably  overrated  my  Judge- 
ment on  subjects  of  this  kind  they  have  signifyed  to  me  that  they  wish 
for  my  assistance  in  putting  that  Business  in  a  Train.  On  the  next  sum- 
mer I  expect  that  some  thing  will  be  done.  If  your  Enquiries  arose 
from  any  desire  to  purchase  into  the  Virga.  Company  I  think  such 
purchase  would  be  impracticable.  Several  Gentlemen  have  told  me 
that  they  had  attempted  in  vain.  There  is  a  kind  of  agreemt.  among 
them  that  if  one  sells  the  others  shall  have  the  refusal.  I  was  told  about 
4  weeks  ago  that  a  Gentleman  who  owns  1000  As.  in  our  Company  is 
willing  to  sell  that,  and  that  he  was  willing  to  take  three  quarters  of  a 
Dlr  per  Acre.  How  long  he  may  retain  that  mind  I  cannot  guess. 

During  the  late  war  the  Virga  land  office  continued  open  for  the 
sale  of  Land  at  a  given  Price,  when  the  mony  was  greatly  depredated. 
People  took  out  Warrants  for  vast  Quantities  of  Land  (for  the  real 
Price  was  a  perfect  Trifle,  whatever  the  nominal  one  might  be).  The 
custom  was  to  issue  a  Warrant  for  so  much  Land  to  be  taken  up  where 
you  could  find  it  on  the  East  side  of  the  Ohio.  I  believe  the  good 
Lands  are  universally  taken  up  &  there  are  still  as  many  Warrants  un- 
satisfy'd  as  would  cover  all  the  Rocks  &  Mountains,  which  are  many, 
Three  Times  over.  There  may  chance  to  be  among  the  skirts  of  the 
mountains  some  little  Plains  of  2  or  300  As.  hitherto  unexplored;  But 
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there  are  so  many  woods  men  constantly  employ'd  in  searching  for 
Land  for  their  own  Use,  that  an  adventurer  who  cannot  personally  at- 
tend to  the  Work  will  hardly  be  a  gainer  though  he  gives  but  a  shilling 
the  Hundred  for  those  Locations. 

I  have  purchased  some  Lands  in  the  Western  Part  of  our  state,  but 
the  greater  Part  of  what  I  hold  I  have  reed  in  Payment  for  advances  I 
had  made  to  the  state  during  the  War.  I  have  also  reed  a  few  thou- 
sands, as  an  Officer.  From  your  remark  that  Lands  may  be  so  far  back  as 
to  be  of  little  value  I  observe  that  you  presume  antient  Prejudices  with- 
out considering  that  we  have  in  some  measure  a  double  front.  No  Na- 
tion on  Earth  will  nor  can  with  safety  dispute  that  the  Mississipi  is 
open  to  us.  And  you  know  that  Vessels  may  come  in  8  or  10  feet  water 
up  to  the  falls  of  Ohio  and  several  Hundred  miles  up  the  Cherokee 
River.  It  appears  by  Experience  that  the  Climate  on  the  West  side  of 
the  Appellachian  Mountains  is  more  stable  &  more  hea[l]thy  than  on 
the  East  Side  and  the  soil  in  general  much  more  fertile  and  of  a  kind 
that  must  be  infinitely  more  durable.  There  are  large  bodies  of  People 
from  all  the  states  migrating  across  the  mountains,  I  verily  believe  that 
such  migrations  will  nearly  keep  Pace  with  our  increase  by  birth.  To 
the  advantages  mentioned  they  add  another  of  some  weight,  that 
though  the  sea  Coast  Inhabitants  may  by  their  Commercial  Inter- 
course be  involved  in  foreign  Disputes  and  subject  to  naval  Insults 
they  over  the  mountains  shall  live  in  safety,  being  procul  a  fulminefi 
Lands  in  the  state  of  Georgia  are  burthened  when  sold  by  conditions 
of  settlement;  in  So.  Carolina  there  are  hardly  any  vacant  Lands,  In 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia  no  Conditions  of  cultivation  are  ap- 
pended to  the  sale.  We  have  been  selling  Lands  in  discharge  of  Debts 
that  we  owed  to  the  Army  or  other  Citizens  and  not  from  any  desire  of 
forming  Colonies  or  sending  our  Citizens  to  a  distance.  When  the 
Lands  are  once  paid  for,  'tis  indifferent  to  us  who  occupies  them,  pro- 
vided they  are  occupy'd  by  friends  &  associates  or  by  perfect  neutrals 
such  as  the  present  Quadruped  Inhabitants.  But  the  western  Country 
will  in  fact  be  settled  much  faster  than  many  of  our  Citizens  wish,  for 
People  on  'tother  side  of  the  mountain  will  not  assist  in  paying  Taxes 
half  so  well  as  the  same  People  would  have  done  on  this  side.  A  Gen- 
tleman a  Citizen  of  Philada  who  has  just  returned  from  visiting  the 
Caintuckey  settlemt.  which  is  on  the  Ohio  in  Virginia  some  hundd. 
miles  below  fort  Pitt  assures  me  that  the  present  Inhabitants  are  at 
least  40  Thousand.  There  is  a  County  in  N  Carolina  on  t'other  side  of 
the  Appellachian  mountains  calld  Davidson  County  in  memory  of 
Genl  Davidson  one  of  my  mother's  Brothers  who  fell  on  the  Bank  of 
Catawba  in  defence  of  his  Country;  I  am  told  that  many  Thousand  In- 
habitants have  been  added  to  that  County  in  the  Course  of  the  last 
summer.  I  have  some  Lands  In  Davidson  County  which  I  am  ready  to 
sell  on  Terms  that  must  be  extremely  easy  to  settlers  and  may  fit 
mony'd  gentlemen  equally  well.  The  Lands  are  ready  to  be  delivered 
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perfectly  clear  with  surveys  and  Deeds;  I  believe  them  to  be  of  the  very 
best  Quality;  because  the  man  who  took  them  up  is  very  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  back  Country.  He  is  a  man  of  good  Character,  he 
was  at  liberty  to  fix  on  what  spots  he  pleased  out  of  15  millions  of 
Acres,  and  for  his  Trouble  he  draws  a  certain  share  of  all  the  Lands 
that  are  survey'd,  which  share  he  is  to  get  by  Lott.  If  he  has  taken  up 
any  bad  Pieces  he  must  have  been  very  indiscreet;  his  own  Interest  was 
at  stake.  I  have  paid  in  the  first  Instance  for  those  Lands  25  Dlrs  per 
hundd  As.  partly  in  Discount  &  partly  in  Cash,  this  is  counted  as  hard 
mony;  I  then  paid  25  per  Ct  of  the  whole  for  the  Expence  of  looking 
them  out,  surveying  them  &  taking  out  the  Deeds.  Whence  the  re- 
maining Lands  cost  me  just  33  1/3  Dlrs  per  hundd.  As.  In  this  compu- 
tation I  have  no  reference  to  what  was  given  me.  My  Lands  are  situ- 
ated in  different  Tracts  on  the  great  River  that  in  some  of  the  Maps  is 
calld  the  Cherokee  River  and  on  the  Tenessee  River  which  is  only  the 
same  River  by  another  Name  towards  its  head.  If  you  know  any  Person 
who  wishes  to  adventure  a  little  in  landed  Property  of  this  sort  or  who 
wishes  to  bring  out  a  Colony  to  form  a  settlement,  I  will  sell  him  Ten 
or  fifteen  Thousand  Acres  either  in  one  body  or  in  separate  Tracts  at 
40  Dlrs  per  hundd  As.  There  was  a  large  Tract  of  40  or  50  miles  square 
laid  off  in  that  County  and  reserved  for  the  Use  of  the  Continental 
Line  of  our  state.  I  have  about  5000  As.  in  that  Tract  which  I  do  not 
consider  as  better  than  the  other  Lands,  But  I  know  that  an  Officer 
lately,  Genl  Green,  refused  20  Thousand  Dlrs  in  silver  for  20  Thou- 
sand As.  that  he  holds  within  the  same  Tract,  hence  I  am  induced  to 
believe  that  the  Price  at  which  I  offer  the  Land  is  very  cheap.  As  I 
don't  know  any  difference  in  the  Lands,  the  buyer  may  chuse  by  say- 
ing at  once  whether  he  will  take  the  Lands  next  the  Head  of  the  River, 
next  its  mouth,  or  near  the  middle;  or  he  may  number  the  Deeds  and 
draw  his  Quantity.  Our  state  having  offered  to  give  up  all  its  remaining 
vacant  Lands  to  Congress,  there  are  no  more  Lands  to  be  taken  up  at 
present  in  that  state.  I  have  told  you  how  the  Case  is  in  Virga,  Georgia 
and  So  Carolina. 

I  greatly  wish  to  see  you  and  Mrs  Ruston  in  America  Though  I 
hardly  promise  myself  the  Pleasure  of  living  in  your  Neighbourhood. 
It  is  at  least  questionable  whether  the  southern  Climates  would  prove 
healthy  to  Mrs  Ruston  &  the  Children.  In  a  Country  perfectly  new  8c 
strange  the  Society  at  least  of  a  large  Town  would  be  desirable  to  a 
Lady  much  used  to  living  in  the  World  or  among  Company.  I  presume 
that  a  Life  of  absolute  inactivity  is  not  your  Object.  You  will  still  amuse 
yourself  by  taking  a  slice  at  Physic.  In  any  of  our  large  Towns  you  may 
be  sure  at  least  to  greese  the  wheels  of  your  Carriage  by  it.  Boston, 
New  Port,  New  York  or  Philada  preserve  a  high  degree  of  Health  and 
much  social  intercourse  with  the  World.  Baltimore  full  as  thriving  a 
Place  and  as  social  Inhabitants,  perhaps  not  quite  as  healthy.  In  this 
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Town  I  think  500  Houses  have  been  built  on  this  Ye«*  Norfolk  at  pre- 
sent a  heap  of  Ruines  will  soon  be  a  great  Town.  At  present  it  is  very 
unpleasing  for  a  Lady  to  be  where  nothing  but  the  noise  of  Hammers 
salute  the  Ears  and  bare  brick  walls  are  presented  to  the  Eyes.  The 
Harbour  abounds  in  shipping  and  the  Warehouses  are  full.  Perhaps 
you  may  ask  whether  in  fact  I  prefer  a  Country  which  is  generally  con- 
sidered unhealthy  and  which  but  thinly  setled  8c  having  none  but 
small  Towns  does  not  afford  as  much  society  as  People  in  general  de- 
sire! You  must  observe  that  the  Climate  of  N.C.  has  proved  to  me 
among  the  most  healthy  I  ever  experienced,  in  that  state  too  I  have 
very  numerous  relations  who  have  deserved  well  of  the  public.  And 
having  suffered  much  in  Arms  in  that  particular  state  I  have  acquired 
an  affection  strong  as  instinct  in  its  favour.  Let  me  add  that  the  state 
has  treated  me  with  particular  and  pointed  marks  of  Respect.  I  have 
twice  reed  the  Thanks  of  the  Genl.  Assembly  for  my  Services  and  have 
reed  other  and  more  substantial  marks  of  their  Regard.  Such  a  State, 
in  which  I  do  not  think  that  I  have  an  Enemy,  you  may  readily  suppose 
has  more  Charms  to  me  than  it  might  have  for  a  stranger.  As  to  the 
Article  of  Health  I  believe  Chas  Town  to  be  nearly  as  healthy  a  Place 
as  there  is  on  this  Continent.  For  a  man  at  Mr  Fishers  Time  of  Life  I 
should  suppose  it  preferable  to  any  Part  of  England.  However  it  will 
not  for  two  or  three  Years  be  a  place  for  families  to  remove  to,  because 
since  the  Conflagration  and  since  the  Peace  tis  difficult  even  to  get 
the  Corner  of  a  House. 

In  all  our  Towns  House  Rent  is  very  high,  for  during  the  War  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Country  in  Spite  of  the  Land  increased  in  number 
but  the  buildings  in  the  Towns  in  general  decreased  by  fire  or  other 
accident.  For  Example  the  old  House  of  Dr  Thos  Bond,  the  new 
House  at  the  Corner  not  included,  now  lets  for  £200  per  Ann.  Some 
Houses  in  Chesnut  Street  near  the  State  House  3  stories  high  &  20  or 
30  feet  long  let  for  700  to  1000  Dlrs  per  Annum.  If  a  man  could  en- 
gage on  good  Terms  and  bring  over  with  him  a  few  bricklayers  and 
Carpenters  he  might  soon  erect  a  Property  of  great  Value.  I  shall  write 
you  as  soon  as  I  hear  from  Virga  concerning  your  Lands  there,  in  the 
meanwhile  I  believe  I  have  given  you  no  reason  to  think  that  I  am 
weary  of  your  long  Letter  unless  you  suspect  that  I  have  been  taking 
revenge  by  writing  twice  as  much.  Give  my  Compliments  to  Mr  Fisher 
and  to  my  very  good  &  much  esteemed  friend  Mr  Ruston  8c  believe 
me  to  be  with  the  utmost  Regard  Dr  Sr,  Your  obedt  servt, 

Hu  Williamson 

RC  (PHi:  Tench  Coxe  Papers). 

1  Ruston  has  been  previously  identified  in  these  Letters,  20:355. 

2  Not  identified. 

:i  Probably  his  letter  to  Lord  Mansfield  which  was  published  anonymously  in  London 
in  1775  under  the  title  the  Plea  of  the  Colonies,  and  attributed  in  the  second  edition  to  "A 
Native  of  Pennsylvania."  See  DAS; and  Evans,  Am.  Bibliography,  no.  15.713. 
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4  That  is,  "argument  from  necessity,"  "argument  of  the  purse,"  and  "false  argument." 

5  See  Jacob  Read  to  Washington,  August  6,  note  2. 

6  That  is,  far  from  lightning. 


Samuel  Hardy  to  Benjamin  Harrison 

Sir.  Philadelphia  7th  November  1784. 

I  am  thus  far  on  my  way  to  Trenton,  8c  expect  to  take  my  seat  tomor- 
row. They  have  not  yet  made  a  Congress,  the  four  Southern  states, 
only  being  represented.  It  seems  generally  agreed  that  we  shall  not 
remain  at  Trenton,  &  as  generally  supposed  that  the  remove  will  be 
either  to  this  place,  or  New  York.  Conjectures  are  various  who  will  be 
appointed  President — Mr  Jay,  Mr  Laurens,  or  Mr  Lee  I  hear  are  all 
mentioned. 

It  is  reported  that  a  declaration  of  War  has  taken  place  between  the 
Emperor  8c  the  United  Netherlands,  but  with  what  Certainty  I  cannot 
undertake  to  say.  Should  it  be  the  case  it  will  give  us  a  Number  of  in- 
dustrious &  useful  Citizens. 

Permit  me  to  introduce  to  your  Excellency  Mr  Heyward  &  Mr  Mid- 
dleton  of  South  Carolina;  your  Acquaintance  with  their  Connec- 
tions— &  their  own  deportment  will  I  trust  apollogize  for  the  freedom. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Your  Excellencys  Mo 
Obedt  humble  servant,  S.  Hardy 

RC  (Vi:  Continental  Congress  Papers). 


James  Monroe  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir  Trenton  Novr.  7  1784. 

I  enclose  you  a  cypher  which  will  put  some  cover  on  our  correspon- 
dence.1 We  have  yet  only  5  States,  8c  not  a  man  from  the  Eastward  ex- 
cept Mr.  Holton.  There  is  nothing  new  without  doors,  wh.  I  have  not 
communicated  to  the  Governor  &,  of  those  within  I  must  defer  writ- 
ing you,  untill  the  next  post;  the  present  is  certainly  an  important  cri- 
sis in  our  affairs,  but  as  I  shall  write  you  very  fully  by  the  next  post 
shall  only  add  that  I  am  with  Great  respect  8c  esteem  yr.  friend  8c  ser- 
vant, Jas.  Monroe 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  For  the  enclosed  cipher,  which  Monroe  began  using  in  his  November  15  letter  to 
Madison,  see  Madison,  Papers  (Hutchinson),  8:125-26. 
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Samuel  Holten  to  James  Warren 

Dear  Sir.  Trenton,  1 1th  Nov.  1784.1 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  attention  of  the  29th  ultimo.  I  am 
sorry  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  before  I  sit  out,  but  what  in- 
duced me  to  leave  home  so  soon,  was  to  be  present  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  Nov.,  as  I  expected  a  Congress  at  that  time;  however,  I  am  yet 
disappointed  there  being  only  four  states  represented,  I  am  the  only 
person  present  from  the  eastward  of  N.  Jersey.  I  fully  agree  with  you, 
that,  "we  want  good  hands,"  &  it  gives  me  concern  to  hear  that  Mr 
Dana  has  resigned.  I  have  reason  to  think  a  motion  will  soon  be  made 
(after  we  have  a  Congress)  to  adjourn  to  Philadela.,  &  if  the  eastern 
states  should  not  be  fully  represented,  I  think  it  will  be  carried  in  favor 
of  a  removal;  &  if  that  should  be  the  case,  I  leave  it  with  you  to  judge 
how  it  will  operate. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  knowing  your  son,  &  you  may  be  assured  of 
my  attention  8c  best  services. 

It  is  now  a  dead  calm  with  us,  but  I  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before 
the  political  ship  will  git  under  way,  &  that  I  shall  be  able  to  give  you 
some  favorable  account  of  the  voyage. 

I  have,  with  perfect  respect,  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  Holten  also  wrote  the  following  brief  letter  on  November  12  to  Moses  Gill,  concern- 
ing a  public  exchange  he  had  had  in  Gill's  behalf  with  Michael  Hillegas,  the  treasurer 
of  the  United  States.  None  of  the  papers  enclosed  with  it  have  been  identified. 

"I  was  honored  with  yours  of  the  26th  ultimo,  the  8th  inst.  I  immediately  wrote  to  Mr. 
Hillegas,  &  this  day  reed,  his  answer,  which  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose,  with  the 
account  &  papers  accompanying  the  same,  &  I  think  it  not  necessary  for  me  to  add  fur- 
ther, than  referring  you  to  his  letter  to  me  upon  the  subject;  &  if  I  have  rendered  you 
any  service  it  gives  me  pleasure. 

"We  have  not  a  Congress,  there  being  only  four  states  represented.  I  am  the  only  per- 
son from  the  eastward  of  this  State."  Holten  Papers,  DLC. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States 

Sir,  Trenton  November  lit,  1784. 

Pursuant  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation  the  States  of  Georgia, 
South  Carolina,  Virginia  and  New  Jersey  attended  here  on  the  first 
Monday  of  this  month,  and  also  one  Delegate  from  Massachusetts  & 
one  from  North  Carolina.1  The  States  and  Members  present  have 
waited  with  anxiety  to  this  time  in  daily  expectation  of  the  arrival  of 
Delegates  from  the  other  States,  but  finding  themselves  disappointed 
and  being  impressed  with  a  deep  sense  of  the  many  weighty  8c  impor- 
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tant  matters  which  nearly  concern  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the 
Union  and  which  demand  the  immediate  attention  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  Assembled  they  have  desired  me  to  give  your  Excel- 
lency this  information  and  to  urge  you  in  the  strongest  terms  to  send 
forward  with  all  possible  dispatch  the  Delegates  appointed  to  repre- 
sent your  State  in  Congress. 

With  the  greatest  Esteem  &  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "His  Excellency  the  Governor  (or  President)  of 
Newhamshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Pensylvania, 
Delaware,  Mariland,  N  Carolina." 

1  According  to  Thomson's  journal,  only  Georgia  and  Virginia  had  had  two  delegates 
present  "on  the  first  Monday  of  this  month,"  but  a  second  delegate  each  from  New  Jer- 
sey and  South  Carolina  had  arrived  by  November  1 1 .  See  JCC,  27:641 . 

For  the  struggle  to  get  the  new  Congress  in  session,  see  also  Thomson  to  Certain 
States,  November  29. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer 

Sir,  Trenton  Novemr.  lit.  1784 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  favour  of  the  1st.  I  have  not  re- 
ceived any  official  advice  from  Mr.  Ellsworth  or  Mr.  Denning,  but  have 
been  given  to  understand  that  the  latter  will  certainly  accept  the  Ap- 
pointment &  probably  the  former.1 

A  sufficient  number  of  States  have  not  yet  assembled  to  proceed  to 
business  but  it  seems  to  be  the  wish  of  the  Members  present  that  you 
would  come  forward.  At  their  desire  I  have  ordered  Mr.  Phillips  the 
Presidents  Steward  to  proceed  to  Annapolis  and  bring  up  the  furni- 
ture belonging  to  the  President's  household  and  as  the  Superinten- 
dant  has  resigned  I  am  desired  by  the  States  &  Members  present  to  re- 
quest the  favour  of  you  to  advance  to  Mr.  Phillips  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  his  expences  and  for  the  removal  of  the  goods  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  Dollars,  for  which  you  will  receive  a  Warrant  from  the 
President  when  elected.2 

With  great  respect,  I  am  &c,  C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  Jenifer,  along  with  William  Denning  and  Oliver  Ellsworth,  had  been  elected  a  com- 
missioner to  the  new  treasury  board  created  June  3,  1784.  For  Jenifer's  inability  to  ac- 
cept the  appointment,  see  Thomson  to  Jenifer,  October  19,  note.  Denning,  despite 
Thomson's  expectation,  declined  the  appointment  in  a  letter  of  December  6,  and 
Ellsworth  had  already  sent  Thomson  a  similar  letter  of  October  20.  See  PCC,  item  78, 
8:89-92,  417-18. 

For  the  election  of  three  new  commissioners  on  January  25,  John  Lewis  Gervais,  Wal- 
ter Livingston,  and  Samuel  Osgood,  see/CC,  28:18. 

2  See  the  following  entry. 
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Charles  Thomson  to  Richard  Phillips 

Mr.  Phillips,  Trenton  November  lit.  1784 

Yon  are  to  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  Annapolis  and  bring  from 
thence  all  the  furniture  and  Utensils  belonging  to  the  Presidents 
House-hold. 

On  your  return  with  them  to  Philadelphia  you  are  to  stop  there, 
and  wait  for  the  Orders  of  Congress  taking  care,  if  it  be  necessary  to 
load  the  Goods,  to  have  them  safely  lodged  8c  secured. 

You  are  to  engage  a  proper  person  to  go  down  with  the  Horses  and 
bring  up  the  Coach. 

You  will  deliver  the  enclosed  Letter  to  Mr.  Jennifer1  and  receive 
from  him  two  hundred  Dollars  out  of  which  you  will  defray  the  ex- 
pences  of  yourself  and  the  Coachman  and  for  freight  &  removal  of 
the  Goods  and  furniture  rendering  an  account  to  the  President  of 
Congress  on  your  return. 

I  am  Sir,  &c,  C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 
1  See  the  preceding  entry. 


John  Francis  Mercer  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir  Trenton  Novr.   12.  [17]  84. 

Altho'  I  shoud  have  blush'd  to  have  met  you,  after  having  so  long 
delay'd  repaying  the  money,  you  kindly  advanc'd  me,1  yet  the  sincere 
pleasure  I  felt  in  the  expectation  of  again  taking  you  by  the  hand  ef- 
faced every  other  impression  &  my  dissapointment  was  real  when  I 
learn'd  that  you  had  return'd  to  the  South  without  my  meeting  you. 
After  you  left  me  in  Congress — I  was  subjected  to  the  inconve- 
nience— I  may  indeed  say  misfortune — of  committing  money  to  the 
care  of  four  different  friends,  whose  necessities  were  so  urgent  as  to 
make  them  forget  mine.  This  added  to  my  expences  in  attending  an 
itenerant  Congress,  surpassing  infinitely  the  appointment  from  the 
State,  has  given  a  very  unfavorable  complexion  to  my  conduct  to  you. 
At  this  moment  I  am  unable  to  restore  the  whole  of  the  money  you 
loan'd  me  &  the  mode  I  have  taken  of  remitting  you  400  Dollars 
(whilst  I  hope  it  will  answer  perfectly  your  purpose)  discovers  my  in- 
ability to  adopt  any  other.  You  will  be  so  good  as  to  shew  the  enclos'd 
order  to  the  Treasurer  &  consult  with  him.  Inform  him  that  I  only  de- 
sire the  money  to  be  paid  you,  at  the  time  I  might  draw  it  myself,  con- 
sistently with  the  Law  of  the  State.  Therefore  if  the  forms  of  the  Office 
require  delay  until]  a  quarter's  salary  has  accumulated — notwithstand- 
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ing  this  specific  sum  will  be  soon  due — I  woud  be  oblig'd  to  you  so  to 
arrange  the  payment,  as  to  comply  with  what  is  requir'd  by  him.  As 
soon  as  my  Crops  can  be  converted  into  cash  I  will  be  punctual  to  pay 
the  sum  I  shall  still  owe  you. 

Twelve  days  have  expir'd  since  the  time  affix'd  for  the  Reassem- 
bling of  Congress,  &  as  yet  but  four  states  are  represented — Doctor 
Holten  alone,  has  appear'd  from  the  Eastern  States.  This  total  relax- 
ation 8c  innatention  to  the  Confederal  Government  (not  to  speak  of 
the  cause,  but  the  effect)  must  necessarily  have  an  exceeding  evil  ten- 
dency both  at  home  &  abroad.  The  judicious  Men  who  have  lately  re- 
turn'd  from  Europe,  all  agree,  that  the  prevalent  opinion  there  is — 
that  we  are  verging  fast  towards  anarchy  &  confusion — &  some  of 
them  say,  they  were  frequently  asked  by  men  otherwise  well  informed, 
whether  we  had  any  thing  like  Government  yet  remaining  among  us — 
8c  in  this  opinion  they  all  join,  that  nothing  is  so  ardently  desir'd  by 
the  British  nation  8c  ministry,  as  a  renewal  of  the  War  with  us — that 
the  same  old  leven  that  work'd  to  such  effect  in  72  was  still  strongly 
fermenting  at  the  British  Court.  Colo.  Monroe  has  lately  arriv'd  from 
Canada  8c  our  North  Western  Frontier.  He  says  that  every  thing  wears 
the  most  unfavorable  appearance  in  that  Quarter — the  retention  of 
the  Posts — intrigues  with  the  Indians,  8c  in  fine  every  measure  in  that 
Government,  indicates  a  settled  plan,  unfriendly,  if  not  hostile  to  the 
United  States.  From  all  this  I  am  led  to  apprehend  that  if  the  war, 
which  seems  ready  to  burst  forth  in  Europe,  shoud  break  out,  8c 
France  becomes  involv'd  therein  (which  her  late  engagements  with 
the  Dutch  Republic  render  inevitable),  that  Great  Britain  woud  keep 
her  neck  out  of  the  halter,  purposely  to  deal  with  us.  The  lightest  vi- 
sions of  imagination,  appear  as  solid  ground  of  apprehension  to  a  sus- 
picious mind — but  really  suspicion  becomes  a  virtue  in  a  political 
Character  where  there  is  a  consciousness  of  internal  Weakness  8c  total 
want  of  resource. 

In  my  judgement  there  never  was  a  crisis,  Threatning  an  event 
more  unfavorable  to  the  happiness  of  the  United  States,  than  the  pre- 
sent. Those  repellent  qualities  the  seeds  of  which  are  abundantly  sown 
in  the  discordant  manners  8c  sentiments  of  the  different  States  have 
produc'd  great  heats  &  animosities  in  Congress  now  no  longer  under 
the  restraint  impos'd  by  the  war — insomuch  that  I  almost  despair  of 
seeing  that  body  unite  in  those  decisive,  8c  energetic  measures,  requi- 
site for  the  public  safety  &  prosperity.  The  scanty  8c  irregular  Supply  of 
Money  to  the  Continental  Treasury,  from  the  feeble  8c  disconnected 
efforts,  of  the  different  States,  have  dwindled  into  nothing.  Several 
States  have  not  yet  taken  up  the  requisitions  for  84.  Some  after  taking 
them  up,  declare  they  do  not  understand  'em,  8c  they  all  conclude  in 
just  the  same  point — that  is  they  pay  nothing.  M.  Morriss  tells  me  that 
the  Contributions  of  Virginia  have  alone  kept  the  wheels  of  Govern- 
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ment  in  motion.  Now  notwithstanding  it  is  much  to  be  regretted,  we 
must  withhold  too,  or  pay  with  a  cautious  hand — for  why  ruin  our- 
selves to  postpone  a  misfortune  that  must  come  at  last,  &  perhaps  the 
sooner  the  better.  We  pay  greater  Taxes  than  any  people  under  the 
Sun  &  if  neighbouring  States  will  pay  nothing — the  effect  must  be  the 
depopulation  of  our  Country.  This  evil  has  already  made  a  progress  of 
fearful  extent. 

I  can  discover  no  resource  for  Congress  but  to  adhere  strictly  to  the 
plan  Recommended  in  April  82  8c  to  call  on  those  States  who  have 
pass'd  the  Impost  to  carry  it  immediately  in  execution.  The  refusal  of 
Rhode  Island  does  not  change  the  principle  on  which  they  agreed  to 
it,  or  render  the  measure  less  necessary.  I  believe  no  other  plan,  short 
of  divine  wisdom,  8c  not  protected  by  the  providence  of  God,  woud 
meet  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  these  States — &  at  all  events  the 
necessary  delay  woud  be  fatal  to  our  situation — for  an  Years  interest 
will  be  soon  due  in  Europe  &  all  the  interest  here,  without  a  Shilling 
to  pay.  If  ultimately  R.  I.  cannot  by  a  demand  of  the  principal  due 
from  her  8c  some  other  certain  mode  be  induced  to  consent  to  the 
only  alternative  of  Public  Justice — that  of  providing  funds  for  the  in- 
terest— if  other  States  shoud  fail  to  carry  the  Law  into  effect — the 
Willing  States  may  recant  before  any  great  injury  can  arise.  Such  are 
my  reflections,  I  wish  I  coud  see  others  as  sober  8c  as  serious  as  the  oc- 
casion merits — but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that,  always  more  anxious  about 
where  we  shall  sit,  than  what  we  shall  do — our  chief  dispute  now  is 
whether  we  shall  spend  the  Winter  in  Philadelphia  or  N.  York.  The  ad- 
vocates for  Philadelphia  are  more  numerous  8c  more  zealous,  so  that  I 
suppose  we  shall  revisit  the  State  House.  Wherever  we  go  8c  whatever 
we  do  I  shall  remain  yours  with  great  esteem  8c  sincere  friendship, 

John  F.  Mercer 

[P.S.]  I  beg  of  you  to  remember  me  very  particulary  to  Mr.  Jones. 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  Mercer  had  borrowed  $600  from  Madison  in  October  1783,  a  portion  of  which  re- 
mained unpaid  as  late  as  1803.  Madison,  Papers  (Hutchinson),  8:136n.l. 


Samuel  Hardy  to  Benjamin  Harrison 

Sir,  Trenton  14  Novr.  1784. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  my  arrival  at  this 
place  Six  days  ago.  There  is  not  yet  a  Congress,  five  States  only  being 
represented.  Several  Subjects  of  considerable  magnitude  await  their 
decision.  The  refusal  of  the  Commanding  Officer  in  Canady  to  deliver 
the  Posts  ceded  under  the  treaty,  and  their  putting  into  commission 
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several  Vessels  which  had  been  laid  aside  on  the  lakes  on  the  Signa- 
ture of  the  provisional  Articles  ivear  an  unfavorable  aspect.  What  mea- 
sures Congress  will  pursue  I  cannot  undertake  to  say. 

The  period  is  rapidly  approaching  when  we  shall  be  called  on  for 
the  interest  on  the  French  &  Dutch  loans.  Virginia  &  Pennsylvania 
have  made  considerable  advances — some  of  the  States  very  small 
ones — and  others  none  at  all. 

TV  (Vi:  Continental  Congress  Papers).  Endorsed:  "The  foregoing  is  an  Extract  of  a  Let- 
ter from  the  Honorable  Saml  Hardy  to  his  Excellency  the  Govr.  Teste  Archibald]  Blair 
C[lerk]  Cfouncil]." 


James  Monroe  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir  Trenton  Novr.  15.  1784 

You  reed.  I  hope  by  the  last  post  a  small  cypher  from  me.1  At  fort 
Stanwix  you  were  necessarily  acquainted  with  the  {variance}2  which 
had  taken  place  between  the  {Indian  comrs.  of  U.  States},  &  those  {of 
N.  York}  as  well  as  of  the  principles  upon  which  they  respectively  acted 
&  the  extent  to  which  they  carried  them.3  As  I  reach'd  {N.  York}  about 
eight  days  after  you  had  left  it  &  {the  Indian  comrs}  were  then  on  the 
ground  &  have  not  since  made  a  stat'ment  of  their  final  transactions 
there.  I  have  nothing  new  to  give  you  upon  that  head.  The  questions 
wh.  appear  to  me  to  arise  upon  the  subjects  {of  variance}  are  1. 
whether  these  {Indians}  are  to  be  consider'd  as  members  of  the  state 
of  {N.  York};  or  whether  the  living  simply  within  the  bounds  of  a  State, 
in  the  exclusion  only  of  an  European  power,  while  they  acknowledge 
no  obedience  to  its  laws  but  hold  a  country  over  which  they  do  not  ex- 
tend, nor  enjoy  the  protection  nor  any  of  the  rights  of  citizenship 
within  it,  is  a  situation  wh.  will  even  in  the  most  qualified  sense,  admit 
their  being  held  as  members  of  a  State?  2.  whether  on  the  other  hand 
this  is  not  a  description  of  those  whose  manag'ment  is  committed  by 
the  confideration  to  the  U  S.  in  Congress  assembled?  In  either  event 
the  land  held  by  these  {Indians},  having  never  been  ceded  either  by 
{N.  York}  or  {Massachusetts}  belongs  not  to  the  {U.  States};  the  only 
point  then  in  wh.  {N.  York}  can  be  reprehensible  is,  for  preceding  by  a 
particular,  the  general  {treaty}.  This  must  be  attributed  to  a  suspicion 
that  there  exists  in  {Congress}  a  design  to  injure  her.  The  transaction 
will  necessarily  come  before  us,  but  will  it  not  be  most  expedient  in 
the  present  state  of  our  affairs  to  form  no  decision  thereon?  I  know 
no  advantages  to  be  deriv'd  from  one.  If  the  general  {treaty}  hath 
been  obstructed  the  injury  sustain 'd  in  that  instance  is  now  without 
remedy.  A  decision  either  way,  will  neither  restore  the  time  we  have 
lost  nor  remove  the  impressions  wh.  this  {variance}  hath  made  with 


November  15,  1784  19 

the  (Indians)  &  in  the  (Court  of  G.  Britain)  respecting  us.  If  the  right 
(of  Congress)  hath  been  contraven'd  shall  we  not  derive  greater  injury 
by  urging  it  to  the  reprehension  of  (N.  York)  who  holds  herself  ag- 
griev'd  in  other  respects  than  by  suffering  our  sense  of  that  delin- 
quency to  lay  dormant?  Our  purchases  must  be  made  without  her 
bounds  8c  those  (Indians)  whose  alliance  we  see  inhabit  a  country  to 
which  she  hath  no  claim. 

(Mr.  Marbois)  is  dissatisfied  with  the  decision  of  the  (Court  of  Penn- 
sylvania) in  a  particular  affair.4  His  own  conduct  in  the  management 
of  that  business  previous  to  the  decision,  obtain'd  the  entire  approba- 
tion of  the  (King  of  France)  as  he  is  assur'd  in  a  letter  from  (the  minis- 
ter) of  marine,  and  certainly  he  conducted  it  in  as  high  a  tone  as  (the 
minister)  the  most  jealous  of  the  honor  of  (the  King  of  France)  cod. 
have  done.  Since  that  period  he  hath  not  reed,  the  orders  of  his 
(Court)  &  in  the  interval  hath  some  difficulty  how  to  act.  If  (Congress) 
go  to  (Phila.)  he  says  he  will  be  precluded  from  a  personal  attendance 
or  communication  there.  I  have  consider'd  this  matter  more  atten- 
tively since  I  saw  you  &  think  that  in  whatever  character  we  hold  the 
man  we  cannot  surrender  him  to  the  (Court  of  France)  even  if  (Penn- 
sylvania) wod.  accede  to  whatever  we  desir'd.  That  all  they  have  a  right 
to  expect  is  that  he  be  punish'd  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  (Pennsylvania) 
&  that  if  they  are  not  adequate,  others  be  made  for  preventing  the 
like  in  future,  wh.  might  [be]  effected  by  a  recommendation  from 
(Congress).  The  variance  wh.  took  place  between  the  members  of  the 
(committee  of  the  States)  wh.  terminated  in  their  abrupt  dissolution, 
by  a  secession  on  the  part  of  some  members,  is  also  an  affair  which 
may  come  before  us.  But  had  we  not  also  better  keep  this  affair  out  of 
sight  &  while  we  lament  they  could  not  in  that  instance  be  calm  8c 
temperate,  prevail  on  them  if  possible  to  be  so  in  future?  But  the 
more  interesting  object  is  the  (variance)  between  us  8c  (Great  Britain). 
Indeed  the  former  derive  their  consequence  principally  from  the 
weight  they  may  have  in  forming  her  conduct  with  respect  to  us.  If 
they  are  hostilely  dispos'd  these  circumstances  will  tend  to  give  them 
confidence.  My  letter  to  (Governor  Harrison)  gave  you  what  had  taken 
place  in  (Canada).5  I  am  strongly  impress'd  with  the  hostile  disposition 
(of)  that  (Court)  towards  us.  Not  only  what  I  saw,  but  the  information 
of  all  the  American  gentlemen  lately  from  (Great  Britain)  confirm  it, 
8c  particularly  one  of  (Maryland),  one  of  (Pennsylvania),  8c  (Mr.  Lau- 
rens) who  is  now  with  us.  The  former  two  have  lately  return'd  to  the 
continent.  We  are  certainly  in  no  condition  for  (war)  &,  while  we  pre- 
serve the  honor  8c  dignity  of  the  (U.  States),  must  earnestly  endeavor 
to  prevent  it.  If  they  will  comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  late  (treaty), 
as  we  must  on  our  part  do  whatever  it  enjoins,  our  situation  is  as 
happy  as  we  cod.  expect  it.  The  sooner  we  are  ascertain'd  upon  this 
point  the  better  it  will  be  for  us.  We  must  suppose  they  will  comply 
with  the  (treaty)  8c  surrender  the  (western  posts)  8c  it  is  therefore  our 
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business  to  make  provision  for  taking  possession  of  them  in  the 
Spring.  (The  minister}  whom  we  may  order  to  that  (Court)  to  obtain 
an  answer  upon  this  head  &:  cultivate  its  good  wishes  toward  us,  will  we 
trust  inform  us  by  the  Spring  that  the  (western  posts)  will  be  given  up 
&  the  troops  whom  we  may  raise  for  that  purpose  will  of  course  be  ap- 
plied to  the  garrisoning  of  them.  Many  of  the  (western  posts)  I  have 
seen  &  think  1200,  the  smallest  number  we  shod,  think  of.  But  yet  we 
have  no  Congress  nor  is  the  prospect  better  than  when  I  wrote  you 
last.  All  my  associates  are  here  except  Grayson.  I  beg  of  you  to  write 
me  weekly  &  give  me  your  opinion  upon  these  &  every  other  subject 
which  you  think  worthy  of  attention.  A  motion  will  certainly  be  made 
as  soon  as  we  have  a  Congress  for  its  removal  hence,  to  wh.  shall  we 
give  the  preference  (N.  York)  or  (Philad.).  We  know  not  whom  we  shall 
have  for  (the  President  of  Congress).  The  (Deligates)  of  (So.  Carolina) 
think  of  (Mr.  Laurens),  but  if  I  may  venture  a  conjecture  from  what  I 
have  observ'd,  with  respect  to  (Mr.  Laurens's)  intentions  I  shod,  sup- 
pose his  object  was  to  attain  the  appointmt.  to  the  (Court  of  Great 
Britain);  the  rule  heretofore  adopted  in  the  election  of  (the  President 
of  Congress)  will  I  think  be  deviated  from,6  if  this  shod,  be  the  case  it 
is  not  improbable  (R.  H.  Lee)  may  be  elected.  I  have  heretofore  ad- 
dress'd  my  letters  to  Mr.  Jones  to  Richmond  but  fear  from  the  ac- 
counts I  have  of  his  health  he  hath  not  left  home.  Is  this  the  case?  I 
am  with  great  respect  &  esteem  Dear  Sir  yr.  fnd.  &  servt. 

Jas.  Monroe7 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  See  Monroe  to  Madison,  November  7. 

2  Words  printed  in  braces  in  this  text  were  written  by  Monroe  in  cipher. 

3  For  the  context  of  Monroe's  observations  and  his  exchange  with  Madison  concern- 
ing the  conflict  between  Congress  and  New  York  over  treaty  making  with  the  Six  Na- 
tions, see  J.  David  Lehman,  "The  End  of  the  Iroquois  Mystique:  the  Oneida  Land  Ces- 
sion Treaties  of  the  1780s,"  WMQ  47  (October  1990):  523-39;  and  Madison,  Papers 
(Hutchinson),  8:156-59. 

4  That  is,  the  case  of  Julien,  chevalier  de  Longchamps,  who  had  assaulted  the  French 
consul  general  in  Philadelphia  in  May  for  which  he  received  a  $200  fine  and  two  years 
in  jail.  See  Thomas  Mifflin  to  the  Chevalier  de  La  Luzerne,  May  31,  1784. 

5  See  Monroe  to  Benjamin  Harrison,  October  30,  1784. 

6  That  is,  the  practice  of  rotating  the  presidency  among  the  state  delegations;  no 
member  from  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  North  Carolina,  or  Georgia  had  yet  held 
the  office. 

Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  addressed  this  point  in  a  November  6  letter  to  John  Francis 
Mercer  from  Philadelphia: 

"On  talking  with  the  gentlemen  who  have  returned  from  Trenton,  I  find  they  do  not 
approve  of  the  plan  of  having  a  President  for  the  Week,  they  wish  to  have  him  for  the 
year  with  the  Table  as  Usual,  but  incline  to  break  thro'  the  rule,  which  seems  to  have 
been  tacitly  consented  to  by  Congress,  that  is,  that  each  State  should  have  a  President, 
before  any  One  should  have  two:  After  it  has  gone  thro'  all  the  States  Except  four,  I 
think  it  would  be  treating  them  with  particular  indignity  to  throw  them  out,  unless  Con- 
gress thought  it  was  necessary  to  place  the  presidency  upon  a  different  footing,  such  as 
the  mode  you  propose,  or  some  other  which  would  materially  alter  it.  The  South  Car- 
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olinians  in  case  this  should  take  place,  are  for  putting  Laurens  in  the  Chair.  I  don't 
know  the  gentleman,  or  what  his  abilities  are,  but  this  I  think,  that  his  conduct  during 
the  time  he  was  a  prisoner  in  England  was  not  such  as  to  intitle  him  to  the  honor  of 
being  a  second  time  Elected  President — besides  if  the  rule  is  broke  thro'  other  States 
have  men  in  their  Delegations  whom  they  would  wish  to  bring  forward  and  with  as 
much  propriety  I  am  sure  as  So.  Carolina  can  Mr.  Laurens."  Roberts  Collection,  PHC. 

7  The  preceding  day  Monroe  had  written  a  letter  to  Wilson  Cary  Nicholas  of  Virginia, 
describing  his  trip  to  western  New  York  and  Canada,  an  extract  of  which  appeared  in 
the  Collector,  68  (January-February  1955),  item  n.  61.  'Those  observations  I  had  an  op 
portunity  to  make  respecting  the  movements  of  the  Brith.  government  in  Canada,  I 
communicated  to  the  Executive  who  have  I  suppose  handed  them  to  the  Assembly.  Un- 
dll  the  absolute  declaration  there  is,  it  is  true,  no  certainty  of  war,  but  I  am  fully  per- 
suaded it  wd.  give  them  pleasure,  I  mean  the  ct.  of  London,  that  we  shod,  give  them  an 
opportunity  to  quarrell  with  us.  The  whole  nation  are  dissatistfied  with  the  late  peace, 
&  are  if  I  am  well  inform'd  restless  for  an  occasion  to  retrieve  the  publick  honor  &  loss. 
On  our  part  if  we  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  it,  we  shod,  comply  with  all  the  condi- 
tions of  it  with  a  religious  truth." 

Monroe  went  on  to  observe  that  John  Francis  Mercer  was  "desirous  of  being  ap- 
pointed in  the  Executive. ...  I  think  him  better  qualified  for  that  than  the  office  wh. 
he  holds.  His  talents  certainly  qualify  him  for  either  but  from  his  particular  warmth 
of  temper  or  prejudice  against  characters  or  states  a  conduct  similar  to  that  must  be 
injurious  here." 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Samuel  Adams 

My  dear  Sir,  Trenton  in  N.Jersey  Novr.  18.  1784 

The  same  cause  that  deprived  me  of  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from 
you  sooner  in  answer  to  my  former  letter,  has  in  great  degree  pre- 
vented me  from  sooner  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of 
Septr.  23d  1783;  which  I  received  in  the  following  winter,  when  labor- 
ing under  a  long  continued,  severe  illness,  that  had  nearly  ended  my 
days.  I  thank  God  that  I  am  now  pretty  well  recovered.  Insomuch,  that 
I  have  been  prevailed  on,  once  more  to  take  a  seat  in  Congress;  my 
brothers  three  years  having  ended  with  this  federal  year.  1  am  much 
grieved  my  dear  friend,  to  observe  the  wonderful  lassitude  that  pre- 
vails in  public  affairs.  It  is  now  eighteen  days  since  Congress  ought  to 
have  assembled  here,  and  as  yet  we  have  but  five  States.  It  surprises  me 
that  these  five  are  all  Southern.  None  but  the  worthy  Dr.  Holten  from 
your  State  being  yet  arrived  from  the  eastward;  whence,  formerly  we 
used  to  derive  most  punctuality,  alacrity,  and  judicious  dispatch  of 
public  business.  Yet  there  are  many  subjects  of  great  importance,  that 
demand  the  speedy,  temperate,  wise,  and  firm  discussion  of  Congress. 
We  have  seen  here  the  late  report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council 
in  G.  Britain  upon  the  petition  of  the  W.  India  planters  and  Mer- 
chants, soliciting  an  open  and  liberal  trade  with  these  United  States. 
In  this  report,  all  the  illiberal  &  senseless  principles  of  commerce  that 
are  scattered  thro  Lord  Sheffields  book,  are  taken  up  and  recom- 
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mended.  The  report  was  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons— But  it  seems  that  the  Parliament  is  prorogued  without  touch- 
ing the  subject  of  their  Commerce  with  us.  So  that  it  remains  on  the 
old  ground  of  proclamation,  interdicting  our  Trade  with  the  B.  West 
Indies,  but  thro  the  medium  of  British  Vessels.  It  is  not  difficult  for  an 
attentive  and  diligent  enquirer  to  discern  the  old  Leaven  working  in 
the  British  councils.  The  same  men  still  rule  in  secret,  the  same  mea- 
sures are  wished  to  be  practised  upon.  Nor  does  it  signify  much 
whether  a  Pitt  or  a  North  comes  forward  upon  the  Stage.  The  Nation 
too,  like  a  strong,  proud,  &  sullen  Man  angry  from  unexpected  de- 
feat, and  imputing  misfortunes  to  Casualties,  would  seem  not  averse 
to  a  second  trial.  I  remember  when  once  I  detested  the  moderate 
character.  At  this  moment  I  think  that  moderation,  wisdom,  firmness, 
and  attention,  are  the  principles  proper  for  our  adoption:  and  highly 
becoming  the  dignity  of  our  successful  situation.  Being  always  pre- 
pared for  the  worst,  the  best  events  will  not  be  unpleasing.  It  is  observ- 
able that  great  hopes  are  entertained  beyond  the  waters  from  the  ex- 
pectation of  discord,  disunion,  8c  apathy  on  our  part.  I  sincerely  wish 
that  they  may  be  disappointed.  We  understand  that  Silas  Deane  8c 
Arnold  are  in  frequent  conversation  with  the  British  M[iniste]rs — And 
it  is  said  that  the  former  composed  part  of  the  book  adopted  by  Lord 
Sheffield.  Indeed,  the  principles  of  that  book  are  precisely  the  same 
with  those  contained  in  one  of  Mr.  Deane's  intercepted  letters  in 
1781.  What  kind  of  conduct  are  we  to  expect  from  G.  Britain,  when  its 
councils  are  mixt  with  gall,  and  when  the  acrimony  of  blasted  ambi- 
tion and  avarice  is  permitted  to  insinuate  itself?  I  shall  be  extremely 
happy  to  be  aided  by  your  counsels  during  my  residence  in  Congress. 
Our  letters  may,  in  this  direct  line  of  post,  be  secure — especially  as  the 
times  are  not  quite  so  inquisitive  as  formerly.  I  beg  that  my  best  re- 
spects may  be  presented  to  Mrs.  Adams,  and  remember  me,  if  you 
please,  to  Gen.  Warren,  to  Mr.  Gerry  8c  Mr.  Lovell. 

I  am  dear  Sir  most  sincerely  and  affectionately  your  friend, 

Richard  Henry  Lee 

RC  (NN:  Samuel  Adams  Papers). 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Thomas  Lee  Shippen 

My  dear  Cousin,1  Trenton  Novr.  19.  1784 

This  mornings  post  put  into  my  possession  your  favor  of  the  17th  in- 
stant, and  I  thank  you  for  it  with  great  sincerity.  I  am  very  happy  to 
hear  that  Mr.  Reed  is  in  your  delegation,2  and  I  should  have  been 
much  more  so,  if  your  worthy  father  had  been  there  likewise.  It  greatly 
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smooths  the  rugged  paths  of  politics,  to  travel  them  with  men  of  abil- 
ity, integrity,  and  candor.  We  are  as  remote  from  having  a  Congress,  as 
we  were  19  days  ago3 — with  the  southern  delegates  at  Philadelphia, 
and  those  of  your  State  inclusive,  we  have  but  Six  States  and  an  half 
represented.  But  one  delegate  as  yet  from  the  eastward,  whence  for- 
merly proceeded  the  most  industrious  attention  to  public  business.  I 
do  not  like  this  lentor,  this  strange  lassitude  in  those  who  are  ap- 
pointed to  transact  public  affairs.  I  am  here  placed  in  the  house  of  a 
Mr.  Howe,  where  I  have  a  good  warm  bed  chamber,  and  other  conve- 
niences to  my  satisfaction.  The  streets  of  the  Village  in  this  rainy  sea- 
son, are  most  disagreeably  wet  &  muddy.  How  long  we  shall  remain 
here,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  say.  Mr.  Woolcot,  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for  the  Indian  treaties  has  come  here  with  a  Treaty  concluded 
very  satisfactorily  with  the  Six  nations.4  He  says  that  the  other  two 
Commissioners  are  gone  to  Pittsburg  to  treat  with  the  Western  Indi- 
ans, and  he  apprehends  that  they  will  accomplish  their  business  on 
that  quarter  with  facility.  I  am  a  good  deal  distressed  about  my 
horses — if  they  go  to  vendue,  they  will  sell  for  nothing.  If  they  remain 
unsold,  they  will  eat  more  than  they  are  worth.  At  this  place  I  think 
they  would  not  sell,  because  here  are  so  many  for  sale.  If  they  were  in 
Virginia,  I  should  have  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  sell  the  two  for  40  or 
50  pounds.  In  this  state  of  things  I  can  devise  no  mode  of  proceeding 
but  the  following,  which  by  your  friendly  offices  may  perhaps  be  ac- 
complished. My  namesake  Mr.  Lee  of  the  Indian  Queen,  is  a  goodna- 
tured,  obliging  person,  and  I  understand  that  he  has  something  to  say 
with  the  Stage  that  goes  to  Virginia.  But  tho  this  last  should  not  be  the 
case,  his  interposition  with  Twinings  Stage  may  obtain  what  I  want; 
which  is,  that  my  horses  be  received  to  work  their  way  to  Alexandria  in 
Virginia  so  as  not  to  injure  them,  but  only  to  travel  them  reasonable 
distances  at  a  time  and  giving  them  due  rest  &  food — which  will  at 
once  ease  their  Cavalry,  and  accomplish  my  purpose  of  getting  my 
horses  to  Virginia.  At  Alexandria  they  are  to  be  deliverd  to  Mr.  Fendall 
(with  the  inclosed  letter)  who  lives  about  half  a  mile  from  the  Town 
and  is  well  known  there.  If  Mr.  Lee  will  undertake  the  affair  for  me,  I 
shall  certainly  succeed,  &  my  horses  will  not  be  injured  in  going 
back — Which  latter  may  happen  by  overdriving — not  properly  resting 
&  properly  feeding.  Will  you  be  so  kind  as  try  your  talents  at  negotia- 
tion with  Mr.  Lee?  Julius  Caesar  shewd  his  ambition  as  much  when  he 
preferd  being  the  first  man  in  a  small  Village  to  the  second  in  Rome,  as 
when  he  grasped  the  Imperial  purple.  So  evidence  may  be  given  in 
small  negotiations  of  superior  fitness  for  great  affairs.  I  will  inclose 
you  a  letter  for  Mr.  Fendall  to  go  with  the  Horses,  upon  a  presump- 
tion that  your  address  will  be  surely  successful.  I  am  glad  to  know  that 
Mr.  Quanier  promises  well,  and  I  expect  he  will  remember  that  the 
promises  of  a  Man  of  honor  are  sacred. 
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Present  my  best  love  to  your  Father,  Mother,  &  Sister — And  when 
you  see  the  Old  Gentleman  do  not  forget  me  with  him. 

I  am  my  dear  Cousin  your  affectionate  Uncle  and  sincere  friend, 

Richard  Henry  Lee 

[P.S.]  Will  Mr.  Hiltzheimer  be  so  kind  as  have  attention  paid  to  my 
horses  backs  while  they  Stay?  They  shd.  be  put  to  Oats  &  dry  hay  2  or 
3  days  before  they  Travel.5 

RC  (DLC:  Shippen  Family  Papers).  Lee,  Utters  (Ballagh),  2:295-97. 

1  Shippen  (1765-98)  was  the  son  of  Lee's  sister  Alice  and  Dr.  William  Shippen,  Jr. 
(1736-1808)  of  Philadelphia.  Randolph  S.  Klein,  Portrait  of  an  Early  American  Family:  The 
Shippens  of  Pennsylvania  Across  Five  Generations  (Philadelphia:  University  of  Pennsylvania 
Press,  1975),  pp.  214-19. 

2  That  is,  Joseph  Reed,  who  had  been  elected  a  delegate  for  Pennsylvania  on  Novem- 
ber 16,  but  chose  not  to  attend  Congress. 

s  Lee  had  also  complained  to  Shippen  on  November  10  that  "We  have  not  yet  a  Con- 
gress— perhaps  it  may  be  next  week  before  we  get  members  enough.  Strange  insensibil- 
ity this,  to  public  duty!"  He  also  observed  that  "As  far  as  I  can  judge,  from  the  conversa- 
tion here,  if  Congress  moves  from  this  place,  Philadelphia  stands  the  fairest  chance  to 
be  the  seat  of  its  future  residence."  Shippen  Family  Papers,  DLC;  and  Lee,  Letters  (Bal- 
lagh), 2:292-93. 

4  See  the  following  entry,  note  1. 

5  Lee's  horses  (and  a  special  order  for  black  silk  breeches  he  had  placed  with  Ship- 
pen's  tailor  in  Philadelphia)  were  also  the  principal  subject  of  several  letters  he  subse- 
quently wrote  to  Shippen  on  November  22  and  24,  and  December  3,  13,  15,  and  29, 
which  are  in  the  Shippen  Family  Papers,  DLC;  and  Lee,  Letters  (Ballagh),  2:301-4, 
307-10,312-14,320-21. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  James  Madison 

Sir  Trenton  November  20.  1784 

I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  give  you  the  satisfaction  that  I  know  it 
would  afford  you  to  be  informed  that  Congress  was  assembled  and 
proceeding  well  with  the  public  business.  Unfortunately,  we  have  not 
yet  a  Congress,  &  altho  twenty  days  are  elapsed  since  the  time  ap- 
pointed for  its  meeting,  but  4  States  have  been  convened.  No  doubt 
Colo.  Monroe  has  informed  his  Correspondents  of  the  intelligence  he 
received  on  his  Tour  to  Montreal,  Niagara  &c.  that  one  reason  as- 
sign'd  for  detaining  the  western  posts  from  the  United  States  was,  be- 
cause Virginia  had  not  repealed  her  laws  that  impede  the  recovery  of 
British  debts.  It  is  sincerely  to  be  lamented  that  our  State  should  be  so 
charged,  and  it  is  much  to  be  wished  that  the  Advocates  for  retaining 
those  laws  wd.  no  longer  insist  upon  furnishing  pretext  for  detaining 
from  the  U.S.  possessions  of  such  capital  importance  to  the  Union  as 
these  posts  are.  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  the  treaty 
lately  made  at  Fort  Stanwix  with  the  six  nations.  It  was  brought  here 
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by  Mr.  Wolcott,1  who  informs  us  that  the  other  two  Commissioners 
were  gone  to  Pittsburg  to  hold  a  treaty  there  with  the  western  na- 
tions— he  apprehends  (from  the  content  that  appeard  at  fort  Stanwix 
among  some  Shawanese  chiefs)  that  the  commissioners  will  not  find 
much  difficulty  in  treating  with  the  western  Indians.  The  accounts  that 
we  daily  receive  of  the  powerful  emigrations  from  our  State  to  Georgia, 
to  North  &  South  Carolina,  &  from  the  interior  parts  to  Kentucki,  are 
very  alarming.  The  causes  assigned,  are  two — the  desire  of  removing 
from  heavy  taxes,  and  the  search  after  land.  It  certainly  becomes  our 
Legislature  to  consider  this  point  with  great  attention,  and  to  remove, 
or  lessen  the  causes  that  effect  the  depopulation  of  the  country.  Do 
you  not  think  Sir,  that  the  Taxes  might  be  considerably  lessened  by 
funding  all  our  debts,  both  foreign  and  domestic — And  then,  by  im- 
posing such  Taxes  only  as  will  most  punctually  pay  the  interest  &  sink 
the  principal  by  very  slow  degrees  and  for  support  of  the  Civil  list?  This 
would  satisfy  the  public  creditors,  because  the  certainty  of  receiving  the 
interest  will  render  the  principal  vendible  on  good  terms.  It  seems  to 
me,  that  by  this  mode,  the  tax  might  be  considerably  lowerd  from  its 
present  enormous  height.  I  think  that  I  may  venture  safely  to  say,  that 
our  Revenue,  Certificate,  and  all  other  taxes,  amount  in  the  aggregate 
to  a  heavier  taxation  than  prevails  in  any  part  of  the  world!  Upon  this 
circumstance,  I  find  some  British  writers  founding  the  hope  of  our  de- 
population. It  surprised  me  a  good  deal  that  our  last  Assembly  did  not 
take  up  and  adopt,  for  the  ease  of  our  fellow  Citizens,  the  Facilities 
given  by  Congress  in  their  Act  of  the  28th  of  April  last.2  By  this  Act 
(which  I  understand  is  before  the  Assembly)  one  fourth  of  the  federal 
demand  against  us,  may  be  discharged  with  Certificates  of  interest  for 
money  loaned  the  U.S.  or  for  interest  on  liquidated  debts  of  the  U.  S. 
If  these  certificates  were  by  law  made  receivable  in  the  Revenue  tax,  it 
would  certainly  &  considerably  facilitate  the  payment  of  that  Tax. 

It  seems  that  the  parliament  of  G.  Britain  was  prorogued  without 
any  thing  being  done  respecting  our  Trade  with  them,  altho  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  privy  Council,  upon  the  petition  of  the  W.  India  planters 
&  merchants  for  a  free  trade  between  them  &  the  U.  S.  had  reported 
an  approbation  of  all  the  silly,  malign  commercial  restraints  upon  our 
trade  with  their  W.  India  islands,  that  are  to  be  found  in  Lord 
Sheffields  book  on  the  Commerce  of  the  two  countries.3 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  esteem  and  regard,  Sir  your  most 
humble  servant,  Richard  Henry  Lee. 

E  n  c.  i.  o  SURE 

Articles  of  a  Treaty  concluded  at  Fort  Stanwix  on  the  22d  day  of  Oc- 
tober 1784  between  Oliver  Wolcott,  Richard  Butler,  and  Arthur  Lee 
Commissioners  plenepotentiary  from  the  United  States  in  Congress 
Assembled  on  the  one  part  and  the  Sachems  and  Warriors  of  the  Six 
Nations  on  the  other  part. 


26  NOVEMBER  20,  1784 

The  United  States  of  America  give  peace  to  the  Senecas,  Mohawks, 
Onondagas,  &  Cayugas,  and  receive  them  into  their  protection  upon 
the  following  conditions. 

Article  1st.  Six  Hostages  shall  be  immediately  delivered  to  the  Commis- 
sioners by  the  said  nations,  to  remain  in  possession  of  the  United  States 
dll  all  the  prisoners,  white  &  black,  which  were  taken  by  the  said  Senec  as, 
Mohawks,  Onondagas  and  Cayugas,  or  by  any  of  them,  in  the  late  war, 
from  among  the  people  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  delivered  up. 

Art.  2d.  The  Oneida  and  Tuscarora  Nations  shall  be  secured  in  the 
possession  of  the  Lands  on  which  they  are  settled. 

Art.  3d.  A  line  shall  be  drawn,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  a  creek 
about  four  miles  east  of  Niagara  called  Oyonwayea  or  Johnsons  landing 
place  upon  the  Lake  named  by  the  Indians  Oswego,  and  by  us  Ontario. 
From  thence  Southerly  in  a  direction  always  four  miles  east  of  the  Car- 
rying path  between  Lake  Erie  and  Ontario  to  the  mouth  of  Tehosero- 
ron  or  Buffaloe  Creek  on  Lake  Erie.  Thence  South  to  the  north 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Thence  West  to  the  end  of  the 
said  north  boundary.  Thence  South  along  the  west  boundary  of  the 
said  State  to  the  river  Ohio.  The  said  line  from  the  mouth  of  Oyon- 
wayea to  the  Ohio  shall  be  the  western  boundary  of  the  Lands  of  the 
Six  Nations,  so  that  the  Six  Nations  shall  and  do  yield  to  the  United 
States  all  claims  to  the  country  west  of  the  said  boundary,  and  then 
they  shall  be  secured  in  the  peaceful  possession  of  the  lands  they  in- 
habit East  and  North  of  the  same,  reserving  only  Six  miles  square  round 
the  fort  of  Oswego  to  the  United  States  for  the  support  of  the  same. 

Art.  4th.  The  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  in  consideration 
of  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  in  execution  of 
the  humane  and  liberal  views  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  signing 
of  the  above  articles,  will  order  goods  to  be  delivered  to  the  said  Six 
nations  for  their  use  and  comfort. 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers).  Enclosure  endorsed  by  Lee:  "Treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix  be- 
tween the  United  States  &  the  six  Nations.  October  1784." 

1  Oliver  Wolcott  had  reached  Trenton  the  preceding  day  with  the  treaty  signed  on 
October  22  by  himself  and  his  fellow  commissioners,  Richard  Butler  and  Arthur  Lee, 
and  by  the  sachems  and  warriors  of  the  Six  Nations.  The  treaty  fixed  the  western 
boundary  of  the  Indian  domain  and  secured  the  Oneidas  and  Tuscaroras,  who  had 
sided  with  the  United  States  during  the  war,  in  the  possession  of  their  lands,  while  it 
compelled  the  hostile  Senecas,  Mohawks,  Onondagas,  and  Cayugas  to  give  up  six 
hostages  pending  the  release  of  all  hostages.  Wolcott  submitted  the  treaty  to  Congress 
on  November  30,  the  day  after  it  first  convened  a  quorum,  along  with  an  October  22 
speech  of  the  Oneida  chiefs  and  an  October  26  letter  from  the  commissioners  which 
were  referred  to  committee.  When  Congress  considered  the  committee's  December  2 
report  on  the  3rd,  it  postponed  action,  resolving  only  to  transfer  the  troops  at  Fort  Stan- 
wix to  West  Point.  The  treaty  itself  was  not  approved  until  June  3,  1785,  when  it  was 
taken  up  in  conjunction  with  the  January  21  Treaty  of  Fort  Mcintosh  negotiated  by  But- 
ler and  Lee.  See  JCC,  27:659-60,  723,  28:423-24;  and  PCC,  item  56,  fols.  137-40, 
309-16,  item  135,  fols.  172-74,  item  174,  fols.  1-3,  item  186,  fol.  167.  See  also  Thomas 
Mifflin  to  the  Indian  Commissioners,  March  22,  1784;  and  the  following  entry,  note. 
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2  SeeJCC,  26:300-309,  31 1-14;  and  Thomas  Mifflin  to  the  States,  May  6,  1784. 
:1  See  these  Letters,  20:608n.l. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  George  Washington 

Dear  Sir,  Trenton  in  N.Jersey  Novr.  20.  1784 

I  should  sooner  have  done  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  you,  if  it 
had  been  in  my  power  to  have  communicated  any  thing  agreeable — 
But  I  could  only  have  informed  you  that  we  had  not,  have  not,  nor 
can  we  say  when,  Members  enough  will  be  assembled  to  make  a  Con- 
gress. As  yet  we  have  but  four  States  convened.  This  lassitude  in  our 
public  councils  must  afflict  our  friends,  and  encourage  the  hopes  of 
our  Trans-Atlantic  foes,  who  look  at  us  with  an  evil  eye.  Mr.  Wolcott  ar- 
rived here  yesterday  with  the  Treaty  made  at  Fort  Stanwix  with  the  Six 
Nations,  and  he  informs  us  that  the  other  two  Commissioners  have 
proceeded  to  Pittsburg  to  treat  with  the  western  Tribes.  He  thinks 
(from  the  satisfaction  that  appeared  among  some  Shawanese  Chiefs 
who  were  at  Fort  Stanwix)  that  the  Commissioners  will  not  find  much 
difficulty  in  their  treaty  with  the  western  Indians.  I  have  the  honor  to 
inclose  you  a  copy  of  the  Northern  treaty,  and  shall  be  happy  to  know 
your  opinion  of  it.1 

I  understand  from  Mr.  Wolcott,  that  the  Commissioners  of  the 
United  States  met  many  difficulties  thrown  in  their  way  by  N.  York, 
which  they  overcame  at  last  by  firmness  and  perseverance.  It  is  unfor- 
tunate when  individual  views  obstruct  general  measures,  and  more  es- 
pecially when  a  State  becomes  opposed  to  the  States;  because  it  seems 
to  confirm  the  predictions  of  those  who  wish  us  not  well,  and  who 
cherish  hopes  from  a  discord  that  may  arise  from  different  interests. 
Colo,  Monroe,  of  our  delegation,  who  is  lately  returned  from  a  Tour 
to  Montreal,  Niagara,  and  Lake  Erie,  informs  us  that  he  learnt  in  his 
journey,  that  the  western  posts  were  to  be  detained  from  us;  and  that 
the  reason  assigned  was,  because  of  the  conduct  of  N.  York  and  Vir- 
ginia. The  former  for  pushing  the  law  of  confiscation  beyond  the 
terms  of  peace,  and  Virginia  for  not  repealing  the  laws  that  impede 
the  recovery  of  British  debts.  The  Governor  of  N.  York  told  Colo. 
Monroe,  that  it  was  a  mistaken  charge  upon  them,  for  that  they  had 
not  confiscated  since  the  provisional  articles.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that 
any  pretext  should  be  furnished  for  injuring  us  in  the  essential  man- 
ner that  the  detention  of  these  posts  will  do.  The  Parliament,  it  seems, 
is  prorogued  without  touching  the  subject  of  their  trade  with  us,  altho 
a  committee  of  the  privy  Council  upon  the  petition  of  the  West  India 
merchants  and  planters,  had  reported  an  approbation  of  all  the  silly, 
malign  principles  of  Lord  Sheffield  respecting  our  trade  with  the 
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B.  W.  Indies.  This  book  of  Lord  Sheffields  has  been  ably  answerd  by 
several  writers  in  G.  Britain.  My  respects,  if  you  please,  to  your  Lady — I 
hope  that  she  has  recoverd  her  health. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  hum- 
ble servant,  Richard  Henry  Lee 

RC  (PHi:  Gratz  Collection). 

1  A  copy  of  the  Fort  Stanwix  treaty,  in  Lee's  hand,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers,  DEC, 
together  with  a  copy  in  a  clerical  hand  which  Arthur  Eee  had  enclosed  in  a  November 
19  letter  from  Carlisle,  Pa.  See  also  the  preceding  entry,  note  1.  For  Washington's  De- 
cember 14  reply,  see  Washington,  Papers  (Abbot),  Confederation  Series,  2:181-83. 


Jacob  Read  to  Benjamin  Guerard 

Sir  Philadelphia  20th.  Novr.  1784. 

My  last  Letter  was  by  Captn.  Strong  of  the  Ship  Philadelphia  & 
dated  31st  Octr.1  in  answer  to  your  Excellency's  dispatch  of  the  17th 
of  Septr.  last  past. 

When  I  wrote  I  entertained  the  most  sanguine  hopes  that  the  New 
Congress  wou'd  soon  have  made  a  House  &  have  proceeded  with 
Alacrity  8c  dispatch  on  the  various  &  important  business  now  on  the 
Files  8c  ready  to  be  acted  on. 

In  this  however  I  have  the  Mortification  to  have  been  mistaken. 
Three  Weeks  have  elapsed  &  we  have  not  assembled  more  than  four 
States,  vizt — Georgia,  So.  Carolina,  Virginia,  &  New  Jersey,  with  one 
Member  from  Massachusetts  &  one  from  No.  Carolina.  Pennsylvania 
indeed  only  elected  her  new  Delegation  on  Tuesday  last — that  of  the 
last  Year  was  so  near  expiring  that  it  was  not  worth  the  trouble  of  a 
journey  to  Trenton.  We  are  at  a  Loss  to  conjecture  what  keeps  back 
Maryland,2  the  Delaware  State  &  New  York.  Further  Eastward  I  believe 
their  General  Courts  are  sitting  at  this  Season  8c  'tis  probable  the  Mem- 
bers elected  may  choose  to  keep  their  seats  thro'  the  session  in  Order 
to  come  on  fully  possessed  of  the  sentiments  of  their  respective  Legisla- 
tures. I  have  placed  their  absence  in  the  most  favourable  point  of 
view — so  great  Inattention  at  this  Moment  is  however  very  unpleasing. 

We  hope  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  to  have  No.  Carolina  on  the  Floor,3 
&  also  think  by  that  time  the  Pennsylvania  Delegation  may  be  ready  to 
attend.  If  then  New  York  8c  Delaware  shou'd  pay  any  attention  to  a 
Circular  Letter  the  States  attending  at  Trenton  instructed  the  secre- 
tary to  write  on  the  1 1  th  Instant,4  we  may  hope  to  assemble  a  proper 
quorum  of  the  states  for  ordinary  Purposes  in  the  Course  of  the  next 
Week — but  without  a  full  House  we  cannot  touch  the  important  Mat- 
ters in  which  the  nearest  Interests  of  the  Union  are  involved. 
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I  have  the  Pleasure  to  inform  your  Excelly.  that  on  Wednesday  last 
Mr.  Woolcott  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  for  nego- 
ciating  peace  with  the  Indians  arrived  at  Trenton  with  the  Treaty  con- 
cluded on  or  about  the  24th  of  October  (I  am  not  pointed  as  to  the 
date)  with  the  Six  Nations.5  Our  Commissioners  have  gained  a  most 
advantageous  Line  of  division  of  Property  from  those  people  &  have 
secured  effectually  all  the  carrying  places  to  &  between  the  Lakes  as 
well  as  proper  Territory  round  the  Posts  that  may  hereafter  be  neces- 
sary to  be  fix'd  by  the  united  states  for  protection  of  the  settlements  of 
the  Country  &  the  security  of  the  Traders. 

As  all  our  foreign  Advices  remain  under  the  seals  with  which  they  have 
come  to  hand,  I  cannot  speak  authentically  of  any  European  Transactions. 

We  have  heard  of  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Jefferson  one  of  the  Commission- 
ers for  negociating  Commercial  Treaties  in  Europe  &c  in  Paris  8c  that 
he  was  well  received  by  the  French  Court;  8c  the  Minister  of  the  United 
Netherlands  in  a  Conversation  yesterday  seems  to  think  the  differences 
between  the  Emperor  &  their  High  Mightinesses  will  be  compromised 
without  a  War.  This  Opinion  is  also  confirmed  by  Monsr.  de  Marbois 
Charge  Des  Affaires  of  the  Court  of  France  to  Congress. 

It  gives  me  great  pain  to  find  Colo.  Laurens  is  under  the  necessity  of 
leaving  the  delegation  at  this  time.  He  is  upon  the  Point  of  setting  out 
by  Land  from  this  place,  having  left  Trenton  on  Wednesday  last.6  His 
great  abilities  &  thorough  Information  in  our  European  Affairs  are 
highly  necessary  in  Congress  at  the  present  which  I  believe  is  gener- 
ally admitted  to  be  a  most  critical  Period  to  the  United  States  espe- 
cially to  the  Commercial  Interests  of  the  Union. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect,  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  Most  obedt.  & 
Most  huml.  Servt.  (signed)  Jacob  Read 

Tr  (ScCoAH:  Governor's  Messages). 

1  Not  found. 

2  At  about  this  time  Read  also  queried  James  McHenry  about  the  failure  of  the  Mary- 
land delegation  to  appear.  "As  to  your  question,"  McHenry  responded  on  December  5, 
"it  can  only  be  answered  by  the  slowness  of  government  in  making  appointments,  and 
the  general  disinclination  in  men  to  leave  their  own  business,  which  is  generally  more 
profitable,  than  serving  in  Congress.  This  State  1  believe  will  soon  fix  upon  their  delega- 
tion, but  when  we  shall  be  represented  I  cannot  say."  Sol  Feinstone  Collection,  no.  851. 
DLC  microfilm.  The  Maryland  delegation — Samuel  Chase,  John  Henry,  William  Hind- 
man,  McHenry,  Luther  Martin,  and  Gustavus  Scott — was  actually  selected  on  December 
4  and  17,  but  did  not  attend  in  Trenton.  McHenry  joined  Congress  when  it  reconvened 
in  New  York  on  January  12,  Hindman  on  February  8,  and  Henry  on  March  11;  the  oth- 
ers did  not  attend.  SeeJCC,  28:3,  47-48,  136. 

5  Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  did  not  join  Hugh  Williamson  until  November  29.  JCC, 
27:642,  645-46. 

4  See  Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States,  November  1  1 . 

5  See  Richard  Henry  I.ee  to  James  Madison,  this  date,  note  1. 

6  Henry  Laurens  had  arrived  in  Philadelphia  in  August  hoping  to  report  on  his  Euro- 
pean mission  and  to  urge  Congress  to  negotiate  a  commercial  treaty  with  Great  Britain. 
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His  abrupt  departure  on  November  24  thwarted  the  plans  of  the  South  Carolina  dele- 
gates to  elect  him  president.  See  David  D.  Wallace,  The  Life  of  Henry  Laurens  (New  York: 
G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  1915),  pp.  420-21. 


Samuel  Hardy  to  Benjamin  Harrison 

Sir.  Trenton  21st.  November  1784. 

The  last  week  has  given  birth  to  nothing  of  material  Consequence. 
The  Assemblies  of  most  of  the  states  to  the  Eastward  of  this  being  now 
met,  their  members  have  not  yet  attended,  and  we  are  of  course  without 
a  Congress.  When  we  consider  the  important  Objects  which  demand 
the  most  early  Attention  of  the  fcederal  government,  &  the  un- 
favourable impression  which  this  inattention  must  produce  both  here  8c 
in  Europe  I  cannot  but  lament  it  as  a  most  unfortunate  Circumstance. 

General  Woolcot  one  of  the  Commissioners  whom  we  appointed  for 
Negociating  treaties  with  the  Indians  arrived  here  three  days  ago.  He 
brought  a  treaty  concluded  with  the  six  Nations  at  fort  Stanwix.1  The 
Commissioners  have  guarantied  to  them  all  their  land  within  the  state 
of  New  York  except  the  Posts  of  Oswego  &  Ni[a]gara  with  the  carrying 
place,  &  four  Miles  along  the  lake  from  Niagara  to  Buffalo  Creek 
which  empties  into  lake  Erie.  The  six  Nations  in  return  have  ceded  to 
the  united  states  all  their  claim  westward  between  lakes  Erie  &  the  Ohio. 

The  other  two  Commissioners  are  going  to  fort  Pitt  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  treaties  with  the  Indians  in  that  quarter.  From  the  ad- 
vanced season  8c  an  aversion  which  I  am  told  the  Indians  discover  to 
treating  seperately  I  fear  Nothing  great  will  be  effected.  With  great 
respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Your  Excellencies  Mo.  Obedt.  hum- 
ble servant,  S.  Hardy 

RC  (NjMoHP:  Lloyd  W.  Smith  Collection). 

1  See  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  James  Madison,  November  20,  note  1. 


Charles  Pinckney  to  Benjamin  Guerard 

Sir  Trenton  November  22d.  1784. 

I  did  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing  your  Excelly.  on  the  2d  Instant1 
by  Captn.  Strong — since  this  Mr.  Bull,  Mr  Read,  Colo.  Laurens  &  my- 
self have  been  waiting  the  Meeting  of  Congress  until  Wednesday, 
when  Colo.  Laurens  left  us  for  Philadelphia  on  his  return  to 
Charleston,  where  he  expects  to  arrive  by  the  Middle  of  the  next 
Month.2  Mr.  Read  says  he  will  take  his  seat  for  a  few  Weeks,  but  that  he 
will  certainly  return  with  his  Mother  8c  sister  (who  are  at  present  in 
Philadelphia)  in  the  course  of  the  next  Month,  8c  expects  to  be  in 
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time  for  the  Meeting  of  the  Legislature.3  Mr.  Bull  &  myself  will  remain 
&  shall  be  obliged  to  your  Excelly.  for  all  such  Communications  as  you 
may  think  necessary  to  make  upon  subjects  that  will  probably  be  agi- 
tated in  Congress,  &  in  which  the  Interests  of  our  state  may  be  involved. 

We  are  waiting  the  determination  of  Congress  respecting  their  either  re- 
maining here,  or  removing  to  some  more  convenient  place,  where  the 
Members  may  be  better  accommodated  8c  the  dignity  of  the  Union  better 
supported.  Several  places  are  mentioned,  but  wherever  we  may  fix,  your 
Excellency  may  depend  upon  hearing  from  me  frequently  &  fully  upon 
every  subject  of  a  public  Nature.  The  great  scene  of  commercial  Politics 
will  soon  be  opened  &  the  Intentions  of  the  British  Court  developed.  The 
evident  design  of  retaining  the  Posts  on  the  frontiers  contrary  to  the 
Treaty — their  restraining  commercial  Regulations  in  general  &  the  Report 
of  a  Committee  of  their  Privy  Council  respecting  the  West  India  Trade, 
evince  something  on  their  part,  very  unfriendly  to  the  Interests  of  this 
Country.  These  will  be  the  first  topics  of  discussion  after  we  have  fixed  a 
permanent  residence,  8c  you  will  easily  perceive  we  have  a  sufficient  share 
of  business  to  engage  our  closest  Attention  during  the  Winter.  We  shall 
probably  make  a  Congress  next  week.  The  New  York  &  Delaware  delegates 
are  expected  by  Sunday,  8c  the  Massachusetts'  8c  Connecticut  in  less  time. 

I  have  this  moment  had  the  Treaty  concluded  between  our  Com- 
missioners &  the  six  Indian  Nations  put  into  my  hands — it  is  the  most 
concise  8c  comprehensive  thing  of  the  kind  I  ever  saw.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  many  Attempts  from  some  of  the  neighbouring  states  to  ob- 
struct it,  the  influence  of  the  British  emissaries  8c  the  neighbourhood 
of  their  posts,  the  Commissioners  have  formed  a  treaty  infinitely  more 
advantageous  than  could  have  been  expected.  They  have  recovered  all 
our  prisoners,  established  a  protection  to  the  frontier  inhabitants,  & 
obtained  the  Cession  of  a  very  rich  &  extensive  territory.  I  shall  be  ex- 
tremely glad  to  hear  from  You,  8c  remain  with  respect,  Your  Excel- 
lency's Most  obedient,  (signed)  Charles  Pinckney 

Tr  (ScCoAH:  Governor's  Messages). 

1  Not  found. 

2  See  Jacob  Read  to  Guerard,  November  20,  note  6. 

:i  To  the  contrary,  Jacob  Read  did  not  apply  for  a  leave  of  absence  until  March  8.  See 
Read  to  George  Washington,  March  9,  1785,  note  2. 


Samuel  Holten  to  John  Hancock 

Sir.  Trenton,  23d  Nov.,  1784. 

The  commissioners  appointed  by  Congress  to  negotiate  with  the  In- 
dians, having  <  ompleated  a  treaty  with  the  six  nations,  I  do  myself  the 
honor  to  enclose  a  copy.1 
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We  are  here  much  in  the  same  state,  respecting  making  a  Congress, 
as  when  I  addressed  your  Excellency  last,  there  not  being  a  member 
from  New  England  but  myself,  &  only  Mr.  Jay  from  New  York,  the 
southern  states,  in  general,  are  represented. 

I  can't  but  observe,  that  the  first  Monday  in  Decemr.  next,  is  the  day 
assigned  by  Congress  for  the  appearance  of  the  states  of  Massachusetts 
&  New  York,  by  their  agents.  I  expect  we  shall  make  a  Congress  before 
that  day,  &  I  understand  Mr.  Jay  8c  Mr.  Duane,  is  to  appear  in  behalf  of 
New  York.2  I  must  suppose  the  Gentlemen  from  Masstts.,  who  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  honorable  Court  to  manage  that  matter,3  will  attend  to 
the  same;  but  if  they  should  not  arrive  in  season,  I  shall  be  altogether 
at  a  loss  for  reasons  to  assign  for  their  not  appearing. 

I  have,  with  the  greatest  respect,  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  servant,  S.  Holten 

RC  (M-Ar:  Revolutionary  War  Letters). 

1  See  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  James  Madison,  November  20,  note  1. 

2  As  well  as  both  Robert  R.  and  Walter  Livingston,  for  which  see  New  York  Agents' 
Journal,  December  4-9,  note  1.  Egbert  Benson,  the  fifth  New  York  agent  appointed,  was 
not  expected  to  appear. 

3  That  is,  John  Lowell  and  James  Sullivan,  in  addition  to  the  regular  Massachusetts 
delegates  expected  to  attend  Congress  this  session,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Rufus  King,  and 
George  Partridge. 


George  Partridge  to  Elbridge  Gerry 

Dear  Sir  Trenton  24th.  Novr.  1784 

I  am  at  length  arrived  at  Trenton  after  a  tedious  passage  of  almost 
three  weeks,  occasioned  by  Storms  &  Contrary  Winds. 

Only  four  States  are  represented  here  viz  Georgia,  South  Carolina, 
Virginia  &  Masstts.  The  Delegates  of  North  Carolina  8c  Pensilvania  are 
expected  this  evening,  which  with  New  Jersey  will  make  a  Congress. 
Who  will  be  President,  a  few  Days  will  probably  determine.  For  my 
own  part  I  dont  know  who  is  thot  of.  Mr.  W n1  (noted  for  his  Brav- 
ery) probably  thinks  of  himself,  but  he  is  generally  singular  in  his  op- 
pinion.  R.  H.  Lee  is  here,  whose  Character  rather  intitles  him  to  his 
Country's  Notice.  Colo.  Mercer  is  also  here,  who  talks  much  of  going 
on  with  the  publick  Business,  with  temper  8c  good  humour!!! 

I  wish  that  you  would  inform  me  where  the  papers  of  the  Delegates 
were  deposited.  If  you  took  them  home  with  you,  I  hope  you  will 
come  soon  &  bring  them,  or  at  le[a]st,  I  hope  you  will  be  here  at  the 
time  you  talked  of. 

I  am  with  the  highest  esteem  your  friend  &  humbl  Servt, 

Geo  Partridge 

[P.S.]  I  expect  an  effort  will  be  made  to  remove  Congress  to  Phila. 
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RC  (DLC:  Elbridge  Gerry  Photostats). 
1   That  is,  Hugh  Williamson. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir,  Trenton  November  26.  1784 

I  received  your  agreeable  letter  the  day  after  mine  of  the  28th  in- 
stant had  been  dispatched.1  I  thank  you  Sir  for  the  very  particular  and 
satisfactory  information  that  you  have  favord  me  with.  It  is  certainly 
comfortable  to  know  that  the  Legislature  of  our  country  is  engaged  in 
beneficial  pursuits — for  I  conceive  that  the  Gen.  Assessment,  and  a 
wise  digest  of  our  militia  laws  are  very  important  concerns:  the  one  to 
secure  our  peace,  and  the  other  our  morals.  Refiners  may  weave  as 
fine  a  web  of  reason  as  they  please,  but  the  experience  of  all  times 
shews  Religion  to  be  the  guardian  of  morals — And  he  must  be  a  very 
inattentive  observer  in  our  Country,  who  does  not  see  that  avarice  is 
accomplishing  the  destruction  of  religion,  for  want  of  a  legal  obliga- 
tion to  contribute  something  to  its  support.  The  declaration  of  Rights, 
it  seems  to  me,  rather  contends  against  forcing  modes  of  faith  and 
forms  of  worship,  than  against  compelling  contribution  for  the  sup- 
port of  religion  in  general.  I  fully  agree  with  the  presbyterians,  that 
true  freedom  embraces  the  Mahomitan  and  the  Gentoo  as  well  as  the 
Xn  religion.  And  upon  this  liberal  ground  I  hope  our  Assembly  will 
conduct  themselves.  I  believe  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  popula- 
tion of  our  country  depends  eminently  upon  our  Revenue  laws,  they 
therefore,  demand  intense  consideration.  It  is  natural  for  men  to  fly 
from  oppression  to  ease,  and  whilst  our  taxes  are  extremely  heavy,  and 
North  Carolina  &  Georgia  pay  little  or  no  tax,  it  is  not  to  be  wonderd 
that  so  many  of  our  people  flock  to  these  States  &  unfortunately  they 
are  carrying  to  Georgia  &  South  Carolina  the  Cultivation  of  Tobacco. 
I  do  not  mean  by  this,  that  we  should  suffer  ill  example  to  prevent  us 
from  honorably  and  punctually  paying  our  debts.  But  I  think  that  we 
may  fairly  practise  here,  as  other  Nations  the  most  honest  do — I 
mean,  exactly  to  pay  the  interest,  and  slowly  to  sink  the  principal.  An 
attempt  to  do  the  latter  too  suddenly,  will  ruin,  by  depopulating,  the 
country.  The  only  mode  appears  to  be,  a  funding  of  the  whole  debt, 
so  as  certainly  to  pay  the  interest,  and  slowly  the  principal.  Cannot  a 
sinking  fund  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  latter,  by  throwing  all  over- 
flowings of  taxes  into  a  Reservoir  for  gathering  interest  upon  interest? 
I  suppose  that  at  all  events,  the  facilities  offerd  by  Congress  in  their 
Act  of  the  28th  of  April  last  will  be  among  the  amendments  to  the 
Revenue  law  this  Session. 

The  people  have  certainly  sufferd  much  hitherto  by  not  knowing  in 
season  what  taxes  are  lawfully  demandable  from  them.  For  want  of 
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this  information,  numbers  are  compelled  to  submit  to  the  extortion 
and  abuses  of  Collectors.  The  Treasurer  used  formerly  to  publish  an- 
nually in  the  papers  what  were  to  be  the  Taxes  of  the  year,  and  this 
practise  was  then  very  useful.  But  at  present,  the  dispersion  of  newspa- 
pers is  so  uncertain,  that  information  thro  that  channel  would  reach 
but  few.  A  Statement  from  the  Treasury  printed  in  the  way  of  Hand- 
bills, to  be  put  up  at  the  Court  Houses  &  churches,  might  perhaps  fur- 
nish the  requisite  information,  &  save  the  people  from  extensive 
abuse.  I  am  very  happy  to  know,  for  the  honor  of  our  country,  that 
there  is  a  probability  of  the  impeding  laws  being  again  taken  under 
deliberation.  What  I  wrote  to  you  in  my  last  upon  this  subject,  is  a 
most  serious  consideration,  and  the  inclosed  paragraphs,  taken  from  a 
late  paper,  will  shew  you  how  quickly  the  fame  of  our  proceedings 
travels,  and  the  effect  likely  to  be  produced  upon  our  Commerce! 

By  the  5th  article  of  the  Confederation,  the  annual  meeting  of  Con- 
gress is  to  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  and  by  our  Act  estab- 
lishing one  yearly  meeting  of  the  Assembly  on  the  third  Monday  in 
October;  you  will  see  Sir,  that  there  is  very  little  probability  of  Virginia 
being  represented  in  Congress  for  some  time  after  its  federal  day  of 
meeting.  So  that  it  becomes  necessary  to  consider  this  matter.  I  sup- 
pose that  either  the  Assemblies  time  of  meeting  must  be  altered,  or 
the  Delegates  for  the  ensuing  federal  year  be  chosen  this  present  Ses- 
sion.2 We  have  not  yet  made  a  Congress  but  we  have  some  reason  to 
expect  eight  States  on  Monday  next.  I  understand  that  Spain  means  to 
insist  upon  the  exclusive  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  which  will  ren- 
der the  exploring  our  western  waters  of  the  greater  importance. 

I  am  dear  Sir,  with  great  esteem  and  regard  Your  most  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant,  Richard  Henry  Lee 

P.S.  If  the  election  of  Counsellors  is  not  over,  may  I  be  permitted  to 
suggest  what  I  realy  believe  will  improve  and  fortify  the  counsels  of 
that  Board.  It  is,  that  Major  Gen.  Gates  be  appointed  a  Member  of  it. 
He  has  a  pretty  good  estate  in  Berkeley,  is  a  single  Man  &  therefore 
not  withheld  from  due  attendance  by  domestic  considerations.  But 
above  all,  he  is  a  Man  of  great  worth,  solid  judgement,  and  sound  at- 
tachments to  America.  A  propos — It  is  by  many  here  suggested  as  a 
very  necessary  Step  for  Congress  to  take — The  calling  upon  the  States 
to  form  a  Convention  for  the  Sole  purpose  of  revising  the  Confedera- 
tion so  far  as  to  enable  Congress  to  execute  with  more  energy,  effect, 
&  vigor  the  powers  assigned  it,  than  it  appears  by  experience  that  they 
can  do  under  the  present  state  of  things.  It  has  been  observed,  why  do 
not  Congress  recommend  the  necessary  alterations  to  the  States  as  is 
proposed  in  the  Confederation?  The  friends  to  Convention  answer — 
It  has  been  already  done  in  some  instances,  but  in  vain.  It  is  proposed 
to  let  Congress  go  on  in  the  mean  time  as  usual.  I  shall  be  glad  of  your 
opinion  on  this  point,  it  being  a  very  important  one. 

R.  H.  Lee 
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RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  Although  he  clearly  wrote  "28th,"  Lee  was  referring  to  his  letter  of  November  20. 
Madison's  letter,  written  about  November  13,  has  not  been  found.  Madison,  Papers 
(Hutchinson),  8:151n. 

-  During  its  biannual  meeting  in  May  the  Virginia  assembly  had  provided  for  the  elec- 
tion of  five  delegates  to  Congress,  three  of  whom  were  to  attend  at  all  times.  But  it  also 
opted  for  only  a  single  October  meeting  of  the  assembly  thereafter,  thus  creating  a 
problem  of  timely  attendance  for  the  slate  of  delegates  to  begin  serving  in  November 
1785  unless  they  were  elected  at  the  previous  session  a  year  ahead  of  time.  In  his  De- 
cember 11  response  Madison  regarded  the  dilemma  as  a  "serious  matter,"  but  ques- 
tioned whether  the  election  of  delegates  a  year  before  they  were  to  serve  was  not  "a 
rather  singular  expedient."  The  General  Assembly  agreed  and  chose  to  tolerate,  in  its 
acts  of  November  1785  and  1786,  the  delay  its  new  delegates  would  experience  in  at- 
tending Congress.  See  ibid.,  p.  181;  and  Hening,  Statutes,  11:  365-66,  387-88,  12:26-27, 
243.  See  also  Lee  to  Madison,  December  27,  note  3. 


John  Francis  Mercer  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir  Trenton  Novr  26th.  [  1 7]  84. 

The  Gentlemen  from  the  Eastward  have  at  length  made  their  ap- 
pearance 8c  I  expect  in  a  day  or  two  a  Congress  will  be  once  more 
form'd.  This  commencement  however  has  discovered  so  great  a  relax- 
ation in  the  Confcederal  springs  that  I  doubt  the  machine  will  not  be 
long  kept  in  motion,  unless  great  8c  effectual  repairs  are  made.  For  my 
part  I  have  no  hopes  but  in  a  convocation  of  the  States.  In  this  mea- 
sure I  yet  see  safety,  it  is  the  disposition  of  the  people  of  America  to 
place  their  Confcederal  Government  on  the  most  respectable  basis — 
&  the  patriot  fire  is  not  yet  extinguished — but  I  do  not  know  how  long 
it  will  last — there  will  be  a  motion  made  early  in  the  ensuing  Congress 
for  such  a  Convention. 

I  woud  suggest  to  you  a  subject  on  which  I  find  my  Colleagues  8c 
myself  concurr  8c  indeed  which  we  have  determin'd  to  mention  to  our 
friends  in  the  Legislature.  The  recess  of  Congress  the  last  year,  was  the 
first  I  believe  since  the  Revolution  8c  the  situation  of  the  members 
consequently  new  8c  unexpected  both  by  themselves  8c  the  State.  I 
must  confess  that  I  consider  the  with  drawing  the  allowance  during 
that  period,  as  unworthy  the  dignity  of  the  Government  8c  as  it  is  inju- 
rious to  her  representatives,  it  will  in  the  end  prove  detrimental  to  her 
interest.1  When  Gentlemen  quit  home  &  their  domestic  employ- 
ments— 8c  are  carried  to  a  considerable  distance  from  their  own 
State — it  cannot  be  expected  that  their  presence  for  a  Small  interval, 
will  be  of  any  service  to  their  private  affairs — in  fact  they  are  by  their 
appointments  disengaged  thoroughly  from  all  pursuits  but  their  pub- 
lic avocations  8c  their  style  of  expence  cannot  be  temporarily  sup- 
press'd  or  altered  for  the  time  of  this  recess.2  I  am  therefore  not  only 
interestedly  but  politically  of  opinion  that  it  woud  be  the  wisest  8c 
most  honourable  conduct  for  the  Legislature  to  pay  us  during  the  re- 
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cess  altogether.  So.  Carolina,  make  an  allowance  by  the  year,  nearly 
equal  to  the  extent  of  our  appointment  on  the  supposition  we  charg'd 
for  every  day,  &  yet  their  Members  complain  of  the  inadequacy  of  the 
provision.  Mr.  Hardy  &  Colo.  Monroe  tell  me  they  have  suggested  this 
matter  to  their  friends.  If  they  shoud  view  in  the  light  1  do  the  subject 
will  be  probably  agitated.  I  know  you  have  been  so  long  subjected  to 
the  inconveniences  of  bad  8c  insufficient  pay,  that  I  can  add  nothing 
your  own  reflections  will  not  readily  furnish.  Believe  me  Dr.  Sir  Yr. 
very  Affectionate  friend  &  h[umb]le  Ser.  J°hn  F.  Mercer 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  Virginia  treasurer  Jacquelin  Ambler  had  apparently  balked  at  paying  Mercer  and 
the  other  Virginia  delegates  $8.00  per  diem  expenses  following  the  unprecedented  re- 
cess of  Congress  in  June  and  the  dissolution  of  the  Committee  of  the  States  in  August, 
despite  the  fact  that  Mercer  had  attempted  and  failed  to  fill  Samuel  Hardy's  position  on 
the  committee.  See,  for  example,  Jacob  Read  to  Mercer,  September  7,  note;  Mercer  to 
Read,  September  23;  and  Mercer  to  Benjamin  Harrison,  September  16,  and  October  6 
and  20,  1784. 

2  Mercer  continued  to  have  difficulty  meeting  his  expenses  in  Virginia  as  he  indicated 
in  a  December  12  letter  to  merchant  John  Fitzgerald  concerning  the  payment  of  an 
order  from  a  Mr.  Graham.  "I  am  forced  to  try  to  sell  a  bill  on  you  to  raise  some  Money, 
what  we  all  stand  exceedingly  in  need  of  here.  If  you  have  not  as  much  of  mine  in  your 
hands,  I  expect  there  is  Tobacco  in  Alexandria  which  I  beg  you'd  sell  for  this  purpose.  I 
am  inform 'd  Corn  sells  very  high  in  Alexandria.  I  expect  I  have  near  400  Barrells  for 
sale."  Fitzgerald  Papers,  DLC.  Fitzgerald  was  previously  identified  in  these  Letters,  20:315. 


James  Monroe  to  Joseph  Carleton 

Dear  Sir,  Trenton  Novr.  26.  1784. 

I  was  favor'd  with  yours  of  the  12th  a  few  days  since.  You  were  thor- 
oughly acquainted  with  my  sentiments  of  those  arrang'ments  which 
we  shod,  have  adopted  at  Annapolis  as  well  as  of  those  which  were  ulti- 
mately carried.1  If  I  was  then  anxious  that  we  shod,  not  entirely  dis- 
arm ourselves  8c  leave  the  military  affairs  of  the  union,  as  well  of  com- 
mand as  the  ordinance  8c  other  stores  afloat,  our  present  situation 
alone  wod.  determine  my  conduct.  The  posts  are  certainly  not  evacu- 
ated 8c  in  addition  to  this  I  was  appriz'd  in  Canada,  in  a  trip  I  took, 
during  the  recess  of  Congress,  that  the  commanding  officer  had  reed, 
orders  to  hold  them,  in  consequence  of  wh.  he  had  put  the  vessels  in 
commission  wh.  had  been  laid  aside  under  the  provisional  treaty, 
upon  the  lakes  Erie,  Ontario  &  Champlain.  I  was  at  Ft.  Erie,  Niagara, 
&  the  posts  on  the  St.  Lawrence  as  far  as  Montreal  &  saw  no  step  wh. 
argued  a  disposition  to  evacuate  the  posts  within  our  bounds,  but  if  a 
contrary  disposition  existed  in  the  Ct.  of  London  I  am  more  fully  im- 
press'd  with  the  necessity,  from  the  view  I  have  had  of  that  country  of 
keeping  posts  on  the  lakes;  upon  that  alone  will  the  direction  of  the 
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conduct  of  the  Indians  &  the  fur  trade  depend.  We  have  it  in  our 
power  to  avail  ourselves  of  those  advantages  if  we  will  not  shut  our 
eyes  agnst.  measures,  wh.  point  their  own  necessity;  but  if  we  loose  the 
present  moment  we  shall  not  only  loose  them  ourselves  but  add  them 
to  the  resources  of  the  Brith.  Province  of  Canada.  Upon  the  Mis- 
sisippi,  our  attention  is  call'd  by  the  conduct  of  Spn.,  she  is  stimulat- 
ing the  Indians  agnst.  us  8c  will  I  hear  deny  us  the  right  of  navigation. 
Our  situation,  in  every  view,  requires  the  wisest  arrangement  of  our 
affairs  in  every  department,  and  it  will  be  particularly  incumbent  on 
us  to  have  those  of  yr.  department  well  attended  to.  It  will  be,  for  yet 
we  have  but  six  states,  among  the  first  objects  of  Congress.  I  cannot 
determine  what  course  Congress  will  pursue,  but  my  own  opinion  is, 
yr.  presence  shod,  be  immediately  requir'd  here.  Nor  can  I  say  in  what 
light  you  are  at  present  consider'd,  but  I  shod,  suppose  certainly  in 
command,  or  rather,  in  the  service  of  the  States;2  of  this  you  may  rest 
assur'd  that  the  last  Congress,  &  I  am  well  satisfied  this  will  do  the 
same,  entertain'd  an  high  sense  of  your  merit  8c  services  8c  will  be 
happy  to  give  you  the  most  honorable  testimonials  of  it.  Believe  me  I 
shall  with  pleasure  seek  any  opportunity  to  serve  you,  as  in  doing  it  I 
am  thoroughly  persuaded  I  am  at  the  same  time,  more  especially  in 
the  present  state  of  our  affrs.,  rendering  service  to  my  country.  I  am 
with  great  respect  &  esteem  dear  Sir  your  friend  &  servant, 

Jas.  Monroe 

RC  (MeHi:  Fogg  Collection). 

1  Monroe  had  anticipated  in  early  June  that  Congress  would  provide  sufficient  troops 
to  take  possession  of  the  British  posts  on  the  frontier  and  to  garrison  West  Point,  but 
the  plan  had  been  severely  reduced  to  placate  the  New  England  and  New  York  dele- 
gates, for  which  see  New  York  Delegates  to  George  Clinton,  April  9,  and  Monroe  to 
Thomas  Jefferson,  June  1,  1784,  note  4. 

2  Assistant  secretary  at  war  Carleton,  who  had  assumed  direction  of  the  war  office  at 
Philadelphia  in  November  1783  following  the  resignation  of  secretary  at  war  Benjamin 
Lincoln,  now  considered  himself  to  be  "Superintendant  of  the  War  Office."  See  JCC, 
25:804-5;  and  PCC,  item  60,  fols.  139-44.  See  also  William  Grayson  to  Timothy  Picker- 
ing, April  27,  1785,  note  2. 


Samuel  Hardy  to  Patrick  Henry 

Sir.  Trenton  29th  November  1784. 

I  do  myself  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  on  this 
Evening  at  4  OClock  we  formed  a  Congress  for  the  first  time.  The 
states  were  called,  8c  the  Credentials  of  the  Members  read;  but  we  pro- 
ceeded neither  to  business,  or  the  election  of  a  President.1 

The  state  of  Connecticut  have  passed  an  Act  authorizing  Congress 
to  carry  the  impost  into  effect  when  twelve  states  have  adopted  it. 
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Should  this  ohlique  stroke  at  Rhode  Island  be  countenanced  by  simi- 
lar Acts  in  different  parts  of  the  Union,  it  will  establish  a  precedent 
which  in  future  Cases  of  embarrasment  that  flow  from  the  obstinacy 
of  an  individual  state,  may  prove  eminently  serviceable. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Your  Excellencys  Mo 
Obed.  humble  Servant,  S.  Hardy 

RC  (Vi:  Continental  Congress  Papers). 
1  See/CC,  27:641-47. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States 

Trenton  November  29th.  1784 
The  above  is  a  Copy  of  my  Letter  of  the  1 1  th  to  which  I  have  not 
had  the  honor  of  receiving  an  answer.1  I  am  now  to  inform  you  that 
six  States  are  attending  namely,  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  &  Georgia  and  from  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  Mr  Gardiner.2  It  is  the  most  earnest  desire  of  the  States 
attending  that  Your  Excellency  would  urge  the  Delegates  appointed  to 
represent  Your  State  to  come  forward  with  all  possible  expedition  as 
any  longer  delay  may  be  very  injurious  to  the  Union. 
With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  'To  the  Governor  or  President  of  Newhamp- 
shire,  Rhodeisland,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Pensylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland." 

1  See  Thomson  to  Certain  States,  November  11. 

2  Actually,  William  Henry  of  Pennsylvania  also  attended  this  day,  enabling  Congress 
to  convene  a  quorum  later  this  afternoon,  officially  opening  the  new  Congress.  See  JCC, 
27:641-42. 


John  Beatty  to  Charles  Stewart 

Dr  sir  Trenton  30th  Novr.  1784 

Colo.  Dick,  having  received  by  Express,  an  Acct.  of  the  dangerous 
Illness  of  his  Wife,  was  obliged  to  retire  immediately  to  attend  on  her 
&  it  is  equally  uncertain,  (whether  she  should  recover  or  not,)  when 
the  Colo,  may  return — in  either  Case  most  probably  not  in  less  than  a 
Month.  We  made  a  Congress  Yesterday,  8c  have  now  Eight  States  on 
the  Floor — it  is  therefore  Mr.  Houstons,1  8c  My  wish,  that  you  would 
immediately  give  your  attendance  8c  when  Colo.  Cadwallader  returns, 
you  can  either  Continue  your  Seat  or  retire,  as  may  best  suit  your  Cir- 
cumstances.2 Mr.  Dick  &  Myself  are  in  quarters  with  Mrs.  Norris  & 
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during  his  absence,  you  may  occupy  his  Bed — perhaps  we  may  all  be 
provided  for  together.  Be  so  good  as  to  bring  with  you  a  servant.  I  am 
Dr  Sir  with  much  Esteem,  your  obedt.  Hum  Serv., 

Jno.  Beatty 

RC  (NCooHi:  Stewart  Papers). 

1  New  Jersey  delegate  William  Churchill  Houston,  who  resided  and  practiced  law  in 
Trenton,  wrote  a  letter  the  following  day  to  Robert  Morris,  the  New  Jersey  jurist.  The 
letter,  concerned  solely  with  the  details  of  two  cases  he  was  currently  conducting,  is  in 
the  Robert  Morris  Papers,  NjR. 

'-'  The  journals  do  not  record  Stewart's  presence  in  Congress  prior  to  December  11, 
but  in  a  statement  of  account  "For  my  Attendance  as  Delagate  in  Congress"  appended 
to  this  document,  he  subsequently  claimed  compensation:  "from  the  8th  to  22d  Novem- 
ber 1784,  15  days;  From  the  8  Deer,  to  23,  16  [days];  from  the  7th January  to  18th  April 
1785,  102  [days];  from  the  20th  May  to  10  July,  52  [days];  [and]  from  the  10  Septr.  to 
10th  Octr.,  31  days." 


Samuel  Holten  to  John  Hancock 

Sir.  Trenton,  30th  Nov.  1784. 

I  have  the  honor  of  informing  your  Excellency,  that  this  day  eight 
states  were  represented  in  Congress,  8c  have  elected  the  honorable 
Rich.  Henry  Lee  their  president. 

My  honorable  Colleague,  Mr.  Partridge,  arriv'd  here  last  week;  &  by 
a  letter  this  day  receiv'd,  1  may  expect  Mr.  Sullivan  &  Mr.  Lowell  are 
on  their  Journey.1 

I  have,  with  perfect  respect,  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  servant,  S.  Holten 

RC  (R-Ar:  Revolutionary  War  Letters). 

1  Unlike  George  Partridge,  Holten's  fellow  delegate  in  Congress,  James  Sullivan  and 
John  Lowell  were  expected  in  Trenton  in  their  capacity  as  agents  in  the  proceedings 
over  Massachusetts'  claim  to  lands  within  New  York  which  were  to  begin  December  6. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Israel  Hutchinson 

Dear  Sir.1  Trenton,  30th  November,  1784. 

I  intended  to  have  waited  upon  you  again  before  I  left  home,  but 
had  so  many  things  to  attend  to,  I  could  not  get  time.  I  concurred 
with  the  judge  of  probate,  respecting  any  demands  against  the  estate 
of  Mr.  Whipple  decease!,  he  informed  me  that  if  they  were  for  taxes 
for  hiring  a  soldier,  which  is  really  the  case,  they  should  be  paid  by  the 
Admx.  8c  not  brought  in,  in  your  account  as  commissioners  8c  he 
should  allow  the  whole  lo  the  admx.;  therefore,  I  have  to  request  your 
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attention  to  the  same,  &  desire  you  would  mention  the  matter  to  the 
admx.  or  the  person  that  represents  her,  and  endeavor  to  procure  me 
the  money.  I  left  the  notes  with  my  son  Jethro  Putnam,  &  I  wish  you 
would  speak  with  him  upon  the  affair;  I  should  not  have  given  you  this 
trouble,  had  I  not  known  your  disposition  to  oblige,  therefore,  I  can't 
doubt  your  attention,  which  will  lay  me  under  renewed  obligations. 

I  have  been  a  month  in  this  place  waiting  to  make  a  Congress  &  I 
hope  we  shall  have  one  this  day,  but  it  is  yet  uncertain.  Our  commis- 
srs.-  have  settled  a  treaty  of  peace  &c.  with  the  six  nations  of  Indians, 
which  I  think  is  much  in  our  favor. 

We  have  no  intelligence  here  that  deserves  your  particular  atten- 
tion. I  have  been  much  indisposed  since  I  arrived  here  but  my  health 
is  better. 

Please  to  make  my  kind  respects  to  Mrs.  Hutchinson. 

I  am,  with  particular  esteem  &  regard,  your  sincere  friend 

FC  (MHi:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  Hutchinson  has  been  identified  in  these  Letters,  15:68n. 

-  That  is,  Richard  Butler,  Arthur  Lee,  and  Oliver  Wolcott,  whose  October  26,  1784  let- 
ter concerning  their  negotiation  of  a  treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix  was  assigned  this  day  to  a 
committee  consisting  of  Holten,  William  Ellery,  Samuel  Hardy,  James  Monroe,  and 
Hugh  Williamson.  PCC,  item  56,  fols.  137-40,  item  186,  fol.  167.  It  was  undoubtedly  in 
his  capacity  as  chairman  of  this  committee  that  Holten  also  wrote  the  following  note  to 
Wolcott  this  day  ("Tuesday  evening").  "Dr.  Holten  presents  his  compliments  to  the  hon- 
orable Genl.  Wolcott,  &  informs  him,  that  he  has  it  in  charge  from  a  Committee  of  Con- 
gress, to  desire  Mr  Wolcotts  attend [anc]e  before  the  come,  to  morrow  at  10  o'clock  in 
the  come,  chamber,  in  the  house  where  Congress  sits."  Americana  Collection,  MiDbEI. 
And  on  December  2  ("Thursday  noon")  he  wrote:  "Dr  Holten  presents  his  compliments 
to  the  honl.  Mr  Wolcott,  &  acquaints  him,  that  the  come,  think  they  shall  not  want  to 
ask  him  any  more  questions,  &  therefore  don't  wish  him  to  continue  in  this  place  on 
that  acct."  Holten  Papers,  MHi. 

To  fellow  committee  member  William  Ellery  he  wrote  "Wednesday  morn":  "Dr. 
Holten  presents  his  compliments  to  the  honorable  Mr  Ellery,  &  requests  his 
attend[anc]e  upon  a  come,  of  Congress  this  morning,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  Come, 
chambr.,  in  the  house  where  Congress  sits."  Holten  Papers,  DLC. 


Samuel  Holten  to  John  Kettell 

Dear  Mr.  Kettell.1  Trenton,  30th.  Nov.  1784  (7  o'clock  evening) 

I  have  only  a  few  moments  before,  the  mail  will  be  closed  to  sit  out 
to  the  eastward. 

I  have  wrote  to  Mrs  Holten  twice2  since  I  have  been  here;  and  I  de- 
sire you  to  make  my  apology  to  her  for  not  writing  by  this  post. 

We  have  this  day  made  a  Congress  for  the  first  time  since  I  have 
been  here,  and  we  have  appointed  the  honorable  Richd.  Henry  Lee 
of  Virginia  President. 

I  am  too  much  in  hast[e]  to  give  you  any  advice  about  things  at 
home,  8c,  it  is  unnecessary  as  your  conduct  is  always  so  agreeable  to 
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my  mind,  however,  I  wish  you  to  take  particular  care  that  there  is  milk 
in  plenty  for  the  children,  8c  also  take  care  of  your  fires. 

I  have  wrote  to  your  brother  at  Gorham  since  I  have  been  here.3 
I  would  ask  you  to  inform  me  how  you  all  do,  but  I  know  your  en- 
gagements, but  will  you  inform  Mrs.  Holten  that  a  short  letter  di- 
rected to  me  &  sent  to  Mr.  Dana's  on  Friday  evening  will  come  very 
safe  to  me.  My  health  is  better  so  that  I  have  been  out  several  days.  My 
duty  to  mother,  love  to  Mrs.  Kettell  &  all  the  dear  little  ones. 
Yours  with  affection,  S.  Holten 

RC  (IMunS:  Continental  Congress  Collection). 

•John  Kettell  has  been  identified  in  these  Letters,  14:51  On. 

2  Not  found. 

3  Not  found. 


Charles  Thomson  to  the  States 

Sir,  Trenton  Novr.  30  1784 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  eight  States  being  met  the 

United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have  this  day  proceeded  to  the 

choice  of  a  President  8c  have  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  his  Excelly 

Richard  Henry  Lee.1 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  Yr  most  Obed  8c  most  h  serv 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  See  JCC,  27:649.  Lee's  election,  according  to  Richard  Dobbs  Spaight,  was  achieved 
"after  seven  or  eight  ballottings"  (Spaight  to  Alexander  Martin,  December  6),  or  "after 
a  dozen  different  ballottings"  (Spaight  to  Edward  Hand,  December  28). 


Charles  Pinckney  to  Benjamin  Guerard 

Sir  Trenton  in  New  Jersey  Deer.  2d.  1784 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  Congress  assem- 
bled at  this  place  on  Monday,  &  on  Tuesday  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  a  President  when  the  Honorable  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  of  Virginia 
was  appointed.  We  have  now  nine  States  on  the  floor,  8c  a  Gentleman 
from  each  of  the  States  of  New  Hampshire  8c  Connecticut  attending. 
The  Delegates  from  the  States  of  New  York  8c  Maryland  are  hourly  ex- 
pected, so  that  in  the  course  of  the  Month  we  have  no  doubt  of  having 
a  very  full  8c  compleat  representation  of  the  Union. 

From  the  appearance  of  things  I  am  of  opinion  we  shall  enter 
upon  the  many  8c  important  Affairs  before  us  with  Unanimity  8c  De- 
cision. There  seems  to  be  a  determined  spirit  in  the  present  Con- 
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Richard  Henry  Lee 
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gress  to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  most  probably  tend  to  support 
the  dignity  &  credit  of  the  Continent — in  doing  this  I  trust  the  pre- 
sent Members  from  So.  Carolina  will  exert  themselves  as  far  as  their 
Abilities  will  enable  them,  &:  as  they  perfectly  agree  in  sentiment 
upon  the  principles  of  every  important  question  that  may  probably 
be  agitated  during  the  present  Session,  I  think  I  may  venture  to  as- 
sure your  Excellency  that  while  they  attentively  guard  the  rights  of 
the  State  they  represent,  they  will  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to 
promote  the  general  Welfare,  convinced  that  the  Commerce  &  Con- 
sequence of  the  several  States  must  eventually  depend  on  the  dignity 
&  Stability  of  the  fcederal  Government. 

Your  Excellency  may  be  assured  of  receiving  such  official  Communi- 
cations from  time  to  time,  as  it  is  our  duty  to  make. 

I  remain  with  Respect,  Your  Excellency's  Most  obedt.  humble  servant, 

(signed)  Charles  Pinckney 

Tr  (ScCoAH:  Governor's  Messages). 


Charles  Thomson  to  Sundry  Printers 

Sir  December  2  1784 

The  delegates  in  Congress  having  a  desire  to  be  furnished  with  your 

,  I  have  to  request  you  to  send  forward  regularly  forty  copies 

under  cover  directed  to  The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled.1 
I  am,  your  most  obt  &  most  humbl  Serv. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  Thomson  had  been  directed,  by  a  motion  adopted  this  day,  to  obtain  "from  each  of 
the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey  and  New  York  forty  of  each  of  their  newspapers 
for  the  use  of  the  members  of  Congress."  See  JCC,  27:657.  The  following  list  of  recipi- 
ents of  this  letter  and  names  of  the  newspapers  used  to  fill  in  the  blank  above  was  writ- 
ten by  Thomson  at  the  foot  of  the  page  of  his  letterbook. 

"Hall  &  Sellers — fill  the  blank  wth.  Gazzett. 

"Dunlap  &  Claypoole  Pensylvania  Packet 

"Thomas  Bradford  Pensylvania  Journal 

"Francis  Bailey  Freeman's  Journal 

"Eleazer  Oswald  Independent  Gazeteer 

"Isaac  Collins — New  Jersey 

"Mr  Mclean  of  New  y[ork]    . 

"Mr.  Holt  do 

"Mr  Saml.  Loudon  do  J"0"  news  PaPers 

"Mr  Shephard  Kollock"         ) 

For  the  cancellation  of  this  order  and  the  adoption  of  another  directive  for  providing 
newspapers  for  the  use  of  the  delegates,  see  Thomson  to  Sundry  Printers,  March  1,  1785. 
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Joseph  Piatt  Cooke  to  William  Samuel  Johnson 

Sir  Trenton  Decembr.  3rd  1784. 

I  arrived  at  this  Town  the  Day  before  yesterday,  and  found  Congress 
had  formed  only  the  Day  before,  having  elected  the  Honble.  W.  H. 
Lee  Esqr.  of  Virginia  President.  Nine  States  were  present  yesterday  in 
Congress;1  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  New  York  and 
Maryland  are  not  yet  represented;  there  is  however  one  Delegate 
present  from  each  of  said  States,  except  the  latter.  I  am  informed 
there  is  a  Prospect  of  a  full  Representation  of  all  the  States  in  a  short 
time,  an  Event  much  to  be  desired  at  this  time  in  a  particular  manner, 
and  which  it  seems  has  very  seldom  happened  of  late  years. 

I  was  very  particularly  enquired  of  by  the  Members  in  general  when 
Doctor  Johnson  might  be  expected,  it  being  universally  known  that 
you  had  an  Appointment.  I  mentioned  the  Week  after  next,  they  dis- 
covered not  a  little  Impatience  at  so  long  a  Delay,  which  I  endeav- 
oured to  excuse  by  your  recent  Appointment  to  the  Office  and  the 
Difficulty  of  immediately  disengaging  yourself  from  that  Multiplicity 
of  Business  in  which  you  were  involved.  I  hope  I  did  not  set  the  time 
too  short.2  A  Variety  of  Matters,  some  of  which  are  of  great  and  gen- 
eral Concern,  are  referred  to  Committees,  which  will  probably  take  up 
some  time  to  ripen.  I  earnestly  intreat  of  you,  Sir,  to  endeavour  to  be 
here  before  those  Subjects  are  brought  under  Consideration. 

I  am  Sir,  with  great  Esteem,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble 
Servant,  Joseph  P.  Cooke 

RC  (CtHi:  Johnson  Papers). 

1  According  to  the  journals  only  seven  states  "were  present  yesterday,"  the  day 
Cooke  took  his  seat  in  Congress,  although  nine  were  present  on  December  3d.  See 
JCC,  27:654-55,  659.  And  Cooke  should  have  written  R.H.  Lee  for  W.H.  Lee  Esqr.  of 
Virginia. 

2  Johnson  set  off  from  Connecticut  on  December  21  but  did  not  reach  New  Jersey 
until  the  26th,  two  days  after  Congress  adjourned  from  Trenton.  According  to  his  diary, 
he  met  Cooke  that  day  at  Hackinsack  on  the  latter's  return  trip  to  New  York.  William 
Samuel  Johnson  Diary,  NNC.  Johnson  thereupon  returned  to  New  York  himself,  and 
after  being  approached  by  the  agents  of  Massachusetts  on  their  land  claims  in  the  state 
of  New  York  wrote  to  Jesse  Root  on  December  28  for  information  on  the  evidence  and 
arguments  that  had  been  used  in  the  1782  trial  at  Trenton  over  Connecticut's  Wyoming 
Valley  claims.  "You  know  already,"  he  concluded,  "that  Congress  have  adjd  to  this  City  to 
meet  on  the  11th  of  Jany  &  I  am  not  informd  of  anything  worth  acquainting  you  of 
which  has  pass'd  at  Trenton  except  their  having  fix'd  the  Federal  Town  within  6  miles 
of  the  Falls  of  Delaware  either  above  or  below  on  this  side  or  the  other  as  shall  appear 
most  expedient  on  further  consideration.  And  having  resolv'd  to  send  an  ambassadr  to 
the  Court  of  Madrid  to  remonstrate  on  the  subject  of  the  Missisippi  Navigation  &c.  Di- 
rect for  me  at  Mrs.  Miller's  in  [South?]  Chh  Street  No  73  opposite  the  Chh,  &  believe 
me  to  be  with  sincere  Compts  to  Mrs  Root,  &  all  yr  agreeable  Family. . . ."  Susquehnnnah 
Co.  Papers,  8:163-64. 
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Grand  Committee  Minutes  of  Proceedings 

4th  December  1784.1 
Mr  Morris'  Letter  30th  Septr  &  Papers  relative  to  the  Dutch  Loan2 
Committed  to  the  sub  Committee         (Mr  Benson) 

Mr  Williamson 
Mr  Howell 
Mr  Piatt3 
Mr  Morris  Letter  17th  August  17844  Copying  Mr  De  Marbois  Letter 
to  him  on  subject  of  the  Loan  by  the  King  of  France,  the  Chairman  to 
Call  on  or  write  to  the  late  Sup  of  Finance.5 

Letter  of  30th  Septr;  With  Marquis  La  Fayettes  Note  &  Accompany- 
ments.  Sub  Committe6         Mr  Hardy 

Mr  Read 
Mr 
Instructions  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  on  the  subject  of 
the  foreign  Gold  &  Silver  Coin.7 

This  Subject  Involves  the  Subject  of  a  Mint.  Minute  to  apply  for  the 
papers  respecting  the  Money  Mint,  Mr  Jeffersons  Notes  &ca.8 
NB  J  Read  has  Mr  Goveneur  Morris's  thoughts  on  this  subject.9 
Mr  Howell  is  to  write  for  Mr  Jeffersons  thoughts  &  Calculations  a 
Copy  of  Which  he  has.10 

MS  (DLC:  Peter  Force  Miscellany).  In  the  hand  of  Jacob  Read  and  endorsed  by  him: 
"Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Committee." 

1  According  to  Charles  Thomson's  "Committee  Book,"  this  committee  was  appointed 
on  Wednesday  December  1  to  take  under  consideration  letters  from  the  late  superin- 
tendent of  finance  Robert  Morris  of  August  17  and  September  30  concerning  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  Dutch  loans  and  "Duties  payable  in  free  ports  of  France."  It  was  di- 
rected "To  meet  in  this  room  on  Saturday  next  at  10  oclock,"  and  consisted  of:  Abiel 
Foster,  New  Hampshire,  George  Partridge,  Massachusetts,  David  Howell,  Rhode  Island, 
Joseph  Cooke,  Connecticut,  Egbert  Benson,  New  York,  William  C.  Houston,  New  Jersey, 
John  Vining,  Delaware,  William  Henry,  Pennsylvania,  Samuel  Hardy,  Virginia,  Hugh 
Williamson,  North  Carolina,  Jacob  Read,  South  Carolina,  and  William  Houstoun,  Geor- 
gia. It  was  renewed  on  January  17  (and  April  6)  with  Rufus  King  replacing  Partridge, 
Zephaniah  Piatt  replacing  Benson,  Joseph  Gardner  replacing  Henry,  Charles  Pinckney 
replacing  Read,  and  recently  arrived  James  McHenry  assuming  the  Maryland  seat  on 
the  committee.  See  PCC,  item  186,  fols.  168,  176;  and/CC,  28:5-6n. 

2  This  letter  from  Morris  to  Congress  and  enclosed  papers  on  servicing  the  loan  ne- 
gotiated by  John  Adams  in  Holland  are  in  PCC,  item  137,  3:719-27. 

3  Read  undoubtedly  added  Piatt's  name  to  this  list  and  lined  out  Benson's  after  Piatt 
was  appointed  to  the  committee  on  January  17.  He  also  subsequently  wrote  in  the  mar- 
gin at  this  point:  "Reported  &  loan  ratified  by  Congress."  For  this  report  and  its  adop- 
tion on  February  1,  1785,  see/CC,  28:27-28. 

4  This  letter  and  enclosures  are  not  in  the  PCC. 

■'  Read  later  wrote  in  the  margin  at  this  point:  "See  altci  wards  more  ol  this." 
6  This  September  30  letter  from  Morris  with  a  numbei  ol  accompanying  letters  to 
and  from  the  marquis  de  Lafayette  on  economic  conditions  and  commercial  opportuni- 
ties facing  American  merchants  in  France  are  in  PCC,  item  137,  3:793-817.  See  also 
PCC,  item  59,  4:39-118. 
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7  This  October  23  instruction  to  the  Massachusetts  delegates  called  on  Congress  to 
determine  "the  rate  at  which  (foreign  coin]  ought  to  pass  throughout  the  United 
States."  PCC,  item  65,  2:255-56.  Its  endorsements  indicate  that  it  was  referred  to  this 
Grand  Committee  on  December  3,  and  subsequently  to  a  subcommittee  composed  of 
Hugh  Williamson,  William  Henry,  and  James  McHenry. 

8  For  Thomas  Jefferson's  notes  on  coinage,  see  Jefferson,  Papers  (Boyd),  7:150-94. 

9  For  Gouverneur  Morris'  April  30,  1783,  "Ideas  on  ...  a  New  Coinage,"  see  ibid.,  pp. 
169-73;  and  Morris,  Papers  (Ferguson),  7:761-65. 

10  For  the  continuation  of  this  committee's  proceedings,  see  Grand  Committee  Min- 
utes, January  29,  1785. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Timothy  Pickering 

Dear  Sir.  Trenton,  4th  Deer.,  1784. 

Congress  having  thought  proper  to  put  the  Treasury  in  commis- 
sion, appointed  three  persons  for  that  purpose,  some  time  since,  one 
of  the  gentlemen  has  declined  serving,  another  is  so  much  indisposed 
that  he  can't  attend,  &  the  third  has  given  us  no  answer,  so  that  Con- 
gress has  determined  to  appoint  two,  &  I  suppose  most  three  other 
persons:  I  have  thought  of  you  &  mentioned  it  to  some  of  the  members 
who  seem  to  be  desirous  of  knowing  whither  it  would  be  agreeable  to 
you.  Please  to  excuse  the  freedom  I  have  taken,  as  it  proceeds  from 
real  regard.  An  answer  by  the  next  post  will  lay  me  under  obligations.1 

I  am,  with  particular  respect,  your  most  obedient,  S.  Holten 

RC  (MHi:  Pickering  Papers). 

1  See  Holten  to  Pickering,  December  11. 


New  York  Agents'  Journal  of  Proceedings 

[December  4-9,  1784] 
Journal  of  Proceedings  in  Execution  of  the  Law  appointing  James 
Duane,  John  Jay,  Robt.  R.  Livingston,  Egbert  Benson  and  Walter  Liv- 
ingston to  be  Agents  for  vindicating  the  State  of  New  York  against  the 
claims  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.1 

1784  Saturday  4th  December,  Congress  having  assigned  the  6th  In- 
stant for  the  appearance  of  the  Agents  from  the  States  of  New  York 
and  Massachusetts  on  the  Controversy  respecting  their  Boundary — at 
Trenton2 — The  Chancellor,  Mr.  Walter  Livingston  &  myself  set  out 
this  Day  for  Trenton.  Mr.  Walter  Livingston  &  myself  agreably  to  the 
Act,  authorised  the  Treasurer  to  advance  us  100  Guineas  on  Account 
and  each  of  us  gave  him  a  receipt  for  50  Guineas  seperately.3 

6th.  Reached  Trenton  where  we  joined  Mr.  Jay  &  Mr.  Benson  our 
Colleagues. 
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7th.  Were  visited  by  Mr.  Geary,  Mr.  Lovel,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  King,  Dr. 
Holton  &  Mr.  Pa[r]tridge  the  Delegates  and  Agents  for  Massachusetts; 
and  returned  their  Visit.  Invited  them  to  dine  with  us  the  8th  to  open 
the  business  in  an  amicable  conference:  they  returned  the  Compli- 
ment for  the  9th. 

Decemr.  8th.  Met  the  Massachusetts  Agents  at  dinner  and  agreed 
each  to  name  1 3  persons,  out  of  which  to  chuse  Judges  for  constitut- 
ing the  federal  Court.4 

9th.  Dined  with  the  Agents  for  Massachusetts  and  exchanged  lists  of 
gentlemen  proposed  for  consideration  to  constitute  the  Court. 

The  list  proposed  by  New  York5. .  .Judge  Smith,  Beaty,  Patterson, 
Read,  Van  Dyke,  Johnson,  Harison,  Wythe,  Munroe,  Grayson,  Hooper, 
Nash,  Rutledge,  Middleton,  Gibbeys  [Gibbons],  Houstoun. 

List  proposed  by  Massachusetts,  John  Rutledge  &  Henry  Laurens 
South  Carolina,  George  Wythe,  Col.  Grayson,  Theo.  Bland,  Jno.  Blair, 
Arthur  Lee  of  Virginia,  R.  H.  Harrison  Maryland,  Henry  Merchant, 
William  Bradford,  Governor  Bowen,  R.  Island,  John  Langdon  &Josiah 
Bartlet  of  New  Hampr.6 

The  Agents  taking  into  consideration  that  Mr.  Wilson  who  was 
council  for  Pennsylvania  against  the  Claim  of  Connecticut  was  pos- 
sessed of  information  which  might  be  highly  useful  in  our  contest  with 
the  Massachusetts,  unanimously  agreed  that  it  would  be  our  Duty  to 
avail  ourselves  of  that  information  and  to  retain  Mr.  Willson  as  Council 
on  the  part  of  our  State  and  Mr.  Duane  was  directed  to  present  Mr.  Wil- 
son with  20  guineas  as  a  council  fee  on  behalf  of  our  State  accordingly7 

Tr  (NHi:  Robert  R.  Livingston  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Walter  Livingston,  but  obviously 
the  work  of  James  Duane,  as  "Mr.  Walter  Livingston  &  myself"  are  twice  mentioned  in 
the  second  paragraph  where  Livingston  and  Duane  are  clearly  the  subject. 

1  Of  the  five  agents  appointed  "for  vindicating"  New  York  against  Massachusetts'  land 
claims,  only  Duane,  who  had  been  the  preeminent  authority  on  the  state's  boundaries 
for  more  than  a  decade,  was  not  also  a  New  York  delegate  to  Congress  at  this  time. 

2  See  JCC,  27:547-50;  and  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  the  Massachusetts  Assembly, 
June  4,  1784,  note  11. 

3  Walter  Livingston's  claim  for  compensation  "as  an  Agent"  (November  25  to  Decem- 
ber 26,  1784)  and  "as  a  Member  of  Congress"  (December  26  to  April  7,  1785)  also  con- 
tains related  information  on  the  agents'  activities.  To  support  the  account  he  submitted 
for  compensation  for  32  days  as  an  agent  at  $8  per  day  and  for  102  days  as  a  congres- 
sional delegate  at  $5  per  day,  he  included  the  following  statement  in  substantiation. 

"I  hereby  certify  that  1  left  the  Manor  of  Livingston  on  the  25  of  Novr.  1784,  That  I  ar- 
rived in  New  York  on  the  30th  of  the  same  Month,  that  I  left  New  York  in  Company  with 
Mr.  Duane  Sc  the  Chancellor  on  the  4th  of  Decemr.,  That  We  arrived  at  Trenton  in  New 
Jersey  where  Congress  were  setting  on  the  first  Monday  in  said  Month  being  the  day  as- 
signed by  Congress  for  the  appearance  of  the  States  of  Massachusetts  &  New  York  by 
their  lawful  Agents  as  will  more  fully  appear  reference  being  had  to  their  Resolves  of 
the  3d  of  June  1784,  That  I  returned  to  New  York  on  the  26th  of  said  Month,  Congress 
having  adjourned  to  meet  at  that  place  on  the  1  Ith  of  (any.  1785,  That  1  continued  in\ 
attendance  until  the  7th  of  April  1785  during  which  time  I  acted  as  one  of  the  Agents  in 
behalf  of  this  Slate  in  conjunction  with  the  other  Agents.  Yet  I  do  nol  think  I  am  cut i- 
lled  lo  more  than  5  dollars  a  day  after  Congress  lefl  Trenton,  being  the  allowance  made 
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to  the  delegates,  that  on  the  8(h  of  April  I  accepted  an  appointment  under  Congress 
after  which  I  conceive  no  wages  ought  to  he  allowed  me  by  tin-  State  tho  I  continued  to 
meet  the  other  Agents  whenever  required  and  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Duane  &  Mr.  Jay 
drew  on  the  Treasurer  for  Several  Sums  of  money  for  the  purposes  of  said  Commission 
as  expressed  in  said  Drafts."  Robert  R.  Livingston  Papers,  NHi. 

1  This  day  the  two  states'  agents  also  appeared  before  Congress  for  the  formal  presen- 
tation and  exchange  of  their  credentials,  for  which  see  JCC,  27:666-72,  678. 

5  This  "list"  does  not  appear  in  the  MS  but  has  been  supplied  from  a  list  of  sixteen 
names  written  by  Livingston  on  a  separate  small  sheet  of  paper.  The  latter  seems  to  have 
been  used  by  the  agents  to  tally  their  nominees,  as  various  marks  and  checks  appear  in 
the  margin  beside  13  of  the  names,  a  process  that  eliminated  John  Beatty  of  New  Jersey, 
Arthur  Middleton  of  South  Carolina,  and  William  Cibbons  of  Georgia,  leaving  Isaac 
Smith  and  William  Paterson  of  New  Jersey,  Ceorge  Read  and  Nicholas  Van  Dyke  of 
Delaware,  Thomas  Johnson  and  Robert  Hanson  Harrison  of  Maryland,  Ceorge  Wythe, 
James  Monroe,  and  William  Crayson  of  Virginia,  William  Hooper  and  Abner  Nash  of 
North  Carolina,  John  Rutledge  of  South  Carolina,  and  William  Houstoun  of  Ceorgia. 

Additional  information  on  the  selection  process  is  also  found  in  the  following  extract 
from  James  Duane'sjanuary  6,  1785,  letter  to  his  father-in-law  Col.  Robert  Livingston.  "I 
did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  by  the  Sloop  when  I  was  preparing  to  attend 
Congress  to  assist  in  appointing  a  fcederal  Court  for  determining  our  important  Con- 
troversy with  the  Massachusetts.  We  set  out  on  the  4th  and  returned  the  26th  of  Decem- 
ber. After  much  Conversation  and  delay  we  agreed  on  nine  Centlemen  to  be  our  Judges 
any  five  to  form  a  quorum.  Mr.  Robt.  Hanson  Harrison  Chief  Justice  of  Maryland  (for- 
merly Secretary  to  General  Washington)  was  named  by  both  parties.  Mr.  Tho.  Johnson 
an  eminent  Lawyer  and  lately  Governour  of  Maryland,  Mr.  George  Reade  of  Delaware, 
Mr.  Isaac  Smith  One  of  the  Judges  and  Mr.  William  Patterson  late  Attorney  General 
both  of  New  Jersey  were  nominated  by  us,  and  by  Massachusetts  Mr.  John  Rutledge  late 
Governour  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  George  Wythe  Chancellor  of  Virginia  and  Mr. 
William  Grason  &  Mr.  James  Monroe  of  the  same  State.  It  is  allowed  to  be  a  very  re- 
spectable Tribunal  and  we  entertain  the  highest  hopes  of  a  fair  and  candid  Decision. 
The  first  Tuesday  in  June  is  fixed  for  opening  the  Court;  the  burthen  of  preparing  for 
this  great  and  important  Contest  is  assigned  to  me.  It  woud  not  be  so  difficult  a  Task 
with  the  knowledge  I  already  possess  of  the  merits  of  the  Claims  if  I  was  less  exposed  to 
Intrusion:  you  will  readily  believe  that  for  my  own  Honour  and  the  Interest  of  the  State 
and  of  Individuals  I  will  do  the  best  in  my  power  to  answer  the  high  Trust  reposed  in 
me. "Johnston  Redmond  Collection,  photostats  in  Edmund  C.  Burnett  Papers,  DLC. 

6  For  the  response  of  the  New  York  agents  to  this  proposed  Massachusetts  list,  see 
James  Duane's  Notes,  December  10-11,  1784. 

The  following  day  Congress  directed  the  agents  for  the  two  states  to  appoint  "by joint 
consent,  commissioners  or  judges  to  constitute  a  court  for  hearing  and  determining  the 
matter  in  question,  agreeable  to  the  ninth  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation,"  and  the  re- 
sults of  their  joint  efforts  were  submitted  to  Congress  on  December  24.  See  JCC,  27:678, 
709-10.  The  judges  thus  selected  were  George  Read  of  Delaware,  Isaac  Smith  and 
William  Paterson  of  New  Jersey,  Robert  Hanson  Harrison  and  Thomas  Johnson  of 
Maryland,  William  Grayson,  James  Monroe,  and  George  Wythe  of  Virginia,  and  John 
Rutledge  of  South  Carolina.  For  the  final  exchange  of  names  prior  to  agreement  on  the 
list  of  judges  submitted  to  Congress,  see  Massachusetts  Agents'  Proposals  and  New  York 
Agents'  Proposals,  December  23,  1784. 

7  The  selection  of  judges  for  hearing  this  Massachusetts-New  York  dispute  had  pro- 
ceeded routinely  to  this  point.  There  remained  but  the  determination  of  a  site  and  a 
date  for  holding  the  hearing,  and  obtaining  the  consent  of  at  least  five  of  the  judges  se- 
lected to  constitute  a  quorum.  On  January  21,  1785,  Williamsburg,  Va.,  was  selected  as 
the  site  and  the  following  day  representatives  from  the  two  sides  certified  that  "the  first 
Tuesday  of  June  next"  had  been  agreed  upon  for  the  time,  a  decision  reached  more 
than  three  weeks  earlier,  for  the  agents  of  the  two  states  had  reported  this  date  in  their 
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December  28  letter  to  James  Monroe  on  the  subject.  However,  difficulties  were  encoun- 
tered almost  immediately  thereafter,  as  New  York  suddenly  decided  to  oppose  the 
choice  of  Williamsburg  for  the  site,  and  notification  of  the  judges  was  accordingly  de- 
layed. Subsequently,  the  Massachusetts  delegates  hired  a  private  courier  to  obtain  the 
acceptance  of  at  least  five  judges  who  could  assemble  at  Williamsburg  by  June  7,  but  the 
effort  failed  and  the  date  was  later  postponed  to  November.  Other  difficulties  arose 
thereafter,  until  both  sides  finally  abandoned  hope  for  resolving  the  dispute  by  federal 
court  under  the  procedure  set  forth  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and  ultimately  re- 
sorted to  settlement  by  means  of  a  joint  Massachusetts-New  York  commission  which  met 
at  Hartford,  Conn.,  November  30,  1786.  For  a  detailed  analysis  of  the  dispute  by  the  ed- 
itors of  the  legal  papers  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  who  was  retained  by  New  York  in  June 
1785  to  present  the  state's  brief  in  the  case,  see  The  Law  Practice  of  Alexander  Hamilton, 
ed.  Julius  Goebel  et  al.,  2  vols.  (New  York:  Columbia  University  Press,  1964-69), 
1:553-83.  Aspects  of  the  controversy  can  be  followed  in  more  than  two  dozen  docu- 
ments printed  in  the  present  volume  of  letters  of  delegates  from  both  states  who  also 
simultaneously  performed  duties  as  agents  in  the  case,  for  the  first  of  which  see  James 
Duane's  Notes,  December  10-11,  1784. 


Samuel  Hardy  to  Patrick  Henry 

Sir,  Trenton  5th  December  1784. 

The  instructions  from  the  legislature  of  Virginia  to  their  Delegates 
in  Congress  came  to  hand  by  the  last  Post.1  The  Objects  to  which  they 
point  are  interesting  indeed,  to  the  peace  &  prosperity  of  the  Union 
in  general,  but  more  paticularly  so  to  the  southern  states.  The  part  di- 
recting the  formation  of  treaties  with  the  Indians  had  been  antici- 
pated by  a  report  of  a  Committee  which  had  been  previously  brought 
forward  on  that  Subject.2  It  stands  the  Order  of  the  day  for  tomorrow, 
8c  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  your  Excellency  by  the 
next  Post  that  the  views  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  relative  to 
treaties  with  the  southern  Indians  have  been  fully  complied  with.  The 
part  touching  the  Navigation  of  the  river  Missisipi  is  referred  to  a 
Committee  who  had  been  appointed  before  our  instructions  came  to 
hand,  to  take  under  Consideration  a  letter  from  Mr  De  Marbois  who 
ushered  in  a  kind  of  remonstrance  on  that  Subject  from  a  Mr  Ren- 
don,  who  is  said  to  be  invested  with  some  public  appointment  from 
the  Court  of  Madrid,  but  who  as  yet  has  produced  no  Credentials.3 
This  is  an  important  subject,  8c  may  involve  in  it  Consequences  very 
important  to  the  Union.  By  the  treaty  of  Paris  in  1763  it  was  stipulated 
that  both  Great  Britain  8c  Spain  should  have  the  free  use  of  the  Navi- 
gation of  the  Missisippi  from  its  source  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean — And  G. 
Britain  having  ceded  her  right  under  the  last  treaty  of  peace,  to  the 
United  states,  we  surely  stand  on  the  ground  on  which  she  stood,  8c 
are  entitled  to  every  right  which  she  possessed.  The  refusal  of  Spain  to 
admit  us  to  participate  of  the  Navigation,  8c  the  threat  she  has  held 
out  to  confiscate  the  Vessels  of  our  Citizens,  I  view  as  a  National  Out- 
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rage;  which  independent  of  Commercial  Considerations,  should  not 
be  passed  over  unnoticed.  For  in  national  as  well  as  individual  Contro- 
versies I  hold  it  to  be  a  principle  pretty  generally  prevalent,  that  in 
proportion  to  the  Concession  and  humiliation  of  one  party,  is  the  Ar- 
rogance 8c  insult  to  be  expected  from  the  other. 

Unhappily  our  Situation  at  present,  from  an  assemblage  of  Circum- 
stances, seems  to  proscribe  every  idea  of  War,  8c  to  subject  us  to  na- 
tional insult  without  the  power  of  national  resentment.  But  with  na- 
tions as  with  Individuals  there  is  a  point  of  forbearance  beyond  which, 
neither  can  yield  without  dishonour,  &  sometimes  without  danger. 
Heaven  forbid  that  Spain  should  drive  us  to  this  point! 

I  hope  nothing  on  our  part  will  manifest  a  disposition  to  rush  pre- 
maturely 8c  rashly  into  a  rupture  with  her.  I  trust  that  whatever  is 
adopted  will  be  the  result  of  calm  8c  dispassionate  reflection;  8c  that 
the  Measures  of  the  Union  will  carry  with  them  that  Air  of  delibera- 
tion with  the  necessary  firmness  which  will  be  the  most  likely  to  pro- 
duce the  desired  effect.  I  congratulate  you  Sir  on  your  appointment  to 
the  Office  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  Virginia;  May  your  Administration  be 
happy  to  yourself  8c  approved  of  by  the  state  over  which  you  preside. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  whilst  I  have  the  honour  to  continue 
in  Congress  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  communicate  to  you  any  infor- 
mation which  may  have  a  tendency  to  amuse  you  in  your  private,  or 
aid  you  in  your  public  character.  With  great  respect  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  Your  Excellencys  Mo  Obedt  humble  servant, 

S.  Hardy 

RC  (VtU:  McCullough  Collection). 

1  For  the  Virginia  assembly's  November  3  instructions  urging  negotiations  with  Spain 
over  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  conclusion  of  a  treaty  with  the  southern  In- 
dians, see  PCC,  item  71,  2:379-82. 

2  For  the  report  "previously  brought  forward,"  see  Richard  Beresford  to  Certain 
States,  March  30,  1784,  note  2.  For  its  assignment  to  a  new  committee,  see  South  Car- 
olina Delegates  to  Benjamin  Guerard,  January  25,  1785,  note  8. 

3  Spanish  agent  Francisco  Rendon  had  transmitted  a  letter  to  Congress  through  the 
offices  of  French  charge  d'affaires  Barbe-Marbois  informing  them  that  the  Spanish 
court  did  not  recognize  Great  Britain's  authority  to  cede  to  the  United  States  the  right 
to  navigate  the  Mississippi  River  within  Spanish  territory,  for  which  see  Charles  Thom- 
son to  Thomas  Jefferson,  October  1,  note  3.  Marbois'  letter  and  its  enclosures  were  re- 
ferred on  December  1  to  a  committee  comprised  of  James  Monroe,  Charles  Pinckney, 
and  William  Houstoun  which  submitted  draft  resolutions  on  or  before  December  6  that 
were  later  adopted  on  the  15th.  In  the  meantime,  however,  Congress  took  up  the  Vir- 
ginia proposition  that  "the  Prosperity  and  happiness"  of  the  state's  western  settlers  de- 
pended on  "the  right  of  navigating  the  River  Mississippi  to  the  Sea,"  and  its  request  that 
the  American  ministers  in  Europe  be  directed  "to  forward  negotiations  to  obtain  that 
end  without  Loss  of  Time."  PCC,  item  71,  2:379.  Congress  referred  these  instructions  to 
Monroe's  committee  on  December  6  (according  to  Charles  Thomson's  committee 
book)  and  enlarged  it  to  include  John  Jay,  Gunning  Bedford,  Jr.,  Samuel  Hardy,  and  El- 
bridge  Gerry.  The  full  committee  recommended  the  following  day  that  Congress  ap- 
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point  a  minister  to  the  court  of  Madrid  to  negotiate  "the  interfering  claims  of  the  two  na- 
tions," but  consideration  was  postponed  until  December  15  when  Congress  instructed 
the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  to  inform  Marbois  that  his  note  of  November  19  and  en- 
closures had  been  considered  and  that  Congress  would  endeavor  "to  cultivate  the  friend- 
ship of  the  Catholick  King."  On  the  17th  Congress  further  resolved  to  appoint  a  minister 
to  Spain  and  directed  the  committee  to  prepare  draft  instructions  which  it  submitted  on 
December  23.  Although  Congress  entertained  nominations  for  the  post  on  January  31 
and  February  2,  the  arrival  of  news  in  mid-February  that  Don  Diego  de  Gardoqui  had 
been  appointed  Spanish  minister  to  the  U.S.  rendered  moot  the  question  of  appointing 
a  resident  minister  in  Madrid.  See  JCC,  27:665,  687-90,  693-95,  705-6,  28:25n,  35n;  and 
PCC,  item  25,  2:369-71,  377-78,  391-93,  item  186,  fols.  167,  169,  item  190,  fol.  1.  See 
also  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Patrick  Henry,  February  14,  note  3. 

For  the  problem  of  Rendon's  lack  of  diplomatic  status  in  the  United  States,  see  Light 
Townsend  Cummins,  Spanish  Obseri<ers  and  the  American  Revolution,  1775-1783  (Baton 
Rouge:  Louisiana  State  University  Press,  1991),  chapter  7. 


Abiel  Foster  to  Meshech  Weare 

Sir.  Trenton  6th.  Decemr.  1784. 

I  have  the  honr.  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  my  safe  arrival  at  this 
place  on  the  first  Instant:  some  delay  at  Boston  in  waiting  for  the 
Stage  from  Thursday  to  the  Monday  following,  prevented  my  arrival  at 
an  earlier  day. 

On  the  last  of  the  preceeding  Month,  the  day  before  my  arrival, 
Congress  had  been  formed  for  the  first  time,  and  had  proceeded  to 
make  choice  of  the  Honble.  Richard  Henry  Lee  Esqr.  for  their  Presi- 
dent. Ten  States  have  already  attended,  and  two  more  by  one  Delegate 
each,  there  is  a  good  prospect  that  thirteen  will  soon  be  present.  In  so 
full  a  representation  I  flatter  myself  a  proper  dispatch  will  be  given  to 
the  public  business,  and  that  the  great  concerns  of  the  Union  will  be 
attended  to,  and  considered  with  that  coolness  of  deliberation  which 
their  nature,  and  importance  demand. 

I  impatiently  await  the  arrival  of  my  Honble.  Colleague,1  and  con- 
clude before  this  comes  to  hand  he  will  be  on  his  way — should  any 
thing  have  prevented,  I  must  desire  your  Excellency  to  give  every  facil- 
ity to  his  coming  forward. 

I  have  the  honr.  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  Excellencys  most 
obedt.  Servt.,  Abiel  Foster 

RC  (MHi:  Weare  Papers). 

1  That  is,  Pierse  Long,  who  arrived  at  Trenton  on  December  24,  the  day  Congress  re- 
solved to  adjourn  to  New  York,  and  who  therefore  did  not  lake  his  seat  in  Congress 
until  the  delegates  reconvened  at  New  York  on  January  11,  1785.  See  Long  to  Weare, 
January  1;  and  JCC,  28:1. 
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James  Monroe  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir  Trenton  Deer.  6.  1784. 

I  enclose  you  a  paper  wh.  will  give  you  a  state  of  the  representation 
of  the  States,  beside  wh.  little  else  hath  taken  place  worthy  yr.  atten- 
tion. Mr  Jay  is  here  &  will  I  understand  accept  the  office  of  foreign 
affrs.  upon  condition  Congress  will  establish  themselves  at  any  one 
place.1  The  conduct  of  Spn.  respecting  the  Mississippi  &ca  requires 
the  immediate  attention  of  Congress.  The  affr.  is  before  a  Committee. 
I  think  we  shall  leave  this  place  &  either  remove  to  Phila.  or  N.  York 
but  to  wh.  is  uncertain.  I  am  very  respectfully  yrs. 

Jas.  Monroe 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  John  Jay  had  been  elected  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  on  May  7  without  his  knowl- 
edge or  consent  and  did  not  learn  of  Congress'  action  until  he  arrived  in  New  York  on 
July  24.  See  Charles  Thomson  to  Jay,  June  18,  note  2,  and  September  18,  1784.  As  late  as 
October  20  he  wrote  Secretary  Thomson  that  "1  must  decline  accepting  the  Place  offered 
me,  at  least  until  the  Sense  of  Congress  may  be  known  on  two  or  three  points. ...  as  I  have 
a  Family  it  is  necessary  in  my  opinion,  that  my  Residence  should  be  stationary — and  I 
think  it  both  reasonable  &  important  that  the  Persons  to  serve  under  me  in  the  office, 
should  be  of  my  appointment."  Thomson  Papers,  DLC.  Jay  was  elected  a  delegate  to  Con- 
gress on  October  26  and  attended  from  December  6  to  24.  For  his  acceptance  of  the  for- 
eign affairs  post,  see  Elbridge  Gerry  to  James  Warren,  December  23,  note  4. 


Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  to  Alexander  Martin 

Sir,  Trenton  New-Jersey  6th  Decemr.  1784 

A  Congress  was  not  formed  untill  the  29th  Ulmo.  and  then  only  by 
seven  States,  to  wit,  Georgia,  So.  Carolina,  No.  Carolina,  Virginia, 
Pennsylvania,  Jersey  &  Massachusets,  as  it  was  late  in  the  day  before 
they  collected,  nothing  was  done  except  reading  the  Credentials  of  the 
Delegates — on  the  30th  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  was  represented,  & 
Congress  proceeded  to  the  Choice  of  a  President,  after  seven  or  eight 
ballottings  Mr.  Richd.  Henry  Lee  of  Virginia  was  elected.1 

There  are  Several  matters  of  very  great  moment  now  before  Con- 
gress, but  none  which  I  think  bears  so  serious  and  alarming  an  aspect 
as  the  dispute  between  Spain  &  the  United  States,  respecting  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississipi,  and  their  taking  possession  of  part  of  the  west- 
ern frontiers  of  the  southern  States.  They  totally  deny  our  right  to  nav- 
igate that  River,  or  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  grant  it  to  us,  as  Spain 
was  possessed  of  the  Territory  on  each  side  of  it,  by  Conquest,  prior  to 
the  date  of  the  treaty  with  G.B. — and  that  if  we  wish  to  avoid  the  con- 
fiscation of  our  Vessels,  not  to  attempt  it. 
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These  Sir,  are  the  Ideas  of  Spain  on  this  head,  and  they  differ  so 
widely  from  ours,  that  one  of  the  nations  must  recede  from  their  opin- 
ions or  a  War  will  be  the  consequence.  Congress  are  preparing  in- 
structions on  this  Subject,  for  a  Minister  who  on  this  occation  I  imag- 
ine will  be  sent  to  Madrid.2 

From  the  Conduct  of  Great  Britain  in  not  evacuating  the  Western 
posts  which  are  within  the  limits  of  the  U.S.  before  this  advanced  sea- 
son of  the  year — we  cannot  but  suspect,  that  she  means  something 
hostile,  and  should  a  rupture  take  place  between  Spain  8c  the  U.S.  we 
can  not  doubt  but  she  will  be  ready  to  the  advantage  of  it.  It  is  talked 
of  among  the  Delegates  as  a  necessary  step,  the  sending  an  Ambas- 
sador to  that  Court,  whether  Congress  will  do  it  is  a  matter  of  uncer- 
tainty— it  is  a  measure  that  would  render  us  essential  Service. 

If  your  Excellency  can  give  us  any  information  respecting  the  en- 
croachments of  the  Spaniards  on  our  western  frontiers,  you  will  be  so 
Obliging  as  to  forward  it  by  the  first  Opportunity. 

Congress  have  been  so  taken  up  with  other  business  since  their 
meeting,  that  have  done  nothing  respecting  the  No.  Carolina  cession. 
Should  they  take  it  up,  and  accept  before  we  receive  any  fresh  instruc- 
tions, it  will  place  the  Delegates  of  the  State  in  a  very  disagreeable 
Dilema,  they  knowing  the  divided  Sentiments  of  the  State  on  that 
Act.3  I  am  in  hopes  it  will  be  dormant  untill  we  receive  some  intelli- 
gence respecting  the  transactions  of  our  Assembly  in  their  October 
Session.  Should  it  be  called  up  we  must  postpone  doing  any  thing  with 
it  'till  we  do  hear  from  Carolina. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient  and  most 
humble  Servt.,  Richd.  D.  Spaight. 

RC  (PHi:  Gratz  Collection). 

1  See  Charles  Thomson  to  the  States,  November  30,  note. 

2  See  Samuel  Hardy  to  Patrick  Henry,  December  5,  note  3. 

3  See  Spaight  to  Martin,  December  18,  note  1. 


Charles  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book 

[December  6-24,  1784] 
1784  Trenton 

Decern.  6.  Sent  Charles  Hellstedt  Consul  for  Sweden — an  Act  of  recog- 
nition to  the  State  of  Pensylvania — with  his  Original  Commission.1 

8.  Sent  to  the  Secretary  in  the  War  Office  resolution  7th  Inst,  direct- 
ing him  to  stop  the  sale  of  Quarter  Master  8c  Military  Stores  until  the 
further  Order  of  Congress.2 

ditto — That  he  order  the  Troops  at  Fort  Stanwix  to  march  immedi- 
ately to  Fort  Ransalear.3 
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10.  Furnish 'd  the  Agents  for  the  States  of  Massachusetts  8c  New  York 
each  party  with  Copies  of  the  Credentials  of  the  other.4 

Sent  to  His  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress  to  be  forwarded5 

Letter  from  Congress  to  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  relative  to  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

1  Copy  do.  for  Doctor  Franklin. 
13th.  Sent  to  the  Secretary  in  the  War  Office 

Resolution  of  11th  Inst,  directing  him  to  take  order  for  supplying 
Troops  under  Major  Doughty  with  Cloathing  agreeably  to  his  return 
to  War  Office6 

Resolution  That  Mr  Duer  the  present  Contractor  be  requested  to 
continue  to  supply  the  Troops  under  Major  Doughty  as  also  those  at 
Fort  Ransalear  with  provisions  upon  the  Terms  he  hath  hitherto  done 
for  the  Months  of  January  &  February  ensuing — 7 

Resolution  That  Major  Doughty  be  allowed  the  pay  8c  emolu- 
ments of  Major  of  Artillery  to  commence  with  his  command  of  the 
Garrison  at  Fort  Pitt. 

Deliver'd  Major  Doughty  Copies  of  the  above. 
20.  Sent  to  the  several  States  from  N.  H.  to  G.  inclusive8 

Resolution  of  16th  Inst,  covering  Copy  of  a  Note  from  the 
Charge  des  Affaires  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  1  Deer.  1 784  respect- 
ing delays  &  difficulties  complained  of  by  French  Agents  in  setding  their 
Accounts  in  this  Country — recommending  to  them  to  pass  such  reme- 
dial Laws  on  the  subject  as  their  respective  Constitutions  may  permit. 
Sent  to  the  Secy,  in  the  War  Office  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Pay  Mas- 
ter General — 

Resolution  of  16th  Inst,  covering  Copy  of  a  note  from  the 
Charge  des  Affaires  of  his  Most  C.  M.  7  December  1784  respecting  the 
demands  of  the  Heirs  of  three  French  Officers  who  died  in  the  ser- 
vice— that  the  same  be  referred  to  Pay  Master  Genl.  with  orders  to  ex- 
amine &c.  8c  report  thereon  to  Congress — as  also  Copy  of  a  Letter 
from  Col.  Fleuri  referred  to  him  as  above.9 

Sent  to  Joseph  Pennell  Esq.  Commissr.  for  settling  Accots.  in  the 
Marine  Department — 

Resolution  of  16th  Inst,  covering  Copy  of  a  note  from  the  Charge 
des  Affaires  of  his  Most  C.  M.  respecting  monies  advanced  for  refitting 
the  Frigate  Confederacy — referred  to  him  &  that  he  be  ordered  to  re- 
port thereon  to  Congress  without  delay.10 

Sent  Mr.  De  Marbois  Charge  des  Affaires  &c.  Copies  of  the  resolutions. 
December  2  [4]  th.11  Sent  to  the  President  of  Congress  to  be  for- 
warded— 13  Copies  of  an  Ordinance. 

MS  (DNA:  PCC,  item  181).  In  the  hand  of  Benjamin  Bankson.  A  continuation  of  Thom- 
son's Memorandum  Book,  August  4-13,  1784. 

1  For  Congress'  "act  of  recognition"  of  Hellstedt  as  Sweden's  consul  at  Philadelphia, 
see/CC,  27:659.  For  copies  of  his  commission,  which  he  submitted  to  Secretary  Thomson 
in  a  letter  of  November  19,  see  PCC,  item  78,  12:347-50,  item  129,  fols.  38-39,  52-53. 
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2  SeeJCC,  27:664. 

3  Ibid. 

*  Ibid.,  pp.  666-72. 

5  See  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Bejamin  Franklin,  December  1 1,  note. 

6JCC,  27:681-82. 

7  See  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  William  Duer,  December  14,  note. 

8  No  such  letter  from  Thomson  or  Pies.  Richard  Henry  Lee  has  been  found,  but  for 
the  December  16  congressional  resolve  enclosed,  see/CC,  27:690-91. 

9  Ibid.,  pp.  691-92. 
i»  Ibid. 

11  Missing  numeral  supplied — conjectured  from  the  December  23  resolution  "for- 
warded" and  the  date  of  the  presidential  letter  at  issue,  for  which  see  Richard  Henry 
Lee  to  the  States,  December  24. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Mascoll  Williams 

Sir,1  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  7th.  Deer.  1784. 

By  a  letter,  I  reed,  from  Mrs.  Holten  a  few  days  since,  I  understand 
that  postage  was  demanded  &  paid  on  a  letter  of  mine,  &  my  name 
and  the  word  free,  was  bloted  out  on  the  out  side  of  the  letter,  &  the 
postage  being  required  at  your  office,  &  some  other  circumstances 
leads  me  to  think  that  my  name  was  struck  out  at  your  office,  however, 
I  can't  yet  believe  it  was  done  by  your  order,  but  if  I  should  not  hear 
from  you  upon  the  subject  I  may  alter  my  opinion,  &  if  so,  I  must  ask 
what  authority  you  had  for  doing  it,  as  I  must  suppose  you  knew  the 
members  of  Congress  had  a  right  to  frank  their  letters.2 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient, 

FC  (MHi:  Holten  Paper).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten.  Addressed:  "Mr.  Mascol 
Williams,  or  the  Post  Master  at  Salem." 

1  Holten  was  apparently  addressing  Mascoll  Williams,  who  died  in  Salem  February  13, 
1799,  at  the  age  of  81.  Vital  Records  of  Salem,  Massachusetts  (Salem:  Essex  Institute,  1925), 
6:336. 

2  For  the  franking  privilege  enjoyed  by  delegates  to  Congress  since  1775,  see  JCC, 
3:342,  23:678. 


Rufus  King  and  Elbridge  Gerry  to 
Samuel  Holten  and  George  Partridge 

Gentlemen,  Tuesday  Evg.  [December  7,  1784  I1 

We  have  the  ideas  of  the  Agents  of  NY.  upon  the  proposed  plan  of 
agreeing  on  a  foederal  Court.  The  Gentlemen  desire  our  answer 
whether  we  agree  to  the  mode,  I  propose  to  exchange  Lists  in  the 
morning  if  we  agree.  We  have  sent  for  Messrs.  Lowell  &  Sullivan,  &  if 
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you  are  unengaged  ask  the  favor  of  your  company  to  adjust  this  busi- 
ness. We  shd.  wait  on  you  could  we  bring  with  us  Messrs.  L.  &  Sulln.2 

R.  King  for  self 
8c  E  Gerry. 

RC  (MHi:  Colbourn  Collection). 

1  For  the  context  of  this  document,  see  New  York  Agents' Journal,  December  4-9,  1784. 

2  That  is,  John  Lowell  and  James  Sullivan. 


William  Ellery  to  Benjamin  Stelle 

Sir,  Trenton  Deer.  8th  1784. 

Immediately  after  Congress  rose  I  went  to  the  blazing  star,  and  in- 
tended to  have  had  the  pleasure  of  a  confabulation  with  you;  but  un- 
happily for  me  you  had  set  out  for  Philadelphia. 

I  now  inclose  your  letter  with  a  number  of  a  tickets  which  I  had  sent  to 
you  in  Sept.  1783;  and  would  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  setde  and 
make  out  certificates  for  the  prize  tickets,  agreeable  to  the  resolution  of 
Deer.  1782  in  the  names  of  the  persons  whose  names  are  endorsed  on 
them,  and  deliver  the  certificates  to  my  colleague  Mr.  Howell. 

If  you  can't  do  it  at  Philadelphia,  take  the  prize  tickets  with  you  to 
the  place  where  you  hold  your  office,  and  transmit  the  certificates  to 
me  by  some  safe  hand,  or  to  Mr.  Marshall  in  Philadelphia.  You  will  re- 
turn the  blank  tickets  by  Mr.  Howell. 

I  am  your  friend  &  hble  servt.  Wm  Ellery1 

RC  (RPB:  Ellery  Papers).  Addressed:  "Benjamin  Stelle  Esqr,  Philadelphia." 

1  Ellery  also  wrote  a  letter  on  December  10  to  Chauncey  Goodrich,  a  Hartford  attor- 
ney, requesting  him  to  institute  suit  against  Gamaliel  Clark  of  Connecticut  who  had  de- 
faulted on  a  note  held  by  Ellery's  late  father-in-law,  Nathaniel  Carey.  The  county  of 
Clark's  residence  was  not  known  to  Ellery,  however,  nor  whether  Goodrich  practiced  in 
that  jurisdiction,  and  if  not  he  hoped  Goodrich  would  recommend  an  appropriate 
"practitioner."  "Col.  Cook  [Joseph  P.  Cooke]  one  of  your  delegates,"  Ellery  added  in  a 
postscript,  "informs  me  that  Col.  [Jesse]  Root  lives  in  Hartford.  If  you  should  not  and 
he  should  practice  in  the  county  where  Gameliel  Clark  lives  I  would  have  you  put  the 
note  in  his  hands."  Miscellaneous  Manuscripts,  DLC. 


James  Duane's  Notes 

Trenton  December  [10-11]  1784 
At  a  Conference  at  Mr  Jays  on  Fryday 
Evning  the  10th  Deer  present  all  the 
Agents  from  New  York  &  Mr  Wilson 
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The  List  proposed  by  Massachusetts  was  taken  into  Consideration.1 
They  name  Gentlemen  from  Virginia  alone  from 

from 

It  was  observed  that  while  we  have  given  them  scope  in  our  List  for 
a  Choice  from  each  of  the  States  they  have  in  theirs  confind  us  to 
States  only. 

That  Virginia  by  her  Constitution  founds  her  territorial  rights  on 
the  ancient  Charter  to  which  comprehend  a  very 

great  part  of  the  Country  of  the  Six  Nations.  That  the  Claim  of  New 
York  Covers  the  Country  of  the  6  Nations  and  consequently  a  great 
part  of  the  jurisdiction  reserved  by  Virginia  in  her  late  Cession  to  the 
United  States:  and  that  it  cannot  be  a  pleasing  Office  to  the  Citizens 
of  that  State  to  pass  a  Judgement  which  might  interfere  with  the  Con- 
stitutional Claims  of  their  Country. 

That  With  respect  to  Connecticut  there  is  such  a  similarity  between 
her  Claim  against  Pensylvania  8c  the  Massach.  Claim  against  New  York 
that  her  Citizens  cannot  be  presumed  to  be  free  from  some  Degree  of 
Prejudice. 

That  New  Hampshire  has  an  existing  Controversy  with  New  York 
which  has  been  brought  to  a  formal  hearing  before  Congress: 

That  upon  the  whole  only  Mr  Harrison2  of  all  the  Gent,  proposed 
by  Massach.  Can  be  agreed  to  consistent  with  the  Duty  which  we  owe 
to  our  State. 

It  is  therefore  unanimously  agreed  that  a  new  proposition  be  made 
to  the  Mass.  Agents  (to  wit) 

That  the  Agents  on  both  sides  respectively  name  two  Gent,  from 
every  State  excepting  New  York  &  the  Massach.  which  will  make  the 
number  44  and  the  Agents  alternately  strike  out  one  till  the  number 
shall  be  reduced  to  22  And  that  from  these  an  Attempt  be  made  to 
constitute  Judges  by  Consent. 

And  Mr  Duane  is  appointed  to  communicate  this  proposition. 

Mr  Duane  accordingly  made  The  said  proposition  to  the  Gentle- 
men of  the  Massach. 

Saturday  the  1 1th  A  M 

Mr.  Duane  reported  the  Answer  of  the  Masss.  Agents  to  the  above 
proposition  (to  wit) 

That  they  expected  that  the  Agents  from  New  York  woud  furnish 
them  with  a  new  List  of  13  Gent,  according  to  the  first  Agreemt. 

That  they  woud  take  it  into  Consideration  and  if  it  produced  no  Ef- 
fect they  woud  make  us  a  Proposition. 

We  thereupon  formed  a  new  List  of  the  following  Gent  and  Mr 
Duane  at  the  request  of  the  Agents  deliverd  it  to  the  Mass.  Agents.3 
Nathaniel  Green  Rhode  Island 

lohn  (lone  &  )  VT      T 

judge  Smith    I  New  Jersey 
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George  Reed  Delaware 

Thomas  Johnson    \ 

Rob.  H.  Hanson     (  . , 

Charles  Carrol  Maryland 

Thomas  Stone         ' 

William  Nelson  Virginia 

William  Hooper     \ 

Abner  Nash  North  Carolina 

John  Penn  ) 

Edward  Rutledge  South  Carolina 

Saturday  11th.  P  M 
Memor.  I  called  on  Mr  Sullivan  &  Mr  Lowell  (Agents  for  Mass.  who 
did  not  attend  as  Delegates  in  Congress)  on  a  Visit:  The  Conversation 
ttirned  on  our  Controversy.  They  expressed  great  Satisfaction  at  the 
polite  manner  in  which  the  business  had  been  conducted  but  said 
they  were  apprehensive  that  it  must  probably  be  submitted  to  Con- 
gress to  name  a  List  forjudges  according  to  the  federal  Articles.  I  ob- 
served that  on  the  part  of  New  York  we  shoud  be  as  conciliating  as  cir- 
cumstances woud  possibly  admit — that  we  only  wished  for  an 
impartial  Tribunal  to  decide  upon  our  Rights  &  lay  a  foundation  for 
perpetual  Amity  between  the  two  States.  That  we  ought  not  to  consent 
to  throw  the  burthen  of  the  determination  on  Gent,  from  Virginia 
and  must  put  them  in  a  disagreeable  situation  to  pass  a  Judgement  on 
our  evidence  which  woud  call  in  Question  the  Right  of  that  State  to  a 
part  of  the  Jurisdiction  which  they  claimd  by  their  very  Constitution 
and  had  reserved  by  their  Cession  to  the  United  States — And  that  yet 
the  Mass.  Agents  had  been  pleasd  to  name  no  less  than  four  Gent, 
from  that  State  as  Judges.  Mr  Lowel  replied  that  Objections  to  States 
must  prevent  any  amicable  Appoint,  of  Judges  which  coud  only  take 
place  from  a  Considn.  of  the  Rectitude  of  Individuals:  that  All  the 
small  States  were  averse  to  the  Claims  of  the  large — that  the  legisl.  of 
Maryland  had  openly  protested  against  those  Claims  on  the  broad 
principle  that  all  unappropriated  Lands  in  every  state  belonged  not  to 
the  respective  States  in  which  they  were  situated  but  to  the  united 
States.  Here  this  subject  dropped. 

Mr  Sullivan  afterwards  took  Occasion  to  observe  that  some  things 
had  been  published  in  the  New  York  papers  (which)  were  (thought)  ex- 
ceptionable (in  the  Massachusetts)  8c  had  at  first  occasiond  a  Resolution 
in  himself  8c  others  to  give  them  a  Reply  but  on  Reflection  it  was 
thought  best  to  pass  them  over  in  Silence.  I  asked  to  know  what  he  al- 
luded to,  and  he  mentiond  the  Speech  of  our  Governour  8c  the  An- 
swers of  the  Senate  &  Assembly  with  respect  to  their  demand  of  a 
fcederal  Court.  I  answerd  that  the  Claim  of  Massac,  coud  not  but  ex- 
cite an  agitation  in  our  Government.  That  it  was  of  so  undefined  8c  ex- 
tensive Nature  as  to  include  over  Albany  &  Schenectede  &c  planted  by 
the  Dutch  before  the  date  of  their  Charter  and  that  it  struck  at  our 
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very  existence  as  a  State.  He  replied  that  it  was  not  their  Intention  to 
claim  Albany  or  any  dutch  settlement  which  had  been  made  an- 
tecedent to  their  first  Charter:  and  that  they  woud  take  an  Opportu- 
nity to  relinquish  such  districts  at  the  Hearing  but  they  conceivd  all 
other  Lands  within  the  bounds  of  their  ancient  Charter  to  belong  to 
them. 

I  told  them  that  as  a  proof  of  Candor  I  woud  in  my  turn  mention  a 
Circumstance  or  two  which  had  excited  dissatisfaction  at  the  Conduct 
of  their  Government.  That  our  State  was  among  the  first  to  make  a 
common  Cause  with  them  in  the  Hour  of  their  distress:  that  it  seemed 
to  be  a  singular  Circumstance  that  after  we  had  contributed  every 
thing  in  our  power  to  maintain  a  successful  War,  the  old  Charter  of 
the  Mass.  shoud  be  now  revived  for  our  Destruction:  that  it  coud  not 
but  remind  us  of  the  fable  of  hunting  with  the  Lion. 

I  added  as  another  Instance  that  we  had  submitted  our  Contest  with 
our  discontented  Citizens  on  the  Grants  to  the  Arbit.  of  Mass.  in  com- 
mon with  the  other  States:  that  while  the  Cause  remaind  sub  Judice 
her  Legislature  had  thought  fit  to  Offer  a  formal  release  of  her  Claims 
within  that  District  in  favor  of  Vermont  if  Congress  woud  agree  to  es- 
tablish it  as  an  independent  State:  that  {such  an)  this  {was)  unreason- 
able interference  discoverd  such  a  Partiality  in  their  Favour  or  either 
such  an  Enmity  against  us  as  coud  not  be  accounted  for:  the  more  es- 
pecially as  our  Zeal  for  the  Common  Cause  had  been  as  operative  as 
the  Treachery  of  Vermont  &  her  Intreagues  with  the  Enemy  in 
Canada  were  notorious. 

The  Gent,  both  admitted  that  this  Conduct  coud  not  be  Justified:  and 
that  it  was  a  hasty  Measure:  that  however  some  Allowances  were  to  be 
made  for  it:  That  the  Connection  of  that  District  with  the  Enemy  was 
well  known  &  its  total  Defection  from  our  Cause  apprehended:  that  at 
the  same  time  the  two  Northern  Counties  of  Massac,  were  discontented 
&  opposed  to  Government  &  had  gone  so  far  as  to  prevent  administra- 
tion of  Justice  &  even  to  break  up  the  Courts  by  violence,  at  the  same 
time  that  they  were  entreaguing  with  the  Vermonteers:  and  under  these 
Circumstances  &  in  hopes  the  Independ.  of  Vermont  woud  be  a  means 
of  attaching  it's  Inhabits,  to  the  Union  &  reestablishing  the  Tranquillity 
of  the  before  mention'd  District,  the  Measure  of  which  I  complain'd 
had  when  [....]  An  Obvious  Remark  occurred  on  this  Explanation 
but  considering  that  it  coud  be  of  no  use  I  suppressed  it. 

One  of  the  Gentlemen  asked  me  what  in  my  Opinion  woud  be 
done  with  Vermont?  It  was  a  Subject  I  wished  to  have  discussd  for  a 
very  particular  Reason  which  I  need  not  explain — I  therefore  an- 
swerd  that  it  was  a  Case  of  great  difficulty  of  which  it  was  not  easy  to 
form  an  opinion.  In  hopes  this  might  have  brought  on  some  farther 
Conversation  I  stopt  here — but  to  my  disappointment  they  did  not 
pursue  the  subject. 
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They  turnd  the  Conversation  to  our  powers  and  enquired  whether 
we  had  any  Authority  or  whether  the  Legislature  had  it  in  Contempla- 
tion to  accommodate  the  dispute  between  the  two  States?  1  told  them 
that  we  had  no  power  or  Instruction  but  what  were  containd  in  our 
Initial  Credentials — the  Law  which  had  been  communicated  to  them. 

They  answerd  that  neither  had  they  any  power  on  that  Subject — 
that  as  they  nevertheless  wished  for  a  friendly  Accommodation,  they 
had  it  in  Contemplation  to  make  a  proposition  not  doubting  but  if 
the  Agents  for  both  States  approved  8c  recommended  it  we  might 
hope  that  it  woud  take  place. 

They  then  explaind  the  proposition  viz.  that  the  Content  of  both 
States  shoud  he  estimated;  and  after  assigning  to  each  an  Equal  Ex- 
tent of  Territory  the  Surplus  of  the  Lands  in  Controversy  shoud  be 
equally  Divided!  They  expressed  their  wish  for  my  candid  opinion  of 
Such  an  Accommodation. 

I  reminded  them  of  the  Nature  of  our  powers  which  did  not  extend 
to  any  accommodation — But  assured  them  that  every  proposition 
which  they  thought  fit  to  make  woud  meet  with  the  respectful  Atten- 
tion of  the  Agents  for  New  York.4 

MS  (NHi:  Duane  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  James  Duane. 

1  For  the  context  of  these  proceedings  and  the  New  York  agents'  receipt  of  "The  list 
proposed  by  Massachusets."  see  New  York  Agents'  Journal,  December  4-9,  especially 
notes  5  and  6.  See  also  Massachusetts  Agents'  Proposal,  December  23. 

2  That  is,  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  chief  justice  of  Maryland. 

3  Cf.  New  York  Agents'  Journal,  December  4—9,  note  5,  and  Proposal,  December  23. 

4  Following  this  paragraph,  Duane  wrote  "Monday  13th"  in  the  center  of  the  page, 
obviously  in  expectation  of  continuing  his  narrative,  but  for  whatever  reason  failed  to 
do  so. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Timothy  Pickering 

Dear  Sir.  Trenton  11th  Deer.,  1784.1 

I  have  been  favoured  with  your  attention  of  the  7th  by  which  I  per- 
ceive you  wish  to  see  the  plan  for  constituting  the  board  of  treasury;2  I 
understand  their  powers,  at  this  time,  are  the  same  as  the  late  financier 
was  vested  with,  which  you  may  see  in  the  printed  journals  of  Congress, 
which  I  conclude  you  have  but  how  long  they  will  continue  the  same  is 
uncertain,  as  a  committee  of  Congress  has  lately  been  appointed  to 
consider  the  same,  8c  report  such  alterations  as  they  think  proper. 

There  is  to  be  a  secretary  at  war  appointed,  &  some  of  your  friends 
here  wish  you  to  be  in  this  department,  &  some  in  the  other.  As  to  my- 
self, I  wish  you  to  have  that  place,  which  is  most  agreeable  to  you, 
knowing  that  the  place  you  accept  will  be  well  fill'd,  however,  I  have 
nominated  you  to  the  board  of  Treasury,3  as  I  think  it  is  not  likely  the 
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two  offices  you  mentioned  will  be  joined,  and  I  consider  the  board  of 
treasury,  as  being  likely  to  be  most  profitable. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  sincere  friend  &  humble  servant, 

S.  Holten* 

RC  (MHi:  Pickering  Papers). 

1  Holten  at  this  time  was  also  chairman  of  a  committee  to  which  had  been  referred  a 
number  of  foreign  dispatches  on  December  1  and  December  8.  PCC,  item  186,  fols. 
167,  171.  In  connection  with  his  work  on  this  committee,  which  also  consisted  of  Gun- 
ning Bedford,  Samuel  Hardy,  William  Churchill  Houston,  and  Jacob  Read,  he  wrote  the 
following  note  to  Bedford  and  to  Hardy  on  the  10th.  "Dr.  Holten  presents  his  compli- 
ments to  the  honorable  Mr.  Bedford  [and  Mr.  Hardy],  &  requests  his  attendance  on  a 
committee  this  afternoon  at  5  o'clock  in  the  chamber  where  we  usually  meet."  Holten 
Papers,  DLC. 

-  Pickering's  December  7  letter,  written  in  response  to  Holten's  to  him  of  December 
4,  is  in  the  Pickering  Papers,  5:341 ,  MHi. 

3  Pickering  withdrew  himself  from  consideration  for  appointment  to  the  treasury 
board  in  a  January  26  reply  to  Holten  which  is  in  ibid.,  5:343;  and  Danvers  Historical  Soci- 
ety Collections  20  (1932):  48-49. 

1  Holten  also  wrote  the  following  business  letter  to  Robert  Morris  this  day. 

"I  have  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  honl.  James  Lovell  esqr.  upon  you  for  466% 
dollars,  &  I  wish  to  know  whither  it  would  be  agreeable  to  honr.  the  same.  The  reason 
of  my  asking  this  question  before  I  endorsed  &  sent  it  forward  is  because  I  consider  Mr 
Lovell  as  having  been  acting  in  a  public  capacity  in  your  department  &  tho'  the  bill  is 
not  drawn  by  him  in  his  public  character,  nor  upon  you  in  yours,  yet  I  had  doubts 
whither  it  might  not  be  considered  by  you  in  that  light,  &  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
not  be  honored  immediately.  I  will  only  add  that  as  I  took  sd  bill  in  preference  to 
specie,  &  for  part  of  my  expences  while  attending  Congress,  it  will  be  a  disappointment 
not  to  receive  the  money."  Holten  Papers,  MHi. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Benjamin  Franklin 

Sir,  Trenton  December  the  11th  1784 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  a  packet  for  his  most 

Christian  Majesty  containing  a  letter  from  Congress  to  that  Monarch 

recommending  our  able  and  active  friend  the  Marquis  la  Fayette  to 

his  royal  favor. 

The  Marquis's  former  and  recent  services  to  America  deserve,  and 

have  secured  to  him,  the  warmest  attachment  of  these  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect  and 

esteem,  Sir,  your  Excellencies  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Richard  Henry  Lee.  P. 

P.S.  The  packet  for  his  most  Christian  Majesty  is  left  open  to  be  sealed 
or  otherwise  as  you  shall  deem  most  proper.  R.  H.  Lee 

RC  (PPAmP:  Bache  Collection). 

1  SeeyCC,  27:673-74,  682-83;  and  the  following  entry. 
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Richard  Henry  Lee  to  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette 

My  dear  Sir,  Trenton  Decemr.  11th  1784 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  letter  for  the  Minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States,  at  the  court  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty, 
which  covers  a  letter  to  our  great  and  good  Ally,  a  copy  of  which  I 
have  also  the  pleasure  to  enclose  for  your  satisfaction.1  I  assure  you  my 
dear  friend  that  I  feel  myself  singularly  happy  in  observing  the  unani- 
mous disposition  that  prevails  in  Congress  to  promote  your  glory,  for  I 
do  most  sincerely  wish  you  every  felicity  that  this  world  can  afford.2 

I  am,  with  unfeigned  esteem  and  regard,  My  dear  Sir,  Your  affec- 
tionate friend,  Richard  Henry  Lee 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  16). 

1  See  the  preceding  entry. 

2  Lafayette  had  arrived  in  America  in  August  1784  to  renew  acquaintances  and  rekin- 
dle wartime  memories,  and  after  an  ambitious  tour  that  took  him  from  New  York  to 
Philadelphia,  Mount  Vernon,  Albany,  Boston,  Richmond,  Annapolis,  and  Trenton,  he 
had  returned  to  New  York  to  embark  for  France.  When  it  had  received  an  announce- 
ment of  his  pending  return  home,  Congress  had  appointed  a  special  committee  of  one 
member  from  each  state  to  receive  him,  which  reported  on  December  13  the  results  of 
their  reception  of  the  marquis  this  day.  For  Lafayette's  trip  to  America,  and  his  recep- 
tion by  Congress  at  this  time,  see  Lafayette,  Papers  (Idzerda),  5:232-89;  Washington, 
Papers  (Abbot),  Confederation  Series,  2:28-29,  84-85,  103-4,  165,  175-76,  194,  226-28; 
and/CC,  27:673-74,  679-80,  682-85. 


George  Partridge  to  John  Pierce 

Sir:  Trenton,  Dec.  11,  1784. 

I  should  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  to  inform  me,  whether,  by  the 
orders  of  Congress,  the  widow  or  children  of  a  Major-general  who  lost 
his  life  in  the  service  is  entitled  to  the  half-pay  of  a  Major-general  for 
seven  years,  or  to  that  of  a  Colonel  only. 

There  is  a  dispute  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  which  is  suspended 
on  the  decision  of  this  question. 

If  you  think  the  case  clear,  your  opinion,  with  the  grounds  of  it,  will 
no  doubt  give  satisfaction;  but  if  you  are  in  any  doubt,  I  shall  apply  to 
Congress  for  an  explanation  of  those  acts.1 

I  am,  with  the  highest  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Partridge. 

MS  not  found;  reprinted  from  William  T.  R.  Saffell,  Records  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
(Philadelphia:  G.  G.  Evans,  1860),  p.  97.  Addressed:  "Col.  John  Pierce,  P.  M.  Gen." 

1  Paymaster  general  Pierce's  answer  is  not  known,  but  Partridge  later  introduced  a 
congressional  motion  on  this  subject  that  was  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of 
himself,  David  Howell,  and  Hugh  Williamson.  The  committee's  recommendation, 
adopted  by  Congress  on  February  28,  1785,  affirmed  that  the  half  pay  due  general  offi- 
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cers  (and  their  widows  or  children)  "be  in  proportion  to  their  pay,"  in  keeping  with  an 
August  25,  1780,  congressional  resolution  modifying  its  May  15,  1778,  regulation  which 
had  provided  "that  no  Genl  Officer. . .  be  entitled  to  receive  more,  than  one  half  part  of 
the  pay  of  a  Colo."  See/CC,  11:502,  17:777-78,  28:93,  106-7. 


John  Vining  to  Nicholas  Van  Dyke 

Sir  Trenton  11th  Decer.  1784 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  since  the  late  meet- 
ing of  Congress,  nothing  more  than  General  Federal  Questions  have 
been  agitated.  The  Treaties  with  the  Indians  as  far  as  they  have  gone 
are  favourable,  and  except  in  a  few  deviations  from  the  late  Provi- 
sional and  definitive  Treaties  of  Peace,  We  stand  in  all  Considerations 
in  a  most  respectable  point  of  View.  The  Quotas  for  the  present  year 
are  not  yet  fixed,  as  soon  as  they  are,  your  Excellency  shall  be  in- 
formed of  it.  This  will  suggest  to  your  Excellency  the  necessity  or 
rather  the  Expediency  of  at  least  one  of  our  representation,  continu- 
ing with  Congress;1  the  Committee's  of  Finance  and  almost  every 
other  Committee  of  Importance  are  composed  of  a  Member  from 
each  of  the  states.  This  is  a  Circumstance  of  so  much  consequence 
that  I  trust  the  General  Assembly,  from  the  recommendations  of  your 
Excellency  will  be  induced  to  reconsider  the  last  resolve  relative  to  the 
appointments  of  Members  to  Congress  (and  their  Pay  as  well  as  the 
Mode  in  which  it  is  to  be  made)  and  give  it  those  Alterations  which 
both  delicacy  and  Justice  require.  Our  Expences  here  from  the  Neces- 
sity of  Eating  at  Taverns,  and  sleeping  where  we  can,  are  at  least  as 
great  as  they  would  be  in  any  capital  City  whatsoever.  The  Assembly 
and  your  Excellency  will  I  make  no  doubt  feel  in  a  proper  point  of 
view  those  Circumstances  upon  which  delicacy  forbids  me  to  say 
more — for  all  other  particulars  I  refer  you  to  my  honorable  Friend 
and  Colleague  Mr.  Bedford,  who  will  be  so  happy  as  to  deliver  this  to 
your  Excellency.  And  believe  me  sir,  with  most  respectful  Compt.  to 
Mrs.  Vandyke  and  Family  your  Excellency's  most  obet.  Humle  Servant, 

John  Vining 

RC  (DeHi:  George  Read  Papers). 

1  Following  Gunning  Bedford's  departure  this  day  and  Vining's  return  home  the 
14th,  Delaware  remained  unrepresented  in  Congress  until  March  21.  1785.  See  J( X .', 
27:681,  683,  685-86,  28:172,  182. 


Hugh  Williamson  to  Thomas  Jefferson 

Dear  Sir  Trenton  llib  Deer.  1784. 

Very  little  Progress  has  been  made  since  your  departure  in  (he  Plans 


64  December  11,  1784 

for  improving  the  great  Dismal.  People  near  Edenton  are  afraid  that  a 
Canal  from  Pasquetank  to  Elizabeth  River,  through  Drummonds  Lake 
would  deprive  that  Town  of  its  small  remains  of  Trade  and  the  People 
on  Pasquetank  River  who  would  be  profited  by  the  Canal  have  not  En- 
terprize  enough  to  go  on  with  the  Work.  They  want  a  Conductor,  an 
able  and  persevering  Director  on  the  Virginia  side  would  answer  the 
Purpose.  Our  Company  has  from  30  to  40  Thousand  A[cre]s.  We  have 
a  Party  of  Men  working  in  the  Swamp.  The  mannager  has  lately  been 
through  it.  No  Part  of  the  Lake  is  within  our  Tract,  for  it  is  %  of  a  mile 
North  of  the  Line.  There  is  a  Mill  on  a  head  Branch  of  Elizabeth  River 
to  which  the  Tide  flows  &  it  is  said  that  the  stagnant  Waters  of  the 
Dam  of  that  Mill  extend  to  within  half  a  Mile  of  Drummonds  Pond.  If 
so,  a  single  Lock  at  the  Mill  and  a  very  short  Canal  opens  the  Carriage 
from  Norfolk  into  the  Lake  and  a  Mile  further  brings  it  among  the 
weighty  Junipers  in  our  Swamp.  I  have  directed  our  Agent  to  try  to 
buy  two  or  three  shares  more  for  me  but  don't  know  what  success  he 
may  have. 

A  valuable  Improvement  is  said  to  have  been  made  in  Mecanicks  by 
a  Citizen  of  Virga  on  Potowmack.  He  says  that  he  has  found  a  method 
of  working  a  Boat  carrying  from  5  to  10  Tons  70  or  80  miles  a  day  by 
three  men  up  such  a  River  as  the  Ohio.  He  says  she  will  go  @  3  miles 
the  Hour  up  a  River  where  the  Stream  runs  @  6  miles.  Do  you  believe 
this?  Genl.  Washington  has  seen  the  Boat  in  miniature  and  certifies 
that  it  has  exceeded  his  belief  8c  he  thinks  it  a  useful  discovery.  The 
Projector  is  getting  Laws  in  the  different  States  to  operate  as  a  Patent 
for  his  Discovery  for  10  Years.1 

You  will  soon  hear  many  Complaints  concerning  our  Western 
Country.  The  Spaniards  have  not  only  interdicted  the  Navigation  of 
the  Messissipi  but  they  seem  to  be  making  Incroachments  and  are 
doubtless  taking  Pains  to  exasperate  the  Indians,  to  the  great  Terror 
of  our  frontier  Inhabitants  8c  to  the  loss  of  some  Lives.  It  is  true  that 
the  Spaniards  had  subdued  two  or  three  British  Garisons  in  West 
Florida  8c  possess'd  the  lower  Part  of  that  Province  previous  to  the 
Peace.  Does  such  a  Tenure  give  a  good  Title  to  a  Country.  Such  Posi- 
tions are  dangerous;  they  have  been  objected  to  by  Spain  herself. 

There  is  a  diversity  of  Sentiments  respecting  the  probable  Effects  of 
those  strange  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Spain.  Doubtless  they  are 
pointed  with  an  evil  Eye  against  the  Prosperity  of  the  US,  but  I  think 
they  will  be  favourable  in  their  operations.  Should  the  Navigation  of 
the  Messissipi  continue  open  vast  Bodies  of  People  would  migrate 
thither  whose  mercantile  Connections  could  be  of  no  Use  to  the  old 
States.  In  Taxation  their  assistance  would  be  very  inefficient.  On  the 
contrary  let  the  Navigation  of  the  Messissipi  be  shut  up  and  the  Coun- 
try joining  our  present  settlements  will  be  first  improved  and  a 
durable  commercial  8c  civil  intercourse  established. 
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The  Business  I  suppose  will  cause  us  to  send  a  Minister  to  the  Court 
of  Spain.  From  the  strong  representations  that  have  lately  been  made 
by  Mr.  Lawrence  who  says  he  is  requested  {by  Doctor  Franklin  so  to 
do,  I  suppose  the  doctor  will  be)2  permitted  (to  return).  Should  that 
be  the  Case  I  hope  {you  will  be  his  successor  at  Versailles).  In  that  Case 
too  we  shall  have  much  {difficulty  in  determining  who  is  to  go  to  Lon- 
don). Perhaps  {Livingston,  Jay,  or  Adams.  I  think  the  last)  has  Preju- 
dices too  strong. 

We  have  lately  heard  strange  stories  concerning  a  certain  Doctor  in 
Paris  who  performed  some  thing  in  the  Cure  of  Diseases  like  inchant- 
ment.  Is  there  any  useful  discovery  made? 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  utmost  Regard,  Dr.  Sr,  Your  obedt 
Servt,  Hu  Williamson 

RC  (CSmH:HM5943). 

1  Through  the  offices  of  James  McMechen,  James  Rumsey  (1743-1792),  a  Virginia 
merchant-inventor,  submitted  to  Congress  on  December  8  a  proposal  for  constructing  a 
boat  of  10  ton  burden  capable  of  being  propelled  by  mechanical  power  (a  steam-pow- 
ered pump  venting  jets  of  water  through  the  stern)  upstream  on  the  Mississippi  and 
Ohio  rivers  at  the  rate  of  10  miles  per  hour  covering  a  distance  of  50  to  80  miles  a  day. 
If  successful.  Rumsey  requested  that  he  be  granted  30,000  acres  of  land  northwest  of 
the  Ohio  River.  Rumsey  had  already  demonstrated  a  model  of  his  invention  for  Ceorge 
Washington  and  obtained  a  September  7  testimonial  from  the  general  concerning  the 
"vast  importance"  of  such  an  accomplishment  "in  our  inland  navigation."  Moreover, 
both  Maryland  and  Virginia  were  on  the  verge  of  granting  Rumsey  exclusive  rights  for 
10  years  to  navigate  his  boats  on  their  waters.  Rumsey's  memorial  was  read  in  Congress 
December  8  and  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Williamson,  Egbert  Benson,  and 
William  Churchill  Houston.  The  committee  was  renewed  on  January  17,  with  Pierse 
Long  replacing  Benson  and  William  Samuel  Johnson  replacing  Houston,  but  did  not 
report  until  May  11  when  it  recommended  that  Rumsey  receive  the  proposed  land 
grant  provided  that  he  demonstrate  before  May  1,  1786,  that  his  craft,  carrying  10  tons 
and  aided  by  only  three  men,  could  move  up  the  Ohio  River  averaging  50  miles  a  day 
six  successive  days.  See  27:672n,  28:6n,  349-50;  PCC,  item  42,  3:135,  6:498-501,  item 
186,  fol.  171;  Jefferson,  Papers  (Boyd),  7:520,  592-93,  15:80-82n;  Washington,  Papers 
(Abbot),  Confederation  Series,  2:69;  and  DAB.  See  also  Williamson  to  Washington, 
February  19,  1785. 

2  Words  printed  in  braces  in  this  text  were  written  by  Williamson  in  cipher. 


Rufus  King  to  Daniel  Kilham 

Dear  Sir'  Trenton  12th  Deer.  1784. 

I  have  been  here  so  short  a  Time,  that  I  can  say  very  little  to  you 
upon  the  Subject  of  our  general  Affairs,  wait  a  little  Time  &  I  will 
give  you  a  general  State  of  them.  This  place  for  the  residence  of 
Congress  has  many  inconviniencies,  and  a  motion  was  a  few  days 
since  made  to  adjourn  to  Philadelphia,  but  passed  in  the  negative.2 
We  shall  however  adjourn  I  think  from  this  place,  either  to  the  city 
of  New  York  or  to  Philadelphia. 
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We  have  before  us  a  serious  remonstrance  from  the  Spanish  Agent 
against  our  navigating  the  River  Missisippi,  they  deny  the  right  under 
our  Treaty  with  the  Court  of  London,  and  say  that  any  american  vessel 
which  may  come  into  that  River  will  be  confiscated.3 

This  is  a  subject  that  alarms  die  Southern  States,  and  will  require  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  delicacy  and  firmness  to  be  conducted  with  safety. 

No  account  from  the  British  Court  favors  the  idea  of  a  cordial  amity 
towards  the  united  States,  and  the  detention  of  the  Posts  on  the  west- 
ern frontier  is  probably  under  positive  instruction. 

I  wish  very  often  to  be  with  you;  I  leave  in  your  Town  connections 
very  dear  and  valuable  to  me;  pray  write  me  every  thing  respecting 
your  self  and  other  friends,  which  you  think  I  may  desire  to  be  in- 
formed of.  I  inclose  you  a  Philadelphia  Gazette,  pray  direct  Mycall  to 
send  me  weekly  by  post  his  paper. ' 

With  esteem  &  friendship,  Your  R  King 

RC  (NNC:  King  Collection).  Addressed:  "Daniel  Kilham  Esqr.,  Newbnry-port,  Massachusetts." 
1  Dr.  Daniel  Kilham  (1753-1841),  an  apothecary  and  selectman  of  Newburyport, 
Mass.,  had  graduated  from  Harvard  College  with  King  in  1777.  Austin  D.  Kilham, 
comp.,  Notes  on  the  Descendants  of  Austin  and  Alice  Kilham  and  Related  Families  (Char- 
lottesville, Va.:  Bailey  Printing,  1970),  p.  K  7. 

-  This  December  10  motion,  "by  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  seconded  by  the  State  of 
Pensylvania,"  was  merely  for  Congress  "to  adjourn  from  their  present  residence,"  al- 
though had  it  passed  it  doubtless  would  have  been  followed  by  one  for  reconvening  in 
Philadelphia.  See/CC,  27:678,  680-81. 

3  See  Samuel  Hardy  to  Patrick  Henry,  December  5,  note  3. 

4  That  is,  the  Essex  Journal  and  the  Massachusetts  and  New-Hampshire  General  Advertiser 
published  by  John  Mycall  at  Newburyport. 


Robert  R.  Livingston  to  the 
Chevalier  de  La  Luzerne 

Dear  Sir,  Trentown  12th  Deer  1784 

The  unaccountable  negligence  of  a  Gent  to  whom  I  intrusted  a  Let- 
ter long  since  written  in  answer  to  your  favor  at  parting  has  prevented 
your  receiving  my  acknowledgments  &  my  regrets  on  a  subject  on 
which  it  would  be  too  painfull  for  me  to  toutch  did  I  not  know  that 
your  departure  from  us  restored  you  to  friends  8c  connections  that 
have  nearer  &  dearer  claims  upon  you.  Permit  me  to  offer  you  my 
congratulations  upon  your  safe  &  happy  arrival  among  them  without 
attempting  to  lessen  the  pleasure  it  affords  you  by  reminding  you  of 
the  sorrows  of  those  you  have  left  behind. 

We  are  now  at  Trentown  suffering  under  all  the  inconveniences  of 
cold  rooms,  hard  beds,  worse  fare  &  want  of  society  without  the  conso- 
lation of  knowing  when  these  evils  are  to  end  as  we  can  not  agree  on 
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the  place  to  which  our  next  flight  is  to  be.  My  philosophy  will  however 
bear  me  out  &  I  am  daily  preaching  to  our  luxurious  neighbour  that 
his  prusian  majesty  is  not  less  a  king  for  reposing  on  a  buckle  bed 
than  he  would  be  were  he  to  displace  his  boots  &  lie  on  down. 

Our  friend  Jay  will  to  my  very  great  satisfaction  accept  the  place  I 
have  quited1  so  that  order  8c  system  will  I  hope  be  again  restored  to 
our  foreign  department.  But  as  in  the  affairs  of  this  world  evil  treads 
close  upon  the  heels  of  good.  Our  finances  are  to  pass  from  bad  to 
worse  8c  Mr.  Morris  having  finally  resigned  they  are  consigned  over  to 
confusion  in  the  shape  of  a  Treasury  board — if  however  (which  I  much 
hope)  they  persue  his  arrangments  as  our  expenditures  are  very  spare 
they  may  be  placed  on  a  desirable  footing.  Knox  will  I  believe  be  Sec- 
retary at  War  and  many  great  arrangements  will  probably  take  place  in 
our  diplomatic  department. 

This  is  a  summary  of  our  general  politics.  In  giving  it  you  I  rather 
consider  my  own  satisfaction  than  yours  8c  while  I  wrote  to  you  of 
American  affairs  sooth  my  imagination  with  the  Idea  of  your  still  tak- 
ing an  interest  in  them.  This  indeed  is  a  return  you  owe  us  for  in 
every  situation  we  shall  take  an  interest  in  you — having  said  this  as  a 
member  of  the  community  permit  one  that  is  bound  to  you  by  ten- 
derer ties  to  assure  you  of  the  sincere  8c  affectionate  attachment  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Dr  Sir  yrs  &c 

FC  (NHi:  Livingston  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Robert  R.  Livingston. 
1  That  is,  as  secretary  for  foreign  affairs. 


John  Francis  Mercer  to  John  Fitzgerald 

Dear  Sir  Trenton  Deer.  1 2.  [  1 7]  84. 

On  my  arrival  here  I  found  your  favor  enclosing  Mr.  Grahams 
order.  There  is  a  considerable  difference  in  the  ballance  between  the 
Statement  I  shoud  make  &  his — but  must  take  his  untill  I  see  him.  I 
shoud  request  to  postpone  the  payment  untill  that  period  not  only  for 
the  above  reason — but  I  expect  on  a  particular  occasion  to  have  a 
pressing  call  for  what  money  I  coud  conveniently  raise.  I  shoud  there- 
fore hope  that  My  friend  Mr.  Graham  woud  not  insist  upon  the  imme- 
diate discharge  of  the  ballance  he  states  especially  as  he  charges  inter- 
est on  it — 8c  consists  in  6/.£  worth  of  Goods  which  might  be  bought 
now  for  10£  8c  he  has  reed.  Rye  at  2/  which  he  parts  with  at  6/.  I  am 
forced  to  try  to  sell  a  bill  on  you  to  raise  some  Money,  what  we  all 
stand  exceedingly  in  need  of  here.  If  you  have  not  as  much  of  mine  in 
your  hands,  I  expect  there  is  Tobacco  in  Alexandria  which  I  beg  you'd 
sell  for  this  purpose.  I  am  inform'd  that  Cane  sells  very  high  in 
Alexandria.  I  expect  I  have  near  400  Barrells  for  sale.  I  have  enclos'd  a 
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Note  to  Stewart  that  if  the  fact  corresponds  with  my  account — he  may 
send  it  to  you. 

I  am  Dr  Sir  with  real  esteem,  Yr.  very  hbl  serv. 

John  F  Mercer 

RC  (DLC:  Fitzgerald  Papers). 


John  Jay  to  John  Adams 

Dear  Sir  Trenton  13  Deer.  1784 

One  of  these  Days  I  shall  devote  a  Leisure  Hour  to  forming  a 
Cypher,  and  will  send  it  to  You  by  the  first  good  Conveyance  that  may 
afterwards  offer.  At  present  I  am  engaged  on  many  Committees,  so 
that  my  Attendance  on  them  and  on  Congress  keeps  me  fully  em- 
ployed. I  observe  with  Pleasure  that  in  this  Congress  there  appears  to 
be  good  Talents  8c  good  Dispositions.  None  of  their  more  important 
Measures  are  as  yet  matured,  but  I  flatter  myself  they  will  act  wisely. 

The  Marqs.  returns  well  satisfied ' — he  has  reed,  many  Marks  of  Re- 
spect, and  I  believe  very  sincere  ones.  I  think  his  Representations  will 
be  fair  and  honest;  and  I  wish  his  Court  may  never  recieve  any  advices 
respecting  us  but  of  that  Description.  I  find  that  the  Chevr.  de  la 
Luzern  stands  well  here,  and  is  esteemed — it  is  to  be  hoped  that  his 
Successor  may  be  a  man  who  will  think  it  his  Interest  as  well  as  his 
Duty  to  deserve  well  of  both  Countries. 

I  am  happy  that  the  interfering  Claims  of  Massachusets  and  N  York 
are  in  a  Way  to  be  settled — We  shall  then  coalesce,  and  be  more  and 
more  assimilated.  Your  Delegation  is  a  good  one. 

My  Compts.  to  your  Lady  &  Family.  Mr.  Laurens  is  gone  to  Carolina. 
Present  my  Respects  to  Mr.  Jefferson. 

I  am  Dear  Sir,  Your  afft.  &  obt.  Servt,  John  Jay. 

RC  (MHi:  Adams  Papers). 

1  That  is,  the  marquis  de  Lafayette,  for  whom  see  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Benjamin 
Franklin,  December  11,  1784. 


John  Jay  to  Benjamin  Franklin 

Dear  Sir:  Trenton,  13th  December,  1784. 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  is  so  obliging  as  to  take  charge  of  this  let- 
ter. He  has  seen  much  of  our  country  since  his  arrival,  and  having  had 
many  opportunities  of  knowing  our  true  situation,  will  be  able  to  give 
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you  full  information  on  the  subject.  I  think  he  is  (and  has  reason  to 
be)  convinced  that  the  attachment  of  America  to  him  has  not  been 
abated  by  the  peace,  and  that  we  are  now  as  little  disposed  to  break 
friendship  with  France  as  we  were  during  the  war.  This  is  a  most 
favourable  season  for  her  to  relax  the  severe  commercial  restrictions 
which  oppose  our  trade  to  her  islands.  Her  liberality  would  be  con- 
trasted to  British  ill-humour,  and  unavoidably  produce  correspondent 
impressions. 

The  present  Congress  promises  well.  There  are  many  respectable 
members  here.  Federal  ideas  seem  to  prevail  greatly  among  them, 
and,  I  may  add,  a  strong  disposition  to  conciliation  and  unanimity. 
Your  letter  on  the  subject  of  leave  to  return  is,  with  a  variety  of  foreign 
papers,  referred  to  a  committee.  They  have  as  yet  made  no  report, 
and,  therefore,  I  can  give  you  no  satisfactory  intelligence  on  that 
head.1  I  lately  saw  Mrs.  Bache  in  good  health  and  spirits  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  I  am  persuaded  no  less  anxious  for  your  return  than  you 
can  be.  Mrs.  Jay  and  our  little  family  are  at  Elizabethtown,  and  her  last 
letters  inform  me  they  were  all  well.  Be  pleased  to  make  my  compli- 
ments to  your  grandsons. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  Your  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

John  Jay. 

MS  not  found;  reprinted  from  Jay,  Correspondence  (Johnston),  3:136. 

1  Franklin's  request  to  return  to  America,  which  had  been  conveyed  to  Congress  by 
Henry  Laurens,  had  been  referred  to  a  committee  on  December  1,  which  reported  on 
December  23,  but  its  recommendation  to  accept  Franklin's  resignation  was  not  brought 
up  for  debate  until  January  21.  As  Congress  was  torn  over  making  a  decision  on  the 
shape  of  the  postwar  diplomatic  establishment  abroad,  acceptance  of  Franklin's  resig- 
nation was  held  hostage  to  agreement  on  how  to  fill  diplomatic  posts  at  London,  the 
Hague,  and  Madrid,  as  well  as  at  Paris,  and  not  until  March  7  was  a  resolution  adopted 
permitting  his  "return  to  America  as  soon  as  convenient."  See  JCC,  28:13-14,  122;  and 
PCC,  item  186,  fol.  167. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  William  Duer 

Sir,  Trenton  Decemr.  14th,  1784 

Your  letter  of  the  10th  Inst,  was  this  day  received  and  laid  before 
Congress — no  immediate  Order  was  taken  upon  it.  If  I  may  be  permit- 
ted a  conjecture,  I  would  suppose  that  the  enclosed  resolve  upon  the 
subject  of  your  letter  was  considered  as  the  sense  of  Congress  on  that 
point1 — should  this  not  correspond  with  your  idea,  you  will  please  to 
signify  your  opinion  upon  that  point  in  a  subsequent  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble 
servant,  Richard  Henry  Lee 
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LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  16). 

1  In  his  December  10  letter  to  Congress,  Duer  had  explained  thai  his  contract  for 
provisioning  (he  troops  at  West  Point  would  expire  at  the  end  of  December,  and  "As  it  is 
probable  (from  the  present  State  of  the  Finance  Department)  that  congress  may  not  be 
able  to  take  timely  Measures  for  Continuing  the  Supply,"  he  was  prepared  to  continue 
under  the  contract  through  January.  However,  because  the  commander  at  West  Point, 
Maj.  John  Doughty,  had  already  written  about  his  plight — explaining  that  there  were  no 
treasury  commissioners  or  war  office  officials  available  to  address  the  needs  of  the 
troops  at  West  Point — Congress  had  already  authorized  the  extension  of  Duer's  con- 
tract through  February,  by  terms  of  the  December  1 1  resolves  Lee  enclosed  with  this  let- 
ter. See  PCC,  item  78,  8:81-87,  97-100;  and  JCC,  27:681-82.  For  Duer's  continuing  ef- 
forts to  obtain  payment  for  rations  supplied  Continental  troops,  see  alsoytX',  28:79-81; 
and  PCC,  item  78,8:101-4. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Benjamin  Franklin 

Sir,  Trenton  Decemr.  14th  1784 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  a  resolve  of  Congress 
passed  this  Day,  the  arrival  of  which  in  due  season  to  prevent  the  sign- 
ing of  the  convention  alluded  to,  until  an  Opportunity  of  reconsider- 
ing it  in  full  Congress  may  be  had,  will  be  very  agreeable  to  that  Body.1 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  esteem  and  regard,  Sir,  Your 
Excellency's  Most  Obedient  Servant,  Richard  Henry  Lee2 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  16). 

1  Congress  had  resolved  that  "in  case  the  convention  proposed  for  regulating  and  as- 
certaining the  powers  and  privileges  of  consuls  should  not  be  already  signed,"  Franklin 
should  delay  the  signing  until  he  received  "further  instructions." 

In  his  February  8,  1785,  response  to  this  letter  Franklin  explained  that  this  resolve 
"came  too  late  to  suspend  signing  the  convention,  it  having  been  done  July  last,  and  a 
copy  sent  so  long  since  that  we  now  expected  the  ratification."  Diplomatic  Correspondence, 
1783-89,  1:393.  For  the  instructions  Congress  had  adopted  for  the  negotiation  of  a  con- 
sular convention  January  25,  1782,  and  the  convention  Franklin  and  Vergennes  had 
signed  July  29,  1784,  see  these  Letters,  18:303-4;  and  JCC,  22:46-54,  31:725-35.  See  also 
James  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  August  15,  1785,  note  4.  At  issue  was  the  suspicion 
that  the  convention  Franklin  had  negotiated  granted  excessive  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties to  French  consuls,  "incompatible  with  American  sovereignty,"  a  view  held  especially 
by  John  Jay  who  was  about  to  assume  the  office  of  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  which  he 
subsequently  used  to  prevent  its  ratification  and  to  force  the  negotiation  of  a  new  con- 
vention which  was  not  ultimately  ratified  until  1788. 

'-'  Lee  sent  this  letter  to  Franklin  under  cover  of  the  following  brief  letter  of  this  date 
to  the  marquis  de  Lafayette.  "In  the  name  of  Congress  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  be 
so  kind  as  to  deliver  the  enclosed  letter  to  the  Minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  your  Court,  as  soon  after  your  arrival  as  may  be  convenient."  PCC,  item  16, 
fols.  316-17. 

And  the  letter  to  Lafayette  was  sent  under  cover  of  the  following  note  to  "The  Post 
Master  at  New  York."  "I  am  directed  by  Congress  to  desire  that  you  will  immediately  on 
the  receipt  of  this,  yourself  deliver  the  enclosed  packet  to  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette 
who  is  now  in  New  York  with  design  to  sail  to-morrow.  The  business  requires  punctuality 
and  dispatch,  therefore  you  will  please  loose  no  time  in  delivering  the  packet."  Ibid., 
fol.  317. 
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James  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson 

Dear  Sir  Trenton  Deer.  14th.  1784. 

Upon  my  arrival  here  I  wrote  you  &  committed  my  letter  to  the  care 
of  the  secretary  of  Congress  who  said  he  wod.  transmit  it  thro  Mr. 
Morris.1  I  hope  you  have  reed.  it.  It  gives  you  a  concise  acct.  of  my  late 
rout  to  the  lakes  &ca,  as  well  as  some  observations  wh.  I  thought  wor- 
thy your  attention  in  the  formation  of  a  commercl.  treaty  with  {Great 
Britain}-'  respecting  {Canada}.  It  was  late  in  Novr.  before  we  form'd  a 
Congress  but  at  present  we  have  9  States  on  the  floor  with  a  member 
from  all  the  States  except  Maryld.  8c  in  a  few  days  we  expect  her  Dele- 
gation on.  From  N.H.  we  have  Mr.  Foster  agn,  B.3  hath  given  place  to 
some  other  gent,  whose  name  I  do  not  recollect.  From  Massachtts.  we 
have  Mr  Gerry,  Holton,  Patridge,  King,  8c  Goram  is  appointed  but 
hath  not  taken  his  seat.  Chancelor  Livingston,  Jay,  Benson  their  attor- 
ney genl.  &  a  Mr.  Lansing  from  N.  York;  from  R.I.  H.  and  E.  agn.4  A 
Mr.  Johnson  hath  taken  the  place  of  Sherman  &  Colo.  Cook  of 
Wadsworth  in  Connecticut.  Jersey  hath  the  same  members  with  Mr 
Houston  formerly  in  Congress.  Pensa.  hath  chang'd  her  members  8c 
with  others  appointed  Mr.  Reid,  the  late  President.  S.  Chase,  Small- 
wood,  Stone  8c  McHenry  are  I  hear  from  Maryld.5  This  is  a  re- 
spectable Congress  8c  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  they  have  hitherto 
acted  with  perfect  good  temper  &  propriety  not  only  in  the  manner  of 
conducting  the  business  but  of  a  mind  comprehensive  of  the  interests 
of  the  union  as  well  as  an  inclination  upon  the  most  genl.  and  liberal 
principles  to  promote  it.  I  really  promise  great  good  to  the  Union 
from  this  Congress.  Our  affrs.  with  {Spain}  and  {Britain}  are  before  us. 
They  are  referr'd  to  Committees  8c  I  flatter  myself  that,  the  necessary 
measures  will  be  effected  respecting  those  (two  courts}.6  I  mean  here: 
with  those  to  whom  they  are  committed  in  the  manag'mt.  with  each 
will  the  subseq[uen]t  success  depend.  You  know  how  difficult  it  is  to 
ascertain  this  latter  point.  It  seems  to  be  an  opinion  generally  given 
into  that  a  minister  shall  be  appointed  to  the  {Court  of  Britain};  that 
one  shall  also  be  appointed  to  take  the  place  of  {Franklin}.  Whom  the 
former  will  be  is  altogether  incertain  but  I  think  it  beyond  a  doubt 
{you}  will  be  the  latter.  It  is  also  probable  that  {you}  may  be  appointed 
to  negotiate  that  particular  business  with  {Spain}  but  this  is  only  prob- 
able. If  {Franklin}  hath  left  {France}  it  may  be  proper  {you}  should  not 
leave  the  {court}  in  case  of  that  appointment.  The  {French}  gentn. 
here  are  very  desirous  of  it.  Monsr.  La  Fayette  hath  been  reed,  with 
very  high  marks  of  attention  by  Congress;  they  appointed  a  grand 
Committee  to  receive  him  8c  give  him  the  thanks  of  Congress.  Con- 
gress have  also  wrote  a  letter  to  the  king  in  his  favor.7  Propositions  for 
the  arrangment  of  Commerce,  to  be  handed  to  the  states  requiring 
that  they  invest  Congress  with  the  power  of  levying  the  duties  upon 
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imports  &  exports  are  before  them.  I  think  recommendations  to  that 
effect  will  pass.  A  distinction  will  be  made  between  the  revenue  8c  the 
regulation;  the  former  unless  ceded  by  the  State  to  go  to  the  State.  As 
yet  we  have  heard  nothing  from  you  except  in  a  letter  from  on 
b[oar]d  ship  to  Mr  Hardy  on  the  Committee  of  the  States.  It  will  give 
us  pleasure  to  hear  from  you  as  well  for  the  information  you  will  give 
us  of  our  affrs.  abroad  and  what  we  shod,  do  here,  as  to  be  assurd  of 
your  health  8c  welfare.  The  Marquis  of  Fayette  will  know  every  thing 
which  I  have  not  mention'd  of  the  affrs.  of  the  Union  in  every  part 
wh.  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  my  detaining  you  longer  for  the 
present.  Short  hath  I  hope  join'd  you.  I  very  sincerely  hope  you  are  all 
well  8c  am  with  my  affectionate  wishes  that  you  may  remain  so  yr. 
friend  8c  servant,  Jas.  Monroe 

RC  (DLC: Jefferson  Papers). 

1  See  Monroe  to  Jefferson,  November  1,  1784. 

2  Words  printed  in  braces  in  this  text  were  written  by  Monroe  in  cipher. 
'  That  is,  Jonathan  Blanchard  who  was  succeeded  by  Pierse  Long. 

4  David  Howell  and  William  Ellery. 

5  See  Jacob  Read  to  Benjamin  Guerard,  November  20,  note  2. 

6  For  Monroe's  December  1  appointment  as  chairman  of  a  committee  to  consider  the 
Spanish  court's  refusal  to  recognize  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  navigate  the  Missis- 
sippi River,  see  Samuel  Hardy  to  Patrick  Henry,  December  5,  note  3.  The  following  day 
Monroe  made  a  motion  in  Congress  concerning  the  failure  of  Great  Britain  to  honor 
article  7  of  the  peace  treaty  respecting  the  northwest  posts  which  was  immediately  as- 
signed to  a  five  member  committee  chaired  by  Monroe.  The  committee  proposed  De- 
cember 3  that  a  representation  be  made  to  the  British  court  requiring  that  all  British 
troops  "be  withdrawn  from  every  post  and  place  within  the  territory  of  the  U.S.,"  but 
left  a  blank  in  their  report  for  the  future  assignment  of  a  person  to  make  that  represen- 
tation. On  December  9  another  committee  recommended  "that  a  Minister  be  ap- 
pointed ...  to  reside  constantly  at  the  Court  of  London" — a  proposal  that  Congress 
adopted  on  January  31,  electing  John  Adams  to  that  post  on  February  24.  In  the  mean- 
time, John  Jay,  as  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  reported  on  February  7  instructions  for 
the  minister  to  be  sent  to  London  that  pertained  to  possession  of  the  Northwest  posts, 
recovery  of  Negroes  transported  abroad,  British  restrictions  on  American  trade,  and  re- 
payment of  debts  to  British  merchants,  which  were  adopted  on  March  7.  See  JCC, 
27:657-58,  660-61,  675,  28:25,  45-46,  98,  123;  and  PCC,  item  186,  fol.  169. 

7  See  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  December  11. 


James  Monroe  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir  Trenton  Deer.  14.  1784. 

I  have  reed.  yr.  favor  of  the  27  of  Novr.1  in  answer  to  mine  of  the 
15th.  My  last  gave  you  the  state  of  the  representations  here.  The  busi- 
ness of  importance  is  still  before  committees  or  if  reported  not  yet 
acted  on.  It  seems  to  be  the  Genl.  sense  of  Congress  to  appoint  a  min- 
ister to  the  Ct.  of  London  &  to  give  him  instructions  upon  many  sub- 
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jects  &  particularly  those  wh.  arise  in  the  conduct  of  both  parties 
under  the  treaty,  but  whom  they  may  appoint  is  incertain,  indeed  I 
fear  that  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  vote  for  any  person  will  obstruct 
this  measure  for  a  length  of  time.  Franklin  hath  thro'  Mr.  Laurens  & 
the  Marquis  of  Fayatte  solicited  permission  to  return  home;2  this  will 
no  doubt  be  assented  to  as  soon  as  taken  up.  An  appointment  must 
therefore  be  made  in  his  place  to  that  ct.;  I  think  there  will  be  little 
difficulty  in  obtaining  it  for  Mr  Jefferson,  for  the  opinion  of  all  the 
members  seems  to  concur  in  the  propriety  of  it.  The  first  question  will 
be  whether  we  shall  or  not  add  other  ministers  to  those  in  office  & 
annex  them  to  the  cts.  of  London  &  Madrid,  or  depend  on  those  for 
the  manag'ment  of  all  our  business  in  Europe.3 

Connecticut  hath  I  hear  authoriz'd  Congress  to  carry  into  effect  the 
impost  with  the  assent  of  12  States  only.  She  hath  also  laid  a  duty  of  5 
pr.  centm.  upon  all  goods  imported  from  a  niegh 'boring  State.  This 
affects  R.  Island  very  sensibly.  The  question  must  soon  be  decided 
whether  this  State  will  accede  to  this  measure,  or  the  other  States  re- 
cede from  it  for  it  is  sd.  N.  York  &  Georgia  will  join  in  it.  Have  you 
been  able  to  carry  the  point  in  fav[or]  of  the  delivery  of  such  citizens 
as  may  be  guilty  of  the  offences  you  describe,  to  the  power,  in  whose 
territory  &  agnst,  whose  subjects  they  are  committed.4  This  is  certainly 
in  strict  conformity  to  the  laws  of  nations  but  I  believe  not  the  com- 
mon practice,  except  between  those  with  whom  particular  treaties 
stipulate  it.  With  us  it  will  be  beneficial  as  it  must  serve  not  only  politi- 
cal but  in  the  instance  of  the  Indians  (if  the  latter  are  comprehended 
in  it)  very  humane  purposes.  I  wish  the  same  regulation  cod.  take 
place  throughout  the  union  but  especially  on  the  frontier  next  the 
Brit  [is]  h.  But  how  are  you  to  ascertain  the  fact  or  what  evidence  wod. 
you  require  of  it?  Or  do  you  mean  it  shall  operate  without  the  concur- 
rence of  the  other  States?  I  expect  Mr  Jones  hath  left  Richmond  be- 
fore this  but  if  he  hath  not  be  so  kind  as  make  my  best  respects  to  him 
as  also  to  Mr  Stewart  &  believe  me  with  great  respect  &  esteem,  yr. 
friend  8c  servant,  Jas.  Monroe 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  See  Madison,  Papers  (Hutchinson),  8:156-58. 

2  See  John  Jay  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  December  13,  note. 

3  For  the  resolution  of  this  question,  see  Samuel  Hardy  to  Patrick  Henry,  December 
5,  note  3;  and  the  preceding  entry,  note  6. 

4  Madison  had  expressed  great  interest  in  a  bill  before  the  Virginia  assembly  for  extra- 
diting western  settlers  who  committed  crimes  within  Spanish  territory.  "It  has  been  pro- 
posed to  authorize  Congs.  whenever  a  satisfactory  proof  shall  be  given  to  them  by  a  for- 
eign power  of  such  a  crime  being  committed  by  our  Citizens  within  its  jurisdiction  as  by 
the  law  of  Nations  call  lor  Surrender  of  the  Offender,  &  the  for[e|ign  power  shall  actu- 
ally make  the  demand,  that  the  Executive  may  at  the  instance  of  Congs.  apprehend  & 
deliver  up  the  offender."  For  the  extradition  law  actually  passed  by  the  assembly,  see 
llening,  Statutes,  1 1:171-73. 
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Charles  Pinckney  to  Benjamin  Guerard 

Sir  Trenton  December  14th.  1784 

I  wrote  your  Excellency  on  the  22d  Ulto.  by  Captn.  Allibone  who 
sailed  about  the  beginning  of  this  Month  for  Charleston — in  this  I  in- 
formed you  we  had  made  a  house  &  elected  a  President.  Since  this  the 
delegates  from  the  different  states  have  been  constantly  coming  in,  so 
that  we  now  have  Ten  states  upon  the  floor,  &  a  Gentleman  from  each 
of  the  states  of  Connecticut  8c  New  Hampshire — the  Maryland  dele- 
gates are  expected  every  day,  so  that  I  think  we  shall  very  soon  have  a 
compleat  representation  of  the  Union.  There  perhaps  never  was  a  Pe- 
riod at  which  such  a  representation  was  more  necessary,  or  a  session 
in  which  more  essential  &  important  Questions  will  be  agitated.  Our 
commercial  arrangements  with  the  Court  of  London,  the  dispute  re- 
specting our  right  to  the  Navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  which  the 
Spaniards  are  determined  to  contend,  and  the  very  important  busi- 
ness of  the  Indian  Treaties  to  the  southward,  and  the  western  Terri- 
tory are  all  committed,  and  I  hope  we  shall  enter  upon  them  with 
Unanimity  8c  decision.  If  the  Spaniards  should  not  attend  to  the  re- 
monstrance we  shall  make  them  upon  the  subject  of  the  Mississippi 
Navigation,  it  is  not  improbable  the  inhabitants  bordering  on  that 
river  may  proceed  to  hostilities  with  each  other,  8c  that  it  may  not  be 
in  our  power  to  restrain  them.  This  added  to  the  reports  prevailing  of 
the  unfriendly  disposition  of  the  southern  Indians  will  dictate  to  the 
states  of  South  Carolina  &  Georgia  the  necessity  of  organizing  their 
Militia — the  one  to  keep  the  Indians  in  peace  until  we  shall  be  able  to 
form  Treaties  with  them  &  establish  a  permanent  confidence  between 
them  8c  our  inhabitants,  and  the  other  to  prevent  the  excursions  of 
the  refugees  &  other  banditti  from  Florida. 

Colo.  Laurens  having  returned  to  Charleston  &  Commodore  Gillon 
not  coming  on,  I  suppose  the  appointment  of  delegates  will  be  one  of 
the  first  Acts  of  our  new  Legislature.  If  they  should  think  proper  to 
honour  me  with  a  re-election,  I  shall  have  no  objection  to  remain  an- 
other Year,  or  as  long  as  they  please. 

I  should  suppose  it  will  be  necessary  our  Legislature  should  adopt 
the  recommendation  of  Congress  so  as  that  their  next  delegates 
should  be  only  elected  to  sit  till  November — then  the  delegates  again 
elected  will  be  able  to  take  their  seats  from  the  first  Monday  in 
November  agreeable  to  the  Confederation.1  I  would  also  mention  to 
your  Excellency  that  all  the  delegates  from  the  other  states  take  their 
seats  under  a  Commission  from  the  Governor,  with  the  great  seal  af- 
fixed, certifying  the  election  of  the  Legislature  &  the  Times  for  which 
they  are  to  remain. 

A  Motion  was  made  on  Thursday  to  adjourn  from  our  present  resi- 
dence. The  debate  lasted  three  days,  &  was  lost — so  that  we  shall  re- 
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main  in  Trenton  until  this  question  is  again  agitated  which  may  not  be 
for  some  time. 

I  must  request  You  to  present  my  best  respects  to  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  Council  &  remain,  with  great  respect  &  esteem,  Your  Excellency's 
Most  obedient  &  very  humble  servt. 

(signed)  Charles  Pinckney 

Tr  (ScCoAH:  Governor's  Messages). 

1  In  February  1785  the  South  Carolina  assembly  extended  to  November  of  that  year 
the  terms  of  the  delegates  elected  in  February  and  March  of  1784 — Pinckney,  John 
Bull,  and  Jacob  Read — and  added  John  Kean  and  David  Ramsay  to  the  delegation.  See 
JCC,  27:646-47,  28:87,  90,  183,  351-52,  392. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Patrick  Henry 

Dear  Sir:  Trenton  Dec.  18,  1784. 

We  are  placed  now,  I  think,  pretty  nearly  in  the  same  political  rela- 
tion under  which  our  former  correspondence  was  conducted;  if  it 
shall  prove  as  agreeable  to  you  to  revive  it,  as  you  were  then  pleased  to 
say  it  was  to  continue  it,  I  shall  be  happy  in  contributing  my  part.  The 
intelligence  from  hence  cannot  now  be  so  interesting  as  formerly,  be- 
cause important  events  can  be  expected  to  occur  but  seldom  in  these 
times.  It  is,  however,  not  unpleasant  to  know  how  things  are  going, 
and  likely  to  go,  in  the  world;  that  part  of  it  at  least  in  which  we  are  in 
any  manner  interested.  The  courts  of  Spain  and  London  do  not  seem 
to  be  upon  such  cordial  principles  with  the  United  States  as  we  might 
wish,  the  former  seeming  to  be  intent  upon  possessing,  with  a  strong 
hand,  the  exclusive  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  latter  has  ac- 
tually encroached  already  upon  our  peace  boundary  on  the  river  St. 
Croix,  and  they  detain  the  western  posts;  assigning,  for  reason,  that  we 
have  violated  the  peace  by  not  repealing  the  laws  that  impede  the  re- 
covery of  British  debts;  the  court  of  London  seems  also  willing  to  in- 
jure its  own  possessions  in  the  West  Indies,  rather  than  not  wound  our 
commerce  with  British  Isles.  Much  of  this  mischief  arises  from  the 
want  of  a  proper  understanding  of  each  other,  and  from  the  active  in- 
dustry and  acrimonious  misinformation  that  the  exiled  tories  and 
refugees  are  constantly  inculcating  and  asserting,  without  much  dan- 
ger of  contradiction  in  having  the  truth  fairly  displayed.  A  well  in- 
formed gentleman,  in  our  ministry  abroad,  therefore,  lately  wrote  us, 
that  we  could  much  better  have  dealt  with  these  people  among  our- 
selves, than  we  can  counteract  the  evils  now  resulting  from  their  con- 
duct abroad.1  This  temper  of  the  two  courts  will,  however,  produce 
the  necessity  of  sending  to  each  a  well  informed  minister  to  negotiate 
commencing  difficulties,  and  thereby  prevent  the  evils  of  renewed 
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war.  It  seems  yet  to  be  a  matter  of  much  doubt,  whether  the  imperial 
determination  to  open  the  long  closed  navigation  of  the  Scheldt,  and 
restoring  Antwerp  to  its  former  splendour  as  a  commercial  city,  will 
not  light  up  a  general  war  upon  the  continent  of  Europe.  I  hope  that 
our  dispute  with  Great  Britain  may  be  previously  settled.  Our  commis- 
sioners have  concluded  a  peace  with  the  six  nations,  and  are  now  on 
their  way  to  Cayahoga,  on  Lake  Erie,  to  meet  the  western  nations  and 
to  make  a  treaty  with  them  also.  I  present  you  the  compliments  of  the 
approaching  season  and  assure  you  that,  I  am  with  great  regard  and 
esteem,  Dear  Sir,  Your  Most  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 

Richard  Henry  Lee. 

MS  not  found;  reprinted  from  Henry,  Patrick  Henry,  3:247-48. 

1  In  a  letter  to  Congress  of  April  24  Henry  Laurens  had  observed  that  "If  all  the  peo- 
ple called  Loyalists  were  scattered  in  America  they  would  not  do  so  much  mischief  as 
they  do  here.  We  could  manage  them  best  at  home."  See  PCC,  item  89,  fol.  352;  and 
Wharton,  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  6:797. 


James  Monroe  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir  Trenton  Deer.  18th.  1784. 

Yours  of  the  4th  inst.  I  have  reed.1  Congress  are  now  closely  engag'd 
in  very  important  business.  Reports  upon  our  affairs  with  (Great 
Britain,  Spain}2  &  our  foreign  affrs.  in  general  have  been  presented  & 
alternately  acted  on.  To  adjust  the  points  of  {variance}  between  us  & 
the  former  {Court}  it  seems  to  be  the  general  opinion  that  a  {minister} 
shod,  be  sent  there,  that  it  would  tend  to  conciliate  the  disposition  of 
either  to  the  other,  effect  the  settlement  of  those  points  &  avert  the 
evils  wh.,  if  things  remain  long  in  their  present  state,  threaten  both 
parties,  that  it  is  more  honorable  to  both  that  they  shod,  be  adjusted 
in  one  of  our  capitals  8c  that  we  owe  that  respect  to  the  elder  party.  We 
have  had  no  official  communications  but  those  with  wh.  you  are  al- 
ready possess'd  on  the  subject.  {Dr.  Franklin}  hath  thro'  {Mr.  Laurens} 
&  {La  Fayette}  desir'd  permission  to  return  home  which  will  of  course 
be  granted.3  The  claim  of  {Spain}  to  the  exclusive  navigation  of  the 
Missisippi  &ca  had  been  presented  to  our  view  before  the  instructions 
from  {Virginia}  arriv'd,  in  a  note  from  {Mr.  Marbois}  covering  a  letter 
from  Rondon  with  the  extract  of  a  letter  from  Don  Galvez.4  {Mr.  Mar- 
bois} assures  us  of  the  pleasure  with  wh.  {the  King  of  France}  will  see 
measures  taken  to  co[n]solidate  &  maintain  a  good  understanding  be- 
tween {U.  States}  &  {Spain}  altho'  the  letter  &  the  extract  were  from 
people  unknown  to  us  still  the  manner  in  wh.  they  came  entitled  them 
to  our  attention.  I  mean  the  contents.  At  the  same  time  therefore  that 
it  was  thot.  necessary  to  make  a  polite  return  to  the  note  it  seem'd  to 
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be  generally  agreed  that  measures  shod,  be  taken  with  the  {Court  of 
Spain)  for  the  amicable  settlement  of  those  points;  and  that  a  (minis- 
ter) shod,  also  be  sent  there.  The  question  then  arose  how  shall  these 
several  negotiations  be  carried  on  8c  by  whom,  the  gentn.  now  in  of- 
fice or  shall  others  be  appointed.  (Laurens),  R.  R.  Livingston  &  all 
those  who  were  averse  to  new  appointments  (the  affrs.  with  (Spain) 
being  first  before  us)  were  for  evading  the  question  whether  new  ap- 
pointments shod,  or  not  take  place,  8c  appointing  (Mr.  Jefferson)  im- 
mediately to  the  (Court  of  Spain)  in  support  of  wh.  they  urg'd  the  par- 
ticular qualifications  of  (Mr.  Jefferson)  for  that  business.  The  object  of 
the  two  former  was  readily  perceiv'd.  The  two  (Courts)  of  (Great 
Britain)  8c  (France)  wod.  then  be  open.  The  first  is  I  believe  contented 
with  his  present  station,  the  salary  of  wh.  will  I  think  be  rais'd  &  some 
other  matters  so  settled  as  to  accommodate  him,  but  the  latter  wod. 
willingly  serve  the  (U.  States),  at  either  (of)  those  (Courts).  It  was  there- 
fore in  opposition  to  this  urg'd  that  for  the  more  permanent  interests 
of  the  (U.  States),  if  we  were  to  be  represented  only  at  two  (Courts)  it 
had  better  be  at  those  of  (France)  &  (Great  Britain)  than  any  others; 
that  the  (minister)  station'd  at  each  might  make  occasional  trips  else- 
where &  return,  that  in  the  magnitude  of  the  question  8c  the  urgency 
of  it  that  of  (Great  Britain)  was  the  first  object  before  us,  that  the  regu- 
lar way  was  to  take  up  the  whole  together;  first  give  (Dr.  Franklin)  per- 
mission to  return  &  in  respect  to  that  (Court)  supply  his  place,  that 
then  the  question  wod.  come  regularly  before  us,  shall  (Mr.  Jefferson) 
&  (Mr.  Adams)  transact  our  other  business  with  the  other  (Courts)  or 
shall  we  appoint  others,  that  those  who  were  averse  to  other  appoint- 
ments wod.  derive  advantage  from  bringing  it  on  in  this  manner,  for 
then  each  point  wod.  stand  fairly  on  its  own  ground  8c  be  determin'd 
by  its  ixpedience.  After  very  long  debate  it  was  carried  that  a  minister 
shall  be  appointed  8c  sent  to  the  (Court)  of  (Spain)  instructed  &ca. 
The  decision  of  the  house,  in  the  point  upon  wh.  it  turn'd  was,  that  he 
shod,  be  appointed  from  the  Continent,  but  those  in  office  are  not 
precluded  from  the  vote.  They  are  however  not  in  nomination.  R.  R. 
Livingston,  Govr.  Johnson  of  Maryd.,  )R.  H.  Lee)  8c  some  others  are. 
(R.  H.  Lee)  earnestly  advocated  the  appointment  of  (Mr.  Jefferson)  to 
the  (Court)  of  (Spain)  only  in  my  opinion  to  open  those  of  (Great 
Britain)  8c  (France)  to  himself  8c  friends  among  whom  are  R.  R.  Liv- 
ingston 8c  (Arthur  Lee).  He  reprehends  highly  the  opposition  the 
other  (Delegates)  made  to  it,  talks  of  the  superior  urgency  of  the  af- 
fairs of  (Spain)  to  us  &  ca.  (LaFayette)  8c  (Mr.  Marbois)  assur'd  me  that 
(Mr.  Jefferson)  had  been  well  reed,  in  the  (Court)  of  (France)  8c  that  it 
was  their  wish  he  shod,  succeed  (Dr.  Franklin).  (R.  H.  Lee)  hath  hith- 
erto given  all  the  opposition  in  his  power  to  this  appointment  8c  will 
continue  to  do  it  until]  opposition  will  be  vain  wh.  I  think  will  be  the 
case.  (Arthur  Lee)  is  in  the  nomination  for  the  Treasury  bd.  by  (Mr. 
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Gerry)  8c  {Mr.  Mercer)  by  a  delegate  from  Georgia.  In  a  late  ballot  Os- 
good had  6  votes,  (Mr.  Mercer},  5  votes  &  {Arthur  Lee)  two,  Virginia 
votes  for  {Mr.  Mercer)  8c  seem'd  inclin'd  to  suffer  {Arthur  Lee)  to  re- 
tire from  the  publick  service  in  the  opinion  it  will  be  advantageous  to 
the  publick.5  It  is  propose'd  to  recommend  it  to  the  States  to  invest 
Congress  with  the  power  to  regulate  the  commercial  intercourse  of 
the  States  with  other  powers,  without  wh.  it  is  thought  impracticable 
to  comply  with  our  ingagements  in  treaties  or  derive  any  advantage 
from  them  as  a  nation,  to  regulate  the  duties  upon  imports  &  exports, 
by  wh.  if  wise  regulations  are  adopted,  we  may  take  some  share  in  the 
carrying  trade  by  giving  priviledges  to  our  own  citizens  in  the  exporta- 
tion wh.  may  encourage  the  merchants  of  the  U.S.  to  employ  natives 
as  navigators  as  well  as  the  merchts  of  other  countries  to  take  in  part- 
nership those  of  the  States.  To  enable  us  further  to  act  in  concert  in 
the  measures  wh.  may  be  found  necessary  to  counteract  the  policy  of 
the  powers  with  whom  we  have  not  treaties  of  commerce:  propositions 
to  this  effect  are  before  a  committee.6  The  regulation  8c  revenue  are 
seperated  from  each  other,  the  latter  will  go  to  the  States  unless  con- 
ceded to  the  U.S.  for  particular  purposes  by  each  particular  State.  As  a 
citizen  8c  a  lawyer  I  am  pleas'd  with  the  regulation  taking  place  in  the 
judicial  department.  I  am  yrs  very  sincerely,  Jas.  Monroe 

P.S.  I  heartily  wish  we  had  a  better  cypher,  as  it  is  dangerous  to  trust 
those  subjects  upon  wh.  I  wish  most  confidentially  to  correspond  with 
you  thus  to  chance  8c  the  curiosity  of  vicious  or  idle  people.  In  this 
place  I  cannot  procure  a  scribe,  can  you  in  Richmond? 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  See  Madison,  Papers  (Hutchinson),  8:175-76. 

2  Words  printed  in  braces  in  this  text  were  written  by  Monroe  in  cipher. 

3  See  John  Jay  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  December  13,  note. 

4  See  Samuel  Hardy  to  Patrick  Henry,  December  5,  note  3. 

5  Despite  these  nominations,  Congress  could  not  reach  a  decision  on  the  makeup  of 
the  treasury  board  while  in  Trenton,  but  elected  John  Lewis  Gervais,  Samuel  Osgood, 
and  Walter  Livingston  on  January  25  after  reconvening  in  New  York.  Arthur  Lee  was 
eventually  named  on  July  27  after  Gervais  declined.  See  JCC,  27:649,  660,  665,  677-78, 
685,  698,  28:18,  232n,  29:582. 

6  Monroe's  December  6  motion  for  giving  Congress  "the  general  regulation  of  trade" 
was  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  John  Jay,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Monroe,  Richard 
Dobbs  Spaight,  and  William  Houstoun  which  was  renewed  January  24  with  Monroe  be- 
coming chairman  and  William  Samuel  Johnson  replacing  Jay.  The  committee  recom- 
mended on  February  16  a  fundamental  revision  of  article  9  of  the  Articles  of  Confeder- 
ation giving  Congress  "the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and  power.. .of  regulating  the  trade 
of  the  States,  as  well  with  foreign  Nations,  as  with  each  other,  and  of  laying  such  imposts 
and  duties  upon  imports  and  exports,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose."  On  March 
11  Congress  instructed  the  committee  "to  report  a  circular  letter  to  accompany  the  rec- 
ommendation proposed  in  the  report."  Both  the  report  and  the  letter  were  submitted 
on  March  28  when  they  were  ordered  printed.  See  JCC,  28:17n,  70n,  148n,  201-5, 
29:919;  and  PCC,  item  186,  fol.  170.  For  the  fate  of  the  committee's  report,  see  Monroe 
to  Thomas  Jefferson,  April  12,  1785,  note  4. 
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Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  to  Alexander  Martin 

Sir,  Trenton  18t  December  1784 

Your  Excellency's  Letter  to  the  delegation  of  the  27th  of  November, 
enclosing  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  repealing  the  act  ceding  to  the 
United  States  the  unlocated  Western  Lands,  was  handed  to  us  Tuesday 
last  by  Captain  Craddock,  together  with  a  letter  to  the  President  of 
Congress  on  the  same  subject,  which  was  laid  before  that  body.1 

I  observe  in  your  Excellency's  Letter  mention  is  made  of  the  Assem- 
bly's having  laid  a  tax  to  pay  their  quota  of  the  interest  of  the  foreign 
loan,2  but  no  notice  seems  to  have  been  taken  of  the  requisition  of 
Congress  of  the  26th  April  last,  for  the  payment  of  part  of  the  interest 
on  the  domestic  debt,  and  for  the  expences  of  the  Year  1784.  I  hope 
the  Legislature  have  not  passed  over  this  matter  in  silence.  It  is  cer- 
tainly time  that  we  should  begin  to  make  some  payments  into  the 
Continental  Treasury;  of  all  the  specie  requisitions  that  have  been 
made  by  Congress  we  have  not  complied  with  one,  even  in  part,  nor 
do  we  stand  credited  for  a  single  dollar. 

Nothing  can  be  done  at  present  respecting  the  appointment  of  a 
Commissioner  for  the  settlement  of  the  Continental  accounts  in  our 
state,  as  Mr.  Morris  the  financier  has  resigned.  That  department  is 
hereafter  to  be  entrusted  to  a  board  of  treasury  to  consist  of  three 
Commissioners,  Congress  have  several  times  balloted  for  them  btit 
have  not  yet  come  to  any  choice,  next  Tuesday  is  appointed  for  an- 
other trial,  but  I  don't  expect  we  shall  make  any  choice  until  there  are 
more  states  represented,  having  only  nine  states  present.  As  soon  as 
they  are  elected  we  shall  have  either  Mr.  Jackson  (according  to  your 
desire)  or  some  other  person  sent  on  to  settle  the  accounts. 

Since  my  last  Letter  to  Your  Excellency,  Congress  have  resolved  that 
it  is  necessary  to  send  a  Minister  to  the  Court  of  Spain,  and  a  day  is  as- 
signed for  his  election. 3  Indeed  our  affairs  with  the  Spaniards  respect- 
ing the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi,  &  their  claims  to  the  lands 
between  the  31°  &  32°  degrees  of  North  Latitude  demand  our  earliest 
attention,  and  I  am  only  afraid  much  time  will  be  lost  before  we  agree 
on  the  person  who  shall  be  sent.  The  conduct  of  great  Britain  also  de- 
mands our  most  serious  attention.  Congress  are  at  present  deliberat- 
ing on  the  measures  necessary  to  be  taken,  and  I  expect  a  Minister 
will  be  sent  to  that  Court.  That  nation  so  far  from  delivering  up  the 
Western  Posts  according  to  the  Treaty,  have,  by  the  last  accounts  from 
Canada,  reinforced  the  nearest  post  to  the  United  States,  And  again 
put  their  shipping  on  the  lakes  into  Commission,  and  for  that  purpose 
have  sent  back  the  sailors,  that  have  been  discharged,  and  were  pretty 
far  advanced  on  their  route  to  Quebec. 

This  conduct  of  Creat-Britain  seems  to  me  to  wear  a  very  hostile  ap- 
pearance, and  ought  to  put  us  on  our  guard.  By  having  a  Minister  at 
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that  Court,  we  can  be  more  readily  informed  of  their  intentions  re- 
specting us,  or  if  they  meditate  any  thing  against  us. 

From  the  European  intelligence  it  appears  that  hostilities  have  com- 
menced between  the  Dutch  and  the  Emperor,  at  least  they  have  done 
that  which  the  Emperor  declared  he  should  consider  as  a  declaration 
of  War;  that  is,  they  have  stopped  some  Vessels  bearing  the  imperial 
colours  from  going  up  the  Scheldt;  it  is  further  said,  that  they  have 
taken  the  Town  of  Sluys. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &rc,  Richd.  Dobbs  Spaight 

Tr  (Nc-Ar:  Governors'  Letterbooks). 

1  For  the  North  Carolina  assembly's  repeal  of  its  act  of  cession,  see  Hugh  Williamson 
to  Martin,  September  30,  1784,  note  3.  Martin's  November  26  letter  to  Richard  Henry 
Lee  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  act  of  repeal  was  laid  before  Congress  on  December  14.  A 
duplicate  copy  of  the  letter  in  PCC  is  dated  November  27.  See  JCC,  27:686n;  and  PCC, 
item  72,  fols.  173-92.  Both  Martin's  letter  to  Lee  and  his  letter  to  the  delegates  were  in- 
explicably printed  under  December  4  in  the  N.C.  Stale  Records,  17:1 10-12. 

For  Congress'  response  to  North  Carolina's  repeal,  see  Spaight  to  Richard  Caswell, 
June  5,  1785,  note  2. 

2  For  this  law  passed  in  the  April  session  of  the  assembly,  see  ibid.,  24:557-59. 

3  See  Samuel  Hardy  to  Patrick  Henry,  December  5,  note  3. 


Charles  Thomson  to  John  Dickinson 

Dear  Sir  22  Deer.  1784 

I  reed,  yours  of  the  20.  I  feel  for  our  Assembly.  I  am  afraid  they  have 
been  led  into  a  wrong  path  by  the  popular  arguments  used  to  secure 
their  election  and  by  the  artful  management  of  some  leading  mem- 
bers who  are  deeply  interested  and  who  are  utter  strangers  to  the  po- 
litical as  well  as  legal  maxim  that  it  is  better  to  suffer  a  private  injury 
than  a  public  inconvenience.1  I  wish  the  assembly  had  confined  them- 
selves to  a  strict  compliance  with  the  last  requisition  of  Congress  and 
provided  for  the  payment  of  one  years  interest  &  the  discharge  of 
those  notes  which  they  heretofore  issued  for  a  years  interest  on  a  for- 
mer requisition.  This  I  am  persuaded  would  have  extended  to  the  ut- 
most limits  of  their  present  ability.  If  however  they  find  their  finances 
in  so  flourishing  a  condition  and  are  of  opinion  that  justice  requires 
that  they  should  undertake  in  behalf  of  the  United  states  to  fund  the 
public  debt  &  provide  for  the  annual  &  punctual  discharge  of  the  in- 
terest, why  confine  that  justice  to  their  own  citizens?  I  grant  that  every 
state  by  its  fcederal  Act  is  jointly  and  severally  bound  to  the  public 
creditors  for  the  payment  of  principal  and  interest,  and  they  may  rest 
assured  that  if  they  thus  generously  provide  for  the  fulfilment  of  that 
obligation  to  their  own  citizens  there  is  another  class  of  creditors  I 
mean  those  in  foreign  nations  and  particularly  the  Dutch,  to  whom  a 
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very  large  sum  is  due,  who  will  find  means  to  compel  them  to  extend 
that  justice  &  generosity  to  them  by  reprisals  on  our  trade  &  possibly 
by  harsher  measures.  I  say  nothing  of  the  breach  in  our  fcederal  gov- 
ernment, this  appears  to  have  but  too  little  weight,  and  I  fear  much 
that  public  calamity  and  a  sad  experience  of  the  evils  that  will  result 
from  disunion  will  alone  convince  us  of  the  advantages  resulting  from 
a  fcederal  government  and  the  necessity  of  preserving  it.  I  am  pleased 
with  the  arguments  of  Council  except,  those  which  glance  at  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  holders  of  public  securities.  There  is  a  political  as 
well  as  moral  Justice.  If  the  latter  demands  of  government  a  discharge 
of  public  debts,  policy  likewise  requires  from  it  support  of  its  honor, 
its  dignity,  its  existence  and  for  the  preservation  of  public  credit  and 
internal  peace  and  harmony  that  there  be  no  distinction  made  be- 
tween the  holders  of  similar  evidences  of  the  debt.  Government  is  not 
accountable  for  the  inequalities  that  arise  among  its  citizens  by  their 
mutual  contracts  &  mercantile  transactions  or  dealings  nor  is  it  bound 
to  equalize  them,  except  where  the  fundamental  maxims  of  its  consti- 
tution requires  an  equal  division  of  landed  or  other  property.  Esau 
sold  his  birthright  for  a  mess  of  potage,  but  Jacob  inherited  the  cave 
of  Macphelan  &  the  field  adjoining,2  nor  do  we  find  that  Isaac  an- 
nuled  the  contract. 

The  Arguments  of  Council  are  in  my  opinion  conclusive  against  the 
law  for  appointing  additional  comrs.  to  settle  the  public  accounts.  The 
Assembly  may  be  assured  that  the  other  states  in  the  Union  will  not 
agree  to  be  bound  by  their  settlement,  I  am  persuaded  the  Assembly 
themselves  would  have  been  among  the  first  to  complain  had  the 
same  measure  been  taken  by  any  other  State. 

Time  will  not  admit  a  farther  Answer.  I  shall  endeavour  to  take  a 
copy  &  send  the  first  sheet  of  your  letter  back  by  this  conveyance,  if  I 
cannot  get  the  copy  compleated  before  the  stage  sets  out  I  shall  send 
it  by  tomorrow's  post.  I  am,  Sir,  Your  obedient  humble  Servt. 

Cha  Thomson3 

RC  (PPL:  Logan-Dickinson  Collection). 

1  December  20  letters  from  Dickinson  to  the  Pennsylvania  delegates  and  to  the  presi- 
dent of  Congress,  enclosing  Pennsylvania  resolutions  of  December  1  and  16  concerning 
"the  Claims  of  Individuals  of  this  Commonwealth  against  the  said  United  States,"  are  in 
Pa.  Archives,  1st  ser.  10:369-71;  and  PCC,  item  69,  2:479-86.  Distressed  at  the  slowness  of 
the  settlement  of  the  Continental  claims  of  many  Pennsylvanians,  the  Assembly  had  au- 
thorized the  appointment  of  two  additional  claims  commissioners  by  the  state  to  speed 
up  the  work,  although  under  Continental  regulations  such  commissioners  were  solely 
in  the  appointment  of  Congress  and  could  not  be  citizens  of  the  state  to  which  they 
were  assigned.  Dickinson  recognized  that  the  Assembly's  act  violated  such  regulations, 
and  consequently  (ailed  for  a  joint  conference  between  the  Assembly  and  Council  to 
address  the  impasse.  Pa.  Council  Minutes,  14:280.  The  following  day,  December  16,  the 
Assembly  resolved  simply  "to  request  the  United  States  .  .  .  lo  appoint  two  or  more  Com- 
missioners, in  addition  to  the  one  already  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  and 
properly  certifying  the  claims  of  citizens  of  this  State  against  the  United  States." 
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For  the  context  of  the  political  struggles  that  marked  ilus  session  of  the  Assembly, 
which  were  sharpened  by  the  recent  return  to  power  of  the  Constitutionalists,  see 
Robert  L.  Brunhouse,  The  Counter  Revolution  in  Pennsylvania,  1776-1790  (Harrisburg: 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission,  1942),  pp.  169-72. 

*  Cf.  Genesis,  49:29-30. 

'  A  transcript  of  the  following  letter  from  Thomson  to  the  portraitist  Robert  Edge 
Pine,  dated  "Trenton  16  Deer  1784,"  is  located  in  the  |ames  Duane  Papers,  NHi. 

"I  have  the  honor  of  introducing  you  to  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Duane  who  is  going 
to  Philadelphia  and  proposes  to  call  and  view  your  paintings. 

"He  was  one  of  the  Delegates  in  the  Congress  of  1 774,  was  one  of  those  who  were  pre- 
sent at  the  declaration  of  Independance,  attended  Congress  thro  all  the  difficulties  of 
the  war,  had  a  principal  part  in  forming  the  Confederation  of  the  Slates,  and  is  a  princi- 
pal Character  in  the  Revolution. 

"He  has  it  in  view  to  recommend  a  Subject  for  your  Genius." 


Elbridge  Gerry  to  James  Warren 

My  Dear  Sir,  Trenton,  Dec.  23,  1784. 

It  is  fortunate  that  we  arrived  here  as  we  did,1  for  otherwise  con- 
gress would  by  this  time  have  been  in  Philadelphia  and  the  treasury  in 
such  hands  as  you  and  I  could  not  approve. 

There  was  a  stronger  party  formed  against  us  than  I  remember  to 
have  seen,  but  I  think  it  will  subside  and  matters  be  in  good  train 
again.  We  have  carried  two  great  points  to-day  by  passing  an  ordi- 
nance, 1st.  to  appoint  three  commissioners  to  lay  out  a  district  on  the 
branch  of  either  side  of  the  Delaware,  within  eight  miles  of  this  place, 
to  purchase  the  soil  and  enter  into  contracts  for  erecting  suitable 
buildings.2 

2dly.  To  adjourn  to  New- York  and  reside  there  until  suitable  build- 
ings are  prepared.  This  I  consider  a  fortunate  affair  in  every  respect 
but  one.  It  is  so  disagreeable  to  our  worthy  secretary3  that  there  is  rea- 
son to  apprehend  he  will  resign  his  appointment. 

We  have  been  so  happy  also  as  to  remove  some  objections  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Jay  to  the  acceptance  of  his  office,  and  he  yesterday  took 
the  oaths  and  entered  on  the  business  of  his  department.4  A  report  is 
now  before  congress  for  arranging  the  war  office,  and  I  think  general 
Knox  will  be  appointed  secretary  of  war.  Be  assured  I  am  on  every  oc- 
casion, Your's  sincerely,  E.  Gerry.5 

MS  not  found;  reprinted  from  Austin,  Life  of  Gerry,  1:469-70. 

1  Gerry  and  Rufus  King  had  taken  their  seats  in  Congress  on  December  6.  JCC, 
27:661. 

'-'  See  JCC,  27:699-704. 

;1  That  is,  Charles  Thomson. 

4  John  Jay  took  the  oath  of  office  as  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  on  December  21  be- 
fore Justice  Isaac  Smith  of  the  New  Jersey  Supreme  Court  (Red  Book,  9:86,  MdAA),  and 
on  the  22d  sent  the  following  official  dispatch,  his  first,  to  the  French  charge  d'affaires 
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the  marquis  de  Barbe-Marbois.  "Having  accepted  the  place  of  Secretary  for  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, it  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  Congress  will  adjourn  to-morrow  to  meet  at 
the  City  of  New  York  on  Tuesday,  the  11th  day  of  January  next."  Diplomatic  Correspon- 
dence, 1783-89,  1:105. 

5  Gerry  also  wrote  the  following  brief  letter  to  Timothy  Pickering  on  December  21. 

"My  Friend  Mr  King  is  in  Want  of  such  a  Stove  as  You  intend  to  purchase  for  me;  will 
You  be  so  kind  as  to  procure  it  &  forward  it  with  mine  to  Thomas  Russel  Esqr  of  Boston, 
paying  the  Freight  of  both  at  Philadelphia?  When  these  &  the  Chairs  are  procured, 
should  I  fall  in  Debt  please  to  draw  on  me  &  your  Drafts  shall  be  immediately  paid. 
They  shall  also  be  honored  for  any  Sums  wanted  to  carry  on  the  Suit  or  to  procure  the 
Servant  for  Mr  Gray." 


Massachusetts  Agents'  Proposal 

Last  proposition  made  by  Massac.  23d  Deer  17841 

{1  2  345  67  8910  11  12  13  14  15  16) 
1 
3-2 
5-4 
7-6 
{kjhgfedcba)  9-8  a  b  c  d  e  f  g  (hj  k) 

That  if  Either  of  2  4  6  8  should  decline  accepting,  their  place 
should  be  filled  by  a  nomination  out  ofabedefg  (hj  k)  by  the  State 
of  New  York. 

If  3  4  5  7  or  9  Should  refuse  their  places  to  be  filled  by  nomination 
out  of  the  same  by  Massachusetts. 

The  notice  to  be  given  and  if  no  answer  shall  be  receivd  by  the  first 
of  March  the  place  to  be  filled  as  if  they  had  refused. 

List  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  made  by  Mr  Jay  and  Mr 
Lowell. 

1 
3-2 
5-4 
7-6 

9-8  the  persons  agreed  on 
If  2  3  4  6  or  8  should  decline  their  places  to  be  supplied  by  Nomina- 
tion by  New  York  from  10  1 1  12  13  14  15  or  16. 

If  3  5  7  or  9  refuse  then  their  places  to  be  supplied  out  of  the  same 
by  Massachusetts. 

The  Judge  who  does  not  give  an  answer  by  the  first  of  March  to  be 
considered  as  refusing. 

That  Copies  of  Records  certified  by  New  York  and  compared  with 
the  original  by  Such  person  as  the  Massachusetts  Shall  appoint  may  be 
r[e]ceived  in  Evidence  without  any  objection  arising  on  Account  of 
not  producing  the  Originals. 
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And  so  Vice  Versa  with  regard  to  Massachusetts. 

That  the  Caption  of  Depositions  shall  be  deemed  formal  without 
any  Commission  being  issued  by  the  Court  for  taking  them  pro- 
vided Days  notice  is  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  adverse 
State  for  the  attendance  of  a  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the 
State  notified. 

MS  (NHi:  Duane  Papers).  In  an  unidentified  hand  and  endorsed  by  James  Duane:  "Last 
proposition  made  by  Massa.  23d  Deer  1784." 

1  For  the  context  of  the  submission  of  this  "proposition,"  during  the  process  of  select- 
ing judges  for  setding  the  western  claims  controversy  between  Massachusetts  and  New 
York,  see  New  York  Agents' Journal,  December  4-9,  notes  5  and  6.  The  numbers  and  let- 
ters employed  in  this  cryptic  document  correspond  to  the  names  on  the  lists  previously 
exchanged  by  the  agents  of  the  two  states.  See  also  the  following  entry. 


New  York  Agents'  Proposal 

Last  proposition  on  the  part  of  New  York  23d  Deer  1784. l 


Harrison 

Patterson 

(VanDyck)       \ 

elected 

Reade 

Rutledge        J 

elected 

by 

Johnson 

Wythe            I 

by 

NY 

{Hooper) 

( Gibbons)          1 

Mass. 

Smith 

Grayson         I 
Monroe         / 

Beatty 
Nic  Van  Dyck 
{Monroe) 
Abner   Nash 

Arthur    Middleton      )        remain  to  supply  vacancies  in 
Gibbons         |         Cases  of  refusal 
Houston 
{Smith) 
William  Hooper 

Agreed  to  propose  that  each  party  elect  four  besides  Mr  Harri- 
son, And  that  those  nine  or  any  five  who  shall  attend  form  the  Court. 
That  we  will  exchange  lists  when  they  please  and  that  this  aproval  shall 
be  final. 

MS  (NHi:  Duane  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  James  Duane. 

1  For  the  context  and  interpretation  of  this  document,  see  the  preceding  entry,  and 
note. 
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Richard  Henry  Lee  to  the  States 

Sir,  Circular,  Trenton  Decemr.  24th  1784 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  an  Ordinance  of 

Congress  passed  yesterday  for  fixing  the  permanent  and  temporary 

residence  of  that  body.1 

With  sentiments  of  great  regard  and  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient  Servant, 

Richard  Henry  Lee 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  16).  Endorsed:  "In  the  letters  for  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut, 
Delaware,  Maryland  &  Georgia,  the  following  was  added.  I  am  desired  by  Congress  to 
request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  urge  the  Delegates  from  your  State  to  repair  to  Con- 
gress as  speedily  as  possible,  to  the  end  that  the  very  important  business  now  under  con- 
sideration may  receive  the  fullest,  earliest  and  most  mature  deliberation." 

1  For  this  December  23d  ordinance,  authorizing  the  appointment  of  three  commis- 
sioners for  laying  out  a  new  federal  town,  "on  the  banks  of  either  side  of  the  Delaware, 
not  more  than  eight  miles  above  or  below  the  lower  falls  thereof,"  and  announcing  that 
Congress  would  adjourn  on  the  24th  "to  meet  at  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  eleventh 
Day  of  January,"  seeJCC,  27:699-704. 


Elbridge  Gerry  to  Arthur  Lee 

My  dear  sir,  Trenton  25th  Deer  1 784 

I  arrived  here  the  6th  8c  soon  after  reed  your  agreable  Favour  of 
Novr  15th — by  the  Appearance  of  the  Cover,  it  had  been  opened,  but 
if  We  have  any  political  Secrets,  they  were  not  committed  to  this  Let- 
ter. I  am  much  obliged  to  You  for  your  Communications  respecting 
Indian  Affairs;  shall  I  be  indulged  in  enquiring  when  your  Negotia- 
tions will  be  finished,  &  how  soon  after  may  We  expect  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  You  at  N  York? '  This  is  the  place  on  which  Congress  have  fixed 
for  their  temporary  Residence,  untill  their  fcederal  Town  shall  be 
ready  to  receive  them.  It  is  ordained  by  Congress  that  three  Commis- 
sioners shall  be  appointed  to  lay  out  a  District  in  the  Neighbourhood 
of  this  place,  erect  all  the  Build  [in]gs,  for  the  Use  of  Congress,  except 
Houses  for  the  respective  Delegates,  draw  on  the  Treasury  for  a  Sum 
not  exceedg  100,000  Dollars  &c  &c  &c.  Mr.  fay  accepts  his  Appoint- 
ment &  has  taken  the  oath  of  Office.  The  Commrs  of  the  Treasury 
first  appointed  have  all  declined,  &  You  are  in  Nomination  for  the  Of- 
fice. Mr  Russel  of  Boston  desired  me  to  inform  You,  that  he  should 
with  great  pleasure  have  attended  to  your  landed  Concerns  in  the 
province  of  Main,2  but  the  Business  is  such  as  he  is  entirely  unac- 
quainted with,  8c  he  therefore  wishes  You  would  commit  it  to  some  of 
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your  Friends  who  are  better  able  to  promote  your  Interest.  Will  You 
be  so  kind  as  to  inform  Mr  Wythe,  who  is  appointed  one  of  the  Judges 
in  the  New  York  8c  Massachusetts  Dispute  respectg  Territory,  that  it 
will  be  a  great  Disapointment  to  the  parties,  if  he  or  the  other  Gentle- 
men, in  whom  the  Agents  of  both  States  have  united  should  refuse  to 
accept,  as  the  Matter  is  important  in  its  Nature,  &  requires  Adepts  in 
the  Law  to  determine  it.  You  know  that  in  behalf  of  Massachusetts  We 
desire  nothing  but  [a]  candid  hearing  &  Decision,  &:  I  wish  You  would 
use  your  Influence  to  obtain  Mr  Wythe's  answer  in  the  affirmative — 
the  Members  are  Mr  Smith  &  Mr  Patterson  of  this  State,  Mr  Reed  of 
Delaware,  Governor  Johnson  &  Judge  Harrison  of  Maryland,  Messrs 
Wythe,  Grason  &  Monroe  of  Virginia  &  Governor  Rutledge  of  So  Car- 
olina.3 You  know  my  Wishes  that  You  might  be  one  of  this  Court,  but 
in  Matters  of  this  Kind  We  are  often  disapointed  in  our  preferences. 
Adieu  my  dear  sir  &  be  assured  I  am  yours  sincerely, 

E  Gerry 

RS.  I  wrote  You  from  Boston,  did  You  receive  the  Letter?  Nothing 
done  yet  respectg  Your  Salary. 

RC  (InU-Li:  Signers  of  the  Declaration  Collection). 

1  For  the  recent  negotiation  of  the  treaty  with  the  Indians  at  Fort  Stanwix  by  commis- 
sioners Richard  Butler,  Oliver  Wolcott,  and  Lee,  see  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  James  Madi- 
son, November  20,  note  1. 

2  For  Lee's  land  interests  in  Massachusetts,  see  these  Letters,  18:442n.2. 

3  For  the  selection  of  judges  to  hear  the  claim  of  Massachusetts  to  lands  in  New 
York — Isaac  Smith  and  William  Paterson  of  New  Jersey,  George  Read,  Thomas  Johnson, 
Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  George  Wythe,  William  Grayson,  James  Monroe,  and  John 
Rutledge,  see/CC,  27:709-10. 


Samuel  Holten  to  John  Hancock 

Sir.  Trenton,  25th  December,  1784. 

I  have  the  honor  of  informing  your  Excely.,  that  yesterday  the  agents 
of  Massts.  &  N.  York,  agreed  upon  the  men  to  constitute  a  fcederal 
Court,  to  setde  the  dispute  between  the  two  states,  viz,  Honorable  John 
Rutledge  esquire,  S.C.,  Honl.  Messrs.  Wythe,  Graison,  &  Monroe, 
Virga.,  Honorable  Messrs.  Harrisson,  &  Johnson,  Maryland,  Honl.  Mr. 
Read,  Delaware,  Honl.  Messrs.  Smith,  &  Patterson,  New  Jersey.1 

I  would  also  acquaint  you,  that  Congress  adjourned  yesterday  to  the 
11th  ofjanuy.  next,  then  to  meet  at  the  City  of  N.  York;  8c  previous  to 
their  adjournment,  they  determined  to  have  a  fcederal  town  &  build- 
ings erected  near  the  R.  Delaware,  within  the  distance  of  16  miles,  ei- 
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ther  on  the  side  of  Pennsa.  or  N.Jersey,  not  far  from  this  place,  &  ap- 
propriated 100,000  dollars  for  that  purpose,2  but  how  the  money  is  to 
be  procured,  I  am  not  able  to  say. 

I  have,  with  perfect  consideration,  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient  Servant,  S.  Holten 

RC  (M-Ar:  Revolutionary  War  Letters). 
'  See/CC,  27:709-10. 
-' See /CC,  27:696,  710. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Daniel  Van  Voorhis 

Sir,  Trenton,  25th.  December,  1784. 

Congress  having  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  City  of  New  York  on  the 
11th  day  of  January  next,  and  as  I  expect  to  be  in  New  York  in  a  few 
days,  it  would  be  agreeable  to  me  to  board  with  you,  if  you  can  accom- 
modate me  much  in  the  same  manner  you  did  at  Princeton,1  but  if 
you  have  not  house  room,  or  do  not  incline  to  board  me,  please  to  be 
so  kind  as  to  think  of  some  convenient  place  &  I  will  call  on  you,  upon 
my  coming  to  the  City;2  the  Honl.  Mr  Partridge  a  Colleague  of  mine, 
wants  to  be  accommodated  much  in  the  same  manner  as  myself;  And 
I  am  desired  by  the  honl.  Mr  Ellery  &  Mr.  Howell  that  you  would  con- 
sider of  some  suitable  place  for  them  to  board,  &  if  we  could  live  near 
together  it  would  be  most  agreeable;  However,  I  do  not  desire  you  to 
engage  any  lodgings  for  us  before  we  arrive  &  see  the  places,  so  as  that 
we  should  be  obliged  to  take  them. 

Please  to  make  my  kind  respects  to  Mrs.  Voorhis. 

I  remain  with  great  esteem,  your  most  obedient 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  Van  Voorhis,  who  had  left  New  York  City  after  its  occupation  by  the  British  in  1776, 
was  one  of  the  residents  of  Princeton  who  had  attempted  in  October  1783  to  convince 
Congress  that  adequate  housing  was  available  for  the  delegates  if  Congress  decided  to 
remain  there  for  the  winter.  PCC,  item  46,  fols.  123-24.  He  apparently  returned  to  New 
York  after  the  British  evacuation  and  in  the  New  York  Directory  for  1786  (1786;  reprint 
ed.,  Trow  City  Directory  Co.,  1889),  was  listed  as  a  silversmith  located  at  27  Hanover 
Square.  In  October  1786  he  petitioned  for  appointment  to  the  post  of  master  coiner  of 
the  mint  Congress  had  recently  resolved  to  establish.  SeeJCC,  31:876-78,  910;  and  PCC, 
item  42,8:101. 

2  Holten  remained  in  Trenton  nearly  two  weeks  longer,  writing  to  James  Sullivan  on 
January  3d  that  he  expected  to  leave  Trenton  "on  Wednesday  next  [the  5th]."  Holten 
Papers,  DLC. 
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Richard  Henry  Lee  to  George  Washington 

Dear  Sir,  Trenton  December  26th.  1784 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  obliging  letter,  of  the  14th  instant,1 
seven  days  after  its  date;  and  I  thank  you  Sir  for  its  friendly  contents 
and  sensible  communications.  Your  ideas  concerning  the  western  coun- 
try are  wise  and  just.  They  will  certainly  have  great  weight  when  that 
business  shall  be  discussed  in  Congress:  and  that  will  probably  be  the 
case  soon  after  we  know  the  success  of  our  commissioners  at  Cayahoga. 

Much  time  hath  been  taken  up  in  debate  upon  the  permanent  and 
temporary  residence  of  Congress,  and  finally  it  is  determined  that  the 
former  shall  be  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  not  exceeding  eight 
miles  above  or  below  this  place,  and  on  either  side  of  the  river  that 
may  be  fixt  upon  by  commissioners  to  be  appointed  for  the  purpose 
of  superintending  the  fcederal  buildings.  New  York  is  to  be  the 
temporary  residence,  and  Congress  stands  now  adjourned  to  meet  in 
that  City  on  the  11th  of  January  next — when  I  hope  that  we  shall  dili- 
gently put  forward  the  public  business.  Spain  seems  determined  to 
possess  the  exclusive  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  which,  with  the 
bickerings  that  appear  already  on  that  quarter,  will  oblige  Congress 
to  send  an  able  Minister  to  Madrid.  And  one  also  to  the  Court  of 
London,  that  we  may,  if  possible,  negotiate  commencing  differences, 
before  they  have  proceeded  too  far.  The  western  Posts  are  with-held, 
and  an  encroachment  already  made  on  our  north-eastern  boundary. 
An  ambiguity  in  the  Treaty  arising  from  there  being  two  rivers  named 
St.  Croix  that  empty  into  Passamaquady  Bay  has  encouraged  the 
British  to  settle  the  country  between  them — thus  determining  in 
their  own  favor  the  right  to  an  extensive  and  valuable  country.  The 
fact  is,  that  the  eastermost  of  these  rivers  is  the  true  St.  Croix,  the 
same  name  having  been  of  late  date  only,  applied  to  the  westermost 
of  these  waters.  The  very  unfriendly  commercial  principles  enter- 
tained by  the  B.  Ministry  and  the  disputes  concerning  debts  and  re- 
moved Negroes,  are  points  of  consequence  also;  which  together  form 
a  field  for  able  and  ample  negotiation. 

The  Marquis  Fayette  had  embarked  for  Europe  before  the  letter  for 
him  that  you  enclosed  came  to  my  hands.2  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
your  pleasure  concerning  it — whether  I  am  to  send  it  on  to  France 
after  him,  or  return  it  to  you? 

My  respectful  compliments  attend  your  Lady,  and  wishing  you  and 
her  the  compliments  of  the  season,  I  am,  with  very  great  esteem  and 
regard,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Richard  Henry  Lee 

RC  (DLC:  Washington  Papers). 

1  See  Washington,  Papers  (Ahbot),  Confederation  Series,  2:181-83. 

-  For  Washington's  December  8  letter  to  the  marquis  de  Lafayette,  see  ibid.,  pp.  175-76. 
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Richard  Henry  Lee  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir,  Trenton  Deer.  27.  1784 

Your  favor  of  the  1 1th1  reached  me  ten  days  after  its  date  and  after 
the  post  had  gone  out  for  that  week,  so  that  I  fear  this  letter  will  not 
get  to  Richmd.  before  the  adjournment.  The  proceedings  of  last  As- 
sembly respecting  B.  debts  have  not  yet  been  before  Congress,  be- 
cause they  have  not  arrived  at  this  place.  It  seems  that  they  were  de- 
posited in  Mr.  Hardys  Trunk  which  a  variey  of  accidents  have 
prevented  him  from  getting  brought  here  before  the  adjournment 
of  Congress,  which  took  place  on  the  24th.2  They  have  determined 
to  make  New  York  the  place  of  their  temporary  residence,  &  the  per- 
manent one  is  to  be  on  the  banks  of  Delaware  within  8  miles  of  this 
place,  where  the  fcederal  buildings  are  to  be  erected  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. The  new  Congress  meets  on  the  first  Monday  in  Novr.  annually. 
Now  it  is  plain  that  since  the  meeting  of  our  Assembly  is  not  until 
late  in  October,  and  as  they  seldom  convene  until  long  after  the  stip- 
ulated time,  there  is  no  probability  of  Virginia  being  represented  for 
a  considerable  time  after  the  fcederal  time  appointed.3  North  Car- 
olina [is]  in  the  same  situation,  and  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  has 
already  sent  forward  her  choice  of  Delegates  for  1786  to  take  their 
seats  on  the  2d  Monday  in  Novr.  1785.4  The  Confederation  says,  to 
meet  on  the  1st  Monday,  yet  the  Credentials  of  most  States,  &  ours 
among  the  number,  has  it  From  the  1st  Monday,  which  inaccuracy 
has  caused  some  debates  in  Congress,  and  is  fitted  to  exclude  Mem- 
bers for  one  day,  and  thereby,  in  some  instances  may  be  productive 
of  inconvenience — this  should  be  alter'd  in  our  next  form.  I  think 
that  the  Assize  law  will  improve  much  the  dispensation  of  Justice  in 
our  Country,  a  thing  devoutly  to  be  wished.  I  am  very  apprehensive 
that  a  war  with  the  Southern  Indians  will  take  place.  Land  Specula- 
tors, 8c  Spanish  jealousy  will  probably  force  it  on,  before  our  treaty 
with  them  can  take  place.  We  have  such  momentous  concerns  with 
the  two  courts  of  Madrid  8c  London,  that  we  shall  be  obliged  to  send 
special  Ministers  to  each  of  them,  or  else  a  war  may  be  the  conse- 
quence of  neglect.  Mr.  Madison  has  been  nominated  for  Spain,5  and 
is  much  approved  by  the  Southern  States.  The  conversation  con- 
cerning a  Continental  Convention  has  ceased  for  some  time,  so  that 
perhaps  it  may  not  be  revived  again.  The  pointed  manner  in  which 
Spain  insists  upon  the  exclusive  navigation  of  Mississippi  renders  it 
of  more  important  consequence  to  explore  &  improve  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  waters  running  thro  our  States.  In  a  few  days  I  proceed 
for  N.  York,  having  given  a  little  time  for  fitting  a  Presidents  House 
there.  The  Members  of  Congress,  except  two  or  3,  are  already  de- 
parted for  N.  York  8c  Philadelphia. 
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RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers).  In  Lee's  hand;  complimentary  closing  and  signature 
clipped. 

>  See  Madison,  Papers  (Hutchinson),  8:  180-81. 

2  The  June  22  resolves  of  the  Virginia  assembly  "respecting  B.  debts"  may  have  been 
received  by  the  Virginia  delegates  in  early  July,  for  which  see  Samuel  I  lardy  to  Benjamin 
Harrison,  July  2,  1784.  The  assembly  sought  a  remonstrance  to  the  British  court  con- 
cerning the  removal  from  New  York  of  slaves  taken  during  the  war  by  British  troops — a 
violation  of  the  7th  article  of  the  peace  treaty.  The  assembly  also  informed  the  delegates 
that  until  proper  reparations  were  made,  it  would  not  repeal  wartime  measures  inhibit- 
ing the  recovery  of  British  debt — a  clear  infringement  of  the  4th  article  of  the  treaty.  It 
is  not  known  when  these  instructions  may  have  been  presented  to  Congress,  but  they 
appeared  on  the  journals  as  part  of  John  Jay's  report  of  October  13,  1786,  on  noncom- 
pliance with  the  treaty  of  peace.  SeeJCC,  31:825-27;  and  Madison,  Papers  (Hutchinson), 
8:203n.l. 

3  See  Lee  to  Madison,  November  26,  note  2. 

4  These  credentials  were  apparendy  lost,  however,  and  a  new  commission  issued  by 
Governor  Caswell  was  retrospectively  entered  on  the  journals  Mav  3,  1786.  See  JCC, 
30:229-30. 

5  Lee  mistakenly  wrote  Madison's  name  for  "Mr.  Jefferson." 


Lambert  Cadwalader  to  George  Mitchell 

Trenton  Deer  28.  1 784.  Requests  "a  Copy  of  Stacey  Potts  Note  &  Acot" 
and  reports  details  concerning  a  number  of  other  accounts  he  is  at- 
tempting to  settle. 

"I  shall  go  to  N  York  on  Friday  week  to  attend  Congress  who  have 
adjourned  thither,  to  meet  1 1  Jany.  They  have  passed  an  Ordinance 
that  permanent  Residence  of  Congress  shall  be  within  eight  Miles  of 
the  lower  Falls  of  Delaware,  either  above  or  below  as  the  Commission- 
ers to  be  appointed  by  them  shall  determine  so  that  we  shall  have 
them  in  this  Neighbourhood  some  Time  hence.  They  have  appropri- 
ated 100,000  Dllrs  wh[ich]  they  have  in  ready  Cash  to  begin  the  Build- 
ings &c.  In  the  mean  Time  they  are  to  remain  at  N  York. .  . . 

"If  your  State1  &  Maryland  had  been  represented  in  Congress  on 
the  Occasion  of  the  late  important  votes  respecting  the  Residence  of 
Congress,  both  temporary  &  permanent,  it  is  thought  Philada  would 
have  certainly  had  a  vote  for  the  former  if  not  the  latter,  provided 
those  two  States  would  have  given  their  votes  in  this  Manner.  . . . 

"P.S.  I  expect  to  return  Home  the  Beginning  of  March  8c  to  be  with 
you  in  Time." 

RC  (NHi:  Miscellaneous  Manuscripts). 

i  That  is,  Delaware.  SeeJCC,  26:292-95,  27:699-704.  Mitchell  was  a  resident  of  Dags- 
boro  Hundred,  Del.,  a  member  of  the  Delaware  Assembly,  1784-86,  of  the  Legislative 
Council  in  1788,  and  of  the  constitutional  convention  of  1791-92.  Claudia  L.  Bushman 
et  al.,  Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  Slate,  1 781-1 792,  and  of  the  Consti- 
tutional Convention  of  1792  (Newark:  University  of  Delaware  Press,  1988),  p.  966. 
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Samuel  Holten  to  Thomas  Cushing 

Dear  Sir,  Trenton,  28th  Decembr.  1784. 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  attention  of  the  9th  instant.  I  thank 
you  for  your  good  wishes  respecting  my  health,  &  permit  me  to  return 
you  the  like  salute. 

No  doubt  before  this  comes  to  hand  you  will  have  heard  that  Con- 
gress stands  adjourned  to  the  City  of  New  York  the  1 1th  of  January  next. 

While  we  were  assembled  here  much  of  the  public  business  was 
taken  up  &  referred  to  the  consideration  of  committees,  but  little 
business  has  yet  been  compleated. 

As  to  what  number  of  states  have  fully  complied  with  the  impost,  I 
am  not  able  to  say,  the  matter  is  now  referred  to  a  committee,  how- 
ever, I  think  it  must  take  place  in  whole  or  in  part,  for  I  can't  conceive 
of  any  other  method  that  can  be  devised  that  will  be  less  burthen- 
some,  or  give  greater  satisfaction  to  the  public  creditors,  8c  more  likely 
to  do  justice  to  all. 

I  am  informed  that  the  reasons  why  Mr  Pennell  has  not  proceeded 
to  Boston  "to  settle  the  marine  accounts,"1  is,  that  the  accounts  of  the 
late  Navy  board  are  not  ready. 

As  to  giving  Congress  credit  for  the  sum  you  are  pleas'd  to  mention, 
that  is  due  to  Messrs.  de  Neufville  8c  Son,  Mr.  Pennell  may  not  think 
himself  authorized  to  allow  it,  but  this  I  mention  only  for  your  consid- 
eration, not  knowing  how  large  his  commission  is,  &  if  this  should  be 
the  case,  you  might  then  state  the  matter  to  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment, or  even  to  Congress  if  found  necessary,  8c  receive  their  direc- 
tions, probably,  time  enough  to  settle  it  with  Mr.  Pennell,  as  most 
likely  he  will  be  some  time  in  Boston. 

The  affairs  of  the  Emperor  &  their  High  Mightinesses,  seems  to  put 
on  a  very  serious  appearance,2  however,  I  can't  yet  believe  that  they 
are  ready  to  engage,  for  the  consequences  of  a  War  would  most  proba- 
bly, involve  nearly  all  the  powers  in  Europe,  8c  might  extend  to  Amer- 
ica, which  no  doubt  they  are  sensible  of,  8c  therefore,  I  conclude  they 
will  be  very  cautious  how  they  proceed. 

The  return  of  all  such  persons,  to  live  with  us,  as  have  been  called  to- 
nes, would  be  grievous  to  the  good  people,  but  I  am  clearly  of  opinion, 
they  would  do  us  much  less  damage  here  than  in  G.  Britain,  for  we 
could  manage  them  best  at  home:  favours  from  them  we  are  never  to 
expect,  but  the  contrary,  despair  8c  revenge,  we  may  suppose  actuates 
many  of  them,  considering  they  are  forever  exiled  from  their  country. 

I  have,  with  sincere  respect,  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient, 

S.  Holten 


92  Decembkr28,  1784 

RC  (MiU-C:  Miscellaneous  Manuscripts). 

1  Joseph  Pennell,  formerly  paymaster  in  the  marine  office,  had  been  appointed  by 
Robert  Morris  commissioner  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  marine  department.  Mor- 
ris, Papers  (Ferguson),  3:23. 

2  That  is,  the  confrontation  between  Joseph  II  and  the  Dutch  over  the  closing  of  the 
Scheldt. 


Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents  to 
James  Monroe 

Sir  New  York  December  28th  1 784 

Before  this  shall  reach  you,  your  appointment  as  one  of  the  Judges  to 
hear  and  determine  a  cause  of  great  consequence  and  expectation  be- 
tween the  States  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts  will  be  notified  to  you 
in  form  by  Congress. l  As  both  parties  are  desirous  of  the  attendance  of 
all  the  Gentlemen  in  the  appointment,  the  Subscribers  Agents  for  the 
contending  States  have  conceived  it  to  be  their  duty  to  ask  the  favour  of 
the  presence  of  all  the  Judges  upon  the  Trial.  We  are  urged  to  this  by  an 
ardent  desire  of  preserving  an  harmony  and  cultivating  a  good  under- 
standing between  the  respective  States  which  in  this  matter  we  repre- 
sent: for  should  a  cause  of  this  magnitude  be  decided  by  a  bare  quorum 
of  the  Federal  Court  it  would  not  probably  give  that  sadsfaction  and 
contentment  which  might  otherwise  be  expected. 

A  Federal  Court  is  the  only  method  of  deciding  controversies  on 
real  property  between  the  States,  &  should  Gentlemen  of  the  first 
rank  in  point  of  ability  decline  the  Office  this  institution  however  use- 
ful and  necessary  must  sink  into  disrepute  and  be  rendered  incapable 
of  yeilding  that  advantage  which  the  union  expected  from  it. 

Though  we  consider  a  pecuniary  compensation  as  the  least  induce- 
ment to  your  attendance  yet  we  do  assure  you  that  it  shall  be  such  as 
will  give  you  the  most  intire  satisfaction.  The  first  Tuesday  in  June 
next  is  agreed  on  for  holding  the  Court.2  Please  to  direct  an  answer  to 
the  President  of  Congress.3  We  are  with  sentiments  of  esteem  and  re- 
spect, Your  most  Obedient  humble  Servants, 

J  Lowell  )  Agents  Jas.  Duane  j  Agents 

James  Sullivan  >  for  John  Jay  >  for 

R  King  )  Massachusetts        Walter  Livingston  )  New  York 

RC  (NN:  Monroe  Papers).  In  a  clerical  hand,  addressed  by  James  Duane,  and  signed  by 
John  Lowell,  James  Sullivan,  Rufus  King,  John  Jay,  Walter  Livingston,  and  Duane.  FC 
(NHi:  Duane  Papers).  In  a  clerical  hand  and  endorsed  by  Duane:  "Letter  from  Agents 
of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  to  the  gent,  nominated  Judges  of  the  federal  Court.  Cir- 
cular. 31st  Decern  1784.  Separate  Letters  signed  as  above  addressed  to  the  honorable 
Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  John  Rudedge,  George  Wythe,  William  Grayson,  James  Mon- 
roe, Thomas  Johnson,  George  Reade,  Isaac  Smith,  William  Patterson." 
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1  For  Monroe's  appointment  as  one  of  the  judges  to  hear  the  Massachusetts-New  York 
western  land  dispute,  see  JCC,  27:709-10;  and  New  York  Agents' Journal,  December 
4-9,  notes  5-7. 

This  letter  was  written  under  the  assumption  that  attested  copies  of  the  December  24 
congressional  proceedings  on  the  selection  of  judges  would  soon  be  transmitted  by  the 
president  or  secretary  of  Congress,  but  that  expectation  was  disappointed  when  differ- 
ences between  the  Massachusetts  and  New  York  agents  broke  out  over  the  site  of  the 
trial  after  Williamsburg  was  selected  on  January  21.  The  agents  probably  sent  copies  of 
this  letter  to  all  nine  of  the  judges  on  December  28  or  31  (see  document  note),  but  fur- 
ther communication  became  surprisingly  irregular.  The  Massachusetts  agents  sent  addi- 
tional letters  to  at  least  five  of  the  judges  in  January,  and  President  Richard  Henry  Lee 
wrote  to  John  Rutledge  on  the  24th,  but  Lee's  failure  to  send  official  notification  to  the 
other  judges  while  the  New  York  protest  over  the  Williamsburg  site  was  pending  led  the 
Massachusetts  agents  to  send  a  special  courier  to  some  of  the  southern  nominees  in  a 
desperate  effort  to  ensure  the  appearance  of  a  quorum  at  the  appointed  time.  Further- 
more, the  New  York  agents  refused  to  cooperate  in  certifying  to  President  Lee  that  the 
two  parties  had  agreed  upon  the  first  Tuesday  in  June  for  the  court  to  convene,  al- 
though this  agreement  had  been  reached  before  the  present  letter  was  written.  For  the 
documents  related  to  these  developments,  see  Massachusetts  Agents  to  John  Rutledge 
et  al.,  January  14,  and  to  William  Paterson,  January  24;  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  John  Rut- 
ledge, January  24;  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  John  Hancock,  February  7;  and  Mas- 
sachusetts and  New  York  Agents  to  George  Wythe,  April  9,  1785. 

2  For  the  difficulties  encountered  in  certifying  this  date  to  Congress,  see  Rufus  King's 
Certificate,  January  22,  and  King  to  John  Jay,  January  24,  1785. 

3  For  Monroe's  response  to  President  Lee  signifying  his  acceptance,  see  JCC,  28:182; 
and  Monroe  to  Lee,  March  20,  1785.  The  responses  of  the  other  eight  judges  (in  the 
order  recorded  in  the  journals)  were  as  follows:  Robert  Hanson  Harrison  declined, 
February  15  and  March  3;  Thomas  Johnson  accepted,  February  15  and  27;  George 
Wythe  accepted,  February  23;  William  Grayson  declined,  March  21;  Isaac  Smith  ac- 
cepted, March  6;  William  Paterson  accepted,  March  26;  George  Read  accepted,  March 
30;  and  John  Rutledge  declined,  March  26.  See  JCC,  28:125n,  181,  181n,  182,  187n,  199, 
211,  320,  351;  and  PCC,  item  49,  fols.  277-80,  item  78,  10:495-98,  12:379-86, 
13:321-24,  333-40,  19:479-86,  21:367-70,  24:503-6.  For  the  appointment  of  judges  to 
replace  Grayson,  Harrison,  and  Rutledge,  see  Charles  Thomson  to  William  Fleming, 
Samuel  Johnston,  and  John  Sitgreaves.June  9,  1785. 


Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  to  Edward  Hand 

Dear  Sir,  Philadelphia  28th  December  1784 

Your  favor  of  the  6th  Instant  I  only  reed,  a  day  or  two  before  Con- 
gress Adjourned  from  Trenton;  the  hurry  of  business  and  the  immedi- 
ate removal  from  thence  to  this  City  prevented  me  from  answering 
your  letter  sooner. 

I  have  not  yet  got  quite  the  better  of  my  indisposition.  I  am  still  af- 
flicted with  a  sore  throat  &  sore  mouth  tho'  otherwise  in  tollerable 
health. 

Your  request  of  an  Epistolary  Correspondence  I  shall  cherfully  com- 
ply with  &  shall  be  very  happy  to  hear  from  you  by  every  opportu- 
nity— and  tho'  we  have  moved  to  New  York*  hope  to  have  the  pleasure 
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of  seeing  you  before  the  Spring.  Mr.  Richd.  Henry  Lee  of  Virginia 
after  a  dozen  different  ballottings  was  elected  our  President.1  I  en- 
close you  a  list  of  the  Delegates  of  the  different  States  that  have  made 
the  appearance  in  Congress.  The  Resolves  respecting  the  adjourn- 
ment to  York  being  published  in  the  papers  I  need  not  say  any  thing 
about  them  here.  The  Want  of  Maryland  and  Delaware  kept  us  from 
coming  to  this  City,  which  I  assure  I  should  have  prefered  to  New 
York,  but  our  situation  was  such  that  we  must  either  have  passed  the 
Winter  in  Trenton  or  Consent  to  go  to  N.Y — the  choice  of  course  was 
not  difficult — Philada.  had  five  ays.2  This  Congress  appears  to  be 
much  better  disposed  to  do  business  than  the  last,  &  I  think  our  resid- 
ing Northerly  will  prove  advantageous  by  Uniting  all  the  States  to  the 
southward  of  Connecticut  together.  You  will  find  by  the  list,  that  we 
have  got  rid  of  those  two  Dealers  in  troubled  Waters,  Gerry  &  Howell.  I 
am  affraid  they  will  prove  an  eternal  plague  to  us. 

It  gives  me  pain  My  Dear  Sir,  to  be  obliged  to  request  three  or  four 
weeks  farther  indulgence,  for  the  payment  of  my  Note.  I  had  arranged 
matters  before  I  left  home  in  such  a  manner,  as  I  thought  would  en- 
able me  to  pay  the  money  immediately  on  my  arrival  here,  without  any 
inconvenience  to  myself,  which  would  have  been  the  case  had  n[ot] 
this  unexpected  flight  to  New  York  taken  place  which  has  deranged  my 
money  matters  very  much,  and  being  likewise  disappointed  in  a  remit- 
tance which  I  expected  to  have  reed,  before  this  time. 

I  am  in  daily  expectation  of  receiving  money  from  North-Carolina, 
and  the  first  that  is  remitted  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
the  Note.  As  all  my  remittances  will  be  made  thro'  Messrs.  Stuart  & 
Barr  of  this  City,  I  will  leave  orders  with  them  to  call  on  Mr.  Crawford 
and  take  it  up  with  the  first  monies  they  receive  on  my  Account. 
Notwithstanding  my  situation  if  you  should  be  in  immediate  want  of 
the  money  I  shall  make  use  of  every  exertion  in  my  power  to  raise  the 
money  by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  to  try  and  pay  it  before  I  leave  this 
to  go  to  New  York,  which  will  be  about  the  7th  or  8th  of  January  as 
Congress  meet  at  that  City  on  the  11th.  I  am  with  great  Regard,  Dear 
Sir,  Your  most  Obt.  and  most  hum.  Servant, 

Richd.  Dobbs  Spaight. 

P.S.  I  would  wish  to  hear  from  you  before  I  leave  Town. 

RC  (MBU:  Stone  Collection). 

1  See  Charles  Thomson  to  the  States,  November  30,  note. 

2  For  Samuel  Hardy  and  Spaight's  December  23  motion  for  Philadelphia,  see  JCC, 
27:702. 
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Samuel  Holten  to 
Josiah  Converse  and  Job  Whipple 

Sir.  Trenton,  29  December,  1784. 

Upon  my  being  acquainted  with  the  late  proceedings  of  Congress,  I 
find  a  Resolution,  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  notwithstanding,  I  have  so 
far  supported  your  petition,1  as  to  have  it  referred  to  the  Considera- 
tion of  a  come,  but  when  they  will  report  or  how  soon  after  I  shall  be 
able  to  git  Congress  to  attend  to  the  same,  is  uncertain,  there  being 
such  a  multiplicity  of  important  business  before  them.  I  shall  only  add, 
that  you  may  be  assured  of  my  attention  to  the  same,  8c  that  I  don't  for- 
git  an  absent  friend.  I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten  and  endorsed  by  him:  "Copy 
of  a  letter  to  Captjob  Whipple  Deer.  29,  1784,  &  also  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  Josiah  Con- 
verse, excepting  the  last  sentence,  &  the  address." 

1  Enclosure  not  identified.  The  petitions  of  Whipple  and  Converse  are  not  in  PCC, 
but  they  had  been  referred  on  December  8  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Jacob  Read, 
John  Bull,  and  William  Houstoun,  which  was  renewed  on  March  14  and  reported  on 
April  18,  1785.  The  committee's  recommendation,  that  they  be  "referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary at  War,"  was  adopted  by  Congress  the  same  day.  JCC,  28:157n,  276;  and  PCC,  item 
186,  fol.  171.  Whipple  had  been  an  officer  in  the  Massachusetts  Line  from  May  1775 
and  was  captain  in  the  5th  Massachusetts  Regiment  from  January  1777  to  January  1783. 
Converse  had  been  an  ensign  in  the  3d  Massachusetts  Regiment.  Heitman,  Historical 
Register,  pp.  133,  430. 

Although  neither  petition  has  survived,  another  that  was  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee, from  Capt.  George  Turner  of  the  1st  South  Carolina  Regiment,  is  in  PCC,  item 
41,  10:247-49.  It  is  endorsed  "Negatived  23  Feby.  1785." 


Charles  Pinckney  to  Benjamin  Guerard 

Sir  Philadelphia  Deer.  30th.  1784. 

I  had  this  moment  the  pleasure  of  your  Excellency's  favour  of  the 
18th  of  December  &  as  I  mean  to  answer  it  fully  in  a  few  days  either  by 
the  return  of  Captn.  Allibone  or  by  the  Post,  should  the  ice  in  the 
Delaware  prevent  Captn.  Allibone's  soon  returning,  I  will  just  at  pre- 
sent mention  that  after  sitting  between  three  &  four  weeks  the  ques- 
tion of  adjourning  from  Trenton  was  agitated,  and  after  several  lead- 
ing motions  were  carried,  it  was  finally  determined,  that  a  foederal 
town  should  be  erected  near  the  falls  of  the  Delaware — that  Commis- 
sioners should  be  appointed  to  fix  on  a  proper  spot,  &  that  as  soon  as 
an  exclusive  right  of  soil  &  such  jurisdiction  as  Congress  should  deem 
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necessary  could  be  procured,  the  buildings  should  be  erected,  &  that 
until  they  were  ready  for  the  reception  of  Congress,  they  determined 
that  New  York  should  be  the  place  of  their  session.  One  hundred 
thousand  dollars  are  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  these  buildings, 
8c  as  soon  as  a  safe  Opportunity  can  be  met  with,  the  Ordinance  to- 
gether with  the  official  dispatches  respecting  this  business  will  be  trans- 
mitted your  Excellency.1  On  the  24th  Congress  adjourned  from  Tren- 
ton to  meet  at  New  York  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  January,  at  which 
time  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bull  &  myself  will,  if  no  accident  should  prevent, 
make  a  point  of  being  present.  As  soon  as  the  Journals  of  our  Proceed- 
ings at  Trenton  are  published,  they  will  be  sent  to  your  Excellency. 

We  are  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  the  Treatises  on  Com- 
merce, 8c  as  some  recommendation  to  the  states  respecting  the  internal 
arrangement  of  our  commercial  system  is  now  under  commitment  & 
will  soon  become  the  subject  of  very  serious  discussion,2  it  will  become 
the  delegates  of  a  state  so  importantly  concerned  as  ours  to  pay  very 
particular  attention  to  every  measure  that  may  affect  its  Commerce. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  southern  Indians  will  soon  be 
called  for  after  our  meeting,3  &  I  trust  such  arrangements  made  as 
will  tend  to  secure  a  permanent  Peace  with  them,  founded  on  treaty, 
8c  place  our  frontiers  in  a  state  of  safety. 

I  mentioned  to  you  in  Novr.  last4  that  Mr  Read  meant  to  return 
with  his  Mother  8c  family  to  Charleston,  8c  since  that  time  that  he  has 
altered  his  mind.  As  this  will  reach  you  before  the  legislature  will  enter 
upon  any  business  of  consequence,  I  must  repeat  to  your  Excellency 
that  Mr.  Read  has  agreed  to  meet  Congress  with  us  at  New  York,  so 
that  any  determination  of  his  respecting  his  remaining  or  returning,  is 
only  to  be  taken  from  his  own  Letters — for  my  own  part,  I  am  inclined 
to  think  he  will  remain  if  reelected.  The  many  8c  important  affairs 
now  in  agitation  8c  which  must  be  determined  in  the  course  of  the 
spring,  will  induce  him  with  Mr  Bull  8c  myself  to  remain  &  pay  the 
closest  attention  to  the  business  of  one  of  the  most  important  sessions 
that  has  been  held  for  many  Years. 

I  shall  write  your  Excellency  soon  &  more  fully — in  the  mean  time  I 
shall  be  glad  to  be  honoured  with  your  Commands,  &  remain  with  re- 
spect, Your  Excellency's  Most  obedt.  8c  most  hum.  servt., 

(signed)  Charles  Pinckney 

Tr  (ScCoAH:  Governor's  Messages). 

1  See  Pinckney  to  Guerard,  January  2,  1785,  note  1. 

2  See  James  Monroe  to  James  Madison,  December  18,  note  6. 

3  See  South  Carolina  Delegates  to  Guerard,  January  25,  1785,  note  8. 

4  See  Pinckney  to  Guerard,  November  22,  note  3. 
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Pierse  Long  to  Meshech  Weare 

Sir,  New  York  Jany.  1st.  1785. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excelly.  of  my  arriving  at  Trenton 
the  day  Congress  adjourned  to  this  city  to  meet  the  11th  Instant — by 
the  inclosed  paper  you  will  see  their  Resolves  for  that  purpose.1  My 
next  will  be  by  a  vessel  bound  from  this  place  to  Portsmouth,  by  whom 
I  expect  to  transmit  the  Journals  of  Congress  so  far  as  they  may  be 
prepared  at  that  time.  In  the  interim  I  am  with  sentiments  of  Esteem 
8c  Respect,  Your  Excelly,  Most  Obedt.  Huml.  Servt. 

Pierse  Long 

PS.  I  expect  Mr  Foster  will  be  here  in  a  few  days,  from  Princeton — 
where  I  left  him  two  days  ago. 

RC  (MHi:  Weare  Papers). 

i  That  is,  of  December  23  and  24,  1784. /CC,  27:704,  710. 


James  Monroe  to  Patrick  Henry 

Sir  Phila.Jany.  1st.  1785 

I  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  resolutions  of  Congress  respecting 
the  places  of  their  temporary  8c  permanent  residence.  In  the  first 
view,  the  question  was  put  on  Phila.  8c  negativ'd,  Pensyla.,  Virga.  &  the 
three  southern  States  voting  for  it;  then  on  N.  York  &  carried,  the 
southern  States,  except  Georgia,  acceding  to  the  measure.1  Every 
State  seem'd  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  our  removal  from  Trenton, 
for  the  several  delegations  exclusive  of  the  officers  of  Congress  8c  the 
foreign  ministers  could  not  obtain  tolerable  accommodations  there, 
and  we  had  already  experienc'd  inconvenience  from  these  circum- 
stances. We  put  the  question  upon  Georgeton  for  our  permanent  resi- 
dence but  it  was  negativ'd;  it  was  then  put  on  the  falls  of  the  Delaware 
&  carried  by  8  States.  Sensible  of  the  propriety  of  coming  to  some  de- 
cision upon  this  subject,  from  a  conviction  that  the  publick  named 
character  must  suffer  from  their  remaining  longer  in  the  late  fluctuat- 
ing state,  all  Congress  shew'd  an  earnest  solicitude  to  effect  it.  The 
majority  of  the  States  were  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  latter  position,  8c 
we  had  only  the  alternative  left  us  of  acceding  to  a  measure  which  the 
superior  voice  of  the  union  requir'd,  or  to  frustrate  it  &  keep  the  busi- 
ness fluctuating  as  heretofore,  which  could  be  effected  only  in  the  ab- 
sence of  N.  Hamshire  or  Connecticut,  whose  delegations  were  daily 
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expected,  8c  we  prefered  the  former  course.  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
with  great  respect  &  esteem  yr.  Excellency's  very  humble  sert. 

Jas.  Monroe2 

RC  (MH-H:  bMS  Am  1649.5). 

1  See/CC,  27:699-704. 

2  In  a  January  11  letter  from  Philadelphia  to  an  unknown  correspondent  (perhaps  his 
uncle,  Joseph  Jones),  Monroe  expressed  his  intention  to  leave  for  New  York  the  next  day. 
"Read  &  Bull  are  here;  Pinckney  &  Spaight  left  town  this  morning."  Monroe  Papers,  ViU. 
And  on  January  17  Richard  Henry  Lee,  writing  from  New  York,  noted  that  "Colo. 
Monroe  ...  is  now  in  this  City,  &  so  is  Colo.  Spaight."  Shippen  Family  Papers,  DLC. 


Charles  Pinckney  to  Benjamin  Guerard 

Sir,  Philadelphia  January  2nd.  1785 

Inclosed  your  Excellency  will  receive  a  letter  which  the  president  of 
Congress  has  desired  me  to  transmit,  containing  the  Ordinance  lately 
passed  respecting  fcederal  buildings  for  the  reception  of  Congress  on 
the  Banks  of  the  Delaware,  8c  the  fixing  the  City  of  New- York  as  their 
temporary  residence,  untill  such  buildings  are  completed.1  It  was 
thought  more  proper  to  leave  the  building  of  Hotels  for  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  different  States,  to  the  States  themselves;  proper  places 
will  be  allotted  8c  as  soon  as  the  fcederal  buildings  are  begun,  it  is  ex- 
pected the  different  States  will  commence  the  erection  of  such  build- 
ings as  are  necessary  for  the  reception  of  their  Members.  In  fixing 
the  permanent  residence,  Health,  security,  and  the  center  of  popula- 
tion were  the  principal  objects  of  our  attention.  The  spot  fixed  on, 
being  at  the  head  of  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware,  in  a  Strong 
Country  8c  without  the  reach  of  a  Surprize,  should  we  at  any  time  be 
suddenly  engaged  in  a  War,  was  therefore  deemed  the  most  eligible. 
The  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  Voted  for  the  purpose 
of  begining  the  Buildings,  8c  a  day  is  assigned  for  the  election  of 
Commissioners  to  carry  the  ordinance  into  execution:  so  that  we  may 
with  some  probability,  suppose  this  business  is  now  in  such  a  train  as 
to  promise  its  accomplishment. 

As  soon  as  the  Contracts  are  compleated  &  a  time  fixed  for  purchas- 
ing the  soil  8c  commencing  the  plan,  the  states  will  have  the  earliest 
information,  and  it  will  then  become  them  to  appropriate  a  sufficient 
sum,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  public  building  for  the  reception  of 
their  own  Delegates. 

The  measure  of  a  permanent  residence  8c  the  determination  of 
Congress  to  remain  in  some  one  convenient  place,  where  they  may  be 
properly  accomodated  untill  the  fcederal  buildings  were  ready  to  re- 
ceive them,  were  deemed  the  most  probable  means  of  restoring  the 
dignity  of  our  Government,  for  surely  no  System  could  tend  more 
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forcibly  to  lessen  its  consequence,  than  that  of  establishing  a  double 
temporary,  as  well  as  permanent  residence,  driving  them  from  large  & 
respectable  Cities  into  Towns  inconvenient  of  access  8c  where  the  ut- 
most politeness  8c  exertions  of  the  Inhabitants  were  inadequate  to 
their  accomodation. 

We  stated  the  impropriety  of  this  itinerant  System  in  the  Strongest 
terms  our  knowledge  of  the  Language  would  admit,  appealed  to  their 
own  experience  of  its  inconveniencies  as  an  incontestible  proof  of  it's 
absurdity,  &  at  length  after  Several  leading  resolutions  had  been  car- 
ried, the  inclosed  Ordinance  was  brought  in  &  agreed  to,  as  compris- 
ing every  thing  we  wished — establishing  the  means  of  erecting  a 
federal  Town  &  in  the  interim  fixing  the  temporary  residence  in  a 
City  where  the  dignity  of  the  Union  may  be  maintained,  the  Members 
of  Congress  well  accomodated,  &  the  foreign  Ministers  &  others  who 
may  have  business  with  them,  attended  to. 

While  we  were  sitting  Congress  received  authentic  information,  that 
the  Court  of  Spain  was  determined  to  dispute  our  right  to  navigate 
the  Mississipi;  indeed  official  communications  were  made  to  this  pur- 
pose thro'  the  Charge  des  affaires  of  France,  inclosing  a  paragraph  of 
a  letter  from  Don  Joseph  De  Galvez  Minister  for  the  Department  of 
the  Indies  to  that  effect2 — the  Letter  with  its  inclosures  were  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  which  I  was  one,  after  attentively  considering  the 
importance  of  the  navigation  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Western  Coun- 
try— the  probability  of  a  rupture  should  our  Citizens  attempt  to  Navi- 
gate it,  &  the  Spaniards  in  Consequence  of  their  Orders  Should  seize 
8c  confiscate  their  Vessels  &  cargoes,  &  above  all  the  serious  &  unpre- 
pared situation  of  our  Southern  frontier,  should  the  inhabitants  of 
that  District  be  driven  to  extremities — that  we  had  received  certain  In- 
telligence of  the  Spaniards  having  lately  held  treaties  8c  been  tamper- 
ing with  Several  tribes  of  the  Southern  Indians,  that  they  had  counte- 
nanced 8c  still  retained  within  their  lines  a  considerable  number  of 
the  Refugees  &  other  Banditti  who  accompanied  the  British  Army,  evi- 
dently with  a  View  of  using  them  Should  a  War  break  out,  &  that  these 
with  the  Indians  &  such  Regulars  as  could  be  spared  from  their  Gar- 
risons at  St.  Augustine,  Pensacola,  or  perhaps  from  the  West  Indies, 
would  make  such  an  irruption  into  that  Country  as  might  require  a 
formidable  force  to  resist  &  that  with  a  little  policy  &  good  manage- 
ment we  might  not  only  enjoy  our  right  to  the  Navigation  in  peace, 
but  open  an  extensive,  useful  8c  very  beneficial  commerce  with  the 
subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain  both  in  Europe  8c  America. 

These  reasons  induced  us  to  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  per- 
manent Minister  at  that  Court,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting 
our  interfering  claims  upon  this  occasion,  but  to  secure  to  us  a  partici- 
pation in  the  commerce  of  a  Nation,  which,  if  we  except  Portugal,  will 
be  more  lucrative  to  America  than  the  trade  of  any  power  in  F.urope. 
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After  several  days  the  report  was  agreed  to  &  a  day  assigned  for  the 
election  of  a  Minister — a  motion  is  since  made  to  reconsider  this  ap- 
pointment— we  debated  a  day  upon  it  8c  postponed  the  determina- 
tion; however  I  think  we  shall  not  agree  to  rescind  the  resolution.  I  am 
rather  hopeful  that  the  measure  we  have  frequently  suggested  of  hav- 
ing four  permanent  Ministers  in  Europe,  will  be  adopted.  We  have  al- 
ready two,  one  at  Versailles  8c  another  at  the  Hague,  and  no  One  who 
has  the  least  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  this  Country  will  say,  that  Min- 
isters are  not  fully  as  essential  if  not  more  so,  at  the  Courts  of  London 
8c  Madrid;  they  are  both  our  Neighbours,  &  both  dispute  our  Bound- 
aries; there  are  certainly  no  Powers  from  whom  we  have  more  to  ap- 
prehend; none  upon  whom  the  strong  passions  of  pride  8c  revenge 
operate  more  forcibly,  or  none  with  whom  every  part  of  the  Union,  is 
more  deeply  or  extensively  connected. 

Notwithstanding  our  distance,  we  must  still  be  so  connected  with 
the  commercial  States  of  Europe,  that  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
have  permanent  Ministers  at  the  Courts  I  have  mentioned,  who  may 
be  also  impowered  to  Superintend  our  affairs  with  the  other  powers, 
where  we  may  only  have  Consuls;  for  tho'  it  may  be  improper  in  Us  to 
interfere  in  their  Politics,  yet  still  we  should  always  endeavour  to  pro- 
cure the  best  &  earliest  information  of  what  they  are  doing,  that  we 
may  be  in  a  condition  to  measure  our  proceedings  with  greater  just- 
ness. Such  intelligence  can  only  be  obtained  from  the  residence  of 
permanent  Ministers,  who  have  been  among  them  a  sufficient  time  to 
acquire  a  competent  knowledge  of  their  Strength,  the  situation  of 
their  financies  8c  commerce,  8c  particularly  the  capacity  of  the  ruling 
Minister  8c  the  credit  he  is  in  with  the  Nation.  If  the  measure  should 
be  acceded  to,  our  affairs  at  this  time  point  out  the  Necessity  of  send- 
ing the  most  enlightened  8c  judicious  Men  we  can  procure;  the  con- 
cerns in  which  they  will  be  engaged  are  important,  &  may  eventually 
involve  the  most  essential  interests  of  the  Union;  and  as  it  may  be  nec- 
essary to  explain  the  Articles  of  treaties  &  insist  upon  a  performance 
of  them,  and  by  putting  an  end  to  differences  arising  upon  this  Sub- 
ject, a  rupture  might  be  prevented,  we  shall  I  trust,  be  able  to  find 
men  with  all  the  talents  which  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs  requires. 

Our  latest  advices  from  Europe  say,  that  treaties  of  commerce  with 
Denmark  &  Prussia  are  now  in  forwardness,  and  we  expect  soon  to 
hear  that  we  have  concluded  them  with  Portugal  8c  the  Barbary  States. 
We  have  not  yet  received  any  Authentic  information  upon  the  two 
last,  but  our  Commissioners  will  certainly  pay  very  great  attention  to 
them,  as  treaties  with  them  are  in  my  judgement  exceedingly  impor- 
tant to  the  Commerce  of  this  Country. 

The  department  of  finance  being  in  Commission,  we  have  lately 
had  three  attempts  to  elect  Commissioners,  but  without  effect.  I  men- 
tioned in  one  of  my  former  letters  that  the  Delegates  from  the  differ- 
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ent  States,  were  now  so  elected  as  to  take  their  Seats  from  the  first 
Monday  in  November  agreeable  to  the  Confederation,  I  therefore 
suppose  the  Legislature  at  their  present  session  will  conform  to  the 
recommendation  of  Congress  8c  elect  their  Delegates  for  the  ensuing 
Year  to  remain  'till  next  November  only,  &  then  to  elect  again  for  the 
Year  after.3  If  the  Legislature  should  not  meet  in  the  Summer  they 
should  either  elect  Delegates  to  take  their  Seats  next  November  or 
empower  their  Delegates  now  to  be  chosen  to  remain  untill  re- 
elected, or  others  may  arrise. 

The  recommendation  of  Congress  is  intended  to  prevent  confusion 
in  the  different  credentials,  which  are  now  all  transmitted  under  the 
great  seal  of  the  different  States  and  lodged  in  the  Secretarys  Office. 

Mr  Jay  has  accepted  the  Office  of  foreign  affairs  8c  a  day  is  assigned 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Secretary  at  War.  These  two  departments  will 
soon  be  ably  filled  &  placed  upon  the  most  respectable  establishment 
our  finances  will  admit. 

The  Resolutions  of  the  18th  April  1783  are  referred  to  a  Committee 
who  have  not  yet  reported.4  A  motion  has  been  lately  made  which  is 
also  referred  to  a  Committee,  the  object  is,  a  very  interesting  one,  and 
I  should  suppose  will  meet  the  approbation  of  Congress;  it  is  to  rec- 
ommend to  the  different  States  to  invest  Congress  with  the  power  of 
regulating  our  trade  under  certain  limitations.5  In  this  recommenda- 
tion the  two  Objects  of  regulation  8c  revenue,  are  kept  seperate  and 
distinct,  for  all  the  duties  that  may  be  imposed  on  foreigners,  with 
whom  we  have  no  treaties  of  Commerce,  will  be  collected  by  the  Offi- 
cers &  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  State  where  it  may  become  due, 
for  the  use  of  that  State;  I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  consider  this  mat- 
ter as  fully  as  I  intend,  but  at  present  upon  Viewing  the  relative  situa- 
tion of  our  Commerce  with  some  of  the  European  powers,  and  partic- 
ularly those  who  have  laid  heavy  duties  upon  our  most  valuable 
articles  of  exportation,  I  think  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  ascertain  what 
our  conduct  ought  to  be  upon  this  occasion,  or  how  soon  it  may  be- 
come us  to  take  such  steps,  as  will  oblige  them  to  place  our  trade  on 
an  equal  footing.  It  is  so  clear  that  these  States  can  only  derive  conse- 
quence &  power  from  an  attention  to  agriculture  8c  commerce  that 
the  necessity  of  a  regulating  power  somewhere  must  be  obvious  to 
every  one  who  has  considered  the  subject — it  is  plain  also  that  this 
power  can  be  placed  only  in  Congress,  and  I  should  suppose  that  after 
being  invested  with  it,  their  regulations  will  be  so  constructed,  as  not 
only  to  rescue  our  Commerce  from  it's  present  oppressions,  but  by  a 
tonnage  on  foreign  Shipping  exporting  our  produce,  or  by  prevent- 
ing the  Vessels  of  one  nation  importing  the  products  or  manufactures 
of  another,  8c  regulations  of  this  kind,  encourage  the  American  Mer- 
chants to  import  &  export  in  their  own  Vessels.  If  we  should  not 
favour  our  Citizens  more  than  Strangers,  our  Commerce  must  be  de- 
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stroyed  for  want  of  giving  proper  encouragement  to  their  Industry, 
and  the  State  instead  of  traders  will  only  have  Commissioners. 

In  respect  of  this,  every  power  should  depend  only  on  itself.  After 
we  have  made  such  regulations  as  we  judge  to  be  best  calculated  for 
our  situation,  the  nature  of  our  property  8c  the  industry  of  our  Inhabi- 
tants, I  hope  we  shall  always  have  resolution  8c  Constancy  enough 
never  to  derogate  from  them  in  favor  of  Strangers;  all  our  Policy 
should  Consist  in  this  resolution.  Except  with  two  or  three  Powers  of 
Europe,  I  am  not  very  friendly  to  treaties  of  Commerce.  In  our  Treaty 
with  France  I  could  point  out  many  articles  in  which  we  suffer  exceed- 
ingly, however  as  that  was  formed  at  a  time  when  we  were  not  very 
attentive]  to  the  equal  rights  of  Commerce,  we  may  rejoice  it  is  not 
more  oppressive.  At  present,  I  think  we  should  be  very  cautious,  how 
we  enter  into  any  more,  unless  we  should  find  ourselves  in  such  a  situ- 
ation, as  may  authorize  Us  to  demand  some  prerogative  of  a  foreign 
power,  without  being  obliged  to  purchase  it  with  an  equivalent. 

I  am  sorry  the  removal  of  our  Offices  8c  papers  will  prevent  me 
from  sending  you  the  journals  of  our  proceedings  at  Trenton,  as  soon 
as  they  are  published  you  may  be  assured  of  receiving  them. 

Mr.  Read  accompanies  Us  to  New  York  to  meet  Congress  where  he 
with  Mr  Bull  &  myself  expect  to  be  on  the  day  to  which  we  are  ad- 
journed. Mr  Read  does  not  at  present  talk  of  returning — his  own  let- 
ters will  inform  you  of  his  intentions.  I  shall  soon  write  you  again  8c 
your  Excellency  may  be  assured  that  I  shall  pay  the  strictest  attention 
to  every  communication  you  may  think  proper  to  offer,  or  the  State  to 
make  to  the  Delegation,  while  I  have  the  honor  to  remain  in  Con- 
gress. I  remain  with  the  greatest  respect  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obe- 
dient Servant  (signed)  Charles  Pinckney 

PS.  I  should  suppose  that  Congress  will  adjourn  as  usual  in  May  or  June, 
'till  November  8c  the  Committee  of  the  States  sit  in  the  interim.  CP 

Tr  (ScCoAH:  Governor's  Messages). 

1  See  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  the  States,  December  24,  1784. 

2  See  Samuel  Hardy  to  Patrick  Henry,  December  5,  1784,  note  3. 

3  See  Pinckney  to  Guerard,  December  14,  note. 

4  A  committee  consisting  of  John  Francis  Mercer,  John  Jay,  and  David  Howell  had 
been  appointed  on  December  17  on  Mercer's  motion  "to  consider  whether  any  &  what 
measures  may  be  necessary  for  Congress  to  adopt  in  pursuance  of  their  recommendats. 
to  the  States  of  April  18th  1783."  The  committee  was  renewed  on  January  17  (Howell, 
James  Monroe,  and  Samuel  Holten)  and  renewed  again  on  February  15  with  the  addi- 
tion of  William  Samuel  Johnson  and  John  Beatty.  Its  March  14  report  was  considered 
the  following  day  but  Congress  took  no  action  on  its  proposal  to  send  a  congressional 
delegation  to  Rhode  Island,  New  York,  and  Georgia  to  urge  adoption  of  the  5%  impost 
and  to  send  a  circular  letter  to  all  the  states  urging  full  compliance  with  this  much 
needed  revenue  measure.  The  report  was  finally  recommitted  on  January  27,  1786,  to  a 
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committee  chaired  by  Monroe  whose  report  was  considered  on  February  3.  See  JCC, 
28:8n,  66n.l,  159n,  162,  30:29n.l,  44-49;  and  PCC,  item  186,  fol.  174. 
5  See  James  Monroe  to  James  Madison,  December  18,  note  6. 


Walter  Livingston  to  Robert  Livingston 

Hond.  Sir  New  York  Jany.  3.  1784  [i.e.  1785] 

I  returned  to  this  place  about  a  week  since  on  the  adjournment  of 
Congress  to  meet  here  on  the  11  Inst.  Their  coming  to  this  city  will 
enable  me  to  attend  my  duty  without  any  inconveniency. 

We  have  agreed  with  the  Agents  for  supporting  the  claims  of  the 
Massachusetts,  on  the  Gentlemen  who  are  to  compose  the  Federal 
court,  and  I  hope  the  inhabitants  of  this  state  will  approve  of  the 
Judges  we  have  appointed. 

While  I  was  at  Philadelphia,  contrary  to  my  inclination  I  was  put  in 
nomination  for  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  among  a 
great  number  of  applicants.  On  the  ballots  being  taken  Mr.  Osgood 
and  myself  had  each  Six  States,  but  as  Seven  states  were  necessary 
there  was  no  election.  The  question  remains  undecided  and  three 
Commissioners  will  be  appointed  on  the  meeting  of  congress.1  Before 
I  left  Trenton  I  resigned  all  my  pretentions  and  declared  I  would  not 
serve,  my  [reason]  was  because  it  would  obliged  me  to  leave  my 
[fam]ily,  but  since  Congress  will  reside  for  some  years  in  this  place,  I 
shall  reconsider  the  matter  and  advise  with  my  friends.  If  I  am  ap- 
pointed it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  give  Security  in  the  penalty  of 
14,000  Dollars,  or  pounds,  I  dont  recollect  which,  in  which  case  I  must 
request  to  be  informed  whether  you  will  become  my  Security,  as  it  will 
be  proper  for  me  to  be  provided,  before  I  resolve  to  accept,  should  I 
be  again  offered  the  services  of  my  friends  in  Congress,  which  I  can- 
not be  sure  of  as  I  formally  declined  at  Trenton  and  they  may  now  be 
otherwise  engaged.  The  Commissioners  will  be  allowed  2500  Dollars 
each  per  Ann.  clear  of  all  charges,  and  the  Duties  of  the  office  will  be 
fully  adequate  to  the  reward. 

Wishing  you  and  Mama  many  returns  [of]  the  Season  I  remain, 
your  Affect.  Son.  Walter  Livingston 

[P.S.]  Please  to  let  me  hear  from  you  by  the  Post  directed  to  me  at  No. 
95  Broadway.  Cornelia  desires  her  affectionate  love  to  you  and  Mama. 

RC  (NHpR:  Livingston  Papers  deposit,   1973).  Addressed:  "Col.  Robert  Livingston, 
Manor  Livingston." 

1  For  Livingston's  election  on  January  25  as  one  of  three  commissioners  to  constitute 
the  new  board  of  treasury,  with  John  Lewis  Gervais  and  Samuel  Osgood,  see  JCC,  28:18. 
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Abiel  Foster  to  Joseph  Howell,  Jr. 

Sir  i  New  York  Jany.  10th.  1785 

I  enclose  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency  the  President  of  New 
Hamshire,  requesting  you  to  return  the  same,  with  the  fullest  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  of  it,  which  Mr.  Pierce's  Office  will  afford.2  Your 
compliance,  as  early  as  the  nature  of  the  business  will  admit,  will 
much  oblige 

Yours  &c.  Abiel  Foster 

Tr  (DNA:  RG  93,  vol.  136). 

1  Joseph  Howell,  Jr.  (d.  1798),  a  former  captain  in  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  was  deputy 
paymaster  general  at  Philadelphia,  and  became  commissioner  of  army  accounts  in  1  788 
following  the  death  of  Paymaster  General  John  Pierce.  Morris,  Papers  (Ferguson),  4:401. 

2  The  enclosed  December  16  letter  from  Pres.  Meshech  Weare  reported  "that  a  vast 
number  of  what  is  called  Pierce's  Notes . . .  passing  in  this  State  are  either  forged  or 
Alter'd."  He  went  on  to  reproduce  two  of  these  numbered  notes,  "to  find  if  such  were 
issued,"  and  asked  Foster  to  report  back  his  findings.  RG  93,  vol.  136:10-11.  Howell's 
January  12  reply  to  Foster,  explaining  how  the  names  had  been  altered  on  one  of  the 
notes  submitted  bv  Weare  (substituting  Henry  Dearborn  for  David  Adams),  is  at  ibid., 
fol.  17. 

Almost  simultaneously  the  issue  also  came  before  Congress  via  a  January  14  letter 
from  the  Continental  comptroller,  James  Milligan,  which  was  referred  on  the  20th  to  a 
committee  consisting  of  Samuel  Hardy,  Samuel  Holten,  William  Samuel  Johnson,  Jacob 
Read,  and  Hugh  Williamson.  A  second  letter  from  Milligan  of  January  20  with  five  en- 
closures documenting  examples  of  forged  or  altered  settlement  certificates  was  referred 
on  the  24th  to  the  same  committee,  whose  January  31  report  led  to  the  adoption  of  a 
February  2  proclamation  offering  a  $500  reward  for  the  discovery  of  the  forger.  See 
JCC,  28:12n,  15n,  25-26,  32-34,  29:915;  and  PCC,  item  35,  fols.  9-26.  For  the  discovery 
in  March  of  the  identity  of  the  culprits  (apparently  as  a  result  of  the  proclamation),  and 
the  warnings  issued  to  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  Rhode  Island  against  their 
work,  see  Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States,  March  28,  1 785. 


Thomas  Stone  to  the  Maryland  Assembly 

Gentlemen.  Annapolis  Jan.  11.  1785 

The  legality  of  arresting  Captain  Henry  Carbery  by  a  Warrant  from 
a  Committee  of  Congress  having  been  questioned  and  I  being  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  and  desirous  that  the  General  Assembly  should 
be  fully  informed  of  the  part  I  took  in  this  and  every  other  Measure 
while  acting  as  their  Delegate  in  Congress  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing State  of  facts  relative  to  this  Subject.1  On  the  16th  of  March  last 
information  was  given  to  Congress  as  I  understood,  that  Capt  Carbery 
&  Mr  Sullivan  were  in  a  Vessell  lying  in  the  harbour  of  Annapolis  in 
consequence  of  which  upon  the  Motion  of  Mr  Reed  of  South  Carolina 
a  Committee  was  appointed  to  take  Measures  for  their  arrest,  upon 
enquiry  it  was  found  that  the  information  given  to  Congress  was  erro- 
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neous.  On  the  23d  of  April  Mr  Reed  who  was  of  the  Committee 
brought  in  a  report  stating  to  Congress  that  Capt.  Carbery  was  in  Bal- 
timore Town  and  concluding  with  offering  a  Resolve  requesting  the 
Executive  of  Maryland  to  arrest  him,  1  suggested  the  Propriety  of 
transmitting  the  proof  against  Capt.  Carbery  which  was  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Congress  to  the  Executive  of  Maryland,  without  which  I  was 
apprehensive  the  Executive  might  be  under  some  difficulties  in  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  request  of  Congress.  It  was  thought  this  would  take 
up  some  time — the  Governor  was  out  of  Town  and  it  was  not  known 
whether  there  were  Members  of  the  Council  in  town  sufficient  to 
make  a  board.  Congress  seemed  very  desirous  that  a  Man  who  it  was 
thought  had  a  principal  hand  in  causing  them  to  remove  from 
Philadelphia,  should  be  immediately  arrested  and  secured  &  after 
some  debate  on  the  Subject  referred  the  Matter  to  the  Committee  to 
take  order  therein  &  I  was  added  to  the  Committee  in  the  place  of  Mr 
Lee  who  was  absent.  The  Committee  met  after  the  adjournment  of 

Congress,  and  determined  to  issue  a  Warrant  to  Mr  Henry Gas- 

saway  to  arrest  Capt  Carbery  and  bring  him  before  a  Judge  of  the 
General  Court  of  this  State  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  Law  in  Con- 
sequence of  which  a  Warrant  was  issued  and  signed  by  all  the  Commit- 
tee— Copy  of  which  is  herewith  sent,  and  Capt.  Carbery  was  arrested 
and  brought  before  the  honorable  Mr  Goldsborough  &  the  commit- 
tee laid  before  him  such  proofs  as  were  in  possession  of  Congress,  and 
made  the  report  of  their  proceedings  as  stated  in  the  printed  proceed- 
ings of  Congress  of  the  28  April  herewith  transmitted.  What  was  done 
in  Consequence  of  the  Arrest  and  Proceeding  of  Congress  is  not  for 
Me  to  say  being  altogether  unconnected  with  the  Point  which  I  mean 
to  submit  to  the  Legislature.  The  several  affidavits  herewith  sent — the 
knowledge  of  the  fact  by  Members  of  Congress  8c  some  of  the  Com- 
mittee— the  Riot  at  Philadelphia  and  it's  Consequences  be  notorious 
&  public,  were  the  Evidence  upon  which  the  Committee  proceeded. 
The  Principle  upon  which  the  Warrant  was  issued  was  that  in  Cases 
where  Crimes  of  high  and  dangerous  Nature  had  been  committed 
and  there  was  knowledge  or  proof  of  the  Commission  it  was  not  only 
lawfull  but  the  duty  of  every  Citizen  and  body  of  Men  independent  of 
all  possitive  Authority  to  take  the  most  effectual  Measures  for  arrest- 
ing the  perpetrators  and  bringing  them  before  the  Constitutional  Ju- 
diciary power  for  examination  and  Trial,  and  that  if  such  a  power 
could  not  be  exercised,  the  assembly  of  the  united  States  might  at  any 
time  be  broken  up  or  destroyed  before  an  adequate  remedy  could  be 
applied.  I  believe  it  was  not  considered  by  any  Member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  what  State  Capt  Carbery  claimed  to  be  a  Citizen  but  it  was 
thought  none  could  justly  be  offended  by  his  being  arrested  &  his 
Case  submitted  to  a  judicial  determination  according  to  the  Law  of 
the  Land.  The  Committee  called  on  Mr  Gassaway  to  execute  their 
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Warrant  not  merely  because  he  had  been  a  Military  officer  as  has 
been  very  unjustly  alledged  but  because  he  was  thought  to  be  a  Gen- 
tleman who  would  conduct  the  business  with  strict  propriety. 

I  have  thus  given  the  assembly  a  State  of  facts  relating  to  this  Affair 
which  I  should  have  done  sooner  but  expected  the  Delegates  would 
have  been  called  on  to  give  an  Account  of  their  Proceedings  before 
one  or  both  branc[h]es  of  the  Legislature  in  the  Course  of  which  I  in- 
tended to  have  stated  and  explained  this  Subject  and  to  have  submit- 
ted my  Conduct  therein  to  the  determination  of  the  Assembly,  but  ap- 
prehending there  is  no  reason  now  to  suppose  the  Delegates  will  be 
called  before  either  house  this  Session  I  can  no  longer  either  consis- 
tently with  my  duty  to  the  Assembly  or  my  engagement  to  the  public 
withold  this  Communication,  which  I  hoped  it  would  not  have  been 
necessary  for  Me  to  make  before  a  determination  on  Capt  Carbery's 
Case,  as  I  have  tho  urged  by  Abuse  in  the  public  papers  carefully 
avoided  every  measure,  which  might  in  any  degree  make  an  impres- 
sion unfavourable  to  him,  and  I  do  not  mean  by  this  address  any  thing 
further  than  to  give  the  General  Assembly  a  State  of  facts  necessary  to 
be  known  previous  to  a  determination  upon  my  Conduct  in  the  Case 
referred  to.  I  state  the  Motion  of  the  16  of  March  from  information  8c 
the  report  and  resolve  proposed  the  23d  of  April  from  Memory.  Nei- 
ther of  them  appear  on  the  Printed  Journals  of  Congress  &  the  Secre- 
tary to  whom  I  wrote  for  every  thing  relative  to  this  Subject  sent  Me 
only  the  Copies  inclosed  &  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr  Carbery  to  Con- 
gress after  he  was  arrested  which  having  no  relation  to  the  question 
upon  the  legality  of  the  Arrest  I  did  not  think  necessary  to  inclose.  I 
believe  it  is  not  the  practice  of  Congress  when  Motions  or  reports  are 
referred  to  take  Order,  to  enter  them  on  the  Journals,  &  probably  Mr 
Thomson  could  not  readily  find  these  papers  after  the  removal  from 
Annapolis.  I  have  however  consulted  Mr.  J.  T.  Chase  who  was  in  Con- 
gress with  Me  &  recollects  what  passed  on  the  23d  of  April  as  I  have 
stated  it.  Holding  Myself  responsible  to  the  General  Assembly  for  my 
Conduct  in  Congress  I  shall  with  chearfullness  submit  to  their  determi- 
nation upon  the  part  I  acted  in  this  Affair  in  which  if  I  have  erred  I 
trust  the  Legislature  will  do  Me  the  Justice  to  believe  that  I  was  not  in- 
fluenced by  a  Desire  to  injure  or  oppress  an  Individual,  but  was  gov- 
erned by  principles  which  appeared  to  Me  to  be  just  in  discharge  of 
what  I  esteemed  my  Duty  as  a  Citizen  &  Delegate  of  Maryland.2 

I  am  Gent,  Yr  most  Obt  Sert,  T.  Stone 

RC  (MeHi:  Fogg  Collection).  Addressed:  'The  Honorable  President  of  the  Senate  & 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates." 

i  For  Stone's  role  in  arresting  Capt.  Henry  Carbery  for  his  part  in  the  Philadelphia 
mutiny  of  June  1783  and  the  jurisdictional  dispute  that  developed  between  Maryland 
and  Pennsylvania  over  Carbery's  prosecution,  see  Committee  of  Congress  to  Henry  Gas- 
saway  and  to  Mr.  Clayton,  April  24  and  28;  Pennsylvania  Delegates  to  John  Dickinson, 
May  18;  and  Charles  Thomson  to  Thomas  Stone,  October  5,  1784. 
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2  The  Maryland  Assembly  readily  accepted  this  explanation  of  Stone's  conduct,  re- 
solving unanimously  on  January  17  "That  this  house  repose  the  highest  confidence  in 
the  integrity,  honour,  and  abilities,  of  Mr.  Stone,  and  in  his  attachment  and  affection  to 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  citizens  of  this  state;  and  that  on  consideration  of  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  as  communicated  by  Mr.  Stone,  this  house  do  approve  his 
conduct,  and  the  part  he  acted  as  one  of  the  said  committee  of  congress."  Votes  and  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  November  Session,  1 784,  p.  1 08, 
DLC(ESR). 


David  Howell  to  William  Greene 

Sir,  New  York  January  12,  1785. 

As  I  arrived  at  Trenton  before  a  Congress  was  formed  I  proceeded 
directly  forward  to  Philadelphia  8c  applied  at  the  Office  of  the  Pay- 
master-General for  settlement  of  accounts  in  behalf  of  our  State's 
short  Levies,  agreeably  to  order  of  Assembly.  After  putting  this  busi- 
ness in  train,  I  returned  to  Trenton  &  took  a  seat  in  Congress  on  the 
first  day  of  session. 

A  second  journey  to  Philadelphia  enabled  me  to  compleat  the  set- 
tlement; &  I  transmitted,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  John  Innes  Clark,  the 
certificates  I  obtained,  to  the  General  Treasurer. 

For  want  of  materials  to  fill  up  a  Letter,  more  than  from  any  other 
cause,  I  have  deferred  writing  to  the  present  time.  Injustice  to  myself  I 
must  also  hint  at  another  cause.  It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  my 
former  communications  to  the  State  have  been  too  lengthy — &  carry 
the  appearance  of  a  wish  to  obtrude  my  own  political  dogmas.  I  shall 
only  observe  that  I  am  justified  in  this  line  of  Conduct  by  the  Commu- 
nications of  our  Foreign  Ministers  to  Congress — &  even  by  the  commu- 
nications of  Congress  to  the  States — in  which  may  be  seen  not  only  a 
statement  of  facts,  but  opinions  8c  reasonings,  as  well  as  Scraps  of  Let- 
ters from  their  Servants,  with  their  opinions  &  arguments  &  even  (so 
strong  was  their  desire  to  illuminate)  the  opinions  8c  reasonings  of  the 
Minister,  a  very  respectable  character,  of  a  Foreign  Court.  As  I  well  knew 
that  my  Letters  were  to  be  laid  before  men,  who  were  not  only  tena- 
cious of  their  rights  but  capable  of  understanding  them,  I  have  written 
with  a  frankness,  which  (at  least  in  my  humble  opinion)  the  public  has 
a  right  to  expect  from  its  Servants — and,  to  this  day,  I  find  no  reason  to 
retract,  or  alter  any  thing  I  have  written  in  my  official  character. 

If  it  is  the  character  of  a  politician  to  conceal  or,  to  deliver  with  re- 
serve &  cryptically  his  opinions — to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  the  tide  of 
popular  opinion — and  in  all  events  to  aim  chiefly  at  bringing  off  his 
own  dear  Self  in  a  whole  Skin,  I  thank  God  I  am  no  politician! 

From  the  time  that  it  first  pleased  my  fellow-citizens  to  raise  me  into 
the  political  World  I  have  neglected  no  opportunity  of  rendring  them 
the  best  services  within  the  compass  of  my  poor  abilities,  8c  of  obtain- 
ing information  of  the  Transactions  on  that  great  Theatre,  I  am  now 
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soon  to  retire  to  my  little  cottage.  I  shall  do  it  with  a  chearful  mind  8c 
a  clear  conscience  as  to  my  official  conduct:  but  not  without  great 
anxiety  for  the  fate  of  my  Country. 

Avarice,  ambition  or  the  lust  of  power  &  all  the  baser  passions  are 
so  much  more  active  8c  prevalent  than  the  virtues,  with  which  they 
stand  contrasted,  that  it  is  not  strange  to  see  the  Government  of  this 
World  commonly  in  the  hands  of  the  vilest  men  in  it.  "There  is,  says  an 
excellent  writer,  in  every  human  Society  an  effort  continually  tending  to  con- 
fer on  one  part  the  height  of  power  &  happiness  &  to  reduce  the  other  to  the  ex- 
treme of  weakness  &  misery,"  And  whoever  contemplates  the  different 
Kingdoms,  Empires  8c  States  throughout  the  World,  the  nature  of  their 
governments,  8c  the  condition  of  the  people  will  be  affected,  if  capable 
of  feeling,  with  the  wretchedness  of  his  fellowmen  &  will  be  con- 
strained to  drop  a  sympathetic  tear  over  the  ruins  of  human  nature! 

"Ye  Gods!  What  havoc  does  ambition  make  among  your  works'?" 

The  U.  States  furnish  the  World  with  a  rare  instance  of  Freedom — 
and  a  wise  System  of  political  Constitutions  happily  calculated  to  se- 
cure it.  But  alas!  How  restless  are  many  of  our  rulers  to  engross  more 
power?  How  easily  are  the  people  imposed  upon  &  duped  out  of  their 
rights?  What  artifice,  what  chicanery,  what  management  have  already 
taken  place  in  our  public  affairs?  I  cannot,  however,  close  this  dull  & 
gloomy  letter  without  making  one  consolating  remark — &  in  that  I  am 
warranted — that  the  seasonable  8c  firm  stand  made  by  Rhode  Island 
against  the  all  grasping  hand  of  power,  in  the  case  of  duties,  has  saved 
the  U.  States!  And  I  should  be  wanting,  as  well  in  duty  to  the  State,  as 
to  my  own  feelings,  if  I  should  neglect  to  inform  them  that  they  have 
the  thanks  of  thousands  of  the  wisest  &  best  men  in  the  Union  for 
their  Conduct. 

The  Journals  of  our  proceedings  at  Trenton  are  not  yet  printed.  I 
hope  the  Ordinance,  which  has  been  published  in  the  Newspapers,  es- 
tablishing the  permanent  residence  of  Congress  near  the  falls  of 
Delaware;  &  the  temporary  residence  in  this  City  will  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  the  State.  Should  the  Commissioners  to  be  appointed 
to  erect  the  fcederal  buildings  make  an  advantageous  purchase  of  Soil, 
the  Sale  of  Lotts,  it  is  expected,  will  reduce  the  Sum  appropriated  to 
that  use. 

As  I  voted  against  the  resolution  of  Congress,  which  puts  all  the  Let- 
ters received  from  our  Foreign  Ministers  under  an  injunction  of 
Secrecy,1  by  the  yeas  8c  nays,  which,  by  the  way,  are  not  published  in  our 
journals,  I  have  a  right  to  offer  that  as  an  Apology  to  the  State  for  not 
sending  forward  an  account  of  the  contents  of  such  Letters  as  have  been 
received  since  I  left  Congress  last  Summer.  Such  parts  of  them,  however, 
as  are  thought  necessary  to  answer  certain  purposes  will  be  sent  forward 
to  the  States — but  under  the  strictest  injunctions  of  Secrecy. 

I  pray  your  Excellency  to  be  assured  of  my  constant  attention  to  the 
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interests  of  the  State — And  of  the  great  respect  &  esteeme  with  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  8c  very  hum- 
ble Servant,  David  Howell 

RC  (R-Ar:  Letters  to  Governors). 

1  For  the  adoption  of  this  May  3,  1784,  resolution,  which  was  opposed  by  only  Howell 
and  John  Francis  Mercer,  seeJCC,  26:331-32. 


William  Samuel  Johnson's  Diary 

[January  13-15,  I785]i 
13th.  Called  upon  Mrs  Verplank — 8c  Coll.  Cook  &  went  with  him  to 
wait  on  The  Presidt.  of  Congress.  Thence  to  the  City  Hall  where  Con- 
gress Assembled  8c  enter'd  upon  Business.  Sat  till  ¥>  after  2.  Dined  with 
Judge  Hobart,  Presidt.  of  Congress  &  his  Secrety.,  Mr.  Jay,  The 
Chan  [cello]  r  &  Mr.  Peter  Livingston  in  Company.  Eveng.  at  Lodgings. 
Biscuit  &  Raisons  12/  Stationary  8/  Exp[ense]s  2/  NY. 

14th.  Visited  Mr.  Ellison,  Mrs.  Verplank  &c.  At  Congress.  Rec'd  Vis- 
its from  Messrs.  Provost,  Beach,  Duer,  Ellison  &c.  Rest  of  the  Day  & 
Eveng.  Examing.  Journals  of  Congs.  Expens.  8/ 

15th.  At  Ludlow,  Buchanans  &c.  Attendd  Congress.  Examing. 
Journs,  Writing  Letters  &c.  Lees  Bill  8/  Cooks.  Expens.  5/ 

MS  (NNC;  Johnson  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  William  Samuel  Johnson. 

1  The  13-page  booklet  in  which  these  entries  are  found  contains  "Memoranda  for  N. 
York,  Trenton,  Philadelphia  8cc"  which  Johnson  recorded  during  three  periods  of  pub- 
lic service:  November  5,  1782-January  21,  1783;  May  1784;  and  December  21,  1784 
through  July  1785.  A  similar  12-page  booklet,  covering  the  period  August  23, 
1785-April  26,  1787,  but  containing  entries  even  briefer  than  those  in  the  former,  is  in 
the  Johnson  Papers  at  CtHi. 

Johnson  was  not  actually  a  diarist,  and  the  value  of  his  daily  "memoranda"  requires 
little  comment.  His  entries  provide  meager  information  for  understanding  his  congres- 
sional career,  but  do  shed  light  on  his  daily  life  as  a  delegate,  his  routines,  and  his  circle 
ot  friends  and  acquaintances  in  New  York. 

The  present  entry  is  the  sole  extract  that  will  appear  in  these  Letters,  although  the  re- 
mainder of  Johnson's  entries  for  January  are  included  in  this  note  to  provide  a  better 
understanding  of  the  document  itself.  By  late  March  the  entries  becoine  even  more 
cryptic  and  thereafter  are  almost  invariably  confined  to  a  single  line,  a  practice  he  also 
continued  throughout  the  1785-87  booklet.  Thereafter  his  remarks  rarely  consist  of 
more  than  the  simple  comment  "Visits  at  Congress"  or  "At  Congress."  They  do,  how- 
ever, enable  the  reader  to  reconstruct  the  periods  of  his  attendance  more  precisely  than 
lor  most  delegates,  which  for  1785  were  as  follows:  January  13  to  February  25;  March  1 1 
to  May  4;  May  19  to  |nlv  29;  August  25  to  October  21;  and  November  22  to  December 
30.  The  remainder  ol  the  'Jan  85"  enti  ies  follow. 

"16th.  Sund[a]y  al  Ch[ur<  |h,  heard  Mr.  Beach.  Dined  at  Mrs.  Verplanks  with  Dr 
Bard.  In  Eveng.  Betsey,  Verplanks,  Templeton  &c  here.  Expens.  8/. 

"17th.  Visited  Mr.  Moor  &c.  At  Congress.  Dined  with  W.  Livingston.  In  Eveng.  at 
home.  Spectacs  1 1/  Sund[r]y  F.xps.  8/ 
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"18th.  Visited  Mr.  Provoost,  Dr.  Romaine  &c.  At  Congress.  Mrs.  Verplanks,  Mr. 
Gerry's.  Went  with  Mr.  King  to  Mr.  Closes  Ball.  Experts.  12/ 

"19th.  Coll.  Ely  here.  At  Mrs.  Verplanks.  Congress.  Dined  with  The  Marina  Society.  In 
Eveng.  at  Academy  of  Polite  Arts.  Watch  8/  Washing  12/ 

"20th.  Capt  Worlent  here.  On  Commee.  &  at  Congress.  The  rest  of  the  Day  at  home 
writing.   Coll.  Cook  here.   Poste.  &  sund[r]y  Expens.  8/9. 

"21st.  Woolcot  here.  At  Congress.  Writing  &  Readg.  Raing.  Expens.  6/8. 

"22d.  Visited  Coll.  Cook,  McEvers,  Watts,  Beach,  Duer,  [Whersars?],  Sayre  &c.  Reed 
Visits  from  Dr.  Charlton,  Mr. J.  Livingston  &c.  Dined  at  Coll.  Sears.  Avery  large  Compy. 
Bar.  Stuben  &c.  Eveng.  Reading  &c.  To  Exps.  7/6. 

"23d.  Sundy.  Unwell.  At  home.  Rec'd  many  Visits.  Sayre.  Opium.  Heada[che].  Cold. 
Exps.  4/6. 

"24th.  Mr.  Ellison  &  others  here.  At  Congress.  Readg  &c.  Expens.  5/6.  Paid  Mrs. 
Miller  [Cowards?]  Board  &  Lodg.  6:10:6.  Washing  9/ 

"25th.  Rain  &  Snow.  Rec'd.  Visits  from  Mr.  Duane,  Ferrars  &c.  At  Congress.  On 
Treasy.  Business.  Cutting  Hair  &c  &c  4/10. 

"26th.  Fine  Weather.  At  Comme. — Congress.  Mrs.  Verplanks.  Visitd.  Mr.  Ellison.  At 
Comme.  Eveng.  Examg.  Journals.  To  Exps.  6/9. 

"27.  Went  to  Mr.  Stuyvesants.  At  Congress.  Commee.  in  Evening.  After  at  Assembly. 
Horse  &  Chair  8/.  Exps.  6/10. 

"28d.  Visitd.  Jno.  Livingston,  Phil.  Livingston,  Dr  Charlton  8c  Mrs.  Ver  Plank.  Dined  at 
Duanes.  Eveng.  Writing  &c.  Exps.  5/4. 

"29th.  Snow.  Rec'd  Visits  from  Col.  Monroe,  Pinckney  &c.  Visited  Coll.  Floyd. 
LeHomedieu,  Smith  &c.  Sta[tiona]ry  Bill,  Cloak.  2:6:0. 

"30th  At  St.  Pauls.  Mr.  Moor  preachd.  Call'd  at  Van  Dams.  Dined  at  Verplanks.  Mr. 
Evers  &  G.  Verplank  there.  Exps.  3/4. 

"31st.  Rec'd.  Visit  from  Coll.  Wadsworth.  At  Congress  on  Ambassadors.  Dind  with 
President.  Eveng.  Capt.  Lamb  here.  To  Expens.  4/3." 


Abiel  Foster  to  Meshech  Weare 

Sir.  New  York  Janury.  14th.  1785. 

I  have  the  honr.  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  my  safe  arrival  in  this 
City  on  the  seventh  Instant,1  where  I  joined  my  Honble.  Colleague  Mr. 
Long.  He  informed  me,  he  had  enclosed  a  Paper  containing  the  reso- 
lution by  which  Congress  stood  adjourned  from  Trenton  to  this 
place.1  This  Sir  will  superceed  the  necessity  of  my  being  particular  on 
this  Head. 

By  the  resolution  you[r]  Excellency  will  perceive  Congress  seem  de- 
termined to  erect  buildings  for  their  accommodation  near  Trenton, 
and  in  the  mean  time  to  reside  in  this  City.  If  this  object  could  be  ef- 
fected, it  would  doubtless  be  convenient;  but  I  conceive  a  consider- 
able time  must  elapse  before  it  can  be  accomplished,  especially  when  I 
consider  that  the  Houses  for  the  accommodation  of  the  several  Dele- 
gations must  be  built  by  their  respective  States. 

If  the  late  movement  however,  does  but  serve  to  fix  Congress,  untill 
the  public  Buildings  are  prepaired  for  its  reception,  it  will  be  better 
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than  the  late  disposition  of  removing  from  place  to  place.  The  re- 
moval of  [the]  Presidents  Honshold,  and  the  Offices  of  Congress,  must 
have  taken  some  time;  the  recess  was  perhaps  longer  than  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  purpose,  but  it  was  the  Voice  of  seven  states, 
and  dissentients  were  obliged  to  acquiess  in  this,  as  well  as  in  the  Vote 
to  adjourn  from  Trenton. 

On  the  thirteenth  Instant  seven  States  attended  at  City-Hall,  and 
proceeded  to  business.  It  is  my  earnest  wish  that  attention,  &  dili- 
gence, may  retrieve  the  time  lost  in  the  removal. 

I  have  the  honr.  to  be  with  great  respect,  Your  Excellencys  Most 
Obedt.  Servt.  Abiel  Foster. 

RC  (MHi:  Weare  Papers). 

1  See  Pierse  Long  to  Weare.  January  1,  nole.  For  discussion  of  conditions  in  post-war 
New  York  City  and  the  political  features  that  shaped  the  state's  reception  of  Congress  in 
1785,  see  Sidney  I.  Pomerantz,  New  York:  An  American  City,  1783-1803,  2d  ed.  (Port 
Washington,  N.Y.:  IraJ.  Friedman,  1965),  pp.  76-108. 


Massachusetts  Delegates  to  John  Rutledge  et  al. 

Sir,  (Copy)  New  York,  14th.  January,  1785. 

We  do  ourselves  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  al- 
ready forwarded  on  the  subject  of  your  appointment  as  one  of  the 
judges  between  Masstts.  &  N.  York.1 

This  measure  is  adopted  from  an  apprehension  of  a  posible  failure 
of  the  original  communication. 

We  have  only  to  add  that  Virginia  being  sentral  to  the  Judges,  we 
shall  not  fail  to  exert  ourselves  in  Congress,  that  the  event  may  be 
held  in  Williamsburgh  in  preference  to  any  other  place,  &  have  not 
the  least  doubt  that  the  measure  will  be  adopted.2 

We  are,  &c  E.  Gerry  G.  Partridge 

S.  Holten  R.  King"5 

Tr  (M-Ar:  Revolutionary  War  Letters).  Addressed:  "Honorable  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr. 
Wythe,  Mr.  Grayson,  Mr.  R.  H.  Harrison."  Endorsed:  "Copy  of  a  Letter  to  the  Members 
of  the  federal  Court  to  try  claim  to  lands  West  of  Hudson  River." 

1  See  Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents  to  James  Monroe,  December  28,  1784. 

2  For  the  January  21  adoption  of  Williamsburg,  Va.,  as  the  site  for  convening  this 
court,  see/CC,  28:13. 

:i  This  letter  was  transmitted  under  cover  of  the  following  letter  of  this  date  to 
"Messrs.  Saml  &  Robt.  Purviance,"  merchants  of  Baltimore. 

"Being  desirous  that  the  Letters  inclosed  should  be  forwarded  without  delay,  we  take 
the  Liberty  of  Requesting  you  to  deliver  them  into  the  post  Office  of  your  place,  on  the 
Rect.  thereof,  and  to  give  us  information  that  they  are  so  far  safe."  Revolutionary  War 
Letters,  M-Ar. 
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Hugh  Williamson  to  John  Dickinson 

Sir,  New  York  January  14th.  1785. 

Yesterday  Congress  received  a  Letter  from  the  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut  dated  the  24th  December  1784,  inclosing  a  Resolve  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  that  State  upon  the  Memorial  of  John 
Franklin  and  others  Settlers  and  Claimers  of  Lands  &c  to  which  the 
right  of  Jurisdiction  was  lately  in  Contest  between  the  States  of  Con- 
necticut and  Pennsylvania.1 

The  Memorialists  bring  Complaints  against  the  Executive  of  the  Cit- 
izens of  Pennsylvania  which  are  sufficiently  pointed  and  bitter  of 
which  I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  a  Copy  as  the  Paper  is  pretty  long 
and  you  may  already  have  received  such  Copy  from  Governor 
Griswald.  The  Act  of  Assembly  transmitted  to  Congress  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words 

"Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  it  is  expedient  for  the  Memorialists 
to  pursue  their  Application  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  a 
Trial  of  their  Right  of  Soil  and  Possession  agreeably  to  the  ninth  of 
the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  that  this  State  will  countenance  and 
patronize  them  in  such  Application  and  Tryal  in  order  to  obtain  for 
them  that  Justice  this  State  apprehends  the  Memorialists  are  entitled 
to.  And  the  delegates  from  this  State  in  Congress  are  directed  to  give 
them  all  necessary  Assistance  in  the  premises.  And  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  is  requested  to  address  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  on 
the  Subject  of  their  Situation  and  Sufferings  and  also  address  a  full 
State  of  their  Claim  &c  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating 
against  the  Barbarities  and  Cruelties  exercised  towards  the  Memorial- 
ists and  request  a  Redress  of  their  Grievances  and  a  Restoration  of 
their  Rights,  Properties  and  possessions  under  the  protection  of  the 
Laws  and  Government  of  said  State  of  Pennsylvania."  The  Letter  from 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  and  the  inclosed  papers  are 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  which  is  to  set  on  Tues- 
day the  twenty  fourth  instant.2 

If  there  had  been  any  Member  present  from  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia it  would  have  been  their  duty  to  inform  Your  Excellency  of  the 
Train  in  which  this  unpleasing  but  very  serious  Business  is  placed,  and 
they  would  doubtless,  in  a  more  clear  and  pointed  manner  than  I 
have  been  able  to  do  it,  have  justified  the  State  in  shewing  that  her 
late  Conduct  on  this  very  head  is  a  full  proof  that  she  is  by  no  means 
inattentive  to  the  Cries  of  those  who  complain. 

As  You  may  probably  wish  to  be  represented  in  Congress  when  the 
Letter  and  other  Papers  from  Connecticut  are  to  be  considered  or 
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may  at  least  wish  that  Congress  be  fully  informed  of  the  late  as  well 
as  the  former  proceedings  of  the  Executive  and  Legislative  of  Penn- 
sylvania respecting  those  Susquehanna  Claimants  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  giving  You  the  above  information  as  I  cannot  cease  to  feel 
myself  interested  in  the  Peace  and  Reputation  of  a  State  which  gave 
me  Birth.3 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  utmost  Regard  Sir,  Your  most  obedi- 
ent and  very  humble  Servant,  Hugh  Williamson. 

Tr  (PHarH:RG27). 

1  Gov.  Matthew  Griswold's  letter,  the  October  20  memorial  of  the  Wyoming  Valley  set- 
tlers, and  two  copies  of  the  entire  resolve  of  the  Connecticut  assembly,  part  of  which  is 
quoted  below,  are  in  PCC,  item  66,  2:276-79,  282-89.  See  also  Susquehannah  Co.  Papers, 
8:123-26,  139-41,  161n.2. 

These  latest  submissions  in  the  Yankee-Pennamite  struggle  in  the  Wyoming  Valley  fol- 
lowed the  failure  of  Congress  the  preceding  June  to  act  on  a  committee  recommenda- 
tion to  postpone  the  June  28  meeting  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania  agents  for  se- 
lecting judges  to  determine  the  private  right  of  soil  or  to  consider  Zebulon  Butler's  May 
7  petition  concerning  the  harsh  treatment  of  Connecticut  settlers  by  Pennsylvania  offi- 
cials. See  Committee  of  Congress  Report,  January  21;  Roger  Sherman  tojohn  Franklin, 
February  21;  Sherman  to  Zebulon  Butler,  June  15;  and  Edward  Hand  to  Catharine 
Hand,  June  29,  1784,  note  2. 

2  In  fact,  Tuesday  the  25th,  when  the  committee  of  the  whole  postponed  further  ac- 
tion on  Griswold's  letter.  Not  until  August  19  did  Congress  set  aside  September  15  for 
further  consideration. 

For  discussion  of  this  Connecticut  effort  to  secure  a  trial  to  determine  private  right  of 
soil  in  the  Wyoming  Valley,  which  was  apparently  quickly  reconsidered  when  it  ap- 
peared that  Pennsylvania  was  better  prepared  to  present  its  case  to  Congress,  in  part  be- 
cause of  Williamson's  alert  to  Dickinson,  see  Susquehannah  Co.  Papers,  8:xxii-xxiv. 

3  For  Dickinson's  January  18  reply,  see  Pa.  Archives,  1st  ser.  10:397. 


Abiel  Foster  to  Meshech  Weare 

Sir.  New  York  15th  January.  1785. 

In  the  Letter  of  Yesterday  which  I  had  the  honr.  to  address  to  your 
Excellency,  I  forgot  to  acknowlege  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  six- 
teenth of  Decemr.  It  did  not  come  to  hand  untill  my  arrival  in  this 
place,  and  I  imediately  enclosed  it  to  the  Deputy  Pay  Master  at 
Philadelphia,1  requesting  him  to  furnish  me  as  early  as  possible  with 
the  information  which  you  were  pleased  to  desire:  I  shall  forward  it 
without  loss  of  time  on  the  receipt.  I  have  the  honr.  to  be  with  respect 
Your  Excellencys  Obedt  Servt,  Abiel  Foster. 

RC  (MHi:  Weare  Papers). 

1  See  Foster  to  Joseph  Howell,  January  10,  note  2. 
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Pierse  Long  to  John  Sullivan 

Dear  General,  New  Yorkjany  15th.  1785 

Your  very  agreeable  favour  of  the  7th  ulto.  I  received  the  morning  I 
left  Portsmo.  Your  expressions  of  Friendship  contained  therein,  claim 
my  warmest  acknowledgments.  The  Honble.  Mr.  Foster — my  worthy 
Colleague  (who  presents  his  respectful  complimts.)  informs  me  the 
Baron  Stuben  has  not  as  yet  made  any  applications  to  Congress — no 
doubt  when  that  time  comes  his  merit  will  have  due  weight  with  that 
Body.  I  have  no  doubt  but  ere  this  you  are  acquainted  with  the  re- 
solves of  Congress  to  build  a  federal  Town,  and  till  that  is  compleated 
to  hold  their  sessions  in  this  City.  Please  to  accept  of  the  inclos'd  tho' 
barren  paper. 

Conclude,  With  sentiments  of  Respect  and  Esteem,  Sir,  Your  most 
Obt.  Serv,  Pierse  Long 

RC  (MHi:  Sullivan  Papers). 


William  Samuel  Johnson  to  Samuel  William  Johnson 

My  Dear  Billy,  New  Yorkjany.  16th.  1785 

I  hardly  know  what  to  say  in  Answer  to  yrs.  of  the  14th.  On  the  one 
hand  your  Health  is  of  the  last  Importance — is  indeed  everything.  If 
therefore  there  is  not  a  good  Prospect  of  your  recovering  that  without 
a  Voyage,  &  a  probability  of  its  being  of  service  to  you  in  that  respect, 
there  is  no  room  to  hesitate,  you  sho'd  by  all  means  go.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  will  be  a  great  loss  of  business,  8c  an  extreme  embarrassment 
to  all  our  affairs  for  you  to  leave  them  in  the  situation  they  now  are,  & 
while  am  under  the  necessity  of  being  absent  from  them:  And  what  is 
of  yet  greater  Importance  that  you  sho'd  loose  this  fine  Opportunity 
of  Initiating  yourself  in  Business.  An  opportunity  which  may  not  easily 
be  retrived.  Yet  all  this  is  nothing  if  your  health  requires  it.  As  things 
have  turned  out  in  respect  to  your  &  yr.  Sisters  health,  I  lament  ex- 
ceedingly my  having  accepted  this  Appointment  to  attend  Congress, 
but  I  am  now  too  far  engaged  to  retreat,  &  we  must  e'en  do  the  best 
we  can  in  this  embarrass'd  situation.  My  Opinion  therefore  is  at  present, 
that  you  be  making  all  the  preparation  you  can  for  the  Voyage,  so  that 
you  may  not  fail  of  the  Opportunity  which  now  presents  of  going,  if  it 
be  necessary,  but  if  you  find  any  favorable  Alteration  in  your  health 
(as  God  grant  you  may)  that  after  all  you  omit  it.  The  Mode  you  pro- 
pose for  providing  for  it,  is  the  right  one,  to  get  Horses,  Cattle  &c 
from  my  Debtors,  to  whom  you  had  best  apply  immediately  &  see  what 
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they  can  engage  for.  I  have  not  the  highest  Opinion  of  Benjamin,  per- 
haps not  so  good  as  he  Merits.  If"  therefore  the  other  Vessell  be  as 
good,  &  the  Captain  Clever,  I  sho'd  prefer  that.  But  make  full  en- 
quiries upon  the  subject,  for  very  much  in  every  respect  depends 
upon  your  Captain.  Woosters  being  himself  on  Board  would  help 
much  to  secure  you  good  treatment  from  him,  as  well  as  be  Company 
for  you.  Write  me  particularly  by  the  Stage  or  Posts,  how  you  are  in 
point  of  Health,  &  I  will  also  if  I  have  Opportunity  advise  further  with 
Dr.  Bard  upon  the  subject,  that  I  may  be  able  to  give  a  more  decisive 
Judgment  with  respect  to  it.1  Advise  also  if  you  please  with  Dr.  Nicoll, 
but  after  all  your  own  Judgment  8c  feelings  must  deside,  8c  God  grant 
we  may  determine  right,  &  do  that  which  is  best  for  you  in  every  re- 
spect. I  am  happy  that  Nancy  is  so  Comfortable.  Heaven  grant  it  may 
continue.  With  tenderest  Love  to  her  &  all  of  you,  I  remain,  Yr.  most 
affectionate  Father  &  Friend,  Wm.  Saml.  Johnson 

RC  (CtHi: Johnson  Papers). 

1  Johnson  did  indeed  have  an  opportunity  to  consult  with  Dr.  Bard  "upon  the  sub- 
ject," and  returned  to  it  again  in  letters  to  Billy  of  January  20  and  30,  which  are  also  in 
the  Johnson  Papers,  CtHi.  "With  respect  to  your  proposed  Voyage,"  he  wrote  on  the 
20th,  "I  have  since  seen  Dr  Bardjunr.  who  also,  after  all,  leaves  the  Question  without  an 
absolute  determination.  He  says  That  your  Case,  in  common  with  all  Complaints  of  this 
Nature,  sho'd  be  early  attended  to — that  Voyaging  &  change  of  a  colder,  for  a  warmer, 
Climate  have  been  found  very  useful  in  such  Cases,  but  whether  it  sho'd  be  done  imme- 
diately in  your  Case,  was  a  Question  of  expediency  which  it  was  difficult  absolutely  to 
decide.  It  might  be  a  very  useful  precaution,  tho'  not  perhaps  absolutely  necessary.  But, 
tho'  he  left  it  thus  uncertain,  he  seemed  to  think  it  rather  adviseable  to  go,  in  Case  your 
hoarseness  &  other  Symptoms  continued  in  any  considerable  degree.  And  what  better 
Opinion  is  it  possible  for  me  to  give,  as  I  have  said  in  a  former  Letter,  without  seeing  & 
conversing  with  you.  It  seems  necessary  therefore  for  me  to  leave  it  to  you  &  your  Mama 
to  determine  it  with  such  Advice  as  you  have  upon  the  spot,  upon  considering  your  par- 
ticular Symptoms  &  appearance  at  the  time  I  have  mentioned  before,  all  the  Objections 
there  are  against  it,  but  believe  I  have  already  said,  &  I  repeat  it,  they  are  nothing,  & 
ought  to  have  no  manner  of  weight  if  your  health  requires  you  to  go.  Besides  consider 
my  dear  Son,  if  I  sho'd  give  a  possitive  opinion  either  way,  without  fuller  means  of  Judg- 
ing, than  thus  absent  I  can  be  possessd  of,  &  it  sho'd  turn  out  Illy.  &  especially,  if  I  sho'd 
determine  against  your  going,  &  your  Health  which  is  so  precious  to  me,  shod  not  re- 
vive soon  alter  having  lost  this  opportunity,  how  extremely  unhappy  it  would  make  me 
to  have  prevented  in  any  degree  a  measure  which  might  have  been  of  utility  to  you. 
Consider  therefore,  I  beseech  you,  for  yourself,  consult  your  own  feelings,  situation,  8c 
Inclinations  (for  if  you  have  a  strong  Inclination  to  go,  &  think  it  would  be  beneficial  to 
you,  I  would  by  no  means  prevent  it,  even  if  I  tho't  it  less  expedient  than  I  think  it  may 
be)  advise  with  all  around  you,  &  then  determine  for  yourself;  &  be  assured  I  shall  not 
only  cheerfully  acquiessce  in  it,  but  believe  you  have  determined  right.  It  is  an  event 
which  not  only  regards  your  present  health,  but  which  may  give  an  entire  new  turn  & 
stroke  to  yr.  whole  future  life  &  business,  which  is  an  additional  reason  why  it  sho'd 
rather  be  eventually  decided  by  you  than  by  me.  Having  said  all  that  occurs  to  me  upon 
the  subject,  Whether  you  go  or  stay  you  have  my  Approbation,  because  I  have  no  doubt 
you  will  decide  agreeably  to  what  appears  best  upon  the  whole,  &  I  shall  continually 
pray  God  to  lead  you  to  a  right  determination." 
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For  Johnson's  continued  preoccupation  with  Billy's  plans  to  take  a  trip  to  the  West  In- 
dies for  the  improvement  of  his  health,  see  Johnson  to  Samuel  William  Johnson,  Febru- 
ary 5,  1785. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  George  Washington 

Dear  Sir,  New  Yorkjany.  16.  1785 

I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  last  by  the  post  that  left  Trenton 
just  before  I  quitted  that  place,1  and  I  should  not  so  soon  have  trou- 
bled you  again,  if  it  were  not  to  furnish  you  with  the  very  excellent 
pamphlet  that  accompanies  this  letter.2  Doctor  Price  has  lately  sent 
over  a  few  of  those  pamphlets  to  the  President  of  Congress  and  left 
the  disposal  of  them  to  him.  I  am  very  sure  that  I  shall  gratify  the  Doc- 
tors feelings  as  well  as  my  own,  when  I  request  your  acceptance  of  one 
of  them.3  We  have  no  news  here,  except  the  account  brought  by  the 
packet  from  England  just  arrived,  and  which  is  current  in  Town — that 
the  war  between  the  Emperor  8c  Holland  has  certainly  commenced.  A 
small  engagement,  near  Lille  upon  the  Scheldt,  has  taken  place  in 
which  a  Dutch  regiment  is  said  to  have  lost  20  or  30  men.  Prussia  is 
said  to  have  taken  part  with  Holland,  &  the  Empress  of  Russia  with  the 
Emperor.  It  is  probable  that  this  quarrel,  if  it  proceeds,  will  embroil 
the  greatest  part  of  Europe.  I  hope  Great  Britain  will  find  herself  com- 
pelled to  engage. 

My  best  respects  attend  your  Lady.  I  am  dear  Sir,  with  the  truest  es- 
teem &  regard  sincerely  yours,  Richard  Henry  Lee 

RC  (DLC:  Washington  Papers). 

1  See  Lee  to  Washington,  December  26,  1784. 

2  That  is,  Dr.  Richard  Price's  Observations  on  the  Importance  of  the  American  Revolution, 
and  the  Means  of  Making  it  a  Benefit  to  the  World  (London,  1784),  which  was  reprinted  in 
Boston,  Philadelphia,  and  Charleston.  Cf.  Evans,  Am.  Bibliography,  no.  19,937. 

:i  Washington  acknowledged  receipt  of  Price's  pamphlet  in  his  letter  to  Lee  of  Febru- 
ary 8.  Washington,  Papers  (Abbot),  Confederation  Series,  2:330-33. 


Samuel  Hardy  to  Patrick  Henry 

Sir.  New  York  17.  January  1785. 

I  do  myself  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  enclosed 
Copy  of  a  Memorial  from  some  of  the  Citizens  of  Virginia  praying  to 
be  indulged  with  a  seperate  Government.  It  came  enclosed  in  a  letter 
from  Arthur  Campbell  to  the  President  of  Congress  who  I  suppose 
was  the  parent  of  the  Scheme.1 
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In  my  last-  I  informed  you  of  the  re[moval]  of  Congress  from  Tren- 
ton to  this  place,  [&  the]  passage  of  an  ordinance  establishing  the 
temporary  &  permanent  residence  of  that  body. 

With  great  respect  I  have  the  honour  to  be  Your  Excellencys  Most 
Obedt.  humble  servant.  S.  Hardy 

ENCLOSURE 

To  the  honorable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Freemen  inhabiting  the  Country  Westward  of 
the  Allegany  or  Apalachian  Mountain,  and  Southward  of  the  Oua- 
sioto,  Humbly  sheweth, 

That  having  been  made  acquainted  with  several  Resolves  and  other 
Acts  of  Congress  respecting  western  territory,  and  having  considered 
maturely  the  contents  of  the  same,  we  are  highly  pleased  with  that 
equal  respect  for  the  liberties  of  the  People  which  seems  to  influence 
the  Councils  of  Congress.  That  nothing  but  a  firm  adherence  to  the 
principles  of  the  Confederation,  and  a  sacred  regard  to  the  rights  of 
mankind,  could  produce  the  late  Resolves  for  laying  off  new  Indepen- 
dant  States;  thereby  pointing  out  such  effectual  measures  to  prevent 
the  encroachments  of  arbitrary  power  on  the  Asylums  of  freedom. 

That  we  are  happy  to  find  so  large  a  part  of  western  territory  al- 
ready ceded  to  the  United  States  for  national  purposes,  and  trust  that 
every  Obstacle  will  speedily  be  removed,  for  the  completion  of  that 
business,  by  the  individual  States  affected  thereby  That  we  are  too 
much  elated  at  the  prospect  before  us,  not  to  wish  that  we  may  speed- 
ily enjoy  the  advantages  of  such  a  Government  as  will  be  exercised 
over  a  convenient  territory,  not  too  small  for  the  support  of  authority, 
nor  too  large  for  the  security  of  freedom. 

That  our  situation  is  such;  inhabiting  valleys,  intermixed  with  and 
environed  by  vast  wilds  of  barren  and  inaccessible  mountains,  that  the 
same  comprehension  of  latitude  allotted  to  the  new  States,  Northwest 
of  the  Ohio,  might  prevent  us  from  ever  being  on  an  equal  footing 
with  our  neighbours,  blessed  with  so  many  natural  advantages,  naviga- 
ble waters,  and  a  level  ferfile  Country. 

That  a  State  bounded  by  a  Meridian  line  that  will  touch  the  conflu- 
ence of  Little  River  near  Ingles  Ferry,  thence  down  the  Kanhawa  to 
the  Ronceverte  or  Green  Briar  River;  thence  Southwest  to  Latitude 
37°  North,  thence  along  the  same  to  the  meridian  of  the  rapids  of  the 
Ohio,  South  along  that  meridian  untill  it  touches  the  Tenesee  or 
Cherokee  river;  down  the  same  to  the  part  nearest  of  latitude  34°, 
South  to  the  same;  and  eastwardly  on  that  parallel,  to  the  top  of  the 
Apalachian  mountains;  and  along  the  highest  parts  of  the  same,  and 
the  heights  that  divide  the  sources  of  the  waters  that  fall  into  the  Mis- 
sissippi, from  those  that  empty  into  the  Atlantic  to  the  Beginning. 
This  tho'  not  equal  in  quantity  of  habitable  lands,  with  the  adjoining 
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States,  yet  may  be  sufficient  territory  for  a  Society  that  wishes  to  en- 
courage industry  and  temperance  as  cardinal  virtues. 

That  in  our  present  settlements  we  have  maintained  our  ground 
during  the  late  perilous  war,  and  frequently  gave  effectual  aid  to  our 
brethren  to  the  South  and  Eastward,  that  we  are  first  occupants  and 
Aborigines  of  this  Country,  freemen  claiming  natural  rights  and  the 
privileges  of  American  Citizens. 

Our  prayer  therefore  is,  that  your  honorable  Body,  with  a  generous 
regard  to  the  rights  of  mankind,  would  speedily  erect  the  aforesaid  de- 
scribed territory  into  a  free  and  independent  State,  subject  to  the 
fcederal  bond,  and  likewise  confirm  and  guarantee  to  its  inhabitants 
all  their  equitable  rights  and  privileges  acquired  under  the  laws  of  the 
States  lately  claiming  this  territory;  that  the  disposition  of  the  vacant 
lands  be  under  the  power  of  the  legislature  of  the  new  State  in  as  full 
a  manner  as  that  exercised  by  such  of  the  Eastern  States  having  unap- 
propriated lands,  with  this  reservation,  that  the  monies  arising  from 
the  sale  of  vacant  lands  shall  be  faithfully  paid  to  the  order  of  Con- 
gress, towards  the  payment  of  the  national  debt. 
And  your  Memorialists  shall  ever  pray,  &c. 

Approved  and  subscribed  by  us  in  behalf  of  ourselves  and  the 
freemen  of  our  respective  districts  whom  we  represent. 

Chas.  Cummins,  Chairman  Thomas  Woolsey 

John  Campbell     \  Jonn  Campbell  Senr. 

John  Jameson        1  Richard  Brownlow 

Robt.  Buchanan    f  John  Davis 

Alexr.  Wiley  \  Committeemen      Matthew  Willoughby 

Wm.  Tate  1  Gilbert  Christian 

George  Finley        I  J°hn  Anderson 

John  Kincaid        /  David  Looney 

Arthur  Campbell  J°hn  Adair 

RC  (Vi:  Continental  Congress  Papers).  Enclosure  (DNA:  PCC,  item  48).  Endorsed:  "A 
Copy  or  Duplicate."  This  text  is  reproduced  from  the  copy  of  the  memorial  actually  re- 
ceived by  Congress  rather  than  the  copy  transcribed  for  Henry  which  is  in  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  Papers,  Vi. 

1  Campbell's  letter  to  Congress  of  November  18,  1784,  had  been  enclosed  in  a 
"Packet"  sent  to  Samuel  Purviance  in  Baltimore  who  then  forwarded  it  to  Richard 
Henry  Lee  under  separate  cover  on  December  20.  Although  Gaillard  Hunt  had  spec  u- 
lated  that  Campbell's  Idler  had  been  read  in  Congress  on  December  10  "or  an  approxi- 
mate date,"  the  editor  of  the  succeeding  volume  of  the  journals,  John  ( '..  Fitzpatrick, 
correctly  noted  that  Purviance's  letter  and  its  enclosures  were  read  on  January  13.  See 
JCC,  27:680n,  28:  In  These  included  Campbell's  letter  warning  of  impending  warfare 
with  the  Cherokee  Indians  and  a  memorial  (see  enclosure)  appealing  for  statehood  for 
the  Virginia  setders  in  Washington  County  around  Cumberland  Cap  in  conjunction 
with  the  North  Carolina  inhabitants  of  the  vallcv  ol  the  upper  Tennessee  (the  nascent 
state  of  Franklin)-  See  PCC,  item  18,  lols.  273-84.  Congress  took  no  action  on  the 
memorial  having  received  the  preceding  month  at  Trenton  North  ( iarolina's  revocation 
ol  its  western  land  cession  of  June   1784,  for  which  sec  Richard  Dobbs  Spaight   to 
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Alexander  Martin,  December  18,  1784,  note  1.  See  also  Spaight  to  Richard  Caswell, 
June  5,  1785.  Gov.  Henry,  however,  submitted  the  memorial  to  the  Virginia  assembly  on 
October  17,  1785,  warning  of  the  threat  to  Virginia's  frontier  if  the  citizens  of  Washing- 
ton County  were  permitted  "to  break  off  from  this  commonwealth,  and  attach  them- 
selves to  the  newly-assumed  government"  of  Franklin  which  itself  threatened  "to  destroy 
the  peace  of  North  Carolina."  The  assembly  promptly  enacted  a  law  making  it  high  trea- 
son to  erect  an  independent  government  within  Virginia  territory  except  by  act  of  as- 
sembly and  empowering  the  governor  to  call  out  the  militia  to  suppress  any  such  effort. 
See  Henry,  Patrick  Henry,  3:326-27;  and  Hening,  Statutes,  12:41-^42.  For  Arthur  Camp- 
bell's involvement  in  the  separatist  movement  along  the  western  frontier,  see  Samuel  C. 
Williams,  History  of  the  Lost  State  of  Franklin,  rev.  ed.  (New  York:  Press  of  the  Pioneers, 
1933),  pp.  5-12,  32-33,  45-55;  Patricia  Watlington,  The  Partisan  Spirit:  Kentucky  Politics, 
1779-1792  (New  York:  Atheneum;  Published  for  the  Institute  of  Early  American  History 
and  Culture  at  Williamsburg,  Virginia,  1972),  pp.  47-50,  60-63,  68,  77-78,  98,  121-22; 
and  Peter  S.  Onuf,  The  Origins  of  the  Federal  Republic:  Jurisdictional  Controversies  in  the 
United  States,  1775-1787  (Philadelphia:  University  of  Pennsylvania  Press,  1983),  pp. 
34-35,  38-39,  155-56. 
2  Not  found. 


Walter  Livingston  to  Robert  Livingston 

Hond.  Sir  New  York  Jany.  18.  85 

On  Thursday  last  Congress  made  a  House  and  have  proceeded  to 
business,  the  gentlemen  seem  to  be  v/ell  pleased  with  the  reception 
they  have  met  with  since  they  have  been  here. 

There  is  no  news  except  such  as  is  contained  in  the  papers  which  I 
have  given  to  brother  Henry.  War  between  the  Emperor  and  Holland 
seems  inevitable  and  will  involve  almost  all  Europe.  I  wrote  you  by 
Jack  to  know  if  you  have  any  objection  to  become  my  Security  pro- 
vided I  accept  of  an  offer  from  the  Public  of  a  Place  mentioned  in  that 
letter.1  Cornelia  joins  me  in  love  to  Mama  and  Yourself.  Your  affece. 
Son.  Walter  Livingston 

RC  (NHpH:  Livingston  Papers  deposit,  1973). 
1  See  Livingston  to  Robert  Livingston,  January  3. 


Joseph  Gardner  to  John  Dickinson 

Sir  New  York  Jany  19th  1785 

Herewith  I  have  the  Honor  to  inclose  to  your  Excellency  a  Copy  of 
three  papers  presented  by  the  Delegates  of  Connecticut  to  Congress 
tending  to  revive  the  Old  dispute  between  the  two  States.1  I  did  not  ar- 
rive here  till  Saturday  afternoon  consequently  had  it  not  in  my  power 
to  transmit  Copies  earlier — it  will  be  impossible  for  Council  to  for- 
ward such  papers  and  information  upon  that  subject  before  the  day  it 
is  ordered  for  consideration  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  which  you'll 
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observe  by  the  indorsement — but  suppose  it  will  not  be  attended  with 
difficulty  to  get  it  Postponed  Untill  the  papers  can  be  received.  I  hope 
your  Excellency  and  the  Council  will  see  the  necessity  of  forwarding 
all  the  information  in  your  power  upon  this  subject  since  the  decree 
at  Trenton  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  Henry  is  not  yet  arrived — shou'd  he  not  have  left  Philada  Coun- 
cil will  have  it  in  their  Power  to  avail  themselves  of  giving  him  every 
Verbal  information  and  of  a  safe  conveyance  by  him. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  your  Excellencys  and  Councils  Very  humble 
Servt,  Jos.  Gardner 

RC  (PHi:  Gratt  Collection). 

1  For  the  transmittal  of  these  documents  to  President  Dickinson  by  North  Carolina 
delegate  Hugh  Williamson  (a  native  Pennsylvanian)  because  Pennsylvania  was  unrepre- 
sented when  they  were  presented  to  Congress,  see  Williamson  to  Dickinson,  January  14. 


Charles  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book 

[January  19-29,  1785] 
1785  New  York 

Januy  19th.  Sent  to  the  Mayor  of  this  City — Copy  of  Resolve  of  Congress 
of  18th  Inst,  accepting  of  the  City  Hall  for  the  holding  their  sessions  &c.' 

20th.  Sent  to  Mr.  Provost  his  Appo[intmen]t  as  Chaplain  to  Congress.2 

24th.  Sent  to  the  President  to  be  forwarded  13  Copies  of  resolve  of 
20  Inst,  covering3 — each  a  Copy  of  Mr  Adams's  Letter  of  3d  Novemr. 
1784  &  Extract  of  joint  Letter  from  our  Ministers  in  Europe  directed 
by  s[ai]d  Resolution  to  be  sent  to  the  several  States  under  injunctions 
of  secresy. 

Sent  to  the  Agents  for  Massachusetts  &  New  York — Notification 
that  Williamsburgh  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  in  the  place  ap- 
pointed by  Congress  for  holding  the  Court  for  determining  the  Con- 
troversy between  sd.  States.4 

26th.  Sent  to  Mr  John  Lewis  Gervais,  Mr  Samuel  Osgood  8c  Mr  Wal- 
ter Livingston  each,  a  Copy  of  their  Appointt.  as  Commissioners  of  the 
Board  of  Treasury — covering  Copy  of  the  Ordinance  for  putting  the 
Department  of  Finance  into  Commission.5 

27th.  Sent  to  the  Secretary  in  the  War  Office,  Copy  of  Resolve  of 
26th  Inst,  directing  Continenl.  Treasurer  to  furnish  P.  Audibert  D. 
Paymaster  with  359  12/90  Dollars  being  the  Amot.  of  subsis[tenc]e  to 
Officers  in  service  for  the  month  of  Januy.6 

Deliver' d  Mr.  King  Copy  of  Memorial  of  Agents  of  New  York  ob- 
jecting to  Williamsburgh  as  a  place  proper  for  holding  the  Court  for 
determining  the  Contro[vers]y  between  sd.  State  &  Massachusetts.7 
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The  injunction  of  secrecy  removed  from  so  much  of  the  joint 
Letter  of  1 1th  November  from  Messrs.  Adams,  Franklin  &  Jefferson  as 
relates  to  the  negotiations  respecting  bona  fide  debts — So  that  the 
Delegates  may  send  Extracts  to  the  Legislatures  of  their  respective 
States — Jany.  27.  1785 — motion  Mr  King.8 

28th.  Sent  to  Mr.  James  Milligan  Comptroller  of  Accots. 

A  Memorial  of  Giles  Wolcott  with  the  papers  accompanying  the 
same  and  Copy  of  the  resolution  directing  them  to  be  forwarded.9 

29.  Delivered  Mr  Monroe  four  Copies  of  a  report  of  a  Committee 
under  consideration  in  the  whole  23  pages.10 

Sent  to  Mr  Charles  Hellstedt  Swedish  Consul — 12  Notifications 
to  the  States  of  his  Appt  as  Consul  for  Sweden  to  reside  at  Philaa." 

MS  (DNA:  PCC,  item  181).  In  the  hand  of  Benjamin  Bankson.  A  continuation  of  Thom- 
son's Memorandum  Book,  December  6-24,  1784. 

i  See  JCC,  28:7-9. 

'-'Ibid.,  p.  11. 

3  See  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  the  States,  January  24,  note. 

4  For  this  January  21  decision,  see  JCC,  28:13. 

5  See  JCC,  27:469-71,  28:18. 

6  Ibid.,  p.  19. 

7  Thisjanuary  26  memorial  to  Congress  is  in  PCC,  item  67,  2:515-18. 

x  Thomson  did  not  enter  this  motion  on  the  journals,  but  it  may  have  been  the  sub- 
ject at  issue  when  Congress  adopted  a  new  rule  on  the  27th  and  resolved  "That  when- 
ever a  question  shall  be  depending  between  a  larger  and  a  smaller  sum,  a  longer  or  a 
shorter  time,  the  question  shall  first  be  put  upon  the  largest  sum  and  the  longest  time." 
See  JCC,  28:23n.l.  For  the  congressional  rules  in  effect  at  this  time,  and  their  somewhat 
chaotic  evolution,  see  JCC,  20:476-82,  22:75-76,  24:98,  109,  131,  344,  28:38;  and  these 
Letters,  19:402n.3,  713n.3,  762n.4. 

9  W'olcott's  January  19  memorial  is  in  PCC,  item  41,  10:609-1 1.  For  the  enclosed  reso- 
lution, see  JCC,  28:24. 

10  Not  identified. 

11  See  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book,  December  6—24,  note  1. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Pieter  Johan  Van  Berckel 

Sir,  New  York,  January  20,  1785. 

I  have  the  honour  to  send  your  excellency  two  letters  that  came 
under  cover  from  France.1  Tis  with  pleasure  I  learn  from  Mr.  Adams, 
that  it  is  probable  the  negotiations  of  this  winter  may  prevent  the 
progress  of  hostilities  in  the  spring,  between  the  United  Netherlands, 
and  the  emperor.  And  also  that  the  spirits  of  your  countrymen  suffer 
no  dejection,  but  that  on  the  contrary,  they  are  with  much  diligence 
and  wisdom  composing  party  quarrels,  and  preparing  for  the  defence 
of  the  republic.  Be  so  good  as  to  present  my  compliments  to  your  son, 
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and  be  assured  that  I  am,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem  and  regard 
sir,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

Richard  Henry  Lee. 

MS  not  found;  reprinted  from  Richard  H.  Lee,  Memoir  of  the  Life  of  Richard  Henry  Lee  and 
His  Correspondence.  .  .  ,  2  vols.  (Philadelphia:  H.  C.  Carey  and  I.  Lea,  1825),  2:55. 

1  Undoubtedly  letters  from  C.W.F.  Dumas  to  Congress  of  October  8  and  12,  1784, 
which  were  enclosed  in  an  October  20  letter  from  John  Adams  that  was  received  this  day. 
See  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-89,  1:465-66,  3:519-24;  and  PCC,  item  185,  fol.  110. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Thomas  Lee  Shippen 

N.  York  20th  Jany.  1785.  Thanks  his  nephew  for  clothing  that  Ship- 
pen's  tailor  had  made  for  him,1  and  complains  of  some  loss  in  the  sale 
of  his  horses.  "I  have  not  yet  got  into  my  House,2  but  I  have  hired  a 
very  spacious  and  elegant  one,  where  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  see  you 
&  your  worthy  father.  The  people  here  are  very  hospitable  and  kind  I 
assure  you.  If  it  is  in  my  power  to  serve  your  friend  Cutting,3  I  will  do 
it  with  much  pleasure  upon  your  knowledge  and  opinion  of  him." 

RC  (DLC:  Shippen  Family  Papers).  Lee,  Letters  (Ballagh),  2:324-25. 

1  In  a  letter  to  Shippen  of  January  17,  Lee  had  observed  that  "Mr.  Barthold  has  by 
this  time  I  suppose  rigged  me  out  in  such  a  manner  as  to  convert  the  old  President  into 
a  young  Beau.  Very  well,  if  for  the  good  of  my  Country  I  must  be  a  Beau,  why  I  will  be  a 
Beau."  Ibid.,  pp.  322-23. 

2  In  his  January  17  letter  Lee  had  also  informed  Shippen  that  he  had  "hired  Mrs. 
Franklins  house. ...  It  is  a  very  elegant  House,  and  provided  with  every  accommoda- 
tion." The  house  belonged  to  the  widow  of  New  York  merchant  Walter  Franklin,  Maria 
Bowen  Franklin,  who  married  Samuel  Osgood  the  following  spring.  The  Osgoods  later 
rented  the  house  to  Washington  when  he  became  President.  DAB. 

3  See  Lee  to  William  Shippen,  February  7,  note  1. 


Charles  Thomson  to  John  Dickinson 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  Jany  20.  1785 

I  received  yesterday  your  letter  of  the  14  with  the  reply  to  the  mes- 
sage of  the  general  Assembly.1  I  am  well  pleased  with  the  reply,  as  far 
as  it  is  directed  against  the  Measure  in  general,  which  I  consider  as  un- 
wise 8c  impolitic  as  it  tends  to  sap  the  foundation  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment to  bring  upon  the  state  a  load  of  public  debt  beyond  its  pro- 
portion, and  at  the  same  time  expose  it  to  loss  of  public  character  and 
a  charge  of  ingratitude,  selfishness  &  want  of  faith  &  national  honor, 
in  confining  its  views  to  its  own  citizens  without  any  regard  to  the  en- 
gagements, stipulations  8c  solemn  contracts  &  treaties  entered  into  by 


124  JANUARY20,  1785 

its  delegates  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  What  will  France  & 
Holland  think  of  our  national  faith,  our  honor  or  our  gratitude,  or 
what  will  the  other  nations  of  Europe  think  of  them,  if  they  see  the 
states  attending  solely  to  their  own  citizens  without  paying  any  regard 
to  those  who  generously  stepped  in  to  our  relief,  succoured  us  in  the 
hour  of  extreme  distress  &  rescued  us  from  impending  ruin?  &  will 
not  this  be  the  case  in  every  state  if  Pensylvania  sets  the  example?  Eng- 
land represents  us  as  a  rope  of  sand  &  delays  to  comply  with  her  en- 
gagements in  the  definitive  treaty  and  to  evacuate  the  posts  she  holds 
within  our  territory  which  were  to  be  given  up  with  all  Convenient 
speed.  France,  which  on  the  Eve  of  being  involved  in  Another  War,  is 
jealous  that  we  mean  to  leave  her  embarrassed  not  only  with  the  ad- 
vances she  made  to  us  herself  but  with  the  engagements  she  entered 
into  to  procure  us  pecuniary  aid,  when  her  own  finances  would  not 
admit  of  further  supplies.  The  individuals  in  Holland  that  trusted  our 
faith  &  honor  pledged  are  now  looking  with  anxious  expectation  for  a 
compliance  with  the  engagements  entered  into.  The  other  nations  in 
Europe  are  waiting  to  form  an  opinion  of  our  public  character  by  the 
evidences  we  shall  give  of  national  honor,  faithfulness  and  gratitude 
not  merely  to  our  own  citizens  but  to  the  Nations  with  whom  we  have 
contracted  engagements  &  more  especially  to  whom  they  are  under 
obligations.  And  how  short  sighted  a  politician  must  he  be  who  does 
not  see  of  what  importance  it  is  to  establish  a  good  character  8c  repu- 
tation among  the  other  nations  of  the  earth?  The  loss  of  this  oftimes 
occasions  oceans  of  blood  8c  millions  of  treasure.  But  you  will  in  a  few 
days  have  some  important  communications  from  Congress  which  will 
I  hope  engage  the  attention  of  the  Assembly  and  induce  them  and 
every  other  legislature  in  the  Union  to  pursue  different  measures 
from  those  they  seem  to  be  disposed  to  do  at  present.  If  they  do  not 
produce  this  effect,  I  must  confess  the  hopes  I  have  entertained  of  our 
future  happiness  8c  prosperity  will  be  greatly  dashed,  8c  we  may  learn 
to  our  cost  of  how  much  importance  it  is  to  maintain  national  faith  & 
honor.  I  have  not  time  to  examine  the  reply  with  a  critical  eye  and 
give  you  any  farther  thoughts  on  it  nor  even  to  copy  this,  as  you  desire 
to  have  it  returned  by  the  25.  You  will  therefore  excuse  this  scral  8c 
these  loose  thoughts.  Please  to  present  my  Love  &  respects  to  cousin 
Dickinson  8c  Sally,  8c  be  assured  of  the  affection  and  esteem  with 
which  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Your  obedt.  humble  Serv, 

Cha  Thomson 

RC  (PPL:  Logan-Dickinson  Collection). 

1  The  Pennsylvania  Assembly's  December  24  "message"  to  President  Dickinson  and 
the  council  is  in  Pa.  Archives,  1st  ser.  10:379-84.  For  Dickinson's  reply  to  this  fiscal  policy 
statement,  which  he  did  not  deliver  until  the  opening  of  the  new  session  of  the  Assem- 
bly on  February  1,  see  Pa.  Council  Minutes,  14:328-42. 
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Richard  Henry  Lee  to  the  States 

Sir  Circular  New  York  Jany  21st.  1785 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  some  late  communi- 
cations from  the  Ministers  plenipotentiary  of  these  United  States  at 
Paris,  together  with  an  Act  of  Congress  on  that  subject.1  Much  incon- 
venience to  the  American  Ministers  abroad,  being  apprehended  from 
improper  publications  of  their  letters,  hath  induced  Congress  to  de- 
sire that  these  informations  may  be  kept  from  the  public  eye.  The  pre- 
carious state  of  our  public  credit  abroad  is  so  powerfully  expressed  in 
these  letters,  as  to  render  a  comment  unnecessary.  They  prove  incon- 
testably,  the  necessity  of  immediate,  vigorous  measures  for  supplying 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  that  justice  may  be  punctually  done 
to  those  excellent  friends  who  assisted  us  in  the  day  of  our  distress. 
Your  enlightned  Legislature  Sir  will  see  the  close  connection  that  sub- 
sists between  National  safety  and  National  faith — that  the  loss  of  the 
latter  will  ever  have  the  most  malignant  effects  upon  the  former. 

The  Congress  request  that  your  Excellency  will  lay  these  communi- 
cations before  the  General  Assembly  of  your  State,  with  the  Act  of 
Congress  respecting  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  sentiments  of  the  truest  esteem  &  re- 
gard, Sir  your  Excellencies  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant 

R.  H.  Lee,  P. 

FC  (ViMtvL).  In  the  hand  of  Richard  Henry  Lee.  Endorsed:  "Copy  of  circular  Letter, 
New  York  Jany  21st  1785.  recorded." 

1  The  enclosed  January  20  "Act"  directed  the  distribution  to  the  states  of  two  recently 
received  foreign  dispatches  concerning  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  foreign  debt  of 
the  United  States.  These  "late  communications"  consisted  of  a  November  3  letter  from 
John  Adams  summarizing  the  United  States'  interest  obligations  and  the  precariousness 
of  the  nation's  public  credit  in  Europe,  and  a  November  1 1  letter  from  Adams,  Ben- 
jamin Franklin,  and  Thomas  Jefferson  reporting  the  "uneasiness"  of  the  French  court  at 
the  prospect  of  a  default  of  interest  payments  on  Dutch  loans  to  the  United  States  origi- 
nally guaranteed  by  France.  See  JCC,  28:lln,  12;  PCC,  item  84,  5:351-54,  item  86,  fols. 
49-57;  and  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-89,  1:467-68,  537-38. 


Rufus  King's  Proposed  Letter  to  Congress 

New  York  22d  Jany.  1785 
To  the  president  of  congress 
This  certifies  that  the  first  Tuesday  of  June  next  by  agreement  be- 
tween the  agents  of  Massachusetts  &  New  York  is  the  Time  fixed  for 
holding  the  federal  Court  to  determine  the  subsisting  controversy  be- 
tween those  States.1 
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And  it  was  farther  agreed  by  the  said  Agents  that  if  either  of  the 
commissioners,  who  were  first  chosen  to  constitute  the  federal  Court 
should  not  within  Two  months  next  after  congress  shall  have  ap- 
pointed a  place  for  holding  the  said  court,  declare  his  acceptance  of 
the  said  Trust  he  shall  be  considered  as  not  accepting  thereof. 

R  Kine       !  ^ne  °^ tne  Agents  C»ne  °f tne  Agents 

|  of  Massachusetts  of  New  York 

FC  (NHi:  James  Duane  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Rufus  King.  Endorsed  by  Duane:  "Mr 
Kings  draft  of  Applic.  to  Congress  to  appoint  a  Time  for  the  hearing  between  New  York 
&  the  Massachusetts." 

1  Although  the  Massachusetts  and  New  York  agents  had  agreed  as  early  as  December 
28  on  "the  first  Tuesday  of  June  next"  as  the  date  for  convening  the  court  for  hearing 
the  dispute  between  the  two  states,  this  date  had  never  been  certified  to  Congress.  Fur- 
thermore, once  Congress  on  January  21  selected  Williamsburg  for  the  site  of  the  trial, 
the  New  York  agents  almost  immediately  objected  and  began  to  obstruct  the  process  of 
notifying  the  judges  agreed  upon  December  24. 

King  drafted  and  signed  the  present  letter  of  certification  and  handed  it  on  to  John 
Jay  for  signature  this  day,  but  Jay  hesitated  and  decided  to  confer  with  Walter  Livingston 
and  James  Duane  before  proceeding,  leaving  King's  letter  with  Duane,  for  which  see 
King  to  Jay,  January  24,  note.  For  the  background  and  context  of  this  increasingly  tan- 
gled episode,  see  New  York  Agents' Journal,  December  4—9;  and  Massachusetts  and  New 
York  Agents  to  James  Monroe,  December  28,  1784. 


Connecticut  Delegates  to  Matthew  Griswold 

Sir  i  New  York  January  24th  1785. 

We  arrived  here  on  the  12th  instant,  and  the  next  Day  Congress  en- 
tered upon  Business  and  have  continued  their  Deliberations  as  usual. 
For  some  Days  indeed  there  were  only  seven  States  represented,  & 
consequently  only  lesser  matters  could  be  taken  up,  but  Additions  to 
the  Body  have  been  continually  making,  and  there  are  now  nine 
States  represented,  and  one  Delegate  from  three  of  the  other  four. 
Other  Gentlemen  are  daily  expected,  so  that  there  is  reason  to  hope 
there  will  very  soon  be  a  full  Congress.  The  immense  Quantity,  Vari- 
ety, &  Magnitude  of  the  Business  which  lies  before  Congress  renders  it 
necessary  that  as  complete  a  Representation  as  possible  should  be  ob- 
tained and  continued.  Hitherto  there  appear  on  all  sides  8c  in  every 
Body  here,  good  Dispositions  to  enter  into  the  Consideration  8c  Dis- 
cussion of  public  Affairs  with  Diligence,  Zeal,  and  Integrity,  yet  none 
of  the  Ardua  Regni,  such  as  Revenue,  Western  Territory  &c.  have  hith- 
erto been  taken  up  not  from  any  direct  Reluctance  in  any  one  to  en- 
gage in  them,  but  that  on  account  of  their  extreme  weight  8c  difficulty, 
every  one  seems  to  hope  by  longer  Reflection  &  Consideration  of 
these  very  important  Subjects  to  come  to  the  Discussion  8c  Determina- 
tion of  them  with  yet  greater  Strength  8c  Furniture  of  Mind:  they  will 
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not  however,  we  imagine,  be  much  longer  postponed — indeed  they 
must  not.  Upon  the  former  all-important  Subject  your  Excellency  al- 
ready has,  or  very  soon  will  receive  some  very  stocking  Communica- 
tions from  his  Excellency  the  President,'-  upon  which  it  is  equally  un- 
necessary and  improper  for  us  to  make  any  Remarks. 

In  Consequence  of  your  Excellencys  Representations  in  behalf  of 
the  Wyoming  Sufferers  an  early  day  has  been  assigned  to  take  up  that 
Subject  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  House:3  but  no  Agent  from  those 
People  having  appeared  here  (though  it  seems  one  was  prematurely 
present  at  Trenton)  nor  any  of  the  Papers  arrived,  it  will  be  necessary 
for  us,  if  possible,  to  have  it  postponed,  as  it  will  be  impossible  for  us, 
unfurnished  as  we  are  with  either  Evidence  or  Exhibits  to  present  it  in 
a  proper  manner  to  the  Committee,  or  execute  in  any  effectual  man- 
ner, the  trust  reposed  in  us  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  in  favour  of  those 
People.  Pensylvania  will,  we  find,  contend,  &  that  warmly  too,  that  they 
have  done  their  Duty  &  more  than  their  Duty,  towards  them;  and  that 
it  is  owing  to  their  own  Negligence,  Tergiversation,  or  Obstinacy,  that 
they  have  not  long  since  had  a  complete  redress  of  all  their  Grievances. 
Indeed  that  it  is  intirely  their  own  fault  that  they  ever  suffered  any;  but 
how  this  Matter  will  appear  upon  Investigation  we  know  not. 

The  Act  of  Assembly  impowering  Congress  to  impose  the  five  Per 
Cent  Duty  in  Consequence  of  the  Assent  of  twelve  States  to  the  Mea- 
sure should  we  conceive,  be  forwarded,  if  it  be  not  already  done;  as  it 
will,  no  doubt,  be  of  material  Use  when  that  Subject  is  taken  up.  Great 
hopes  are  given  us  that  the  State  of  Georgia  will  soon  accede  to  the 
Measure;  and  the  like  is  expected  from  the  Assembly  of  New  York  who 
are  now  convening. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  Respect  and  Esteem,  Your  Ex- 
cellency's most  obedient  &  most  humble  Servants. 

Joseph  P  Cooke 

Wm.  Saml.  Johnson 

RC  (CtY:  William  Griswold  Lane  Collection).  Written  by  Cooke  and  signed  by  Cooke 
and  Johnson.  Addressed:  "His  Excellency  Governor  Griswold."  FC  (CtHi:  Johnson  Pa- 
pers). In  the  hand  of  William  Samuel  Johnson. 

1  Matthew  Griswold  (1714-99),  Yale  College  graduate  and  Lyme,  Conn.,  lawyer,  had 
sue  c  ceded  Jonathan  Trumbull,  St.,  as  governor  of  Connecticut  in  17S4.  DAB. 

'-'  See  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  the  States,  January  21. 

'•  See  I  high  Williamson  to  John  Dickinson,  January  14,  note  1. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Thomas  Gushing 

Dear  Sir.  New  York  24th.  January,  1 785. 

I  have  reed,  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  the  12th  in- 
stant; the  sudden  determination  of  Congress  to  remove  to  this  City 
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was  disagreeable  to  me  8c  had  my  hearty  negative,  but  it  was  not  so  to 
my  honorable  Colleagues,  in  particular,  Mr.  Gerry  who  moved  the  res- 
olutions first,  that  was  afterwards  considered  as  an  ordinance,  & 
passed  upon  the  same  day,1  so  that  you  will  perceive  that  the  rules  of 
Congress  respecting  reading  ordinances,  were  dispensed  with  to  get 
the  favourite  resolutions  passed;  I  was  of  opinion  at  that  time,  that  if 
they  did  not  pass  that  day,  they  never  would,  8c  I  have  been  confirmed 
in  that  opinion  since,  8c  am  happy  now  to  find,  I  am  not  alone  in  sen- 
timents of  the  matter:  great  attention  is  paid  to  the  members  of  Con- 
gress by  the  people  here,  8c  personally  I  am  very  happy  on  that  ac- 
count, but  has  it  not  been  said  by  some  persons  that  a  large  City  was 
not  a  proper  place  for  such  a  body  as  Congress  to  sit  in,  &  if  they  were 
right,  will  this  polite  people  have  no  influence  upon  our  public  Coun- 
cils, but  in  answer  to  this,  the  Fcederal  town  is  to  be  built  immediately, 
but  I  say  where  is  the  money,  for  100,000  dollars  is  but  a  small  sum  to- 
ward such  a  piece  of  business,  if  we  could  command  that,  but  I  con- 
clude. The  post  that  carries  this  will  bring  you  officially,  the  distressed 
state  of  our  finances  in  Europe,  however,  here  we  are,  8c  I  hope  the 
public  business  will  not  now  be  delayed,  &  that  all  will  turn  out  for  the 
best. 

I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  give  you  all  the  information  you  desire, 
respecting  appropriating  the  residue  of  the  requisition  for  8,000,000 
of  dollars,  8c  paying  the  interest  on  Mr.  Pierce's  certificates,  but  as  the 
whole  business  of  our  finances  are  under  consideration  of  Comfmit- 
te]es  of  Congress,  I  can't  as  yet,  form  a  judgment  what  Congress  will 
do,  upon  the  subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  a  copy,  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pennell 
to  Mr.  Partridge,  respecting  his  coming  to  Boston,  to  which  I  must  ask 
leave  to  refer  you.  The  agents  from  Masstts.  &  New  York  agreed  that 
Congress  should  determine  the  place  for  holding  the  federal  Court, 
by  a  majority  of  the  states  then  present  in  Congress,  &  accordingly  on 
Friday  last  they  determined  in  favor  of  Williamsburgh  in  Virginia, 
agreeably  to  our  nomination.3 

I  have,  with  the  greatest  respect,  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedi- 
ent servant 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  For  these  December  23  proceedings,  see/CC,  27:699-704. 

2  See /CC,  28:13. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Je thro  Putnam 

Dear  Mr.  Putnam  >  New  York,  24th  Jany,  1 785 

I  have  been  favored  with  your  dutiful  address  of  the  13th  of  De- 
cembr.  and  it  gave  me  sensible  pleasure  to  hear  of  your  welfare. 
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You  mention  my  keeping  in  my  hands  £30.  of  Shelden's  interest;  I 
think  it  is  likely  upon  my  return  that  I  shall  owe  him  more  than  that 
sum,  but  it  will  then  be  with  him,  to  receive  the  money  of  me,  8c  do 
with  it  what  he  pleases,  but  you  may  be  assured  if  you  can  procure  an 
order  from  him,  on  me,  it  would  be  agreeable  to  pay  the  money  to  you. 

How  Mr.  Shelden  conducts  his  affairs  when  at  home,  I  am  not  able 
to  say,  but  if  I  was  to  form  a  judgment,  from  his  proceedings  while 
with  me,2  I  should  conclude  he  would  make  money  at  home,  as  I  am 
sure  he  makes  it  here;  I  do  suspect,  by  what  I  hear,  that  some  of  his 
creditors  have  unreasonably  attached  his  interest,  yet,  I  have  reason  to 
think  that  he  will  convince  them  upon  his  return,  that  he  is  able  to 
pay  his  debts,  8c  go  on  with  business,  notwithstanding  what  they  have 
done  or  can  do. 

It  gives  me  concern  for  your  friend  Mr.  Hartwell,  and  I  have  wrote 
to  Colo  Putnam3  fully  upon  the  subject,  to  which  I  must  refer  you. 

By  what  you  mention  I  suppose  before  this  comes  to  hand  you  will 
have  removed  Polly,  &  as  it  must  be  hard  for  Mrs  Holten  to  part  with 
her;  I  therefore  have  to  request,  that  you  will  return  with  her  to  my 
house  as  often  as  you  can  with  convenience.  I  have  to  request  your  at- 
tention to  the  notes  I  left  with  you  against  Mr.  Whipple's  estate;  some 
time  since  I  wrote  to  Colo  Hutchinson4  fully  upon  the  subject  8c  de- 
sired him  to  converse  with  you,  if  he  has  not,  I  request  that  you  would 
immediately  wait  upon  him  &  take  his  advise,  and  you  must  object 
against  the  estate  being  distributed  among  the  creditors  before  the 
notes  are  paid,  8c  if  the  Wido.  or  the  person  that  acts  for  her  will  not 
settle  it,  you  must  wait  upon  the  Judge  of  Probate,  &  desire  him  not  to 
distribute  the  estate  before  I  am  paid,  if  the  Judge  should  want  evi- 
dence that  the  notes  were  given  for  taxes  to  hire  a  soldier.  Mr.  Kettell 
8c  Mr.  Tapley  are  well  knowing  to  the  affair,  8c  the  notes  will  appear  to 
be  for  the  same  sum  he  was  taxed  in  the  class,  as  I  never  had  any  other 
dealings  with  the  deceas'd. 

You  will  mention  to  Mrs.  Holten  that  my  health  is  better  than  when 
I  wrote  to  her  last;  and  make  my  kindest  love  to  Polly.  Yours  with 
parental  affection, 

P.S.  Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  have  reed.  Mrs.  Holten's  Letter  (No. 
3)  dated  15th  of  January  in  eight  days  after  the  date,  8c  I  will  notice  it 
to  her  by  the  next  post.  Yours  as  before 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  Putnam  was  a  resident  of  Danvers,  Mass.,  Holten's  home  town.  Harriet  S.  Tapley, 
Chronicles  of Danvers  (Old  Salem  Village),  Massachusetts,  1632-1923  (Danvers:  Danvers  His- 
torical Society,  1923),  pp.  55,  73,  1 1 1. 

2  Jeremiah  Sheldon  had  been  Holten's  personal  servant  during  his  1778-1780  term 
in  Congress.  See  these  Letters,  15:31  In. 

:l  Noi  found. 
4  Not  found. 
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Rufus  King  to  John  Jay 

Monday  morning,  24th  Jany.  1785 
Mr.  King  presents  his  compliments  to  the  hon'ble  Mr.  Jay  &  in- 
forms him,  that  he  has  this  morning  a  note  from  the  president  of 
Congress1  requesting  the  information  contained  in  the  Certificate 
now  with  Mr.  Jay,  which  Mr.  King  signed  on  Saturday  in  behalf  of  the 
Massachusetts  Agents.2  If  Mr.  Jay  signs  that  certificate  or  any  other  to 
that  purpose  this  morning3 — Mr.  President  wd.  have  it  in  his  power 
to  forward  the  Letters  of  notification  to  the  commissioners  by  this 
day's  post. ' 

RC  (NHi:  James  Duane  Papers). 

1  Not  found. 

2  For  "the  certificate  now  with  Mr.  Jay,"  which  Jay  subsequently  left  with  James  Duane, 
see  Rufus  King's  Proposed  Letter  to  Congress,  January  22. 

sJay  balked  at  signing  Ring's  "certificate"  and  sent  him  this  day  ("At  Mrs.  Mercer's 
King  Street")  the  following  note  of  explanation.  "It  will  be  necessary  for  the  New  York 
Agents  to  have  a  meeting  before  any  steps  can  be  taken  by  either  of  them  respecting  the 
Business  mentioned  in  your  note  of  this  Morning.  I  will  immediately  after  Breakfast  call 
upon  Messrs.  Duane  and  Livingston,  and  inform  you  of  the  Result  without  Delay." 
Duane  Papers,  NHi. 

4  See  the  following  entry. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  John  Rutledge 

Sir,  New  York  Jany  24th  1 785 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  an  Act  of  Congress  for  forming  a 
federal  Court  to  determine  a  controversy,  respecting  territory, 
that  subsi[s]ts  between  the  States  of  Massachusets  and  New  York.1 
The  future  concord  and  happiness  of  the  United  States  depends  so 
eminently  upon  the  wise  and  early  settlement  of  such  disputes  that 
both  Congress  and  the  Parties  will  be  well  pleased  to  find  this 
court  a  full  one,  by  the  acceptance  of  all  the  Judges  appointed  to 
form  it.2 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  esteem  and  regard,  Sir,  Your 
Most  Obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 

Richard  Henry  Lee 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  16).  Addressed:  "The  Honorable  John  Rudedge  Esqr." 

1  For  this  December  24  "Act,"  see/CC,  27:709-10.  For  the  context  in  which  this  let- 
ter was  sent,  see  Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents  to  James  Monroe,  December 
28,  1784. 

2  For  Rutledge's  March  26  response  declining  this  appointment,  see/CC,  28:351-52; 
and  PCC,  item  78,  19:479-82. 
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Massachusetts  Delegates  to  William  Paterson 

Sir.  New  Yorkjany  24th  1785 

We  do  ourselves  the  honor  to  inclose  you  the  Copy  of  a  Letter  al- 
ready forwarded,1  on  the  subject  of  your  appointment  as  one  of  the 
Judges  between  the  states  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York. 

This  measure  is  adopted  from  an  apprehension  of  a  possible  failure 
of  the  original  Communications.2 

We  have  only  to  add  that  Virginia  being  central  to  the  Judges  we 
shall  not  fail  to  move  in  Congress  that  Williamsburg  may  be  the  place 
for  holding  the  Court  and  doubt  not  but  the  measure  will  be  adopted.3 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  sentiments  of  Esteem  your  most  obe- 
dient Humble  Servants, 

E  Gerry  Geo.  Partridge       j  Delegates 

S.  Holten  R.  King  (  from  Masstts. 

RC  (PP:  Carson  Collection).  Written  by  George  Partridge  and  signed  by  Elbridge  Gerry, 
Samuel  Holten,  Rufus  King,  and  Partridge. 

1  See  Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents  to  James  Monroe,  December  28,  1784. 

2  For  the  Massachusetts  delegates'  efforts  to  ensure  the  convening  of  this  trial  against 
a  failure  of  communications,  see  also  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  John  Rutledge,  et  al., 
January  14,  and  to  John  Hancock,  February  7,  1785. 

3  This  matter  had  been  moved  and  adopted  on  January  21,  but  the  New  York  agents 
had  already  decided  to  oppose  the  choice  of  Williamsburg  as  "the  place  for  holding  the 
Court"  and  were  at  this  time  delaying  certification  of  the  time  for  the  trial  agreed  upon 
in  December.  See  Rufus  King's  Proposed  Letter  to  Congress,  January  22;  and  New  York 
Agents'  Memorial,  January  26,  1785. 

For  Paterson's  March  26  acceptance  of  this  appointment,  see  JCC,  28:211;  and  PCC, 
item  49,  fols.  277-80. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Mordecai  Hale 

Sir,  Secys.  Office  Jany.  24th.  1785. 

I  have  it  in  charge  to  inform  you  "that  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the 
26th  August  1776,  having  made  provision  for  such  Officers  and  Sol- 
diers as  may  be  wounded  or  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States — Your  application  should  be  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
which  you  are  a  Citizen  as  through  that  channel  the  benefit  accruing 
under  the  Act  are  to  be  obtained."1  For  this  purpose  I  enclose  back 
your  Memorial  and,  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  &  most  humble 
Servt.  C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  For  this  decision  on  the  "application"  of  Hale,  "late  Surgeon's  Mate  in  Col.  Lamb's 
Regiment  of  Artillery,"  see  JCC,  28:15-16.  For  the  renewal  of  his  appeal  to  Congress  in 
May,  see  ibid.,  pp.  361  n,  366. 
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Lambert  Cadwalader  to  Benjamin  Rush 

Dear  Doctor,  N  Yorkjany  25.  [17]  85. 

I  have  had  the  Pleasure  of  your  Favor  of  the  1 6th  Inst,  respecting  a  Pe- 
tition to  Congress  for  the  Use  of  the  public  Buildings  at  Carlisle  for  the 
Accomodation  of  the  Masters  &  Scholars  of  the  College  at  that  Place, 
and  in  Answer  have  only  to  say  that,  the  Petition  was  this  Day  preferr'd  to 
Congress  and  committed  in  Order  to  a  Report,  wh.  I'm  in  Hopes  will  be 
favorable  from  what  I  could  observe  of  the  Temper  of  the  House.1 

Congress  have  just  appointed  Mr  Gervais,  of  S  Carolina,  Mr  Osgood 
of  Massachusetts  &  Mr  Walter  Livingston  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury. 

I  am  credibly  informed  by  a  Gentleman  of  Reputation  from  the 
Eastward  that  the  Opposition  to  the  5  per  Ct  Impost  is  at  an  End  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  it  is  expected  that  Orders  will  soon  come  to  the  R. 
Island  Delegates  to  accede;  of  wh.  I  most  heartily  give  you  Joy — but  as 
I  mean  this  latter  Piece  of  Intelligence  for  your  own  private  Informa- 
tion I  must  request  the  Favor  of  you  not  to  mention  it,  till  you  hear  it 
by  another  Channel. 

Poor  Reed  is  really  in  a  Situation  to  be  pitied'* — I  sincerely  forgive 
and  wish  him  a  quiet  Journey  to  "that  Country  from  whose  Bourn  no 
Traveller  returns." 

I  am  Dr  Sir,  Your  most  obedt  Servt,  Lamb.  Cadwalader 

RC  (PPL:  Rush  Papers). 

1  Rush's  "Favor  of  the  16th  Inst."  had  undoubtedly  accompanied  the  January  16  petition  of 
the  trustees  of  Dickinson  College,  written  and  signed  by  Rush,  and  described  here  by  Cad- 
walader. For  Congress'  response  to  the  petition,  see  David  Howell  to  Rush,  January  28,  1785. 

-  That  is,  former  Pennsylvania  president  Joseph  Reed,  who  died  March  5. 


Charles  Pinckney  to  Benjamin  Guerard 

Sir,  New-York  January  24th  [i.e.  25th],  17851 

This  will  accompany  a  letter  from  the  delegation  containing  such 
communications  as  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  make  subsequent  to  the 
writing  of  which,  an  election  has  this  morning  taken  place  for  Commis- 
sioners of  the  treasury  and  department  of  finance,  at  the  head  of  which, 
Congress  at  our  instance,  have  placed  John  Lewis  Gervais  Esquire. 

As  the  importance  of  this  department  will  call  for  the  immediate 
presence  and  service  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  appointed,  we  request 
your  Excellency  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  give  Mr.  Gervais  notice  of  his 
election  and  to  transmit  his  answer  to  us,  as  we  are  pledged  to  Con- 
gress to  give  them  the  earliest  information  upon  the  subject.  The 
other  gentlemen  appointed  are  Mr.  Osgood  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr. 
Walter  Livingston  a  member  of  Congress  for  this  state.2 
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If  Mr.  Gervais  should  decline  this  appointment  we  shall  be  much 
obliged  to  your  Excellency  to  recommend  some  gentleman  of  our 
state  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  this  important  office  and  who 
will,  if  elected,  accept  the  appointment.  We  mention  this  because  we 
conceive  it  the  most  important  department  in  the  federal  govern- 
ment, and  as  two  gentlemen  are  already  elected  from  the  eastern  and 
middle  departments,  we  wish  that  our  state  may  furnish  a  Commis- 
sioner well  acquainted  with  the  resources  of  the  southern  states,  and 
who  may  be  able  to  give  the  board  the  fullest  information  upon  every 
subject  that  may  come  within  the  line  of  their  appointment. 

For  all  intelligence  of  a  public  nature  I  refer  your  Excellency  to  our 
public  letter  and  remain  with  respect  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  Charles  Pinckney 

RC  (ScCoAH:  Governor's  Messages). 

1  From  the  evidence  in  the  first  paragraph  it  is  clear  that  this  letter  was  written  on  Jan- 
uary 25  after  the  South  Carolina  delegates  had  drafted  their  joint  letter  to  Guerard 
early  in  the  morning,  for  which  see  the  following  entry,  and  after  the  election  of  three 
new  commissioners  to  the  treasury  board  later  that  morning,  for  which  see  JCC,  28:18. 

2  Although  Samuel  Osgood  and  Livingston  accepted  their  appointments,  Gervais  de- 
clined and  was  eventually  replaced  on  July  27  by  Arthur  Lee.  See  JCC,  28:134n.2,  223, 
232,  241-42,  29:582,  593.  See  also  Charles  Thomson  to  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer, 
November  11,1 784,  note  1 . 


South  Carolina  Delegates  to  Benjamin  Guerard 

Sir  No.  1.  New  York  25th  January  1785. 

The  Ship  Philadelphia,  Captain  Bass,  which  sailed  from  Philadel- 
phia on  the  19th  Deer,  last  Carried  in  separate  letters  advices  from  the 
Delegation '  upon  all  Such  Subjects  as  they  had  in  their  power  to  give 
any  Intelligence  to  your  Excellency  for  the  Information  of  the  Legisla- 
ture— among  the  most  Material  was  the  Conclusion  of  a  treaty  of 
peace  with  the  Six  Nations  a  Copy  of  which  Mr  Read  of  our  Delega- 
tion had  the  pleasure  to  inclose  in  a  private  letter  to  your  Excellency.2 
After  the  sailing  of  Captain  Bass's  Ship  we  had  the  pleasure  to  receive 
Your  Excellency's  dispatches  by  Captain  Allibone.  They  are  the  latest 
advices  with  which  we  have  been  favoured  from  Carolina. 

The  very  Strait'ned  Situation  in  which  the  delegates  in  Congress 
found  themselves  in  Trenton  rendering  it  impossible  to  continue 
their  Session  at  that  small  Village  it  was  thought  prudent  to  adjourn  to 
some  larger  Town  till  buildings  in  a  federal  City  Can  be  provided  for 
the  accomodation  of  that  body  and  the  public  Officers.  Every  one  ap- 
pears at  present  to  reprobate  the  Idea  of  an  Itinerant  federal  Council 
and  to  be  Convinced  of  the  necessity  there  was  to  repeal  the  Votes  of 
Congress  passed  at  Princeton  in  1783  respecting  an  alternate  resi- 
dence in  Annapolis  and  Trenton.3  That  plan  had  its  advocates  when 


Jam  ary  25,  1785  135 

first  proposed  and  adopted  but  on  Trial  has  been  found  so  inconve- 
nient and  to  derogate  so  greatly  from  the  dignity  of  the  Supreme 
Council  of  the  Union  that  it  is  now  totally  laid  aside. 

Your  excellency  will  we  trust  by  this  time  have  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  Congress  the  ordinance  passed  on  the  last  adjournment 
respecting  the  building  a  federal  City.4  We  hope  it  will  meet  the  Ap- 
probation of  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina. 

As  the  dignity  of  the  federal  government  seems  emminently  Con- 
cerned in  the  Congress's  possessing  an  independent  Situation  and  Ex- 
empt jurisdiction  it  highly  imports  the  Individual  States  to  make  exer- 
tions for  Carrying  the  ordinance  last  mentioned  into  effect.  We 
Cannot  entertain  a  doubt  but  that  the  legislature  of  the  State  We  have 
the  honour  to  represent  will  Cheerfully  grant  such  sums  as  may  be 
necessary  as  well  for  the  buildings  requisite  for  the  service  of  the 
United  States  and  their  officers  as  for  a  House  proper  for  the  accomo- 
dation of  its  own  delegates.  According  to  the  present  Idea  the  Several 
States  are  to  build  Houses  for  the  accomodation  of  their  respective 
delegations  at  their  separate  expence — but  if  one  Uniform  plan  cou'd 
be  adopted  &  the  whole  be  done  at  the  expence  of  the  Union  it  wou'd 
tend  greatly  to  the  Beauty  and  Elegance  of  the  federal  City  and  per- 
haps be  productive  of  more  solid  advantages  by  removing  jealousies 
from  the  Minds  of  the  less  Wealthy  states  than  any  difference  of  ex- 
pence  to  the  greater  and  more  opulent  Can  possibly  amount  to. 

As  some  Considerable  time  was  necessarily  employed  in  the  trans- 
portation of  the  records  to  this  City  Congress  adjourned  on  the  twenty 
fourth  of  December  to  meet  here  on  the  Eleventh  of  the  present 
Month  but  from  the  Inclemency  of  the  Season  a  sufficient  quorum  of 
the  States  did  not  assemble  for  some  days  after  that  time.  Ten  States 
are  on  this  day  for  the  first  time  represented  and  as  the  Members  find 
themselves  Comfortably  accomodated  we  have  every  prospect  of  a 
Steady  and  Sedulous  attention  to  the  public  business,  and  we  trust  it 
may  prove  an  advantageous  one  to  the  Confederacy  at  large. 

We  are  sorry  it  is  not  in  our  power  at  present  to  give  Authentic  in- 
telligence on  Several  great  National  points  but  the  fewness  of  the 
States  on  the  floor  has  hitherto  prevented  our  touching  on  the  Most 
important  objects  as  without  more  than  nine  States  we  had  no 
prospect  of  Coming  to  dignified  and  decisive  Conclusions. 

The  business  of  a  requisition  on  the  Several  States  is  now  before  a 
grand  Committee  and  will  we  trust  be  forwarded  to  the  Legislature  in 
time  for  their  acting  on  it  during  their  present  Session. r' 

The  Critical  Situation  of  the  United  States  will  also  urge  Congress  to 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  introducing  to  the  Consideration  of  the 
several  Legislatures  a  Variety  of  other  Matters  on  Which  the  Credit, 
peace  and  perhaps  the  very  existence  of  the  United  States  may  depend. 

Your  Excellency  will  receive  by  this  conveyance  a  Letter  from  tin- 
president  of  Congress  Covering  Copies  of  some  of  the  Most  important 
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Letters  and  paragraphs  of  Letters  from  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
States  at  foreign  Courts.6  As  they  are  under  an  Injunction  of  Secrecy 
We  do  not  think  it  proper  to  make  a  further  Mention  of  them — they 
will  speak  for  themselves  and  Shew  pretty  plainly  the  Situation  of  our 
Credit  and  money  Concerns  abroad.  We  Cannot  doubt  their  having  a 
proper  Effect  in  our  Legislature,  'tis  perhaps  not  very  difficult  to  pre- 
serve our  Credit,  but  if  once  lost,  Who  Can  tell  the  price  at  which  We 
may  be  obliged  to  purchase  it  anew? 

While  on  the  Subject  of  Communications  from  the  Ministers  of  the 
United  States  at  foreign  Courts,  We  beg  leave  to  observe  that  we  feel 
ourselves  much  hurt  at  the  publication  in  the  Gazettes  at  Charleston 
of  Certain  extracts  of  a  Letter  from  Doctor  Franklin  Communicated 
by  Mr  Read  of  our  Delegation  from  Annapolis  to  your  Excellency,7 
and  Which  have  been  Copied  into  all  the  public  prints  in  this  part  of 
the  Union.  We  wou'd  observe  to  Your  Excellency  that  all  Letters  from 
our  Ministers  at  foreign  Courts  are  Necessarily  under  injunctions  of 
Secrecy  and  When  by  leave  of  Congress  on  application  of  any  Member 
or  State  Extracts  are  permitted  to  be  sent  to  the  Executive  of  the  Sev- 
eral States,  it  is  ever  under  the  Idea  that  no  Copies  for  publication  will 
on  any  Account  be  suffered  to  be  taken. 

If  a  Contrary  practice  was  to  prevail  our  Ministers  wou'd  be  de- 
terred from  fully  Communicating  their  opinions  and  ever  exposed  to 
the  Intrigues  and  Vengeance  of  the  particular  Court  or  Minister  of 
whose  conduct  they  entertained  suspicions.  It  is  true  that  Secrets  of 
State  and  public  dispatches  of  a  Secret  Nature  have  frequently  got 
into  print  but  it  has  ever  been  thro'  the  Violation  of  the  Injunction  of 
Secrecy  and  want  of  Honour  of  some  Unworthy  Individual  of  Con- 
gress and  always  from  the  most  Mischevious  Motives.  We  hope  our  fu- 
ture Communications  may  not  be  exposed  to  be  printed  except  where 
Congress  think  no  injury  to  the  Interests  of  the  Union  Can  possibly 
arise  from  their  being  made  public  in  that  Manner,  Which  Opinion 
We  shall  not  fail  always  to  Communicate. 

We  expect  soon  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  the  proceedings  of 
Congress  respecting  the  Affairs  of  the  Southern  Indians.  That  busi- 
ness is  before  a  Committee  and  will  receive  some  Considerable  advan- 
tages from  the  papers  forwarded  by  you  to  the  Chairman  of  the  late 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.8 

The  public  prints  and  general  Tenour  of  advices  from  Europe  seem 
to  determine  that  War  is  actually  Commenced  between  the  Emperour 
and  their  high  Mightinesses.  The  first  Cannon  are  said  to  have  been 
fired,  Ships  Stopped  and  Hostilities  Compleatly  Commenced.  But  for 
the  quiet  of  Mankind  We  hope  that  during  the  Winter  the  differences 
between  the  Contending  powers  may  be  compromised.  Shoud  it  hap- 
pen otherwise  a  general  War  seems  inevitable.  Prusia,  France  and 
England  may  probably  be  obliged  to  take  a  part.  America  will  We 
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hope  be  kept  out  of  the  Scrape  and  may  receive  great  advantages  in 
the  Sale  of  her  produce  during  a  general  Commotion. 

We  have  great  pleasure  in  informing  Your  Excellency  that  the  over- 
tures for  forming  Commercial  Treaties  with  several  European  powers 
made  by  the  Commissioners  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at 
Paris  have  been  very  Cordially  receivd  and  that  there  is  the  greatest 
prospect  that  Connexions  highly  advantageous  to  the  Trade  and  Com- 
merce of  these  States  will  soon  be  formed  with  the  principal  King- 
doms and  States  not  already  in  alliance  with  these  United  States. 

As  Citizens  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  as  well  as  Delegates  from 
that  State  to  the  Supreme  head  of  the  Union  We  enjoy  the  greatest 
pleasure  in  hearing  that  an  Uninterrupted  harmony  prevails  through- 
out the  State  and  that  the  Contests  on  the  important  point  of  a 
Choice  of  representatives  were  Conducted  with  Temper  &  the  greatest 
decorum  and  We  heartily  reciprocate  Your  Excellency's  congratula- 
tions on  that  pleasing  Circumstance. 

No  Conveyance  will  be  omitted  by  which  we  Can  possibly  lay  before 
Your  Excellency  and  the  Legislature  any  Important  transactions  that 
may  take  place  in  Congress  and  we  trust  we  shall  be  favoured  with 
your  Communications  by  all  Convenient  opportunities  for  our  guid- 
ance and  Information. 

We  are  with  the  greatest  respect,  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  Most  obedi- 
ent Most  Humble  Servants.  Jacob  Read 

John  Bull 

Charles  Pinckney 

RC  (ScCoAH:  Governor's  Messages).  Written  by  Read  and  signed  by  Read,  Bull  and  Pinckney. 

1  Only  Charles  Pinckney's  December  14  letter  has  been  found  although  John  Bull 
and  Jacob  Read  were  also  in  Trenton  in  mid-December. 

2  Not  found,  but  Read  had  informed  Guerard  of  the  treaty  with  the  Six  Nations  in  an 
earlier  letter  of  November  20,  1784. 

3  See  JCC,  25:714. 

4  See  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  the  States,  December  24,  1784. 

5  For  the  work  of  the  grand  committee  preparing  the  requisition  to  the  states  for 
1785,  see  the  Grand  Committee  Minutes  of  Proceedings,  December  4,  1784,  and  Jan- 
uary 29,  1785;  and  Grand  Committee  to  Robert  Morris,  February  1. 

6  See  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  the  States,  January  21. 

7  Only  two  letters  (March  1  and  19,  1784)  that  Jacob  Read  wrote  to  Guerard  from  An- 
napolis have  been  found;  neither  mentions  the  enclosure  of  "extracts  of  a  Letter  from 
Doctor  Franklin,"  although  the  former  contained  information  from  a  November  1, 
1783,  Franklin  letter  regarding  problems  in  the  French  banking  system.  See  Read  to 
Guerard,  March  1 ,  1 784,  note  8. 

K  For  the  work  of  "the  late  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,"  see  Richard  Beresford  to 
Certain  States,  March  30,  1784.  Its  report  had  been  referred  on  December  15  to  a  new 
committee  consisting  of  Samuel  Hardy,  William  Houstoun,  Jacob  Read,  Hugh 
Williamson,  and  Samuel  Holten  whose  March  4  report  was  issued  as  a  broadside  for 
consideration  of  the  delegates.  It  was  recommitted  on  March  10  when  David  Howell 
took  Read's  place  on  the  <  ommittee  and  an  amended  report  was  considered  on  March 
1  1  and  adopted  on  the  15th.  The  resolution  specified  that  three  commissioners  be  ap- 
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pointed  to  inform  the  southern  tribes  oi  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  by 

(.ie.it  Britain  and  to  make  peace  with  them,  "receiving  them  into  the  favour  and  pro- 
tection of  the  United  States."  They  were  to  secure  the  release  of  all  prisoners  and 
property — including  Negroes — held  by  the  Indians.  They  were  also  to  give  notice  of 
the  time  and  place  of  their  treaties  to  Virginia,  the  Carolinas,  and  Georgia,  each  of 
which  could  send  one  representative  to  the  negotiations,  and  to  request  up  to  150 
militiamen  for  protection.  Congress  allotted  $9,000  for  the  commissioners'  salaiies 
and  expenses  and  up  to  $4,000  for  presents  for  the  Indians.  On  March  21  Congress 
added  two  more  commissioners,  electing  Benjamin  Hawkins,  Daniel  Carroll  (de- 
clined; replaced  on  May  16  by  Lachlan  Mcintosh),  William  I'eery,  Andrew  Pickens  and 
Joseph  Martin,  any  three  of  whom  would  form  a  quorum.  On  March  21  Hugh 
Williamson  moved  that  the  commissioners  meet  at  Charleston  on  May  16  to  decide 
upon  times  and  places  for  negotiations.  See  JCC,  28:118-20,  136-39,  159-62,  183-84, 
195-96,  362,  29:917;  and  PCC  item  186,  fol.  173.  See  also  Charles  Thomson  to  Certain 
States  and  to  the  Indian  Commissioners,  March  24,  1785. 


William  Samuel  Johnson  to  Jonathan  Sturges 

Dr.  Sr.,i  N  Yorkjanry.  26th.  1785. 

The  inclosed  Copy  of  the  Resolve  of  Congress  upon  the  subject  of 
Officers  Widdows  will  answer  the  principal  Question  in  yr.  favr.  of  the 
21st — and  I  am  informed  that  N  York  have  Acted  pursuant  to  it  in  the 
Case  of  Mrs.  Montgomerey  &  New  Jersey  in  Case  of  Mrs.  &c 

&rc.  So  that  I  do  not  apprehend  there  can  be  any  difficulty  in  the  Case 
of  Mrs.  Dimon.2 

I  heartily  join  with  you  in  yr  Congratulations  with  our  Coun- 
trymn.  that  our  Ship  is  yet  above  Water,  8c  very  sincerely  hope  she 
may  soon  be  so  Equiped  as  to  meet  in  tolerable  security  any  future 
Tempests  she  may  have  to  encounter.  Much  however  it  must  be 
confessed  is  necessary  to  be  done  to  accomplish  this  very  desire- 
able  purpose.  Good  dispositions  do  not  seem  to  be  wanting  here 
but  the  Embarrassts.  are  so  many  8c  great  8c  the  forms  of  business 
so  slow  that  nothing  very  great  is  yet  Effected — much  is  in  Train 
but  how  it  may  terminate  no  one  can  foresee.  One  thing  is  in  Con- 
tempn.  Agitation3  here  upon  which  I  wish  I  knew  the  sentiments  of 
you  Politicians  in  Connectt.  that  is  to  Ask  of  the  States  to  invest 
Congress  with  the  Power  of  regulating  their  Trade  as  well  with  for- 
eign Nations  as  with  each  other.4  The  first  is  conceiv'd  necessary  in 
order  to  carry  into  effect  the  Treaties  made  &  to  be  made  with  for- 
eign Powers,  the  other  to  prevent  Dissentions  between  State  8c 
State  which  might  indanger  the  Union.  The  latter  might  probably 
overturn  the  System  Count,  has  adoptd.  as  relate  to  NY  which  it  is 
said  she  will  counteract  by  regulats.  of  her  Assembly  now  conven- 
ing. The  Idea  of  many  seems  to  be  that  the  Comm[erc]e  between 
S.  8c  S.  shou'd  be  absolutely  free. 
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I  heartily  thank  you  for  yr.  good  wishes.  Colo.  Cook  presents  his 
Compts.  to  you  &:  I  beg  you  will  make  mine  Acceptb.  to  all  the 
Brethren  of  the  Bar  Assembled  at  Fairfield  to  whom  I  wish  every  felic- 
ity &  am  with  the  sincerest  Esteem  &  Friendship,  Yr.  most  affe.  & 
obedt.  hume  St. 

FC  (CtHi:  Johnson  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  William  Samuel  Johnson. 

1  Sturges,  a  Fairfield,  Conn.,  lawyer,  was  elected  delegate  to  Congress  in  1774  and 
1785-88,  and  attended  July  to  October  1786.  Bio.  Dir.  Cong. 

'l  Johnson  drafted  this  letter  on  the  verso  of  Sturges' January  21  letter  to  him.  "Mrs 
Dimon,  Widow  of  the  late  Colo  David  Dimon  of  this  Town,"  Sturges  wrote,  "who  died  in 
the  Service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Month  of  Septr  1777,  has  desired  me  to  write  you 
in  her  Behalf  on  the  Subject  of  half  pay;  there  was  a  Resolve  of  Congress  as  you  may  eas- 
ily find  in  the  Journals,  granting  half  pay  for  five,  or  seven  Years  (I  forget  which)  to  the 
Widows  of  certain  Officers  whether  of  those  who  had  before  died  or  who  should  after 
passing  the  resolve,  die  in  the  Service,  is  the  Question  which  she  wishes  to  have  solved. 
She  not  onlv  desires  your  &  Colo  Cookes  Opinion  on  the  Question  but  wishes  to  know 
how  the  other  States  have  applied  this  resolve  which  she  supposes  may  be  collected 
from  the  Members  of  Congress." 

Johnson  apparently  enclosed  Congress'  February  25,  1783,  resolve  on  this  subject,  for 
which  seeJCC,  24:146-47. 

3  Johnson  wrote  "Contempn."  over  "Agitation"  and  let  both  words  stand. 

4  See  James  Monroe  to  James  Madison,  December  18,  1784,  note  6. 


New  York  Agents'  Memorial 

New  York  26th  Januy  1785. 
To  the  Honorable  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  Assembled 

The  Memorial  of  the  Undersigned  Agents  for  the  State  of  New  York 
in  a  certain  Controversy  depending  between  the  said  State  and  the 
Commonwealth  of  the  Massachusetts — Most  respectfully  Sheweth. 

That  altho  the  Agents  for  the  said  two  States  have  had  the  Happi- 
ness by  Joint  Consent  to  elect  the  Judges  for  constituting  a  Fcederal 
Court  to  determine  the  Controversy  aforesaid,1  they  could  not  agree 
upon  the  place  for  holding  the  said  Court. 

That  your  Memorialists  would  have  been  Contented  that  the  said 
Court  should  be  held  at  Elizabeth  Town,  New  Ark,  New  Brunswick  or 
Trenton  in  New  Jersey,  at  Hartford  in  Connecticut,  at  New  Port  Rhode 
Island,  at  Bethlehem  in  Pensylvania  or  at  Wilmington  in  Delaware;  but 
that  neither  of  these  places  were  acceptable  to  the  Agents  for  Mas- 
sachusetts who  insisted  that  the  Controversy  ought  to  be  tried  at  some 
point  which  was  most  Central  to  the  Residences  of  the  two  Judges  the 
most  remote  from  each  other. 

That  as  the  Memorialists  could  see  no  reason  for  such  a  Measure, 
and  were  persuaded  that  its  Adoj)tion  might  work  fatal  Mischiefs  to 
the  State  which  they  represent  they  proposed  thai  the  Appointment 
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of  the  place  for  holding  the  Court  should  he  submitted  to  the  Honor- 
able Congress. 

That  it  is  with  extreme  Regret  that  they  learn  that  Congress  have 
been  pleased  to  determine  that  Williamsburgh  in  Virginia  shall  be  the 
place  for  holding  the  said  Court;  and  they  flatter  themselves  that  im- 
pressed as  they  are  with  the  dangerous  Tendency  of  that  Resolution  to 
the  Rights  of  their  Constituents,  they  shall  be  pardoned  for  earnestly 
entreating  the  honorable  Congress  to  reconsider  the  said  Resolution. - 

And  here  your  Memorialists  beg  leave  to  Remark 

1st.  That  in  a  Contest  of  the  utmost  Moment,  and  which  must  de- 
pend for  its  Elucidation  on  a  Recourse  to  ancient  Records  as  well  as 
living  Witnesses,  it  must  at  the  first  View  appear  essential  to  Justice, 
that  the  parties  should  be  placed  in  such  a  Situation  as  to  be  able  to 
avail  themselves  not  only  of  every  proof  which  the  Adverse  Claim  im- 
mediately may  point  out;  but  of  every  proof  which  an  Investigation  of 
the  Merits  of  the  Question  in  any  period  of  its  progress  may  render 
Necessary.  But  will  this  Justice  be  secured  if  the  parties  must  be  drawn 
away  to  a  remote  Tribunal  at  the  distance  of  four  hundred  Miles  from 
the  Archives  and  the  Witnesses  on  which  they  rely  for  their  Defence 
and  their  Safety?  Surely  not. 

lid.  This  Observation  will  apply  with  singular  force  to  the  Case  im- 
mediately under  Consideration.  The  Claim  of  the  Massachusetts  is 
Vague  and  indefinite,  comprehending  ancient  Settlements  for  which 
the  Massachusetts  confessedly  do  not  mean  to  contend.  The  Nature 
and  extent  of  that  Claim  remains  then  to  be  ascertained  at  a  future 
day  when  the  Court  shall  be  Assembled:  And  it  is  therefore  of  the  last 
Importance,  that  when  it  shall  be  thus  ascertained,  the  Agents  for  the 
State  of  New  York  should  be  in  a  Condition  to  avail  themselves  of  such 
Records  and  Testimony  as  Circumstances  may  require. 

Hid.  Precedents  ought  to  have  their  Force  and  where  they  have 
been  Uniform,  it  will  be  presumed  that  they  are  founded  in  Reason 
and  Justice.  The  only  Controversy  which  has  been  decided  under  the 
Fcederal  Compact  was  the  Claim  of  Connecticut  against  Pensylvania, 
and  then  the  Court  was  held  at  Trenton  in  New  Jersey — a  Situation 
convenient  to  both  the  contending  parties.  Before  the  Revolution  the 
Controversy  between  New  York  and  New  Jersey  was  determined  in  this 
City  altho  one  of  the  Judges,  the  Honorable  Mr.  Randolph  was  a  Citi- 
zen of  Virginia.  The  Controversy  between  Massachusetts  and  New 
Hampshire  was  determined  at  Rhode  Island.  In  Appointing  each  of 
these  Places,  the  Conveniency  of  the  parties  and  Witnesses  appears  to 
have  been  the  principle  Object. 

IVly.  But  if  only  the  Convenience  of  the  Judges  is  to  be  considered, 
it  will — we  speak  it  with  the  greatest  Submission — appear  that  Wil- 
liamsburgh is  not  a  suitable  Appointment. 
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First.  The  Cause  is  to  be  Tried  in  the  Summer,  and  if  Health  is  any 
Object  it  must  be  allowed,  that  a  more  Northern  Climate  is  in  that 
Season  preferable. 

Secondly.  Let  the  situation  of  the  respective  Judges  be  reviewed.  We 
may  venture  to  Appeal  to  the  Southern  Delegates,  that  it  cannot  be 
more  disagreable  to  the  Honorable  Mr.  Rutledge  to  perform  a  Voyage 
to  the  Delaware  than  the  Chesopeek;  and  that  there  is  no  reason  to 
suppose,  that  in  the  Summer  he  would  undertake  the  Journey  by 
Land.  This  Honorable  Gentleman  seems  then  to  be  out  of  the  Ques- 
tion. Of  the  three  remaining  Southern  Gentlemen,  the  Honorable 
Mr.  Munroe  is  already  in  this  City,  and  the  Honorable  Mr.  Grayson, 
daily  expected. 

If — for  tho  we  do  not  presume  to  dictate,  we  are  Obliged  to  Name  a 
place  for  the  sake  of  Computation — If  the  Court  should  be  held  at 
Wilmington  the  distances  to  be  Travelled  would  stand  thus — 
By  the  Honorable  Mr.  Wythe  292  Miles 

the  Honorable  Mr.  Harrison  164 

the  Honorable  Mr.  Johnson  134 

the  Honorable  Mr.  Reade  6 

the  Honorable  Mr.  Munroe  120 

the  Honorable  Mr.  Grayson  120 

the  Honorable  Mr.  Smith  60 

the  Honorable  Mr.  Patterson  87 

Total  983 

On  the  other  hand,  should  Williamsburgh  be  adhered  to,  the  Hon- 
orable Mr.  Wythe  would  indeed  be  at  home,  but 

Mr.  Harrison  must  perform  a  Journey  of  130  Miles 

Mr.  Reade  286 

Mr.  Munroe  &  Mr.  Grayson  each  400  800 

Mr.  Smith  352 

Mr.  Patterson  379 

Mr.  Johnson  200 

Total  2147 

The  difference  then  to  the  Court  collectively  considered  and  we 
conceive  it  to  be  our  duty  to  consider  them  collectively  and  with  an 
equal  degree  of  Attention  and  respect  would  be  in  favour  of  Wilming- 
ton as  983  Miles  are  to  2147. 

Thirdly.  Add  to  this  the  Attendance  of  Agents, 
with  the  Records  and  Proofs  which  must  be  brought  to  view  in  investi- 
gating the  Ancient  Transactions  with  which  this  Contest  is  con- 
nected— and  can  it  be  conceived  that  the  Cause  ought  to  be  carried 
down  for  Trial  to  so  remote  a  City  as  Williamsburgh? 

Fourthly.  The  Law  Agents  for  New  York  who  have  been  appointed 
because  they  are  best  acquainted  with  the  Controversy  are  in  public 
Stations,  which  they  cannot  abandon  without  Public  Detriment,  to  say 
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nothing  of  private  Injury  to  themselves.  Whether  it  is  reasonable  to 
deprive  the  State  of  their  Services  merely  on  Account  of  the  supposed 
Convenience  which  may  arise  by  holding  the  Court  at  Williamsburgh 
is  humbly  Sub[mit]ted? 

Fifthly.  It  is  true  that  the  Honorable  Delegates  for  the  Massachusetts 
have  proposed  that  the  Court  shall  [be]  held  at  Williamsburgh,  altho 
they  are  much  more  [re]  mote  from  that  City  than  the  Agents  for  New 
York — these  honorable  Gentlemen  may  find  no  Inconvenience  in 
such  a  Measure;  but  we  can  with  truth  say  that  we  would  expose  our 
Cause  to  Hazards  which  Prudence  requires  us  to  Shun. 

Sixthly.  The  Expence  of  Carrying  parties  and  Witnesses  so  great  a 
Journey  would  be  enormous  and  we  have  every  reason  to  apprehend 
that  few  Men  could  be  prevaild  upon  to  undertake  it. 

These  are  the  Reasons  which  give  rise  to  the  present  Memorial,  and 
we  flatter  ourselves  they  will  have  sufficient  weight  to  Induce  the  Hon- 
orable Congress  to  Grant  the  Relief  which  the  sacred  Cause  of  Justice 
requires.3  James  Duane  |    Agents  for 

Walter  Livingston  '    New  York 

MS  (DNA:  PCC,  item  67).  In  a  clerical  hand  and  signed  by  James  Duane  and  Walter 
Livingston. 

1  For  the  background  of  this  controversy  and  the  selection  of  judges,  see  New  York 
Agents' Journal,  December  4-9,  1784,  notes  5-7. 

2  For  this  January  21  determination,  see  JCC,  28:13. 

3  Notwithstanding  this  appeal,  Congress  failed  to  grant  the  relief  sought  and 
Williamsburg  remained  the  site  designated  for  the  trial.  On  the  other  hand,  presenta- 
tion of  this  memorial  delayed  official  notification  of  the  judges  agreed  upon,  as  Presi- 
dent Lee  hesitated  to  forward  attested  copies  of  their  appointment  undl  Congress  re- 
sponded to  New  York's  protest,  which  it  failed  to  do.  And  the  selection  of  Williamsburg 
was  again  the  focus  of  congressional  debate  on  February  3  when  Hugh  Williamson 
moved  to  overturn  the  decision  on  the  ground  that  the  "mode  of  determining"  the  site 
on  January  21  was  "extremely  dangerous  in  precedent"  and  contrary  to  the  ninth  Arti- 
cle  of  the  Confederation.  Whereas  the  Articles  required  "a  majority"  of  the  United 
States  or  seven  votes  for  congressional  decisions,  Williamson  noted,  Williamsburg  had 
been  selected  "by  five  states  only."  The  Massachusetts  and  New  York  agents  had  mutu- 
ally agreed  on  December  24  that  the  trial  site  should  be  determined  by  Congress  "by  a 
vote  of  the  majority  of  the  states  to  be  assembled,"  however,  and  the  determination  had 
been  made  on  January  21  when  only  nine  states  were  in  attendance.  This  agreement 
therefore  negated  Williamson's  contention,  and  the  motion  itself  did  not  come  to  a 
vote,  although  it  was  contested  on  a  point  of  order.  The  debate  at  this  juncture  is  diffi- 
cult to  follow,  for  the  president  sustained  the  modon  against  the  challenge,  and  his  rul- 
ing was  sustained  by  a  roll  call  vote  that  was  later  deleted  from  the  journals  "with  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House,  Monday,  Feby.  7."  The  proceedings  of  the  3d  on 
Williamson's  modon  were  consequently  lined  out  in  Secretary  Thomson's  manuscript 
journal,  but  the  evidence  is  presented  ambiguously  in  the  printed  Journals.  Cf.  PCC, 
item  1,  vol.  36;  and  JCC,  28:38-40.  For  the  Massachusetts  delegates'  understanding  of 
and  response  to  this  New  York  memorial,  see  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Governor  and  Council,  February  7,  and  to  the  Massachusetts  Assembly, 
February  12,  1785. 
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Samuel  Holten  to  John  Hancock 

Sir,  New  York,  27th.  January,  1 785. 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  your  Excellency  last,1  Congress 
have  assembled  in  this  City,  8c  ten  States  being  represented,  they  are 
now  much  engaged  in  business,  &  I  can't  but  hope,  we  shall  get  thro' 
with  the  most  important  matters,  so  as  to  have  a  recess  in  the  spring, 
notwithstanding,  so  much  time  was  lost  before  we  made  a  Congress,  & 
in  adjourning  to  this  City. 

Two  days  since  Congress  made  choice  of  the  Honorable  John  Lewis 
Gervais  of  South  Carolina,  honorable  Samuel  Osgood  of  Masstts.,  & 
the  honorable  Walter  Livingston  of  New  York,  commissioners  for 
the  treasury.2 

I  conclude  before  this  comes  to  hand,  that  your  Excellency  will  have 
heard,  that  Congress  had  determined  upon  Williamsburgh  in  Virginia 
for  holding  the  fcederal  Court  for  settling  the  dispute  between 
Masstts.  8c  New  York;  but  yesterday  the  agents  of  N.Y.  presented  a 
memorial  to  Congress  representing  that  Williamsburgh  was  not  the 
most  proper  place  for  the  Court  to  sit,  8c  praying  for  a  reconsideration 
of  the  matter,  8c  after  debate  it  was  agreed  that  it  shoidd  be  on  the 
table  'till  this  day,  so  that  what  farther  determination  it  will  produce  in 
Congress  is  uncertain.3 

I  have,  with  perfect  respect,  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  servant,  S.  Holten 

RC  (M-Ar:  Revolutionary  War  Letters). 

1  See  Holten  to  Hancock,  December  25,  1784. 

2  See  JCC,  28:18. 

:!  See  the  preceding  entry. 


Samuel  Holten  to  John  Kettell 

Dear  Mr.  Kettell,  New  York,  27th.  January,  1785 

I  have  been  favored  with  your  dutiful  address  of  the  28th  of  Deer.  & 
it  gave  me  sensible  pleasure  to  hear  from  you. 

I  am  glad  to  find  your  brother  8c  his  daughters  have  visited  you,  as  it 
must  have  been  very  agreeable  to  Mother;  I  make  no  doubt  but  he  will 
receive  my  letter,  but  I  do  not  expect  to  hear  from  him  this  winter. 

Your  information  respecting  your  "small  affairs  at  home,"  are  very 
agreeable;  and  I  assure  you  that  I  put  such  intire  confidence  in  your 
Judgment,  prudence,  8c  discretion,  that  I  consider  it  unnecessary  to 
give  any  advice  about  affairs  at  home,  where  you  are  concerned. 

After  I  arrived  at  Trenton  it  was  a  month  before  we  made  a  Con- 
gress, 8c  we  have  spent  about  three  weeks  in  removing  to  this  City; 
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but  as  ten  States  are  now  represented,  we  are  much  engaged  in 
business  of  the  greatest  importance;  the  people  here  are  the  most 
polite  8c  obliging  I  have  ever  met  with,  visitors,  invitations  to  dine, 
visiting  cards,  &c,  &c,  &c  are  numerous,  so  that  you  may  suppose, 
what  with  the  business  of  Congress,  &  returning  visits  &  proper 
compliment  to  the  citizens  must  engage  much  of  my  attention,  how- 
ever, I  appropriate  from  10  o'clock  in  the  evening  to  twelve  to  an- 
swer the  letters  I  receive  from  my  correspondents,  which  are  very 
numerous;  so  that  you  may  perceive  that  my  time  of  rest  is  from  12 
till  Jenny  comes  to  make  my  fire  about  8  in  the  morning.  I  find  no 
inconvenience  from  sitting  up  late  for  I  could  not  sleep  the  whole 
night  if  I  went  to  bed. 

My  health  is  better  than  it  was,  some  time  since,  but  far  short  of 
what  it  was  when  I  left  home. 

You  will  make  my  dutiful  respects  to  mother,  &  kindest  love  to  Mrs. 
Kettell,  &  the  dear  little  ones,  &  also  notice  my  regards  to  Mr  [?]  Put- 
nam 8c  wife. 

Yours,  with  every  parental  affection 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 


Pennsylvania  Delegates  to  John  Dickinson 

Sir  New  York  Jany  27th.  1 785 

Mr  Henry  arrived  here  last  Monday  afternoon  8c  brought  with  him 
Copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania  relat- 
ing to  the  Wyoming  dispute  since  the  decree  at  Trenton  and  also  your 
Excellency's  letter.1 

His  arrival  was  Very  Seasonable  the  next  day  having  been  appointed 
for  debating  it  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  but  as  neither  of 
us  coud  possibly  in  so  short  a  time  be  fully  possesed  of  the  history  of 
the  facts  we  got  it  posponed  and  hope  that  it  will  not  be  revived  at  an 
early  day. 

We  have  the  Honor  further  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  a  report 
of  a  Committee  is  now  on  the  table  respecting  the  appointment  of 
additional  commissioners  of  accounts  Stating  generally  That  Con- 
gress will  appoint  one  or  more  additional  commissioners  in  such  of 
the  larger  States  whose  Circumstances  may  require  subject  to  the 
regulations  of  the  acts  of  Congress  of  and  instruc- 

tions given  by  the  late  Superintendant  of  finance.  We  expect  this 
report  will  be  passed  upon  in  a  day  or  two  when  we  will  have  the 
honor  of  transmiting  a  Copy  and  hope  it  will  be  satisfactory  to 
the  State.2 
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Tuesday  last  Congress  appointed  commissioners  of  the  treasury — 
Mr.  Jarvais  of  Charleston,  Mr  Osgood  of  Boston  and  Mr  Walter  Liv- 
ingston of  this  City  are  the  Gentlemen  appointed. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be,  your  Excellys  Very  Humble  Servts, 

William  Henry 

Jos.  Gardner 

RC  (PHarH:  RG  27).  Written  by  Joseph  Gardner  and  signed  by  Gardner  and  William  Henry. 

i  President  Dickinson's  January  18  letter  to  the  Pennsylvania  delegates  is  in  Pa. 
Archives,  1st  ser.  10:398—99.  For  the  list  of  "the  proceedings .  .  .  relating  to  the  Wyoming 
dispute,"  see  Pa.  Council  Minutes,  14:318-20. 

'-'  Pennsylvania's  appeal  for  the  appointment  of  two  or  more  additional  commission- 
ers for  the  setdement  of  the  claims  of  her  citizens  against  the  United  States  had  been 
communicated  in  a  December  20,  1784,  letter  ftom  Dickinson  to  Congress,  which  is  in 
PCC,  item  69,  2:479-86.  It  was  referred  to  committee  on  December  23,  which  submitted 
a  report  January  26  that  was  recommitted  on  the  28th,  and  resubmitted  February  11. 
The  committee's  recommendation  to  appoint  one  additional  commissioner  each  for 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  and  that  they  be  appointed  by  the  Continental  comptroller 
of  the  treasury  and  not  by  officials  of  their  respective  states,  was  adopted  February  23. 
See/CC,  28:20-21,  24n,  61-63,  73-74,  92-93.  See  also  Pennsylvania  Delegates  to  Dickin- 
son, February  7,  1785. 


William  Ellery  to  Christopher  Ellery 

Dear  Brother:  Trenton,  [January  28?  1785] ' 

In  my  letter,  dated  Jan.  1st,  I  presented  to  you  the  compliments  of 
the  season,  and  particularly  wished  my  amiable  cousin  Betsey,  who  I 
suspected  would  before  the  close  of  the  year  form  a  new  and  impor- 
tant connection,  a  happy  new  year.  By  a  letter  from  Mr.  Channing  I 
find  that  event  took  place  about  the  time  I  wrote;  upon  which  accept 
my  congratulations,  and  be  pleased  with  my  regards  to  your  son-in-law 
and  married  daughter  to  tender  to  them  my  best  wishes  that  they  may 
enjoy  all  the  felicity  that  the  marriage  state  can  afford. ...  I  could  wish 
to  know  how  our  brother  is.  This  I  think  is  the  time  of  year  in  which  he 
used  to  be  attacked  by  the  asthma  with  the  greatest  fury.  It  is  indeed  a 
pity  that  a  man  who  enjoys  such  a  fine  flow  of  spirits,  and  who  so  well 
loves  to  talk,  should  not  be  able  to  breathe  freely;  but  the  human  con- 
stitution is  subject  to  disorders,  and  he  is  the  happiest  who  is  the  least 
oppressed  by  them.  Thank  God,  I  enjoy  a  pretty  good  state  of  health, 
but  I  have  been  for  some  days  afflicted  with  an  inflammation,  princi- 
pally in  my  right  eye,  which  obliges  me  to  be  temperate,  and  debars  me 
from  the  amusement  of  reading.  I  hope  it  will  go  off  soon,  and  that  I 
shall  Dot  long  suffer  by  my  attempts  in  wriling  to  convince  my  friends 
thai  I  hold  them  in  the  most  grateful  and  pleasing  remembrance. 

I  have  declined  several  invitations  to  dine  on  this  account,  but  if 
hereby  I  have  lost  any  pleasure,  I  have  saved  constitution.  The  gentle- 
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men  of  this  city-  take  great  notice  of  members  of  Congress.  Their  cards 
are  as  frequent  as  leaves,  and  their  tables  are  sumptuous.  I  dined  yes- 
terday with  the  Marine  Society,  whose  regulations  resemble  those  of 
the  Fellowship  Club  of  Newport.  The  company  was  very  large  and  the 
talk  plentiful.  This  society  hath  a  handsome  fund  which  secures  to  the 
widows  of  masters  and  mates  of  vessels  who  had  belonged  to  the  soci- 
ety a  considerable  support.  All  institutions  calculated  to  promote  the 
happiness  of  mankind  merit  encouragement.  In  the  evening  I  went  to 
Monsieur  Quesnay's  Concert,  which  was  the  merest  farce  in  the  world. 
We  saw  cobblers,  or  rather  the  shades  of  cobblers,  etc.,  working  to 
music;  heard  Jockey  on  the  Green  played  pretty  well,  and  the  tune  to 
Guardian  Angels  performed  amidst  mimic  thunder  and  lightning. 
Dances  by  masters  and  misses  concluded  this  grand  and  instructive  ex- 
hibition. What  effect  exhibitions  of  this  sort  may  have  upon  the 
morals  of  the  people,  I  leave  with  you  to  determine. 

We  have  ten  States  on  the  floor,  and  have  a  prospect  of  twelve  pretty 
soon,  when  business  may  proceed  with  some  degree  of  celerity.2  Most 
of  the  business  of  Congress  requires  nine  States,  and  an  agreement  of 
nine  in  ten  is  not  much  to  be  expected.  We  have  lately  received  letters 
from  our  Commissioners.  They  have  announced  their  authority  to  ne- 
gotiate commercial  treaties  to  the  ministers  of  most  of  the  powers, 
and  received  favorable  and  polite  answers,  but  nothing  effectual  had 
been  done  when  their  joint  letter  of  the  1 1  th  November  was  dated. 

I  wish  you  would  procure  of  Mr.  Peabody  two  handsome  walnut 
canes  of  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch  thickness  next  to  the  head, 
and  three  feet  eight  inches  in  length,  well  polished,  and  armed  with 
good  ferrules.  I  mean  to  make  a  present  of  one  of  them  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress.  Desire  the  captain  who  may  take  charge  of  them  to 
send  them  on  his  arrival  at  New  York  to  Mrs.  Hart's,  on  Smith  street, 
not  far  from  Pitt's  statue,  that  being  the  house  where  I  board. 

I  am  affect'y  yours,  W.  Ellery. 

MS  not  found;  reprinted  from  Historical  Magazine,  3  (July  1859):  211-12. 

1  This  date  has  been  conjectured  from  the  assumption  that  it  was  posted  to  Rhode  Is- 
land with  the  following  entry.  Furthermore,  Ellery  notes  herein  that  "We  now  have  ten 
States  on  the  floor,"  which  Congress  achieved  on  January  25.  The  appearance  of  "Tren- 
ton" on  the  dateline  is  an  obvious  error,  either  Ellery's  or  that  of  the  editor  of  the  His- 
torical Magazine,  for  Ellery's  references  to  "the  gentlemen  of  this  city,"  the  "Marine  Soci- 
ety," and  "Monsieur  Quesnay's  Concert,"  all  pertain  to  New  York. 

2  Ten  states  were  first  represented  on  January  25;  the  representation  of  12  states  was 
not  achieved  until  March  21.  SeeJCC,  28:17-18,  179,  182. 


William  Ellery  to  William  Greene 

New  York  Jany.  28th.  1785 
I  have  received  your  Excellency's  letter  inclosing  a  copy  of  the 
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mode  of  making  Parmesan  cheese,  which  was  transmitted  to  your  lady 
by  Dr.  Franklin,  for  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks. 

Since  the  arrival  of  Congress  at  this  city  we  have  attempted  much 
business:  but  only  a  little  has  been  completed.  The  most  important 
affairs  are  in  the  hands  of  a  Grand  Committee;  such  as  a  proposal,  to 
empower  Congress  to  regulate  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  to 
form  a  requisition  for  the  present  year,  to  frame  an  establishment 
for  a  mint,  an  application  to  Congress  from  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts for  an  explanation  of  that  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
which  respects  bona  fide  debts  &c.  After  repeated  efforts  to  chuse 
Commissioners  for  the  treasury,  Messrs.  Osgood  of  Massachusetts, 
Walter  Livingston  of  this  State,  and  Jervais  of  Charlestown  So.  Car- 
olina are  at  last  elected. 

Before  this  letter  reaches  you,  you  will  have  heard  and  seen  the  res- 
olution of  Congress  relative  to  a  federal  town.1  Nothing  but  the  loss 
of  time  attending  the  vibration  of  Congress,  the  retardment  of  public 
business,  and  many  other  pernicious  consequences  resulting  from 
the  unsettled  state  of  Congress  would  have  induced  me  to  come  into 
that  measure,  at  a  time  when  the  great  demands  against  the  public 
are  unsatisfied.  We  have  not  been  able  as  yet  to  appoint  commission- 
ers to  carry  that  resolution  into  execution,  and  I  can't  conjecture 
when  it  will  be  done;  for  some  members  are  opposed  to  the  measure, 
and  will  throw  every  obstruction  in  the  way,  in  their  power,  in  order 
to  defeat  it,  so  that  the  federal  town  may  be  yet  considered  as  in  the 
air.  If  one  should  be  erected  I  should  suppose  that  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware  would  be  preferred  by  our  State  to  those  of  the  Potowmack; 
and  I  trust  that  the  adjournment  to  this  city,  as  it  has  brought  my  col- 
league and  me  nearer  to  our  constituents,  and,  by  increasing  the 
business  of  our  Packet-boats,  will  throw  some  money  into  the  State, 
will  not  be  disagreeable. 

We  have  received  letters  from  our  ministers  abroad,  which  I  dare 
not  remark  upon;  because,  with  regard  to  them,  we  are  under  an  in- 
junction of  secrecy.  Paragraphs  taken  from  those  letters  are  transmit- 
ted to  the  Executive  of  each  State  to  be  laid  before  the  respective  leg- 
islatures, under  an  injunction  of  secrecy.2  I  opposed  their  being  thus 
transmitted;  and  after  the  vote  had  passed  desired  that  the  house 
would  declare  their  sense,  whether  any  thing  more  was  meant  than  to 
prevent  copies  thereof  being  taken  &  published.3  The  house  did  not 
do  it;  but  several  members  said  that  that  was  their  intention.  I  think, 
in  a  time  of  peace,  nothing  should  be  kept  secret  in  which  the  people 
at  large  are  interested;  and  in  Republics,  especially,  secrecy  is  very  apt 
to  beget  suspicion. 

Your  Excellency  knows  my  opinion  with  regard  to  the  Impost.  I 
trust  that  nothing  but  the  last  necessity  will  induce  our  state  to  em- 
brace it  in  its  present  form,  if  at  all.  It  is  probable  that  this  State  will 
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not  come  into  it;  and  if  it  should  not  I  think  we  ought  not  to  be  scared 
into  it,  by  the  inefficacious  acts  of  Connecticut  If  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  motion  for  empowering  Congress  to  regulate  trade 
by  laying  duties  thereon;  to  be  collected  by  the  States  and  applied  to 
their  own  use,  should  substantially  correspond  with  the  motion  we 
shall  agree  to  it;  because  a  uniformity  of  duties  will  prevent  a  variety  of 
interests;  and  because  I  expect  a  handsom  sum  may  be  collected  from 
such  of  the  maritime  powers  as  have  disclosed  very  illiberal  commer- 
cial Principles.  We  have  not  received  a  line  from  our  Commissioners 
for  treating  with  the  Indians,  since  the  treaty  at  Fort  Schuyler.  I  wish 
we  could  get  the  Western  territory  under  sale;  but  it  will  take  time  to 
do  this.  In  the  mean  time  I  hope  that  the  people  will  be  content  to 
pay  the  interest  of  the  public  debt  by  direct  taxation,  and  not  be  hur- 
ried by  their  impatience  into  measures  which  may  prove  pernicious  to 
their  liberty. 

I  am  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  Yr  Excellency's  most 
obedt.  servt.  Wm  Ellery 

RC  (R-Ar:  Letters  to  Governors). 

1  See  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  the  States,  December  24,  1784. 

2  See  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  the  States,  January  21,  1785. 

3  No  roll  call  votes  were  recorded  in  the  journals  on  any  of  these  issues. 


David  Howell  to  Benjamin  Rush 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  January  28,  1785. 

Your  favour  of  16th  Instant  is  before  me.  It  always  gives  me  pleasure 
to  be  charged  with  business  where  the  interests  of  Literature  are  con- 
cerned— And  in  the  application  of  Dickinson  College  for  the  use  of  the 
public  buildings  at  Carlisle  I  have  the  additional  pleasure  of  obliging  a 
particular  friend  &  gratifying  many  respectable  cidzens  of  Pennsylvania. 

Your  labours,  my  worthy  friend,  in  the  cause  of  Literature,  as  well  as 
freedom,  are  not  unknown  to  the  World — nor  will  posterity  be  un- 
grateful to  your  memory  whatever  Shades  faction,  or  bigotry  may  at- 
tempt to  cast  over  your  character  while  living. 

Your  memorial  in  behalf  of  the  Trustees  has  been  laid  before  Con- 
gress &  referred  to  a  Committee  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Chairman.  In  consequence  of  instructions  from  the  Committee  I  have 
written  to  Mr.  Hodgson  our  Commissary  of  Military  Stores,  for  infor- 
mation touching  the  buildings  at  Carlisle — and  our  report  is  sus- 
pended. The  following  form  of  a  report  has  been  agreed  to  in  com- 
mittee. That  be  &  he  is  hereby  authorized  &  directed  to  let 
by  lease,  on  reasonable  rents  to  the  Trustees  of  Dickinson  College  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  ten  years  the  pub- 
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lie  buildings  erected  at  the  expence  of  the  U.  States  at  Carlisle  in  sd 
State  during  the  late  War,  or  such  parts  thereof  as  are  not  wanted  for 
the  public  Stores.  And  that  Securities  for  liquidated  debts  due  from 
the  U.  States  be  made  receiveable  in  payment  of  sd  rents.1 

I  send  this  for  your  private  information  only — and  for  your  remarks.  I 
cannot  say  what  Congress  may  be  disposed  to  do,  but  pray  you  to  be 
assured  of  my  support — and  of  the  esteem,  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  be  Dr  Sir,  your  very  hble  Sert  D.  Howell. 

RC  (PPL:  Rush  Papers). 

1  The  January  16  memorial  of  the  Dickinson  College  trustees,  which  was  written  and 
signed  by  Rush,  and  Samuel  Hodgdon's  response  to  the  committee's  inquiries  concern- 
ing the  public  buildings  at  Carlisle,  are  in  PCC,  item  42,  2:307-11.  The  memorial  was 
referred  on  January  25  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Howell,  William  Henry,  andjames 
McHenry,  whose  report  was  adopted  on  February  7  substantially  as  indicated  here  by 
Howell,  for  which  see  JCC,  28:18n,  44.  See  also  Lambert  Cadwalader  to  Rush,  January 
25;  James  McHenry  to  Rush,  January  31;  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Rush,  February  6,  1785; 
and  Rush,  Letters  (Butterfield),  1:351-55. 


Grand  Committee  Minutes  of  Proceedings 

29th  January  1785. 

On  Letter  30th  Septr.  from  the  Superintendent  of  Fin — with  Letter 
from  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette  8c  Inclosures l — Etats  de  droits, 

to  apply  to  Congress  to  be  dischargd  &  to  move  that  they  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Secty  of  Foreign  affairs  to  report.2 

Adams  of  20th  Octr.,  &  Barclay  15th  Now. 
Same  order.3 

At  this  Meeting  Chairman  Instructd  to  write  late  Superintendent  of 
Finance4 — and  Inclose  Copy  the  reasons  &ca.  In  them  8c  some  further 
Instructn.5 

Referred  Application  from  the  Merchants  of  New  York  to 
Mr  Piatt,  Mr  Cadwallader,  Mr  Howell 

Letters  8c  papers  from  the  late  Superintend  of  Finance  referred  at 
last  meeting  to  a  sub  Committee  of  3  (to  say)  Mr  Williamson,  Mr  How- 
ell, Mr  Partridge.6 

Instructions  of  Massachusetts  relative  to  a  Money-mint  &c.  referred 
to  a  Subcomee,  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Henry  8c  Mr.  McHenry.7 

A  Subcommittee  was  appointed  to  digest  the  Subject  of  facilities — 
Several  motion  referred  to  them  together  with  the  report  of  a  Sub- 
committee to  whom  was  referred  an  application  from  certain  holder 
of  L.O.  certificate. 

That  the  Chairman  apply  to  the  late  S.  F.  for  a  Statement  of  the 
amount  of  his  receipts  &  expenditures  since  the  date  of  his  late  State- 
ment thereof  laid  before  Congress.8 
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That  the  Chairman  apply  to  the  late  S.  F.  for  information  touching 
the  arrangements  he  has  made  for  paying  the  interest  due,  or  which 
may  fall  due,  from  the  U.  States  on  money  contracts  in  Europe — 
touching  payments  made,  or  measures  taken  to  make  payments,  by 
the  several  States  on  the  requisition  of  April  27,  1784,  8c  touching 
monies  in  the  Treasury,  or  elsewhere  not  specially  appropriated.9 

The  subcommittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  certain 
holders  of  L.O.  certificates,  beg  leave  to  report — that,  in  their  opin- 
ion, the  collection  of  the  requisition  for  the  current  year  should  be  so 
modified  as  to  admit  any  State  to  pay  to  all  holders  of  L.O.  certificates 
issued  from  the  office  of  such  State  &  to  all  holders  of  certificates  for 
liquidated  debts  due  from  the  U.  States,  who  are  inhabitants  of  such 
State,  the  amount  of  interest  due  on  such  certificates  &  payable  out  of 
that  requisition  provided  the  Sums  so  to  be  paid  shall  not  exceed  such 
States  Quota.10 

MS  (DLC:  Peter  Force  Miscellany).  In  the  hand  of  Jacob  Read  and  David  Howell.  For 
the  appointment,  composition,  and  renewal  of  this  committee,  see  Grand  Committee 
Minutes,  December  4,  1784. 

1  For  this  Robert  Morris  letter  and  enclosures,  see  ibid.,  note  6. 

2  Read  later  added  at  this  point:  "Moved  in  Congress  accordingly."  For  Congress'  re- 
ferral of  this  matter  to  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  on  February  7,  see  JCC,  28:47n. 

:!  Read  later  added:  "Moved  Accordingly."John  Adams'  October  20,  1784,  letter  is  in 
PCC,  item  84,  5:347-50;  and  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-89,  1:465-66.  Thomas  Bar- 
clay's letter  is  in  ibid.,  pp.  355-56;  and  PCC,  item  137,  4:373-75. 

4  See  Grand  Committee  to  Robert  Morris,  February  1,  1785. 

5  Read  later  inserted  at  this  point:  "March  5th.  See  Morris  Letters,  19th,  23rd  &  25th 
Feby  with  papers  returned  in  consequence  of  these  resolves."  None  of  these  letters  is  in 
the  PCC. 

6  On  the  verso  of  this  page  of  minutes,  Read  later  added  the  following  comments: 
"On  this  5th  March  filled  up  the  Subcommittee  in  room  of  Mr  Partridge  now  retired 

from  Congress,  Membr  Mr  King. 

"On  Mot[io]n  added  two  Members  to  this  Committee,  Mr  McHenry,  Mr  Cadwallader 
"Sub  Committee  on  the  requisition — papers  from  the  late  Sup  of  Finance  &ca — now 

are — Mr  Williamson,  Mr  Howell,  Mr  King,  Mr  McHenry,  Mr  Cadwallader 

"NB  This  Committee  have  all  the  papers  as  well  those  from  The  Comptrollers  Office 

received  formerly — as  those  with  Mr  Morris's  Letters  of  19th,  23,  &  25th  February." 

7  See  Grand  Committee  Minutes,  December  4,  1784,  note  7.  This  paragraph  and  the 
remainder  of  the  committee  minutes  are  in  the  hand  of  David  Howell. 

8  The  verso  of  this  paragraph  is  endorsed:  "Motion  of  Mr  Howell  for  Accounts  from 
the  Office  of  Finance.  Question — if  Mr  Milligans  accts.  do  not  answer  this.  Passed  29th 
January  1785." 

9  The  verso  of  this  paragraph  is  endorsed:  "29th  Jany  1785.  Mr  Howells  motion 
passed.  To  apply  to  Congress  for  leave  to  lay  before  the  late  Sup  of  F.  Extracts  of  the 
Ministers  Letters  &ca  relating  to  the  Money  Contract." 

10  The  verso  of  this  paragraph  is  endorsed:  "Report  of  Subcommittee  consisting  of 
Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Cadwallader  &  Mr.  Howell." 

Another  brief  report  of  this  subcommittee,  undated,  in  an  unidentified  hand,  and  on 
a  separate  sheet  of  paper  in  this  collection,  reads  as  follows: 

"The  Subcommittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Memorial  of  certain  Holders  of  Loan 
Office  Certificates  beg  Leave  to  report  that  in  their  Opinion  it  should  be  recommended 
to  the  several  States  to  pay  to  their  respective  Inhabitants  holders  of  Loan  Office  Certifi- 
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cates  issued  from  any  of  the  Loan  Offices  of  the  United  States  or  holders  of  Certificates 
for  Liquidated  Debts  the  Interest  from  time  to  time  to  become  due  on  such  Certificates 
and  that  such  Payments  to  be  made  by  the  several  States  be  deemed  Payments  on  the 
Requisitions  from  Congress  and  the  several  States  to  be  accordingly  credited  with  the 
Amount  of  such  Payments  And  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  States  in  their  Laws  au- 
thor i/ing  such  Payments  to  devise  Means  for  preventing  Fraud  by  Counterfeits." 


James  Monroe  to  John  Francis  Mercer 

Dear  Sir  N.  Yorkjany.  29.  1785. 

Yesterday  Mr.  Gervais,  Mr.  Osgood  8c  Mr.  W.  Livingston  were  elected 
comrs.  of  the  treasury.1  So.  Carolina  &  N  York  voted  agnst.  you  upon 
the  first  ballot,  and  as  No.  Carolina  8c  Virga.  were  the  only  votes  in 
your  favor,  we  withdrew  you  immediately  from  the  nomination.  The 
first  two  were  elected  on  the  first  ballot  8c  the  3d  the  2d.  Mr.  Read  was 
out  of  Congress  when  the  vote  was  taken,  being  indispos'd  &  was  very 
sensibly  mortified  at  the  vote  of  his  state.  The  principle  upon  wh.  the 
delegation  of  N.Y  acted  was  well-known  to  me,  (at  least  I  suspected  it) 
before  we  left  Trenton,  &  from  the  conduct  of  that  of  So.  Ca.  I  must 
confess  I  was  not  surpris'd  at  theirs.  You  have  no  reason  for  pain  or 
anxiety  at  this  decision:  for  yr.  age,  8c  little  experience  in  business,  a 
very  honorable  attention  was  paid  you  at  Trenton  in  the  vote  of  5 
States.2  You  had  also  formd  early  in  your  service  here  some  powerful 
enemies  who  have  injur'd  you  in  their  States  8c  wh.  it  will  take  some 
time  to  get  the  better  of.  The  exertion  of  yr.  State  &  of  yr.  frnds.  in 
other  States  to  promote  yr.  wishes  in  this  instance,  as  it  impresses  on 
other  delegations  8c  of  course  on  their  States,  the  knowledge  of  the 
confidence  8c  respect  wh.  your  State  entertain  for  you,  will  I  hope 
have  this  tendency.  As  I  have  not  reed,  a  line  from  you  since  I  left  An- 
napolis, &  of  course  know  not  the  present  state  of  your  enjoyments,  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  say  anything  with  respect  to  your  future  direc- 
tion. Indeed  all  that  I  cod.  say,  was  I  possess'd  of  this  information, 
wod.  be  to  give  you  my  opinion  upon  the  propriety  of  your  coming 
here.  There  seems  to  be  a  strong  disposition  existing  among  the  more 
respectable  members,  to  prevent  an  adjournment  untill  all  the  arrang- 
ments  of  the  Union  are  effected  here,  8c  in  the  instances  wherein  they 
depend  on  the  measures  of  States  in  their  Legislative  character,  ef- 
fected there  also,  so  that  the  Union  stand  well  connected  together  8c 
under  a  wise  direction  with  respect  to  foreign  nations.  If  this  policy 
takes  place,  wh.  I  shall  warmly  advocate,  our  session  will  perhaps  con- 
tinue for  a  year  or  two,  with  respect  to  accomodations  I  doubt  not 
they  may  be  obtain 'd  here.  Mr.  Hardy  &  myself  have  hir'd  three  very 
excellent  rooms  in  a  convenient  house,  in  a  fashionable  part  of  the 
town,  8c  yesterday  began  to  keep  house.  God  knows  what  hand  we 
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shall  make  of  it.  We  have  had  but  one  dinner  yet  wh.  was  only  tolera- 
ble. But  we  live  at  ease,  are  quiet  8c  well  situated  for  business.  The  lady 
of  whom  we  hire  them  &  who  occupies  the  remdr.  is  very  aged  8c  a 
quaker.  Some  letters  from  our  foreign  ministers  being  read  in  Con- 
gress were  referr'd  to  a  committee.3  The  committee  reported  the  day 
after  we  reed,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Jay  containing  this  paragraph.  "I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  I  have  come  into  the  office  of  foreign  affrs.  with 
Ideas  of  its  duties  8c  rights  somewhat  different  from  those  wh.  seem  to 
be  entertain'd  by  Congress.  If  that  shd.  prove  to  be  the  case,  I  shall 
certainly  think  it  my  duty  either  to  execute  it  on  the  plan  most  agree- 
able to  theirs,  or  retire  from  it  with  as  much  acquiescence  &  respect  as 
I  accepted  it  with  confidence  in  their  delicacy,  8c  gratitude  for  the 
honor  they  did  me."4  This  was  also  referr'd  upon  wh.  Mr.  Jay  pro- 
duced to  the  committee  a  report  drawn  by  himself  for  them  to  adopt 
&:  hand  into  Congress,  part  of  wh.  is  as  follows.  "Your  committee  are 
of  opinion  that  whatever  intelligence  from  abroad  Congress  may 
think  proper  to  transmit  to  them  or  others  (meaning  the  govrs.  of 
states)  shod,  be  by  the  Secretary  of  foreign  affrs.  8c  that  all  foreign 
Letters  8c  papers  wh.  may  be  laid  before  Congress  shod,  in  the  first  in- 
stance be  referr'd  to  him.  "5  Of  this  committee  I  am  the  chairman,  the 
other  members  are  Piatt,  Read,  Hardy  8c  Spaight,  and  I  will  candidly 
own  to  you,  that  I  consider  the  servants  of  Congress  in  a  different 
point  of  view  from  that  in  wh.  Mr.  Jay  holds  them:  I  wod.  consult  or 
not  consult  them  at  pleasure  8c  make  them  respectful  8c  obedient  to 
the  orders  they  receive.  As  you  tell  me  nothing  from  the  ladies  I  am  to 
believe  the  ladies  think  not  of  me.  I  might  apply  the  same  reasoning 
to  yourself  but  will  attribute  it  in  both  instances  to  more  interesting  in- 
gagments,  wh.  in  your  case  is  pardonable.  I  am  yr.  friend, 

Jas.  Monroe 

P.S.  Remember  me  very  affectionately  to  my  friend  Genl  Gates.  Sug- 
gest to  him  that  I  feel  it  will  be  difficult  to  have  the  arrang'ments  we 
wish'd  8c  wh.  the  interests  of  the  union  require  carried  into  effect; 
that  if  any  difficulty  shod,  appear  in  placing  him  at  the  head  of  the 
war  department  I  shall  have  him  withdrawn.  Make  known  to  him  also 
the  delicacy  of  my  own  situation  in  that  instance.  Believe  me  there  is 
not  a  woman  in  this  town  half  so  hansome  as  Miss  Ch. 

P.S.  I  have  inform'd  Stone  we  withdrew  you  from  the  nomination  & 
my  other  correspondents,  so  that  it  will  appear  as  if  you  were  not  in 
competition. 

RC  (DLC:  Monroe  Ephemera). 

1  The  election  had  actually  been  held  January  25.  SeeJCC,  28:18. 

2  Congress  had  attempted  to  select  commissioners  on  December  3,  14,  and  22  while 
sitting  in  Trenton,  but  could  not  reach  a  decision.  The  votes  were  not  recorded  in  the 
journals.  SeeJCC,  27:649-50,  660,  665,  677-78,  685,  698. 
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:i  For  the  letters  from  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  Thomas  Jefferson  re- 
ferred on  January  19  to  a  committee  chaired  by  Monroe  which  reported  January  20,  see 
Richard  Henry  Lee  to  the  States,  January  21.  On  that  day  the  committee  was  also  as- 
signed letters  from  Adams,  Thomas  Barclay,  and  C.W.F.  Dumas  upon  which  they  appar- 
ently reported  January  24  when  Congress  discharged  the  committee  and  referred  all 
the  letters  from  abroad  to  the  grand  committee.  See  JCC,  28:1  In,  12  and  12n,  15n;  and 
PCC,  item  186,  fol.  179. 

4  Jay's  letter  of  January  23  was  officially  referred  to  Monroe's  committee  on  the  24th. 
See  JCC,  28:17n;  and  PCC,  item  80,  1:1-2,  item  186,  fol.  179. 

5  Although  this  particular  communication  from  John  Jay  has  not  been  found,  Jay's 
letters  to  Congress  of  January  29  and  31,  which  were  originally  referred  to  a  committee 
chaired  by  Hugh  Williamson,  were  referred  on  February  1  to  Monroe's  committee 
along  with  additional  Jay  letters  of  January  31  and  February  1  and  a  February  1  motion 
of  Jacob  Read  regarding  these  letters.  The  committee's  February  2  report,  written  by 
Samuel  Hardy  rather  than  Monroe,  was  adopted  on  the  11th.  Agreeing  with  Jay,  it  de- 
clared that  all  communications  to  and  from  Congress,  "on  the  subject  of  foreign  affairs, 
be  made  through  the  secretary  for  the  department  for  foreign  affairs,  and  that  all  let- 
ters, memorials  or  other  papers  on  the  subject  of  foreign  affairs,  for  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  be  addressed  to  him."  Monroe's  opposing  view  clearly  did  not 
prevail  during  committee  deliberations.  See  JCC,  28:26n,  29-30,  36-37,  56-57;  and 
PCC,  item  25,  2:413-20,  item  80,  1:5-18,  item  190,  fol.  8. 


Pierse  Long  to  John  Langdon 

Sir,  New  Yorkjany  31st.  1785 

Since  my  last  I  have  nothing  to  communicate  thats  come  to  a  deter- 
mination. Whats  now  before  Congress  is  chiefly  old  matters  which 
were  left  by  them  undecided  upon  and  are  now  taken  up.  Except  a 
motion  on  which  we  have  a  committee  who  I  expect  will  soon  report 
upon  the  expediency  of  the  several  states  empowering  Congress  to 
regulate  the  trade  of  the  Continent1 — And  when  it  is  done  I  hope  it 
will  effectually  put  a  stop  to  so  daring  a  Conduct — as  Great  Britain  is 
pursuing.  It  is  amazing  to  see  the  quantity  of  Vessels  in  this  City  from 
all  parts  of  England  now  in  this  Harbour  carrying  our  goods  to  mar- 
ket— and  a  delay  has  so  long  been  made  to  draw  an  equitable  line  of 
proceeding.  I  hope  very  soon  there  will  be  an  end  put  to  so  diabolical 
a  trade.  Please  to  accept  of  the  enclosed  which  is  all  at  present  from, 
Sir,  Your  most  Obt  Serv,  Pierse  Long 

RC  (PHi:  Drecr  Members  of  Congress  Collection). 

1  See  James  Monroe  to  James  Madison,  December  18,  1784,  note  6. 


Pierse  Long  to  Meshech  Weare 

Sir,  New  Yorkjany  31st.  1785. 

When  I  last  had  the  honr.  of  addressing  your  Excellency,  I  informed 

you  my  next  would  be  accompanycd  with  those  Journals  of  Congress 
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which  were  not  then  forwarded — and  that  they  woidd  go  by  a  Vessel  to 
Portsmo.  as  she  sail'd  much  earlier  than  I  expected  they  could  not 
then  be  had.  The  secretarys  office  at  that  time  was  not  removed  to  this 
city — but  they  will  be  transmitted  by  the  first  safe  conveyance. 

Congress  have  received  some  important  advices  from  their  Minisrs. 
at  foreign  Courts — which  are  preparing  to  be  sent  to  the  different 
states  but  at  this  time  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  communicate.1  You  have 
no  doubt  seen  the  resolves  of  Congress  to  build  a  federal  Town  near 
the  falls  of  Trenton.  As  our  finances  at  present  are  not  in  a  condition 
to  enable  us  to  carry  them  into  execution  I  trust  they  will  remain  on 
paper  only,  till  we  are  better  able.  We  are  now  but  Just  emerg'd  from  a 
long  and  expensive  war — many  debts  contracted  in  the  course 
thereof — and  at  present  unpaid — and  till  we  can  see  our  way  clear  for 
the  payment  thereof  I  think  Congress  may  be  content  with  such  ac- 
commidations  as  we  now  have — And  with  a  people  who  seem  disposed 
to  shew  us  every  civility.  Mr  Foster  &:  myself  and  some  other  members 
of  Congress  are  at  present  averse  to  the  measure — 8c  unless  we  are  in- 
structed to  the  contrary — shall  oppose  the  motion  every  time  its 
called  up.  Could  a  plan  be  set  on  foot  to  buy  a  tract  of  land  that's 
every  way  suitable  for  the  purpose — and  such  a  part  thereof  be  sold  as 
would  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  expence  of  erecting  the  buildings 
then  we  could  have  no  objections  to  the  same — and  I  have  no  doubt 
in  my  mind,  but  in  a  little  time  it  may  be  done  for  wherever  a  federal 
town  is  built,  land  will  consequently  rise  in  value — as  many  people  will 
wish  to  settle  where  Congress  has  a  permanent  residence.  I  hope  that 
happy  time  will  come,  as  in  my  opinion  in  [it]  will  cement  the  union 
more  &  more  &  keep  it  pure  to  generations  yet  unborn.  Nothing  but 
our  poverty  makes  us  averse  to  the  present  mode.  Mr.  Foster  wrote 
your  Excelly.  a  few  days  since  8c  now  presents  his  most  respectful  com- 
pliments. We  expect  soon  to  have  matters  of  consequence  to  commu- 
nicate— which  will  be  dispatched  Jointly.  In  the  interim  I  am  with  sen- 
timents of  Regard  &  Esteem,  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obded.  8c  Very 
Huml.  Servt.  Pierse  Long 

RC  (MHi:  Weare  Papers). 

1  See  Richard  Herry  Lee  to  the  States,  January  21,  1785. 


James  McHenry  to  Benjamin  Rush 

Dr.  Sir  New  York  3 1  Jany  1 785 

Mr  Howel,  Mr  Henry  8c  myself  are  the  committee  to  report  on  your 
application.1  We  have  agreed  to  report  that  the  buildings  at  Carlile 
be  let  to  the  trustees  of  Dickeson  College  at  a  reasonable  rent  in  Con- 
tinental liquidated  certificates;  but  previous  to  giving  in  the  report  to 
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Congress  we  thought  it  necessary  to  enquire  of  Mr  Hodgson  commissary 
of  military  stores  whether  the  buildings  could  be  spared.  His  answer  of 
course  may  influence  the  report.  I  need  not  add  that  I  shall  always  feel 
myself  happy  to  promote  the  interests  of  learning  or  oblige  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Dr.  Sir,  Yours,  James  McHenry 

RC  (PPL:  Rush  Papers). 

1  For  this  "application,"  a  January  16  petition  of  the  trustees  of  Dickinson  College 
that  was  written  and  signed  by  Rush,  see  David  Howell  to  Rush,  January  28,  note. 


Grand  Committee  to  Robert  Morris 

Sir,  New  York  1  st  Feby  1 785 1 

The  Grand  Committee  of  Congress  of  Which  I  have  the  honour  to 
be  Chairman  havg  receivd  an  order  to  report  a  requisition  on  the 
States  for  the  Current  expenses  of  the  Year,2  I  Inclose  you  this  resolve 
pointing  out  What  Information  they  Want  from  your  late  department 
to  enable  them  to  perfect  this  Work.  Among  a  Variety  of  other  sub- 
jects with  which  the  Committee  are  charged  are  the  Letters  from  the 
Ministers  of  the  U  S  at  foreign  Courts  some  contracts  of  which  8c  also 
Copies  of  Two  Letters  one  from  the  Comte  de  Vergennes  8c  the  other 
from  Mr  Grand  the  banker  at  Paris  are  also  enclosed.  I  beg  leave  to 
observe  that  the  very  different  Idea  entertained  by  Myself  &  other 
Members  of  Congress  of  the  State  of  our  Mony  Matters  in  Europe  (8c 
Which  we  imbibed  from  Conversations  with  Yourself)  seems  to  render 
a  pritty  general  reference  on  these  matters  to  you  necessary,  in  order 
that  Congress  or  the  Committee  may  from  you  have  a  Clear  8c  full 
statement  of  the  real  situation  of  our  Money  Concerns  on  the  other 
side  the  Atlantic.  I  thought  my  self  Authorized  from  your  Information 
to  say  that  a  pretty  Considerable  sum  of  money  was  actually  in  Hol- 
land at  the  disposal  of  the  U  S  8c  yet  Mr  Adams  says  your  Bills  will  be 
protested  if  you  shall  have  drawn  on  our  Bankers  there.3  Mr.  Grands 
Letter  says  he  can  pay  no  more  &  that  he  is  greatly  in  advance  and  the 
joint  Letter  of  the  Ministers  shews  their  situation  to  be  truly  distressing.4 
I  will  further  just  remark  that  your  Letter  of  17th  August  last  enclosing 
one  from  Mr  Marbois  of  the  15th,  8c  your  Answer  of  the  17th  of  same 
Month  are  also  among  the  papers  now  before  the  Committee5  8c  seem 
to  Authorize  the  Idea  we  entertained  of  provision  having  been  made  for 
payment  of  the  Interest  due  in  Novr  last  on  the  Dutch  loan  guaranteed 
by  his  Most  Christn  Majesty.  On  this  Matter  this  Committee  wish  the 
fullest  information,  their  resolve  is  full  to  this  point. 

In  consequence  of  a  former  Reference  to  the  Comptrolers  office  I 
receivd  from  him,  the  following  Accounts  Which  will  render  any  Con- 
taining the  same  information  unnecessary  vizt.  Estimate  of  the  "ar- 
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rearages  to  31st  Deer.  1784  &  of"  one  years  Interest  arising  on  the  For- 
eign 8c  Domestic  Debt,"  In  which  he  has  not  Charged  the  hit  of  the  Ten 
Millions  gnarenteed  by  France,  supposing  it  paid,  "Estimate  of  the  For- 
eign 8c  Domestic  debt"  and  "Statement  of  the  Times  of  Payment  of  the 
Principal  8c  Interest  of  the  Loans  in  France."  The  Committee  will  also 
be  obliged  for  an  Accurate  return  of  the  present  Civil  list  of  Congress  8c 
the  Actual  sallaries  under  which  they  Act  from  the  proper  office. 

I  have  been  very  full  on  the  points  of  the  business  with  which  I  am 
charged  by  the  Committee  and  request  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to 
refer  to  the  proper  Offices  any  Matters  on  which  I  may  have  improp- 
erly Called  upon  you  for  information  and  further  to  furnish  Answers 
as  speedily  as  possible.6 

I  remain  with  very  great  respect  8c  esteem,  Sir,  Your  Most  obedt 
Humb  Sert  Jacob  Read 

Chairman  of  the  Grand 
Committee  of  Congress 

FC  (DLC:  Peter  Force  Miscellany).  In  the  hand  of  Jacob  Read,  and  endorsed  by  him: 
"Draft  of  Letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Grand  Committee  to  Robt  Morris  Esqr." 

1  Read  drafted  this  letter  in  response  to  an  instruction  adopted  by  the  committee  on 
January  29,  for  which  see  Grand  Committee  Minutes,  January  29,  note  4.  For  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  committee  on  December  1  and  its  renewal  on  January  17  and  April  6, 
see  Grand  Committee  Minutes,  December  4,  note  1. 

syCC,  28:15. 

3  This  November  3,  1784,  John  Adams  letter  is  in  PCC,  item  84,  5:351-60;  and  Diplo- 
matic Correspondence,  1783-89,  1:467-70. 

4  Ferdinand  Grand's  August  28,  1784,  letter  to  Benjamin  Franklin  is  in  ibid.,  pp. 
386-87;  and  PCC,  item  116,  fols.  100-102.  The  ministers'  'joint  Letter"  of  November  11 
is  in  ibid.,  pp.  534-40;  and  PCC,  item  86,  fols.  49-58. 

5  None  of  these  papers  is  in  the  PCC. 

6  For  the  Grand  Committee's  March  31  report  on  the  requisition  to  the  states  for 
1785,  which  was  submitted  by  David  Howell,  who  had  succeeded  Read  as  committee 
chairman,  see/CC,  28:214-20. 


James  Monroe  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir  N.  York  Feby.  1 .  1 785. 

I  have  lately  heard  nothing  from  you  nor  indeed  from  Richmond.  I 
shod,  suspect  it  arose  from  the  adjournment  of  the  Assembly,  if  I  did 
not  presume,  had  that  event  taken  place,  I  shd.  been  instructed  to 
whose  care  I  might  address  my  letters  for  you  in  Fredericksburg  or 
Richmond.  My  letters  to  Mr  Jones1  have  advisd  you  of  the  principles 
upon  wh.  our  delegation  actd  in  the  questions  respecting  the  places  of 
temporary  &  permanent  residence  for  Congress;  more  explicitly  per- 
haps than  our  communications  to  the  Executive  have  done,  altho'  in- 
deed we  have  been  sufficiently  explicit  to  the  Executive.2  The  comrs. 
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for  the  Foederal  town  are  not  yet  elected,  arising  from  the  urgency  of 
more  important  business.3  I  am  sorry  I  have  it  not  in  my  power  to  in- 
form you  we  had  already  taken  measures  with  the  {Courts  of  Spain}4  8c 
(Great  Britain!  upon  the  subjects  wh.  have  arose  between  us.  The  re- 
ports respecting  each,  have  been  frequently  acted  on,  without  making 
any  decisive  arrangement.5  That  upon  a  letter  of  {Mr.  Laurens}  desir- 
ing permission  for  {Dr.  Franklin}  to  retire  hath  also  been  before  us.6  It 
contain'd  a  provision  that  a  successor  be  appointed  in  his  room.  A  di- 
vision was  calld  for,  upon  wh.  an  amendment  to  the  same  effect  was 
mov'd  8c  six  States  agnst  three  were  for  it.  Thus  it  is  upon  all  questions 
of  a  similar  nature.  Some  gentn.  wish  to  commit  all  our  affrs.  to  be 
transacted  at  these  several  {Courts}  to  the  two  gentn.  now  in  office, 
while  we  hold  that  at  each  {Court}  a  {minister}  is  necessary.  That  at  the 
{Court}  of  {France}  we  shod,  always  be  represented,  8c  at  that  {of  the  U. 
Netherlands}  untill  we  had  pd.  the  publick  debt  or  established  funds 
for  it.  That  the  nature  of  the  business  8c  the  manner  in  wh.  it  shod,  be 
conducted  considering  our  situation,  requires  a  particular  {minister} 
at  the  {Courts}  of  {Great  Britain}  8c  {Spain}  at  their  leasure  &  who 
might  assume  a  tone  suited  to  circumstances.  That  two  {ministers}  are 
incompetent  to  this  business  if  they  are  to  do  it,  at  the  respective 
{Courts}  8c  that  to  attempt  it  elsewhere  will  certainly  fail  of  success, 
since  we  have  information  to  be  depended  on  that  the  {Courts}  of 
{Great  Britain}  &  {Spain}  dislike  to  treat  with  us  elsewhere.  Upon  all 
these  points  we  have  six  States  8c  hope  upon  the  arrival  of  Maryld.  or 
Delaware,  both  of  wh.  are  expected  daily,  to  have  the  7th.  The  comrs. 
of  the  treasury  are  elected,  Girvais,  Osgood  8c  Walter  Livinston  are  the 
men.  Some  importt.  communications  being  reed,  lately  from  our  min- 
isters abroad,  it  was  mov'd  that  they  be  referr'd  to  a  committee  to  de- 
termine what  part  shod,  be  communicated  to  the  States.  A  committee 
was  appointed  8c  a  report  made.  A  few  days  afterwards  we  reed,  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Jay  containing  the  following  paragraph  "I  have  some  rea- 
son to  apprehend  that  I  have  come  into  the  office  of  foreign  affrs., 
with  ideas  of  its  duties  8c  rights  somewhat  differt.  from  those  wh.  seem 
to  be  entertain'd  by  Congress;  if  that  shod,  prove  to  be  the  case  I  shall 
certainly  think  it  my  duty,  either  to  execute  it  on  the  plan  most  agree- 
able to  them  or  retire  from  it  with  as  much  acquiescence  &  respect  as 
I  accepted  it  with  confidence  in  their  delicacy  8c  gratitude  for  the 
honor  they  did  me."  This  was  also  referr'd  to  a  committee  to  whom 
Mr  Jay  gave  (to  be  ingrafted  in  the  report)  in  writing  the  following 
proposition,  "and  that  all  foreign  letters  8c  papers  wh.  may  be  laid  be- 
fore Congress  shod,  in  the  first  instance  be  restor'd  to  him."  Whether  it 
will  be  the  sense  of  the  committee  to  make  it  a  matter  of  right  in  the 
minister  of  foreign  affrs.  to  advise  Congress  in  the  first  instance  upon 
the  various  subjects  of  his  department  8c  preclude  themselves  from  a 
previous  consideration,  or  will  consider  the  offices  in  a  different  point 
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of  view,  consulting  him  when  necessary  &  refering  or  declining  to 
refer  to  him,  at  pleasure,  any  of  the  subjects  before  them,  is  yet  to  be 
determin'd.7  I  am  very  respectfully  yours,  Jas.  Monroe 

P.  S.  Mr.  Mercer  was  in  the  nomination  for  the  treasury  but  we  with- 
drew him. 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  Not  found. 

2  See  Monroe  to  Patrick  Henry,  January  1,  1785,  note  1. 

3  For  this  election,  see  Maryland  Delegates  to  William  Paca,  February  11. 

4  Words  printed  in  braces  in  this  text  were  written  by  Monroe  in  cipher. 

5  See  Samuel  Hardy  to  Patrick  Henry,  December  5,  1784,  note  3;  and  Monroe  to 
Thomas  Jefferson,  December  14,  note  6. 

6  Seejohnjay  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  December  13,  1784. 

7  See  Monroe  to  John  Francis  Mercer,  January  29,  note  5. 


William  Samuel  Johnson  to  Benjamin  Gale 

Dr.  Sr,i  NY.  Feby  2d.  1785 

I  have  just  now  reced  yr.  favr.  of  the  20th  for  whh  I  thank  you  as  well 
as  for  the  long  one  some  time  ago  &  every  other  of  yr.  favors.  I  [. . .] 
for  for  when  I  desired  you  to  write  I  told  you  I  could  not.  It  is  really 
true  my  right  hand  has  in  this  respect  forgot  its  burning.  At  least  I  am 
obliged  to  write  to  You  that  in  order  it  be  legible  to  anyone  but  myself 
but  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  raise  up  any  correspondance  which  re- 
quire much  writing.  Add  to  this  that  I  find  myself  so  much  engaged 
here  either  in  Business  8c  company,  of  the  latter  of  which  I  am  obliged 
to  see  much  more  than  I  could  wish  that  it  absolutely  take  up  the 
whole  of  my  time  8c  leave  me  very  few  Moments  except  necessary  so 
keep  to  myself.  I  can  therefore  at  present  at  least  only  very  briefly 
Answr.  yr.  Quests.  Nobody  I  have  seen  here  seems  to  doubt  but  the 
Pamphlet  you  have  so  justly  remarked  upon  was  written  by  the  Author 
whose  Name  it  bears2  but  it  is  a  Book  not  much  read  &  less  regarded. 
The  general  observat[io]n  of  those  who  have  seen  it  is  that  he  was  not 
sufficiently  informed  upon  the  subject  he  undertk.  to  say  much  to  the 
purpose  upon  it.  And  there  Is  I  believe  no  danger  of  his  making  any 
111  Impressions  here.  You  need  be  under  no  apprehensions  at  present 
I  believe  of  any  Aristocratic  Chains  but  may  yet  ride  (I  hope  long  8c  se- 
curely) upon  the  Democratic  Wave.  Not  that  there  are  no  Democratic 
Tyrants  here  but  the  Principles  8c  Vices  of  Democracy  are  yet  preva- 
lent 8c  will  I  think  continue  to  have  the  [. . .]  a  superiority.  The  great- 
est Danger  in  that  regard  that  [.  .  .]  in  seems  to  arise  from  that  Strong 
propensity  we  have  to  run  into  [.  .  .]  Lunacy  8c  dissipations  of  every 
kind.  The  fatal  tendency  of  which  [.  . .]  to  overturn  our  Constitutions 
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our  Countrymen  do  not  seem  to  be  sufficiently  aware  of.  You  ask  how 
I  like  Congress  8c  how  they  like  me  [.  .  .]  of  me  they  have  had  so  little 
arg[um]ent  that  as  yet  I  dare  say  they  have  [. .  .]  formed  no  expressed 
Opinion  upon  the  subject.  Nor  can  I  have  had  sufft.  knowledge  of 
them  to  form  a  decidedly  just  Judgmt  of  them.  In  general  I  can  only 
say  there  is  much  ability  discovered  in  the  discussion  of  affairs  &  uni- 
versally good  dispositions  to  do  the  best  they  can  for  the  general  Weal. 
But  they  do  not  always  readily  agree  in  what  is  [. .  .]  that  [. .  .]  they 
must  with  in  [...]&  [got  at?].  All  I  have  to  find  fault  with  at  present  is 
that  discussion  appears  to  me,  on  many  occasions  to  be  too  much  pro- 
tracted, &  of  consequence  the  business  makes  but  slow  progress.  Yet  it 
seems  to  be  unavoidable  in  an  Assembly  of  this  Nature.  I  am  glad  Dr. 
Chauncey  is  pleased  with  yr.  Papers  &  hope  you  will  send  them  to  him 
as  he  proposes. 

FC  (ClHi:  Johnson  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  William  Samuel  Johnson. 

1  Benjamin  Gale  (1715-90),  Connecticut  physician  and  political  writer,  and  one  of 
Johnson's  oldest  friends,  who  shared  with  him  a  disdain  for  many  forms  of  enthusiasm, 
political  and  religious.  See  DAB;  and  George  Groce,  William  Samuel  Johnson:  A  Maker  of 
the  Constitution  (New  York:  Columbia  University  Press,  1937),  pp.  1 1,  66,  104,  127. 

2  Perhaps  the  second  of  Alexander  Hamilton's  "Phocion"  letters  attacking  New  York's 
punitive  loyalist  legislation,  which  appeared  in  the  second  Philadelphia  edition  under 
the  title  Colonel  Hamilton's  Second  Letter,  from  Phocion  to  the  Considerate  Citizens  of  New-York 
on  the  Politics  of  the  limes,  in  Consequence  of  the  Peace:  Containing  Remarks  on  Mentor's  Reply 
(Philadelphia:  Robert  Bell,  1784).  Hamilton,  Papers  (Syrett),  3:530n.  No  other  refer- 
ences to  the  work,  however,  have  been  found  in  the  correspondence  of  Johnson  or 
other  congressional  delegates. 


Charles  Pinckney  to  Benjamin  Guerard 

Sir,  New  York  February  [2-6]  1 785 1 

An  official  Letter  from  our  delegation  containing  a  state  of  the 
transactions  of  Congress  8c  a  subsequent  one  from  me  containing  an 
account  of  Mr.  Gervais  election  as  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Board  of  treasury  were  transmitted  by  a  Vessel  that  sailed  on  the  24th 
Ultimo.1-'  Since  this  we  have  been  employed  in  adjusting  8c  establishing 
such  an  arrangement  of  our  Foreign  Ministers,  as  may  best  consist 
with  the  present  state  of  European  politics,  8c  as  this  is  a  matter  of  very 
great  consequence,  it  will  be  sometime  before  we  shall  be  able  to  form 
such  a  System  as  will  meet  the  approbation  of  a  Majority  of  Congress. 
After  a  great  deal  of  debate  &  discussion,  we  determined  on  Mon- 
day last  to  send  a  Minister  to  the  Court  of  London,  8c  as  soon  as  the 
Secretary  of  foreign  Affairs  furnishes  his  instructions  8c  they  are  rati- 
fied by  the  house  we  shall  proceed  to  elect  a  Gentleman  to  represent 
Us  at   that  Court:  our  Delegation   have  nominated  Mr.  John  Rut- 
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ledge — several  others  are  in  nomination  8c  I  should  suppose  it  will  be 
a  well  contested  election.3 

Several  very  artful  &  dangerous  forgeries  of  Continental  securities 
have  been  lately  discovered,  upon  which  a  person  in  this  City  has  been 
apprehended  &  a  proclamation  issued  by  Congress  for  detecting  the 
authors  8c  abettors  of  a  crime  so  dangerous  to  the  public  Credit.4 

An  ordinance  is  passed  for  regulating  the  War  department  8c  as 
soon  as  his  Salary  is  fixed,  a  Secretary  at  War  will  be  appointed  8c  I 
hope  Congress  will  soon  proceed  to  the  establishment  of  fcederal 
magazines  in  the  different  parts  of  the  Continent  formerly  fixed.6 

At  Trenton  Congress  determined  to  send  a  Minister  to  the  Court  of 
Spain  8c  it  now  remains  as  one  of  the  Orders  of  the  day  to  elect  a  Min- 
ister for  this  purpose.  Our  Delegation  have  nominated  Arthur  Middle- 
ton  for  this  appointment,  but  as  in  the  case  of  the  Court  of  London, 
there  are  a  Number  of  Candidates  8c  I  should  suppose  will  be  also  well 
contested.6 

I  remain  with  respect,  Your  Excellencys  Most  Obedient 

(signed)  Charles  Pinckney 

Tr  (ScCoAH:  Governor's  Messages). 

1  This  undated  letter  could  have  been  written  as  early  as  February  2  because  of  Pinck- 
ney's  references  to  adoption  of  the  proclamation  on  the  counterfeiting  of  army  certifi- 
cates and  his  nomination  of  Arthur  Middleton  to  be  minister  to  the  court  of  Spain, 
both  of  which  occurred  on  that  day,  or  as  late  as  February  6  because  of  his  reference  in 
the  second  paragraph  to  the  adoption  "on  Monday  last"  of  a  January  31  resolution  to 
send  a  minister  to  London. 

2  Actually,  25th  "Ultimo,"  for  which  see  South  Carolina  Delegates  to  Guerard,  and 
Pinckney  to  Guerard,  January  25,  1785. 

3  For  the  election  of  John  Adams  to  this  post,  see  Elbridge  Gerry  to  Adams,  February 
24. 

4  See  Abiel  Foster  to  Joseph  Howell,  January  10,  note  2. 

5  See  Elbridge  Gerry  to  Samuel  Hodgdon,  February  7,  note  1. 

6  SeeJCC,  28:35n.2;  and  Samuel  Hardy  to  Patrick  Henry,  December  5,  1784,  note  3. 


Charles  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book 

[February  4-28,  1785] 
February  4.  Sent  to  the  several  States,  Copy  each  of  Resolutions  pass'd 
2d  Inst,  relative  to  the  Counterfeiting  Final  settlement  Certificates  is- 
sued by  John  Pierce  Commissioner  for  settling  Accots.  of  the  Army 
covering  each  two  of  the  printed  Proclamations  8c  sent  one  likewise  to 
Mr  Milligan  covering  6  Proclamations.1 

Sent  to  the  Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Three  fair  Copies  of  the 
Contract  with  Holland  8c  ratification  subjoin'd  with  Copy  of  resolution 
of  1st  Inst,  directing  the  Secry.  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  transmit  the 
same  by  several  Conveyances  to  our  Minister  at  the  Hague.2 
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Sent  to  the  President  to  be  forwarded  9  Copies  of  the  Appointt. 
of  Commissioners  or  Judges  for  determining  the  Controversy  between 
the  States  of  Massachusetts  &  New  York  as  enterd  on  Journal  24 
Decemb  1784.3 

7.  Deliverd.  Mr  King,  Copies  of  Ditto  with  Copies  of  the  Ap- 

pointt. of  Williamsburg  in  Virginia  as  the  place  for  holding  the 
Court.4 

Deliver'd  Mr  Johnson  Copy  of  an  Act  of  State  of  Connecticut  on 
Memorial  sundry  Inhabitants  of  Wyoming.5 

9.  Deliver'd  Col.  Beatty  a  Letter  Addressed  to  Mord[ec]ai  Hale  by 
the  Secy,  of  Congress6  enclosing  Memorial  of  s[ai]d  Hale  to  Congress 
8c  sundry  other  Papers — which  he  is  to  forward  to  his  brother  at  Terry 
Town. 

Sent  per  this  days  post — to  the  Secy  in  the  War  Office 

Resolution  pass'd  the  7th  Inst,  directing  the  Secy,  to  remove  the 
Books  &  Papers  belonging  to  that  Office  to  this  City  as  soon  as  the 
measure  can  be  effected.7 

Ditto  of  the  7th  to  the  Post  Master  Genl.  directing  him  to  remove 
to  this  City  on  or  before  the  21st  March  next.8 

Ditto  of  the  7th  to  Mr  Milligan  directing  Officers  of  the  several 
Depts.  of  the  Treasury  now  at  Philaa.  to  remove  on  or  before  the  1st 
May  next  the  Books  &  Papers  of  their  respective  Offices  to  this  City.9 

Ditto  of  the  7th  to  Doctor  B.  Rush  authorising  Commissrs.  of  the 
Board  of  Treasury  to  let  by  lease  on  reasonable  terms  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  ten  years  part  of  the  Public  Buildings  at  Carlisle  to  the 
Trustees  of  Dickinson  College.10 

Ditto  of  the  7th  To  E.  Fox  Commissr.  of  Hospital  Accots.  relative 
to  Accots.  of  Doer.  Cutting.11 

15th.  Delivd.  Mr  King  a  Copy  of  the  above. 

Sent  to  the  Governor  of  New  York  a  resolution  of  the  11th  Inst, 
recommending  to  said  State  to  settle  with  certain  Indians  in  like  man- 
ner with  the  Officers  of  that  State. Vl 

Sent  to  the  Office  for  Foreign  Affairs  per  Order  Mr  Thomson 

Letter  15  Novemr.  1784  from  Thos.  Barclay  to  the  President  of 
Congress.13 

do.  October  20th  1784  John  Adams  to  the  President  of  Con- 
gress. ' 4 

do.  No.  47,  48  &  49  Triplicate]  from  Mr.  Dumas.15 

Sent  to  James  Milligan  Esq  a  resolution  of  the  11th  relative  to  Ac- 
counts of  Major  Hopkins.16 

Deliver'd  Col.  Beatty  a  Copy  of  the  above. 

Sent  to  Wm.  Denning  Commissr.  of  Accounts  an  Order  of  the 
14th  Inst,  with  report  of  Comptroller  of  Treasury  on  Giles  Wolcott's 
Accounts  with  all  the  papers  enclosed.17 

16th.  Deliver'd  Capt  Van  Heer  a  resolution  of  15  Inst,  directing 
Commissioners  of  Board  of  Treasury  to  advance  him  500  Dollars  on 
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Accot.  of  pay  with  sundry  papers  which  came  enclosed  in  his  several 
petitions  to  Congress — Vide  his  receipt  with  the  remaining  papers  in 
the  Office.18 

Vide  Secretary's  Letter  Book.  Februy.  14th  1785,  For  transmission 
of  sundry  resolutions  &c.19 

18th.  Deliver'd  Delegates  of  Rhode  Island — resolution  of  16th  Inst, 
relative  to  Contractors  for  Ox  teams  in  said  state.20 

Sent  to  the  Secretary  in  the  War  Office — 

A  resolution  of  17th  Inst,  directing  Treasurer  to  advance  him  80 
Dollars  for  Account  of  Contingencies  forwarded  by  Mr  Thomson  with 
the  President's  Warrant  for  sd.  sum.21 

21st.  Sent  to  the  Secretary  in  the  Marine  Office — 

Petition  of  Wm.  Henry  referred  to  him  to  report.22 

Deliverd  Doctor  Johnson  Petition  of  Stockbridge  Indians  to- 
gether with  all  the  papers  accompanying  the  same.23 

Sent  to  James  Milligan  Esq.  Comptroller  of  Accots. 

1st.  A  Letter  dated  1  Januy.  1785  from  James  Morrison  widi  Accounts 
of  Advances  in  Canada — referred  February  21 1  to  him  to  report.24 

2d  A  resolution  of  Congress  of  16th  Inst,  relative  to  Contractors 
for  Ox  teams  in  the  state  of  Rhode  Island.25 

3d.  A  resolution  of  the  18  Inst,  for  advancing  to  Mr.  Duer  Esq. 
Contractor  for  rations  issuable  in  the  State  of  New  York — 3000  Dol- 
lars.^ 

Deliver'd  Wm.  Duer  Esq.  Copy  of  the  above  with  the  President's 
Warrant  upon  the  Treasurer — subjoined. 

Sent  a  Letter  dated  February  18th  1785  from  the  Secretary  of 
Congress  to  John  Alsop  Esq — Pres.  of  the  Corporation  of  Chamber  of 
Commerce  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  that  date.27 

Sent  to  Comtee.  of  Artificers,  Tradesmen  &  Mechanics  a  Letter 
dated  as  above — in  pursuance  of  resolution  of  same  date.28 

22d.  Sent  to  James  Milligan  Esquire  Comptroller  of  Accounts — 

Resolution  of  18th  Inst,  directing  Board  of  Treasury  to  pay  to  Mrs. 
E.  Thompson  the  sum  of  One  hundred  dollars  immediately  &  One 
hundred  Dollars  Annually  in  quarterly  payments  during  her  life.29 

Sent  Mrs.  Thompson  Copy  of  the  above. 

Sent  Mr  Milligan  Copy  of  resolution  of  18th  Inst,  referring 
Memorial  of  James  Warren  authorising  him  to  revise  the  Accots.  and 
make  report  to  Congress — Papers  transmitted.30 

23d.  Deliver'd  Mr  Thomson  12  Copies  report  of  Secry  for  Foreign 
Affairs  on  case  of  Longchamps.31 

Deliver'd  Mr  Read  a  Copy  of  the  last  Indian  Treaty.32 
25th.  Deliver'd  Jedediah  Leeds  Copy  of  a  resolution  of  24th  Inst,  di- 
recting the  Treasurer  to  advance  him  Dollars  with  the  Presidents 
Warrant  subjoined.33 
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Deliver'd  Piere  Ayatt — Copy  of  resolution  of  24th  Inst,  directing 
Treasurer  to  advance  him  300  Dollars  on  accot.  of  his  pay  with  the 
Presidents  Warrant  subjoined.34 

Sent  to  the  different  States  6  Copies  each  of  resolutions  pass'd 
23d  Inst,  founded  on  Letter  from  the  Executive  of  Pensyla.  and  ditto 
William  Denning  Esq.  Commissr.  for  settling  Accots.  of  Quart.  Mastr. 
Department.35 

Sent  William  Denning  Esq.  6  Copies  of  the  above. 

Sent  to  James  Milligan  Esq.  24  Copies  of  ditto  as  also  one  Copy  of 
all  the  resolutions  passd  on  the  23d  &  24th  Inst.36 

26th.  Transmitted  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia  Copy  of  resolution  of 
the  23d  Inst,  relative  to  appointment  of  one  additional  Commissioner 
in  that  State  &  Pennsylvania.37 

Transmitted  to  the  President  One  Copy  of  the  above. 

Ditto  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia  Two  Copies  of  resolution  of  24 
Inst,  relative  to  Capt.  Finnic38 

28th.  Deliver'd  Mr  Hardy  one  Copy  of  the  above  (respecting  Finnie). 

MS  (DNA:  PCC,  item  181).  In  the  hand  of  Benjamin  Bankson.  A  continuation  of  Thom- 
son's Memorandum  Book, January  19-29,  1785. 

1  SeeJCC,  28:32-34.  See  also  Abiel  Foster  to  Joseph  Howell,  January  10,  note  2. 

2  SeeJCC,  28:27-28.  For  "the  Contract  with  Holland,"  entered  into  by  John  Adams  on 
March  9,  1784,  see  PCC,  item  145,  fols.  261-69. 

3  See  JCC,  27:709-10. 

4  For  this  January  21  "Appointment]  of  Williamsburg,"  see  JCC,  28:13. 

5  This  "Act,"  adopted  during  the  October  1784  session  of  the  Connecticut  General 
Assembly,  is  in  PCC,  item  66,  2:282-83;  and  Susquehannah  Co.  Papers,  8:139-41. 

6  See  Thomson  to  Hale,  January  24,  1785. 
?  SeeJCC,  28:45. 

»  Ibid. 

9  Ibid. 

i°  Ibid.,  p.  44. 

H  Ibid.,  pp.  42-44. 

12  Ibid.,  p.  55. 

is  See  ibid.,  p.  12n;  and  PCC,  item  137,  appendix,  fols.  373-75. 

14  SeeJCC,  28:12n;  and  PCC,  item  84,  5:347-50. 

is  SeeJCC,  28:12n;  and  PCC,  item  93,  fols.  33-50  (translations  of  which  are  in  PCC, 
item  115B,  fols.  55-59). 

leyCC,  28:58. 

i'  Ibid.,  p.  63. 

I"  Ibid.,  pp.  66-67. 

,9  See  Thomson  to  John  Lewis  Gervais  and  Samuel  Osgood,  and  to  Philemon  Dickin- 
son, Robert  Morris,  and  Philip  Schuyler,  February  14. 

2"  See  JCC,  28:71. 

21  Ibid.,  p.  75. 

22  For  this  petition  of  William  Henry  (a  clerk  and  steward  on  board  the  sloop  Hornet, 
not  the  Pennsylvania  delegate),  see  JCC,  28:86n,  157n. 

M  Not  identified;  but  for  the  last  previous  petition  of  the  Slo<  kbridge  Indians  to  Con- 
gress that  is  in  PCC,  see  these  letters,  18:381-82. 
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-4  Morrison's  letter  is  not  in  PCC,  bin  for  the  disposition  of  His  appeal  for  the  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts,  see  JCC,  28:69n.2,  130n,  469;  and  Thomson  to  William  Barber, 
June  21,  1785. 

25  See  note  20. 

26  See  JCC,  28:79-81. 

27  See  Thomson  to  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce,  February  18,  1785. 

28  See  Thomson  to  the  Artificers,  Tradesmen,  and  Mechanics  of  New  York  City, 
February  18. 

29  For  this  provision  for  pensioning  Elizabeth  Thomson,  General  Washington's 
housekeeper  during  the  war,  now  81  and  destitute,  see  JCC,  28:76n,  84-85;  and  PCC, 
item  78,  22:297-300. 

M  See  JCC,  28:85. 

"  Secretary  Jay's  February  16  report  on  Longchamps  is  in  PCC,  item  81,  1:17-24. 

,2  Apparently  the  treaty  signed  January  21  at  Fort  Mcintosh  with  the  Chippewas, 
Delawares,  Ottawas,  and  Wyandots,  for  which  see  JCC,  28:424—26. 

:,s  See  ibid.,  pp.  9-10,  98.  According  to  Joseph  Nourse's  accounts,  Leeds  was  advanced 
613  66/90  dollars  on  the  award  that  had  been  made  to  him  of  5063.6. 11  livres  Hispan- 
iola  currency.  PCC,  item  141,  2:40. 

M/CC,  28:98-99. 

35  See  Thomson  to  the  States,  February  26. 

36  See  JCC,  28:92-93,  98-101. 
sv  Ibid.,  p.  92. 

s«  Ibid.,  pp.  99-101. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Richard  Phillips 

Sir  Saturday  eveng  [February  5,  1785] 

Agreeably  to  your  request  I  enclose  a  short  draft  of  an  address  to 
Congress,  which  you  will  make  such  alterations  &  additions  as  you 
think  proper.1  I  remain,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient 

ENCLOSURE 

His  Execy  the  President  &  the  honorable  delegates  from  the  united 
State  [s]  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  memorial  of  Richd  Phillips,  humbly  sheweth,  that  in  July  1779 
he  was  appointed  Steward  to  the  Presidents  houshold,  in  which  office 
he  has  continued  ever  since,  &  has  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  endeav- 
ored to  discharge  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  but  his  salary  being  fixed 
when  Congress  were  sitting  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  550  dollars 
per  annum  he  can't  suppose  your  Execy  &  honors  will  think  it  has 
been  sufficient  to  defray  his  extra  expences  in  discharging  the  duties 
of  his  office  since  Congress  left  that  city;  and  therefore  he  humbly 
prays  that  he  may  be  allowed  a  reasonable  sum  for  his  extra  services  8c 
expences.  R.P 

New  York  Feby       1785 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  Holten's  hand  and  endorsed  by  him:  "Copy  of  an  address 
to  Congress  8c  a  letter  to  Mr  Phillips,  5th  Feby.  1785." 
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1  The  memorial  Phillips  subsequently  submitted  to  Congress  is  almost  identical  to  the 
draft  prepared  for  him  by  Holten,  with  the  blank  in  the  date  filled  in  February  10th. 
PCC,  item  42,  6:294—95.  It  was  referred  to  committee  on  February  14,  which  reported 
in  Phillips'  favor  February  21,  with  the  specific  sum  due  him  left  undetermined.  Con- 
gress took  no  action  on  the  report,  however,  and  the  matter  was  not  resolved  until 
March  23,  1787,  when  sweeping  changes  were  made  in  the  system  for  compensating 
Continental  officials.  See  JCC,  28:66n,  87,  32:128-29,  33:747,  34:623. 


William  Samuel  Johnson  to 
Samuel  William  Johnson 

Dear  Billy  N  York  Saturdy.  Eveng.  Febry.  5th.  [1785] 

It  was  an  unfortunate  Consequence  of  the  irregularity  of  the  Stage 
that  I  did  not  receive  your  favour  of  the  1st  till  this  afternoon  when  it 
was  almost  too  late  to  hope  to  obtain  any  Letters  for  you  seasonably  to 
send  forward  by  this  post.  I  applied  however  immediately  to  Mr.  McEv- 
ers  who  says  his  Partner  Mr.  Seagrove  has  lately  made  the  Tour  of  the 
Islands,  &:  will  furnish  you  with  such  as  may  be  necessary.1  Fortunately 
also  I  just  now  fell  in  with  Mr.  Deuer  whose  Family  was  from  Antigua, 
who  has  also  promised  me  Letters,  &  Mr.  Verplank  proposes  to  get 
others  from  a  Mr.  Beekman  so  that  I  hope  I  shall  have  some  at  least 
ready  by  the  time  the  Post  go's  out.  I  shall  nevertheless  procure  oth- 
ers, in  expectation  that  you  may  not  perhaps  sail  precisely  on  Wednes- 
day, &  that  I  may  have  Opportunity  to  send  them  by  the  Stage  before 
your  departure;  or  if  you  sho'd  be  gone  they  may  be  return'd  me  that 
I  may  inclose  them  to  you  at  the  several  Islands  to  which  directed,  & 
forward  them  from  hence,  for  which  reason  I  shod  know  the  Name 
of  your  Vessell.  I  doubt  not  they  may  be  useful  to  your  Captain  in  the 
Sale  of  his  Cargo,  as  well  as  to  you. 

I  am  persuaded  you  have  determin'd  prudently  in  the  resolution 
you  have  taken,  &  approve  of  it.  I  have  therefore  only  to  wish  you  a 
prosperous  Voyage  &  to  pray  God  that  it  may  be  the  means  of  restor- 
ing &  confirming  your  health.  Majr.  Alden  from  his  Experience  will  be 
able  to  give  you  good  directions  for  your  Conduct  in  taking  Care  of 
yourself  both  at  Sea  &  in  the  Islands.  Avoid  as  far  as  you  can  the 
Evening  Air,  the  Meridian  Sun,  &  Excess  of  every  kind.  I  shall  want  to 
know  how  you  are  furnish'd  for  the  Voyage,  &  what  you  will  have  to 
subsist  on  when  on  shore.  If  you  have  not  time  to  write  again  before 
you  go,  let  Charles  inform  me.  You  will  of  course  write  us  by  every 
conveyance.  Don't  you  propose  to  carry  some  Books  with  you  to 
amuse  you,  if  you  are  not  sea  sick,  &  particularly  a  French  Crammer 
&c.  You  will  no  doubt  ride  about  the  Country  when  on  shore,  perhaps 
you  had  best  take  a  Horse  with  you  for  that  purpose.  Your  answer  to 
Nicholls  was  very  well.  I  am  content  to  wait  on  Castle,  as  I  believe  he  is 


166  February  5,  1785 

very  poor,  but  what  I  agreed  to  was  to  take  a  new  Note  with  security, 
for  the  Balance,  but  it  may  be  as  well  to  let  it  rest  where  it  is. 

Sunday  Eveng.  8  O'Clock.  The  Eastern  Post  I  find  is  not  come  in,  & 
no  dependance  upon  his  arrival  sooner  than  Thursday.  But  the  Stage 
(by  which  I  have  no  Letters)  is,  contrary  to  expectation,  come  in,  &  as 
usual  gos  off  at  5  in  the  Morning.  Depending  upon  the  Post,  8c  not  ex- 
pecting the  Stage,  the  Letters  I  had  engaged  were  to  be  ready  at  10 
O'Clock,  the  Post  hour,  tomorrow.  I  have  therefore  been  to  Mr.  McEv- 
ers  8c  sent  to  Mr.  Duer,  to  acquaint  them  with  this  embarrassment.  Mr. 
Seagrove  is  gone  from  home  but  Mr.  McEvers  has  sent  after  him,  8c 
they  will  do  the  best  they  can  to  dispatch  their  Letters  this  Evening. 
Such  as  I  can  obtain  I  shall  enclose,  the  rest  must  wait,  the  next  Con- 
veyance. I  have  written  Govt.  Shirley  but  do  not  at  this  moment  recol- 
lect his  Christian  name,  I  think  it  is  William,  probably  Majr.  Alden  will 
recollect  it,  so  leave  it  to  you  to  direct  8c  seal  it  (as  you  will  all  other 
Letters  sent  you)  before  you  deliver  it.  I  hope  I  shall  be  inform'd  by 
the  first  Opportunity  whether  you  are  certainly  to  sail  on  Wednesday 
as  was  proposed  I  sho'd  wish  it  might  be  postponed  a  few  days  that 
you  may  receive  such  Letters  as  I  may  be  able  to  procure,  if  not  as  I 
have  said  I  will  endeavour  to  forward  them  from  hence.  Present  my 
tenderest  Love  to  all  the  Family.  That  all  gracious  Heaven  may  Bless, 
Protect,  &  Prosper  you,  8c  return  you  to  us  again  in  health  8c  safety  will 
be  the  constant  Prayer  of,  Yr.  most  affectionate  Father  8c  Friend, 

Wm.  Saml.  Johnson 

10  O'Clock.  Perhaps  you  will  think  these  Letters  sufficient.  The 
Gentn.  advise  to  Visit  as  many  Islands  as  may  be  convenient. 

RC  (CtHi:  Johnson  Papers). 

1  Johnson  wrote  Billy  again  on  this  subject  on  February  9,  enclosing  a  number  of  let- 
ters of  recommendation  for  him  to  Barbadoes,  Jamaica,  and  Martinique.  And  on  the 
20th  he  advised  him  on  the  "Property"  and  "Letter  of  Credit"  he  would  be  taking  with 
him  to  defray  the  expenses  of  his  voyage  to  the  West  Indies.  Johnson  Papers,  CtHi.  See 
also  Johnson  to  Samuel  William  Johnson,  January  16,  1785. 


James  Monroe  to  Joseph  Brant 

Dear  Sir,'  (Copy)  New  York.  Febry.  5th.  1785 

I  have  lately  received  your  favor  from  Cataraqui2  and  am  happy  I 
have  it  in  my  power  to  correct  the  information  you  have  received  re- 
specting the  detention  of  Captain  Aaron  Hill  and  others,  Chiefs  of  the 
Six  Nations,  under  the  late  Treaty  at  fort  Stanwix.3  The  Commrs.  in 
concluding  that  treaty,  agreeably  to  a  stipulation  of  it,4  with  consent  of 
the  Six  Nations,  kept  these  Chiefs  as  Hostages  untill  there  shou'd  be  a 
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complyance  with  the  engag'ment  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  in  the 
restitution  of  their  prisoners.  This  is  a  custom  warranted  by  all  previ- 
ous Treaties,  where  stipulations  of  the  same  Kind  are  entered  into. 
Their  situation  is  quite  different  from  that  of  Prisoners  nor  are  they 
considered  in  such  a  light.  It  is  a  practice  Known  &  in  use,  among  the 
politest  European  Nations  and  therefore  cannot  be  held  dishonorable 
to  the  Indians.  As  for  my  own  part,  I  consider  it  in  this  instance  as  an 
unnecessary  precaution,  for  I  have  such  confidence  in  the  Indian 
Chiefs  and  Warriors,  that  if  they  gave  me  their  honor  they  wou'd  per- 
form any  condition,  I  wou'd  require  no  other  obligation  from  them.  It 
is  in  Old  Countries,  hacknied  in  the  vices  8c  debaucheries  of  Courts, 
where  solemn  ingagements  are  treated  with  contempt,  and  the  faith 
of  Treaties  hold  of  no  avail.  Between  the  Indians  &  the  United  States  I 
wou'd  require  no  other  obligation  than  their  mutual  honor,  but  the 
commissrs.  of  Congress  thought  it  their  duty  to  pursue  the  old  cus- 
tom. I  have  no  doubt,  if  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Chiefs,  they  will  be  set  at 
liberty,  provided  they  can  get  home;  or  if  they  cannot,  they  will  be  in- 
vited here,  where  they  will  be  treated  with  the  utmost  kindness  & 
friendship.  I  am  exceedingly  glad  you  did  not  go  to  G.  Britain.  It  is  the 
earnest  disposition  of  the  States  to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  the  Indi- 
ans, and  of  course,  the  less  they  are  connected  with  other  powers,  the 
more  agreeable  it  will  be  to  them;  and  the  greater  confidence  they  will 
be  able  to  place  in  them.  Examine  your  own  situation;  look  to  the 
Powers  of  Europe;  mark  their  objects  and  progress  on  this  Continent; 
then  look  to  the  united  States;  with  whom  does  the  powerful  impulse 
of  nature,  or  the  God  of  nature  bid  you  ally  yourselves!  Did  we  request 
you  in  the  late  War  to  be  otherwise  than  neutral!  But  you  might  have 
joined  us!  And  do  we  request  more  now  than  that  you  be  our  friends. 
Does  the  spirit  of  revenge  govern  us  in  our  conduct  toward  you?  It 
does  not.  We  wish  to  take  you  by  the  hands  8c  forever  hereafter  to  es- 
teem you  brothers.  Your  apprehensions  of  danger  in  coming  here  are 
believe  me  groundless.  You  shall  certainly  be  treated  with  kindness  8c 
the  utmost  attention  &  be  permitted  to  go  when  you  please.  I  shou'd 
be  glad  to  see  you  here  8c  many  other  members  of  Congress  as  well  as 
our  friend  Governor  Clinton  wou'd  also  be  happy  to  see  you.  Believe 
me  I  speak  with  sincerity,  that  the  disposition  of  the  Congress  is  very 
friendly  to  the  Indians,  and  that  nothing  wou'd  be  more  painful  to 
them,  than  that  any  circumstance  shou'd  take  place  which  might  give 
them  uneasiness.  I  shall  be  always  happy  to  hear  from  you  &:  Mrs. 
Brant  as  well  as  little  Joseph  8c  am  very  sincerely  your  friend  8c  servant, 

James  Monroe 

Tr  (PRO:  CO.  42/47:177-78).  Addressed:  "Captain  Joseph  Brant."  Kndorscd:  "In  Sir 
Jno.  Johnson's  of  4  May  1785." 

'Joseph  Brant  (1742-1807),  or  Thayendanegea,  war  chiei  <>l  the  Mohawk  Indians, 
had  been  sent  for  his  education  to  Lebanon,  Conn.,  by  the  British  superintendent  of  In- 
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dian  affairs,  Sii  William  Johnson,  who  had  "married"  his  sistei  Molly.  In  1771  Brant  be- 
came secretai  \  to  Sii  William's  successor  .is  superintendent,  ( »uy  [ohnson,  and  received 
,i  captain's  commission  from  the  British  in  177").  Presented  t<>  the  British  court  in  Lon- 
don thai  year,  Brant  returned  to  become  heavily  involved  in  British  and  Loyalist  raids 
along  the  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  frontier  throughout  the  wai  before  withdrawing 
with  his  tribe  west  of  the  Niagara  River  following  the  cessation  ol  hostilities.  Failing  to 
rea<  h  a  settlement  with  the  United  States,  he  obtained  a  large  grant  of  land  from  the 
British  along  the  Grand  Rivet  in  Ontario  and,  dining  a  visit  to  England  later  in  1785,  a 
(ash  indemnity  lot  the  tribe.  See  DAB;  and  Isabel  T.  Kelsay,  Joseph  Brant,  I743-1S07, 
Man  uf  Two  Worlds  (Syracuse,  N.Y.:  Syracuse  University  Press,  1986). 

-That  is,  present-day  Kingston,  Out. 

1  See  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  James  Madison,  November  20,  1784,  note  1. 

4  That  is,  article  1  of  the  treaty  spe<  ilied  that  "Six  Hostages  shall  be  immediately  deliv- 
ered to  the  commissioners  by  the  said  Nations,  to  remain  in  possession  of  the  United 
States,  till  all  the  prisoners,  white  and  black,  which  were  taken  by  the  said  Senecas,  Mo- 
hawks, Onondagas  and  Cayugas  . . .  shall  be  delivered  up."  See/CC,  28:423. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Benjamin  Rush 

Sir  New  York  Feby.  6.  1 785 

I  have  received  the  letter  that  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me 
on  the  16th  of  last  month,  and  I  lost  no  time  in  presenting  to  Con- 
gress the  petition  of  the  Trustees  of  Dickinson  College.  The  petition 
was  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee,  but  as  yet  no  report 
has  been  made  upon  it.1 

Informing  the  minds  of  youth,  is  an  object  of  such  essential  conse- 
quence to  the  well  being  of  society,  that  I  hope  this  proposition  will 
meet  with  no  difficulty;  and  it  is  a  purpose  as  benevolent  as  well  to  de- 
serve your  fostering  care  and  attention.  I  am  particularly  obliged  to 
you  Sir  for  your  polite  and  friendly  congratulation  on  my  appoint- 
ment to  the  Chair  of  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble 
Servant,  Richard  Henry  Lee 

RC  (PPL:  Rush  Papers). 

1  For  Congress'  response  to  this  January  16  petition  of  the  Dickinson  College  trustees 
which  was  written  and  signed  by  Rush,  see  David  Howell  to  Rush,  January  28,  note. 


James  McHenry  to  Margaret  McHenry 

(Sunday  6 Feby.  1185) 

You  have  supposed  that  our  brother  at  Sunberry1  gives  me  more 

particulars  of  his  situation  and  prospects  than  you  can.  He  says  "to 

know  the  accurate  detail  of  my  prospects  and  situation  apply  to  my 

friends  in  Philadelphia."  So  you  see,  my  love,  that  I  am  still  to  be  en- 
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lightened  on  this  head.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  from  his  letter  that 
he  is  at  all  discontented.  He  knows  that  he  ought  not  to  expect 
Philadelphians  at  Sunberry,  nor  improved  manners  in  a  frontier 
county.  If  he  gets  practice,  and  finds  himself  enabled  to  make  prof- 
itable land  speculations  it  is  all  he  can  reasonably  expect.  Of  you  and 
his  niece  he  speaks  very  affectionately,  and  chides  me  as  affectionately 
for  not  writing,  all  which  could  not  fail  to  both  please  and  flatter  me. 

And  now  you  must  listen  to  my  sufferings,  which  I  have  not  had 
time  to  communicate  sooner.  There  is  a  phrensy  rages  in  New  York 
and  a  persecution  which  the  members  of  Congress  never  experienced 
before.  It  is  a  truth  that  every  day  of  the  last  week  was  marked  with  an 
invitation  to  dinner,  and  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  open  a  dining 
register  for  the  new  week.2  But  this  is  not  all,  for  I  begin  also  to  per- 
ceive the  horns  of  another  calamity.  On  Friday  I  drank  tea  and  spent 
the  evening  at  Mr.  Rutherfurds,  and  I  understand  that  there  are 
crouds  of  invitations  in  embrio  from  various  quarters  in  which  cards 
and  the  ladies  are  to  be  principally  concerned. 

I  know  it  is  not  right  to  wish  ones  friend  for  a  fellow  sufferer,  and 
yet  I  feel,  that  were  you  a  partaker  I  should  not  complain  of  my 
present  situation. 

FC  (MdHi:  McHenry  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  James  McHenry. 

1  Apparently  Margaret's  brother,  John  Caldwell  (1759-1820),  who  had  taken  up  resi- 
dence in  Sunbury,  Northumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  on  the  Susquehanna  River. 

2  In  a  second  letter  of  this  day  McHenry  told  "Peggy"  that  "I  obey  an  invitation  to 
dine  at  Chancellor  Livingstons."  McHenry  Papers,  DLC. 


Elbridge  Gerry  to  Samuel  Hodgdon 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  7th  Feby  1 785 

I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  1st  &  4th  with  the  original  Copies  of 
the  Invoices  which  I  shall  send  by  the  next  post  to  Boston.  The  Dele- 
gates of  Massachusetts  have  this  Day  inclosed  Bills  of  Exchange  for 
260  Dollars,  which  I  wish  to  be  negotiated  without  Delay,  as  it  is  of 
great  Importance  that  Major  Story  should  proceed  on  the  Business 
mentioned  in  their  Letter  to  you  &  Colo  Pickg.  The  Expence  of  taking 
Copies  is  to  be  charged  the  Delegates  agreably  to  their  Request.  In- 
closed is  the  War  Office  Report,  which  I  beleive  was  passed  without 
much  alteration — the  Journals  are  not  within  my  Reach  &:  therefore  I 
cannot  ascertain  what  amendments  were  made  by  Congress.1  The 
Salary  is  not  established  but  it  will  not  exceed  2000  Dollars  which  ap- 
pears to  me  too  inconsiderable  for  an  office  of  that  Importance.-  It  is 
uncertain  when  I  shall  go  to  the  Eastward,  but  probably  within  5  or  0 
Weeks.  I  remain  Sir  in  great  1  laslc  Your  Friend  &  hum  Ser, 

E  ( ierry 
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R(.  (DNA:  RG93,  file  30,066). 

1  Gerrj  apparently  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  report  on  the  war  office  that  was  adopted 
on  January  27  in  the  form  of  "An  Ordinance  for  ascertaining  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  Secretary  at  War."  It  is  endorsed:  "Ordinance  Respecting  the  War  Office — Read  first 
time  H  Deer.  15  Deer,  assigned  for  2d  Readg.  Jany  17  1785,  Read  a  Second  time. 
Wednesday  fany  19  assigned  for  the  third  reading.  Pass'djanuy  27,  1785."  See  PCC, 
item  188,  fo'ls.  21-24. 

The  office  of  secretary  at  war  had  been  vacant  since  the  retirement  of  Gen.  Benjamin 
Lincoln  in  November  1783.  since  which  its  duties  had  been  conducted  by  the  secretary 
in  the  war  office,  Joseph  Carle  ton,  upon  whom  increasing  responsibilities  had  been 
thrust  without  official  recognition  or  adjustment  of  compensation  ($1,000  per  annum). 
The  war  office  had  been  severely  neglected  in  the  general  atrophy  of  Continental  gov- 
ernment following  the  coming  of  peace,  and  a  formal  effort  had  been  made  by  David 
Howell  May  26,  1784,  to  reduce  the  operations  of  the  office  still  further  which  had  re- 
mained unresolved  when  Congress  adjourned  from  Annapolis  the  following  week.  On 
December  2,  three  days  after  Congress  reconvened  at  Trenton,  the  subject  was  revived, 
and  a  committee  consisting  of  Howell,  Gunning  Bedford,  Egbert  Benson,  Samuel 
Holten,  and  James  Monroe  was  appointed  'To  revise  the  System  of  the  War  office  &  to 
report  such  alterations  as  they  may  judge  necessary."  It  was  the  work  of  this  committee 
that  Gerry  communicated  to  Hodgdon,  commissary  of  military  stores  at  Philadelphia, 
one  of  the  few  officers  who  had  been  retained  in  service  since  Lincoln's  resignation.  The 
movement  to  appoint  Lincoln's  successor  had  been  postponed  until  a  new  war  office  or- 
dinance was  adopted  and  an  appropriate  salary  could  be  agreed  upon.  See  JCC,  25:753, 
803-5,  26:126-27,  27:436-37,  479-80,  672,  28:21-23;  and  PCC,  item  186,  fol.  169.  For  the 
disintegration  of  the  war  department  following  the  negotiation  of  peace  and  attempts  to 
revive  it  during  this  transitional  period,  see  also  Harry  M.  Ward,  The  Department  of  War, 
1781-1795  (Pittsburgh:  University  of  Pittsburgh  Press,  1962),  pp.  40-54. 

-  An  attempt  to  set  the  salary  of  the  secretary  at  war  at  $2,500  had  been  defeated  on 
February  1.  After  the  failure  of  attempts  to  set  it  at  $3,000  and  at  $2,500  on  March  1,  it 
was  finally  set  at  $2,450  on  March  4,  and  four  days  later  Gen.  Henry  Knox  was  named  to 
the  post.  See  JCC,  28:28,  115,  129. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Israel  Hutchinson 

My  dear  Sir.  New  York,  7th  Feby.,  1 785. 

I  have  been  favored  with  your  kind  address  of  the  22d  January  8c 
consider  myself  under  renewed  obligations  for  your  attention  to  my 
affairs.  I  wish  not  to  give  Mrs.  Whipple  trouble  nor  desire  her  to  pay 
me,  before  she  can  sell  the  estate,  but  I  must  insist  upon  payment  be- 
fore the  estate  is  divided  among  the  creditors,  as  the  money  due  to 
me,  was  advanced  (to  the  deed)  for  taxes,  and  is  first  to  be  paid  & 
therefore  I  have  still  to  request  your  attention  to  the  same. 

It  gave  me  concern  to  hear  of  your  indisposition,  &  real  satisfacdon 
to  find  you  were  recovering,  8c  I  hope  your  health  is  perfected. 

I  perceive  you  are  under  some  mistake  in  supposing  the  letters  you 
mention  came  from  me,  as  I  have  wrote  to  you  but  one  letter,  before 
this,  since  I  left  home,  8c  that  you  acknowledge  to  have  received. 

Please  to  make  my  respectful  compliments  to  the  Doctor  8c  ac- 
quaint him  that  I  have  not  heard  from  Capt.  Jones  since  I  left  home, 
neither  do  the  letters  from  our  ministers  mention  any  thing  about  the 
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affairs  the  Doctor  is  concerned  in,  however  he  may  be  assured  it  will 
give  me  pleasure  if  I  can  render  him  any  services  while  I  am  here. 

Congress  are  much  engaged  in  business  of  the  greatest  national  im- 
portance; Our  finances,  the  settlement  of  the  Western  country,  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  the  state  of  our  commerce  in  general,  & 
the  British  being  still  in  possession  of  the  Fortresses  on  our  northern 
frontiers,  are  subjects  that  require  the  greatest  attention. 

The  affairs  between  the  Emperor  &  their  High  Mightinesses  put  on  a 
very  serious  appearance,  but  as  winter  is  the  time  to  negotiate,  possibly  it 
may  be  settled.  The  people  of  this  City  are  very  kind  8c  polite  to  the 
members  of  Congress,  who  they  say  have  honored  them  with  their  pres- 
ence; visitors,  cards  for  dining,  8c  visiting  cards  &c,  &c,  are  numerous; 
however,  these  things  are  well  enough  in  there  place,  but  we  are  a  young 
republican  Government  &  great  CEconomy  8c  prudence  is  necessary. 

I  took  notice  of  your  kind  wishes  for  my  health  &  happiness  8c  Mrs. 
Hutchinsons  "best  regards,"  and  will  each  of  you  be  pleased  (in  re- 
turn) to  accept  the  like  salute. 

I  remain,  with  particular  respect,  your  most  obedient 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  William  Shippen,  Jr. 

My  dear  Sir,  N.  York  7th  Feby.  1785 

I  am  very  happy  to  in  [form]  you  that  your  friend  Dr.  Cuttin[g]  set- 
tled his  affair  with  Congress  t[o  his]  entire  satisfaction.1  My  Love  [. . .] 
please,  to  my  excellent  Nephew.  [Tell]  him  that  altho  my  finances,  for 
want  of  remittances  in  this  severe  Season,  prevents  me  from  presently 
remitting  to  Mr.  De  Barthold  his  money,  that  it  shall  not  be  neglected 
when  my  remittances  shall  come.  My  love  to  you  all — God  bless  you  & 
farewell,  Richard  Henry  Lee2 

RC  (DLC:  Shippen  Family  Papers). 

1  Former  Apothecary  General  John  Brown  Cutting  had  attempted  the  preceding 
September  to  settle  his  accounts  with  Edward  Fox,  commissioner  for  the  Hospital  Depart- 
ment, but  in  the  process  a  box  containing  his  vouchers  fell  overboard  while  being  trans- 
ported across  the  Delaware  River  damaging  all  and  rendering  some  "absolutely  illegible." 
When  Fox  first  appealed  to  Congress  in  December  for  special  instructions  in  handling  the 
case,  a  committee  chaired  by  Dr.  Hugh  Williamson  recommended  that  Cutting's  claims 
be  denied  because  to  setde  accounts  without  adequate  documentation  "would  deprive  the 
U.S.  of  any  kind  of  security  against  impositions."  Cutting  renewed  his  appeal,  however,  in 
a  January  20  memorial  to  Congress  and  a  second  committee,  chaired  again  by 
Williamson,  took  the  more  lenient  position  "thai  Mr.  Cutting's  general  character  is  not 
only  unimpeai  lied,  but  ...  he  does  not  appear  to  have  improved  his  estate,  while  he  was 
charged  with  public  property."  Congress  ordered  litis  day  that  Cutting's  cash  account  of 
$2,174  be  settled.  See  /(.(.',  27:699,  28:14n,  42-44;  and  PCC,  item  78,  6:251-75. 
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-  This  day  Lee  also  wrote  a  letter  u>  an  unidentified  recipient,  an  extract  oi  which  was 
published  in  Robert  F.  Batchelder  Autographs,  catalog  13  (April  1976)  item  126:  "That 
[news]  which  is  foreign  is  entirel)  confined  to  the  quarrel  between  the  Emperor  and 

Holland.  Blows  had  certainly  been  exchanged,  but  the  winter  intervening  the  better 
opinion  is,  that  the  negotiations  in  that  season  of  inactivity  in  the  field,  will  terminate 
the  dispute  amicably.  For  the  sake  of  humanity  it  is  to  be  wished.  [Congress  has  been 
prevented]  .  .  .  from  going  into  the  consideration  of  revenue  matters — indeed  there 
being  no  Treasury  Officers  since  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Morris  has  been  one  cause  of 
delay  in  this  most  important  of  all  our  concerns.  .  .  The  trade  between  Great  Britain  &■ 
their  W.  Indies — the  Territorial  dispute  about  St.  Croix,  the  detention  of  the  Western 
Posts,  and  some  other  subjects  of  doubt  will  render  it  indispensable  that  we  should  send 
an  Able,  Honest,  Conciliating  Minister  to  the  Court  of  London. .  .American  refugees 
and  Tories  . . .  will  keep  ihe  two  Countries  in  perpetual  hot  water  and  prevent  any  ami- 
cable settlement  between  us.  The  presence  of  such  a  Minister  as  I  have  described  will 
banish  a  Myriad  of  those  Miscreants.  When  the  Commissioners  who  are  now  treating 
with  the  Western  Indians  shall  have  finished  .  . .  we  shall  proceed  in  Congress  to  [sell] 
some  part  of  that . . .  region  that  has  been  yielded  to  the  U.S.  by  Virginia." 


Massachusetts  Delegates  to 
the  Massachusetts  Governor  and  Council 

Gentlemen,  New  York  7th  Feby.  1785 

We  have  this  day  drawn  a  Bill  of  exchange  on  the  treasurer  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  Two  hundred  and  sixty  mexican 
dollars  to  enable  us  to  send  an  express  to  the  commissioners  of  our 
appointment  for  constituting  in  part  a  federal  court  for  determining 
the  dispute  between  Massachusetts  and  New  York — the  necessity  of 
this  measure  arises  from  a  detention  of  official  information  on  the 
Subject,  in  consequence  of  a  memorial  from  the  agints  of  New  York  to 
annul  the  determination  of  the  place  for  holding  the  federal  court, 
made  in  pursuance  of  an  agreement  of  the  agents  of  both  States.  We 
have  opposed  a  commitment  of  the  memorial,1  upon  the  ground  that 
congress  have  no  authority  to  alter  the  place  thus  fixed  by  agree- 
ment— and  to  secure  the  commissioners  acceptance  of  our  nomina- 
tion, we  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  continuing  our  opposition,  un- 
less we  are  assured  that  an  alteration  of  the  place  will  have  no  effect  in 
preventing  that  acceptance.  This  may  take  up  much  time  in  congress, 
and  as  the  appointments  are  by  a  second  agreement  of  the  agents  null 
&  void,  unless  as  respects  those  who  may  accept  within  two  months 
after  the  determination  of  the  place  for  holding  the  Court,  and  con- 
sidering likewise  that  seventeen  days  have  already  elapsed  of  the  time 
mentioned,  we  think  it  is  indispensably  necessary  to  transmit  to  the 
Commissioners  attested  copies  of  the  agreement  &  determination  re- 
ferred to  and  to  obtain  their  answers  before  the  expiration  of  the  Two 
months.2  We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect  your  most  obedi- 
ent &  very  humble  servants.  E  Gerry.  Geo  Partridge 

S.  Holten        R.  King 
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RC  (PHC:  Roberts  Collection).  Written  by  Rufus  King  and  signed  by  King,  Elbridge 
Gerry,  Samuel  Holten,  and  George  Partridge.  Addressed:  "His  excellency  the  Governor 
&  the  honorable  Council  of  Massachusetts." 

1  See  New  York  Agents'  Memorial,  January  26,  and  note  3. 

2  For  the  progress  of  Massachusetts'  campaign  to  ensure  the  convening  of  this  court 
in  Williamsburg  in  June,  see  Rufus  King's  letters  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  March  20,  24,  and 
April  26,  and  to  John  Lowell,  April  14,  1785. 


Massachusetts  Delegates  to 
John  Lowell  and  James  Sullivan 

Gentlemen  New  York  7th  Febry  1785 

No  official  Information  has  been  yet  transmitted  to  our  fcederal 
Court,  or  rather  to  the  Commissioners  who  are  to  constitute  it,  ex- 
cepting that  which  was  contained  in  a  joint  Letter  of  the  Agents  of 
New  York  8c  Massachusetts;1  &  the  Matter,  since  the  Determination  of 
the  place  for  holding  the  Court,  pursuant  to  an  agreement  of  the 
Agents,  has  been,  and  still  continues  to  be  embarrassed  by  a  Memorial 
from  the  Agents  of  New  York  to  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  altering 
that  Determination.  The  particulars  We  shall  inclose  by  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  the  Legislature,2  but  in  the  Interim  We  think  it  neces- 
sary to  send  an  Express  with  Copies  of  the  agreement  8c  Determina- 
tion referred  8c  have  drawn  a  Bill  of  Exchange  on  the  Treasurer  of 
Massachusetts  for  two  hundred  8c  sixty  Dollars  payable  in  ten  Days,  8c 
pray  your  attention  to  a  punctual  Discharge  of  the  Bill  as  a  Failure 
would  reflect  Dishonor  both  on  the  Common  Wealth  &  its  Delegates. 
We  remain  Gentn  With  the  highest  Esteem  your  Friends  8c  humble 
Serts.  Geo  Partridge        E  Gerry.  Delegates 

R  King  S.  Holten         ofMassa. 

RC  (MH-H:  bMS  Am  1582).  Written  by  Elbridge  Gerry  and  signed  by  Gerry,  Samuel 
Holten,  Rufus  King,  and  George  Partridge. 

1  See  Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents  to  James  Monroe,  December  28,  1784. 

2  See  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  the  Massachusetts  Assembly,  February  12,  1785. 


Pennsylvania  Delegates  to  John  Bayard 

Dear  Sir  New  York  Feby  7th.  1 785 

I  received  one  of  your  favours  since  my  arrival  here  and  have  wrote 
you1  stating  that  Connecticut  has  revived  the  old  dispute  about 
Wyoming.-  A  copy  of  their  papers  I  have  transmitted  to  Council  which 
doubtless  will  be  laid  before  the  Assembly  for  their  deliberation  Very 
soon  after  Meeting. 
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Mr  Henry's  arrival  with  the  copies  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  state  in 
this  affair  has  anticipated  My  request  that  yon  wou'd  furnish  us  with 
them.  The  Council  having  done  this  fully  except  such  as  relates  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  last  Supreme  Court  at  Northumberland  8c  Easton, 
these  may  be  necessary  at  least  so  far  as  they  were  published  in  one  of 
the  Philada.  papers  about  one  month  ago.  A  few  days  after  the  arrival 
of  Mr  Henry  this  Matter  was  taken  up  as  the  order  of  the  day  when  we 
without  difficulty  had  it  postponed  Sine  die  And  hope  it  will  give  time 
to  the  Legislature  to  deliberate  in  such  a  manner  as  will  give  Mutual 
Satisfaction  to  the  parties  and  do  complete  Justice. 

By  all  that  we  can  learn  from  the  delegates  of  Connecticut  she  has 
no  serious  intentions  of  prosecuting  this  dispute  as  a  state  any  more 
than  Merely  to  Patronize  her  Cityzens  (the  Wyoming  Settlers)  in  their 
Claim  of  Soil  and  even  that  feebly  as  Dr  Johnson  has  told  us  that  he 
neither  wishes  nor  can  proceed  in  the  dispute  till  he  receives  further 
instructions  and  that  he  expects  An  agent  or  agents  from  the  Settlers 
and  not  the  State. 

How  far  the  decree  at  Trenton  has  decided  the  right  of  Soil  as  well 
as  Jurisdiction  is  a  question  that  professional  Lawyers  may  differ  in 
Very  much.  We  think  that  both  have  been  determined  fully.  There  is 
evidently  two  parts  in  the  decision  Vizt  the  lands  in  dispute  and  Juris- 
diction both  Judged  to  be  in  Pennsylvania  by  the  Court  at  Trenton.  If 
this  Matter  comes  to  be  seriously  debated  in  Congress  you  must  see 
the  Necessity  of  having  an  agent  or  agents  of  professional  knowledge 
of  Law  to  combat  Dr  Johnson. 

Hitherto  we  have  not  been  able  to  finish  the  business  of  appointing 
the  additional  Commissioners  for  settling  and  liquidating  the  Publick 
accts.3  altho'  a  report  has  been  on  the  table  many  days  agreeable  to 
the  intention  of  the  law  which  we  hope  will  be  compleated  in  a  few 
days.  The  report  is  a  general  one  comprehending  every  State  having 
large  unsettled  accts.  with  the  Publick  and  when  resolved  upon  we  will 
take  the  earliest  oppertunity  of  forwarding.  If  it  don't  arrive  in  time  I 
wish  the  operation  of  the  Law  could  be  suspended  a  few  days  longer, 
that  we  may  have  the  Credit  of  being  Federal  in  our  measures. 

A  Brittish  Packet  arrived  at  the  Hook  Thursday  last  but  the  mail  was 
not  brought  to  the  City  'till  Saturday  evening  last,  a  report  prevails 
that  the  Dutch  8c  the  Emperor  have  Settled  their  dispute — no  particu- 
lars nor  is  it  generally  believed — but  it  is  probable  that  the  winter  may 
afford  an  oppertunity  of  negociating  &  perhaps  terminating  them.  We 
lodge  together  Since  Mr.  Henry's  arrival  and  'tho  not  the  most  com- 
fortable, or  at  a  Very  high  rate,  which  together  with  fuel,  candle  and 
liquors  &c  amount  to  more  than  we  had  any  reason  to  apprehend. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  Very  hble  8c  obedient  Servts 

William  Henry 

Jos.  Gardner 
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RC  (PHarH:  RG  27).  Written  by  Gardner  and  signed  by  Gardner  and  Henry.  Addressed: 
"To  John  Bayard  Esq.,  Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly,  Philadelphia."  RC  damaged; 
missing  words  supplied  from  Pa.  Archives,  2d  ser.  18:643-44. 

1  Not  found. 

-  For  Connecticut's  revival  of  the  Wyoming  Valley  dispute,  see  Hugh  Williamson  to 
John  Dickinson,  January  14,  note. 

3  See  Pennsylvania  Delegates  to  John  Dickinson,  January  27,  note  2. 


Pennsylvania  Delegates  to  John  Dickinson 

Sir  New  York  Feby  7th.  1 785 

The  Wyoming  dispute  rests  at  Present  and  we  hope  will  do  so  for 
some  time,  we  have  seen  Mr  Wilson  and  reed  by  him  some  addi- 
tional papers  to  them  brought  on  by  Mr  Henry  relating  to  that  un- 
happy dispute.1 

The  report  of  a  Committee  upon  your  Excellency's  letter  with  the 
inclosures  relative  to  the  appointment  of  additional  commissioners 
for  Settling  and  adjusting  the  accounts  of  the  Cityzens  of  Pennsylvania 
against  the  United  States  remain  undetermined  untill  a  report  is 
brought  in  to  prevent  frauds  supposed  to  be  practised  by  some  per- 
sons having  unsettled  accts.  and  Stated  to  Congress  by  Mr.  Denning 
commissioner  in  this  State,  which  we  hope  will  be  made  tomorrow.2 
The  first  report  as  brought  in  and  which  we  have  reason  to  believe  will 
pass,  comes  up  fully  to  the  Idea  of  the  legislature  as  expressed  in  the 
act  and  we  hope  they  will  see  the  propriety  of  a  further  suspension  of 
the  opperation  of  that  Law  rather  than  suffer  the  State  to  be  re- 
proached with  an  Unfcederal  Measure  especially  as  the  objects  of  it 
can  suffer  very  little  by  a  delay  of  a  week  or  ten  days  and  perhaps  not 
half  that  time. 

We  are  with  due  respect,  your  Excellency's  Very  humble  Servts. 

William  Henry 

Jos.  Gardner 

RC  (PHarH:  RG  27).  Written  by  Gardner  and  signed  by  Gardner  and  Henry.  Addressed: 
"His  Excellency  John  Dickinson  Esqr.  President  of  the  Council,  Philadelphia." 

1  James  Wilson  was  in  New  York  at  this  time  not  as  a  delegate  to  Congress  but  to  con- 
fer with  Gardner  and  Henry  on  Pennsylvania's  strategy  in  response  to  Connecticut's  at- 
tempt to  reopen  the  Wyoming  Valley  controversy.  He  also  wrote  the  following  letter  to 
Dickinson  on  February  26. 

'The  Controversy  respecting  the  Settlements  at  Wyoming  depends  before  Congress 
in  a  very  disadvantageous  State  of  Suspence.  I  think  that  both  the  interest  and  the 
Honor  of  Pennsylvania  require,  that  a  speedy  and  explicit  decision  should  be  had  upon 
the  Complaints  and  representations  which  have  been  made  against  her.  As  far  as  I  can 
learn  those  who  style  themselves  Claimants  under  the  Stale  oi  Connecticut  have  not  ap- 
pointed or  instructed  any  person  to  advocate  or  support  their  Pretensions;  and  no  at- 
tempts have  been  lately  made  to  bring  them  foi  waid.  While  matters  continue  in  this  un- 
detei  mined  Situation,  those  People  may  Hat  let  themselves  and  represent  to  others,  that 
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the  Complaints  laid  before  Congress  stand  uncontradicted,  and  that  there  may  still  be  a 
favourable  Adjudication  upon  them.  It  is  easy  to  foresee  what  a  pernicious  Effect  such 
Sentiments  will  have  upon  the  Settlements  in  that  part  of  the  Country,  For  these  Rea- 
sons, I  beg  leave  to  express  my  Opinion  that  no  lime  should  be  lost  by  the  State  in  in- 
structing its  Delegates  to  press  Congress  for  a  decision  on  the  Complaints  and  the 
Memorial  now  before  them.  In  some  Conversations  I  have  had  with  Governor  Clinton, 
the  actual  running  and  marking  of  the  line  between  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  has  ap- 
peared to  Us  to  be  a  Measure  of  much  importance  to  both  States,  and  which,  in  the  pre- 
sent Juncture  may  be  easily  accomplished.  His  Excellency  has  recommended  the  Mea- 
sure to  the  Legislature  of  this  State;  and  a  Bill  for  the  Purpose  has  already  passed  the 
Senate:  There  is  no  doubt  but  it  will  be  agreed  to  by  the  Assembly  and  become  a  Law.  It 
is  of  much  Consequence,  that  a  similar  Law  be  made  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
dining  the  present  Session;  so  that  the  Commissioners  under  both  States  may  be  able  to 
proceed  on  the  Business  in  ihe  Spring.  This  would  have  a  happy  Effect  in  convincing 
People  on  ihe  Spot,  that  all  the  Land  in  that  Country  belongs  either  to  Pennsylvania  or 
New  York."  RG  27,  PHarH. 

-  See  Pennsylvania  Delegates  to  Dickinson,  January  27,  note  2. 


David  Howell  to  William  Greene 

Sir,  New  York  February  9,  1 785. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Instructions  of  the  Hon.  the  General  Assembly, 
their  delegates  have  moved  in  Congress  that  the  Contractors  for  Ox- 
teams  in  1781  should  be  paid  their  ballances  out  of  the  last  requisi- 
tion. This  motion  is  yet  in  the  hands  of  a  Committee.  It  is  our  Expec- 
tation to  obtain  a  resolution  authorizing  the  State  to  pay  these 
ballances  out  of  the  requisition  for  the  current  year,  the  last  requisi- 
tion having  been  otherwise  appropriated.1  And,  indeed,  this  is  all  that 
Massachusetts  could  obtain  for  their  Contractors. 

A  great  deal  of  business  lies  before  Congress  in  the  hands  of  Com- 
mittees 8c  in  reports.  It  is  easy  to  perceive  that  the  tardiness  of  the  del- 
egates in  assembling  at  Trenton,  together  with  the  adjournment  to 
this  City  must  have  prevented  us  from  the  expected  dispatch  of  public 
business.  I  have  the  pleasure,  however,  to  observe  that  eleven  States 
are  now  on  the  floor,  &  that  a  good  degree  of  harmony  prevails. 

A  Grand-Committee  has  been  appointed  &  instructed  to  report  a 
requisition  on  the  States  for  the  supplies  of  the  current  year. 

Mr.  Morris  has  returned  his  Commission  to  Congress  in  a  Letter 
dated  Sept.  30th  &  ceased  to  act  in  his  official  character.  His  accounts 
of  receipts  &  expenditures,  during  his  administration,  in  detail,  has 
not  been  laid  before  Congress,  as  yet;  but  we  are  informed  it  is  now  at 
the  Press  in  Philadelphia.  The  Chairman  of  our  Grand-Committee  has 
written  to  him  for  information  [on]  what  arrangements  he  has  taken 
for  paying  the  interest  due  in  Europe?2  What  payments  have  been 
made,  or  measures  taken  to  make  payments,  by  the  several  States  on 
the  requisition  of  last  April?  And  what  monies  remain  in  the  Treasury, 
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or  elsewhere,  not  specially  appropriated?  This  is  all  the  account  I  am 
able  to  give  of  the  State  of  the  Treasury,  excepting  that  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  as  I  am  informed  by  her  delegates 
now  in  Congress,  have  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  U.  States  more 
than  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  real  money.  I  hope  this  will  at 
least  justify  an  opinion  heretofore  advanced  that  the  delinquency  of 
the  States  was  not  so  much  owing  to  want  of  energy  in  the  fcrderal  govern- 
ment, as  to  want  of  energy  in  the  government  of  the  particular  States  8c  a 
real  want  of  resources,  or  of  the  power  to  render  them  productive. 

The  happy  return  of  peace  &  plenty  to  the  States  will,  it  is  hoped, 
produce  similar  effects  throughout  the  Union  &  restore  public  credit. 

The  Hon.  John  Lewis  Gervaise,  of  So.  Carolina,  the  Hon.  Samuel 
Osgood,  of  Massachusetts,  &  the  Hon.  Walter  Livingston,  of  this  State, 
have  been  elected  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Treasury.  The  latter 
is  present  &  ready  to  accept.  The  two  former  have  not  had  time,  since 
the  notification  of  their  Election,  to  return  an  answer. 

Congress  have  ordered  all  their  public  Offices  to  be  removed  from 
Philadelphia  to  this  City.  The  Portraits  of  the  King  &  Queen  of  France 
are  also  to  be  brought  here. 

The  City-Hall  has  been  given  up  to  the  use  of  Congress  8c  their  offi- 
cers by  the  Corporation  of  the  City,  excepting  the  room  in  which  the 
Mayors  Court  is  holden3 — And  I  presume  it  is  unnecessary  to  men- 
tion that  the  members  can  be  accommodated  in  the  best  manner — 
but  that  the  expences  of  living  here  are  greater  than  at  any  other 
place  where  I  have  attended  in  Congress. 

We  wait  with  impatience  the  result  of  the  negotiations  opened  with 
the  Indians — as  the  Western  lands  are  in  great  demand,  8c  frequent 
applications  are  made  for  grants.  It  is  expected  that  Congress,  before 
they  rise,  will  be  enabled  to  open  their  Land-Office,  8c  to  establish 
Some  government  in  the  Western  wilderness. 

I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  the  Southern  States  do  not  seem  dis- 
posed to  cede  their  claims  over  the  mountains  to  Congress.  No.  Car- 
olina has  even  repealed  her  act  of  cession,  after  the  example  of  Con- 
necticut!. Happily  it  is  out  of  the  power  of  N.  York  8c  Virginia  to 
repeal  theirs. 

The  Agents  for  Massachusetts  8c  N.  York  have  agreed  on  the  Judges 
to  constitute  a  fcederal  Court  to  decide  on  their  interfering  claims  to 
Vacant  lands.4  This  Court  is  to  be  holden  in  the  City  of  Williamsburg 
in  Virginia,  next  June. 

The  N.  York  land-office  is  open  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  U.  States. 
Forty  two  petitioners  are  to  have  six  miles  Square  at  one  Shilling  per 
acre  to  be  paid  in  any  kind  of  Securities  for  liquidated  debts  due  from 
the  U.  States,  or  from  the  State  of  New  York.  Their  land-office,  their 
Impost,  their  confiscated  estates,  &c.  will  enable  this  State  to  establish 
funds  sufficiently  productive  to  pay  all  their  debts.  I  am  informed,  & 
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that  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  me  that  the  Bill  for  granting  an  Im- 
post to  Congress  will  be  rejected  by  a  Majority  in  the  Legislature  of 
this  State  which  is  now  in  Session.5 

As  this  measure  has  not  been  adopted  by  the  State  of  Georgia  &  as 
the  supplementary  funds,  the  only  Security  in  the  System  for  the  do- 
mestic creditors,  have  not  been  effectually  complied  with  in  more 
than  one  or  two  States,  I  have  given  it  as  my  opinion  here  that  our 
State  would  not  resume  the  consideration  of  that  Subject  'til  all  the 
other  States  should  have  substantially  complied:  And  indeed,  in  that 
event,  of  which  I  see  no  probability,  it  might  perhaps  be  for  the  Honor 
of  the  State  to  fall  in  with  that  measure,  last  of  all  8c  only  on  the  most  vi- 
olent compulsion. 

In  consequence  of  a  motion  made  in  Congress  by  an  advocate  for  a 
revenue  in  the  hands  of  Congress,  a  Committee  has  been  appointed 
to  report  the  measures  necessary  to  be  taken  on  the  Subject  of  the 
recommendations  of  April  18,  1783,  for  the  Impost,  &c.  As  Congress 
have  been  pleased  to  appoint  me  Chairman  of  this  Committee  &  to 
join  with  me  two  members  who  are  not  friendly  to  the  revenue  Sys- 
tem, it  would  seem  that  a  change  of  the  financeering  System  may  not 
be  far  off:  But  as  this  Subject  has  not  been  drawn  into  discussion  in 
the  present  Congress  I  have  no  authority  to  announce  the  probability 
of  such  an  event.6 

I  have  transmitted  to  my  good  friend  Governor  Bowen  News-papers 
containing  a  bill  published  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  for 
funding  their  quota  of  the  national  debt  on  State  funds.  Such  a  mea- 
sure was  adopted  by  New  Jersey  long  ago;  8c  I  am  told  that  other  States 
are  taking  the  hint.  Sure  I  am  that  State  funds  may  be  established  on  as 
safe  grounds  8c  prove  as  productive  as  funds  in  the  hands  of  Congress. 
Can  it  be  said  that  the  particular  States  are  unable  to  draw  from  the 
people  as  much  money  as  they  can,  or  ought  to  pay?  Will  not  State-laws 
operate  with  greater  energy  8c  safety  than  fozderal  Ordinances!  But  I 
have  almost  involuntarily  run  into  a  Subject  I  intended  to  have 
avoided  when  I  sat  down  to  write  this  Letter,  as  it  has  been  already  ex- 
hausted 8c  the  bare  mention  of  it  has  become  ungrateful  to  the  ears  of 
some  of  my  good  friends. 

Congress  have  resolved  to  send  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  repre- 
sent the  U.  States  at  the  Courts  of  Madrid  8c  London;  &  their  Election 
is  made  the  order  of  the  day.  In  consequence  of  the  earnest  request  of 
Dr.  Franklin  it  is  in  contemplation  to  permit  him  to  return  to  this  his 
native  Country,  where  he  wishes  to  lay  his  bones.  The  return  of  this 
venerable  Patriot  under  these  circumstances  must  give  pleasure  to  all 
his  friends,  or  let  me  say  to  all  the  friends  of  this  Country  8c  of  free- 
dom. Governor  Jefferson,  who  is  peculiarly  acceptable  to  the  Court  of 
Versailles,  will  probably  be  appointed  his  Successor  at  that  Court. 

I  observed  in  my  last,7  that  the  resolution  of  Congress  putting  all 
the  Letters  from  our  foreign  Ministers  under  an  injunction  of  Secrecy, 
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was  my  apology  for  not  making  more  ample  communications  on  the 
Subject  of  our  Foreign  Affairs. 

It  is  in  contemplation,  at  least  with  some  Gentlemen,  to  recom- 
mend to  the  States  an  Alteration  of  the  Confederation  on  the  Subject 
of  Commerce.  The  motion  under  commitment  aims  to  vest  Congress 
with  power  to  regulate  both  foreign  &  coast  wise  trade — And  to  ascer- 
tain &  regulate  the  duties  to  be  paid  in  the  importation  of  foreign 
merchandise:8 

provided  that  the  assent  of  at  least  nine  States  in  Congress  shall  be 
necessary  to  all  their  ordinances  on  these  Subjects — And 

provided  also,  that  all  such  Ordinances  shall  receive  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Legislatures  of  nine  States  before  they  shall  take  effect. 

provided  also  that  such  ordinances  shall  continue  in  force  only 
years. 

provided  moreover  that  the  Legislatures  of  the  particular  States 
shall  relinquish  all  power  to  lay  imposts  against  their  neighbouring 
States — And  lastly, 

provided,  that  all  such  imposts  shall  be  collected  under  the  Author- 
ity, &  accrue  to  the  use  &  benefit  of  the  particular  State  where  they 
shall  be  paid. 

I  have  thought  proper  to  lay  these  outlines  of  the  System  proposed 
before  the  State;  Should  it  be  thought  proper  to  act  on  this  Subject, 
or  any  other  by  way  of  altering  the  Confederation,  I  am  clearly  of 
opinion  that  the  Bill  for  the  purpose  ought  to  be  published  for  the 
consideration  of  the  people  at  large  &  that  every  town  should  be  re- 
quested to  give  their  deputies  special  instructions  on  the  Subject. 

I  trust  in  the  Wisdom  of  the  public  councils  to  devise  a  System  of 
commercial  regulation  which  will  answer  every  reasonable  object  of 
the  mercantile  part  of  the  community,  without  endangering  the  Liber- 
ties of  this  Country:  But  if  I  am  called  on  either  to  part  with  my  free- 
dom, or  foreign  commerce,  I  shall  want  no  time  to  deliberate. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  the  States  at  Annapolis  last 
Summer  are  printed  &  to  be  sent  forward  to  the  several  States.9 

Since  the  assembling  of  Congress  in  this  City  some  of  the  Southern 
States  have  discovered  great  uneasiness  under  the  Ordinance  passed 
at  Trenton  respecting  the  residence  of  Congress  &  It  yet  remains  very 
uncertain  whether  Fcederal  buildings  will  be  erected  any  where  soon. 
On  this  Subject,  however,  it  is  considered  that  the  eastern  States  have 
possessed  themselves  of  the  advantage  ground. 

The  question  of  the  Independance  of  Vermont  has  not  been  re- 
sumed— nor  have  their  delegates  made  their  appearance  as  yet.  The 
delegates  would  be  happy  to  receive  particular  &  pointed  instructions 
on  the  Subject  of  commerce.  How  far  will  the  State  consent  to  part 
with  its  power  to  regulate  commerce?  How  far  will  it  be  safe  to  vest 
Congress  with  power  relative  to  ascertaining  &  regulating  duties,  &c. 
As  it  is  our  earnest  wish  (for  I  believe  I  may  also  speak  for  my  Col- 
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league  in  this  matter)  to  conform  our  conduct  to  the  views  of  the 
Honorable  the  General  Assembly,  it  will,  at  all  times,  be  very  agreeable 
to  receive  instructions  on  any  subjects  of  Importance. 

I  could  wish  to  enlarge  on  several  Subjects  but  the  fear  of  giving  of- 
fence by  obtruding  my  indigested  Ideas  will  induce  me  to  conclude 
this  Letter  by  requesting  your  Excellency  to  assure  the  Hon.  Genl.  As- 
sembly of  my  constant  attention  to  their  interest  &  to  those  of  the  U. 
States — &  to  be  persuaded  of  the  great  esteeme  with  which  I  have  the 
Honor  to  be,  your  Excellencys  most  obedient  &  very  hble  Servt. 

David  Howell 

P.S.  I  must  request  that  no  copies  of  my  Letters  be  suffered  to  be 
taken  for  certain  reasons. 

RC  (R-Ar:  Letters  to  Governors). 

1  See  Howell  tojabez  Bowen,  March  7,  note  1. 

2  See  Grand  Committee  to  Robert  Morris,  February  1. 

8  For  the  January  14  offer  by  Mayor  James  Duane  of  the  City  Hall  as  Congress'  new 
residence  in  New  York,  and  its  acceptance  by  Congress  on  January  18,  see  JCC,  28:4n, 
7-9;  and  John  D.  R.  Piatt,  The  Continental  Congress  in  the  New  York  City  Hall,  1785-1788 
(Washington:  U.S.  Office  of  Archeology  and  Historic  Preservation,  1969),  pp.  1-5. 

4  See  New  York  Agents' Journal,  December  4—9,  note  6. 

5  See  Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  March  24,  note  4. 

6  This  committee  had  been  appointed  December  17,  1784,  and  Howell  had  been 
named  chairman  upon  its  renewal  January  17,  1785,  when  a  number  of  committees 
were  renewed  as  Congress  reconvened  in  New  York.  Its  report,  which  was  not  adopted, 
is  endorsed:  "Read  15  March  1785.  .  .Jany  27.  1786  Recommitted  to  Mr  Monroe,  Mr 
Johnson,  Mr  Gorham,  Mr  Symmes,  Mr  Livermore."  See  JCC,  28:8n,  162n.3;  and  PCC, 
item24,fol.  123. 

7  Howell  to  Greene,  January  12. 

8  See  James  Monroe  to  James  Madison,  December  18,  1784,  note  6. 

9  See  JCC,  27:724. 


Joseph  Gardner  to  John  Bayard 

Sir  New  York  Feby  1 1th.  1785 

The  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  carry  into  effect  the  ordi- 
nance of  Congress  for  the  Purpose  of  erecting  federal  buildings  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Delaware  has  taken  near  four  days  of  this  week  and 
has  this  day  been  effected,  Genl.  Schuyler,  Phil.  Dickinson  and  Robt 
Morris  are  the  commissioners.  Some  States  have  not  been  hearty  in 
the  Measure — Maryland  has  been  principally  active  in  delay — from 
what  Motives  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  do  more  than  conjecture.1  Per- 
haps the  precipitate  retreat  of  Congress  last  Summer  from  their  Capi- 
tal has  its  influence,  or  they  rather  wished  the  banks  of  the  Potomack 
had  been  fixed  for  the  permanent  federal  residence  which  would 
have  placed  the  Capital  of  the  United  States  nearer  them — but  what- 
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ever  reasons  opperated  with  them  it  is  Very  evident  that  Congress 
have  lost  that  influence  at  home  and  respectability  abroad  which  are 
essentially  necessary  to  conduct  with  advantage  the  concerns  of  a 
great  Nation  and  which  can  never  be  r[e]  gained  while  they  are  once 
or  twice  a  year  Moving  from  place  to  place.  Princeton,  Anapolis  and 
Trenton  have  been  Visited  in  order  &  in  the  Very  hour  of  expectation 
each  have  experienced  disapointment.  New  York  is  now  the  tempo- 
rary residence  untill  a  permanent  one  is  provided  and  if  this  should 
fail  Perhaps  this  City  in  turn  will  feel  her  share  of  Chagrin  by  another 
removal — in  short  Sir  there  appears  no  end  to  removals  but  in  the 
erection  of  a  permanent  federal  House  in  which  each  State  will  have 
an  intrest  and  in  some  degree  find  themselves  at  home. 

We  gave  a  Cheerfull  assent  to  the  ordinance  at  Trenton  convinced 
of  the  advantage  and  necessity  of  the  Measure  and  believing  that  it 
woud  meet  the  approbation  of  our  constituents  who  have  generally 
stood  first  in  executing  every  thing  that  appeared  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  Honor  and  happiness  of  the  federal  government. 

The  Place  proposed  in  the  ordinance  whether  on  this  or  that  side 
the  Delaware  is  Very  favorable  to  Pennsylvania.  Much  of  the  money 
expended  there  will  finally  center  in  our  State — this  deserves  atten- 
tion. The  offer  made  by  New  Jersey  of  thirty  thousand  pounds  and  ter- 
ritorial Jurisdiction  give  rise  to  an  enquiry  which  we  have  frequently 
heard  What  will  Pennsylva.  do?  To  this  we  cannot  answer  but  as  the 
Legislature  are  now  sitting  we  state  these  things  to  you  in  order  that 
they  may  have  it  in  their  Power  to  favor  us  with  their  instructions 
upon  this  point  as  soon  as  convenient. 

Wednesday  nixt  is  appointed  for  discussing  the  report  of  a  commit- 
tee respecting  the  appointment  of  additional  commissioners  of  accts 
and  we  have  reason  to  hope  it  will  fully  answer  the  intention  of  the 
house — a  compleat  Copy  of  the  Laws  and  resolutions  of  the  legisla- 
ture since  the  revolution  are  Very  necessary  for  us,  therefore  we  re- 
quest that  we  may  be  furnished  with  them  as  early  as  convenient.2 

We  have  heard  nothing  of  the  Wyoming  Business  since  we  last 
wrote  you. 

We  have  Honor  to  be  Sir,  Your  Very  hble  Servts 

Jos  Gardner 

[P.S.]  This  letter  was  intended  a  Joint  One  but  Mr  Henry  is  out  there- 
fore wants  his  Signature. 

RC  (PHi:Gratz  Collection). 

1  See  the  following  entry. 

'-'  Speaker  Bayard  laid  this  request  before  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly  on  February  18 
and  the  following  day  the  house  ordered  thai  its  delegates  in  Congress  be  furnished 
wiih  a  ( o|>\  ol  the  laws  of  the  commonwealth.  Minutes  oj  the  First  Session  n/  the  Ninth  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of .  . .  Pennsylvania,  pp.  145,  148,  DLC(ESR). 
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Maryland  Delegates  to  William  Paca 

Sir  New-York  Feby.  1 1  th.  1 785 

On  the  8th  Instant  Congress  being  about  to  proceed  to  appoint 
Commissioners  to  carry  into  Effect  their  Ordinance  of  ' 

We  thereupon  brought  into  Debate  a  Motion  for  postponing  the  Ap- 
pointment of  Commissioners,  till  the  Delegates  representing  the  sev- 
eral States  could  consult  with  their  Constituents  in  a  Matter  so  impor- 
tant and  momentous.2  This  Motion  going  off  by  Adjournment,  We 
moved  on  the  10th  a  Limitation  of  the  Suspension  till  the  first  of  May. 
Having  obtained  by  this  Procedure  the  Sense  of  the  House,  which  We 
found  generally  opposed  to  a  Suspension,  and  not  being  possessed  of 
any  Official  Opinion  from  the  State,  We  thought  it  best  to  decline  our 
Right  of  Entry  on  the  Journals  till  We  could  be  officially  advised.  Out 
of  eleven  States  on  the  Floor,  there  appeared  in  Favor  of  a  Suspen- 
sion, the  State  of  New-Hampshire,  one  Delegate  from  Massachusetts, 
one  Delegate  from  Virginia  with  the  State  of  Maryland.  After  submit- 
ting to  your  Excellency  the  inclosed  Copy  of  our  Motion  of  the  10th 
which  contains  the  Substance  of  that  made  on  the  8th,  it  is  almost  un- 
necessary to  add  that  on  a  candid  Review  of  the  Circumstances  of  the 
United  States  We  are  sincerely  penetrated  with  the  Policy  and  Neces- 
sity of  a  Suspension  of  the  Operation  of  the  Ordinance.  Congress 
have  elected  Generals  Schuyler  &  Dickinson  and  Mr.  Robert  Morris 
Commissioners  to  execute  the  Ordinance. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  Respect,  Yr.  Excellency's 
most  obedient  &  very  humble  Servts.  James  McHenry 

Wm.  Hindman 

ENCLOSURE 

A  Motion  of  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Maryland. 

It  is  with  sincere  Concern  that  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land perceive  a  settled  Determination  in  Congress,  to  appoint  Com- 
missioners to  carry  into  Effect,  their  Ordinance  of  J  while  at 
the  same  Time  they  regret  that  Necessity,  which  obliges  them  to  fix 
their  Opposition  to  the  Measure,  on  the  Journals  of  Congress. 

The  Objects  of  the  Ordinance  being  two,  First  to  found  a  fcederal 
Town,  And  Secondly  to  erect3 

They  had  flattered  themselves,  they  speak  it  with  profound  Respect 
to  Congress,  that  the  Circumstances  of  the  United  States,  would  alone 
have  justified  Congress  in  procrastinating  the  Execution  of  so  expen- 
sive &  seemingly  unnecessary  an  Undertaking. 

They  have  sedulously  but  unsuccessfully  attempted,  to  reconcile  it's 
immediate  Execution,  with  the  pressing  and  importunate  Demands  of 
those  Creditors,  whose  Loans  to  the  United  States,  Congress  are 


February  11, 1785  183 

called  upon  by  every  Impression  of  Gratitude  and  good  Faith,  to  sat- 
isfy without  further  Delay. 

They  are  also  compelled  to  acknowledge  their  Insufficiency  of  Pen- 
etration, to  discover  the  Expediency  of  Founding  a  federal  Town,  of 
not  less  than  two  Miles  square,  between  two  large  Cities,  either  of 
which  offer  to  Congress  almost  without  Expence,  every  Convenience 
and  Advantage  that  can  be  created  by  the  Force  of  Money  in  a 
federal  Town. 

They  also  entertain  a  painful  Doubt,  as  to  the  Competency  of  Con- 
gress to  "found  a  federal  Town"  under  the  Authority  of  the  Confeder- 
ation. By  the  eighth  Article  of  the  Confederation,  it  is  declared  "That 
all  Charges  of  War  and  all  other  Expences  that  shall  be  incurred  for 
the  common  Defence  or  general  Wellfare  and  allowed  by  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common 
Treasury."  It  would  seem  that  Congress  having  so  many  Towns  in  their 
Choice,  in  which  they  may  hold  their  Sessions,  and  at  a  very  inconsid- 
erable Expence  erect  a  Fcederal  Stadt-House  8c  proper  Offices,  if  the 
Erection  of  such  Stadt-House  and  Offices  should  become  necessary, 
that  the  "Founding  a  Fcederal  Town"  for  these  Purposes  is  by  no 
Means  essential  to  the  ["]common  Defence  or  general  Wellfare"  and 
that  the  Money  for  such  a  Measure  cannot  therefore  be  constitution- 
ally defrayed  out  of  a  common  Treasury. 

From  all  which  Considerations  it  appears  essential  to  a  satisfactory 
Conclusion  that  the  Parties  be  allowed  a  reasonable  Time  to  consult  & 
advise  with  their  Constituents,  especially  as  an  Opportunity  for  similar 
Advice  and  Consultation  may  be  said  to  have  been  tacitly  admitted  by 
Congress  in  the  Case  of  the  two  federal  Towns. 

Therefore  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Maryland  move  that 
Congress  suspend  the  Appointment  of  Commissioners  to  carry  the 
Ordinance  for  founding  the  said  Town  into  Effect  till  the  first  of 
May  next. 

RC  and  enclosure  (MdHi:  Red  Books).  Wnin  n  In  Hindman  and  signed  l>v  Hindman 
and  McHenry. 

i  Decembei  2:'..  1784.  See/CC,  27:699-705. 

-  James  McHenry's  motion,  which  was  seconded  l>\  \V«  Hampshire's  Mnel  Foster, 
was  immediately  <  hallenged  as  oul  of  order  but  was  upheld  by  a  vote  of  7  to  3.  Never- 
theless, ( Congress  adjourned  before  it  (  ould  be  taken  up,  and  the  Virginia  delegates  suc- 
ceeded in  further  postponing  the  election  on  February  9.  The  following  day  the  Mai  \  - 
land  delegates  offered  a  more  formal  motion  to  suspend  consideration  of  the 
ordinance  until  \la\  I  (see  enclosure),  intending  to  registei  their  protest  "i  the  jour- 
nal. I'rospec  tive  defeat  led  them  to  withdraw  the  mot  ion.  however,  whereupon  Fostei  's 
subsequent  motion  to  postpone  was  also  defeated.  Congress  then  elected  Philip 
Schuylei  one  cii  the  commissioners  foi  determining  the  federal  site,  and  Philemon 
Dickinson  and  Robert  Mollis  were  aclclccl  on  the'  lllh.  Sec-  JCC,  28:48-51,  5:5-55.  58. 
I'o  i  noli  lie  a  i  ion  ol  the  commissioners  and  S<  huyler's  rejet  tion  oi  the  appointment,  see 
Chai  les  Thomson  to  Die  kinson,  \I<>i  ris,  and  S<  huyler,  Febi  u.n  \  I  I 

'•  Approximately  two  and  one  hall  lines  ol  spac  e  lei  I  blank  in  I  he  in. in  use  i  ipl. 
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Abiel  Foster  to  Joseph  Howell 

Sir.  New  York  1 2th.  Febry.  1 785. 

I  enclose  a  coppy  of  Genl.  Patersons  Order  on  you  as  pay-master  for 
the  N.  Department  in  favor  of  Capt.  Eben/.r.  Sullivan  for  the  sum  of 
seventy  two  pounds  L.  Money.1  In  his  Letter  to  me  enclosing  the  origi- 
nal order  he  states  that  on  the  account  of  the  depreciation  his  Com- 
pany refused  taking  the  money  which  prevented  his  presenting  the 
same  for  payment  (and)  desires  me  to  obtain  the  Money  and  forward 
it  to  him  in  new  Hampr.  as  early  as  possible. 

If  you  will  be  so  oblieging  as  to  give  me  the  necessary  information 
on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Sullivans  Letter  to  me  with  the  enclosure  it  will 
enable  me  to  return  him  an  answer,  &  confer  an  obligation  on  your 
very  humble  Servt.  A.  Foster 

RC  (NN:  Emmet  Collection). 

1  Capt.  Ebenezer  Sullivan  of  Gen.  John  Paterson's  Massachusetts  Regiment  had  long 
been  seeking  settlement  of  his  accounts  for  compensation  during  his  capdvity  following 
his  capture  at  the  Cedars  in  May  1776,  for  which  see  JCC,  10:288-89,  296-97,  304-5, 
26:60-61.  See  also  Foster  to  Howell,  April  4,  1785. 


Massachusetts  Delegates 
to  the  Massachusetts  Assembly 

Gentlemen,  New-York  12th.  Feby.  1785. 

The  meeting  of  congress  at  Trenton  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution 
of  the  26th  of  April  last  was  attended  with  many  embarrassments;  the 
town  is  small,  and  the  accomodations  not  so  extensive  as  the  various 
officers  of  congress  required  for  the  convenient  transaction  of  the 
public  business;  many  of  these  accomodations  were  contrary  to  the  ex- 
pectation of  congress  taken  up  by  the  Members  of  the  legislature  of 
New  Jersey,  then  sitting  at  that  place;  a  general  uneasiness  in  conse- 
quence was  soon  manifest  in  the  members  of  congress,  and  a  prefer- 
ence for  Philadelphia  was  daily  increasing. 

The  present  policy  of  carrying  into  effect  the  Resolve  of  congress 
for  their  alternate  residence  on  the  Potomack,  and  the  Delaware,  was 
made  a  question,  &  induced  the  Resolution  of  the  20th  of  December, 
declaring  the  inexpediency  of  erecting  federal  Buildings  at  more  than 
one  place  at  present.1 

We  were  fully  impressed  with  the  inconvenienies  of  an  appropria- 
tion of  money  for  the  erection  of  even  one  sett  of  federal  buildings; 
the  pressing  demands  for  an  annual  discharge  of  the  interest  of  our 
foreign  debt,  the  same  obligation  applying  with  equal  justice  to  the 
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Debts  due  to  our  own  citizens,  were  viewed  in  connection  with  the 
backwardness  of  some  of  the  States  in  furnishing  their  respective  quo- 
tas of  former  requisitions,  and  operated  against  an  appropriation. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  numerous  inconveniencies  of  the  frequent 
removals  of  congress,  the  dissatisfaction  that  some  of  the  States  would 
entertain,  provided  their  individual  wishes,  on  this  subject,  were  not 
gratified,  the  great  loss  of  time,  and  division  of  sentiments,  likely  to 
take  place,  in  future  discussions  of  this  question,  the  exposure  of  the 
public  records  to  injury,  or  destruction,  and  in  fine,  the  opinion  of  ir- 
resolution, and  want  of  union,  which  the  frequent  changes  of  resi- 
dence would  probably  produce  in  foreign  nations,  are  considerations 
of  importance,  &  were  allowed  their  weight — our  situation  at  Trenton 
convinced  us  that  a  small  village  was  unfit  for  the  residence  of  con- 
gress; and  it  did  not  escape  us,  that  their  sessions  being  held  in  any 
large  commercial  city,  would  never  be  found  beneficial  to  federal 
measures;  the  experience  already  acquired  on  this  subject  had  made 
the  proposition  most  clear,  that  the  council  of  the  United  States  ought 
to  be  remote  from  large  trading  cities,  and  free  from  their  influence. 

Comparing  these  sentiments  we  were  induced  to  esteem  it  a  mea- 
sure of  political  necessity,  to  conclude  in  favor  of  an  immediate  erec- 
tion of  federal  buildings,  on  the  Delaware;  and  until  such  buildings 
could  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  congress,  to  fix  on  a  situation,  less 
exceptionable  than  Trenton,  for  their  temporary  residence.  Had  we 
been  reconciled  to  Pennsylvania  on  the  subject  of  her  former  Defect 
in  support  of  the  Honor  of  the  United  States,  yet  we  found  that  state 
so  central  to  the  Union,  that,  holding  a  casting  vote,  and  it  being  her 
individual  interest  that  Philadelphia  should  be  the  residence  of  con- 
gress, she  would  have  impeded  every  measure  for  the  completion  of 
the  federal  buildings,  8c  thereby  have  kept  Congress  in  that  City.  New 
York  is  so  far  on  one  side  the  Union,  that  this  difficulty  is  not  to  be  ap- 
prehended; the  accomodations  of  this  City  are  equal  to  those  of 
Philadelphia,  the  climate  more  salutary,  and  the  erection  of  federal 
buildings  free  from  impediment;  our  exertions  therefore  were  in 
favor  of  New  York  as  the  temporary  residence  of  Congress,  who  yester- 
day made  choice  of  General  Schuyler,  of  New  York,  General  Dickerson 
of  New  Jersey,  &  Robert  Morris  Esquire  of  Pennsylvania,  Commission- 
ers to  carry  into  effect  the  ordinance  of  the  21st  day  of  December,  rel- 
ative to  the  federal  buildings. 

The  instruction  of  the  Legislature  relative  to  an  explanation  of  the 
fourth  Article  of  the  definitive  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  has  been  laid  before  congress,  and  is  now  in  the  Hands 
of  a  grand  committee:2  the  inclosed  extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  com- 
missioners for  forming  commercial  Treaties  (and  numbered  1)  will  in- 
form the  Legislature  in  what  stage  that  business  is  abroad,  in  pur- 
suance of  an  instruction  of  congress. :i 
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The  progress  made  in  instituting  a  federal  court  between  Mas- 
sachusetts &•  New  York  previous  to  the  Time  when  the  Agents  left  us, 
has  undoubtedly  been  communicated  to  the  Legislature1 — soon  after 
we  forwarded  duplicates  of  the  joint  Letter  of  the  Agents  of  the  two 
states  to  each  commissioner,  with  a  letter  signed  by  us  copy  whereof  is 
inclosed  (No.  2).5  These  Dispatches  were  covered  to  the  address  of 
Messrs.  S.  &  R.  Purviance  of  Baltimore  with  one  letter  to  those  Gentle- 
men copy  whereof  is  inclosed  (No.  3).6  Copy  of  their  answer  is  like- 
wise inclosed  (No.  4).  The  business  in  Congress  upon  the  subject  of 
our  federal  court  has  assumed  a  less  amicable  appearance  than  was 
expected — conformably  to  the  agreement  of  the  agents  of  the  two 
states  a  copy  whereof  is  inclosed  (No.  5)7  Congress  on  the  21st  day  of 
January  proceeded  to  determine  the  Place  where  the  Court  should  be 
holden,  and  Williamsburgh  in  Virginia  was  fixed  upon  by  five  States, 
there  being  nine  on  the  floor;  this  determination  is  contained  in  the 
inclosure  (No.  6).8 

The  advantage  of  this  decision  to  Massachusetts  will  be  readily  un- 
derstood, when  it  is  observed  that  it  furnished  the  Highest  probability 
that  those  of  the  commissioners,  who  are  of  our  Nomination  by  this 
measure  would  be  induced  to  accept,  as  it  fixed  the  court  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  their  homes — the  Agents  of  New  York  discovered  this  benefit, 
and  to  defeat  it,  preferred  a  memorial  to  congress,  praying  an  alter- 
ation of  their  determination  on  this  subject,  copy  of  this  memorial  is 
enclosed  No.  7.9  We  opposed  the  agency  of  Congress  upon  this 
memorial  (without  remarking  upon  the  erroneous  reasoning  8c  state- 
ments it  contains)  on  the  ground,  that  the  only  authority  Congress 
had  upon  this  Subject  in  the  present  stage  of  it,  was  derived  from  the 
Agreement  of  the  agents  of  the  two  states;  and  that  in  pursuance  of 
that  Agreement,  Congress  had  made  their  award,  which  was  conclu- 
sive to  the  parties.  Although  New  York  have  been  unable  to  induce 
Congress  to  annul  their  determination  of  the  Place  for  holding  the 
federal  Court,  yet  they  were  in  the  Train  of  accomplishing  their 
wishes,  by  an  indirect  effect  of  their  memorial.  The  president  appre- 
hended that  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  transmit  the  Official  information 
to  the  commissioners,10  of  their  respective  appointments,  and  of  the 
place  fixed  for  holding  the  Court  until  Congress  should  take  some 
resolutions  on  the  memorial  of  the  Agents  of  New  York — this  Opinion 
we  could  not  discover  the  propriety  of,  but  attempted  in  vain  to  alter. 
By  a  second  agreement  between  the  agents  of  the  two  States,  it  is  de- 
termined "that  if  either  of  the  commissioners  shall  not  within  two 
months  next  after  congress  shall  have  appointed  a  place  for  holding 
the  court  declare  his  acceptance  of  the  trust,  he  shall  be  considered  as 
not  accepting  thereof,  and  his  place  shall  be  supplied  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  he  had  expressly  declined."11  Seventeen  days  had 
elapsed  after  the  appointment  of  the  place  for  holding  the  Court,  8c 
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no  information  had  been  officially  transmitted  to  either  of  the  com- 
missioners except  Mr.  Rutledge  of  their  appointment.  In  this  situation 
we  judged  that  the  interest  of  the  state  would  justify  us  in  forwarding 
attested  copies  from  the  secretary  of  congress  to  the  commissioners  of 
our  nomination  by  a  special  express;  and  Major  Story,  whom  we  en- 
gaged for  this  purpose,  sat  out  yesterday  for  Williamsburgh,  where  Mr. 
Wythe  lives,  &  from  thence,  on  his  return,  will  call  on  each  of  the 
commissioners  of  our  nomination,  and  also  on  Mr.  Johnson  &  Mr. 
Harrison,  for  their  several  answers.  This  measure  was  attended  with  an 
expence,  for  the  discharge  whereof,  we  have  drawn  on  the  Treasurer 
Mr.  Ivers  for  Two  Hundred  and  sixty  Mexican  Dollars,  and  rely  upon 
an  order  of  the  Legislature  for  the  timely  payment  of  our  bill.  We  do 
not  at  present  see  any  mode  whereby  New  York  can  go  off  from  this 
determination;  although  after  the  acceptance  of  the  commissioners  of 
our  nomination,  if  it  is  agreeable  to  them,  to  come  farther  northward 
than  Williamsburgh  to  hear  the  cause,  we  can  discover  no  objection  to 
our  acceding  to  such  a  proposition;  but  then  it  must  be  a  measure  of 
mutual  consent,  and  not  the  result  of  an  acknowledged  power  in  con- 
gress upon  the  subject. 

We  have  been  particular  in  our  communication  to  the  legislature 
upon  this  business,  because  we  wished  them  to  have  every  informa- 
tion touching  a  subject,  which  we  do  not  esteem  unimportant. 

We  inclose  for  the  information  of  the  Legislature  the  form  of  a 
Deed  (No.  8)  which  we  propose  to  execute  for  the  cession  of  Western 
Territory.12  To  cede  a  less  extent  of  territory  than  New  York  have 
ceded,  we  judged  would  be  wholly  impolitic  at  this  period;  to  cede  a 
larger  extent  if  we  had  no  other  objections  might  appear  like  an  at- 
tempt to  influence  the  federal  court  in  our  expected  Trial;  we  there- 
fore adopted,  as  a  line  wholly  free  from  exception,  the  same  western 
boundary  which  New  York  made,  in  their  cession  to  the  United  States. 
The  confidence  of  the  Legislature  placed  in  their  delegates  upon  this 
subject,  is  a  painful  one  to  discharge;  the  business  not  requiring  an 
immediate  execution,  and  being  so  very  important,  we  thought  it  our 
duty  to  communicate  to  the  Legislature  the  extent  of  Territory  we 
proposed  to  cede,  and  afterwards  to  wait  a  proper  time  for  their  in- 
struction relative  thereto.  If  we  receive  no  additional  instruction  upon 
the  subject  during  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature,  we  shall  pre- 
sume that  the  proposed  cession  meets  their  approbation,  &  will  pro- 
ceed to  execute  the  deed.13 

We  inclose  likewise  copies  of  an  instruction  from  the  Count  Ver- 
gennes  to  Monsieur  Marbois,  the  Charge  de  Affairs  of  France,  with  it's 
inclosures;  these  Papers  were  communicated  to  us  by  Monsr.  Marbois, 
as  will  appear  by  his  Letter  addressed  to  us,  and  prefacing  the  inclo- 
sure  (No.  9):11  it  is  only  necessary  for  us  to  add  that  our  answer  to 
Monsr.  Marbois  has  been  that  we  would  transmit  to  our  Legislature 
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copies  of  all  the  papers,  and  wait  their  instruction  what  answer  touch- 
ing the  same  we  should  return  to  him. 

The  extracts  from  the  Letters  from  the  foreign  ministers  communi- 
cated by  the  President  of  Congress  to  his  excellency  the  Governor,1"' 
are  of  a  nature,  and  importance,  that  require  no  observations  from  us: 
the  Legislature  must  feel  the  force  of  the  remarks  which  they  contain. 

We  hope  the  establishment  of  the  board  of  Treasury  and  the  late 
appointment  of  commissioners  named  in  the  inclosure  No.  10  will 
have  a  happy  effect  on  our  money  affairs,16  and  remove  all  jealousies 
on  that  subject  in  every  part  of  the  union. 

We  are  constrained  to  point  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  a  no- 
tification, in  the  Boston  Gazette  printed  by  Powars  &  Willis,  which  has 
been  reprinted  in  the  Gazettes  of  other  States,  announcing  Mr. 
Richard  Soderstrom  as  consul  of  the  Swedish  nation  (duly  commis- 
sioned,) at  Boston  in  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.17 

The  sixth  of  the  articles  of  confederation  declaring  that  no  state 
without  the  consent  of  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  shall 
enter  into  any  conference,  agreement,  alliance  or  Treaty  with  any  King, 
Prince  or  State  and  the  Ninth  of  the  said  articles  vesting  the  sole 
power  of  entering  into  Treaties  and  alliances  in  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  it  hath  been  heretofore  supposed  that  the  au- 
thority in  the  first  instance  of  passing  acts  of  recognition  of  the  quality 
and  character  of  consuls  was  exclusively  vested  in  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled. 

The  Exequatur  of  the  quality  of  Mr.  Soderstrom,  published  by  the 
authority  of  his  excellency  governor  Hancock  (Mr.  Soderstrom  not 
having  been  announced  to,  or  recognized  by,  the  United  States  in 
congress  assembled,  in  any  quality,  or  character,  of  consul)  has  been 
remarked  on  here,  as  a  procedure  adverse  to  the  principles  of  confed- 
eration; and  may  induce  some  act  of  congress  upon  that  subject. 

It  therefore  becomes  our  duty  to  inform  ourselves  of  the  sentiments 
of  the  Legislature  upon  this  subject  in  good  season,  lest  our  private  opin- 
ions should  lead  us  to  concur  in  measures  that  might  be  in  opposition  to 
the  sentiments  of  the  state  we  have  the  honor  to  represent,  &  whose 
determinations  when  known  must  constantly  govern  our  conduct. 

We  shall  continue  to  make  such  communications  to  the  Legislature, 
from  time  to  time,  as  our  Duty  shall  point  out,  &r  their  interest  require. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  Gentle- 
men, your  very  humble  servants 

E  Gerry        Geo.  Partridge  |     Delegates  of 

S.  Holten      R.  King  '     Massachusetts 

RC  (M-Ar:  Revolutionary  War  Letters).  Written  by  Rufus  King  and  signed  by  King,  El- 
bridge  Gerry,  Samuel  Holten,  and  George  Partridge.  Addressed:  "The  Hon'ble  the 
president  of  the  senate,  &  the  hon'ble  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
Massachusetts." 
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i  See/CC,  27:696. 

2  In  this  November  10,  1784,  "instruction,"  which  is  in  PCC,  item  65,  2:347-48,  the 
Massachusetts  Assembly  had  asked  the  delegates  "Whether  it  will  consist  with  the  treaty 
of  Peace . . .  for  the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth  to  pass  an  Act  debaring  british 
subjects  and  [exiled  loyalists]  .  .  .  from  recovering  any  interest  which  may  be  supposed 
to  have  accrued  during  the  war,  on  debts  contracted  before  the  war,"  and  to  ascertain 
Congress'  "sense  of  the  meaning  of  the  words,  'bona  fide  debts'  as  mentioned  in  the 
fourth  article  of  the  treaty."  The  matter  was  referred  on  January  17  to  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  Charles  Pinckney,  Samuel  Hardy,  James  Monroe,  William  Samuel  Johnson, 
and  Zephaniah  Piatt,  which  was  renewed  on  August  19,  but  no  record  of  the  commit- 
tee's work  or  evidence  that  the  matter  was  taken  up  in  grand  committee  survives  in  the 
PCC.  See/CC,  28:6n,  29:649n;  and  PCC,  item  186,  fol.  176,  item  190,  fol.  60. 

3  This  was  apparendy  an  extract  from  the  commissioners  November  1 1,  1784,  letter  to 
Congress,  from  which  the  "injunction  of  secresy"  was  lifted  January  27  "so  that  the  dele- 
gates may  send  extracts  to  the  legislatures  of  their  respective  States."  See/CC,  28:23n; 
and  PCC,  item  188,  fol.  3. 

4  See  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  the  Massachusetts  Governor  and  Council,  February  7. 

5  See  Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents  to  James  Monroe,  December  28,  1784. 

6  See  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  John  Rutledge,  et  al.,  January  14,  note  3. 
'See/CC,  27:709-10. 

«/CC,  28:13. 

9  See  New  York  Agents'  Memorial,  January  26. 

10  It  seems  apparent  that  this  was  President  Richard  Henry  Lee's  personal  decision, 
for  Secretary  Thomson  on  February  4  had  already  sent  him  "to  be  forwarded  9  Copies 
of  the  Appointt.  of  Commissioners  or  Judges  for  determing  the  Controversy  between 
the  States  of  Massachusetts  &  New  York  as  enterd  on  Journal  24  Decemb  1784."  See 
Charles  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book,  February  4-28,  note  3. 

11  This  precise  agreement  has  not  been  found,  but  for  its  predecessor  which  the  New 
York  agents  had  initially  balked  at  signing,  see  Rufus  King's  Proposed  Letter  to  Con- 
gress, January  22,  1785. 

12  A  copy  of  this  deed  of  cession,  which  was  submitted  to  Congress  by  the  Mas- 
sachusetts delegates  and  referred  to  committee  on  April  4,  is  in  PCC,  item  30,  fols. 
609-10. /CC,  28:231n. 

13  The  Massachusetts  Assembly's  March  17  act  authorizing  the  delegates  to  proceed 
with  this  cession,  is  in  PCC,  item  74,  fols.  217-20.  For  the  committee  report  on  Mas- 
sachusetts' cession  and  its  adoption  on  April  18,  see/CC,  28:262,  271-73. 

14  Not  identified. 

15  See  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  the  States,  January  21. 
itJCC,  28:18. 

17  For  the  stir  caused  by  Massachusetts'  announcement  that  Soderstrom  had  been  re- 
ceived as  Swedish  consul  at  Boston,  an  action  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  deemed  an 
exclusive  Continental  prerogative,  see  Charles  Thomson  to  John  Jay,  March  2,  note  1. 


Virginia  Delegates  to  Patrick  Henry 

Sir  New  York  Feby.  1 3l h .  1 785. 

Having  received  no  late  dispatches  from  Your  Excellency,  we  are  of 
course  ignorant  what  part  of  ours,  have  reached  you,  or  the  Council. 
We  will  however  begin  with  the  resolutions  which  respect  the  erection 
of  federal  buildings  at  the  falls  of  the  Delaware,  and  the  intermediate 
residence  of  Congress  here.1 
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When  the  question  was  first  brought  forward  for  erecting,  a  federal 
town  it  was  the  wish  of  our  delegation  to  decline  a  decision  on  it  for 
the  time,  and  pursue  the  business  of  the  union,  either  where  we  were; 
at  Philadelphia;  or  in  New- York;  to  either  of  which  places  we  were  will- 
ing to  adjourn.  But  in  pursuit  of  this  course,  we  had  not  the  assistance 
of  a  single  State,  the  delegation  of  Maryland  being  absent. 

The  two  ends  of  the  Continent  had  heretofore,  upon  this  subject, 
been  drawing  in  different  directions,  the  eastern  and  middle  States  in 
favor  of  the  Delaware,  and  the  southern  in  favor  of  the  Potowmack. 
The  division  upon  this  question,  since  they  left  Philadelphia,  had  in- 
duced the  unsettled  and  vagrant  system  which  has  taken  place;  a  sys- 
tem so  destructive  of  confidence  among  the  citizens  of  the  Union, 
and  dishonorable  to  the  federal  councils  throughout  the  world.  The 
contest  had  now  come  to  a  point;  whether  this  should  continue  to  be 
the  case,  and  the  Congress  move  alternately  to  Annapolis,  and  Tren- 
ton annually,  and  carry  on  the  federal  buildings  at  both  places  at  the 
same  time,  or  no  buildings  at  all,  under  the  resolution  of  Princeton; 
or  come  to  other  resolutions,  changing  those  arrangements,  were  the 
questions  before  us;  questions  too  which  were  forced  upon  us,  from 
every  quarter  of  the  Union.  The  only  prospect  for  obtaining  a  deci- 
sion in  favor  of  Georgeton  had  depended  on  the  support  of  the 
Southern  States,  and  we  soon  had  the  mortification  to  find,  that  they 
had  given  it  up.  By  them  it  was  urged  that  the  object  of  the  southern 
Gentlemen  was,  when  they  left  their  States,  to  move  to  a  northern  cli- 
mate; that  they  generally  visited  N.  York,  N.  Port  and  Boston;  that  by 
water,  their  passage  was  as  easy  to  either  place,  as  to  the  Chessapeake: 
that  they  had  no  object  to  serve  by  a  situation  on  the  Chessapeak,  and 
that  they  perceived  no  great  federal  end,  which  could  be  attained  by 
it  for  the  present,  at  least  none  to  occasion  a  longer  delay,  or  that 
would  counterbalance  the  injury  arising  from  the  present  state.  This 
was  the  language  of  Georgia,  South-Carolina  and  one  of  the  members 
from  North-Carolina  (there  being  but  two  on  the  floor),  and  of  all  the 
States  eastward  of  Maryland.  There  were  then  nine  States  in  Congress, 
eight  of  which  held  this  opinion,  and  New-Hampshire  and  Connecti- 
cut were  daily  expected.  In  this  situation  it  was  proposed  "as  inexpedi- 
ent to  erect  for  the  present  more  than  one  federal  town"  and  to  this 
we  agreed.  It  was  then  proposed  "to  appropriate  100,000  dollars  to 
this  purpose,"  and  for  this  eight  States  were  decidedly  in  the  affirma- 
tive. The  situation  then  became  more  interesting  to  Virginia.  The  only 
question  before  us  was,  shall  we  frustrate  what  the  sense  and  voice  of 
the  union  require,  frustrate  it  too  only  for  a  few  days,  for  upon  the  ar- 
rival of  Connecticut  or  New-Hampshire,  it  will  be  carried  without  us, 
or  accede  to  a  measure  which  they  all  think  so  necessary  for  the  gen- 
eral interest?  And  we  conceived  that  the  great  principles  upon  which 
we  entered  into  the  confederacy,  a  respect  for  the  harmony  and  inter- 
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ests  of  the  union,  and  a  regard  for  the  character  and  honor  of  our 
own  State,  should  determine  us  to  pursue  the  latter  course. 

The  next  question  was  "where  shall  the  town  be  erected."  We  had, 
you  perceive,  before  this  lost  all  hopes  of  Georgeton,  but  we  thought 
it  our  duty  to  put  the  question  on  it,  for  which  we  had  only  the  State 
of  Virginia.  It  was  then  carried  in  favor  of  the  falls  of  the  Delaware. 
Many  arguments  occur  to  us,  in  favor  of  a  fcederal-town.  If  we  reason 
from  experience,  we  are  inclined  to  think  many  disadvantages  must 
arise,  from  the  residence  of  Congress  in  a  great  commercial  city,  a  city 
more  especially,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  particular  State.  We  sus- 
pect that  inconvenience  hath,  in  some  instances,  been  already  felt 
from  this  source.  Parties  appear  to  have  been  formed  at  particular 
ceras,  for  and  against  particular  characters,  who  were  unworthy  of  par- 
ties, in  a  much  less  dignified  assembly.  In  all  great  bodies  there  are 
usually  some  men,  who  are  easily  won  on  by  little  considerations,  and 
the  nature  of  the  fcederal  government  is  so  constructed,  that  it  is 
much  more  difficult  to  carry  than  obstruct  a  measure.  Those  then 
who  are  under  an  improper  influence,  from  whatever  source  it  may 
arise,  are  always  the  most  obstinate:  they  will  hold  to  their  point,  while 
those  who  seek  only  the  public  good  will  make  concessions  to  carry  a 
measure,  which  they  think  of  importance  to  the  general  interest.  With 
pain  we  conceive  we  have  seen  these  remnants  of  parties,  contending 
with  more  warmth  than  the  public  interest  required  in  favor  of  mea- 
sures, which  derived  their  consequence,  merely  from  the  circum- 
stance of  their  having  been  an  object,  with  one  of  the  sides.  And  we 
have  been  also  happy  to  find,  that  Congress  had  so  far  extricated 
themselves  from  their  influence,  by  moving  out  of  their  reach,  as  to 
weigh  the  measures  merely  in  the  scales  of  reason,  while  they  looked 
with  equal  indifference  upon  those,  who  espoused  or  opposed  them 
from  other  considerations. 

In  a  great  commercial  town,  it  is  almost  impossible,  to  keep  any 
thing  a  secret.  The  Ministers  of  other  powers  have  their  eyes  upon  us, 
and  we  have  reason  to  suspect  that  our  transactions  of  the  most  im- 
portant, and  secret  nature,  do  not  long  remain  secret  to  them.  If  this 
is  effected  by  the  too  frequent  intercourse  which  takes  place  under 
the  present  state,  or  the  indiscretion  or  villany,  of  those  intrusted  with 
them,  it  will  be  more  easily  discovered  and  prevented  in  a  fcederal- 
town.  Indeed  every  consideration  of  interest,  propriety  and  dignity 
urge  with  us  in  favor  of  the  measure.  Upon  what  terms  it  is  to  be 
erected,  is  also  an  interesting  consideration. 

The  delegates  ofjersey  inform'd  Congress  that  their  Stale  would  ad- 
vance a  considerable  sum,  and  those  of  Pensylvania  did  the  same,  pro- 
vided it  should  be  on  their  side.  Although  it  might  be  improper  to  ac- 
cept it  as  a  gift,  still  we  conceive  the  same  objections  do  not  exist,  as  a 
loan.  We  borrow  from  foreigners,  and  with  more  propriety  may  we  do 
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it  from  each  other.  With  respect  to  the  temporary  residence,  we  were 
indifferent,  between  this  place  and  Philadelphia.  We  knew  not  how 
our  residence  at  either  place,  could  essentially  affect  our  State,  farther 
than  it  respected  the  memhers  in  Congress;  and  upon  general  princi- 
ples we  thought  this  entitled  to  the  preference.  The  province  of 
Canada  is  at  present  in  possession  of  the  furr-trade.  Our  first  exertion 
should  be  to  draw  it  within  the  States,  and  before  any  competition  can 
arise  between  the  communication  down  the  Mohawk,  thro'  this  port, 
and  the  Potowmac,  we  shall  have  removed  hence  to  the  falls  of  the 
Delaware. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Mr.  McHenry  from  Maryld.  he  moved  for  a  re- 
peal of  the  ordinance  of  Trenton  but  was  not  seconded.  So  soon  as  his 
Colleague  joined  him,  he  moved  for  a  suspension  of  the  measures 
necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect;2  for  this  purpose  he  introduced  a  res- 
olution with  a  long  preamble,  containing  a  very  illiberal  censure  upon 
the  proceedings  of  Congress  in  that  instance,  as  well  as  upon  the  mea- 
sure of  a  fcederal-town.  All  Congress  seemed  desirous  to  keep  it  from 
the  journals,  and  at  length  succeeded  as  to  the  preamble,  the  resolu- 
tion was  negatived. 

Having  failed  doing  any  thing  effectual  at  Trenton,  we  conceived 
this  measure  had  taken  its  direction.  Our  friends  of  Maryland  should 
then  have  been  upon  the  floor  to  have  aided  us,  and  why  now  fill  the 
journals  with  vain  and  fruitless  opposition,  but  to  disseminate  an  opinion 
of  divisions  in  our  councils,  and  throw  contempt  on  our  government. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem,  Your 
Excellency's  most  obdt.  and  most  hble  sts.,  S.  Hardy 

Jas.  Monroe 

Tr  (Vi:  Continental  Congress  Papers). 

1  See  JCC,  27:699-705. 

2  See  Maryland  Delegates  to  William  Paca,  February  11,  note  2. 


Elbridge  Gerry  to  John  Adams 

My  dear  sir,  New  York  1 4th  Feby  1 785 

This  will  be  delivered  by  Mr  Jarvis  lately  of  Boston,  but  formerly  of 

this  City,  Son  in  Law  to  Mr  Broom,  whom  You  probably  know. 

I  have  but  two  of  your  Letters  unanswered;  one  of  the  27th  of  June 

last,  the  Objects  of  which  have  I  think  been  fully  complied  with,  &  the 

other  of  Novr  4,  in  which  I  find  no  Mention  of  a  Letter  I  wrote  You 

from  Philadelphia  in  July  last. 

Congress  met  in  November  at  Trenton,  but  the  Legislature  of  New 

Jersey  being  there  at  the  same  Time,  &  the  Members  of  Congress 
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badly  accomodated,  the  Struggle  was  renewed  respecting  an  adjourn- 
ment to  Philadelphia,  &  finally  terminated  in  an  Ordnance  to  appoint 
Commissioners,  Vizt  General  Schuyler,  Mr  R  Morris  &  General  Dickin- 
son, to  purchase  a  District  of  two  Miles  square  on  the  Banks  of  the 
Delaware  not  more  than  eight  Miles  above  or  below  Trenton,  for  a 
fcederal  Town,  8c  to  erect  buildings  for  the  use  of  Congress  8c  their  Ex- 
ecutive officers:  &  New  York  is  to  be  the  temporary  place,  or  rather 
the  place  of  temporary  Residence  for  Congress,  till  the  Buildings  are 
erected — each  state,  it  is  supposed  will  provide  Buildings  for  its  Delegates. 

The  Controversy  between  Massachusetts  &  New  York  respecting 
their  western  Claims,  is  to  be  determined  by  a  fcederal  Court,  which  is 
to  hold  it's  Session  at  Williamsburg,  8c  by  Agreement  of  the  Agents  to 
consist  of  Judge  Smith  8c  Mr  Patterson  Attorney  General  of  N  Jersey, 
Mr  Reed  of  Delaware,  the  late  Governor  Johnson,  And  Mr  Harrison 
chief  Justice  of  Maryland,  Mr  Wythe,  Colonel  Grayson  &  Colo  Monroe 
of  Virginia  8c  Mr  John  Rutledge  of  So  Carolina.  June  is  the  appointed 
Time  for  holding  the  Court. 

Mr  Jay  has  taken  the  Oaths  of  Secretary  of  foreign  Affairs,  8c  Mr  Os- 
good of  Massachusetts,  Mr  Walter  Livingston  of  this  City  8c  Mr  Gervais 
of  Charlestown  So  Carolina  are  elected  Commissioners  of  the  Trea- 
sury, &  General  Knox  or  Colo  Pickering  will  probably  be  at  the  Head 
of  the  War  Department. 

With  Respect  to  foreign  Affairs:  a  Report  is  before  Congress,  for  ac- 
cepting agreeable  to  his  repeated  Request,  Doctor  Franklins  Resigna- 
tion.1 Mr  Jefferson  will  I  think  be  his  Successor.  You  8c  Governor  Rut- 
ledge  are  in  Nomination  for  the  Court  of  London,  8c  I  presume  the 
prospect  is  not  in  Favour  of  the  Election  of  the  Latter.-  Who  will  be 
sent  to  Madrid  I  know  not,  possibly  Mr  Rutledge.  The  last  Loan  of 
Holland  is  ratified  8c  I  presume  You  will  receive  by  this  Conveyance  of- 
ficial Information  thereof — how  far  it  [is]  possible  to  seperate  foreign 
from  domestic  Debts  so  as  to  give  a  preference  to  the  paymt.  of  the  In- 
terest of  the  former,  I  know  not,  but  an  Attempt  of  the  Kind  would 
produce  a  great  Clamor.  The  States  to  the  Southard  of  Delaware 
would  gladly  adopt  the  Measure  &  perhaps  would  then  avoid  Contri- 
butions to  pay  the  domestic  Interest,  because  they  have  very  little  in 
the  fcederal  Funds;  but  the  Citizens  of  the  other  States  would  probably 
be  so  dissatisfied  as  to  withhold  Taxes  or  apply  them  to  the  payment 
of  the  Interest  Due  to  themselves.  We  are  greatly  embarrassed  with  the 
Conduct  of  Spain  8c  Great  Britain  but  our  Ministers  to  those  Courts, 
with  the  Instructions  of  Congress  on  the  interesting  Subjects  of  their 
respective  Measures  will  I  hope  disperse  the  Clouds  which  at  present 
surround  us.  I  am  not  of  your  opinion  respecting  either  the  policy  or 
Necessity  of  having  Ministers  perpetually  at  any  of  the  Courts  of  Eu- 
rope. I  cannot  be  of  that  Opinion  because,  the  Reason  of  it  is  not 
within  my  perception.  I  never  Wish  to  see  Congress  surrounded  by 
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foreign  Ministers.  I  never  shall  I  hope  see  the  vicious  policy  of  foreign 
Courts  introduced  to  ours,  nor  the  latter,  distracted  in  their  Councils 
&  Duped  by  the  artful  Representatives  of  foreign  powers,  instead  of 
being  the  wise  8c  united  Representatives  of  united  States.  The  Subject 
is  copious,  I  wish  not,  in  a  Letter  to  my  Friend,  to  discuss  a  Matter  that 
I  find  is  disagreable  to  him,  8c  therefore  shall  let  it  rest  for  the  present. 

The  question  respecting  Salaries  was  agitated  in  Congress  upon  a 
Remonstrance  from  Massachusetts,  respecting  their  Excess,  &  they 
were  reduced  on  the  principle  that  Articles  of  Subsistence,  since  the 
peace  were  also  reduced.  How  far  the  proportion  is  just  I  cannot  de- 
termine, but  think  it  would  not  be  easy  to  enhance  them  at  present. 

Pray  give  my  Regards  to  Mr  Jefferson  8c  inform  him  that  I  wrote  him 
a  Letter  from  Boston  in  July  last  by  the  Way  of  London. 

Governor  Hancock  has  resigned,  Thanks  be  to . 

Our  Friend  Mr  Reed  late  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  is  dangerously  ill. 

My  Respects  to  the  Ladies  &  be  assured  I  am  on  every  occasion  your 
Friend,  Sincerely,  E  Gerry 

RC  (MHi:  Adams  Papers).  Endorsed  by  Adams:  "Ansd  25  Ap.  1785." 

1  See  John  Jay  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  December  13,  1784,  note. 

'-'  These  nominations  had  been  made  on  January  31;  Adams  was  elected  to  the  post 
February  24.  JCC,  28:25n.2,  98. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Patrick  Henry 

Dear  Sir.  New  York,  February  14,  1785 

Your  favour  of  December  9th,1  has  just  now  been  put  into  my 
hands,  together  with  the  printed  papers  that  you  were  pleased  to  send 
me,  but  I  have  not  yet  had  the  pleasure  of  finding  Colonel  Grayson 
here.2  I  do  sincerely  wish  to  see  my  country  flourish  and  be  happy,  so 
that  if  by  any  means  in  my  power,  I  can  contribute  to  this  most  desir- 
able end,  I  shall  certainly  exert  myself.  No  time  or  circumstance,  can 
ever  force  from  my  mind,  the  sincere  affection  that  I  entertain  for  the 
original  friends,  to  the  just  rights  of  America,  whose  wise  and  firm  per- 
severance, has  secured  to  the  United  States  at  least  the  blessings,  with- 
out which,  there  is  little  difference  between  men  and  brutes.  The  ill 
state  of  health  that  I  contracted  at  Richmond  in  May  1783,  still  afflicts 
me,  which,  added  to  the  business  and  the  ceremony  of  my  present  of- 
fice afflicts  me  much,  and  must,  necessarily  prevent  me  from  such  fre- 
quent communications,  as  otherwise  I  should  undoubtedly  make. 
With  respect  to  official  intelligence  from  Europe,  we  have  none  of 
great  consequence;  Mr.  Adams  thinks,  that  the  negotiations  of  this 
winter  will  probably  accommodate  the  difference  between  the  em- 
peror, and  the  United  Netherlands,  and  our  charge  des  affairs  at 
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Madrid,  informs  us  that  the  court  of  Spain  has  appointed  Mr.  Gar- 
doque,  to  come  here  as  their  minister  and  we  expect  him  daily.3  His 
purpose  is  to  treat  of  commerce,  and  territorial  limits.  Our  ministers 
at  Paris  are  generally  proposing  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce,  with 
all  the  European  commercial  powers,  and  they  receive  answers  very 
civil,  but  as  yet  no  treaties  formed,  except  such  as  you  have  seen  noti- 
fied from  Congress.  As  you  have  been  pleased  to  desire  my  reflections 
upon  the  state  of  affairs,  I  will  give  them  freely,  as  they  appear  to  me. 
The  courts  with  which  we  are  most  immediately  concerned,  are  Spain, 
England,  France,  and  Holland;  the  two  first,  because  we  border  on 
them,  and  because  we  have  with  each  most  pressing  difficulty;  the  two 
last,  because  we  are  indebted  to  them  both  on  the  score  of  money 
lent,  and  friendship  in  other  ways  conferred.  Spain  is  proud,  and  ex- 
tremely jealous  of  our  approximation  to  her  South  American  terri- 
tory, and  fearing  the  example  of  our  ascendency  upon  that  country,  is 
grasping  forever  at  more  territory,  by  way  of  security;  and  hoping  to 
derive  benefit  to  her  system,  from  our  want  of  system,  our  discord  and 
inattention.  Hence  we  may  expect  from  Mr.  Gardoque,  an  apparent 
firm  demand  of  the  exclusive  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  with  some 
tempting  commercial  offers,  to  procure  our  assent  to  the  loss  of  this 
very  valuable  navigation.  But  probably,  the  apprehension  of  a  quarrel 
with  us,  and  the  effect  of  it  upon  their  South  American  possessions, 
may  secure  to  us,  if  we  are  wise  and  firm,  the  free  navigation,  to  be  fi- 
nally agreed  to  by  Spain;  with  Great  Britain,  our  difficulties  will  be 
greater;  equally  proud  with  Spain,  and  much  more  powerful,  with 
fewer  reasons  to  fear  a  rupture  with  us,  and  more  to  hope  from  a  suc- 
cessful one;  she  remains  sullen  after  defeat,  and  seeming  to  wish  for 
just  provocation  to  renew  the  combat.  The  passions  of  states,  and  of 
individuals,  are  not  very  different;  for  what  are  the  former,  but  a  com- 
pound of  individuals,  and  of  course  carrying  into  the  composition, 
those  leading  principles  that  characterize  the  parts.  In  private  life,  a 
wise  and  fortunate  victor,  over  great  strength,  would,  in  all  his  conduct 
with  the  vanquished,  show  a  respectful  civility,  avoiding  every  display 
of  supposed  superiority,  and  carefully  shunning  every  appearance  of 
giving  cause  for  fresh  offence.  It  seems  to  me,  that  if  the  conduct  of 
America,  had  been  founded  on  such  principles  our  magnanimity 
must  have  been  confessed,  and  that  the  seeds  of  future  discord,  would 
not  have  been  so  effectually  sown  as  I  fear  they  are.  Both  countries 
have  been  to  blame,  and  transgressions  against  the  terms  of  peace 
were  on  each  side  coeval,  so  that  whilst  we  charged  them  with  remov- 
ing the  slaves  from  New  York,  they  pointed  to  the  violence  with  which 
their  friends  were  everywhere  treated,  with  the  detention  of  their 
debts,  and  with  actions  here  brought  against  those  who  possessed 
houses  in  this  city,  whilst  it  was  in  their  power  by  the  fortune  of  war. 
This  again  is  followed  by  their  detention  of  the  western  posts,  by  their 
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encroachments  on  our  north-eastern  boundary  about  St  Croix,  and  by 
their  unfriendly  interruption  of  our  commerce,  and  lately  by  arresting 
in  London  a  merchant  of  Philadelphia  for  debt,  because  his  privateer 
had  taken,  during  the  war,  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  complainant.  This 
is  an  unpleasant  state  of  things,  and  if  temper  and  wisdom  are  not  em- 
ployed on  both  sides,  it  is  not  difficult  to  foresee  a  renewed  rupture 
ere  long.  The  principles  of  republics  being  virtuous,  and  their  con- 
duct therefore  squaring  with  justice,  they  rather  negotiate  differences 
than  fight  them.  Monarchies  depend  too  much  upon  the  ultima  ratio 
regum.  When  we  have  acted  fully  up  to  our  principle,  we  shall  be  upon 
strong  ground  to  combat  theirs.  But  the  cause  of  virtue,  without 
proper  means  to  support  it,  must  often  fail.  These  considerations  lead 
me  to  wish  most  sincerely  that  my  country  may  quickly  cease  to  give 
the  smallest  cause  for  just  offence,  and  that  our  rulers  would  engrave 
upon  their  minds,  the  wisdom  of  the  inscription  upon  the  arsenal  of 
Berne  in  Switzerland — That  people  happy  are,  who,  during  peace, 
prepare  the  necessary  stores  for  war. 

It  is  in  vain  for  us  to  expect  this  from  the  United  States — to  be  se- 
cure, each  state  must  provide  amply  for  itself;  and  whenever  Great 
Britain  shall  find  us  just,  temperate,  and  prepared,  she  will  be  ex- 
tremely cautious  of  hostile  aggressions,  or  of  unjust  treatment  of  us.  If 
this  reasoning  is  right,  how  will  your  excellency's  administration  be 
marked  for  wisdom,  if  effectual  attention  be  paid  to  the  collection 
and  preservation  of  military  stores;  I  have  here  been  informed,  by  an 
officer  of  rank  in  the  continental  artillery,  at  the  surrender  of  York, 
that  several  pieces  of  our  artillery  were  retaken  from  the  enemy,  and 
that  they  are  now  at  Philadelphia;  it  deserves  to  be  considered, 
whether  these  are  not  subject  to  be  returned  to  us,  upon  demand  of 
the  state:  there  were  also  several  pieces  of  our  artillery,  thrown  into 
Pamunkey  river,  near  New  Castle,  in  1781,  and  some  other  pieces 
fixed  in  the  ground,  and  in  vain  attempted  to  be  destroyed  by  the 
enemy.  Baron  Steuben  lately  sent  us  the  enclosed  letter,  which  I  have 
now  the  honour  to  transmit;  his  published  plan,  is  only  an  outline,  but 
the  details  by  which  that  plan  is  to  be  executed,  he  professes  himself 
willing  to  communicate,  when  the  state  of  Virginia  shall  call  upon 
him,  for  them.  The  sum  of  this,  (I  fear,  too  long  digression,  upon  our 
relative  situation  with  Great  Britain),  is,  that  being  secure  of  having 
done  right,  we  should  be  fully  prepared  to  meet  aggressions  from  that 
quarter;  a  sentiment  founded  upon  an  attentive  consideration  of  the 
correspondence,  between  the  British  generals,  during  the  late  war,  by 
which  it  is  not  difficult  to  discover,  that  experience  had  instructed 
them  in  this  truth,  that  a  war  against  the  United  States,  had  better  be 
pushed  in  full  force  at  first  against  Virginia.  I  have  before  observed  to 
your  excellency,  that  Mr.  Adams  thought  we  might  expect  a  compro- 
mise between  Holland  and  the  emperor,  from  the  negotiations  of  this 
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winter;  it  is  certain,  that  every  influence  of  France,  will  be  used  to  ef- 
fect the  compromise,  for  reasons  very  obvious:  but,  whilst  the  em- 
peror demands  a  preliminary,  that  the  Scheldt  shall  be  opened,  and 
Holland  as  peremtorily  says,  that  it  must  not,  it  remains  possible,  but 
not  probable,  that  an  accommodation  may  take  place:  if  it  does  not, 
the  powers  on  the  continent  will  be  engaged  in  a  most  expensive  war, 
whilst,  as  it  seems,  Great  Britain  will  remian  neuter,  and  by  peace, 
preparing  herself  for  war,  render  her  hostile  views,  more  dangerous  to 
us.  The  apprehension  of  this  difficulty,  on  the  part  of  our  friends,  has 
probably  produced  the  strong  intimations  that  we  must  be  exact  in 
the  payment  of  our  interest  upon  the  foreign  loans;  and  the  same  rea- 
son does  indeed  call  upon  the  United  States,  in  the  strongest  sense,  to 
be  punctual  in  their  payments,  that  those  who  have  assisted  us,  in  the 
day  of  our  distres,  may  not  suffer  for  their  generosity. 

The  attention  of  Congress,  has  been  applied  to  our  western  con- 
cerns, as  your  excellency  will  see  by  the  treaties  made  with  the  Six  Na- 
tions, and  the  western  Indians;4  in  the  latter,  the  Shawanese  are  not 
included,  but  their  being  prevented  by  some  active  British  emissary, 
from  coming  to  the  latter  treaty,  will  probably  not  be  attended  with  ill 
consequences,  as  they  are  very  much  under  the  control  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, and  of  the  Wyandots,  their  powerful  neighbours.  The  spring 
will  open  further  treaties  with  the  more  southern  tribes,  north-west  of 
the  Ohio,  and  also,  on  the  south-eastern  side  upon  ours,  and  the  fron- 
tiers of  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia.5 

Judging  from  myself,  I  suppose  your  excellency  will  be  tired  with 
the  length  of  this  letter,  and  if  you  will  pardon  it,  I  promise  you,  that  I 
will  not  again  transgress  in  the  same  manner.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  sentiments  of  esteem,  respect,  and  regard,  sir,  your  excellency's 
most  ob't  serv't,  Richard  Henry  Lee 

MS  not  found;  reprinted  from  Memoir  of  the  Life  of  Richard  Henry  Lee,  2:56-60. 

1  Governor  Henry's  letter  of  January  9,  rather  than  December  9,  is  in  Henry,  Patrick 
Henry,  3:265-67. 

2  Henry  explained  that  delegate  William  Grayson,  who  intended  to  leave  Richmond 
on  January  10,  had  agreed  to  deliver  the  governor's  letter.  Grayson,  however,  did  not 
present  his  credentials  to  Congress  until  March  1 1.  fCC,  28:135. 

:t  William  Carmichael  had  notified  Congress  of  the  appointment  of  Don  Diego  de 
Gardoqui  as  minister  to  the  United  States  in  a  letter  of  October  12,  1784,  which  had 
been  read  on  February  10.  Its  enclosures — copies  of  Spanish  foreign  minister  Florid- 
ablanca's  October  2  letter  to  Bernardo  de  Galvez  and  his  October  7  letter  to 
Carmichael — were  referred  to  John  Jay  lor  translation.  The  translations  were  read  this 
day  and  all  three  documents  referred  back  to  Jay  who  reported  on  the  15th  a  draft  of  a 
letter  to  Carmichael  instructing  him  to  notify  the  Spanish  court  that  Gardoqui  would 
be  received  "with  all  the  Distinction  and  Respect  which  the  Dignity  of  his  Sovereign  and 
the  Nature  of  his  Commission  may  demand;  and  that  the  great  Business  he  is  sent  to  ne- 
gociate  with  the  United  States,  shall  be  conducted  on  their  part  with  the  greatest  Can- 
dor and  Frankness."  Congress  approved  the  letter  immediately  and  diret  ted  Jay  "to  take 
order."  SeeJCC,  28:55n,  64n,  67n;  1'CC,  item  81,  1:13-16,  item  H8,  fols.  388-93,  item  97, 
fols.  17-21;  and  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  17S3-89,  3:287-90,  292. 
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4  For  the  treat)  negotiated  with  the  Six  Nations  at  Fort  Stanwix  in  October  1784,  see 
Richard  Henry  Lee  to  James  Madison,  November  20,  note  1.  Two  of  the  commissioners 
who  negotiated  that  treaty — Richard  Butler  and  Arthur  Lee — were  joined  by  George 
Rogers  Clark  in  meeting  with  western  tribes  at  Fort  Mcintosh  on  the  Ohio  River  in  De- 
cember and  January.  By  January  21  they  had  reached  an  agreement  with  the  Wyandots, 
Delaware,  Chippewas,  and  Ottawas  which  they  enclosed  in  a  January  28  letter  from  Fort 
Pitt  announcing  that  all  Indian  claims  to  land  "as  far  west  as  the  great  Miami  on  the 
Ohio,  and  the  Miami  or  Omi  which  empties  into  the  lake  Erie"  had  been  extinguished. 
They  recommended,  however,  that  they  continue  negotiations  with  the  tribes  even  far- 
ther to  the  west  at  Fort  Vincennes  in  the  spring.  Congress  referred  the  letter  and  treaty 
this  day  to  a  committee  consisting  of  William  Samuel  Johnson,  James  McHenry,  David 
Howell,  James  Monroe,  and  Hugh  Williamson  which  reported  March  7  that  such  a 
treaty  should  be  held  and  recommended  certain  conditions  and  a  meeting  date  of  June 
20.  The  report  was  issued  as  a  broadside  for  the  delegates'  consideration,  amended  on 
March  17,  and  adopted  the  18th  after  Rhode  Island  successfully  blocked  a  move  to  refer 
the  report  to  the  committee  considering  the  ordinance  for  "ascertaining  the  Mode  of 
locating  lands."  See  JCC,  28:66n,  125-26,  169,  172-73,  178-81,  29:917;  and  PCC,  item 
30,  fols.  271-76.  See  also  Charles  Thomson  to  John  Dickinson,  March  26,  note.  Both 
the  Treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix  and  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Mcintosh  were  entered  on  the  jour- 
nals June  3./CC,  28:423-26. 

5  For  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  negotiate  with  the  southern  Indians,  see 
South  Carolina  Delegates  to  Benjamin  Guerard,  January  25,  note  8. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  George  Washington 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  Feby.  1 4th  1 785 

In  reply  to  your  favor  of  December  the  14th  I  had  the  honor  to 
write  to  you  from  Trenton,1  and  I  mentioned  an  enclosed  letter  from 
you  for  the  Marquis  Fayette,  which  coming  to  hand  after  the  Marquis 
had  sailed,  I  wished  to  know  your  pleasure,  whether  I  should  forward 
it  to  France  or  return  it  to  you.  I  have  not  been  honored  with  your 
commands  upon  that  point.  Soon  after  my  arrival  in  this  city,  I  sent 
you  one  of  the  few  pamphlets  addressed  to  the  President  of  Congress 
by  Doctor  Price — it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  know  that  you  have  re- 
ceived it.2  The  commissioners  for  treating  with  the  western  Indians 
did  yesterday  present  to  Congress  the  Treaty  that  they  have  made  with 
the  Wyandots,  Delawares  &c.  A  copy  of  the  Treaty  I  have  now  the 
honor  to  enclose  you.3  The  Shawanese,  you  observe,  are  not  there — it 
seems  that  persons,  disaffected  to  us,  prevented  them  from  meeting 
the  Commissioners.  The  Wyandots  being  stated  as  their  superiors  may 
perhaps  prevent  any  mischief  from  the  Shawanese  not  being  included 
in  this  Treaty.  Another  Treaty  will  be  held  with  the  more  Southern  In- 
dians in  the  spring  or  first  of  the  summer.4  The  policy  seems  to  be  a 
good  one,  of  enclosing  as  it  were,  the  Indian  nations  within  our  ac- 
knowledged territory.  It  will  probably  tend  to  civilize  them  sooner, 
and  by  preventing  intrigues  with  them,  render  them  more  certainly 
our  friends. 
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The  Court  of  Spain  has  appointed  Mr.  Gardoqui  their  Charge  des 
affairs  to  the  United  States,  and  we  have  reason  soon  to  expect  his  ar- 
rival.5 We  are  to  apprehend  a  very  firm  ostensible  demand  from  him,  of 
the  exclusive  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  His  secret  orders  touching 
an  ulterior  agreement  may  be  another  thing. 

Time  and  wise  negotiation  will  unfold  this  very  important  matter, 
and  I  hope  may  secure  to  the  U.  S.  and  those  Individual  states  con- 
cerned, the  great  advantages  that  will  be  derived  from  a  free  naviga- 
tion of  that  river. 

My  respects,  if  you  please,  to  your  Lady,  whose  health  I  hope  is  per- 
fectly reestablished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  truest  respect  and  esteem,  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant,    Richard  Henry  Lee. 

P.S.  I  was  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  8th  of  Feby.  with  its  enclo- 
sures after  the  above  letter  was  written.  I  will  shortly  reply  to  its  contents, 
and  your  letter  for  the  Marquis  shall  be  forwarded  to  France.  R.  H.  Lee 

RC  (DLC:  Washington  Papers). 

1  See  Lee  to  Washington,  December  26,  1784. 

2  See  Lee  to  Washington,  January  16,  note  2. 

3  See  the  preceding  entry,  note  4. 

4  See  South  Carolina  Delegates  to  Benjamin  Guerard,  January  25,  note  8. 

5  See  the  preceding  entry,  note  3. 


Charles  Pinckney  to  Benjamin  Guerard 

Sir,  New  York  February  14th,  1785. 

Since  we  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  your  Excellency  Congress 
have  received  official  intelligence  that  the  Court  of  Spain  have  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Gardoqui  as  his  Representative  to  the  United  States.  In 
return  we  shall  soon  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Minister  to  repre- 
sent Us  at  Madrid — &  as  soon  as  instructions  are  agreed  to,  we  shall 
also  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  a  Minister  to  represent  Us  at  the 
Court  of  London. 

Two  days  ago  we  elected  Commissioners  to  carry  into  immediate  ex- 
ecution the  ordinance  for  erecting  fcederal  buildings  on  the 
Delaware;  the  Gentlemen  are  General  Schuyler,  General  Dickenson  8c 
Mr  Robert  Morris,1  who  will  probably  enter  upon  this  business  early  in 
the  Spring;  I  remain  Your  Excellency  mo  obt, 

(signed)  Charles  Pinckney 

IPS.]  Since  writing  the  inclosed,  Congress  have  just  received  the 
treaty  formed  by  their  Commissioners  with  the  Western  Indians,  a 
copy  of  which  will  be  transmitted  as  soon  as  possible. 
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A  very  serious  demand  is  this  morning  made  by  the  Charge  de  Af- 
faires of  France  of  the  delivery  of  Mr.  Longchamp  for  an  assault- — 
this  is  done  in  consequence  of  orders  from  the  French  Court,  8c  will 
require  very  cool  &  delicate  discussion  on  our  part  to  conduct  to  such 
an  issue  as  to  prevent  a  Coolness  between  the  two  powers. 

We  have  referred  the  papers  to  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs,  &  as 
soon  as  he  reports  we  shall  proceed  to  act  upon  this  business — it  will 
be  some  time  before  Congress  will  be  able  to  come  to  any  decission, 
but  as  soon  as  they  do,  your  Excellency  will  be  informed  of  it,  &  of 
other  important  matters  now  in  agitation. 

The  removal  of  Congress  to  this  place  has  hitherto  prevented  the 
printing  the  Journals,  but  we  hope  to  be  able  to  furnish  your  Excel- 
lency with  them  by  the  next  time  we  write — the  Journals  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  States  will  accompany  Mr  Reads  letter3  which  goes  by 
this  Vessel. 

I  am  to  mention  that  our  Credentials  are  nearly  expired  &  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  send  your  present  Delegates  a  power  to  sit  until]  a 
new  Delegation  shall  be  announced.4 

I  remain  &ca.  Charles  Pinckney 

Tr  (ScCoAH:  Governor's  Messages). 

1  See  Charles  Thomson  to  Dickinson,  Morris,  and  Schuyler,  this  date. 

'-'  For  the  action  taken  on  this  'Very  serious  demand,"  see  William  Henry  to  George 
Bryan,  February  26,  note  2. 

S  Not  found. 

4  See  Pinckney  to  Guerard,  December  14,  1784,  note. 


South  Carolina  Delegates  to  Benjamin  Guerard 

Sir,  New  York  1 4th.  February  1 785. 

The  last  letter  from  the  Delegation  bore  date  the  25th  Ulto.  &  con- 
tained as  full  a  State  of  the  situation  of  public  affairs  as  cou'd  at  that 
time  be  presented. 

We  have  not  been  favoured  with  any  advices  from  Carolina  since 
that  period,  nor  has  any  thing  very  material  occurred  here,  except 
that  after  long  Debates  &  a  full  consideration  of  the  Subject  Congress 
have  resolved  to  send  a  Minister  to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
appointment  will  probably  be  soon  made. 

We  have  also  received  advices  from  the  Charge  des  Affaires  of  the 
United  States  at  the  Court  of  Madrid  that  his  Catholic  Majesty  has  ap- 
pointed a  Mr.  Gardoqui  his  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United 
States,  &  as  we  learn  further,  that  he  was  very  shortly  to  sail  from 
Cadiz  for  Philadelphia  in  a  King's  Frigate,  he  may  be  soon  expected  to 
arrive  in  these  States. 
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The  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  Erect  federal  buildings  has 
also  taken  place,  and  General  Philip  Schuyler,  Mr  Philemon  Dicken- 
son &  Robert  Morris  Esquire,  have  been  elected. 

We  have  the  pleasure  further  to  add  that  the  Commissioners  of  the 
United  States  for  negociating  Treaties  with  the  Indians  have  returned 
to  Philadelphia  after  perfecting  One  with  the  Western  Tribes,  it  is  not 
yet  laid  before  Congress  but  is  hourly  expected,  8c  shall  be  forwarded 
to  your  Excellency  as  soon  as  it  comes  to  hand. 

Advices  by  the  last  English  &  French  packet  bring  us  nothing  very 
particular  on  the  Subject  of  the  Emperor's  differences  with  their  high 
Mightinesses.  A  mediation  appears  to  be  offered  by  several  powerful 
Courts  &  tis  hoped  will  bring  the  dispute  to  an  amicable  adjustment. 

We  are  with  the  greatest  respect  &  regard,  Sir,  Your  Excellency's 
Most  Obt.  &  most  hble.  servts, 


(signed)  Jacob  Read  for  <    John  Bull 

Charles  Pinckney 


Jacob  Read 


Tr  (ScCoAH:  Governor's  Messages). 


Charles  Thomson  to  Philemon  Dickinson, 
Robert  Morris,  and  Philip  Schuyler 

Sir  New  York,  February  14.  1785 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  an  Act  of  the  20th  December  1784, 
an  Ordinance  passed  the  23d  for  carrying  the  same  into  effect,  and 
the  appointment  of  Commissioners  pursuant  to  the  said  ordinance.1  I 
trust  your  well  known  zeal  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  Union  will 
induce  your  acceptance  of  this  office,  of  which  you  will  be  pleased  to 
notify  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  as  speedily  as  possible.2 
With  great  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  & 
most  humble  Sert.  C.T. 

I.B  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Endorsed:  "Genl  P.  Schuyler,  declines  10  March.  Honble.  P. 
Dickinson.  Robt.  Morris  Esq  r.  John  Brown  elected  16  March,  wrote  to  him  17.  21." 

1  For  Thomson's  enclosures,  see  /(.<-,  27:696,  699-705,  28:55,  58.  The  December  20 
"Act"  undermined  Congress'  decision  of  October  21,  1783,  to  establish  two  sites  lor  a 
federal  capital  by  declaring  it  inexpedient  "to  erect  public  buildings  for  their  accommo- 
dation at  more  than  one  place,"  and  that  of  Dec  ember  23  provided  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  three  commissioners  "with  full  powers  to  lay  out  a  district,  of  not  less  than  two 
nor  exceeding  three  miles  square,  on  the  banks  of  cither  side  of  the  Delaware,  not 
more  than  eight  miles  above  or  below  the  lower  falls  thereof."  Philip  Schuyler  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  these  commissioners  on  February  10  and  Philemon  Dickinson  and 
Robert  Morris  were  appointed  to  the  two  remaining  positions  on  the  1  1th. 

2  Dickinson  and  Mot  i  is  immediately  reported  theii  a<  <  cptam  e  of  this  appointment 
in  letters  ol  the  I.Slli,  but  S(  huyler  dec  lined  the  appointment  on  Man  li  3.  John  Blown 
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dl  Providence,  K.I.,  was  subsequently  appointed  to  the  posl  on  March  16,  Inn  he  too  de- 
clined the  appointment  in  a  letter  of  May  19.  See  PCC,  item  78,  4:477-80,  8:105-8,  item 
137,  appendix,  fols.  377-79,  item  153,  3:637-39;  and  JCC,  28:134-36,  165,  For  the  effort 
to  delay  the  appointment  of  a  commissioner  in  the  place  of  Schuyler,  and  David  How- 
ell's efforts  to  secure  Brown's  acceptance  of  the  post,  see  William  Samuel  Johnson  to 
Jeremiah  W'adsworth,  March  26;  David  Howell  tojabez  Bowen,  )une  24;  and  Kenneth  R. 
Bowling,  The  Creation  of  Washington,  D.C.  The  Idea  and  Location  of  The  American  Capital 
(Fairfax,  Va.:  George  Mason  University  Press,  1991),  pp.  68-69. 


Charles  Thomson  to 
John  Lewis  Gervais  and  Samuel  Osgood 

Sir  New  York  February  14.  1785 

I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  you  a  duplicate  of  the  Ordinance  for 
putting  the  Treasury  into  Commission  and  of  the  election  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  which  you  are  One.1  As  it  is  of  importance  to  the  Union 
that  the  Board  should  meet  and  the  business  of  the  treasury  be  re- 
sumed as  soon  as  possible,  I  may  venture  to  assure  you  that  your  ac- 
ceptance of  the  office  and  repairing  to  this  place  with  all  possible  ex- 
pedition to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  it  will  be  highly  agreeable  to 
Congress.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  honor  me  with  an  An- 
swer by  the  Speediest  Conveyance.2 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  Your  most  obedi- 
ent &  most  humble  Sert.  C.  T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  The  enclosed  May  28,  1784,  treasury  ordinance,  and  January  25,  1785,  resolution 
electing  Gervais,  Osgood,  and  New  York  delegate  Walter  Livingston  treasury  commis- 
sioners in  the  place  of  William  Denning,  Oliver  Ellsworth,  and  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas 
Jenifer  who  had  declined  their  appointments,  are  mJCC,  27:469-71,  28:18. 

2  Gervais  declined  this  appointment  in  a  March  16  letter  to  Thomson  which  is  in 
PCC,  item  78,  10:481-86.  For  Osgood's  objections  to  the  conditions  of  the  appointment 
(ibid.,  17:365-72),  which  involved  a  bonding  requirement  imposed  by  Congress  on 
February  3  not  mentioned  by  Thomson  but  which  was  modified  March  15  to  secure  Os- 
good's acceptance,  see  Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  March  20,  note  4. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Thomas  Lee  Shippen 

New  York  Feby.  17.  1785.  Acknowledges  Shippen's  letter  of  the  15th, 
received  this  day.  "I  delivered  the  enclosed  Almanac  to  Mr.  Hardy  who 
returns  you  his  thanks.  Colo.  Livingston  delivered  me  your  letter  im- 
mediately on  his  arrival  in  this  City,  and  I  should  certainly  have  an- 
swered it  long  before  now,  if  I  had  not  been  prevented  by  ill  health, 
and  great  pressure  of  business.  You  need  not  doubt  my  affectionate  at- 
tention to  you,  and  I  rely  upon  your  goodness  always  to  attribute  my 
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silence  to  good  reasons.  I  am  from  all  parts  of  the  U.S.  written  to  in 
my  private  capacity,  so  that  I  am  at  this  moment  at  least  20  letters  in 
arrear  to  my  correspondents.  To  answer  them  all  punctually  would  at 
once  destroy  my  health,  and  prevent  all  attention  to  public  business.  I 
do  assure  you  that  the  business,  and  the  ceremonies  of  my  office,  are 
too  much  for  my  feeble  state  of  health."  Explains  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts with  Shippen's  tailor  and  for  transportation  of  his  horses  to 
Virginia.  "I  pray  you  my  dear  Sir  not  to  forget  my  Gun  &  Sword  that  I 
left  under  your  care.  The  first  to  be  cleaned,  and  the  locks  to  be  put 
in  order  and  prevented  from  falling  at  half  bent.  I  wished  to  know  the 
expence  of  refitting  the  Sword."1 

RC  (DLC:  Shippen  Family  Papers).  Lee,  Letters  (Ballagh),  2:336-37. 

1  In  a  subsequent  tetter  of  February  22  Lee  adjusted  his  tailor  and  horse  accounts  and 
inquired  about  the  repair  of  his  chariot,  and  on  March  3  he  again  inquired  about  the 
repair  of  his  chariot,  gun,  and  sword.  Ibid.,  pp.  337-38,  340-41. 


Charles  Thomson  to  the  Artificers, 
Tradesmen,  and  Mechanics  of  New  York  City 

Gentlemen,  [February  18,  1785] ' 

I  have  it  in  Command  to  inform  the  Artificers,  tradesmen  and  Me- 
chanics of  the  City  of  New  York,  that  their  Cordial  welcome  and  expres- 
sions of  Confidence  could  not  fail  to  be  agreeably  received  by  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,2  and  that  while  Congress  acknowledges 
the  goodness  of  Divine  Providence  in  concluding  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, they  experience  additional  gratitude  in  contemplating  the  happi- 
ness of  those  who  have  suffered  so  severely  by  the  Calamities  of  War. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "To  the  Artificers,  tradesmen  and  Mechanic's  of 
the  City  of  New  York." 

1  For  the  date  of  this  letter,  see  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book,  February  4-28,  note  28. 

-  The  January  1 1  welcome  "address"  of  the  New  York  City  artificers,  tradesmen,  and 
mechanics  was  read  in  Congress  and  referred  to  committee  on  January  20.  PCC,  item 
43,  fols.  343-46.  For  the  committee's  February  4  report  and  the  resolution  adopted  on 
the  18th  directing  Thomson  to  acknowledge  the  thanks  of  Congress  for  this  "cordial 
welcome,"  see/CC,  28:42,  86. 


Charles  Thomson  to 
the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Gentlemen,  |  February  18,  1785]i 

I  have  it  in  Command  to  inform  you  that  the  United  States  in  Congress 

assembled  have  received  with  pleasure  the  address  of  so  respectable  a 
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body  of  Citizens,2  that  they  are  duly  impressed  with  a  sense  of  your  dispo- 
sitions to  render  the  sessions  of  Congress  convenient  and  Agreeable;  and 
I  am  further  directed  to  assure  you  that  the  extension  and  prosperity 
of  trade  shall  not  cease  to  be  considered  as  intimately  connected  with 
the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "To  the  Corporation  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  the  State  of  New  York.  John  Alsops  Esqr  Prest." 

1  For  the  date  of  this  letter,  see  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book,  February  4—28,  note  27. 

2  This  undated  "address"  from  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce  was  read  in  Con- 
gress and  referred  to  committee  on  January  25.  PCC,  item  43,  fols.  351-53.  For  the 
committee's  February  4  report  and  the  resolution  adopted  on  the  18th  directing  Thom- 
son to  signify  Congress'  pleasure  with  the  corporation's  address,  see/CC,  28:42,  86. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Luke  Webster 

Dear  Mr  Webster.1  New  York,  19  February  1785. 

I  have  been  favor'd  with  your  attention  of  the  2d,  8c  forwarded  the 
enclosed  immediately. 

I  am  sorry  that  a  desire  of  mine  signified  to  you,  to  write  with  free- 
dom to  me,  should  have  produced  the  expressions  in  your  former  let- 
ter, which  I  could  not  approve  of,  and  I  submit  it  to  your  considera- 
tion, whither  you  could  not  have  made  me  acquainted  with  the 
matter,  without  adding  expressions  that  were  exceptionable,  &  would 
have  operated  to  your  disadvantage  if  known.  I  make  this  a  rule  with 
me  that  it  is  but  to  speak  8c  write  in  respectful  terms  as  far  as  the  sub- 
ject will  admit  of  altho'  provocation  may  have  been  given  to  shew  re- 
sentment; I  still  desire  you  to  write  with  freedom,  and  can't  but  hope 
that  notwithstanding  all  the  difficulties  you  have  to  encounter,  that 
you  will  not  be  left  to  do  any  thing  unworthy  of  an  honest  man  &  a 
gendem.  and  while  I  consider  you  in  this  light,  I  shall  always  be  ready 
to  give  you  every  assistance  in  my  power;  and  I  would  now  ask  you 
whether  there  is  any  thing  you  would  wish  to  communicate  to  me,  that 
you  can't  make  me  acquainted  with  by  writing,  for  I  can't  conceive  of 
any  thing  &  you  may  be  assured  of  my  attention  to  what  you  write,  8c 
expect  my  answers.  The  last  intelligence  I  had  from  home  was  the 
15th  of  January,  when  all  was  well  8c  that  Polly  had  removed.  I  took 
notice  of  your  kind  request  respecting  my  health,  which  is  better. 

I  remain,  with  parental  affection.2 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten 

1  Webster  was  Holten 's  son-in-law.  See  Holten  to  Webster,  October  2,  1783. 

-  Little  is  known  about  Holten 's  relations  with  Webster,  and  his  next  two  extant  letters 

to  him  are  quite  perfunctory.  "Dear  Webster,"  he  wrote  on  March  25,  "I  have  been 


February  19,  1785  205 

favor'd  with  yours  of  the  9th.  The  inclosed  directed  to  Mr  Webster  I  forwarded  by  the 
last  post.  I  now  enclose  you  a  letter  lately  reed,  in  one  from  your  father.  I  have  had  no 
intelligence  from  home  since  my  last.  I  remain,  with  affection."  And  on  May  16  he 
wrote:  "Dear  Webster,  I  have  been  favored  with  your  attention  of  the  23d  of  April,  &  no- 
ticed the  contents.  Yesterday  I  reed,  the  inclosed  in  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Holten,  &  I  con- 
clude it  will  give  you  as  late  intelligence  as  I  have.  I  can't  inlarge,  at  this  time.  Affection- 
ately yours."  The  drafts  of  these  are  in  the  Holten  Papers,  DLC. 


Hugh  Williamson  to  George  Washington 

Sir  New  York  19th  Feby.  1785 

Application  has  been  made  to  Congress  lately  by  James  McMechen 
who  is  connected  with  James  Rumsey  of  Virga.  in  the  newly  invented 
Machinery  for  pressing  Boats  through  the  Water.  Mr  McMechen  has 
laid  before  the  Committee,  to  whom  his  Memorial  was  refer'd,  a  Certifi- 
cate that  you  was  pleas'd  to  give  him  respecting  the  Invention.1  We  ob- 
serve your  Opinion  that  "He  has  discovered  the  Art  of  working  Boats 
by  Mechanism  and  small  manual  Assistance  against  rapid  Currents." 

Though  this  Opinion  is  clearly  in  favour  of  the  Invention  the  Com- 
mittee have  great  Doubts  whether  Mr.  McMechen  has  interpreted  it 
fairly.  He  says  that  his  Boat  will  by  means  of  the  Machinery  and  without 
any  manual  assistance  ascend  a  rapid  Stream  and  that  the  small  manual 
assistance  which  you  mention  refers  only  to  working  the  Boat  in  dead 
Water.  If  this  is  true  the  motion  of  the  Boat  depends  on  the  adverse 
motion  of  the  Stream  and  it's  Speed  must  be  as  the  resistance.  The 
Committee  would  have  presumed  that  the  Progress  of  the  Boat  de- 
pended on  the  Mechanism,  which  being  well  contrived;  the  Boat  with 
few  Hands  or  with  little  force  would  go  much  faster  either  in  a  Cur- 
rent or  in  dead  water  than  by  help  of  any  former  Invention.  But  if  it  is 
true,  as  Mr  McMechen  alledges,  that  the  Boat  is  forwarded  by  the  Op- 
position of  the  Stream  &  that  against  swift  Streams  it  does  not  even  re- 
quire the  aid  of  manual  Assistance  the  Case  is  essentially  different  and 
the  Discovery  extremely  important.  Mr  McMechen  we  find  expects  a 
Patent  for  the  Invention  from  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States, 
but  he  further  requests  that  Congress  would  give  him  a  large  Tract  of 
Land  in  consideration  of  the  Benefit  which  the  western  Country  must 
receive  from  his  Boat.  Certainly  an  Improvement  so  well  calculated  to 
promote  Commerce  and  Agriculture  as  Mr  McMechen  supposes  his 
Boat,  ought  to  be  liberally  encouraged  but  we  fear  that  he  colours  too 
high,  mistakes  the  Facts  or  miss-represents  them. 

It  is  with  much  Reluctance  I  give  you  any  Trouble  on  this  subject 
but  being  very  desirous  to  know  in  what  Rank  this  Improvement 
should  be  placed  I  am  to  request  your  Opinion  on  this  Position  that 
the  Boat  stems  the  Current  and  requires  least  manuel  help  where  the  opposite 
Stream  is  most  swift,  for  such  Powers  does  he  ascribe  to  his  Boat.2 
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You  have  probably  heard  some  Time  since  that  the  Indian  Commis- 
sioners have  finished  the  second  Treaty.  The  last  was  held  with  the 
Wiandot,  Delaware,  Chippawa  and  Ottawa  Nations.  The  Shawnees  did 
not  attend. 

It  is  difficult  even  at  this  Hour  to  say  how  much  Land  is  purchased 
for  the  Use  of  the  United  States.  By  the  first  Treaty  the  six  Nations 
ceded  all  to  the  Westward  of  a  certain  Line,  say  to  the  west  of  Pensylva- 
nia.  By  the  second  Treaty  the  Indians  first  mentionned  have  reserved 
a  Quadrangular  Piece  of  Land  viz  Beginning  at  the  Mouth  of  Caya- 
hoga  thence  up  the  River  to  the  Portage  to  the  Tuscarawas  Branch  of 
Muskingum,  then  down  that  Branch  to  the  Forks  above  Fort  Law- 
rence, then  West  to  the  Portage  of  big  Miami  which  runs  into  the 
Ohio,  then  along  the  Portage  to  the  great  Miami  or  Omai,  thence 
down  to  its  Mouth,  thence  along  the  south  Shore  of  L.  Erie  to  the 
Mouth  of  Cayahoga.  Those  Indians  cede  all  to  the  East,  South  8c  West 
of  the  reserved  Tract.  Probably  there  may  be  12  or  14  Millions  of 
Acres  clear  of  any  interfering  Claims  of  Indians  to  the  West  or  North. 
I  presume  Congress  will  soon  try  whether  they  can  agree  on  the  best 
mode  of  sinking  Part  of  their  Debt  by  this  Land. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  utmost  Regard,  Sir,  Your  obedt  hble 
Servt  Hu  Williamson 

RC  (NIC:  Noyes  Signers  Collection). 

1  Rumsey  had  successfully  demonstrated  a  model  of  his  invention  for  Washington  in 
the  summer  of  1784  and  had  sent  to  McMechen  a  copy  of  the  general's  September  7 
testimonial  or  certificate  which  he  had  obtained  at  that  time,  for  which  see  Williamson 
to  Thomas  Jefferson,  December  11,  1784,  note.  For  McMechen's  1783  proposal  for  a 
mechanical  boat,  see  these  Letters,  20:395n.l. 

-  In  his  March  15  reply  Washington  assured  Williamson  that  he  had  witnessed  "the  ac- 
tual performance  of  the  model  in  a  descending  stream,  before  I  passed  my  certificate, 
&  having  done  so,  all  my  doubts  were  done  away."  See  Washington,  Papers  (Abbot),  Con- 
federation Series,  2:69,  439-40. 


David  Howell  to  Unknown 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  Feb.  20,  1 785. 

You  will  receive  enclosed  a  little  pamphlet  on  the  Test-law  of  Penn- 
sylvania, written  by  Dr.  Benjn.  Rush.1  That  State  is  now  in  a  great  fer- 
ment, And  there  are  so  many  points  on  which  they  split  that  the  con- 
fusion is  carried  to  great  lengths.  Some  are  for  the  Constitution,  & 
some  against  it.  Some  for  their  funding  bill  8c  some  against  it.  Some  for 
fcederal  8c  some  for  state  funds  8c  some  for  neither  funds  nor  payment. 
Another  division  is  for  8c  against  the  test-law,  but  this  cannot  last  long. 
All  these  collisions  &:  discussions  are  perhaps  the  natural  consequence 
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of  the  heterogeneous  materials  of  which  that  State  is  so  remarkably  com- 
posed, and  will  I  doubt  not  eventually  lead  to  the  increase  of  knowl- 
edge 8c  Security  of  freedom.2 

My  last  official  Letter  to  the  State  contains  all  the  information  I  can 
give.3  With  best  regards  to  all  friends,  I  am,  &c, 

David  Howell 

P.S.  If  you  approve  of  the  Sentiments  in  this  pamphlet  you  may  let  it 
circulate. 

Tr  (DLC:  Burnett  Collection).  Copied  tor  Edmund  C.  Burnett  from  an  original  "MSS  of 
the  late  William  D.  Ely  of  Providence,"  ca.  1934. 

1  That  is.  Rush's  Considerations  upon  the  Present  Test-Law  of  Pennsylvania:  Addressed  to  the 
Legislature  and  Freemen  of  the  Stale  (Philadelphia:  Hall  and  Sellers,  1784).  Evans,  Am.  Bibli- 
ography, no.  18,770. 

2  For  this  "great  ferment"  in  Pennsylvania's  politics,  and  the  context  of  Rush's  argu- 
ments against  disfranchisement  of  the  state's  citizens  through  test  oaths,  see  Brun- 
house,  Counter-Revolution  in  Pennsylvania,  pp.  166-69. 

3  See  Howell  to  William  Greene,  February  9. 


James  Monroe  to  John  Francis  Mercer 

Dear  Sir  N.  York  Feby.  20.  1785. 

Yours  of  the  9th  from  W[est]  river  I  have  reed.  &  very  sincerely  con- 
gratulate you  both  on  an  event  wh.  I  doubt  not  &  very  sincerely  wish 
may  make  you  both  happy.1  We  will  do  every  thing  in  our  power  to 
procure  you  the  accomodations  you  desire  but  fear  we  shall  not  such 
as  you  wish.  A  letter  addrssd  a  week  before  you  sit  out  will  be  in  time 
for  this  purpose  wh.  will  advise  us  with  more  certainty  of  your  inten- 
tions. At  length  with  infinite  difficulty  I  have  carried  thro'  a  commit- 
tee of  5.  Gerry,  Spaight,  Johnson,  Houston  &  myself  under  my  origi- 
nal proposition  at  Trenton,  a  change  in  the  9th  article  of  the 
confideration,  strengthening  the  powers  of  Congress  in  the  direction 
of  commerce;  investing  them  with  absolute  controul  of  it  with  foreign 
nations  as  well  as  with  each  other  &  of  laying  (in  the  first  instance)  the 
imposts  8c  duties  upon  imports  8c  exports  wh.  may  be  necessary  for 
the  purpose.2  I  have  had  infinite  labor  indeed  in  effecting  this  busi- 
ness even  with  the  committee  8c  expect  to  have  it  renew'd  in  Con- 
gress, tho'  I  hope  there  to  find  aid.  If  the  recommendation  takes 
place  for  this  change  it  is  propos'd  to  write  a  circular  letter  to  accom- 
pany it  to  the  States.  The  more  I  consider  this  subject  the  more  fully 
impress'd  I  am  with  the  necessity  of  this  measure,  for  upon  it  depends 
the  strength  8c  duration,  in  a  great  degree,  of  the  confederacy.  Hardy 
is  in  favor  of  it  &  will  give  his  assistance.  Yesterday  we  attempted  to 
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Elect  a  minister  to  the  ct.  of  London,  8c  Adams,  Rutledge  8c  R.  R.  Liv- 
ingston being  in  the  nomination,  the  former  had  5  votes,  Rutledge  2 
&  R.  R.  Livingston  4.  We  still  doubt  whom  we  shall  elect  but  expect  it 
will  be  R.  R.  Livingston  for  whom  Virga.  (between  ourselves)  votes.3 
We  have  withdrawn  Mr.  Madison  from  the  nomination  to  the  ct.  of 
Spn.  by  his  disire. '  Your  last  letter  hath  reliev'd  me  from  an  anxiety  I 
felt  from  the  impression  of  a  preceding  one.  The  previous  one  sug- 
gested that  I  possess'd  the  good  wishes  &ca  of  a  particular  person.  If 
this  were  the  fact  as  it  might  have  proceeded  from  some  attention  wh. 
I  paid  her,  which  never  were  intended  to  lay  myself  under  any  obliga- 
tion to  her,  but  merely  to  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  her  company  wh.  I  pre- 
ferr'd  to  any  in  Annapolis  while  there,  I  cod.  not  but  be  uneasy.  Be- 
lieve me  I  am  happy  that  the  Lady  is  going  to  be  married  as  it  no 
doubt  presents  to  her  a  prospect  of  happiness,  which  I  most  sincerely 
wish  her,  8c  relieves  me  from  all  further  anxiety  on  the  subject.  Let  me 
entreat  you  to  represent  this  matter  in  its  true  light  to  Mr.  Stone  & 
whomever  else  you  think  proper,  as  occasion  in  point  of  propriety  may 
suit  as  well  for  the  Lady's  as  my  own  honor. 

I  am  with  my  best  wishes  for  you  both,  yr.  affec.  friend  8c  servant, 

Jas.  Monroe5 

P.S.  Wod.  you  advise  me  to  sit  upon  this  fcederal  ct.(i  Wmsburg.  is  the 
place  appointed  but  I  suspect  it  will  be  either  in  Annapolis  or  Wilm- 
ington since  the  delegation  of  N.  York  have  remonstrated  agnst.  its  sit- 
ing there.  Will  that  be  a  more  honorable  station  to  me  than  a  seat  in 
the  committee  of  the  States  for  one — I  suspect  there  will  be  for  abt.  2 
months.  Will  you  consult  with  my  friend  Mr.  Stone  upon  this  subject? 

RC:  (Elsie  O.  and  Philip  D.  Sang  Collection,  River  Forest,  111.,  1985). 

1  On  February  3  Mercer  had  married  Sophia  Sprigg  (1766-1812),  daughter  of 
Richard  Sprigg  of  "Strawberry  Hill"  near  Annapolis,  Md.  Bio.  Diet,  of  Md.  Isgis.,  2:594. 

-  See  Monroe  to  James  Madison,  December  18,  1784,  note  6,  and  to  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son, April  12,  1785,  note  4. 

:!  This  balloting  apparently  took  place  on  February  18 — according  to  the  journals, 
Congress  did  not  meet  "yesterday,"  Saturday,  February  19.  On  Thursday  the  24th,  how- 
ever, John  Beatty  withdrew  Robert  R.  Livingston's  name  from  nomination,  Walter  Liv- 
ingston renewed  it  briefly  then  withdrew  it  again,  and  John  Adams  was  elected  minister 
to  Great  Britain.  No  votes  were  recorded.  See  JCC,  28:98;  and  PCC,  item  190,  fol.  1. 

4  Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  had  nominated  James  Madison  to  be  minister  to  Spain  on 
January  31,  but  it  is  not  clear  when  his  name  was  withdrawn,  possibly  on  February  2.  See 
PCC,  item  190,  fol.  1;  and  Samuel  Hardy  to  Pauick  Henry,  December  5,  1784,  note  3. 

5  On  February  27  Monroe  also  wrote  another  letter  to  Mercer,  only  an  extract  of 
which  has  been  found.  "Two  days  since  John  Adams  was  appointed  minister  to  the  court 
of  G.  B. — having  had  upon  several  occasions  the  majority  of  votes  it  was  at  length  ac- 
ceded to  the  States  of  Maryld.  &  Virga.  ...  In  the  course  of  the  last  week  also  your  friend 
the  Indian  Comr.  [Arthur  Lee]  presented  himself  here.  What  his  object  is  I  know 
not . . .  propositions  for  raising  men,  regulating  commerce  &  upon  many  other  very  im- 
portant subjects  are  before  Congress."  The  Collector,  63  (December  1950),  no.  D2447. 

6  See  Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents  to  Monroe,  December  28,  1784. 
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Charles  Thomson  to  John  Lawrence 

Sir,  New  York  Feby  20.  1785 

I  have  this  Moment  reed,  your  favour  of  the  10th.1  I  can  hardly  say 
in  what  situation  the  court  of  appeals  now  is.  Upon  finishing  the 
causes  before  them  after  the  conclusion  of  peace  they  wrote  to  Con- 
gress and  seemed  to  wish  to  know  their  pleasure  respectg  the  Contin- 
uance of  the  Court.  No  answer  was  returned  nor  was  any  thing  done 
by  Congress.2  I  should  therefore  be  inclined  to  think  the  court  still  ex- 
ists. One  of  the  Members  namely  Cyrus  Griffin  esquire  is  as  I  am  in- 
formed now  at  Philada.  at  which  place  the  register  of  the  Court  lives 
and  with  him  the  Appeal  must  be  lodged,  if  any  has  been  made,  For 
since  the  establishment  of  the  court  no  appeals  are  brought  to  Congress. 
I  am  Sr,  Your  obedt  humble  Servt,  Cha  Thomson 

RC  (CtY:  Kiiollenberg  Collection).  Addressed:  'John  Lawrence  Esqr,  Burlington."  En- 
dorsed: "Chars  Thomson  Concg.  Col.  Saml.  Formans  Appeal." 

1  This  letter  is  not  in  PCC. 

2  Thomson  is  apparently  referring  to  a  December  23,  1784,  letter  from  Cyrus  Griffin 
and  John  Lowell  that  had  been  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Jacob  Read,  El- 
bridge  Gerry,  and  Charles  Pinckney  on  December  24,  the  day  Congress  adjourned  from 
Trenton  to  New  York.  The  committee  had  not  yet  reported,  but  it  was  "Renewed  &  aug- 
mented" on  February  22.  See  PCC,  item  186,  fol.  174;  and  JCC,  28:91n.  For  the  commit- 
tee's April  4  report,  declaring  that  "the  present  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals  must  still 
be  considered  as  in  commission,"  and  the  efforts  of  opponents  of  Continental  appeals 
jurisdiction  to  dissolve  the  court  by  terminating  the  salaries  of  the  judges,  see  JCC, 
28:230,  29:920;  and  Thomson  to  the  Court  of  Appeals,  July  5,  1785. 


Committee  of  Congress  Report 

[February  21, 1785]' 
The  Commee  to  whom  was  referred  a  Letter  from  the  late  superinten- 
dant  of  finance  covering  a  letter  from  Thos.  Barclay  Esqr.  together  with  a 
Duplicate  of  Mr  Silas  Dean's  accounts  with  the  United  States  report. 

That  from  the  statement  of  Mr  Deans  accounts  as  rendered  by  him- 
self2 the  United  States  stand  chargd,  with  a  Ballance  in  his  favour  of 
Livers  348,119.12.4.  That  among  the  several  charges  brot.  forward  in 
his  account,  your  Commee  observe  large  sums  said  to  have  been  ad- 
vanced by  him  to  Prisoners,  foreign  Officers  and  others,  most  of 
which  (as  appears  by  Mr  Barclay's  observations)  are  wholy  unsup- 
ported by  vouchers,  nor  do  your  Commee.  find  any  Resolutions  of 
Congress  authorizing  such  advances  to  be  made.  That  Mr.  Dean 
Charges  his  Salary  from  Nov  1776  to  January  1781  and  his  expences 
from  January  177[6]  to  August  1780,  whereas  it  appears  from  the  Acts 
of  Congress  of  the  6th  &  26  of  Augt.  1779  that  he  was  dischargd.  from 
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any  further  services  as  a  Commissioner  at  the  Court  of  Versalles  from 
&  after  the  Fourth  of  June  1778  (being  the  expiration  of  three 
months  after  notice  of  his  recall  from  Europe),  and  that  ten  thousand 
Dollars  were  orderd  to  be  paid  him  in  full  consideration  of  his  time  & 
expences  during  his  attendance  on  Congress. 

That  Mr.  Dean  Charges  5  pr  Cent.  Commissions  on  all  purchases 
made  by  Messrs.  Delaps,  Chaumont,  De  Beaumarchais  &  Monticu  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States.  That  in  several  instances  his  Charges  ap- 
pear to  be  improper,  extravagant  and  unsupported  by  vouchers,  rest- 
ing wholy  upon  Mr  Dean's  Word.  Whereupon  your  Commee.  recom- 
mend that  it  be  Resolved 

That  Thomas  Barclay  Esqr.  be  instructed  in  setling  the  Accounts  of 
Silas  Deane  Esqr.  with  the  United  States  to  admit  to  his  Credit  no  al- 
lowance for  services  or  expences  as  commissioner  at  the  Court  of  Ver- 
sailes  from  and  after  the  4th  Day  of  July  1778,  excepting  ten  thousand 
and  five  hundred  Dollars,  when  reduced  to  specie  value,  as  granted 
him  by  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  26th  of  August  1779. 

That  he  examine  the  particulars  of  Mr  Deans  acct.  of  expences,  and 
admit  only  such  as  are  reasonable  and  proper. 

That  a  Copy  of  the  Accts.  of  Messrs.  Lee  &  Adams  for  houshold  ex- 
penditures, as  setled  at  the  Treasury  be  forwarded  to  Mr.  Barclay  to  as- 
sist his  Judgment  in  such  settlement. 

That  a  Commission  of  five  pr  Cent  be  allowed  on  all  purchases 
made  by  Messrs.  Delaps,  Chaumont,  De  Beaumarchais  &  Montieu  pro- 
vided it  shall  appear  that  Mr.  Dean  has  actually  paid  such  Commis- 
sions, and  that  they  are  not  charged  by  those  Gentlemen  in  their 
Accts.  against  the  U  States. 

That  Mr  Barclay  admit  no  charges  which  are  not  supported  by 
proper  vouchers,  unless  where  he  Judges  such  Vouchers  would  not 
have  been  obtained  and  in  such  cases  other  satisfactory  evidence  must 
be  produced. 

MS  (DNA:  RG  76).  In  the  hand  of  George  Partridge. 

1  The  following  report  was  submitted  this  day  in  response  to  a  letter  of  September  30, 
1784,  from  Robert  Morris  to  Congress  and  a  June  8  letter  to  him  from  Thomas  Barclay, 
dated  "Paris  8th  June  1784,"  concerning  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Silas  Deane 
which  had  been  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  George  Partridge,  John  Beatty, 
and  William  Henry  on  December  1,  1784.  The  committee  was  renewed  on  January  24 
with  William  Ellery  replacing  Henry.  No  action  was  taken  on  this  report  and  Barclay's 
correspondence  was  subsequently  taken  up  by  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  and  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  treasury  on  April  21,  1786.  The  present  document  was  eventually 
transferred  from  the  papers  of  the  Continental  Congress  with  a  file  concerning  the 
claims  of  Pierre-Augustin  Caron  de  Beaumarchais,  which  were  not  settled  until  the  19th 
century,  to  become  a  part  of  Record  Group  76  at  the  National  Archives.  See  JCC, 
28:16n,  87n,  30:204n,  33:745,  34:620-21;  PCC,  item  54,  fols.  41-46;  and  Morris,  Papers 
(Ferguson),  5:321-28. 

2  The  lengthy  accounts  Deane  submitted  to  Barclay  March  23,  1782,  which  Barclay 
sent  to  Morris  June  8,  1784,  are  in  PCC,  item  54,  fols.  49-172. 
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Elbridge  Gerry  to  Samuel  Hodgdon 

Dear  sir  N  York  2 1  st  Feby  [  1 7]  85 

On  revising  [reviewing?]  the  Journals,  I  find  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Treasury  are  directed  to  lease  to  the  Trustees  of  Dickinson  Col- 
lege for  a  Term  not  exceeding  ten  Years,  the  Buildings  at  Carlisle,  or 
such  part  as  are  not  wanted  for  public  Stores.1 

Yours  in  Haste,  E  Gerry 

RC  (DNA:  RG  93,  file  29,961 ). 

1  For  the  adoption  of  this  February  7  resolution,  see/CC,  28:18n,  44;  and  David  How- 
ell to  Benjamin  Rush,  January  28,  note. 

Rufus  King  to 
John  Lowell  and  James  Sullivan 

Gentlemen  New  York  23d.  Feb.  1 785 

The  controversy  between  Massachusetts  and  New  York  is  of  a  nature 
that  excuses  me  in  remarking  to  the  agents  of  the  former,  such  obser- 
vations as  I  may  obtain  here  relative  to  the  same. 

The  New  York  title  will  depend  on  their  possessory  right,  directly,  or 
impliedly,  acknowledged  by  Massachusetts,  and  other  states.1  They  will 
prove  a  possession  prior  to  the  first  Massachusetts  Charter,  and  pro- 
duce ancient  maps  to  shew  that  the  whole  country  west  of  the  Hudson 
was  laid  down  at  that  time  as  nova  Belgia;  then  argueing  from  the  mu- 
nicipal principle,  that  a  possession  of  a  part,  inures  to  all  the  benefi- 
cial purposes  of  a  possession  of  the  whole  Territory  claimed,  attempt 
the  establishment  of  their  title  by  possession. 

Perhaps  in  obviating  this  doctrine,  the  old  Dutch  records  of  New 
York  might  furnish  some  useful  information,  but  how  they  are  obtain- 
able I  am  at  a  loss.  Pennsylvania  used  translations  of  these  records  in 
her  Trial  with  Connecticut;  but  since,  contrary  to  the  practice  of  all 
other  courts,  the  parties  withdrew  the  papers  used  as  evidence  in  that 
trial,  it  would  depend  on  the  good  will  of  those,  who  wish  us  no  pros- 
perity, whether  we  can  obtain  the  same  Translation,  or  any  other.  New 
York  will  introduce  such  parts  of  these  records  as  they  may  find 
proper  for  their  object. 

Smith  in  his  history  of  New  York  cites  an  old  author,  whose  name  I 
don't  remember,  who  considers  the  Territory  west  and  north  west  of 
Albany  as  Terra  incognita,  by  looking  into  Smith's  history  probably  you 
may  find  something  that  will  serve  us.2 

The  Gentlemen  of  New  York  speak  of  some  public  acts,  laws,  procla- 
mations, or  opinions  of  Massachusetts,  declaratory  of  their  idea  of  the 
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extent  of  their  western  boundary — they  do  not  particularise.  I  have 
heard  it  said  that  Massachusetts  have  heretofore  declined  assistance  to 
or  protection  of  western  Indians,  upon  the  grounds  that  the  Territory 
of  Massachusetts,  did  not  extend  beyound  a  certain  western  bound- 
ary; it  certainly  woidd  be  well  to  examine  every  act  of  Massachusetts 
on  this  subject  that  may  be  obtainable  and  perhaps  the  Laws  fixing 
the  county  lines  may  by  incautious  expressions  express  some  precise 
Limit  to  our  western  Line. 

It  was  a  custom,  and  I  learn  a  pretty  ancient  one,  for  the  board  of 
trade  in  England  every  Eight  or  Ten  years,  to  propose  to  the  respec- 
tive Governors  of  the  American  colonies,  questions  relative  to  their 
general  prosperity,  numbers,  and  the  progress  made  in  settlement  of 
the  Country,  the  extent  of  their  Boundaries,  and  the  number  and  dis- 
position of  the  indians  in  their  several  colonies.  The  answers  to  these 
questions  by  the  governors  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  may  be  im- 
portant acquisitions  in  the  Trial  between  the  two  states.  Great  reliance 
was  made  by  Pennsylvania  in  their  trial  with  Connecticut,  upon  an  an- 
swer of  the  Governor  of  the  latter,  which  stated  the  number  of  indians 
in  that  colony  as  very  inconsiderable;  from  whence  Pennsylvania  ar- 
gued that  at  that  Time  Connecticut  had  no  idea  of  a  western  country 
as  annexed  to  their  colony,  for  had  that  been  the  case  they  would  have 
given  a  far  greater  number  of  Indians,  as  the  western  country  was 
then  crouded  with  Natives.  Although  indian  applications  do  not  al- 
ways demonstrate  that  the  power  to  whom  they  apply,  is  their  rightful 
protector,  yet  any  thing  of  that  kind,  from  the  western  indians,  to  Mas- 
sachusetts in  early  Times,  would  weigh  well  against  the  claim  of  these 
Dutch  Descendants,  and  therefore  should  be  looked  after. 

It  has  been  hinted  that  by  force  of  the  p[r]ocess  on  the  quo  war- 
ranto against  the  Governor  &  al,  under  the  first  Mass.  Charter,  or  by 
force  of  the  Jugement  therupon  (if  any  jugement  was  ever  entered  in 
form,  which  Hutchinson  doubts  in  his  history)3  the  patent  made  by 
King  James  to  the  Council  of  Plymouth,  and  of  consequence  the  Grant 
from  the  council  of  Plymouth  to  Roswell  and  his  associates  was  vitiated. 
A  summary  account  of  this  p[r]ocess  is  given  by  Hutchinson,  but  noth- 
ing particular  can  be  concluded  from  his  history;  if  an  authentic  report 
of  that  case  can  be  obtained,  it  might  be  very  serviceable. 

There  is  a  declaration  made  by  the  Governor  &  Company  of  Mass. 
in  the  year  1676  on  the  records  of  the  Mass.  Genl.  Court  for  that  year, 
which  was  transmitted  to  the  King  and  expresses  the  sense  of  the 
Colony  then  (which  was  forty  seven  years  after  the  date  of  their  Char- 
ter from  Charles  the  first)  of  the  extent  of  their  Territory  from  sea  to 
sea.  This  paper  is  in  Belknap's  History  of  New  Hampshire,4  Appendix 
paper  14.  The  paper  No.  15  in  the  same  appendix,  containing  a  re- 
port of  the  board  of  trade,  throws  light  upon  the  same  subject.  The 
original  is  in  the  Office  of  the  supr.  Court  of  New  Hampshire. 
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Doctr.  Johnson  thinks  both  these  papers  will  be  useful  on  the  trial, 
advises  therefore  to  obtain  authenticated  copies. 

No  information  yet  concerning  the  acceptance  of  our  Judges — the 
business  stands  in  Congress  upon  this  Subject  as  when  you  last  heard 
from  us — we  will  inform  you  of  the  progress  as  it  may  happen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully  your  very  humb  servt. 

RKing 

RC:  (MH-H:  bMS  Am  1582).  Addressed:  "Honble  Mr.  Lowell  &  Mr.  Sullivan." 

1  For  the  context  of  this  "controversy,"  see  New  York  Agents' Journal,  December  4-9; 
and  Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents  to  James  Monroe,  December  28,  1784.  For  de- 
tails concerning  the  New  York  and  Massachusetts  brief's  in  this  case,  see  The  Law  Practice 
of  Alexander  Hamilton,  ed.  Julius  Goebel  et  al.,  2  vols.  (New  York:  Columbia  University 
Press,  1964-69),  1:  579-81,  584-631;  and  Hamilton,  Papers  (Syrett),  3:702-3. 

2  William  Smith,  The  History  of  the  Province  of  New-York  (1757;  reprint  ed.,  Cambridge, 
Mass.:  Harvard  University  Press,  1972). 

:i  That  is,  Thomas  Hutchinson,  The  History  of  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  from  the 
First  Settlement  Thereof  in  1628 .  . .  (1764;  reprint  ed.,  New  York:  Arno  Press,  1972). 

4  The  reference  is  to  the  first  volume  of  Jeremy  Belknap,  The  History  of  New-Hampshire, 
which  was  printed  in  Philadelphia  by  Robert  Aitken  in  1784,  although  the  complete 
three  volume  edition  was  not  finished  until  1792. 


Connecticut  Delegates  to  Matthew  Griswold 

N  York  Febry.  24th  1785. 
We  had  the  Honor  to  receive  your  Excellys.  favr.  of  the  28th  ult. 
with  the  Papers  relating  to  the  Wyoming  Affair,  of  which  we  will  take 
due  Care.1  No  person  has  yet  appear'd  from  thence  to  pursue  that 
business,  &  it  is  said,  but  on  what  ground  we  know  not,  that  they  have 
prevented  any  occasion  of  an  application  here,  as  they  have  forcibly 
repossessed  themselves  of  their  Lands.  It  stands  Assigned  for  an  early 
hearing  before  Congress,  but  must  if  possible  be  delayed  till  some  per- 
son appears  from  that  Quarter  to  support  it.  We  see  by  the  Philada. 
Papers  that  yr.  Exs.  Letter  to  Presidt.  Dickenson  upon  that  subject  has 
been  lately  laid  before  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  &  we  shall  proba- 
bly soon  hear  from  them  something  further  relating  to  it.  The  Act  re- 
lating to  the  Impost,  we  find  upon  the  Files  of  Congress.2  That  subject 
has  lain  some  time  before  a  Commee.  of  Congress,  who  do  not  yet  Re- 
port,3 probably  because  they  wait  to  see  what  the  Assembly  of  this 
State  now  sitting,  &  before  whom  a  Bill  is  depending  upon  that  sub- 
ject, will  do  in  the  affair.  The  Cession  of  Western  Territory  by  the 
State  of  Connecticut  we  some  time  since  formally  laid  before  Con- 
gress, moved  their  Acceptance  of  it,  &  offer'd  to  execute  a  Con- 
veyance pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  Legislature.  It  was  strenuously  Ob- 
jected to,  but  after  some  Debate  refer'd  to  a  Committee,  who  have  not 
yet  enter'd  upon  the  consideration  of  it.1  If  they  do  not  do  it,  after 
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waiting  a  reasonable  time  we  shall  conceive  it  to  be  our  duty  to  call 
upon  them  to  take  it  up.  Two  Objections  especially  are  made  to  it,  1st 
That  it  is  within  the  Cession  of  Virginia.  21y.  That  even  the  120  M  files] 
reservd  by  Connecticut  is  included  within  the  extensive  Purchase 
lately  made  of  the  Western  Indians  &  Ceded  to  the  United  States  by 
the  Treaty  recently  return'd  to  Congress  by  the  Commissioners.  So 
that  they  must  not  only  receive  from  Connt.  a  Cession  of  what  is  al- 
ready their  own,  but  implicitly  confirm  to  that  State  120  M.  of  Terri- 
tory already  Purchased  by,  8c  belonging  to  the  United  States.  Our  pre- 
tence for  reserving  which,  it  is  alledged,  is  also  unfounded,  as  it 
belongs  to  the  United  States  8c  not  to  Connect't  to  furnish  the  Lands 
for  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Soldiers  of  whose  Interests  we  affect  to  be  so 
careful.  To  these  are  added  the  original  deficiences  of  our  Title,  8c  the 
decision  at  Trenton  against  it.  The  answers  we  shall  give  to  these  Ob- 
jections we  need  not  state,  they  will  readily  occur  to  your  Excelly. 

Congress  have,  since  we  wrote  last,  been  very  busy,  8c  have  taken  up 
a  great  Variety  of  affairs,  yet  no  very  capital  matters  are  yet  bro't  to  a 
conclusion.  Many  are  Reported  upon  8c  more  yet  lie  before  commees. 
The  Papers  have  some  time  since  announc'd  to  you  the  Election  of 
the  Commrs.  of  the  Treasury.  And  Mr.  Adams,  after  some  contest,  is 
now  appointed  Ambassador  to  the  Court  of  London,  to  Negotiate  the 
very  important  matters  in  dispute  with  that  Court.  It  is  resolv'd  to 
send  a  Commissr.  into  the  Western  Territories  on  the  Mississippi  8c 
Ohio  where  it  is  said  the  Settlers  are  in  great  disorder,5  to  endeavour 
the  restoration  of  Peace  &  Order,  8c  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  Estab- 
lishment of  regular  government  in  those  extensive  8c  very  valuable 
Countries  which  are  rapidly  filling  with  Inhabitants.  A  demand  has 
been  made  of  Longchamp  by  the  Court  of  France,  a  very  delicate  8c 
important  affair  which  has  claimed  the  Attention  of  Congress,  but  has 
not  yet  receiv'd  a  full  discussion.  He  will  not,  we  Imagine,  be  Deliv- 
ered up,  but  the  Question  is  what  Answer  shall  be  given  8c  upon  what 
grounds  the  denial  may  be  most  prudently  placed.6 

We  can  add  nothing  farther  at  present  but  remain  with  the  greatest 
respect  8c  esteem,  Yr.  Excellys.  most  obedt.  8c  most  huml.  Servts. 

FC  (CtHi:  Johnson  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  William  Samuel  Johnson. 

1  See  Hugh  Williamson  to  John  Dickinson,  January  14,  note  1. 

2  An  act  adopted  by  the  Connecticut  Assembly  during  the  session  which  convened  in 
October  1784,  authorizing  Congress  to  levy  a  5%  impost  for  a  period  of  15  years  in 
keeping  with  its  recommendation  of  April  18,  1783,  is  in  PCC,  item  75,  fols.  97-98. 

'  For  the  work  of  this  committee,  see  David  Howell  to  William  Greene,  February  9, 
note  6. 

4  For  the  referral  on  May  25,  1784,  of  the  Connecticut  act  of  cession  to  a  committee 
which  never  reported,  see  Hugh  Williamson  to  Alexander  Martin,  September  30,  1784, 
note  5.  The  issue  had  been  revived  on  February  15  when  Joseph  Piatt  Cooke  and  John- 
son moved  acceptance  of  the  cession  pursuant  to  the  Connecticut  act,  at  which  time  it 
was  referred  to  a  new  committee,  consisting  of  Samuel  Holten,  William  Henry,  William 
Grayson,  and  Johnson,  which  was  subsequently  "renewed"  on  April  11  and  May  2,  1785, 
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and  yet  again  January  18,  1786,  before  a  recommendation  to  accept  the  cession  was 
adopted  on  May  26.  See  JCC,  27:432n,  28:69,  246n,  324n,  30:21-22,  160,  310-11.  See 
also  Connecticut  Delegates  to  Griswold,  May  27,  1785. 

5  For  this  February  21  resolve,  see  JCC,  28:87;  and  James  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son, April  12,  note  11. 

6  See  William  Henry  to  George  Bryan,  February  26,  note  2. 


Elbridge  Gerry  to  John  Adams 

My  dear  Mr  Adams  New  York  24th  Feby  1785 

I  informed  You  a  few  Days  since,  that  Yourself,  Mr  Chancellor  Liv- 
ingston, 8c  Mr  J  Rutledge,  were  in  Nomination  for  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don,1 since  which  many  Attempts  have  been  made  to  determine  the 
Choice,  8c  this  Morning  it  was  effected  &  devolves  on  Yourself.  I  am 
happy  to  give  You  this  Information,  both  on  publick  Consideration,  8c 
on  the  Scope  of  Friendship,  the  former  however  being  on  every  such 
important  occasion  the  predominant  principle,  in  my  Mind.  At  the 
first  balloting  You  had  five,  Mr  Chancellor  four  &  Mr  Rutledge  two 
Votes:  And  the  States  were  tenacious  of  their  Votes  for  several  Days.2 
Temper  was  however  preserved,  8c  produced  an  Explanation  by  which 
it  appeared  that  the  southern  States  were  impressed  with  the  Idea, 
that  You  being  totally  averse  to  the  Slave  Trade  would  not  exert  Your- 
self at  the  Court  of  London  to  obtain  Restitution  of  the  Negroes  taken 
And  detained  from  them  in  Violation  of  the  Treaty;  &  that  in  negotiat- 
ing it,  You  was  not  so  anxious  as  the  other  Commissioners  respecting 
the  American  Debts,  8c  would  not,  in  all  probability,  be  assiduous  in 
executing  the  Instructions  of  Congress  for  discharging  the  American 
Merchants  from  payment  of  the  Interest  that  accrued  during  the  War, 
8c  for  postponing  the  payment  of  the  principal  for  three  Years  after 
the  signature  of  the  preliminaries  of  the  peace.  Whether  these  were 
real  or  ostensible  Reasons,  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  determine.3  I  only 
state  them  as  what  were  urged  by  the  States  opposed  to  your  Choice.  I 
find  however  that  One  part  of  your  secret  Journal,  wherein  Mention  is 
made  of  a  Compliment  paid  You  as  being  "the  Washington  of  the  Ne- 
gotiation"4 &  that  a  paragraph  of  one  of  your  Letters  describing  the 
proper  Character  of  the  Minister  for  London,  that  he  should  be  pos- 
sessed of  the  "cardinal  Virtues,"  compared  with  other  Letters  of  yours 
claiming  the  Appointment,  are  urged  as  Traits  of  a  weak  passion,  to 
which  a  Minister  ought  never  to  be  subject,  8c  as  an  Evidence  that  an 
artful  Negotiator  may  flatter  You  out  of  important  objects — these  Your 
Friends  &:  disinterested  persons  consider  as  subtil  Devices  of  Seekers, 
And  their  Dependants  to  supplant  You:  8c  every  person  who  knows  the 
Value  of  an  able,  faithful  8c  indefatigable  Minister,  who  has  been  long 
in  his  Country's  Service  &  rendered  the  most  essential  Services  to  her 
Cause  considers  with  Horror  such  Measures  &  is  happy  in  defeating 
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them.  It  is  nevertheless  my  Duty,  as  a  Friend  to  my  Country,  to  your- 
self, &  to  the  Cause  of  Virtue,  to  give  You  confidentially  this  Informa- 
tion, that  Your  publick  &  private  Letters  may  not  be  in  future  abused 
to  such  unworthy  purposes,  indeed  I  think  Cave  is  applicable,  as  it  re- 
spects some  of  your  Correspondents  high  in  office  at  Massachusetts. 

These  You  must  be  sensible  are  Communications,  which  nothing 
could  induce  me  to  make,  but,  the  Necessity  of  your  co-operating  with 
those  who  are  determined  to  support  You  on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  in 
putting  a  Stop  to,  or  at  least  in  checking  such  ruinous  Intrigues.  We 
are  determined  to  obtain  if  possible  an  Act  of  Congress,  that  they  will 
not  elect  any  person  to  publick  office,  whilst  a  Member  of  Congress, 
nor  untill  six  Months  after  he  shall  have  been  a  Member. 

I  wish  You  Success  in  all  your  Negotiations  8c  remain  with  the  sincer- 
est  Esteem  your  real  Friend  8c  humble  Sert.  E  Gerry 

N.B.  Your  Election  was  finally  carried  by  nine  States.  Congress  have  re- 
solved, that  each  appointment  of  a  Minister,  Secretary  to  a  Legation  or 
Charge  des  Affairs,  shall  be  for  a  Term  not  exceeding  three  years;  but 
this  Restriction  does  not  render  them  incapable  of  being  re-elected. 

RC  (MHi:  Adams  Papers). 

1  Gerry  had  not  mentioned  Chancellor  Robert  R.  Livingston  in  his  February  14  letter 
to  Adams,  but  according  to  Charles  Thomson's  register  of  nominations  Livingston  had 
been  nominated  on  January  31  with  Adams  and  Rutledge,  but  his  name  was  apparently 
"withdrawn,"  "renewed,"  and  again,  "withdrawn"  before  the  final  selection  of  Adams 
was  agreed  upon  this  day.  See  PCC,  item  190,  fol.  1. 

2  None  of  these  votes  was  recorded  in  the  journals,  but  see  James  Monroe  to  John 
Francis  Mercer,  February  20,  note  3. 

3  At  this  point  in  the  margin  Adams  wrote:  "These  are  too  gross  Ar[u]fices  to  conceal, 
a  Secret  Influence,  to  require  much  Attention.  'Neckar  est  vain  et  glorieux'  may  destroy 
the  greatest  Financier  and  best  Minister  in  France,  But  Something  more  will  be  neces- 
sary, than  'il  abond  trop  dans  son  Sens,'  to  destroy  the  Small  Man  here  aimed  at." 

4  For  a  previous  use  of  this  passage  to  call  attention  to  Adams'  vanity,  see  these  Letters, 
20:707. 

5  For  the  maneuvering  that  preceeded  the  adoption  of  this  February  18  resolution, 
seeJCC,  28:75-77,  83-84. 


Elbridge  Gerry  to  Thomas  Jefferson 

My  dear  sir,  New  York  25th  Feby  1 785 

I  am  this  Day  favoured  with  yours  of  the  11th  of  Novr,1  &  am  un- 
happy to  hear  that  the  Flames  of  War  have  burst  again  in  the  eastern 
World,  8c  that  there  is  too  much  Reason  to  apprehend,  they  will  rage, 
at  an  early  period,  in  the  western  Hemisphere.  Nevertheless,  if  Britain 
is  so  much  under  the  Influence  of  a  weak  passion,  as  to  indulge  it  in 
renewing  Hostilities  amongst  Us,  8c  We  shall  meet  her  with  cheerful 
Hearts,  well  knowing  We  have  Resources,  8c  being  fully  assured,  We 


February  25, 1785  217 

shall  by  some  effectual  plan  be  able  to  draw  them  forth  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  humble  her  pride  &  correct  her  inimical  Disposition. 

Having  given  Mr.  Adams  Information  of  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress since  their  Meeting  at  Trenton,  8c  desired  it  may  be  communi- 
cated to  Yourself,2  I  can  only  add  on  this  Head,  that  Mr  R.  Morris, 
General  Dickinson  &  General  Schuyler  are  elected  Commissioners  to 
erect  the  fcederal  Buildings  on  the  Deleware,  8c  that  the  two  former 
have  accepted  the  appointment. 

Nothing  further  is  done  respecting  a  Land  office,  but  I  presume  it 
will  be  soon  taken  up,  as  the  Indian  Commissioners  have  made  con- 
siderable progress  in  their  Negotiations. 

A  Report  is  made  to  raise  1500  Men,  but  what  Number  will  be 
agreed  on  8c  in  what  Mode,  Time  must  determine — the  proposition  is 
to  raise  them  for  three  Years. 

Another  Report  is  made  for  recommending  to  the  States  an  alter- 
ation of  the  Confederation,  so  as  to  invest  Congress  with  the  power  to 
regulate  the  Trade  of  the  united  States,  as  well  with  foreign  powers  as 
with  each  other.  &  whilst  I  am  on  this  Subject  give  me  Leave  to  en- 
quire, whether  it  will  not  be  better  policy  to  form  our  Treaties  on 
Terms  of  Reciprocity  with  each  Nation  rather  than  on  the  principles  it 
has  adopted  with  the  most  favored  Nations?  If  we  provide  in  our 
Treaty  with  each  Nation,  that  whatever  may  be  the  Average  of  its  Du- 
ties on  Imports  8c  Exports,  We  will  lay  similar  Duties,  they  may  impose 
what  Duties  they  please,  8c  We  shall  have  power  without  embarrass- 
ment, to  reciprocate  this  commercial  Tax  8c  thus  avoid  being  what  We 
otherwise  inevitably  must  be,  their  Tributary — for  if  on  the  other 
Hand,  We  are  to  be  on  the  same  Footing  as  the  most  favoured  Nation, 
8c  this  on  an  average  pays  15  Per  Ct.  on  Imports  &  Exports,  whilst  the 
most  favoured  Nation  on  our  part  pays  but  5  Per  Ct.,  is  it  not  evident 
that  this  Rule  would  operate  to  tax  us  10  Per  Ct.  as  a  Nation,  on  Im- 
ports 8c  Exports  from  such  a  Treaty?  This  favoured  Nation  system  ap- 
pears to  me  a  system  of  Cobwebbs  to  catch  Flies.  Attend  to  it  as  it  re- 
spects Restrictions,  prohibitions,  8c  the  carrying  Trade,  8c  it  is  equally 
distant  from  a  Rule  of  Reciprocity,  which  is  the  only  equitable  &  bene- 
ficial Rule  for  forming  Commercial  Treaties. 

Mr.  Adams  is  appointed  to  the  Court  of  London,  &  a  Report  for  ac- 
cepting Doctor  Franklins  Resignation  is  before  Congress,  who  will 
probably  pass  it,  8c  appoint  yourself  to  the  Court  of  Versailles.  You  will 
certainly  have  all  the  N  England  Interest  in  your  Favour. 

Doctor  Lee  having  just  arrived  from  the  Indian  Treaty,  informs  me 
that  a  Cession  is  obtained  from  the  Savages  of  about  thirty  Million 
Acres  of  Land,  bounded  by  the  great  Miami,  Lake  Erie  &c;  8c  that  an- 
other Treaty  is  to  be  held,  in  which  a  further  Cession  is  expected 
more  to  the  Southard.  I  am  impatient  lor  opening  the  Land  Office, 

Nothing  further  occurring  at  present,  give  me  Leave  Sir  to  assure 
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You  that  I  remain  with  the  highest  Esteem  your  sincere  Friend  8c  very 
hum  Serv.,  E  Gerry 

RC  (DLC: Jefferson  Papers). Jefferson,  Papers  (Bovd),  7:651-52. 
'  See  ibid.,  pp.  501-2. 
2  See  Gerry  to  John  Adams,  February  14,  and  the  preceding  entry. 


Rufus  King  to  Samuel  Adams 

New  York  25th  Feby  1785 
In  the  earliest  instructions  to  the  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don I  hope  the  individual  interest  of  Massachusetts  will  be  attended 
to — the  objects  of  commerce,  including  the  carrying  trade  are  the 
concern  of  many  States,  &  will  not  be  omitted;  but  you  will  excuse 
me  in  soliciting  your  attention  to  a  point  of  negociation  highly  im- 
portant to  Massachusetts — I  mean,  her  Eastern  boundary.  A  resolve 
of  Congress  of  the  29th  day  of  January  1784  placed  this  business  in 
train1  8c  originated,  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  by  Mas- 
sachusetts to  examine  into  the  complaints  of  encroachments  by  the 
british  on  her  territory,  the  commissioners,  proceeded  to  make 
such  examination  [and]  I  think  reported  to  the  Legislature  a  state 
of  acts  8c  their  opinion  on  the  same,  &  here  the  business  appears  to 
have  terminated. 

The  resolve  above  referred  to  recommends  that  the  proceedings 
had  by  Massachusetts,  should  be  communicated  to  Congress.  This 
communication  has  not  been  made,  altho,  it  is  most  clearly  the  policy 
of  Massachusetts  to  do  it,  8c  to  procure  an  Act  of  Congress  upon  the 
subject,  that  shall  make  it  the  concern  of  the  Union. 

Congress  in  their  present  un-informed  situation  can  do  nothing 
on  the  subject.  If  a  proper  report  comes  forward  to  Congress,  it 
undoubtedly  will  become  an  instruction  to  their  Minister.  The  ap- 
plication going  to  the  Sovereign,  in  the  first  instance,  will  be,  not 
only  more  proper,  but,  more  efficacious,  than  to  any  of  his  Gover- 
nors. That  the  interest  of  Massachusetts  is  concerned  in  this  busi- 
ness, is,  not  only  my  apology,  but  my  inducement,  to  introduce  it 
to  your  attention.2 

Tr  (M-Ar:  Revolutionary  War  Letters).  Endorsed:  "Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  honble. 
Rufus  King  to  the  President  of  Senate  taken  by  direction  of  the  Senate."  "In  Senate 
March  9th,  1785,  Read  &  sent  down.  S  Adams  Presidt."  "In  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives March  10th,  1785.  Read  &  committed  to  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  Letter 
of  the  12th  ulto.  from  the  Delegates  of  this  Commonwealth  at  Congress.  Sent  up  for 
concurrence.  Sam  A  Otis  Spkr." 

1  See  Thomas  Mifflin  to  John  Hancock,  January  31,  1784,  note  1. 

2  For  Massachusetts'  response  to  this  appeal,  see  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James 
Bowdoin,  September  20,  1785. 
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Walter  Livingston  to  Robert  Livingston 

Hond  Sir  New  York  Feby.  25.  [  1 7]  85 

I  was  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  16  Inst,  yesterday  by  the  Post 
inclosing  the  Bond  which  I  had  forwarded  for  you  to  execute  on  my 
behalf,1  for  your  compliance  with  this  request  I  render  my  thanks,  and 
assure  you  that  the  trust  reposed  in  me  shall  never  be  violated  even  in 
the  smallest  degree. 

The  expence  of  living  in  the  Stile  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  sup- 
porting is  enormous,  and  will  not  fall  far  short  of  £500  over  and  above 
my  Salary,  perhaps  the  Summer  Season  may  not  be  so  expensive. 

Congress  have  not  yet  heard  from  either  Mr.  Gervais  or  Mr.  Os- 
good. I  am  apprehensive  the  former  will  not  accept,  as  he  cannot  live 
here  with  a  family  for  the  Sallary  now  allowed. 

Congress  yesterday  elected  a  minister  for  the  court  of  London  and 
the  Majority  of  Ballots  were  in  favor  of  Mr.  Jno.  Adams  who  is  now  our 
minister  at  the  Hague.  Your  letter  to  Robert  will  be  taken  into  consid- 
eration this  day.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  decidedly  in  favor  of  your  com- 
mencing an  Action  against  Mr.  Livingston  and  that  for  the  very  reason 
which  you  assign  (viz)  that  should  he  recover,  he  cannot  possibly  in- 
jure you  more  than  he  now  does,  so  that  you  cannot  be  a  looser  by  try- 
ing to  support  your  just  rights.  Should  you  be  so  very  unfortunate  as 
to  be  deprived  of  that  right  which  is  bequeathed  to  you  by  your  grand- 
father, you  have  other  Mill  places  in  that  neighborhood  which  may  be 
improved  to  good  purposes. 

John  is  now  at  Greenwich  and  sends  express  for  Harry  to  come  out, 
as  he  is  ready  to  set  off  for  the  manor.  Cornelia  joins  me  in  Love  to 
Mama  and  yourself.  Mr.  8c  Mrs.  Cochran  desire  their  best  respects  to 
yourself  and  Mama.  Your  affte.  8c  Dutiful  Son, 

Walter  Livingston 

RC  (NHpR:  Livingston  Papers  deposit,  1973). 

1  Robert  Livingston's  February  16  letter  to  his  son  is  in  the  Robert  R.  Livingston  Pa- 
pers, NHi.  The  enclosed  bond  is  in  the  PCC  Miscellaneous  Papers,  M332,  reel  9,  fols. 
416-17.  For  Walter's  request  for  the  bond,  which  would  be  necessary  lor  his  acceptance 
of  office  as  a  commissioner  of  the  new  treasury  board,  see  Walter  Livingston  to  Robert 
Livingston,  January  3,  1785.  For  questions  relating  to  the  bonding  of  the  treasury  com- 
missioners that  were  raised  by  Samuel  Osgood,  see  Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  March 
20,  note  4. 


George  Partridge  to  Samuel  Adams 

Sir  New  York  25th  Feb.  1785 

1  must  beg  leave  thro'  you  to  remind  the  Honorable  the  General 

Court,  that  the  term  for  which  I  can  serve  them  as  a  Delegate  in 
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Congress,  will  expire,  (by  the  Articles  of  Confideration)  the  Begin- 
ning of  next  month:  as  I  shall  then  have  been  three  Years  in  the  Del- 
egation.1 I  tho't  it  necessary  to  mention  this,  that  the  Members  of 
the  Genl.  Court  might  be  reminded  of  filling  up  the  Delegation  if 
they  Judge  it  expedient. 

I  feel  myself  happy  in  retiring  to  private  Life,  at  a  period  when  the 
Liberties  of  my  Country  are  so  well  secured,  and  when  there  is  so 
solid  a  Foundation  laid  for  the  publick  Prosperity  and  happiness: 
being  confident  that  a  Country  so  enlightened  as  ours,  will  not  fail 
to  build  on  this  foundation  a  National  Character  corrisponding  to 
the  Dignity  of  humane  nature  under  a  Republican  form  of  Govern- 
ment, where  Justice,  Wisdom  and  every  Principle  of  virtue  may  oper- 
ate unrestrained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  Respect  &  Esteem,  Your 
Honors  most  obedient  Humbl  Servant,  Geo.  Partridge 

PS.  As  my  Honle.  Colleague  Mr  Gerry  will  go  to  Boston  in  a  few 
Days,  and  will  give  the  Honle.  Court  my  Information  which  they  may 
require;  I  shall  think  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  return  home  by  the 
way  of  Boston. 

RC  (M-Ar:  Revolutionary  War  Letters). 

1  Actually  Partridge  had  been  "in  the  Delegation"  every  year  since  1779,  but  as  he  had 
not  attended  from  May  1782  to  December  1783  he  had  not  yet  exceeded  the  constitu- 
tional limitation  preventing  any  person  from  serving  as  a  delegate  "for  more  than  three 
years  in  any  term  of  six."  That  limitation  would  disqualify  him,  as  he  explained,  on 
March  1,  1785,  the  fourth  anniversary  of  the  ratification  of  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion. See/CC,  19:4-5,  215,  21:1101,  25:810-11,  27:642. 


William  Henry  to  George  Bryan 

Dr  Sir,i  New  York  the  26th  Febru.  1785 

I  thank  you  for  your  favors  of  the  15th  and  19th  Inst. 
I  Doubt  the  sincerity  of  the  Wyoming  people  in  thier  application  to 
Congress  for  a  federal  Court,  no  commissioners  are  yet  arived  nor  any 
further  instructions  to  Dr  Johnston,  if  they  could  bring  them  selves 
within  the  ninth  article  of  confederation  I  would  not  object  to  their 
having  a  federal  Court  for  the  sooner  an  end  can  be  put  to  this  affair 
the  better. 

Mr  John  Adams  was  Elected  two  days  since  Minister  to  the  court  of 
London.  A  Charge  des  afair  will  probably  be  left  in  the  Hauge  till  he 
can  return  for  his  principal  business  will  be  to  make  a  Demand  of  the 
western  Posts  now  in  the  hands  of  the  British. 


February  26,  1785 
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William  Henry 
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The  King  of  Spain  has  sent  a  minister  to  America  to  setle  the 
boundarys  and  the  navigation  of  the  Mesasipi. 

Teusday  next  is  apointed  for  a  full  discusion  of  Longchamps  affair. 
He  has  been  formaly  Demanded  by  the  King  of  France  through  Mr 
De  Marboi.  Pennsylvania  has  nothing  to  fear  on  this  affair;  the  De- 
bates it  is  hoped  will  tend  to  through  some  light  on  the  part  which 
Congress  ought  to  take  in  this  disagreeable  affair.2 

I  thank  you  for  the  pains  you  have  taken  about  my  son.  I  am  of  your 
opinion  about  the  value  of  the  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  house. 

I  am  Sir  your  most  Huml.  Servt,  William  Henry 

PS  Be  so  good  as  to  send  me  the  french  Pamphlet  on  the  case  of 
Beresford,3  as  it  is  a  late  case  and  directly  to  the  point  it  will  be  very 
usefull  to  us. 

RC  (PHi:  Bryan  Papers). 

1  Bryan  (1731-91),  former  Philadelphia  merchant  and  vice-president  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania council,  1777-79,  was  a  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  Pennsylvania  from  1780  to 
his  death.  DAB. 

a  Charles  Julien,  chevalier  de  Longchamps  had  assaulted  the  marquis  de  Barbe-Mar- 
bois,  the  French  charge  d'affaires,  in  Philadelphia  in  May  1784,  and  had  been  convicted 
of  assault  under  Pennsylvania  law  despite  Marbois'  efforts  to  have  him  released  into 
French  custody  for  trial  in  France.  See  Thomas  Mifflin  to  La  Luzerne,  May  31,  1784, 
note  2.  Marbois  had  revived  the  issue  when  he  wrote  to  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs, 
John  Jay,  on  February  10  demanding  Longchamps'  extradition,  which  Jay  reported  to 
Congress  the  following  day.  Jay  also  submitted  a  report  on  the  request  to  Congress  on 
February  16,  explaining  that  he  thought  Marbois'  demand  was  premature,  might 
threaten  relations  with  France  and  with  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  should  not  be  an- 
swered until  United  States  concerns  could  be  communicated  to  the  French  court 
through  the  American  minister  to  France,  Thomas  Jefferson.  Jay's  views  were  appar- 
endy  shared  in  Congress  for  although  the  issue  was  referred  to  committee  and  a  report 
drafted,  no  mention  of  the  case  was  made  in  the  journals  of  Congress  until  August 
when  Jay  reported  that  the  king  of  France  "would  not  persist  in  his  demand  that  Mr. 
Longchamps  be  delivered  up."  The  case  was  closed  August  23  when  Congress  resolved 
that  the  papers  submitted  to  Jay  concerning  the  French  demand  be  returned  in  keep- 
ing with  Marbois'  suggestion.  See  JCC,  28:64n,  76n,  99n,  210n,  314-15,  317n,  29:564, 
598-99,  651;  and  James  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  April  12,  note  7.  Jay's  correspon- 
dence with  Marbois  on  this  subject  is  in  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-89,  1:109-16, 
167-68,  178. 

For  analyses  of  the  impact  of  Longchamps'  case  on  Pennsylvania  politics,  on  Conti- 
nental-state relations,  and  on  the  conduct  of  United  States  foreign  policy,  see  Gail  S. 
Rowe  and  Alexander  W.  Knott,  "Power,  Justice,  and  Foreign  Relations  in  the  Confedera- 
tion Period:  The  Marbois-Longchamps  Affair,  1784-1786,"  PMHB  104  (July  1980): 
275-307;  and  Rowe  and  Knott,  "The  Longchamps  Affair  (1784-86),  the  Law  of  Nations, 
and  the  Shaping  of  Early  American  Foreign  Policy,"  Diplomatic  History  10  (Summer 
1986):  199-220. 

Justice  Bryan  was  especially  interested  in  Marbois'  demands  because  he  had  presided 
at  Longchamps'  trial  and  was  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Supreme  Court  when  it  re- 
jected a  controversial  Pennsylvania  Council  demand  for  Longchamps'  release  into 
French  custody. 

3  Not  identified. 
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Charles  Thomson  to  the  States 

Sir  Circular  New  York  February  26th.  1785. 

Attempts  having  been  made  in  the  settlement  of  accounts  to  de- 
fraud the  Public  by  means  of  Certificates  and  some  of  them  being  dis- 
covered, The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have  passed  the 
resolutions  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose.1 

That  these  resolutions  may  have  the  desired  effect,  permit  me  to  re- 
quest that  you  would  be  pleased  to  give  order  for  having  them  printed 
without  delay  in  the  Newspapers  of  your  State. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellencys  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servt.  C.T 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "To  the  Governors  or  Presidents  of  the  several 
States  from  New  Hampshire  to  Georgia  (inclusive)." 

1  For  these  February  23  resolutions,  see  JCC,  28:92-93;  and  Thomson's  Memorandum 
Book,  February  4-28,  note  35. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  George  Washington 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  Feby.  27th  1 785 

I  am  now  to  thank  you  for  the  letter  that  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  to  me  on  the  8th  of  this  month,  and  which  I  received  on  the 
17th  with  the  enclosures.1 

Sir  James  Jay  had  mentioned  the  plan  of  Lady  Huntingdon  to  me, 
previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  and  at  the  same  time  that  your 
packet  reached  me,  there  came  one  to  Congress  from  Governor 
Henry  with  her  Ladyships  letter  and  plan  enclosed,  which  the  Gover- 
nor strongly  recommended.2  It  was  presently  observed  that  the  terms 
upon  which  lands  had  been  ceded  to  the  United  States  did  not  leave  it 
in  the  power  of  Congress  to  dispose  of  them  for  any  purpose  but  for 
paying  the  debts  of  the  public  by  a  full  and  fair  sale  of  all  the  ceded 
lands.  It  was  indeed  remarked,  that  those  religious  people  whom  her 
Ladyship  had  in  prospect  to  transplant  &  fix  on  our  frontier  were  re- 
markable in  the  late  war  for  an  unanimous  and  bitter  enmity  to  the 
American  cause,  and  as  such  might  form  a  dangerous  settlement  at  so 
great  a  distance,  contiguous  to  the  Indians,  &  easily  accessible  to 
Canada.  Especially  in  the  present  very  unfriendly  temper  of  mind  that 
we  now  suppose  the  British  nation  possesses  with  respect  to  us.  It  was 
therefore  ordered  thai  Governor  Henry's  letter  with  the  enclosures 
should  be  filed,  but  nothing  more  done  in  the  affair.  Finding  this,  I 
concluded  it  not  necessary  to  shew  your  letter,  either  publickly  or  pri- 
vately. I  have  therefore  returned  to  you,  Lady  Huntingdon's  packet.  It 
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appears  to  me,  that  Georgia  is  the  most  likely  State  in  the  Union  to 
close  with  her  Ladyship,  if  the  latter  argument  mentioned  in  Congress 
should  not  prevent  it.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  you  are  so  interrupted 
by  applications  that  ought  not  to  be  made.  I  hope  however  that  you 
will  not  suffer  them  so  to  prevent  your  necessary  exercise,  as  to  injure 
your  health.  The  investigating  and  opening  our  western  navigation  is 
an  object  of  great  importance  and  well  worthy  of  your  patronage.  I  be- 
lieve, as  I  hope,  that  it  will  be  found  by  experience  to  be  of  great  util- 
ity both  to  the  public  and  to  the  private  adventurers.  Very  little  has  yet 
been  done  in  Congress  respecting  the  Western  Country — but  a  very 
full  discussion  of  that  business  will  soon  come  on  when  it  is  to  be  ex- 
pected that  our  affairs  in  that  quarter  will  be  put  under  better  regula- 
tion than  hitherto  they  have  been.  The  mischief  that  experience  & 
reason  both  join  in  proving  to  flow  from  the  Sessions  of  Congress 
being  held  in  our  large  Citys,  produced  the  necessity  of  determining 
on  some  place  of  easy  retirement  for  the  federal  government,  and  the 
unhappy  neglect  of  attendance  on  the  part  of  the  Southern  States  has 
furnished  an  opportunity  for  a  Majority  in  Congress  to  fix  on  a  spot 
too  excentric.  My  wishes  would  have  been  to  have  gone  further  south, 
but  of  two  evils  it  was  best  to  choose  the  least,  and  therefore  we 
thought  it  better  to  fix  somewhere  in  retirement  than  to  continue 
wandering,  or  to  fix  in  the  midst  of  dissipation.3 

We  had  but  just  determined  upon  sending  a  Minister  to  the  Court 
of  London  (Mr  John  Adams)  when  this  day  28th  Feby.,  we  receive  a 
letter  from  our  Commissioners,  for  making  treaties  &c.  at  Paris,  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  Minister  from  London  to 
Versailles,  to  our  Ministers,  in  answer  to  a  proposition  from  them  for 
making  a  treaty  of  Commerce  with  G.  Britain  &  for  settling  other 
points  of  difficulty  arising  from  the  late  peace — In  which  his  Grace  de- 
clares the  determination  of  his  Court  to  be  ready  to  settle  all  these  af- 
fairs upon  terms  of  equal  &  lasting  good  to  both  countries  whenso- 
ever the  U.  States  shall  send  to  their  Court  a  Minister  properly 
authorised  for  the  business.4  This  looks  well  at  least — and  we  shall 
shortly  make  the  experiment  of  their  sincerity.  The  King  of  Prussia 
thinks  that  there  will  be  no  war  between  the  Emperor  &  Holland,  and 
indeed  it  does  now  seem  probable  that  his  judgement  will  prove  right. 
I  have  sent  the  letter  you  committed  to  my  care  for  the  Marquis  on  to 
France  by  the  packet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  esteem  and  regard  dear  Sir 
Your  most  obedient  &  very  humble  servant, 

Richard  Henry  Lee 

RC  (DLC:  Washington  Papers). 

1  Washington's  February  8  letter  is  in  Washington,  Papers  (Abbot),  Confederation  Se- 
ries, 2:330-33.  With  it  he  enclosed  the  originals  of  a  December  20,  1784,  letter  from  Sir 
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James  Jay  in  New  York  enclosing  a  March  20  letter  from  Selena  Hastings,  the  Countess 
of  Huntingdon,  and  her  April  8  address  "To  the  Friends  of  Religion  and  Humanity  in 
America"  outlining  her  plan  to  convert  and  civilize  the  Indians  of  North  America 
through  a  system  of  British  missionary  schools  and  colleges,  for  which  see  ibid.,  pp. 
198-222.  For  Washington's  January  25  reply  to  Sir  James  Jay  and  February  27  response 
to  the  Countess  of  Huntingdon,  see  ibid.,  pp.  291-93,  392-94. 

2  Gov.  Patrick  Henry's  February  3  letter  to  the  Virginia  delegates,  enclosing  copies  of 
a  letter  from  Sir  James  Jay  of  December  20,  1784,  in  which  he  transmitted  the  Countess 
of  Huntingdon's  April  8  letter  and  "address,"  was  laid  before  Congress  on  February  17. 
See  /CC,  28:77n.l;  and  PCC,  item  71.  2:383-418. 

3  Remainder  of  letter  added  February  28. 

4  According  to  Charles  Thomson's  despatch  book,  Congress  received  on  February  28 
from  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  Thomas  Jefferson  their  "2nd  Report  to  Con- 
gress" of  December  15,  1784,  with  seven  enclosures,  the  last  two  being  copies  of  a 
November  24  letter  to  them  from  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  British  ambassador  to  France, 
and  their  December  9  reply.  See  PCC,  item  116,  fols.  54-61,  132-40,  item  185,  3:114; 
and  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-89,  1:515-17,  542-45. 


New  Hampshire  Delegates  to  Meshech  Weare 

Sir  New  York  Feby  27th.  1 785 

We  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  on  the  25th  in- 
stant the  honorable  Arthur  Lay  [Lee]  Esqr  arrived  in  this  city,  and 
presented  to  Congress  several  medals  given  by  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  Indians  in  the  middle  district  which  they  had  delivered 
to  the  commissioners  for  settling  a  treaty  with  them.1  In  the  treaties 
which  have  been  completed  with  the  Indians  about  thirty  millions  of 
acres  of  land  have  been  obtained  which  in  our  opinion  is  a  quantity 
sufficient  to  form  one  new  state  and  half  of  another.  These  lands  we 
hope  will  very  soon  be  put  in  such  a  train  as  to  be  the  means  in  some 
measure  of  releiving  the  public  credit.  Congress  in  pursuance  of  their 
resolution  to  erect  buildings  for  their  accommodations  have  pro- 
ceeded to  elect  commissioners  for  that  purpose — and  accordingly 
made  choice  of  the  honorabl  Robert  Morris  Esqr  of  Pennsylvania, 
General  Dickerson  of  Newjer[s]ey,  and  General  Schuyler  of  this  State 
for  to  carry  this  business  into  effect  the  gentlemen  first  mentioned 
have  accepted  their  appointment,  from  the  other  no  answer  has  been 
received.  We  have  thought  it  our  duty  to  obstruct  this  measure  as 
much  as  was  in  our  power  from  the  pursuasion  that  the  State  we  have 
the  honor  to  represent  is  not  under  its  present  embarrassments  able 
to  advance  cash  for  the  purpose,  we  wished  at  least  to  have  gained 
time  to  have  consulted  our  constituents  on  the  subject — but  although 
we  had  the  sujoport  of  some  other  States  in  our  ojjposition  yet  it  was 
carried  against  us.  The  buildings  however  are  as  yet  on  paper  only  and 
probably  will  not  soon  become  more  substantial  unless  the  commis- 
sioners can  contrive  means  to  erect  them  without  calling  on  the  re- 
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spective  states  for  the  moneys  for  that  purpose — perhaps  it  may  be  ef- 
fected by  making  a  purchase  of  so  much  land  over  what  may  be 
wanted  by  the  United  States  as  when  sold  will  complete  the  business. 

Yesterday  Congress  went  into  the  election  of  a  minister  to  the  court 
of  London2 — when  the  Honble.  John  Adams  Esqr  was  made  choice  of 
by  nine  states — instructions  will  be  forwarded  with  his  commission  rel- 
ative to  the  western  posts  and  other  matters  interesting  to  the  states.  It 
is  our  wish  not  to  multiply  ministers  in  Europe  and  it  will  be  our  en- 
deavour, that  the  removal  of  Mr  Adams  from  the  United  Netherlands 
shall  be  supplied  a  charges  des  affairs  to  reside  in  Holland.  We  con- 
ceive the  expected  arrival  of  Mr  Guardoque  from  Spain  in  that  char- 
acter will  render  abortive  any  motion  to  appoint  a  resident  minister  at 
the  court  of  Madrid. 

We  have  further  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  such  measures  have 
been  adopted  by  congress  as  we  hope  will  prove  effectual  to  obtain 
treaties  with  the  Reginers  [Regencies]  of  Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli.3 

A  committee  consisting  of  a  member  from  each  State  have  under 
consideration  an  estimate  and  requisition — as  also  the  subject  of  coin 
and  a  mint  but  have  as  yet  made  no  report  thereon. 

Congress  have  resolved  that  the  appointment  of  ministers  to  for- 
eign courts  shall  be  for  three  years  only  unless  rechosen,  and  subject 
to  be  recalled  at  any  time. 

We  must  beg  the  favour  of  your  Excellency  to  lay  before  the  honor- 
able Council  our  necessity  for  a  further  advance  of  cash. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Abiel  Foster 

Pierce  Long 

Tr  (DLC:  Peter  Force  Collection). 

1  There  is  no  mention  in  the  journals  of  such  a  presentation  or  of  Lee's  return  from 
his  mission  as  commissioner  to  the  Indians. 

2  This  election  was  actually  made  on  February  24.  SeeJCC,  28:98. 

3  SeeJCC,  28:65-66;  and  Pennsylvania  Delegates  to  John  Dickinson,  March  9. 


Samuel  Holten  to  John  Hancock 

Sir,  New  York,  28th.  February,  1785. 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  your  Excellency,  Congress  have 
proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Minister  to  the  court  of  London,  &  after 
considerable  time  being  spent,  debating  upon  the  propriety  of  the 
measure,  8c  who  should  be  the  person,  it  terminated  in  favor  of  the 
honorable  John  Adams,  being  elected  by  nine  states  out  of  eleven  that 
were  present.1 
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Two  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  Congress  to  superintend 
the  building  of  their  fcederal  town  have  accepted  (viz.)  Messrs.  Morris 
&  Dickinson,  Genl.  Schuylers  answer  has  not  yet  come  to  hand;  so  that 
if  Congress  had  money  enough,  I  should  expect  to  hear  of  a  number 
of  elegant  buildings  being  erected  in  a  short  time.2 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  consideration,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient  servant,  S.  Holten 

RC  (M-Ar:  Revolutionary  War  Letters) . 

1  This  February  24  vote  was  not  recorded  in  Secretary  Thomson's  journals.  See  JCC, 
28:98. 

2  For  Philip  Schuyler's  refusal  to  accept  this  appointment  and  the  difficulties  experi- 
enced in  trying  to  obtain  the  consent  of  a  third  commissioner,  see  Charles  Thomson  to 
Philemon  Dickinson,  et  al.,  February  14,  note  2.  For  the  ultimate  collapse  of  the  vision 
of  a  federal  town  on  the  Delaware,  largely  because  Congress  did  not  in  fact  have 
"money  enough"  for  the  project,  see  Kenneth  R.  Bowling,  The  Creation  of  Washington, 
D.C.  The  Idea  and  Location  of  the  American  Capital  (Fairfax,  Va.:  George  Mason  University 
Press,  1991),  pp.  69-70. 


Samuel  Holten  to  David  Sewall 

Dear  Sir.  New  York  February  [28] ,  1 785 

I  have  receiv'd  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  the  19th  ul- 
timo; it  will  always  give  me  pleasure  to  comply  with  your  wishes,  the  states 
that  are  "deficient  in  granting  the  Impost  of  5  pr.  Cent" — are  Rhode  Is- 
land, Georgia,  &  N.  York,  this  latter  has  it  at  this  time  under  considera- 
tion; I  sensibly  feel  with  you,  respecting  the  state  of  our  finances,  and 
they  are  now  under  deliberation  of  a  grand  comee.  of  Congress. 

The  affairs  of  Vermont,  or  New  Hampshire  grants  respecting  being 
admitted  into  the  union  are,  I  conclude  in  the  same  state  they  were  in 
some  years  since,  not  having  heard  them  mentioned  in  Congress  for  a 
length  of  time;  and  I  can  only  add,  as  my  opinion,  that  there  is  little 
prospect  of  their  being  considered  as  a  State  by  Congress  at  present. 

"Old  continental  paper  money,"  is  to  have  another  hearing  in  Con- 
gress in  a  short  time,  but  what  determination  it  will  produce,  I  con- 
sider as  uncertain,  as  when  the  state  of  Vermont,  so  called,  will  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  union;  however,  I  am  sure  the  delegates  from  Masstts. 
will  carefully  attend  to  the  same  for  they  are  sensible  how  much  their 
constituents  are  interested  in  the  matter. 

As  to  there  being  a  commercial  treaty  with  G.B.:  I  consider  our  com- 
missioners in  Europe  fully  authorized  to  treat  upon  the  subject,  but 
the  prospect  of  success  may  be  but  small.  Whether  Congress  are  "au- 
thorized to  regulate  trade,"  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you,  to  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation,  which  you  are  so  well  acquainted  with,  however, 
Congress  have  it  in  contemplation  to  propose  to  the  several  states  ad- 
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ditional  powers  to  be  vested  in  them  For  a  certain  time,  at  least  re- 
specting this  matter. 

I  am  fully  in  sentiment  with  you  respecting  Congress's  sitting  in  a 
large  commercial  city,  but  we  are  to  have  a  foederal  town  erected,  8c 
two  of  the  commissioners  to  superintend  the  same  have  accepted 
their  appointments  (viz)  Messrs.  Morris  8c  Dickinson,  however,  I  con- 
sider it  uncertain  when  the  buildings,  &c,  will  be  ready  For  the  recep- 
tion of  Congress,  as  some  money  will  be  necessary  to  compleat  the 
same,  8c  where  are  we  to  procure  it,  8c  pay  our  other  just  debts. 

The  consideration  of  an  appointment  of  a  minister  to  the  Court  of 
London,  8c  who  should  be  the  person  took  up  considerable  time,  but 
at  length  it  terminated  in  Favor  of  the  Honorable  John  Adams,  being 
elected  by  nine  states  out  of  Eleven  that  were  present. 

The  fortresses  on  our  northern  frontiers  being  still  in  the  hands  of 
the  British,  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  as  it  respects  the  Court  of 
Spain,  the  settlement  of  our  western  Country,  added  to  the  state  of 
our  finances  makes  great  attention  of  Congress  necessary. 

The  affairs  of  the  Emperor  8c  their  high  Mightinesses  must  be  im- 
portant in  their  nature,  &  serious  in  their  consequences;  but  as  winter 
is  the  time  to  negotiate,  possibly  it  may  be  settled. 

I  have,  with  perfect  respect,  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient 

FC  (DLC:  Miscellaneous  Manuscripts).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten  and  endorsed  by 
him:  "Copy  of  a  letter  to  the  honorable  David  Sewall,  February  28th.  1785." 


John  Sitgreaves  to 
John  Gray  Blount  and  Thomas  Blount 

Gentlemen  New  York  28th  Feby.  1 785. 

My  last  to  you  was  written  early  in  January  just  before  my  Departure 
from  Phila.  for  this  place.  I  have  long  flattered  myself  with  a  Hope  of 
hearing  from  you,  but  have  not  had  that  pleasure  yet,  this  perhaps 
may  be  attributed  to  the  interruption  the  post  has  suffered  from  the 
severity  of  the  season  &  to  the  negligence  8c  irregularities  of  that  es- 
tablishment. I  have  at  last  received  some  Letters  by  that  Conveyance 
from  my  Friends  in  Carolina  that  were  the  immoderate  time  of  40 
days  on  the  road,  from  this  Circumstance  I  doubt  whether  all  the  Let- 
ters I  have  written  you  are  yet  come  to  hand.  I  hope  this  Evil  will  soon 
be  remedied.  Congress  disapprove  of  the  Conduct  of  the  Officers  who 
have  the  superintendance  of  this  department  8c  will  very  soon  take 
Measures  for  their  better  Regulation.1  Not  long  since  I  was  favor'd 
with  a  Letter  from  your  Brother  Mr.  Wm.  Blount  stadng  the  propriety 
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of  my  return  home  in  March  (if  possible)  with  reasons  that  were  suffi- 
ciently powerful  to  induce  me  to  adopt  his  advice.  This  impels  me  to 
address  you  on  the  subject  of  money,  the  want  of  which  might  prevent 
my  return  when  nothing  else  wou'd,  having  found  it  impracticable  to 
leave  this  so  early  as  to  enable  me  to  be  at  home  by  March  term.  I 
have  concluded  so  to  regulate  my  Measures  as  to  return  time  enough 
for  the  ensuing  term  of  our  Court  which  will  be  the  second  Monday  in 
May.  Nothing  shall  prevent  me  from  this  step  but  the  want  of  money  & 
I  am  sure  a  disappointment  in  that  article  must  be  owing  to  the  Trea- 
sury if  it  happens  to  me  at  all. 

Before  I  left  Phila  Mr.  Barr  informed  me  you  had  shippd  him  a 
Cargo  out  of  which  he  was  directed  to  pay  me  Two  hundred  &  fifty 
Dollars,  part  of  this  he  then  advanced  Me,  the  remainder  he  has  not 
yet  remitted  owing  to  a  detention  of  the  Cargo  by  the  Ice  below  Phila, 
he  writes  me,  he  shall  soon  dispose  of  it  8c  will  then  remit,  the  Ballance. 

Before  I  left  Phila.  being  pressed  much  for  Money  to  pay  off  my  Ex- 
pences  there  &  enable  me  to  come  here  I  was  compelled  to  make  use 
of  One  hundred  8c  sixty  Dollars,  the  amt.  of  a  Bill  drawn  by  Major 
Carnes  in  favour  of  Mr.  W.  Blount  on  Messrs.  Stuart  8c  Barr.  As  this  was 
contrary  to  his  Wish  when  he  gave  me  the  Bill,  designing  it  I  beleive 
for  Mr.  Ben  Smith,  I  coud  wish  it  Might  be  replaced  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, that  no  Inconvenience  might  arise  from  my  using  it. 

My  Brother  writes  me  that  the  Sheriff  of  Craven  will  take  up  all  my 
Warrants  with  the  present  Collection.  You  may  remember  that  two  or 
three  of  them  were  left  in  your  hands  some  time  before  I  came  from 
home.  I  mention  this  because  he  expresses  ignorance  of  what  has  be- 
come of  them  all. 

I  have  no  late  News  to  write  you.  A  French  Packet  arrived  yesterday. 
If  she  brings  any  News  it  has  not  yet  transpired,  the  public  Dispatches 
by  this  Mail  give  us  no  accounts  of  the  Emperor  8c  the  Dutch.  I  think 
there  is  great  probability  Matters  will  be  made  up  between  them  this 
winter.  Congress  a  few  days  since  appointed  John  Adams,  the  late  Min- 
ister at  the  Hague,  Minister  to  the  Court  of  London.  They  have  also 
appointed  Genl.  Schuyler,  Robt.  Morris  8c  Phil.  Dickinson  of  thejer- 
sies  Commissioners  for  carrying  into  Execution  the  Ordinance  for 
building  a  fcederal  Town  &c. 

I  intended  by  this  post  to  have  sent  you  the  prices  current  of  this 
place  but  I  am  disappointed  in  getting  them  &  have  not  time  to  wait 
as  the  Mail  will  soon  be  closed.  I  must  defer  it  till  the  Opportunity  by 
Capt.  Tinker  who  sails  next  week  for  New  Bern  &  will  no  doubt  get 
there  before  this  does. 

Please  present  my  respects  to  Mrs.  J.  G.  Blount  &  beleive  me  to  be 
Gentlemen,  With  respect,  Your  most  obedt.  Servt. 

[no  Sitgreaves 
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RC  (Nc-Ar:  Blount  Papers).  Addressed:  "Messrs.  J  G  &  T  Blount." 

1  For  the  committee  report  on  the  Post  Office  submitted  to  Congress  this  day,  which 
recommended  "That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  additional  Ordinance 
for  the  better  regulating  of  the  Post  Office,"  see/CC,  28:7n,  109,  158n. 


North  Carolina  Delegates  to  Alexander  Martin 

Sir,  New  York  March  1  st  1 785 

Congress  since  their  meeting  in  this  City  have  chosen  three  Com- 
missioners of  the  Treasury  in  lieu  of  those  Gentlemen  who  were  ap- 
pointed at  Annapolis  last  Year,  who  have  declined  accepting  that  ap- 
pointment. The  Gentlemen  now  chosen  are  Mr.  John  L.  Gervis  of 
South  Carolina,  Mr  Samuel  Osgood  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr  Walter 
Livingston  of  this  state.1 

General  Schuyler,  Mr.  Robert  Morris  &  General  P.  Dickinson  are  ap- 
pointed Commissioners  to  carry  into  effect,  the  ordinance  of  the  23d 
December  last  respecting  the  fcederal  Town.2  This  ordinance  was 
transmitted  to  your  Excellency  by  the  Secretary  of  Congress. 

We  have  reed,  accounts  of  a  Vessel  belonging  to  Alexandria  in  Vir- 
ginia, being  captured  by  one  of  the  Barbary  Corsairs  &  carried  into 
Algiers.  By  the  last  accounts  the  Vessel  was  not  condemned,  and  as  she 
was  only  in  ballast  bound  from  Cadiz  to  Madiera,  perhaps  they  may 
give  her  up.  The  depredations  of  those  pirates  unless  speedily  put  an 
end  to  by  making  a  treaty  with  them,  may  prove  very  injurious  to  the 
Commerce  of  the  United  States,  Congress  have  taken  such  steps  as 
they  think  will  accomplish  this  desireable  end.3 

The  British  Court  having  taken  no  steps  to  comply  with  that  article 
of  the  treaty  which  respects  the  delivery  of  the  Posts  on  our  Western 
frontiers,  but  on  the  contrary  it  is  said,  that  they  have  reinforced  the 
Garrisons,  and  are  repairing  the  fortifications:  And  every  account 
from  Europe  convincing  us  of  the  unfavorable  disposition  of  that 
Court  towards  us,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  send  a  Minister  to  that 
Court,  to  insist  on  the  delivery  of  the  Western  Posts,  and  a  compensa- 
tion for  the  negroes  that  were  carried  away  in  open  Violation  of  the 
Definitive  treaty  of  Peace,  and  to  prevent  matters  from  getting  to  that 
pass,  which  might  again  involve  us  in  a  War  with  that  nation.  Mr.  John 
Adams  is  the  person  elected  for  this  purpose.4 

Congress  have  directed  that  the  Comptroller  shall,  until  the  board 
of  treasury  are  organised,  appoint  Commissioners  to  settle  the  ac- 
counts of  the  states,  against  the  United  States.5  As  soon  as  the  Dele- 
gates find  a  proper  person  for  that  purpose,  they  will  have  one  ap- 
pointed for  the  state  of  North  Carolina. 

Our  Commissioners  have  concluded  a  second  treaty  with  the  Indi- 
ans at  fort  Mcintosh,  but  as  Congress  have  not  yet  either  ratified  the 
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present  or  former  treaty  with  the  Indians,  we  don't  look  upon  our- 
selves at  liberty  to  transmit  copies  of  them  to  Your  Excellency.6 

We  make  no  doubt  but  Your  Excellency  have  taken  the  proper  steps 
to  have  us  relieved  at  the  expiration  of  our  tour  of  duty,  by  ordering 
on  the  other  Delegates,  so  that  they  may  be  here  by  the  first  of  May,  at 
which  time  the  six  months,  we  are  to  stay  pursuant  to  the  Resolve  of 
the  general  assembly  passed  in  May  1784  expires.7  But  lest  Your  Excel- 
lency may  have  omitted  to  take  these  steps,  we  must  request  You  to 
order  on  the  other  Delegates  to  relieve  us  at  that  time;  as  our  private 
business  demands  our  attention  at  home,  and  we  must  whether  releived 
or  not,  leave  Congress  the  beginning  of  May,  in  which  case,  if  the 
other  delegates  don't  come  forward,  the  state  will  not  be  represented. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  &c  Richard  D.  Spaight 

Jno.  Sitgreaves 

Tr  (Nc-Ar:  Governors'  Letterbooks). 

1  See  Charles  Thomson  to  John  Lewis  Gervais  and  Samuel  Osgood,  February  14. 

2  See  Charles  Thomson  to  Philemon  Dickinson  et  al.,  February  14. 

3  That  is,  Congress  had  authorized  the  expenditure  of  up  to  $80,000  by  the  American 
commissioners  abroad  to  negotiate  commercial  treaties  with  Algiers,  Morocco,  Tripoli, 
and  Tunis.  JCC,  28:65-66.  See  also  Abiel  Foster  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  March  26,  note. 

4  See  Samuel  Holten  to  John  Hancock,  February  28,  note  1. 

5  See  JCC,  28:92;  and  Pennsylvania  Delegates  to  John  Dickinson,  January  27,  note  2. 

6  See  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Patrick  Henry,  February  14,  note  4. 

7  By  resolve  of  the  North  Carolina  legislature  adopted  May  31,  1784,  the  state  was  to 
be  represented  constantly  by  three  delegates  from  a  slate  of  six  elected  annually,  three 
attending  from  the  first  Monday  in  November  until  "relieved  by  the  others  at  the  expi- 
ration of  six  months,  or  sooner  or  later  as  the  delegates  may  judge  proper,  always  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  intentions  of  the  legislature  as  to  the  number  constandy  attending." 
Journal  of  the  House  of  Commons  (April  1784  session),  p.  61,  DLC(ESR).  Thus  Spaight 
and  Sitgreaves  were  expecting  to  be  relieved  by  three  of  the  other  four  delegates 
elected  with  them — William  dimming,  Adlai  Osborn,  Thomas  Person,  and  Benjamin 
Smith.  Hugh  Williamson,  who  was  also  attending  at  this  time  but  had  been  elected  April 
23,  1784,  under  a  different  resolve,  would  be  ineligible  to  attend  Congress  after  Mav  13. 
See  JCC,  27:392,  645. 

As  Spaight  was  ill  for  several  weeks  from  late  March,  and  Sitgreaves  returned  home 
early  in  May,  North  Carolina  was  not  represented  in  Congress  from  May  6,  1785  to  May 
3,  1786,  Cumming  attending  alone  ftom  July  21  to  October  17,  1785.  Osborn,  Person, 
and  Smith  never  attended. 


Charles  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book 

[March  1-31,  1785] 
March  1.  Sent  to  the  Commissioner  for  settling  Accounts  of  the 
Army  Memorial  Thos.  Wylie  &  John  Jordan  to  be  allowed  commuta- 
tion for  half  pay — referred  March  1st  to  him  to  report.1 
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Transmitted  to  Mr.  Milligan  Copy  of  the  Order  referring  the 
above  papers.2 

5.  Deliver'd  Francis  Carbonneaux,  Copy  resolution  of  Congress 
of  4th  Inst,  ordering  him  an  advance  of  300  Dollars — with  Presidents 
Warrant  subjoined.3 

Copy  of  Appointment  of  Commissi-,  to  the  Kaskaskies  &  Illi- 
nois settlements.4 

Copy  of  Act  of  Cession  from  Virginia  8c  the  Acceptance 
thereof  by  Congress.5 

Copy  of  Act  for  temporary  government  of  new  Western  States.6 

Deliver'd  Mr  Gerry  Copy  of  report  of  Secretary  for  F.  Affairs 
relative  to  Richard  Soderstrom  of  3d  Inst,  as  also  of  its  enclosure  rep- 
resentation by  Sears  8c  Smith  of  his  conduct  towards  them.7 

Deliver'd  Mr  Howell  Copies  of  the  Two  Indian  Treaties.8 

Deliv'd  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  Copy  of  the  Treaty 
made  with  the  Indians  at  Fort  Mcintosh.9 

Sent  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  Resolution  of  the 
1st  Inst,  relative  to  Accounts  of  the  late  Lt.  Col.  J.  Laurens.10 

Delivd.  Mr.  Read  a  Copy  of  the  above  (respecting  Lauren's). 
8th.  Deliver'd  Mr  A.  Lee  Copy  of  Resolution  of  4th  Inst,  allowing 
him  the  sum  of  1977  70/90  dollars  in  full  for  his  services  &  as  Corre- 
sponding Agent  in  London.11 

Sent  to  the  Comptroller  of  Accounts  a  Copy  of  the  above. 

Deliver'd  Mr  Duer  a  second  Copy  of  Resolution  of  18  Ul- 
timo for  advancing  him  3000  Dollars.12 

9.  Delived.  Mr  Long  Copy  of  resolution  of  7th  Inst,  relative  to 
Jotham  Blanchard.13 

Forwarded  to  Genl.  Knox  by  the  Honbl.  E.  Gerry — a  Letter 
from  the  Secy,  of  Congress  enclosing  Copy  of  the  Ordinance  for  regu- 
lating the  War  Depart,  ditto  of  Resolution  fixing  the  Salary  8c  ditto  of 
his  Election  as  Secy,  at  War — 8  March  1785.14 

Forwarded  to  James  Milligan  Esq.  the  following 

Copy  of  Resolution  of  4  Inst,  fixing  salary  of  Secy,  at  War15 

Ditto  Resolution  7  do.  relative  to  payment  of  balance 
of  Jotham  Blanchard's  Accot.16 

Ditto  of  March  8th  relative  to  Accounts  of  S.  Parsons17 

Ditto  Election  of  Secretary  at  War.18 

Ditto  resolve  of  8  Inst,  in  favor  of  Officers  who  retired  under 
the  resolve  of  31  December  1781.19 

Ditto  Resolve  of  8th  Instant  on  Memorial  Col.  Livingston  & 
Memorial  of  John  Buchanan  under  Cover  directed  to  John  Pierce  Esq. 
referred  to  him  to  report  with  Copy  of  Order  Certified.20 

Deliver'd  Mr.  Saml.  Parsons  Copy  of  Resolutions  of  8th  Inst, 
relative  to  the  settlement  of  his  Accot. — 2d  Copy  of  the  above  en- 
dorsed South  Carolina  which  he  has  promised  to  forward  to  the  Gov- 
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ernor  of  that  State — as  also  the  following  papers  which  came  enclosed 
in  his  Letter  to  Congress  of  18  January  last.-1 

Viz  Papers  from  No.  1  to  13  inclusive  & 

Certificate  of  Marquis  De  Bouille  (receipt  token  &  filed).22 

Deliver'd  Mr  Silas  Talbot  Copy  of  Resolve  of  8th  Inst,  in 
favour  of  Officers  who  retired  under  the  resolve  of  31  Decemr.  1781. 

Deliver'd  Mr  Remsen  to  be  filed  in  the  Office  for  Foreign 
Affairs  a  Formal  Communication  from  Mr  Marbois,  enclosed  with  his 
Letter  of  28  January  1785.23 

11th.  Transmitted  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia  Copy  of  resolution 
of  10th  Inst,  confirming  the  appot.  of  A.  Dunscomb  as  Commisr.  of 
said  State.24 

12th.  Transmitted  to  James  Milligan  Esq.  Copy  of  the  above  and 
also  of  the  Appot.  of  Thomas  Jefferson  as  Minister  to  the  Court  of  Ver- 
sailles.25 

Delivered  Col.  Beatty  two  Copies  of  Resolution  of  11  Febru- 
ary relative  to  Accounts  of  Major  Hopkins.26 

Transmitted  to  the  several  States  from  New  Hampshire  to 
Georgia  inclusive  2  Copies  to  each  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress 
from  1st  November  1784  to  the  1st  February  1785  inclusive.27 

Deliver'd  the  following  Members  One  Copy  each  of  the 
above  viz  Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Long,  Mr.  Holten,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr. 
Howell,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  W.  Liv- 
ingston, Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Beatty,  Mr.  Cadwallader,  Mr.  Stewart,  Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Gardner,  Mr.  McHenry,  Mr.  J.  Henry,  Mr.  Hindman,  Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Monroe,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Grayson,  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Spaight,  Mr. 
Sitgreaves,  Mr.  Bull,  Mr.  Pinckney,  Mr.  Houstoun,  Mr.  Grayson.28 
14.  Transmitted  James  Milligan  Esq.  Six  Copies  of  the  above. 
17th.  Forwarded  to  the  Gentlemen  appointed  Commisrs.  of  the 
Board  of  Treasury  One  Copy  each  of  resolution  of  15th  relative2-' 

Transmitted  Mr  John  Brown  a  Letter  of  Secy,  of  Congress 
enclosing — Copy  of  Act  20  December  1784  ditto 

Ordinance  23  Ditto  relative  to  federal  buildings  8c  the  Ap- 
pointment of  Commisrs.  to  carry  the  same  into  execution.30 
21st.  Transmitted  James  Milligan  Comptroller  of  Accounts 

Copy  of  resolution  of  15th  Inst,  relative  to  security  to  be 
given  by  Commisrs.  of  the  Bd.  of  Treasury." 

ditto  of  15th  relative  to  appointment  of  their  Commisrs.  for 
treating  with  Southern  Indians  8cc.  &c. — 2d  Copy  sent  him32 

Copy  of  Appointment  of  Mr  J.  Brown  as  one  of  the  Commisrs. 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  Ordinance  of  23d  Decemr.  178433 

Copy  of  resolution  of  16th  Inst,  relative  to  an  allowance  <>l 
1500  dollars  to  R.  R.  Livingston  late  Secrety.  for  Foreign  Affairs.11 

Copy  of  ditto  of  17th  Inst,  relative  to  an  advance  of  3266 
66/90  dollars  to  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton.35 
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50  printed  Copies  of  resolution  of  17th  Inst,  calling  upon  all 
persons  having  unliquidated  Claims  against  the  U.S.  to  bring  them  in 
for  adjustment  within  One  twelve  month  from  the  above  date  &c.  &c.36 
Transmitted  to  the  several  States  one  Certified  Copy  of  the 
above  under  cover  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secy,  of  Congress  (Vide  his 
Letter  Book).37 

22d.  Transmitted  James  Milligan  Esq. 

Copy  of  resolutions  of  the  18  relative  to  Indian  Affairs.38 
ditto  the  Appointment  of  5  Commissioners — 21st  Inst.39 
Copy  of  an  Order  of  21st  Inst,  referring  A.  Stewart's  Memo- 
rial to  the  Pay  Master  General  (Originals  with  Copy  of  said  Order  di- 
rected to  Mr  Pierce  sent  to  the  care  of  Mr  Milligan)40 

Copies  of  resolutions  of  21st  Inst,  in  favour  of — 

Lieut  Col.  Lewis  Attayataghiangta — for  600  dollars  with 
Interest41 

Timothy  Devine  a  Canadian — for  60  Dollars42 
Doctor  Pellon  Ditto — for  ditto43 

Copy  of  resolution  21st  Inst,  directing  Secy,  in  War  Office 
to  discharge  Troops  not  in  actual  service — Board  of  Treasury  to  pay 
said  Troops  out  of  requisitions  for  1784. 

Deliverd.  Attayataghiangta,  Devine  &  Pellon  each  a  Copy 
of  a  resolution  of  21  Inst,  (as  above)  with  Presidents  Warrant  annexed. 
Sent  Secy,  in  War  Office  Copy  of  resolution  of  21st  Inst,  rela- 
tive to  discharging  Troops  not  in  actual  service  &c. 

23.  Deliver'd  R.  R.  Livingston  Copy  of  Resoludon  of  16  Inst,  al- 
lowing him  1500  dollars  &c.45 

Sent  to  the  Secretary  in  the  War  Office — 

Copy  Resolution  22  Inst,  directing  Mr.  Hillegas  Esq.  to  ad- 
vance to  P.  Audibert  depy.  Pay  Master  Gl.  608  dollars  Amot.  of  subsis- 
tence due  Officers  in  service  for  February  &  March.46 

do. of  d.  of  22d  Inst,  in  favour  of  Major  North.47 

Transmitted  Mr.  Milligan  Copies  of  above  2  Resolutions  as 
also  report  of  a  Comte.  on  a  Letter  H.  Remsen48  referred  to  him  to 
take  order. 

Sent  to  War  Office  Copy  of  Resolution  22d  Inst,  respecting 
Lieut  Col.  Derricks.49 

Sent  to  Joseph  Pennell  a  Report  of  a  Committee  on  a  Letter 
1 1  th  Inst,  from  him — referred  to  him  to  take  Order.50 

24.  Vide  Secretary's  Letter  Book  for  transmission  of  sundry  pa- 
pers relative  to  proposed  Treaty  with  Southern  Indians.51 

Sent  to  the  President  2  Copies  of  resolution  of  18th  Inst,  rel- 
adve  to  the  proposed  Treaty  with  the  Indians  at  Post  Vincent,52  One 
Copy  endorsed  A.  Lee  Esq. 

Sent  to  Oliver  Wolcott  &  Richd.  Butler  each  a  Copy  of  the 
above. 
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Vide  Secretary's  Letter  Book  for  transmission  of  sundry 
papers  to  the  president  of  New  Hampshire  &  The  Governors  of 
Rhode  Island  &  Massachusetts.53 

30.  Sent  to  the  Governor  of  New  York  Copy  of  Memorial  of  Mer- 
chants of  the  City  of  New  York — as  also  a  resolution  of  28th  Inst,  refer- 
ring it  to  the  Legislature  of  said  State.54 

31st.  Deliver'd  Mr  Pinckney  One  sett  of  Bishop  Willson's 
Works.55 

MS  (DNA:  PCC,  item  181).  In  the  hand  of  Benjamin  Bankson  and  John  Fisher.  A  con- 
tinuation of  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book,  February  4—28,  1785. 

i  See/CC,  28:1 12n,  197n,  622n. 

'-'  Following  this  entry  the  following  receipt,  signed  by  Walter  Livingston,  appears  in 
the  memorandum  book:  "Reed.  March  3d.  1 785  from  the  Secretary's  Office  of  Congress 
a  Letter  dated  21st  October  1782  from  the  Supt.  of  Finance  to  Congress,"  for  which  see 
Morris,  Papers  (Ferguson),  6:635-38. 

syCC,  28:115. 

4  For  the  March  1  appointment  of  William  S.  Smith  as  commissioner  to  the  Kaskaskia 
and  Illinois  settlements,  see/CC,  28:87,  106n,  112n. 

s/CC,  26:1 12-17. 

6  Ibid.,  pp.  274-79. 

7  Secretary  Jay's  March  2  (not  3)  report  on  Richard  Soderstrom  is  in  PCC,  item  80, 
1:89-92;  the  February  23  representation  of  Sears  &  Smith  is  at  item  78,  21:353-59. 

8  That  is,  the  treaty  negotiated  October  22,  1784,  at  Fort  Stanwix,  and  that  of  January 
21,  1785,  at  Fort  Mcintosh.  See/CC,  28:423-26. 

9  Ibid.,  pp.  424-26. 

10  Ibid.,  pp.  111-12. 
ii  Ibid.,  pp.  114-15. 
12  Ibid.,  p.  81. 
'Hbid.,p.  121. 

14  See  Thomson  to  Henry  Knox,  March  9. 

15/CC,  28:115. 

'6  Ibid.,  p.  121. 

i' Ibid.,  p.  129. 

I*  Ibid. 

is  Ibid. 

2"  Ibid.,  p.  130. 

21  Samuel  Parson's  letter  is  in  PCC,  item  78,  18:535-37. 

22  These  enclosures  have  not  been  identified,  but  Parson's  receipt  for  them  is  at  ibid., 
p.  529. 

23  Transcripts  of  these  documents  are  in  PCC,  item  120,  fols.  26-31. 

24  JCC,  28:133-34. 

25  Ibid.,  p.  134. 

26  Ibid.,  p.  58. 

27  This  printing  of  the  journals  has  no  separate  bibliographic  identity,  but  was  later 
bound  with  subsequent  sections  of  1784-85  congressional  proceedings,  for  which  see 
JCC,  29:931;  and  Evans,  Am.  Bibliography,  nos.  19,315-19,316. 

2s  Grayson's  name  was  apparently  inadvertently  repeated. 

29  That  is,  relative  to  the  security  required  of  the  newly  appointed  commissioners  of 
iIk  treasury,  for  which  see/CC,  28:38,  158-59. 

S0John  Brown  (of  Rhode  Island)  had  been  appointed  as  commissioner  for  laying  out 
the  new  federal  town  in  the  place  of  Philip  Schuyler  who  had  declined  the  appoint- 
ment. See/CC,  27:696,  704,  28:165. 
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"  See  note  29. 
'-'/(X,  28:160-62. 
»  Ibid.,  p.  165. 
^  Ibid.,  p.  166. 
'"■Ibid,  p.  170. 
»6  Ibid.,  pp.  166-69. 

:,~  See  Thomson  to  the  States,  March  18. 
m  See  JCC,  28:172-73. 
■'"Ibid.,  pp.  183-84. 

411  For  Congress'  response  to  Alexander  Stewart's  memorial,  see  ibid.,  pp.  37,  185-86. 
41  For  the  compensation  awarded  the  Oneida  chief  Louis  Atavataghronghla,  see  ibid., 
p.  185. 

«  Ibid.,  p.  186. 
«  Ibid. 

44  Ibid.,  p.  185. 
«  Ibid.,  p.  166. 
*  Ibid.,  p.  188. 

47  Ibid.,  p.  191. 

48  Ibid.,  pp.  191-92.  Remsen's  undated  letter  ("Read  14  Feby  1785"),  seeking  reim- 
bursement for  public  funds  that  had  been  stolen  from  him,  is  in  PCC,  item  78, 
19:475-78.  A  copy  of  the  March  22  committee  report  on  Remsen's  appeal,  recommend- 
ing that  "he  be  Credited  with  the  sum  of  fixty  six  dollars  stolen  out  of  his  trunk,"  is  in 
PCC,  item  123,  fol.  8. 

«  See  JCC,  28:190. 

50  Ibid.,  p.  191. 

51  See  Thomson's  March  24  letters  to  Certain  States,  to  Samuel  Elbert,  and  to  the  In- 
dian Commissioners. 

52  JCC,  28:180-81. 

53  See  Thomson  to  Certain  States,  March  28. 

54  See  JCC,  28:14n,  199-200.  The  merchants'  December  14,  1784,  petition,  appealing 
for  relief  from  "the  peculiar  hardships. . .  [they]  had  sustained  by  the  Depreciation  of 
the  Continental  Currency,"  is  in  PCC,  item  42,  5:431-32. 

55  See  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book,  April  5-29,  note  6. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Sundry  Printers 

Sir  Circular  March  1st.  1785. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  having  been  pleased  to 
repeal  the  instructions  given  to  me  on  the  2d  December  1784  respect- 
ing Newspapers,  it  becomes  my  Duty  to  inform  you  thereof,  and  to  de- 
sire you  not  to  send  forward  any  more  papers  after  the  receipt  of  this, 
until  you  may  receive  farther  Orders.1  You  will  please  to  send  in  your 
Account  for  the  papers  furnished  that  steps  may  be  taken  for  the  pay- 
ment thereof. 

With  due  respect  I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
Servt.  C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Endorsed:  "Sent  to  Messr  Hall  &  Sellers,  Dunlap  &  Claypole, 
Thomas  Bradford,  Francis  Bailey,  Eleazer  Oswald,  Isaac  Collins, J[ohn)  McLean,  [John] 
Holt,  S[amuel]  Loudon,  Shepard  Kollock." 
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i  For  this  February  28  directive  to  Thomson,  see  JCC,  28:108.  It  had  its  origin  in  a  mo- 
tion offered  on  January  17  by  David  Howell  for  providing  Congress  regular  subscrip- 
tions to  newspapers  from  each  of  the  states,  not  just  those  from  Pennsylvania,  New  Jer- 
sey, and  New  York  as  specified  by  Congress  on  December  2.  Howell's  proposal  had  been 
opposed  by  Hugh  Williamson,  however,  who  countered  that  Congress  should  be  sup- 
plied only  with  newspapers  "published  in  the  place  of  their  present  Residence,"  and  to 
resolve  the  difference  both  motions  were  referred  to  committee.  JCC,  28:5. 

For  the  previous  instruction  herewith  repealed,  see  Thomson  to  Sundry  Printers,  De- 
cember 2,  1784.  In  keeping  with  the  earlier  order,  adopted  when  Congress  was  at  Tren- 
ton, Thomson  had  ordered  40  copies  each  of  the  newspapers  published  by  these  ten 
printers — live  of  whom  were  from  Pennsylvania,  four  from  New  York,  and  one  from  New 
Jersey.  But  he  was  now  instructed  to  subscribe  to  one  newspaper  from  each  of  the  states 
except  New  York,  which  was  to  supply  three,  for  which  see  the  two  following  entries. 


Charles  Thomson  to  the  Delegates  to  Congress 

Gentlemen  Circular  March  1st.  1785. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  having  been  pleased  to 
direct  me  "to  take  order  that  they  may  be  supplied  with  three  copies 
of  such  News  paper  from  each  State  as  may  be  published  by  the 
printer  for  the  State,  or  by  such  other  printer  as  the  Delegates  from 
the  State  may  recommend,  to  be  filed  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary 
and  in  the  Committee  rooms  in  such  manner  that  they  may  be  pre- 
served and  ready  for  Occasional  inspection,"1  I  have  to  request  the 
favour  of  you  to  give  me  the  Name  of  the  printer  for  your  State,  or 
such  other  printer  as  you  will  be  pleased  to  recommend,  that  I  may 
proceed  to  carry  the  above  order  into  Execution.2 

With  due  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen,  Your  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  Servt,  C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "The  honorable  the  Delegates  for  the  States  of 
Newhampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhodeisland,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Pensylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  &  Georgia." 

1  See  JCC,  28:108;  and  the  preceding  entry. 

2  The  following  responses  from  the  various  state  delegations  are  known. 

The  New  Hampshire  delegates,  on  March  2,  recommended  the  New  Hampshire 
Gazette,  "Printed  by  Daniel  Fowle  Esqr.  residing  in  Portsmouth."  PCC,  item  59,  1:181. 

Joseph  P.  Cooke  replied  on  March  2  that  he  was  the  only  Connecticut  delegate  at- 
tending and  could  not  give  an  official  answer  but  recommended  "the  Newspaper  of 
Messrs.  Hudson  and  Goodwin,  printers  in  Hartford."  And  on  April  7  Cooke  and 
William  Samuel  Johnson  officially  recommended  the  New  Haven  Gazette,  "published  by 
Messrs.  Meigs,  Bowen  and  Dana."  Ibid.,  pp.  173,  185. 

Charles  Stewart  writing  in  behalf  of  the  New  Jersey  delegates  on  March  3  recom- 
mended "the  Newspaper  published  by  Isaac  Collins  of  Trenton."  Ibid.,  p.  191. 

The  North  Carolina  delegates  on  March  3  wrote  that  "Mr.  Thomas  Davis  of  New 
Bern,  printei  of  the  North-Carolina  Cazzelle,  is  the  only  printer  at  present  who  publishes 
a  Newspaper.  .  .  ."  Ibid.,  p.  203. 

William  Houstoun  ol  Georgia  on  March  3  recommended  "the  Paper  printed  bv 
James Johnston  in  the  Town  Ol  Savannah."  Ibid.,  p.  21  I. 
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The  Massachusetts  delegates  on  March  7  recommended  ihe  "weekly  Gazette"  <>f 
"Messieurs  Adams  and  Nourse  of  Boston."  Ibid.,  p.  177. 

The  Rhode  Island  delegates  on  March  7  recommended  the  Neutporl  Mercury  pub- 
lished bv  Henry  Barber.  Ibid.,  p.  183. 

The  South  Carolina  delegates,  on  March  7,  recommended  "Mr.  Miller  printer  to  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,"  but  on  April  14  changed  the  recommendation  with  the  follow- 
ing explanation  to  Thomson:  "Mrs.  Timothy  having  been  lately  appointed  Printer  to  the 
State  the  delegates  of  South  Carolina  think  it  their  duty  to  request  that  the  papers  from 
that  state  be  in  future  furnished  from  her  for  the  use  of  Congress."  Ibid.,  pp.  207,  213. 

The  Maryland  delegates  on  March  30  recommended  "Mr.  Goddard  of  Baltimore 
Town."  Ibid.,  p.  199. 

Joseph  Gardner,  in  behalf  of  the  Pennsylvania  delegates,  on  March  31  recommended 
"Messrs.  Dunlap  and  Claypoole  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia."  Ibid.,  p.  195. 

And  John  Vining  of  Delaware  on  July  8  recommended  "Mr.  Jacob  A.  Killen  in  Wilm- 
ington." Ibid.,  p.  215. 

No  recommendation  from  the  Virginia  delegates  has  been  found.  For  the  New  York 
delegates,  see  the  following  entry. 


Charles  Thomson  to  the  New  York  Delegates 

Gentlemen  March  1st.  1785. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  having  been  pleased  to 
direct  me  to  take  order  "that  they  be  supplied  every  day  on  which  a 
News  paper  is  published  in  the  place  of  their  residence  with  a  copy  for 
each  member  and  three  copies  to  be  filed  of  such  paper  as  may  be 
recommended  by  the  Delegates  from  the  State,"1  I  have  to  request  the 
favour  of  you  to  give  me  the  titles  of  the  several  News  papers  which 
you  will  be  pleased  to  recommend,  that  I  may  proceed  to  carry  the 
above  order  into  Execution.2 

With  great  Respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen,  Your  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  Servt.  C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "The  honorable  The  Delegates  for  the  State  of 
New  York." 

1  See/CC,  28:108;  and  the  two  preceding  entries. 

-  For  the  recommendations  of  the  New  York  delegates,  whose  March  3  response  to 
Thomson  is  in  PCC,  item  59,  1:189,  see  Thomson  to  Samuel  Loudon,  Shepard  Kollock, 
and  John  McLean,  March  3. 


Charles  Thomson  to  John  Jay 

Dear  Sir,  Office  of  Secy,  of  Congress,  March  2.  1785. 

I  have  reed,  your  favour  of  the  1st  and  in  answer  thereto  beg  leave 
to  observe  that  by  the  26  Article  of  the  treaty  with  Sweden  and  the  29 
Article  of  the  treaty  with  France  "the  two  contracting  parties  grant  mu- 
tually the  liberty  of  having  each  in  the  ports  of  the  other  Consuls,  vice 
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Consuls,  Agents  and  Commissaries  whose  function  shall  be  regulated 
by  a  particular  agreement."1  No  agreement  has  yet  been  entered  into 
for  this  purpose  with  either  of  those  Courts.  But  it  has  always  been 
thought  necessary  for  foreign  Consuls  to  make  known  their  appoint- 
ments to  Congress,  who  thereupon  order  the  Commissions  to  be  reg- 
istered and  an  Act  of  recognition  to  be  sent  to  the  States  who  are 
called  upon  to  furnish  the  said  Consuls  respectively  with  an  exequatur 
or  notification  of  their  quality.  See  7  Septr.  1781.2  Till  this  is  done  it 
has  not  been  usual  for  any  state  to  acknowledge  any  Consul  from  a 
foreign  power.  On  the  3d  of  Deer,  last  Mr  Charles  Hellstedt  produced 
a  Commission  from  his  Swedish  Majesty  dated  the  22  Septr.  1783  ap- 
pointing him  Consul.  This  Commission  is  registered  8c  acts  of  recogni- 
tion have  been  sent  to  the  States.3  But  I  do  not  find  that  Mr  Richard 
Soderstrom  is  known  to  Congress  as  consul  of  Sweden  for  any  of  the 
States  in  the  Union. 

With  great  Esteem  and  regard  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Your  most  obedt  Servt 

Cha  Thomson 

FC  (DNA:  PCC,  item  59).  In  the  hand  of  Charles  Thomson. 

1  Jay  had  asked  "whether  it  has  not  hitherto  been  the  practice,  and  considered  as 
made  necessary  by  the  Confederation,  for  foreign  Consuls  to  make  known  their  appoint- 
ments to,  and  obtain  the  approbation  of  Congress,  previous  to  their  assuming  that  char- 
acter in  any  of  the  States.  If  that  be  the  case,  be  pleased  further  to  inform  me  whether 
Mr.  Richard  Soderstrom  is  known  to  Congress  as  Consul  of  Sweden,  in  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts." PCC,  item  120,  1:20;  and  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-89,  3:797. 

Soderstrom,  after  unsuccessfully  trying  to  present  his  commission  to  Congress  at 
Trenton  in  November,  had  subsequently  presented  it  to  Governor  John  Hancock  of 
Massachusetts,  who  had  accepted  and  proclaimed  it  on  February  13.  Jay  viewed  Han- 
cock's action  as  "premature"  and  was  collecting  evidence  for  a  report  to  Congress, 
which  he  submitted  this  same  day,  recommending  "that  a  Letter  be  immediately  written 
to  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  informing  him  of  what  has  hitherto  been,  and  ought 
to  be,  the  Practice  in  such  cases;  remonstrating  against  his  Deviation  from  it,  and  insist- 
ing that  the  Powers  delegated  to  Congress,  by  the  People  of  the  United  States,  be  not 
exercised  by  any  other  than  the  federal  Government. "Jay  also  heatedly  advised  that  he 
be  authorized  to  write  a  letter  "to  the  Minister  of  Sweden,  stating  the  disrespectful  and 
unprecedented  manner  in  which  the  said  Richard  Soderstrom  has  endeavoured  to 
enter  on  the  Execution  of  his  Commission,  and  requesting  that  he  may  be  forthwith  dis- 
missed, with  such  Marks  of  his  Majesty's  displeasure,  as  may  discountenance  the  like 
Liberties  in  future."  PCC,  item  80,  1:89-92. 

Jay's  recommendations  were  referred  on  March  4  to  a  committee  consisting  of  James 
McHenry,  Samuel  Hardy,  and  Charles  Pinckney.  Jay  continued  to  investigate  the  matter 
himself,  however,  partially  in  response  to  the  demands  of  the  New  York  mercantile  firm 
Sears  &  Smith  which  charged  that  Soderstrom  had  obtained  Massachusetts'  recognition 
of  his  consular  status  to  shield  him  from  a  legal  action  by  the  firm,  and  eventually  sub- 
mitted a  new  report  withdrawing  his  previous  recommendations  when  he  learned  lli.it 
the  charge  was  erroneous.  In  this  the  Massachusetts  delegates  to  Congress  had  been  in- 
strumental, writing  a  number  of  letters  to  their  constituents  to  ascertain  the  facts  of  the 
case  and  to  avoid  a  confrontation  between  Congress  and  Massachusetts.  These  efforts 
succeeded  on  May  25  when  they  secured  the  adoption  of  a  motion  for  recognizing 
Soderstrom's  consular  status  by  Congress  and  recommending  that  his  commission  be 
registered  at  Boston.  See  JCC,  28:121n,  361n,  393;  PCC,  item  HI,  1:219-21;  and  Ruins 
King  to  Jay,  April  K,  1785.  The  entire  story  has  been  told  in  Gary  D.  Olson,  "The  Soder- 
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strom  Incident:  A  Reflection  upon  Federal-State  Relations  under  the  Articles  of  Confed- 
eration," New-York  Historical  Society  Quarterly  55  (April  1971):  109-18.  See  also  Thomson 
to  Jay,  September  IS,  t:ote  2. 

2  Thomson  is  referring  to  Congress'  recognition  of  Philippe-Andre-Joseph  de  I.e- 
tombe  as  consul  general  of  France  for  the  New  England  states,  for  which  see  ICC, 
21:940-41;  and  these  Letters,  18:10,  68. 

5  For  Congress'  recognition  of  Hellstedt,  see  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book,  Decem- 
ber (>-24,  note  1 . 


Hugh  Williamson  to  Thomas  Ruston 

Dear  Sir  New  York  2nd  March  1 785 

By  last  Post  I  reed  a  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  who  lives  near  your 
Estate  in  Virga.  He  informs  me  that  Col.  Henry  Reddick  8c  Mr.  Pugh 
at  present  are  in  Possession  of  the  Lands  but  are  ready  to  give  them 
up  as  soon  as  certain  Legacies  shall  be  discharged  to  the  Amot  of  £400 
Slg.  The  Land  he  says  is  worth  £1500  Slg,  he  promises  to  give  further 
particulars  when  he  is  better  informed.  On  the  2nd  Octr  last  I  wrote 
you,1  probably  to  the  full  exercise  of  your  Patience,  8c  shall  not  repeat 
in  detail.  I  told  you  in  genl.  that  a  small  Share  consisting  of  1000 
A[cre]s  of  the  great  Dismal,  joining  your  Land,  may  be  purchased  @ 
3/4  Dlrs  per  Acre.  The  Company  have  it  in  contemplation  to  dig  a 
Canal  through  the  Dismal,  to  drain  some  of  the  lowest  grounds  and  to 
carry  off  the  Timber.  I  informed  you  also  that  10  or  12  Thousd  As. 
survey'd  and  Patented  in  the  Western  part  of  our  State  may  be  pur- 
chased @  40  Dlrs  per  hundd  As.  I  have  not  been  on  those  Lands  but 
they  are  said  to  be  extremely  good.  Our  State  made  a  present  of 
25,000  As.  to  Genl  Green  in  that  District,  he  told  me  lately  that  he  had 
refused  1  Dlr  per  Acre  for  the  whole  in  Specie.  As  I  have  5000  As. 
which  I  reed  a  Present  from  the  State  in  the  same  District  and  much 
more  that  I  have  bot.  or  reed  in  paymt.  of  debts  due  me  by  the  State 
you  may  presume  that  I  have  been  very  attentive  to  Questions  respect- 
ing the  Quality  of  those  Lands. 

Our  Commissioners  have  just  finished  a  second  Indian  treaty  at 
which  the  several  Tribes  concerned  have  ceded  to  the  United  States 
about  12  or  14  millions  of  As.  I  presume  that  we  shall  soon  open  an 
Office  for  the  sale  of  those  Lands.  I  think  the  Price  will  hardly  be 
lower  than  a  Dlr  per  Acre,  hardly  so  little,  but  public  securities  will  be 
taken  in  Paymt  and  they  may  be  purchased  much  below  par.  Some 
People  fear  that  our  Western  Country  may  be  affected  by  some  claims 
which  the  court  of  Spain  are  said  to  have  made  to  the  exclusive  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississipi,  If  you  have  heard  of  such  claim  you  hardly 
thought  it  serious.  You  certainly  did  not  believe  that  the  Court  of 
Spain  was  disposed  to  irritate  or  provoke  a  Nation  who  in  a  few  Years 
must  be  sufficiently  numerous  to  eat  up  the  Dons  in  a  month  if  they 
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were  reduced  to  Radons  of  12  Ounces,  and  who  could  reduce  them  to 
that  size  if  they  were  so  disposed.  In  fact  every  sober  Politician  in  this 
country  reprobates  the  Idea  of  attempting  to  touch  the  Gold  or  Silver 
Mines  of  America;  they  are  destructive  as  the  Plague  of  the  human 
Race.  The  Spaniards  will  certainly  be  so  prudent  as  suffer  us  to  culti- 
vate our  Lands.  They  will  furnish  us  occasionally  with  a  few  Dlrs  &  we 
shall  fairly  give  them  in  Exchange  a  few  Brls  of  Flouer. 

On  the  24th  ult  Mr  Jno  Adams  was  chosen  resident  Minister  from 
the  US  for  the  Court  of  London  8c  yesterday  Colo  Smith  a  native  of  this 
State  &  formerly  one  of  Genl  Washingtons  aids  was  chosen  Secy,  of  the 
Legation.  Unless  England  shall  within  a  short  Time  admit  us  to  her 
West  Indies  trade  we  certainly  shall  take  such  Steps  as  will  be  very  inju- 
rious to  her  manufacturers,  to  the  great  emolument  of  the  French  & 
Dutch  to  whom  by  the  way,  many  good  Citizens  of  these  states  wish  a 
much  larger  share  of  our  Commerce  than  they  have  hitherto  enjoyed. 

An  Acquaintance  from  Pensylva.  has  just  given  me  some  memoran- 
dums which  I  shall  transcribe  for  your  Informadon  lest  the  Persons, 
whose  Duty  it  is,  should  not  have  embraced  the  first  conveyance. 

Your  Father  who  paid  the  last  debt  to  Nature  towards  the  End  of 
Jany  has  left  you  the  whole  of  his  Estate  except  as  follows.  He  has 
left — To  his  Son  John  £350  Pensy  mony  and  one  or  two  negro  boys. 
To  his  Daughter  Louisa  £300.  To  Betsy  150  As.  of  the  upper  Tract.  To 
his  Widow  £500.  She  had  been  entitled  to  £300  by  marriage  contract, 
£200  have  been  added,  she  is  to  quit  the  Estate  on  the  next  Spring.  To 
your  Sister  Sally  was  left  some  Piece  of  mony  as  a  Proof  that  she  had 
been  considered  formerly.  If  there  had  been  any  doubts  whether  you 
would  come  over  this  spring  or  Summer  I  presume  this  incident 
would  remove  them. 

Be  so  good  as  present  Mrs  Ruston  with  my  Respects  &  believe  me  to 
be  with  the  utmost  Consideration,  Dear  sir,  Your  most  obedt  &  very 
hble  Servt,  Hu  Williamson 

RC  (PHi:  Tench  Coxe  Papers).  Addressed:  "Doctr.  Thomas  Ruston,  Physician,  Exeter 
[England]." 

1  Actually  November  2,  for  which  see  Williamson  to  Ruston,  November  2,  1784. 


Walter  Livingston  to  John  Tayler 

Sir,'  New  York  March  3d,  1 785. 

Your  favor  of  the  17th  Ulto.  was  delivered  to  me  by  Mr.  Bonthillien2 
from  Montreal  and  I  am  sorry  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  render 
services  to  a  gentleman  recommended  by  you. 

Not  one  of  the  gentlemen  appointed  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury 
have  as  yet  accepted  the  trust,  neither  have  Congress  any  assurances 
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that  they  will.  The  distance  of  their  residence  from  this  place,  has 
been  the  cause  of  our  not  hearing  from  them.  Mr.  Bonthiellien  is 
going  to  Philadelphia.  I  have  advised  him  to  apply  to  the  Auditors  Of- 
fice and  on  his  return  to  call  on  me  again  which  he  has  promised  to  do. 
With  esteem,  I  remain,  Your  Huml.  Serv., 

Walter  Livingston 

Tr  (DLC:  Burnett  Papers).  Endorsed:  "From  the  collection  of  Mr.  Fred  M.  Steele  of 
( Ihicago  [ca.  1934\."  Addressed:  'John  Taylor  Esqr.  Albany." 

1  Although  nothing  is  known  of  the  recipient  of  this  letter  beyond  the  address 
quoted,  it  seems  likely  that  he  was  the  prominent  Albany  merchant  John  Tayler 
(1742-1829),  who  was  also  a  regular  correspondent  of  New  York  delegate  Ezra 
L'Hommedieu,  for  whom  see  these  Letters,  17:500n.l. 

'-'  Not  identified. 


Charles  Thomson  to  John  Jay 

Sir,  New  York  March  3d.  1 785 

On  the  seventeenth1  of  May  1784  twenty  Commissions  were  made 

and  sent  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  for  Messrs.  Adams,  Franklin  &  Jefferson,  all 

dated  the  12th  May  agreeable  to  a  form  prescribed  by  Congress  and 

entered  in  their  Journal  for  foreign  affairs  page  257. 

As  the  form  of  the  Commission  contains  blanks,  those  blanks  were 

filled  as  follows. 

For  Russia 

1  blank        "The  Subjects  of  her  imperial  Majesty  of  all  the  Russias" 

2  ditto  "Her  said  Imperial  Majesty" 
Vienna 

Was  I  think  left  blank  to  be  filled  by  the  Ministers,  it  not  being 
known  whether  the  Emperor  would  treat  in  that  quality  or  under 
some  other  title  for  his  hereditary  Dominions 
Prussia 

1  blank.       "The  subjects  of  his  Prussian  Majesty" 

2.  "His  said  Prussian  Majesty" 

Denmark 

1 .  "The  subjects  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Denmark" 

2.  "His  said  Majesty  the  King  of  Denmark" 
Great  Britain 

1.  "The  Subjects  of  his  Britannic  Majesty" 

"His  said  Britannic  Majesty" 
Spain 

1 .  "The  subjects  of  his  Catholic  Majesty" 

2.  "His  said  Catholic  Majesty" 
Portugal 

1 .  "The  subjects  of  her  most  faithful  Majesty  of  Portugal" 

2.  "Her  said  most  faithful  Majesty  of  Portugal" 
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Naples 

1. 

2. 
Sardinia 

1. 

2. 
Ottoman  Porte 

1. 

2. 
Morroro 

I  think  was  left  blank 

In  the  following  Commissions  there  was  a  transposition  so  as  to 
leave  the  first  blank  after  the  word  "America"  thus  whereas  an  inter- 
course between  the  Citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America  and — 
Saxony 

"The  Subjects  of  the  most  Serene  Elector  of  Saxony" 
"The  said  most  Serene  Elector" 


"The  Subjects  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the  two  Sicilies' 
"His  said  Majesty  the  King  of  the  two  Sicilies" 

"The  subjects  of  his  Sardinian  Majesty." 
"His  said  Sardinian  Majesty." 

"The  subjects  of  the  sublime  Porte" 
"The  said  Sublime  Porte" 


1.  blank 
2. 

Hamburg 

1. 

2. 
Genoa 

1. 

2. 
Tuscany 

Left  blank. 
Rome 

1. 

2.  Blank. 
Venice 

1. 

2. 

Tripoli 

1. 


"The  Imperial  City  Hamburg" 
left  blank 

"The  most  Serene  Republic  of  Genoa" 
"The  said  most  Serene  Republic" 


"The  dominions  of  his  Holiness  the  Pope" 


"The  most  serene  Republic  of  Venice' 
"The  said  most  Serene  Republic" 


"The  City  and  Kingdom  of  Tripoli" 

"The  most  illustrious  Lords  and  governors  of  the  said 
City  and  Kingdom  of  Tripoli" 
Tunis 

"The  people  of  the  State  and  Kingdom  of  Tunis" 

"The  Regency  or  government  of  Tunis" 


1. 
2. 
Algiers 
1. 
2. 


"The  Subjects  of  the  Dey  and  government  of  Algiers." 
"The  said  Dey  and  government  of  Algiers." 
With  great  Respect  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble 
Servt.  C.T. 


LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  TV  (DNA:  PCC,  item  120). 

1  Actually  sixteenth,  for  which  see  Thomson  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  May  l(i,  1784. 
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Charles  Thomson  to 
Samuel  Loudon,  Shepard  Kollock,  and  John  McLean 

Sir  New  York  March  3d.  1 785 

The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  having  directed  me  to 
take  order  that  they  be  supplied  every  day  on  which  a  News  Paper  is 
published  in  the  place  of  their  residence  with  a  Copy  for  each  Mem- 
ber and  three  Copies  to  be  fded,  of  such  paper  as  may  be  recom- 
mended by  the  Delegates  from  the  State;  and  the  Delegates  for  this 
State  having  recommended  Loudon's  New  York  Packet,  Shepard  Kol- 
lock's  New  York  Gazette  &  the  Independent  Journal  by  Mr.  J.  McLane 
&  Co.  I  have  to  request  you  to  furnish  Congress  with  forty  Copies  of 
your  paper  every  day  the  same  is  published.1 

I  am  Sir,  Your  Obedient  huml  servt.  C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "Mr.  Samuel  Loudon,  Mr.  Shepard  Kollock,  Mr. 
J.  McLean  &  Co." 

1  See  Thomson  to  the  New  York  Delegates,  March  1. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Sundry  Printers 

Sir,  Secretary's  Office  3  March  1785 
The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  having  directed  me  to 
take  Order  that  they  be  supplied  with  three  Copies  of  such  News- 
paper from  each  State  as  may  be  published  by  the  Printer  for  the  State 
or  by  such  other  Printer  as  the  Delegates  from  the  State  may  recom- 
mend;1 And  the  Delegates  for having  recommended  the ,2 

I  have  to  request  the  favour  of  you  to  send  forward  three  Copies  of 
your  said  News  paper  in  a  regular  series  under  cover  directed  to  the 
Secretary  of  Congress. 

I  am  Sir,  Yours  &c.  C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  See/CC,  28:108;  and  Thomson  to  the  Delegates  to  Congress,  March  1. 
-At  the  foot  of  this  page  of  Thomson's  letterbook,  the  following  explanation  for  fill- 
ing in  these  blanks  appears.  "The  Delegates  from  12  States  having  recommended  as  fol- 
lows (date  of  letters  sent  &  to  whom).  . .  The  blanks  above  were  filled  accordingly." 
Mr.  Daniel  Fowle  Mch  3d  for  New  Hampshire  "The 

New  Hampshire  Gazette" 
Messrs.  Adams  &  Nourse  Mch  3d  Massachusetts 

Mr.  Henry  Barber  do.  3d  Rhode  Island  "The  Newport 

Mercury" 
(Messrs.  Hudson  cjf  Goodiirin)*  do.  3d  Connecticut 

Mr.  Isaac  Collins  do.  3d  New  Jersey  "New  Jersey 

Gazette" 
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Messr.  Dun  lap  &  Claypoole 
Mr.  Jacob  A.  Killen 

Mr  Wm.  Goddard 

Mr.  Thos.  Davis 

Mr  Miller 

James  Johnson 

*"Messrs.  Hudson  &  Goodwin"  was  lined  out  and  the  following  substitution  was  penned 

in  the  margin:  "8  April  Miegs,  Bowen  &  Dana,  Pr.  in  Newhaven." 


do.  31st 

Pennsylvania 

July  12th 

Delaware  "Delaware 

Gazette" 

do.  31st 

Maryland 

Virginia 

Mch.  3d 

North  Carolina  "North 

Carolina  Gazzette" 

Mch.  8th 

South  Carolina 

do.  8th 

Georgia 

Elbridge  Gerry  to  Timothy  Pickering 

My  dear  sir,  New  York  4th  March  1785 

I  have  but  a  Moment  to  answer  your  Letter  of  the  1st,1  having  many 
affairs  to  attend  to  before  my  Return  to  Boston  which  will  probably  be 
to  Morrow  or  the  next  Day.2  Your  Letter  I  have  communicated  to  Mr 
King,  &  I  inclose  a  Report  respecting  the  Land  Office  in  form  of  an 
ordnance,  which  has  had  it's  first  Reading  this  Day  &  is  to  have  a  sec- 
ond on  Wednesday  next.3  I  wish  You  would  attend  to  it,  &  inclose  to 
Mr  King  such  amendments  as  you  suppose  necessary  to  remedy  the 
Evils  complained  of.4  I  will  deliver  the  Money  You  sent  me  for  my  Bills 
to  Mr  King,  in  Expectation  that  You  will  Exchange  them  for  his  which 
are  to  the  same  amount,  8c  send  them  to  me  defaced  according  to  my 
former  Request. 

Adieu — yours  sincerely  E  Gerry 

RC  (MHi:  Pickering  Papers). 

1  Pickering's  March  1  letter  to  Gerry  is  in  the  Pickering  Papers,  MHi. 

2  Gerry  was  still  in  New  York  March  8,  as  George  Partridge  mentioned  in  a  letter  to 
Henry  Knox  of  that  date  that  he  planned  to  return  to  Massachusetts  with  Gerry.  In  his 
accounts  for  his  service  this  congressional  term,  endorsed  by  the  Massachusetts  Council 
January  18,  1787,  Gerry  later  claimed  compensation  for  "1 19  Days  @  33/  the  Sum  stipu- 
lated by  the  Legislature  for  attending  Congress"  during  the  period  November  23,  1784, 
to  March  21,  1785,  and  for  "145  Days  @  33/  ditto,"  for  the  period  June  25  to  November 
16,  1785,  which  included  travel  time  from  and  to  Massachusetts.  Letters  to  Governors, 
M-Ar;  and  Partridge  to  Knox,  March  8,  1785. 

s  See/CC,  28:1 14,  165,  251-56. 

4  See  Rufus  King  to  Pickering,  April  15,  1785. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Robert  Morris 


Sir  New  York  March  4th.  1  785 

The  legislature  of  Virginia  having  informed  their  Delegates  that  a 
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farther  examination  into  the  Accounts  of  that  State  and  of  the  inhabi- 
tants thereof,  is  prevented  by  the  Resignation  of  Mr.  Turner  the  late 
Continental  Commissioner  and  that  Mr.  Andrew  Dunscomb  who  has 
been  appointed  to  succeed  him  cannot  enter  into  the  execution  of  his 
office  until  he  shall  have  received  from  the  Superintendant  of  fi- 
nance, or  board  of  treasury  his  Commission  and  his  instructions;  and 
they  have  instructed  them  to  urge  the  qualification  of  the  New  Com- 
missioner to  enter  upon  and  prosecute  that  Business.  This  being  com- 
municated to  Congress  they  have  directed  me  to  apply  to  you  for  in- 
formation, first  respecting  the  appointment  of  the  said  Andrew 
Dunscomb,  to  succeed  Mr.  Turner,  and  secondly  respecting  his  char- 
acter and  to  what  State  he  belongs.  Your  answer  as  spedily  as  possible 
will  oblige  me,  who  am  with  much  Respect,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  Servt.  C.T 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "R  Morris  Esqr.  late  Superintendant  of  Finance." 
1  Morris'  March  7  reply,  explaining  Dunscomb's  qualifications  and  enclosing  copies 
of  Zephaniah  Turner's  resignation,  Dunscomb's  application  for  the  post,  and  Morris' 
nomination  of  him  to  Virginia,  is  in  PCC,  item  137,  3:845-47.  For  Virginia's  instructions 
of  December  30-31,  1784,  to  her  delegates  to  obtain  the  appointment  of  a  commis- 
sioner to  resume  work  on  the  settlement  of  the  state's  Continental  accounts,  which  had 
been  referred  to  committee  on  February  16,  see  PCC,  item  71,  2:419-22;  and  JCC, 
28:70n.  The  committee's  report,  submitted  February  23,  merely  recommended  that 
Dunscomb  be  issued  a  commission  by  the  Continental  comptroller  and  "proceed  in  the 
business  with  all  suitable  dispatch,"  but  Congress  decided  that  Morris  should  be  heard 
from  before  taking  action  on  the  recommendation  and  Thomson  accordingly  sent  the 
present  query.  The  matter  was  settled  March  10  when  Congress  ordered  the 
comptroller  (James  Milligan)  to  notify'  Dunscomb  of  his  appointment  and  to  furnish 
him  with  his  commission  and  instructions.  JCC,  28:97-98,  133-34.  See  also  Virginia  Del- 
egates to  Patrick  Henry,  April  2,  1785,  note  1. 


Elbridge  Gerry  to  John  Adams 

My  dear  Mr  Adams  New  York  5th  March  1 785 

Since  my  last,1  informing  You  of  the  Circumstances  of  your  Ap- 
pointment to  the  Court  of  London,  Congress  have  elected  Colo  Smith 
of  this  State,  Secretary  to  the  Legation.2  Several  Candidates  were  pre- 
sented to  Congress,  8c  my  Friend  8c  Collegue  Mr  King  of  Newbury 
port  (whom  I  shall  hereafter  speak  of,  &  whom  I  wish  to  introduce  to 
your  Confidence  &  Friendship)  was  of  Opinion  with  myself,  that  it  was 
indispensibly  necessary  to  support  such  a  person  only,  as  might  be  re- 
lied on  for  supporting  the  Dignity  &  preserving  (by  an  Attachment  to 
8c  Respect  for  the  principal)  the  Tranquility  of  the  Embassy.  We  there- 
fore previous  to  the  Appointment,  conferred  with  Colo  Smith  on  the 
Subject,  8c  candidly  informed  him,  that  confiding  in  his  Integrity  8c 
Honor,  8c  on  his  prudence  in  avoiding  every  Thing  that  might  savour 
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of  Intrigue  against  the  Minister  of  the  Legation,  as  well  as  on  his  firm 
Determination  to  discharge  his  Trust  in  fulfilling  the  reasonable  De- 
sires 8c  supporting  the  Dignity  of  his  superior  in  office,  We  should  use 
our  Endeavours  to  promote  the  Appointment  mentioned;  and  should 
likewise  continue  our  Endeavrs.  to  Support  the  Secretary,  whilst  he 
continued  to  evince  the  good  Disposition  We  expected — And  We  fur- 
ther informed  him,  We  should  certainly  be  firmly  opposed  to  him, 
should  he  ever  contrary  to  our  present  Expectations  evince  a  different 
Disposition.  Colo  Smith  was  so  far  from  being  displeased  at  this  frank 
Conduct,  that  he  appeared  to  be  much  satisfied  with  it,  &  gave  such 
Assurances  as  from  a  Man  of  Honor  are  to  be  relied  on,  And  as  leave 
Us  no  Apprehensions  of  the  Want  of  Your  highest  Approbation  of  his 
Appointmt.  The  military  Character  of  Colo  Smith  stands  high,  inas- 
much that  no  Officer  of  his  Rank  in  the  American  Army  stood  fairer  I 
beleive  with  the  General,  than  this  Gentleman.  He  has  had  a  liberal 
Education,  is  a  sensible  Man  8c  a  polite  one,  8c  I  cannot  doubt  that 
You  will  find  him  a  Man  of  Honor,  a  good  Companion,  8c  one  that 
merits  your  fullest  Confidence. 

My  Friend  Mr.  Rufus  King  studied  under  Mr  Parsons  of  Newbury 
port,  is  at  the  Age  of  about  thirty  eminent  in  the  Law,  has  in  a  Year  or 
two  as  a  Member  of  the  General  Court  of  our  State,  so  established  his 
Reputation  as  to  be  appointed  a  Member  of  Congress,  8c  in  this  Char- 
acter, by  a  well  informed  firm  8c  sensible  Mind,  an  agreable  person,  & 
an  elegant  Address  has  already  made  progress  in  establishing  a  consid- 
erable Influence — he  is  a  true  Republican  in  principles  8c  is  in  a  Sys- 
tem of  politics  that  I  have  no  Doubt  Will  in  all  essential  points  corre- 
spond with  your  own.  I  think  You  will  be  much  pleased  in  opening  a 
Correspondence  with  him,  8c  that  he  will  be  very  happy  in  continuing 
it.  Adieu  I  am  yours  sincerely  E  Gerry 

RC  (MHi:  Adams  Papers). 

1  See  Gerry  to  Adams,  February  24. 

2  That  is,  William  Stephens  Smith  ( 1755-1816),  formerly  aide  to  General  Washington 
and  ultimately  Adams'  son-in-law,  who  was  elected  to  this  post  on  March  1.  See  DAB; 
and /CC,  28:111. 


James  Monroe  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir  N.  York.  March  6.  1785. 

The  arrangment  in  our  foreign  affairs  begins  at  length  to  assume 
some  form.  Upon  whatever  ground  they  were  taken  up  for  a  consider- 
able time,  either  with  respect  to  France,  Spn.  or  G.  B.,  the  same  diffi- 
culties arose.  If  it  was  mov'd  that  {Dr.  Franklin}1  be  permitted  agree- 
able to  his  request  to  retire  home  it  was  firmly  oppos'd  by  |R.  Island) 
8c  {Massachusetts!.  If  thai  a  minister  be  appointed  to  (Great  Britain)  it 
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was  mov'd  that  those  instructed  to  form  commercl.  treaties  be  in- 
structed &rca.  It  was  argued  on  the  other  hand  that  our  affairs  with 
these  courts  stood  on  their  own  ground  respectively  and  that  negotia- 
tions with  each  seperately  8c  at  their  respective  capitals  wod.  be  more 
eligible  &  likely  to  produce  success.  It  was  at  length  mov'd  by  {Mr.  How- 
ell) that  a  {minister!  be  appointed  to  represent  {U.  States)  at  the  {Court) 
of  {Great  Britain)  and  carried.  Adams,  R.  R.  Livingston  &  Rutledge  were 
put  in  nomination.  It  had  been  previously,  with  the  ill-founded  expecta- 
tion of  facilitating  this  measure,  mov'd,  by  Mr.  Pinckney  "that  the  com- 
missions to  foreign  ministers  unless  renew'd  by  Congress  shod,  con- 
tinue in  force  only  for  three  years."  This  was  negativ'd;  but  being  agn. 
renew'd  by  the  mover  &  press'd  upon  Congress  from  other  quarters 
was  at  length  carried.2  Upon  several  ballots  Adams  had  5  votes,  Liv- 
ingston 4  &  Rutledge  2,  Jersey  at  length  voted  for  Adams,  having  previ- 
ously nominated  &  voted  for  Livingston,  upon  wh.  Virga.  &  Maryld. 
joined  in  favr.  of  Adams  8c  gave  him  his  appointmt.  Mr.  Smith  lately  an 
aid  to  the  general  hath  been  since  appointed  secry.  to  the  legation.  A 
Mr.  Trunbull  of  Connecticut  was  his  only  competitor.3  Had  this  affr. 
come  on  upon  the  first  meeting  of  Congress  at  Trenton  the  event  must 
have  been  the  same.  5  States,  the  4  Eastern  &  Pena.  were  decidedly  in 
favr.  of  Adams  in  preference  to  any  other  person,  Jersey  was  at  first  dis- 
pos'd  to  commit  our  for.  business  to  Adams  &  Jefferson  only,  and  wod. 
therefore  have  voted  Adams  to  the  above  (Court).  He  wod.  of  course 
had  the  majority  in  Congress  &  the  expedience  of  the  measure  wod. 
have  superseded  any  difficulties  with  respect  to  the  man.  I  suppose  {Mr. 
Jefferson)  will  shortly  be  appointed  in  the  room  of  {Dr.  Franklin)  to  the 
(Court)  of  {France).  Carmichael  writes  that  some  person  in  the  charac- 
ter of  Charge  des  affrs.  will  shortly  be  sent  from  Spn.  instructed  &ca.  so 
that  the  affrs.  with  Spn.  will  sleep  till  we  hear  further  on  the  subject.  I 
have  reed,  letters  from  Mr.  Jefferson  of  the  10th  of  Novr.  8c  11  of  Deer. 
last.4  In  the  former  he  considers  war  betwn.  the  Emperor  &  the  Nether- 
lands with  their  respective  associates,  the  Empress  with  the  Emp.  & 
France,  Prussia  8c  the  Porte  with  the  Nether,  as  unavoidable.  He  consid- 
ers the  intermediate  negotiation  as  an  art  only  of  the  Imperial  Courts 
to  enable  them  to  commence  the  campaign  on  better  conditions;  in 
the  last  he  says  the  genl.  opinion  is  there  will  be  no  war  but  that  he  sees 
no  reason  for  it,  except  the  indisposition  of  the  Empress  upon  whose 
health  the  projects  of  the  Emperor  must  depend.  He  believes  that  if  it 
takes  place  Engld.  will  keep  herself  out  of  the  scrape  for  the  following 
reasons,  ["]1.  because  she  cannot  borrow  money  to  take  part  in  it,  2. 
Ireland  is  likely  to  give  her  disturbance,  8c  3.  because  her  disputes  with 
us  are  not  settled  by  a  full  execution  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty  and  the 
hatred  of  her  people  towards  us  has  arisen  to  such  a  height  as  to  pre- 
pare their  minds  for  a  recommenc'ment  of  hostilities  shod,  their  govt. 
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find  this  desirable."  If  the  war  takes  place  &  the  states  have  the  direc- 
tion of  their  commerce  upon  fcederal  principles  I  shod,  suppose,  pro- 
vided we  settle  our  affrs.  with  (Great  Britain),  it  will  be  advantageous  to 
us.  Every  divertion  wh.  it  creates  to  the  vessels  of  other  powers  from  the 
business  of  commerce  must  form  an  additional  demand  for  ours  and 
admit  us  gradually  into  the  carrying  trade.  By  his  last  letter  I  find  that  a 
correspondence  had  taken  place  between  our  ministers  &  the  Duke  of 
Dorset  the  B.  minister  at  Paris  upon  the  subject  of  a  commercial 
treaty.5  His  Grace  makes  a  previous  stipulation  on  the  part  of  his  court 
"that  a  minister  instructed  &ca.  by  Congress  repair  to  London."  They 
say  they  are  jointly  authoriz'd  to  treat,  that  they  have  no  objection  that 
it  shall  be  in  London,  from  wh.  I  suspect  they  may  be  there  at  this  time. 
The  commission  to  Adams  will  perhaps  find  him  there,  but  this  will  not 
give  him  powers  singly  to  form  a  commercl.  treaty. 

The  States  of  Mass.  8c  N.  York  having  previously  agreed  upon  the 
members  to  constitute  the  Court  enter'd  also  into  a  stipulation  that 
the  place  of  session  shod,  be  determin'd  by  a  majority  of  the  States 
present  in  Congress.  When  brought  before  Congress,  the  delegation 
of  Mass.  propos'd  Wms.burg  &  that  of  N.  Yk.,  Wilmington.  The  for- 
mer had  5  votes  8c  the  latter  4.  Of  course  the  decision  agreeably  to  the 
covenant  enter'd  into  by  the  two  States  was  in  favr.  of  the  former.  N. 
York  was  dissatisfied  with  the  decision.  Mass:  mov'd  that  the  Presdt. 
forward  the  letters  to  the  gentn.  appointed,  upon  wh.  the  displeasure 
of  N.  York  was  discover'd.  Mr.  Williamson  movd  "that  the  decision  of 
Congress  by  5  States  under  the  agreemt.  of  N.  Y.  &  Mass:  under  the 
confederation  wh.  requires  7  in  all  cases  except  &c  was  void."6 
Whether  the  States  of  Mass.  and  N.  Y.  had  independently  of  Congress 
the  right  of  fixing  the  place  &  might  chuse  any  intermediate  plan,  wh. 
shod,  be  obligatory  on  themselves  &  the  Union,  or  whether  Congress 
had  the  power  of  controul  became  the  question.  Whenever  it  came 
before  them  a  decision  of  the  main  question  was  always  evaded  by 
those  of  order,  so  that  it  was  never  taken.  The  two  States  at  length 
agreed  that  whatever  had  been  committed  to  the  journals  shod,  be 
eras'd  wh.  was  admitted.  In  this  condition  it  remains.  It  is  expected 
they  will  agree  to  some  more  northern  position.7  I  am  dear  Sir  very  re- 
spectfully yr.  frnd.  8c  ser.  Jas.  Monroe 

P.  S.  Since  the  appointmt.  of  Adams  it  seems  generally  agreed  that 
some  person  shod,  be  sent  to  the  Hague,  but  no  one  is  yet  thought  of.8 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  Words  printed  in  braces  in  this  text  were  written  by  Monroe  in  cipher. 

2  See/CC,  28:75-77,  82-84. 

:l  Probably  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Jr.  (1740-1809),  who  had  also  been  an  aide  to  Wash- 
ington. The  nominations  were  not  recorded  in  the  journals.  See  the  preceding  entry, 
note  2. 
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I  Actually  of  November  11  and  December  10,  1784.  See  Jefferson,  Papers  (Boyd), 
7:508-13,  562-65. 

5  Sic  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  George  Washington,  February  27,  note  4. 

II  Sec  New  York  Agents'  Memorial,  January  26,  note  3. 

7  Sec  the  New  York  Agents' Journal  of  Proceedings,  December  4-9,  1784,  especially 
note  7. 

s  See  Charles  Stewart  to  William  Livingston,  March  25,  note. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Thomas  Jefferson 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  March  6.  1785 

I  have  received  your  favour  of  Novr.  11,  with  the  pamphlets,  for 
which  I  return  you  my  hearty  thanks.1 

The  report  on  animal  magnetism  gave  me  great  satisfaction.  Before 
I  had  heard  of  these  experiments  and  of  this  report,  I  was  greatly  at  a 
loss  what  to  think  of  the  matter.  The  Marqs.  de  la  Fayette  had  come 
over  quite  an  enthusiast  in  favour  of  it.  He  had  got  a  special  meeting 
called  of  the  philosophical  Society  at  Philadelphia  and  entertained 
them  on  the  subject  for  the  greater  part  of  an  evening.  He  informed 
them  that  he  was  initiated  and  let  into  the  secret  but  was  not  at  liberty 
to  reveal  it.  He  spoke  of  it  as  an  important  discovery  which  would  be 
of  great  and  wonderful  advantage  &  that  he  himself  had  by  means  of 
it  performed  a  surprizing  cure  on  his  passage.  I  was  not  present  at  the 
meeting  for  which  I  was  sorry.  Still  however  it  appeared  to  me  surpriz- 
ing, that  there  should  be  a  fluid  pervading  all  nature  capable  of  being 
collected  and  when  collected  of  producing  such  wonderous  effects  as 
were  mentioned  and  that  no  trace  of  it  should  ever  before  have  been 
observed  or  noted  in  any  of  the  various  experiments  that  had  hereto- 
fore been  made  on  matter  or  motion.  Having  heard  of  the  Shakers  in 
this  state,  the  agitations  with  which  they  were  affected  and  with  which 
they  affected  some  who  visited  them  from  curiosity,  I  began  to  admit 
the  opinion  that  they  had  by  some  means  become  acquainted  with 
this  fluid  and  that  what  they  ascribed  to  the  influences  of  the  divine 
spirit  was  the  effect  of  this  unknown  agent.  The  report  you  sent  me 
has  removed  this  doubt  and  though  it  has  sufficiently  demonstrated 
that  Mr.  Mesmer  and  his  disciples  have  discovered  no  new  property  in 
nature  yet  it  has  itself  made  a  very  wonderful  and  very  important  dis- 
covery, namely  to  what  degree  the  imagination  can  operate  on  the 
human  frame. 

I  am  much  pleased  with  your  description  of  the  Cylinder  lamp  and 
wish  for  an  opportunity  of  procuring  one.  The  phosphoretic  matches 
I  have  seen.  They  are  sold  in  our  toy  shops.  I  think  them  a  pretty  in- 
vention, but  am  not  much  disposed  to  make  use  of  them  in  the  way 
you  hint.  I  am  in  general  obliged  to  be  so  much  awake  in  the  day  that 
I  sleep  sound  at  night:  or  if  I  chance  to  awake  in  the  night  which  is 
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but  seldom,  I  find  that  solemn  stillness  a  good  opportunity  to  revolve 
some  subject  which  I  want  to  trace  through  its  various  relations  and 
probable  effects  8c  consequences. 

I  would  willingly  subscribe  for  the  Encyclopedic  Methodique,  But  it 
appears  to  me  as  if  I  must  bid  adieu  to  the  Sciences.  My  time  and 
thoughts  are  so  entirely  engrossed  with  the  duties  and  business  of  my 
office  that  I  have  no  leisure  to  prosecute  those  philosophical  re- 
searches I  once  was  fond  of,  And  from  what  I  can  see  Congress  seem 
disposed  rather  to  encrease  than  to  diminish  those  duties. 

I  am  made  very  happy  by  Mr  Jay's  acceptance  of  the  office  for  the 
department  of  foreign  affairs.  By  him  you  will  be  supplied  with  the 
journals  of  Congress  and  regularly  informed  of  their  proceedings  as 
well  as  of  the  state  of  our  affairs  in  general,  so  that  I  need  not  trouble 
you  on  that  head. 

I  long  to  see  your  answer  to  Mr.  M[arbois]'s  queries.  I  hope  by  this 
time  you  have  found  leisure  to  revise  and  compleat  that  work  and 
have  committed  it  to  the  press  or  at  least  struck  off  some  copies  for 
the  satisfaction  of  your  friends,  among  whom  I  hope  to  be  ranked.  I 
submit  it  to  your  consideration  whether  you  do  not  owe  it  to  your  rep- 
utation to  publish  your  work  under  a  more  dignified  title.  In  the  state 
in  which  I  saw  it  I  consider  it  a  most  excellent  Natural  history  not 
merely  of  Virginia  but  of  No.  America  and  possibly  equal  if  not  supe- 
rior to  that  of  any  Country  yet  published. 

I  thank  you  for  your  notice  of  Mr.  Norris  and  shall  be  happy  in 
every  opportunity  of  testifying  with  what  sincerity  and  respect  I  am, 
Dear  Sir,  Your  affectionate  friend  8c  humble  Servt., 

Cha  Thomson 

RC  (DLC: Jefferson  Papers). 

1  See  Jefferson,  Papers  (Boyd),  7:518-19. 


David  Howell  to  Jabez  Bowen 

Sir,  New  York  March  7,  1 785. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  Copy  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  passed 
16  Ult.  on  a  motion  of  your  delegates  relative  to  Ox  teams,  &c.  made 
in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  Assembly.1 

No.  2  contains  copy  of  a  Treaty  with  the  Indians  entred  into  at  Fort 
Stanwix  Octo.  22,  1784.2 

No.  3  contains  copy  of  another  Treaty  entred  into  with  more  west- 
wardly  Indians  at  Fort  Mcintosh  January  21,  1785.3 

It  is  proposed  to  hold  another  Treaty  about  the  first  of  June  next 
with  the  Potowatamy,  Tweightee,  Ouabash  8c  Illinois  Indians  at  St.  Vin- 
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cents  on  the  Wabash  river.  This,  it  is  hoped,  with  [will]  finish  this  busi- 
ness for  the  present. 

Dr.  Lee,  who  was  one  of  our  Commissioners,  tells  me  that  these  two 
Treaties  have  extinguished  the  Indian  claims  to  upwards  of  20,000,000 
Acres.  Tomorrow  is  assigned  for  a  second  reading  of  the  Ordinance 
for  opening  a  Fcederal  land-office.4  Mr.  John  Adams  is  appointed  Min- 
ister plenipotentiary  for  the  U.  States  at  London — 8c  Col.  William 
Smith,  of  this  State,  Secretary  to  the  Legation.  Dr.  Franklin  has  leave 
to  return  &  Mr.  Jefferson  is  to  take  his  place.  A  successor  to  Mr.  Adams 
at  the  Hague  is  to  be  appointed  next  Monday. 

Dr.  Johnson,  having  received  news  of  one  of  his  childrens  lying  at  the 
point  of  death  has  left  us  a  few  days  ago;  in  consequence  of  which  ten 
States  only  remain  on  the  floor.  But  I  can  with  great  pleasure  assure  you 
of  the  good  disposition  of  the  members  to  do  business — And  that  an 
unusual  harmony  subsists  in  Congress  at  present.  How  long  it  will  last  I 
will  not  presume  to  predict,  but  I  greatly  fear  that  Schisms  &  hard  words 
will  ensue  on  some  great  questions  soon  to  be  brought  before  us. 

Congress  have  been  informed  that  Mr.  Osgood  proposes  to  accept  a 
place  at  the  Treasury  Board.  As  soon  as  he  can  come  forward  8c  join 
Mr.  Livingston  a  Board  will  be  formed. 

I  have  seen  an  account  in  a  Philadelphia  paper  that  a  funding  bill, 
on  State  funds,  has  passed  in  Maryland,  similar  to  that  proposed  in 
Pennsylvania — &  to  that  adopted  long  ago  in  New  Jersey  8c  Georgia.5 

Congress  are  not  informed  of  the  payments  made,  or  of  the  measures 
taken  to  make  payments  on  the  last  requisition  on  the  States — nor 
have  they  information  what  has  been  done  by  all  the  States  scarcely  on 
a  single  requisition  or  recommendation.  This  has  led  some  to  believe 
that  it  is  necessary  to  extend  the  office  of  Secretary  of  Congress  to  the 
home  department  agreeably  to  the  report  of  a  Committee  No.  4.6 

It  gives  me  pain  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  saying  that  I  am  much 
in  debt  here  8c  entirely  out  of  Cash.  I  received  no  money  from  the 
Treasury  before  I  came  away  &  I  cannot  learn  that  any  has  been  paid 
to  my  orders  since.  What  am  I  to  do?  I  have  had  serious  thoughts  of 
returning  home — but  I  am  unwilling  to  leave  this  City  in  debt.  Mem- 
bers of  Congress  are,  by  priviledge,  protected  from  civil  Suits.  I  am 
therefore  in  no  danger  of  a  Jail — And  have  concluded  to  wait  the 
event  of  another  application  to  my  old  friend  the  Treasurer — to 
whom  I  must  pray  you  to  write  in  my  behalf  &,  if  possible,  to  point  out 
to  him  measures  to  obtain  for  me  a  supply  of  Cash  &  to  pay  it  to  an 
order  I  have  put  into  the  hands  of  Capt.  Lawton. 

Colonel  Partridge  8c  Mr.  Gerry,  who  have  taken  passage  in  Lawton, 
will  pass  through  Providence  &  give  you  more  particular  information 
of  our  proceedings — to  them  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  8c  subscribe,  in 
haste,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  8c  very  humble  servant, 

David  Howell. 
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RC:  (R-Ar:  Letters  to  Governors). 

1  For  Rhode  Island's  authorization  to  charge  1781  ox  team  contracts  to  its  Continen- 
tal quota,  "with  interest,  from  the  time  of  advancing  the  same,"  as  the  result  of  a  motion 
offered  by  Howell  on  January  24,  see/CC,  28:16,  57,  71. 

2  See/CC,  28:423-24. 

3  Ibid.,  pp.  424-26. 

4  See  Joseph  Gardner  to  George  Bryan,  March  19,  note  4;  and  William  Grayson  to 
George  Washington,  April  15,  note  1. 

5  For  an  analysis  of  this  continuing  assault  by  the  states  on  federal  control  of  funding 
the  federal  debt,  see  E.  James  Ferguson,  The  Power  of  the  Purse:  A  History  of  American  Pub- 
lic Finance,  1776-1790  (Chapel  Hill:  University  of  North  Carolina  Press,  1961),  pp. 
221-26. 

6  For  this  report,  which  was  submitted  by  a  committee  chaired  by  Howell  on  February 
25  and  adopted  on  March  31,  see/CC,  28:103-5;  and  Charles  Thomson  to  Hannah 
Thomson,  April  3,  note  2. 


Rufus  King  to  Daniel  Kilham 

My  dear  Sir  New  York  8th.  March  [  1 7]  85. 

You  are  not  so  obliging  as  I  wish  you  to  be — not  a  word  from  N[ew- 
bury]  P[ort]  for  near  a  month.  I  had  determined  to  give  you  some  po- 
litical information,  but  you  don't  deserve  it — so  I  will  say  nothing 
upon  the  subject. 

I  wish  to  know  how  you  proceed  in  your  affairs;  how  is  honest  Nat 
Carter?  does  he  think  of  me  ever  as  he  smokes  his  pipe?  if  he  does, 
pray  tell  him  that  I  am  gratified,  that  my  idea  associates  with  agree- 
able objects;  for  such  alone  pass  the  mind  of  a  treaty  smoker.  You 
will  oblige  me  in  mentioning  to  Swett,  that  I  am  truly  interested  in 
his  friendship,  &  prosperity;  I  think  he  deserves  full  as  much  as  he 
has  a  prospect  of  obtaining;  and  this  prospect  is  good  in  the  situation 
where  he  is. 

When  I  shall  be  fortunate  in  meeting  him  and  you  again,  which  I 
hope  is  not  far  distant,  I  think  I  can  remark  to  him  some  ideas  which 
will  be  to  his  benefit. 

Smith  I  suppose  gives  you  a  dinner  twice  or  thrice  in  the  winter — 
you  take  your  supper  with  him,  hear  a  German  battle,  and  ogle  Miss 
Hannah  once  a  week. 

Marquand's  family  must  be  a  society  that  you  court;  she  is  really  a 
woman  of  goodness  and  of  merit;  I  think  comparing  her  character 
with  such  as  I  have  met  with  since  I  left  you,  I  shall  return  with  an  in- 
creased respect  and  esteem  for  her  and  my  other  country  women. 

I  am  gratified  that  the  simple  story  of  Werter  has  afforded  you  any 
amusement.  I  pray  you  to  inform  me  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Lady  to 
whom  I  asked  you  to  make  an  early  loan  of  the  volumes.1  Will  you  per- 
mit me  to  ask  the  particular  favor  of  you  to  present  me  to  her,  in  the 
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tenderest  sentiments  of  genuine  friendship  and  esteem — her  merits 
so  superior  to  what  I  have  usually  found  in  her  sex,  and  her  undissem- 
hled  friendship,  require,  &  shall  always  receive,  the  homage  of  my 
most  profound  respect.  To  know  that  she  reciprocates  in  some  small 
degree  my  good  opinion,  would  be  a  most  flattering  information;  I 
should  believe  myself  possessed  of  merit,  and  without  Vanity,  I  should 
feel  a  very  honorable  pride — this  confidentially. 

I  conclude  with  real  esteem  Your's  &c  R  King 

RC  (NNC:  King  Collection). 

1  Probably  the  1784  edition  of  Johan  Wolfgang  von  Goethe,  The  Sorrows  and  Sympa- 
thetic Attachment  o/Werther:  A  German  Story,  in  a  Series  of  Letters  published  by  Robert  Bell  in 
Philadelphia.  Evans,  Am.  Bibliography,  no.  18,501. 


George  Partridge  to  Henry  Knox 

Dear  Sir  New  York  8th  March  1 785 

This  day  Congress  made  choice  of  you  to  be  their  Secretary  in  the 
War  Department,  but  it  is  rather  doubtful  with  some  of  your  friends 
whither  you  will  accept  on  account  of  the  difficiency  of  Salary,  which 
now  stands  at  only  2450  Dollars:1  however  I  hope  you  will  not  decline 
meerly  on  that  Score,  for  you  are  sensible  that  after  making  a  tryal  of 
six  or  12  months,  or  indeed  a  longer  period  you  will  have  it  in  your 
power  to  resign,  if  on  trial  you  find  the  salary  inadequate,  &  no  addi- 
tion is  made,  but  I  have  no  doubt  but  there  will  be  an  addition.  It 
would  have  been  set  higher  at  the  first,  had  not  some  Gentlemen  sup- 
posed that  a  person  would  be  elected,  in  or  nigh  this  City,  who  could 
afford  to  serve  for  that  allowance;  whither  this  be  a  proper  kind  of 
ceconomy  is  not  determind. 

I  wrote  a  motion  which  I  intended  to  have  made  relative  to  the 
subject  we  were  talking  of  about  the  time  I  left  Boston,  but  on  con- 
sulting about  the  matter  with  some  friends,  twas  thot  best  to  post- 
pone it  till  we  saw  the  fate  of  the  Election.  Tis  probable  I  may  see 
you  at  Boston  before  you  give  an  Answer  to  Congress  on  your  ap- 
pointment, for  I  trust  you  will  not  answer  suddenly  if  you  should 
think  of  a  negative  one  as  it  is  a  place  important  to  the  Interest  8c 
Safety  of  the  U.  States.  I  shall  take  passage  in  the  first  packet  with 
Mr.  Gerry  for  Newport. 

I  am  with  high  Esteem,  yr.  most  Humbe  Servt. 

Geo.  Partridge 

RC  (MHi:  Knox  Papers). 

1  See  Elbridge  Gerry  to  Samuel  Hodgdon,  February  7,  note  2;  and  Charles  Thomson 
to  Knox,  March  9,  1785. 
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Pennsylvania  Delegates  to  John  Dickinson 

Sir  New  York  March  9th.  1785 

We  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  favor  of  date1 

incloseing  the  Memorial  of  the  Merchants  and  Traders  of  the  City  of 
Philada.  expressing  their  apprehensions  of  further  depredations  on 
their  trade  by  the  Barbary  Corsairs  if  Speedy  and  Effectual  Measures 
are  not  taken  to  prevent  them,  which  has  been  laid  before  Congress. 

And  we  are  happy  to  inform  you,  Sir,  &  thro'  you  the  Merchants  of 
Philada.  that  Congress  have  not  been  inattentive  to  this  Very  impor- 
tant concern  to  which  we  believe  they  are  well  disposed  to  give  every 
relief  in  their  power.  Our  Ministers  abroad  have  long  since  been  au- 
thorized to  negociate  with  the  States  of  Barbary  (in  common  with  oth- 
ers) treaties  of  amity  &  commerce  which  we  have  reason  to  know  have 
only  been  rendered  ineffectual  heretofore  (with  the  Barbary  States) 
for  want  of  a  Sum  of  money  which  Custom  has  Made  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  purchase  them. 

Congress  have  lately  appropriated  for  this  purpose  a  Sum  of  Money 
not  exceeding  eighty  thousand  dollars  Subject  to  the  draughts  of  our 
Ministers.2  A  Gentleman  well  recommended  for  his  integrity  and  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  that  Country  will  be  charged  with  fresh  dispatches 
to  Europe  in  a  Short  time  respecting  this  business  who  may  probably 
be  employed  to  carry  into  effect  the  wishes  of  congress  at  the  court  of 
the  Emperor  of  Morrocco.3 

Altho  we  ardently  wish  as  much  as  possible  to  satisfy  the  anxiety  of 
the  Merchants  upon  this  Subject,  yet  we  request  that  no  extracts  may 
be  taken  or  published  as  the  Matter  is  yet  Subjudice  and  any  prema- 
ture publication  may  have  a  tendency  to  delay  if  not  prevent  the  pro- 
posed negociations  and  draw  the  unwary  Merchant  into  a  snare  by 
Mistaking  the  intention  for  the  fact.  There  is  little  reason  to  doubt  but 
that  Great  Brittain  will  use  all  her  influence  to  prevent  any  such 
treaties  being  made.  As  soon  as  Congress  have  taken  their  final  deter- 
minations upon  this  Subject  we  will  have  the  honor  of  communicating 
them  as  far  as  our  injunctions  of  secrecy  will  admit. 

Mr.  Marbois  in  the  name  of  the  King  his  Master  has  made  a  demand 
of  Longchamps,  this  has  been  under  consideration  for  several  days  as 
the  order  of  the  day  and  has  been  postponed,  when  this  great  na- 
tional question  may  be  discussed  is  uncertain  but  there  appears  no 
disposition  to  hurry.4  No  moves  have  been  made  by  the  Connecticut 
Gentlemen  upon  the  Wyoming  business  and  we  remain  in  the  dark 
what  the  wish  of  the  State  is  in  that  affair.  If  any  determinations  of  the 
house  lake  place  we  will  be  much  oblidged  by  your  Exccllys.  commu- 
nication upon  that  Subject.  Genl.  Knox  is  appointed  Secretary  at  war 
— die  treasury  is  not  yet  formed,  no  official  accts  from  Jarvais  or  Os- 
good whether  they  will  serve  or  no. 
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We  are  with  great  respect,  Sir,  your  Excellys.  most  obt  8c  Very  hble 
Servts,  William  Henry 

Joseph  Gardner 

RC  (PHi:  Gratz  Collection).  Written  by  Gardner  and  signed  by  Gardner  and  Henry. 

1  Dickinson's  February  17  letter  and  the  enclosed  memorial  signed  by  11   Philadel- 
phia merchants  are  in  Pa.  Archives,  1st  set.  10:410-1 1. 

2  For  this  February  14  authorization,  see  JCC,  28:65-66. 

3  For  John  Lamb's  employment  in  the  effort  to  negotiate  with  the  Barbary  States,  see 
Abiel  Foster  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  March  26,  note. 

4  See  William  Henry  to  George  Bryan,  February  26,  note  2. 


Jacob  Read  to  George  Washington 

Sir  New  York,  9th  March  1 785 

When  I  had  the  pleasure  to  see  you  last  Summer  at  Mount  Vernon  I 
believe  I  informed  you  in  answer  to  a  question  on  the  Subject  that  Con- 
gress had  received  a  Copy  of  the  Roll  of  Negroes  &ca  taken  by  the  Com- 
missioners for  superintending  the  Embarkations  at  New  York  at  the 
time  of  the  removal  of  the  Refugees  and  British  Garrison  from  this 
City.1  I  now  find  I  was  mistaken  and  that  the  one  I  had  seen  in  the  Of- 
fice of  the  Secretary  of  Congress  was  only  of  168  Negroes  being  the  last 
Inspection  of  the  Whole  and  made  on  board  some  Transports  at  that 
time  at  Anchor  at  Staten  Island.  The  General  Roll  never  has  been  seen 
by  Congress  and  is  at  this  time  Wanted  to  enable  our  Ministers  in  Eu- 
rope to  proceed  to  execute  the  Instructions  of  Congress  of  1785  on  the 
Subject  of  Negroes  Carried  off  in  Contravention  of  the  Treaty  of  peace. 

I  request  Your  Excellency  to  forward  the  Document  alluded  to  as 
early  as  possible.2 

As  I  embark  in  a  day  or  two  for  So  Carolina  to  be  absent  for  2  or  3 
Months  I  cannot  flatter  myself  with  the  pleasure  of  any  Correspon- 
dence with  you  till  my  return  unless  I  can  render  you  any  service  in 
Charles  Town.3  I  beg  you'l  Command  me  in  such  Case  without  reserve 
and  assure  yourself  I  shall  feel  the  greatest  pleasure  in  obeying  your 
Commands. 

The  Public  Prints  will  ere  this  have  informed  you  that  Mr  Jno. 
Adams  is  elected  Minister  to  the  Court  of  London.  I  had  the  happi- 
ness to  succeed  in  my  endeavours  to  send  Col  Wm  Smith  as  Secretary 
to  the  Legation.  Mr  McHenry  of  Maryland  now  in  Congress  offered 
himself  &  there  were  sevl  other  Candidates  but  finding  himself  not 
likely  to  be  elected  Mr  McHenry  with  a  wonderful  dexterity  rose  & 
nominated  the  very  man  whom  he  in  a  conversation  with  me  had  of- 
fered a  great  many  arguments  to  defeat,  it  was  the  Colo's  wish  to  stand 
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on  the  Nomination  of  So.  Carolina,  but  we  were  supplanted  by  this  lit- 
tle Son  of  Esculapius,  however  Smith  was  at  once  Elected.4 

Congress  yesterday  Elected  Gen]  Knox  Secretary  at  War.  I  put  Colo. 
Walker  of  your  late  Family  in  Nomination  &  he  had  an  Honourable 
support.5  The  sallary  is  Cut  down  to  Twenty  four  hundred  8c  Fifty  Dol- 
lars, not  I  am  sure  sufft  to  render  it  worth  Genl  Knox's  acceptance. 
With  this  Idea  I  brought  forward  Col.  Walkers  name — he  woud  have 
been  Elected  but  the  New  Englanders  thought  Genl  Knox  wou'd  ac- 
cept &  rely  on  the  future  generosity  of  Congress  to  make  him  some  Al- 
lowances of  House  rent,  Travelling  expenses,  &ca. 

From  the  want  of  a  full  Congress,  the  great  National  Questions  still 
remain  untouched  &  will  not  be  Attempted  till  late  in  the  Spring 
when  tis  hoped  we  may  Assemble  the  whole  force  of  the  Union  &  try 
if  we  can  act  as  a  Nation,  Which  by  the  bye  I  very  much  doubt  now  the 
Common  rye  of  danger  is  removed.6 

Do  me  the  favour  to  present  my  most  respectful  compliments  to 
Mrs  Washington. 

I  thank  your  Excellency  for  you[r]  full  Communications  in  Answer 
to  my  Enquiries,  they  afforded  me  great  satisfaction  8c  have  conFirmed 
sevl.  Opinions  I  had  early  adopted. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect  8c  regard,  Sir,  Your  Most  Obedt  and 
Most  Humle  Servt,  Jacob  Read 

RC  (DLC:  Washington  Papers). 

1  For  the  commissioners'  report  to  Washington  and  a  discussion  of  his  efforts  to  com- 
ply with  Congress'  directive  to  ascertain  the  number  of  blacks  who  had  been  evacuated 
by  the  British  from  New  York  in  possible  violation  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  see  Washing- 
ton, Papers  (Abbot),  Confederation  Series,  1:50-56. 

2  No  direct  response  from  Washington  to  this  letter  has  been  found,  but  he  explained 
to  Charles  Thomson  on  April  5  that  it  would  be  hazardous  to  send  the  rolls  requested 
by  Read,  suggesting  that  copies  of  them  could  be  obtained  from  the  two  "Commission- 
ers for  superintending  the  Embarkation"  who  were  still  in  New  York,  Egbert  Benson 
and  William  Stephens  Smith.  And  Thomson  subsequently  reported  that  Congress  was 
referring  the  matter  to  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  for  which  see  Thomson  to  John 
Jay  and  to  Washington,  April  22,  1785. 

3  Read  received  leave  of  absence  on  March  8  and  returned  to  Congress  on  July  25  or 
26.  See  JCC,  28:130,  29:571,  575. 

4  See  JCC,  28:106n,  111,  149-50. 

5  For  the  nomination  of  Joseph  Carleton,  Alexander  McDougall,  and  Benjamin 
Walker  as  secretary  at  war  on  March  4  and  Henry  Knox's  election  to  the  post  on  March 
8,  see  JCC,  28:121n;  and  Charles  Thomson  to  Knox,  this  date. 

6  Congress'  ability  to  act  on  public  issues  was  also  the  subject  of  the  following  para- 
graph from  a  letter  Read  wrote  to  Charles  Thomson  from  Charleston  on  April  26.  "I 
wish  you  woud  do  me  the  favour  to  drop  me  a  line  on  What  Messieurs  the  Congress  are 
about;  how  Stands  Cabal,  Gerry,  Munro,  Howell,  &  all  the  other  great  Men — how  do  my 
Colleagues?  do  they  Attend  business  as  they  ought?  I  have  seen  a  copy  of  the  report  of 
your  grand  Committee,  it  will  not  be  liked  here.  Carolina  has  most  certainly  not  had 
credit  for  her  advances  or  she  Coud  not  be  Called  on  for  near  200,000  Dollars — Unless 
indeed  the  pious  New-Englanders  think  tis  time  to  Carry  their  long  projected  Scheme 
into  Execution  &  make  the  southern  states  bear  the  burthen  of  furnishing  all  the  actual 
Money."  Thomson  Papers,  DLC. 
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John  Sitgreaves  to  William  Blount 

Dear  Sir  New  York  9  March  1785. 

Two  posts  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  you1  in  which  I  an- 
swered, in  reply  to  your  last  Letter  enquiring  of  the  fate  of  the  Bill  of 
Exchange  of  Major  Carnes,  that  it  was  paid,  my  reasons  also  for  mak- 
ing use  of  this  money,  contrary  to  your  wish  expressed  to  me,  were 
then  stated.  I  am  sorry  necessity  compelled  it  but  I  hope  no  Inconve- 
nience will  arise  from  it  as  I  have  long  since  written  to  Messrs.  J  G  &  T 
Blount  informing  them  of  this  8c  requesting  them  to  replace  the 
amount  of  the  Bill  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Stuart  &:  Barr  and  place  the 
same  to  my  Account.2 

Scarce  any  thing  new  has  occurred  since  my  last,  except  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Adams  our  late  Minister  at  the  Hague  to  be  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  London,  Colo.  Smith  late  one  of  Genl. 
Washington's  confidential  Officers  is  appointed  Secretary  to  that  Lega- 
tion, the  Secretary  at  War  is  General  Knox.  A  Minister  at  the  Hague  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Adams  is  not  yet  appointed.  Congress  have  much  Busi- 
ness before  them  &  I  believe  will  not  adjourn  before  July  if  they  can 
then,  as  Dr.  Williamson,  Colo.  Spaight  8c  myself  will  all  Return  before 
the  Month  of  May  or  in  that  Month  I  fear  the  Govr.  will  neglect  to 
order  on  the  other  Delegates  8c  the  State  will  be  unrepresented. 

The  late  unfortunate  Conduct  of  my  Brother  which  I  have  just  been 
informed  of  by  my  Father,  gives  me  great  pain  8c  uneasiness,  this  Cir- 
cumstance together  with  the  present  disagreeable  situation  of  the 
Family  &  my  own  immediate  Interest  all  concur  in  urging  &  inducing 
me  to  return  as  soon  as  possible,  the  only  obstacle  which  by  the  bye  is 
a  great  one  is  the  want  of  Money  or  I  shou'd  have  embraced  this  op- 
portunity of  returning.  I  fear  there  are  little  Hopes  that  my  friends  J  G 
8c  T  B  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  remit  me  enough  for  this  purpose 
shortly,  on  this  Consideration  I  shall  be  driven  to  the  disagreeable  ne- 
cessity of  taking  Money  on  loan  if  I  can,  whether  it  can  be  procured 
here  where  I  am  wholly  unacquainted  is  yet  uncertain  8c  doubtful.  If  I 
shou'd  be  successful  in  this  Attempt  I  will  (if  I  can  get  ready  so  soon) 
take  passage  in  Hollister  who  lately  arrived  here  from  New  Bern  &  will 
sail  in  five  or  six  days. 

Inclosed  are  the  last  papers,  a  Letter  on  the  establishment  of  a  Mili- 
tia by  Baron  Steuben3  and  an  Almanac. 

My  Hint  with  respect  to  returning  immediately  need  not  prevent  your 
Brother  from  making  me  remittance  as  soon  as  he  conveniently  can  be- 
cause if  I  shou'd  succeed  in  getting  Money  here,  the  sooner  funds  are 
placed  me  to  repay,  the  less  Interest  8c  more  satisfaction  will  arise. 

Three  Commissioners  will  be  appointed  by  Congress  to  hold 
Treaties  &  conclude  lasting  peace  with  the  Indians  in  the  Southern 
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Department.  We  are  now  debating  on  their  Instructions  &c.  What 
they  will  be,  who  they  will  be  &  when  the  Treaties  will  be  held  I  cannot 
yet  tell  you. 

I  have  had  some  thought  of  nominating  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Commons  or  my  friend  Hawkins  but  I  have  some  Doubts  whether 
they  will  serve,  I  have  come  to  no  Conclusion  on  this  subject. 

I  have  written  this  in  great  Hurry  during  some  long  Debates  you 
will  no  doubt  make  the  proper  Allowances. 

My  Comps.  to  Mrs.  Blount  8c  to  my  friend  Singleton  when  you  see 
him.  I  am  Dear  sir,  With  much  Esteem  &  friendship,  Your's  sincerely, 

Jno  Sitgreaves 

RC  (Nc-Ar:  Blount  Papers). 

1  Not  found. 

2  See  Sitgreaves  to  John  Gray  and  Thomas  Blount,  February  28. 

3  No  such  letter  has  been  found,  but  for  Steuben's  views  on  the  militia  and  "a  peace 
establishment,"  see  these  Letters,  20:212n.l. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Henry  Knox 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  9  March  1 785 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  having  been  pleased  to 
elect  you  to  the  Office  of  Secretary  at  War,  I  embrace  with  pleasure 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  communicating  to  you  the  Ordinance  for 
ascertaining  the  powers  and  duty  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  the  act  es- 
tablishing the  Salary  and  the  Minute  of  the  election.1  I  have  farther  to 
inform  you  that  the  Office  is  removed  to  this  city2  and  may  venture  to 
assure  you  that  your  acceptance  &  speedily  entering  on  the  duties  of 
the  Office  will  be  highly  agreeable  to  Congress.3 

With  great  Respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient 
&  Most  humble  Servt.  Chas  Thomson 

RC  (MHi:  Knox  Papers). 

1  For  the  enclosed  January  27  ordinance  and  Knox's  March  8  election  as  secretary  at 
war,  seeJCC,  28:21-23,  115,  129.  See  also  Elbridge  Gerry  to  Samuel  Hodgdon,  February 
7,  note  1. 

2  For  the  removal  of  the  war  office  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York  by  the  secretary  in 
the  office,  Joseph  Carleton,  see/CC,  28:23,  75,  120n.2. 

3  In  his  March  17  letter  accepting  this  appointment  Knox  explained  that  he  would 
"endeavor  to  be  at  New  York  about  the  12th  of  next  month"  to  undertake  his  duties.  See 
PCC,  item  78,  13:591-94. 
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William  Grayson  to  George  Washington 

Dear  Sir  New  York  March  10th.  1785. 

I  had  the  honor  of  your  favor  of  the  22nd  of  Jany.1  just  as  I  was  set- 
ting of[f]  from  Dumfries,  and  I  should  have  answered  it  from  Mr. 
Orr's  in  Loudoun,  where  I  was  detained  some  time  on  account  of  Mrs. 
Grayson's  illness,  if  I  had  not  wish'd  for  more  time  to  reflect  on  the 
subject  matter  of  it:  It  would  have  giv'n  me  great  pleasure  (if  my  par- 
ticular situation  would  have  permitted)  to  have  waited  on  you  at 
Mount  Vernon  &  to  have  convers'd  with  you  on  the  occasion  as  I 
could  in  that  case  have  entered  more  fully  into  the  different  circum- 
stances than  it  is  practicable  to  do  by  any  communication  on  paper;  I 
shall  now  however  give  you  the  best  information  in  my  power,  as  also 
my  own  sentiments  with  the  utmost  candor  &  sincerity;  It  was  talk'd  of 
by  gentlemen  of  the  House  that  some  mark  of  attention  and  respect 
(not  barely  complimentary)  should  be  paid  you  by  your  native  Coun- 
try; that  the  other  States  in  the  Union  knew  you  only  as  an  American, 
but  that  your  own  knew  you  as  an  American  and  a  Virginian;  the  only 
difficulty  was,  how  to  fall  on  any  expedient  that  might  not  wound  your 
feelings  on  the  one  hand  or  be  unworthy  of  the  Legislature  on  the 
other;  While  matters  remain 'd  in  a  situation  altogether  inconclusive,  a 
gentleman  of  the  Assy,  made  a  motion  respecting  you,  which  it  was 
thought  adviseable  to  oppose  on  the  principle  of  particular  impropri- 
ety; however  it  was  soon  discovered  from  the  temper  of  the  House  that 
if  the  question  had  been  put  it  would  have  been  carried  without  a  dis- 
sentient as  those  in  the  opposition  would  also  have  voted  for  the  mea- 
sure; recourse  was  therefore  had  to  intreaty  &  he  was  prevail'd  on  to 
withdraw  it,  on  being  promis'd  a  plan  should  be  brought  forward 
which  should  in  some  degree  imbrace  his  views  as  well  as  the  wishes  of 
the  House;  accordingly  the  act  which  took  effect  was  presented  the 
next  day,  &  immediately  pass'd  both  Houses.2  Some  of  the  reasons 
which  suggested  it  were  these;  It  had  appeared  by  conversations  out  of 
doors,  on  the  passage  of  the  river  bills,  that  the  House  were  anxious 
(as  you  had  patronized  them  and  opened  their  importance  to  public 
view)  that  the  credit  of  the  undertaking  should  be  ascribed  to  yourself 
&  it  was  wish'd  that  this  might  appear  by  some  public  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture; In  pursuing  this  idea,  it  was  thought  that  such  an  act  might  with 
propriety  contain  a  grant  of  a  certain  number  of  shares  to  yourself 
which  at  the  same  time  that  it  would  be  an  instance  of  the  attention  of 
the  House  might  also  serve  in  part  as  a  reason  for  taking  up  the  sub- 


262  March  10,  1785 

ject  and  introducing  the  other  matter;  It  was  reasoned  by  those  who 
countenanced  this  particular  plan,  that  the  grant  when  measured  by 
the  European  scale  (the  only  criterion  by  which  it  could  be  judged) 
was  so  relatively  inconsiderable,  as  to  exclude  every  idea  of  it's  being 
looked  upon  as  a  reward  for  services;  that  the  value  of  the  subject  was 
so  precarious  &  depended  on  such  a  variety  of  circumstances  as  al- 
most to  prevent  the  sensation  of  property  in  the  mind;  That  the  act 
would  carry  to  Posterity  an  evidence  of  the  part  you  had  acted  in  this 
great  undertaking,  the  remembrance  of  which  would  be  kept  up  by 
the  possessions  which  were  granted  by  the  Assembly  and  retained  by 
your  family;  That  under  every  view  of  the  subject  it  could  be  consid- 
ered in  no  other  light  than  the  Act  itself  set  forth,  an  honorable  testi- 
monial of  the  gratitude  &  affection  of  your  native  Country;  The  gen- 
tlemen who  favored  this  particular  mode,  designedly  contracted  the 
number  of  shares  in  order  to  guard  it  against  the  objections  which 
you  now  suppose  it  to  be  liable  to,  as  the  blank  with  equal  facility 
might  have  fill'd  up  in  such  a  manner  as  to  have  comprehended  ob- 
jects of  much  greater  magnitude;  The  idea  of  your  being  subjected  to 
the  performance  of  any  particular  service  never  once  occurred  and  so 
far  from  it's  being  suppos'd  that  you  are  in  any  degree  circumscribed 
by  the  act  I  am  perfectly  satisfyed  you  will  yourself  confer  the  obliga- 
tion by  the  acceptance;  I  will  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  House  do  not 
wish  you  to  devote  some  portion  of  your  leisure  reflections  to  the  fur- 
therance of  this  great  national  object;  this  is  also  I  verily  believe  the 
case  with  every  man  in  the  state  who  has  reflected  on  the  matter;  in- 
deed numbers  rest  the  success  of  the  measure  in  a  great  degree  on 
such  an  event;  But  then  Sir  this  is  hop'd  for,  not  as  the  effect  or  condi- 
tion of  the  act  but  merely  as  the  result  of  your  own  inclinations;  they 
suppose  such  a  line  of  conduct  will  at  the  same  time,  be  highly  honor- 
able to  yourself  &  that  this  is  one  of  those  few  great  objects  on  which 
you  can  now  with  propriety  fix  your  attention;  The  House  I  am  con- 
vinc'd  would  feel  very  sensibly  if  they  suppos'd  you  concieved  yourself 
to  be  less  independant  on  this  account,  or  that  any  act  of  theirs 
should  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  you  from  offering  your  advice  to 
your  Country  whenever  you  concieved  it  to  be  necessary. 

These  were  the  ideas  which  prevail'd  in  general  on  the  occasion; 
there  was  a  great  variety  of  sentiments,  and  a  great  deal  said  about  the 
matter  particularly  witht.  doors  where  every  man  spoke  his  mind 
freely;  indeed  candor  obliges  me  to  inform  you  that  there  were  not 
wanting  some  who  thought  you  were  plac'd  in  a  situation  which  call'd 
for  assistance  of  a  very  different  nature  from  the  present;  With  respect 
to  what  you  hint  as  to  it's  being  considered  in  the  light  of  a  pension,  I 
am  satisfyed  it  can  never  be  the  case  under  any  view  of  the  subject;  in- 
deed I  cannot  concieve  there  can  be  any  such  thing  in  our  govern- 
ments according  to  the  ideas  generally  annex'd  to  it,  and  if  instead  of 
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a  precarious  unproductive  property  it  had  been  the  grant  of  an  annu- 
ity from  the  United  States,  I  think  it  would  not  have  been  liable  to  this 
appellation,  for  I  look  upon  the  uninfluenced  grant  of  a  free  people 
in  a  very  different  light  from  a  gift  which  proceeds  from  the  caprice  of 
Princes  or  Ministers  and  which  is  always  supposed  whether  true  or 
false  to  be  founded  on  the  principle  of  favoritism;  this  distinction  is 
preserved  in  the  Brittish  constitution  &  is  productive  of  sensations  es- 
sentially different,  the  one  conveying  the  idea  of  personal  favor  and 
the  other  that  of  acknowledg'd  merit;  if  then  the  grants  of  parliament 
in  a  Monarchy  are  looked  upon  as  highly  honorable  to  the  person 
who  recieves  them,  how  much  stronger  ought  the  impresssion  to  be  in 
a  republican  government,  where  the  principle  of  action  is  always  sup- 
pos'd  to  be  Virtue.  Upon  the  whole  however  as  you  have  plac'd  so 
much  confidence  in  me  as  to  consult  me  on  the  occasion,  and  as  the 
subject  is  a  very  delicate  one,  I  would  rather  advise  that  you  should 
not  accept  the  grant  at  present  in  any  other  manner  than  that  of  act- 
ing under  it,  leaving  your  ultimate  decision  to  time  &  future  reflec- 
tion. There  are  persons  in  the  world  interested  in  defeating  the  whole 
undertaking,  and  from  motives  of  resentment  alone  might  be  induc'd 
to  misrepresent  the  purity  of  your  intentions,  &  though  I  have  not  the 
least  doubt  myself  of  the  propriety  of  your  accepting  the  grant  yet  it 
would  be  a  painful  reflection  in  me  to  think  I  had  recommended  a 
measure  which  had  the  most  distant  tendency  in  lessening  you  in  the 
estimation  of  the  world;  it  is  certain  if  I  had  thought  not  it  decidedly 
right,  I  never  would  have  voted  for  it  as  a  representative  of  the  people; 
and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  was  the  case  with  every 
member  of  the  House,  who  never  would  have  offered  a  thing  which 
they  conciev'd  it  was  improper  in  you  to  recieve;  If  you  should  at  a  fu- 
ture period  and  after  the  maturest  consideration  find  yourself  unalter- 
ably determined  against  converting  it  to  your  own  use,  you  will  always 
have  it  in  your  power  to  appropriate  either  the  principal  or  profits  to 
public  purposes  of  essential  utility;  though  this  will  contradict  the  de- 
sires and  wishes  of  your  fellow  Citizens,  and  counteract  the  purposes 
which  gave  rise  to  the  measure.  I  think  it  will  be  less  objectionable 
than  an  absolute  rejection  in  the  first  instance.  It  will  shew  a  willing- 
ness on  your  part  to  comply  with  their  request  as  far  as  your  own  sen- 
sations would  permit  you;  I  hope  however  that  at  some  future  period, 
and  after  you  have  thoroughly  weighed  all  the  circumstances,  you  will 
find  yourself  disposed  as  well  from  the  propriety  of  the  thing  itself,  as 
the  impulse  of  your  own  feelings  towards  your  parent  State,  to  accept 
of  the  grant  in  the  manner  originally  designed  by  the  legislature,  and 
that  the  same  may  go  and  descend  to  your  representative  agreable  to 
their  intentions;  The  Assembly  of  Virginia  have  no  doubt  a  reguard 
for  your  interest,  but  I  am  satisfyed  they  have  a  much  higher  one  for 
your  personal  fame  &  honor.  I  shall  now  leave  this  subject  with  observ- 
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ing  that  there  are  strong  reasons  to  be  urged  against  your  parting  with 
the  power  giv'n  you  by  the  act,  and  which  in  my  opinion  essentially  re- 
guards  the  success  of  the  undertaking,  but  as  your  own  feelings  are 
connected  with  the  subject  I  find  a  repugnance  in  pressing  them  in 
point  of  delicacy.  I  shall  therefore  leave  them  8c  their  operations  to 
the  suggestions  of  your  own  mind  making  no  doubt  they  will  have 
such  an  effect  as  the  magnitude  of  the  object  and  your  attachment  to 
it's  success  may  with  propriety  point  out.  With  respect  to  the  Aspen  & 
Yew  trees,  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  sent  to  Sprigg's  ford  to 
see  if  the  tree  which  the  Doctr.  had  giv'n  me  had  produc'd  any  scions, 
and  was  inform'd  there  were  none;  I  then  applied  to  Mr.  Landon 
Carter  who  had  several  at  his  plantation  on  Bull  run;  Mrs.  Grayson 
whom  I  left  at  Mr.  Orr's  promis'd  me  to  carry  them  behind  her  car- 
riage to  Dumfries  &  to  send  them  from  thence  to  Mount  Vernon  to- 
gether with  any  scions  of  the  yew  tree  which  she  with  the  assistance  of 
Doctr.  Graham  &  Mr.  R.  Graham,  might  be  able  to  procure.  We  have 
very  little  news  here,  Mr.  Marbois  has  inform'd  us  there  will  be  no  war 
between  the  Emperor  and  the  Dutch,  8c  the  Minister  of  the  latter  ex- 
presses himself  to  the  same  purpose,  but  neither  have  communicated 
the  terms  of  the  pacification. 

Congress  are  engaged  in  a  plan  for  opening  their  Land  Office  on 
the  Western  waters, 

In  recommending  a  plan  for  extending  their  powers  in  forming 
Commercial  treaties, 

In  regulating  the  Post  Office  and  in  making  a  Peace  establishment. 
They  have  directed  a  treaty  to  be  form'd  if  practicable  with  the  Pirati- 
cal States  on  the  Coasts  of  Africa;  I  expect  a  Minister  will  be  appointed 
to  the  Court  of  Spain  after  the  arrival  here  of  Don  Diego  Gardoqui;  8c 
one  I  presume  will  be  appointed  to  Holland  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Adams  who  goes  to  the  Court  of  St.  James. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  Yr.  Affect,  friend  8c 
most  Obedt  Servt,  Willm.  Grayson 

RC  (DLC:  Washington  Papers). 

1  See  Washington,  Papers  (Abbot),  Confederation  Series,  2:280-82. 

2  For  the  act  of  the  Virginia  assembly  vesting  Washington  with  50  shares  in  the  Potow- 
mack  River  Co.  and  100  shares  in  the  James  River  Co.  for  his  role  in  opening  both  rivers 
to  navigation,  see  ibid.,  p.  257n.l. 


Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  to  James  Iredell 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  10th.  March  1785 

I  did  not  receive  your  favor  of  the  7  Feby  untill  a  few  days  ago,  and 

have  taken  the  first  leizure  moment  to  answer  it.  Upon  reflection  I  do 
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not  think  it  would  be  so  proper  to  have  applied  to  the  court  to  re- 
instate the  report  they  had  set  aside,  it  would  at  least  have  the  appear- 
ance of  their  having  acted  inconsiderately,  which  the  characters  of 
Judges  in  Equity  ought  not  to  admit  of,  and  therefore  it  is  better  that 
the  individual  should  suffer  pro  tempore,  than  the  least  flaw  be  dis- 
covered in  the  supreme  court.  As  it  is  my  disposition  rather  to  make 
the  best  of  the  present,  than  to  fret  at  what  is  past,  I  submit  with  pa- 
tience to  the  delay,  and  must  rest  satisfied  with  the  new  Order  of  Ref- 
erence. It  is  very  immaterial  to  me  who  the  referees  are,  pro[v]ided, 
they  are  disinterested  men  &  capable  of  settling  accounts.  Mr.  James 
Reed,  Mr.  Thos.  Mclaine  and  Mr.  John  Hurst  the  persons  appointed 
by  the  Second  order  of  reference,  would  be  perfectly  agreeable  to  me, 
but  I  believe  Mr.  Hurst  resides  at  Hillsborough — in  that  case  suppose 
the  two  former,  should  agree  upon  a  third  person  and  proceed  to  the 
settlement  it  would  be  perfectly  agreeable  to  me,  if  it  would  be  so  to 
Mr.  Campbell.  All  I  want  is  a  final  settlement  so  that  I  may  receive 
whatever  may  be  the  balance,  which  I  have  been  too  long  kept  out  of, 
and  the  want  of  which  has  rendered  my  situation  not  only  irksome  but 
very  disagreeable. 

Mr.  Cruike  has  already  a  power  of  Attorney  from  me  to  Act  for  me 
in  the  district  of  Wilmington,  and  whatever  he  may  do  on  my  account, 
I  shall  be  fully  satisfied  with.  The  claim  against  Waddle's  Estate  I  am 
very  Anxious  to  have  settled,  but  fear  nothing  can  be  done  with  it  till 
my  return  to  No.  Carolina;  It  is  my  intention,  at  present  to  be  at  New 
Bern  by  the  20th  or  25th  of  May,  unless  some  thing  happens  to  pre- 
vent me  which  I  do  not  foresee. 

The  only  european  news  we  have  here  is  the  war  between  the  Em- 
peror &  the  Dutch.  The  season  admits  of  nothing  else  but  the  various 
Opinions  of  the  politicians,  whether  the  Controversy  will  be  put  an 
end  to,  by  the  negociations  of  the  Winter  or  decided  by  Arms.  For  my 
part  from  every  Acct.  I  have  heard,  am  induced  to  be  of  the  last  Opin- 
ion. Its  pretty  certain  that  the  only  way  of  putting  an  end  to  it  by  nego- 
ciation  is,  either,  that  the  Dutch  must  give  up  the  free  navigation  of 
the  Scheldt,  or  the  Emperor  desist  from  his  demands.  The  former  are 
decided  in  not  granting  the  free  navigation  of  that  river  first  because 
it  is  contained  in  that  treaty  which  confirmed  their  freedom  and  Inde- 
pendence, and  if  they  admit  any  of  the  Articles  of  that  treaty  not  to  be 
valid  the  others  are  equaly  so.  Secondly  they  have  kept  the  Scheldt 
shut  up  for  more  than  130  years,  without  their  right  for  so  doing,  hav- 
ing ever  been  disputed.  On  the  contrary  it  cannot  be  supposed  that 
the  Emperor  will  recede  from  his  demands;  the  ridicule  it  would  throw 
on  his  character,  to  have  made  such,  as  he  should  be  obliged  to  recede 
from  for  want  of  a  sufficient  force  (the  only  right  he  had  to  plead)  to 
oblige  them  to  comply  with  would  be  too  great,  for  a  prince  of  such 
abilities  and  ambition  as  he  is  supposed  to  possess,  to  submit  to. 
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Congress  have  lately  appointed  Mr.  John  Adams  Minister  to  the 
Court  of  London,  it  was  a  step  absolutely  necessary  to  be  taken,  &  I 
think  has  been  delayed  too  long  and  its  well  for  America  if  her  saving 
policy  don't  cost  her  millions. 

The  holding  of  our  Western  posts  contrary  to  the  Treaty,  her  differ- 
ent arrangements  in  Canada  8c  the  lakes,  added  to  the  murmurs  of 
the  nation  against  America,  and  the  restraints  laid  upon  our  com- 
merce with  them,  Shew  so  hostile  a  disposition  in  the  court  of  Great 
Britain  towards  us,  that  I  think  we  should  at  least  be  prepared  for  any 
think  [thing]  that  might  happen.  Yet  the  States  seemed  to  be  lulled 
into  perfect  security,  few  of  them  have  organized  8c  armed  their  Mili- 
tia, still  fewer  have  taken  any  steps  to  procure  a  sufficient  supply  of 
military  Stores,  without  which  no  nation  ought  to  be,  and  I  think  our 
situation  at  the  begining  of  the  late  War  for  want  of  those  Articles, 
ought  to  be  a  warning  to  America,  never  to  be  unprovided.  The  want 
of  Money  and  the  Unsettled  State  of  Ireland,  rather  than  the  want  of 
Inclination,  will  prevent  them  from  renewing  the  controversy. 

Mrs.  Montgomery  the  Widdow  of  the  late  General  of  that  name  re- 
quested me  to  write  to  some  of  my  Aquaintance  in  Edenton,  to  know 
what  had  become  of  the  Statue  (I  believe  it  is)  that  was  ordered  by 
Congress  to  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  Genl.  Montgomery.  It  was 
sent  from  France  to  Edenton  and  lodged  in  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
Hewes,  Smith  &  Allen,  an  Order  of  Congress  passed  at  Annapolis  for 
its  being  sent  from  thence  to  this  city.1  Shall  I  take  the  liberty  of  re- 
questing you  to  make  this  enquiry  and  to  inform  me  of  the  result? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Regard  &  Esteem,  Dear  Sir,  Your 
most  Obedient  8c  most  humble  Servant, 

Richd.  Dobbs  Spaight. 

RC  (NcD:  Iredell  Manuscripts). 

1  See  JCC,  27:504.  Congress  subsequently  directed  the  board  of  treasury  on  April  29 
"to  have  the  monument  of  General  [Richard]  Montgomery  transported  to  New  York," 
and  on  November  28  the  board  announced  its  arrival.  JCC,  28:321,  29:895n. 


Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  to  John  Francis  Mercer 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  the  10th  March  1785 

I  reed,  your  favor  of  the  24th  Feby.  and  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are 
coming  to  this  City — Pray  what  time  do  you  expect  to  be  here?  Who  is 
to  procure  lodgins  for  you  and  of  what  kind  do  you  want  them  to  be? 
In  my  last1  Informed  you  of  the  Appointment  of  Adams  to  the  British 
court,  Since  which  nothing  material  has  taken  place  in  Congress  except 
the  Appointment  of  Colo.  Wm.  Smith  of  this  City  Secretary  to  that 
Legation — and  Genl.  Knox  Secretary  at  War,  the  number  of  Appli- 
cants, or  persons  nominated  for  this  Office  were  numerous  indeed. 
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Nothing  new  from  Europe.  As  the  Winter  prevents  any  active  opera- 
tions between  the  Dutch  and  the  Emperor,  the  politicians  are  amusing 
themselves,  with  the  various  speculations  how  the  controversy  will 
end,  some  are  of  opinion  by  negociations,  others  think  it  will  be  left  to 
the  decision  of  Aims.  I  confess  I  am  of  the  latter  opinion. 

I  don't  know  on  what  grounds  the  report  respecting  the  opinion  of 
the  Judges  of  England  are  founded,  the  report  is  so,  and  the  fact  re- 
specting the  suit  against  B.  McClanahan,  are  stated  by  himself  in  a  let- 
ter to  Congress,2  I  suppose  the  man  would  not  have  commenced  the 
suit  unless  he  had  some  hopes  of  success.  I  am  with  Esteem,  Dear  Sir, 
Your  sincere  friend,  Richd.  Dobbs  Spaight. 

RC  (PHi:  Etting  Washingtoniana) . 

1  Not  found. 

-  Blair  McClenachan,  a  Philadelphia  merchant,  had  written  to  Congress  from  Lon- 
don on  October  13,  1784,  explaining  that  he  had  recently  been  arrested  on  a  writ  is- 
sued by  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  on  a  complaint  by  one  J.  Brag,  who  alleged  that  he 
had  suffered  damages  of  £3,000  in  the  capture  in  1779  of  his  brig  Richmond  by  the 
Pennsylvania  privateer  Holker  owned  by  McClenachan.  The  letter  had  been  referred  to 
the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  on  February  7  and  Secretary  John  Jay's  report  had  been 
read  in  Congress  on  February  1 1.  Jay  had  concluded  that  the  suit  against  McClenachan 
was  "unquestionably  ill  founded,  not  being  warranted  by  the  Laws  of  War,  nor  consis- 
tent with  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  that  Country  and  this,"  but  since  no  judgment 
had  been  rendered,  "and  probably  never  will  be,"  no  action  would  be  required  to  ob- 
tain redress.  See  PCC,  item  78,  16:423-26,  item  81,  1:9-12;  and/CC,  28:47n,  59n. 

More  interestingly,  Jay  had  gone  on  to  speculate  that  the  suit  against  McClenachan 
had  been  inspired  by  New  York's  sweeping  March  17,  1783,  "Act  for  granting  .  .  .  Relief 
in  cases  of  certain  Trespasses"  authorizing  owners  of  New  York  City  property  to  bring 
suit  for  losses  suffered  during  the  British  occupation,  which  Jay  also  considered  "con- 
trary to  the  Laws  of  Nations  and  the  Faith  of  the  Treaty  between  Britain  and  the  United 
States."  But  Congress  took  no  official  notice  of  the  report  or  the  implicit  and  apparently 
controversial  conclusion  that  Congress  should  seek  the  repeat  or  revision  of  New  York's 
law  to  prevent  further  British  retaliation  against  American  citizens  in  Britain. 


William  Churchill  Houston  to  Samuel  Dick 

Dear  Sir,  Trenton  1 1  March  1785. 

This  Day  I  received  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Cadwalader  urging  my  Prepara- 
tion to  repair  to  New  York,  and  that  I  would  forward  you  a  Notice  to  do 
the  like.1  Had  it  been  expected  of  me  to  go  to  New  York,  which  I  am 
now  well  convinced  it  never  was,  and  had  I  the  Strongest  Inclination  to 
be  there,  it  would  be  totally  improper  and  impracticable  for  me  to  think 
of  it  Seriously,  considering  the  Time  proposed  which  is  the  first  of  April. 
The  Supreme  Court  then  comes  on,  where  official  Duty  will  not  dis- 
pense with  my  Attendence,  that  will  last  near  if  not  a  fortnight,  from  the 
Appearance  of  Business.  The  next  Court  comes  on  early  in  Mav.  In  this 
Detail  I  pay  no  regard  to  professional  Business,  but  to  that  only  which  is 
required  of  me  as  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court.  I  did  once  expect  to 
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have  been  able  to  attend  after  May  Court,  but  upon  examining  the  Mat- 
ter with  Attention,  am  compelled  to  give  up  the  Prospect  as  hopeless, 
reluctandy  indeed,  but  so  it  must  be.  Perhaps  the  Legislature  may  meet 
in  the  Spring,  when  I  can  redre  with  Propriety  from  the  Delegadon.  On 
your  Way  to  New-York  give  me  a  Call,  and  I  will  convince  you  that  I  do 
right  in  not  indulging  any  Hopes  of  Attending  in  Congress  during  their 
Stay  at  New-York;  at  least  for  the  present  Year. 

You  will  come  on  as  soon  as  practicable.  Not  later,  by  any  Means, 
than  the  first  Week  in  April.  And  I  hope  it  may  be  convenient  with  re- 
spect to  Business,  and  agreeable  in  Point  of  Inclinadon.  But  be  sure  to 
come  in  any  Event. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  real  Respect,  your  very  obedt.  and  hble  Servt. 

W.  C.  Houston 

Tr  (DLC:  Burnett  Collection).  Transcribed  by  Edmund  C.  Burnett  from  "Original  in 
the  possession  of  Mr.  Charles  Mecum  of  Salem,  N.J.,"  ca.  1933. 

1  Lambert  Cadwalader's  letter  has  not  been  found.  Houston  did  not  return  to  his  seat 
in  Congress  until  June  21;  Dick  attended  May  16.  See/CC,  28:351,  361,  372,  465,  471. 


James  McHenry  to  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer 

New  York  11  March  1785 

I  have  lodged  your  letters  in  the  English  mail,1  and  have  received  from 
Willing,  Hewes  8c  Swanwick  a  letter  valuing  the  Delegadon  on  Constable 
8c  Rucker  of  this  City,  so  that  our  draughts  on  the  former  will  be  paid  by 
the  latter  agreeably  to  your  arrangement.  I  thank  you,  for  myself  for  this 
fresh  mark  of  your  remembrance  and  attendon,  and  I  make  no  doubt 
but  that  the  other  gendemen  are  duly  sensible  of  the  obligadon. 

Mr.  Henry  arrived  on  Thursday  which  makes  three  in  conformity  to 
the  recommendation  of  Congress.  In  a  few  days  Delaware  will  be  pre- 
sent and  Georgia  is  expected  hourly;  so  that  we  may  soon  see  the 
Union  fully  represented.  This  circumstance  and  the  many  important 
matters  before  Congress  in  which  the  state  is  materially  interested  will 
keep  me  here  till  some  time  in  next  month,  when  I  hope  to  be  at  lib- 
erty to  make  a  visit  to  Philadelphia  to  endeavour  to  persuade  Mrs. 
McHenry  to  accompany  me  to  New-York.2 

I  presume  you  have  heard  of  our  late  appointments.  Adams  to  the 
court  of  London,  and  Jefferson  successor  to  Doctor  Franklin.  We  sdll 
continue  however  (so  inform  Mr.  Stone)  Mr.  Adams  and  Jefferson 
joint  commissioners  to  form  our  commercial  treades. 

Mr.  Stone  will  oblige  me  very  much  by  giving  me  as  early  notice  as 
possible  whether  the  within  report3  is  in  conformity  to  his  sentiments; 
or  whether  it  meet  with  his  concurrence  in  the  grand  committee. 
Some  are  of  opinion  that  an  average,  say  75,  would  bring  the  U.S.  less 
in  debt.4  I  fear  the  report  would  open  a  door  for  frauds  to  a  consider- 
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able  amount.  Mr.  Stone  will  excuse  me  for  not  writing  him  by  this 
post.  It  does  not  he  may  be  assured  proceed  from  any  other  cause 
than  want  of  time. 

With  great  esteem  &  regard,  I  am  Dr  Sir,  Your  obt. 

James  McHenry 

RC  (PHi:  Gratz  Collection). 

1  McHenry's  letter  is  without  address,  but  was  undoubtedly  a  response  to  a  letter  of 
February  17  from  Jenifer  which  opened:  "I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  to  for- 
ward the  enclosed  letters  by  the  March  Packet."  See  Steiner,  James  McHenry,  pp.  89-90. 

2  McHenry  explained  his  plans  for  visiting  Philadelphia  in  the  following  terms  when 
he  wrote  to  his  wife  on  March  13. 

"Your  silence  by  Fridays  post  has  led  me  to  think  that  you  had  calculated  on  my  being 
on  the  way  to  Philadelphia,  and  thus  it  is,  perhaps,  that  both  have  been  disappointed.  It 
must  however,  as  I  have  mentioned  to  you,  be  at  least  three  weeks  before  I  can  venture 
upon  the  journey.  I  know  not  why  it  is  but  ever  since  I  have  been  joined  by  Mr  Henry,  I 
am  more  anxious  to  see  you  and  more  uneasy  at  being  here,  than  if  he  had  continued 
away,  notwithstanding  his  being  here  puts  it  in  my  power  to  see  you  much  sooner  than 
if  he  had  not  arrived.  You  must  my  love  comfort  me  with  your  philosophy,  which  I  ac- 
knowledge is  greatly  superior  to  mine;  You  must  convey  to  me  what  never  fails  to  exhili- 
rate  my  spirits;  what  alone  can  render  the  shortest  absence  even  tolerable,  those  kind 
letters;  those  continued  proofs  of  unabated  affection,  which  tell  me  that  I  possess  all 
that  my  heart  can  desire."  McHenry  Collection,  MdHi. 

3  Apparently  the  report  on  a  requisition  on  the  states  for  1785  under  debate  in  grand 
committee,  which  was  submitted  March  31.  See  JCC,  28:15,  214-20. 

4  The  quotas  of  all  the  states  had  been  in  arrears  for  years,  and  in  recognition  of  this 
fact  Congress  had  proposed  for  1785  that  the  states  be  called  upon  only  to  "make  up 
one  half  of  their  original  quota, "  JCC,  26:306.  The  1785  quota  of  $3  million  proposed  by 
the  committee  was  calculated  as  "three  quarters  of  the  remaining  moiety"  of  the  previ- 
ous unpaid  requisitions.  JCC,  28:217. 


William  Samuel  Johnson  to  Ann  Johnson 

My  Dearest,1  New  York  Sundy  Eveng.  Mar.  13th.  1785 

I  arrived  here  Thursday  Evening  in  good  season,-  tho'  the  Roads  & 
the  Weather  were  both  disagreeable.  I  caught  no  material  Cold  this 
Journey,  8c  continue  in  good  health,  hoping  that  I  shall  soon  have  the 
pleasure  to  hear  the  same  of  you.  Our  Friends  here  are  well,  except 
Mrs.  Verplank  who  is  however  about  House,  &  recovering.  I  send  you 
by  the  Stage  12  lb.  of  Coffee,  for  which  I  gave  two  Dollars,  the  Quan- 
tity abated  the  price  otherwise  sho'd  not  have  sent  so  much;  I  wish  it 
may  be  good.  Betsey  will  find  a  small  Box  of  Black  Wafers,  which  she 
desired  to  have,  8c  Charles,  in  a  separate  bundle,  the  shoe  Brushes  he 
wanted.  The  Miss  Van  Dam's  know  of  no  proper  Servant  for  you  at 
present.  The  one  that  offer'd  means  to  be  an  Housekeeper,  rather,  I 
fancy,  above  the  Stile  you  would  chuse.  Others  may  perhaps  offer 
soon.  Mr.  Buchanan  has  one  Girl,  or  rather  Woman  (for  just  as  the 
Ship  sail'd  she  Married  one  of  the  Men  who  was  coming  out,  &  had 
paid  his  Passage)  who  he  says  is  likely,  8c  has  two  Years  to  serve  for 
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£8.0.0  sterling,  or  £10.13.4  our  Money.  He  thinks  her  Husband  might 
be  engaged  to  serve  with  her  at  moderate  Wages.  I  have  not  seen 
them,  nor  shall  engage  them  without  your  Orders.  He  expects  an- 
other Ship  with  a  Cargo  of  Servants,  in  a  Month  or  six  Weeks,  perhaps 
you  may  then  have  a  better  choise.3  I  thus  state  all  the  Chances,  that 
you  may  Judge  for  yourself,  8c  leave  the  whole  to  your  determination, 
in  which  I  shall  acquiesce.  That  Ship  is  to  return  to  Scotland,  &  by  her 
Mr.  Buchanan  proposes  to  write  to  his  Friends  about  Mrs.  McCoys 
Children.  I  shall  do  all  in  my  Power  to  find  them  out,  8c  with  tenderest 
Love  to  all  the  Family  remain,  Yr.  most  affectionate  Husband 

Wm.  Saml.  Johnson 

RC  (CtHi: Johnson  Papers). 

1  Ann  Beach  Johnson  (d.  1796),  to  whom  Johnson  had  been  married  since  1749.  Eliz- 
abeth P.  McCaughey,  From  Loyalist  to  Founding  Father:  The  Political  Odyssey  of  William 
Samuel  Johnson  (New  York:  Columbia  University  Press,  1980),  pp.  32-33,  260. 

2  Johnson  had  returned  March  10  from  a  wrenching  trip  home  to  bury  his  daughter 
Nancy.  He  had  received  word  from  Ann  of  her  approaching  death  on  February  28,  and 
set  out  for  home  the  same  day.  The  following  entries  from  his  diary  for  February  28  and 
March  1  record  the  drama.  "Set  out  at  5  O'Clock  in  the  Stage  with  Betsey  &  Mr.  Ellison. 
At  27  M[ile]  Stone  broke  down  &c.  Came  in  Sled  to  East  Chester.  Then  in  a  Waggon  to 
Rye.  Lodged  at  Havilands. . . .  [March  1]  Set  out  at  6.  in  the  other  Stage  which  met  us 
here.  But  the  Roads  were  so  bad  &  the  Horses  so  feeble  that  we  did  not  arrive  at  Strat- 
ford till  after  8.  O'Clock  at  Night  when  I  found  my  Dear  Daughter  had  expired  about 
an  hour  before. "Johnson  Diary,  CtHi. 

3  Johnson  returned  to  this  theme  in  his  next  extant  letter  to  Ann,  encouraging  her  to 
replace  a  slave  girl  she  had  found  troublesome.  "I  was  very  sorry  to  find  [. . .]  gives  you 
so  much  trouble,"  he  wrote  on  April  10,  "but  there  is  certainly  no  reason  nor  occasion 
whatever  for  you  to  keep  her  to  be  only  troublesome  to  you.  If  therefore  you  are  fully 
satisfied  that  you  can  make  nothing  of  her,  &  determine  to  try  her  no  farther  send  her 
to  me  by  the  first  Boat  that  comes  down.  I  can  no  doubt  let  her  out  or  sell  her  here  at 
worst  to  some  of  the  Southn  Gentn.,  but  it  may  be  best  not  to  mention  much  at  least  of 
this  Latter  Method  of  disposing  of  her.  I  beg  you  will  by  no  means  let  her  be  a  vexation 
to  you  but  rather  send  her  to  me  immediately.  Let  me  know  by  return  of  the  Stage  what 
price  I  shall  set  upon  her,  mean  time  I  will  be  diligently  looking  out  a  Market  for  her.  I 
cannot  bear  the  thots  of  your  having  a  Mom[en]ts  uneasiness  about  her."Johnson  Pa- 
pers, CtHi. 


Rufus  King  to  Henry  Knox 

Sir,  New  York  14th  March  1785. 

Before  this  comes  to  hand  you  will  have  received  official  notice  of 
your  appointment  of  Secretary  at  war;  with  this  notice  you  will  un- 
doubtedly be  informed  that  the  salary  is  fixed  at  twenty  four  hundred 
and  fifty  Dollars.1  This  sum  is  too  small,  but  in  the  existing  situation  of 
affairs  it  was  not  practicable  to  obtain  a  larger  sum.  The  Office  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  honorable  one;  and  the  U.S.  will  not  suffer  the  head  of  so 
very  respectable  a  department  to  remain  unsupported.  The  ordinance 
for  erecting  federal  buildings  on  the  Delaware,  makes  provision  for 
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the  secretary  at  War — the  salary  of  that  Officer  has  been  determined 
on,  since  the  passing  of  the  Ordinance  relative  to  federal  buildings;  a 
future  congress  would  probably  be  of  opinion  that  House  Rent  should 
be  allowed  to  the  Secretary  at  War  exclusive  of  his  salary,  until  the  fed- 
eral buildings  are  completed. 

Add  to  this,  if  the  contingent  expences  of  the  Office,  including  the  ex- 
pence  of  travelling  to  and  from  the  various  Posts  and  Magazines  are  al- 
lowed to  the  secretary,  the  salary  would  be  more  adequate  to  his  support. 

In  fact;  when  congress  shall  be  convinced  by  a  particular  statement  of 
expenditure  that  the  salary  is  insufficient,  they  certainly  will  not  refuse  to 
increase  it:  the  present  Sum  therefore  I  hope  will  not  be  an  objection. 

If  the  wishes  of  your  particular  friends,  and  the  enure  Satisfaction  of 
the  states  would  be  an  inducement  to  your  acceptance,  you  cannot 
refuse.  I  could  not  excuse  myself,  did  I  not  make  these  observations  to 
you;  the  present  wasting  condition  of  the  Department  requires  the  hand 
of  a  master;  if  you  decline,  I  fear  we  shall  be  driven  into  an  election,  that 
will  neither  aid  the  Dignity,  nor  preserve  the  interest,  of  the  Union. 

I  wish  you  to  understand  me  to  communicate  the  sentiments  of  an 
individual  friend,  and  which  carry  with  them  no  manner  of  public 
Obligation.  I  write  as  one  Citizen  anxious  for  the  public  wellfare,  to 
another  capable  of  promoting  it.  Please  to  present  me  with  respect  to 
Mrs.  Knox,  and  believe  me  to  be  with  perfect  consideration  your  Obt. 
Servt.  Rufus  King 

RC  (MHi:  Knox  Papers). 

1  See  Elbridge  Gerry  to  Samuel  Hodgdon,  February  7,  note  2;  and  Charles  Thomson 
to  Knox,  March  9,  1785. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Samuel  Adams 

My  dear  Sir,  New  York  March  1 4.  1 785 

Your  favors  (for  I  am  always  favored  when  you  are  pleased  to  write 
to  me)  by  Mr  Walker  of  the  9th,  and  by  Captain  Landais  of  the  10th  of 
December  were  duly  delivered  to  me  by  those  gentlemen,  and  without 
loss  of  time  I  laid  them  before  Congress.  Their  applications  have  been 
referred  to  very  good  Committees,1  so  that  there  is  reason  to  expect 
that  these  Gentlemen  will  receive  just  and  satisfactory  determinations 
from  Congress.  Your  very  friendly  and  sensible  letter  of  the  23d  of  the 
same  month2  deserves  my  sincerest  thanks  and  approbation,  which 
with  great  cordiality  I  present  to  you.  My  ill  health  (with  much  busi- 
ness and  the  necessary  attention  to  the  ceremonies  of  my  office)  pre- 
vents me  from  being  so  punctual  a  correspondent  as  I  wish  to  be — but 
I  well  know  that  your  goodness  will  excuse  me.  It  is  the  part  of  a  friend 
to  advise,  and  of  a  well  disposed  mind  to  profit  from  good  counsel.  I 
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shall  certainly  endeavor  to  benefit  from  your  judicious  sentiments. 
Very  much  it  is  to  be  wished  that  all  who  are  in  authority,  discerned 
with  you  that  the  eyes  of  the  world  are  upon  us,  that  great  expecta- 
tions are  formed  from  great  beginnings,  and  that  wisdom  and  virtue 
can  alone  satisfy  such  just  expectations.  It  is  however  much  too  corre- 
spondent with  human  nature  to  exult  "beyond  measure,"  and  thereby 
to  neglect  those  duties  that  better  sentiments  ought  to  inspire.  To  this 
cause  may  perhaps  be  attributed  much  of  the  inattention  and  violence 
that  have  too  generally  taken  place  since  the  preliminary  articles  were 
made  known  to  us.  Whether  in  public  or  in  private  life,  it  seems  most 
becoming  wise  men  in  the  time  of  victory  and  success,  to  practice  the 
virtues  of  Magnanimity  and  Justice,  to  avoid  the  display  of  irascible 
passions,  by  effectually  "burying  the  hatchet"  as  our  Aborigines  ex- 
press the  idea.  Without  this  philosophic  temper,  what  would  become 
of  mankind  governed  as  they  too  generally  are  by  Tyrants  whose 
caprice  forceth  Nations  into  War?  Endless  carnage  and  evil  without 
bounds  must  be  the  result.  The  philanthropy  that  I  revere  and  admire 
in  your  character  must  revolt  at  the  contemplation  of  it.  And  I  think 
that  the  Christian  philosophy,  in  tenderness  for  human  infirmities 
strongly  inculcates  principles  of  mutual  forgiveness  and  benevolence. 
These  reflections  have  been  created  in  my  mind  by  that  kind  of  exul- 
tation "beyond  measure"  which  you  so  wisely  deprecate,  and  which  I 
have  seen  so  much  to  prevail  as  to  injure  in  my  idea  that  greatness  of 
character,  which  had  dignified  America  in  her  resistance  to  British 
Tyranny.  For  I  am  not  disposed  to  admit  Revenge  as  a  just  plea  for 
such  Extravagancies,  altho'  a  well  judged  system  of  measured  politics 
may  be  admissible.  The  selfishness  and  corruption  of  Europe  I  have 
no  doubt  about,  and  therefore  wish  most  sincerely  that  our  free  Re- 
publics may  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  changed  &  wrongly  wrought 
upon  by  the  corrupt  maxims  of  policy  that  pervade  European  Coun- 
cils— where  artful  and  refined  plausibility  is  forever  called  in  to  aid 
the  most  pernicious  designs.  It  would  seem  as  if  there  were  a  general 
jealousy  beyond  the  water,  of  the  powerful  effects  to  be  derived  from 
Republican  virtue  here,  and  so  we  hear  a  constant  cry  from  thence, 
echoed  &  re-echoed  here  by  all  Expectants  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States — That  Congress  must  have  more  power — That  we  can- 
not be  secure  &:  happy  until  Congress  command  implicitly  both  purse 
&  sword.  So  that  our  confederation  must  be  perpetually  changing  to 
answer  sinister  views  in  the  greater  part,  until  every  fence  is  thrown 
down  that  was  designed  to  protect  &  cover  the  rights  of  Mankind.  It  is 
a  melancholy  consideration  that  many  wise  &  good  men  have,  some- 
how or  other,  fallen  in  with  these  ruinous  opinions.  I  think  Sir  that 
the  first  maxim  of  a  man  who  loves  liberty  should  be,  never  to  grant  to 
Rulers  an  atom  of  power  that  is  not  most  clearly  &  indispensably  nec- 
essary for  the  safety  and  well  being  of  Society.  To  say  that  these  Rulers 
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are  revocable,  and  holding  their  places  during  pleasure  may  not  be 
supposed  to  design  evil  for  self-aggrandizement,  is  affirming  what  I 
cannot  easily  admit.  Look  to  history  and  see  how  often  the  liberties  of 
mankind  have  been  oppressed  &  ruined  by  the  same  delusive  hopes  & 
fallacious  reasoning.  The  fact  is,  that  power  poisons  the  mind  of  its 
possessor  and  aids  him  to  remove  the  shackles  that  restrain  itself.  To 
be  sure,  all  things  human  must  partake  of  human  infirmity,  and  there- 
fore the  Confederation  should  not  be  presumptuously  called  an  infal- 
lible system  for  all  times  and  all  situations — but  tho'  this  is  true,  yet  as 
it  is  a  great  and  fundamental  system  of  Union  8c  Security,  no  change 
should  be  admitted  until  proved  to  be  necessary  by  the  fairest,  fullest 
8c  most  mature  experience.  Upon  these  principles  I  have  ever  been 
opposed  to  the  5  Per  Cent  impost.  My  idea  is  still  that  of  the  Confed- 
eration, Fix  the  sum,  apportion  it,  8c  let  every  State  by  its  own  means, 
and  in  its  own  way  faithfully  &  honestly  make  its  payment.  That  the 
now  federal  mode  of  apportionment  is  productive  of  delay,  of  great 
expence,  and  still  liable  to  frequent  change,  is  certain.  And  therefore 
I  see  no  inconvenience  in  so  far  altering  the  Confederation  as  to 
make  the  Rule  of  Apportionment  lie  upon  the  numbers  as  stated  in 
the  recommendation  of  Congress  upon  that  subject.  But  I  can  never 
agree  that  this  Body  shall  dictate  the  mode  of  Taxation,  or  that  the 
collection  shall  in  any  manner  be  subject  to  Congressional  controul.  It 
is  said  that  this  will  more  effectually  secure  the  Revenue — But  how  so? 
if  a  spirit  prevails  to  neglect  a  duty  imposed  by  the  Confederation, 
may  not  the  same  spirit  render  abortive  at  any  time  Acts  passed  for 
granting  the  Impost?  Besides  that  we  are  depending  for  the  payment 
of  our  debts  upon  uncertainty,  when  the  most  certain  revenues  of  the 
State  ought  to  be  appropriated  to  that  purpose.  Whilst  every  good 
man  wishes  great  punctuality  to  prevail  in  the  payment  of  debts,  he 
must  at  the  same  time  condemn  and  discourage  large  importations 
which  impoverish  by  encreasing  the  balance  of  trade  against  us.  So 
that  from  this  system  we  are  to  expect  our  greatest  good  from  our 
greatest  evil.  A  good  physician  will  tell  you  that  contrary  indications  of 
cure  threaten  danger  to  human  life,  and  by  a  just  parity  of  reason, 
contrary  indications  threaten  danger  to  the  Political  body.  But  happily 
for  us,  our  political  disease  admits  of  simple  remedies  for  its  cure,  if 
rightly  judged  of,  and  wisely  practised  upon.  Let  it  therefore  be  the  ef- 
fort of  every  Patriot  to  encourage  a  punctual  payment  of  each  State's 
quota  of  the  federal  demand,  and  let  the  money  he  found  in  ways 
most  agreable  to  the  circumstances  of  every  State.  This  is  the  plan  of 
the  Confederation,  and  this  I  own  will  be  mine,  until  more  satisfactory 
experience  has  proved  its  inefficacy. 

A  word  more  upon  the  point  of  our  just  wishes  to  be  detached  from 
European  politics,  and  European  vices  of  course.  I  wish  it  most  sin- 
cerely. But  unfortunately  Creat  Britain  is  upon  our  Northern  quarter 


274  March  14,  1785 

and  Spain  upon  the  Southern.  We  are  therefore  compelled  to  mix 
with  their  Councils  in  order  to  be  guarded  against  their  ill  designs.  I 
am  very  happy  to  hear  from  my  friend  Mr  Lovell  that  you  are  in 
health  and  spirits,  &:  that  you  still  delight  to  speak  of  politics.  There  is 
nothing  in  this  life  that  would  give  me  more  happiness  than  to  see  & 
converse  with  you  in  Boston — but  Alas!  I  fear  that  my  poor  state  of 
health  will  deny  me  this  pleasure — yet  at  all  times  and  in  every  place,  I 
shall  be  dear  Sir,  your  most  affecte  friend, 

Richard  Henry  Lee. 

RC  (NN:  Samuel  Adams  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Thomas  l.ee  Shippen  and  signed  by 
Richard  Henry  Lee. 

1  Adams'  "favors"  of  December  9  and  10  have  not  been  found,  but  the  January  22 
memorial  of  Thomas  Walker,  a  Boston  merchant  formerly  of  Montreal,  requesting  com- 
pensation for  the  burning  of  his  store  and  goods  and  his  imprisonment  at  the  hands  of 
the  British  military  as  a  consequence  of  his  American  sympathies,  was  referred  to  Rufus 
King,  David  Howell,  and  James  Monroe  who  recommended  on  April  1 1  that  he  be  paid 
$1,500  and  that  his  memorial  be  referred  for  further  consideration  to  the  committee 
on  Canadian  applications,  which  Congress  approved  on  the  15th.  See  JCC,  28:17n,  245, 
270;  and  PCC,  item  41,  10:665-68.  item  185,  3:110,  item  186,  fol.  179.  A  February  10 
memorial  from  Pierre  Landais,  late  captain  of  the  frigate  Alliance,  embraced  a  series  of 
requests  for  past  expenses  and  subsistence,  back  pay,  a  gratuity  for  transporting  goods 
to  North  America,  and  claims  relating  to  prizes  carried  into  France,  Holland,  and  Nor- 
way. It  was  referred  on  February  10  to  a  committee  consisting  of  King,  John  Beam,  and 
Samuel  Hardy  which  was  renewed  on  April  12  with  Howell  replacing  Hardy.  In  their 
April  18  report,  which  was  issued  as  a  broadside  for  the  use  of  Congress,  the  committee 
recommended  that  Landais  receive  a  total  of  $6,312  5/10  for  his  gratuity  and  "the  bal- 
ance of  his  account  for  pay,  subsistence  and  extra  expences  while  in  public  service," 
which  Congress  approved  June  2.  Action  on  his  prize  claims  was  deferred.  See  JCC, 
28:55n,  257n,  276-77,  417-18,  29:921;  and  PCC,  item  41,  5:361-76,  item  185,  3:111, 
item  190,  fols.  9,  30. 

2  Adams'  letter  of  December  23,  1784,  is  in  Adams,  Writings  (dishing),  4:308-12. 


North  Carolina  Delegates  to  Alexander  Martin 

Sir,  New  York  18th  March  1785 

Since  our  last  to  your  Excellency  of  the  1st  Instant,  Congress  have 
passed  resolutions  for  holding  Treaties  of  peace  with  the  Indians  in 
the  Southern  Department.  Three  Commissioners  are  to  be  appointed 
for  this  purpose,  and  monies  voted  for  paying  the  incidental  ex- 
pences. Each  of  the  Executives  of  the  Southern  States  are  to  be  offi- 
cially informed  on  this  subject,  and  may,  if  they  think  proper  send  an 
agent  to  be  present  at  the  Treaties.1 

We  enclose  your  Excellency  a  Resolve  of  Congress,  limiting  the  time 
in  which  unliquidated  accounts  against  the  United  States,  are  to  be 
given  in  to  the  Commissioners,  appointed  to  adjust  and  settle  the  Ac- 
counts of  Individuls  against  the  United  States,  and  precluding  those 
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who  fail  to  comply  with  that  resolution  from  any  future  settlement.  We 
thought  it  our  duty  to  oppose  it,  as  we  conceive  the  time  allowed  is  too 
short  for  the  Citizens  of  North  Carolina  living  in  the  western  parts  of 
the  State,  who  are  Creditors  of  the  United  States.2  There  being  no 
Commissioners  in  the  State  will,  however,  extend  the  time  a  Month  or 
two  Longer. 

Mr.  Jefferson  is  appointed  to  succeed  Doctor  Franklin  at  the  Court 
of  Versailles,  who  has  leave  to  retire  agreeable  to  his  repeated  re- 
quests. Mr.  John  Brown  of  Providence  is  elected  a  Commissioner  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  Ordinance  of  the  23d  December  last,  in  the 
place  of  Genl.  Schuyler  who  has  declined  accepting  that  appointment. 

Nothing  more  of  Consequence  has  occured  that  we  are  at  liberty  to 
Communicate. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  Serts.  Richd.  Dobbs  Spaight. 

Jno  Sitgreaves 

RC  (NjMoHP:  Lloyd  W.  Smith  Collection).  Written  by  Spaight  and  signed  by  Spaight 
and  Sitgreaves. 

1  See  South  Carolina  Delegates  to  Benjamin  Guerard,  January  25,  note  8;  and  Charles 
Thomson  to  Certain  States,  March  24. 

2  SeeJCC,  28:167-68;  and  the  following  entry. 


Charles  Thomson  to  the  States 

Sir,  (Circular)  Secretary's  Office  March  18th.  1785 

Congress  being  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  limiting  a  time  for 
all  persons  having  unliquidated  claims  against  the  United  States  to 
bring  in  such  Claims  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  with  the 
utmost  expedition  the  amount  of  the  national  debt,  as  to  prevent  or 
detect  the  attempts  that  are  making  to  defraud  the  public,  have 
passed  the  resolution  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose.1 

As  it  is  of  importance  to  the  Inhabitants  of  your  State,  who  have  just 
claims  against  the  United  States  to  be  informed  of  this  as  speedily  as 
possible  I  trust  your  Excellency  will  excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in  ad- 
dressing this  resolution  to  you  and  requesting  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  give  the  necessary  Orders  for  making  it  known  to  all  concerned,  by 
causing  it  to  be  printed  and  dispersed  through  the  different  Counties 
and  districts  of  your  State  or  in  such  other  way  as  you  shall  judge  best. 
With  great  respect  &  Esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCX],  item  18A). 

1  The  enclosed  resolution  had  its  origin  in  a  February  23  motion  by  Elbridge  Gerry  for 
expediting  the  settlement  of  unliquidated  claims  and  a  motion  of  the  same  date  by  David 
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Howell  for  regulating  commissioners  of  accounts.  Both  had  been  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee consisting  of  Gerry,  Samuel  Hardy,  and  Hugh  Williamson,  whose  February  28  report 
was  debated  and  adopted  on  March  17.  SeeJCC,  28:93-94,  107-8.  166-69,  29:918. 

For  the  unsuccessful  effort  of  the  North  Carolina  delegates  to  extend  the  limit  for  sub- 
mitting such  claims  from  12  months  to  23,  see  ibid.,  pp.  167-68;  and  the  preceding  entry. 


Joseph  Gardner  to  George  Bryan 

Dear  sir  New  York  March  19th.  1785 

I  have  received  so  many  of  yours  without  answering  them  that 
hardly  remember  where  to  begin.  The  death  of  my  friend  was  an  ex- 
pected event  for  some  time.  I  am  Very  glad  that  so  great  respect  was 
paid  by  his  friends  to  his  remains.  Mr  Searle  who  attended  the  funeral 
informs  me  that  he  never  saw  in  Philadelphia  so  large  a  concourse  of 
people  upon  the  like  occassion.1 

The  fate  of  the  funding  bill  I  am  likewise  informed  of.  I  am  pleased 
that  it  passed  as  it  did  but  wou'd  much  rather  it  had  passed  without 
any  discrimination.  I  have  my  fears  concerning  the  fate  of  the  paper 
Money.  Shou'd  the  bank  give  it  a  Credit  that  will  promote  its  effi- 
ciency and  perhaps  their  fears  for  their  charter  may  have  its  weight 
with  them. 

I  have  seen  a  petition  to  the  Assembly  published  in  the  Philada.  pa- 
pers and  republished  here  against  the  Bank — what  number  of  signers 
had  it?  has  it  been  presented?  will  the  Assembly  take  any  steps  upon 

?  The  bank  in  this  City  is  not  Very  secure — there  is  a  general 

suspicion  that  banks  are  all  conducted  too  much  upon  principles  of 
favoritism,  after  repeated  applications  they  have  been  refused  a  char- 
ter. A  few  days  ago  an  act  for  the  abolition  of  Slavery  took  place  here 
nearly  upon  the  principles  of  the  Pennsylvania  one.  The  Country 
party  in  the  New  York  Assembly  are  a  Majority  and  generally  carry 
their  measures  in  opposition  to  their  Senate  and  their  Council  of  revis- 
sion  as  they  are  called. 

Rhode  Island  has  passed  the  5  per  Ct.  in  a  limited  manner  to  be  col- 
lected in  their  own  way  and  by  officers  of  their  own  appointment. 
They  have  appropriated  eight  thousand  dollars  out  of  it  to  pay  their 
proportion  of  the  intrest  of  the  foreign  debt  and  for  this  purpose  have 
directed  it  to  be  paid  to  the  order  of  Congress,  the  residue  is  to  be  ap- 
plyed  in  paying  the  intrest  of  the  domestic  debt  to  such  of  their  Citi- 
zens as  are  public  Creditors  and  the  redemption  of  their  State  notes.2 
This  is  not  Satisfactory  to  many  of  our  Gentlemen  but  less  is  said 
about  it  than  would  be  owing  to  difficulties  a  similar  bill  finds  in  its 
passage  thro'  the  legislature  of  this  state.  Numbers  have  petitioned 
the  Assembly  in  favr.  of  it  (principally  Citizens)  notwithstanding  Many 


March  19,  1785  277 

of  the  leaders  in  the  house  are  determined  to  give  it  every  opposition 
in  their  power. 

Our  Grand  Committee  of  ways  and  Means  have  not  yet  reported 
but  it  is  probable  that  a  requisition  will  be  made  of  three  Millions  dol- 
lars or  thereabout  nearly  upon  the  Same  principle  as  last  year's  for  ex- 
igencies of  the  Current  year3 — facilities  as  they  are  called  or  in  other 
words  notes  for  intrest  will  be  received  in  payment  of  two  thirds  cer- 
tainly, and  more  if  the  intrest  of  the  publick  debts  due  in  the  State 
mounts  higher. 

The  late  Indian  treaty  has  put  the  U.S.  in  possession,  according  to 
several  calculations  which  I  have  Seen  and  Made,  of  near  twenty  five 
Millions  acres  of  land  in  the  Western  Country.  Congress  wish  soon  to 
avail  themselves  of  this  fund  to  extinguish  as  much  as  possible  of  the 
domestic  national  debt.  The  arrangements  for  disposing  of  this  prop- 
erty has  been  some  days  ago  committed  to  a  grand  Committee  of  one 
from  every  state.4  We  have  met  frequently  upon  this  business  but  have 
concluded  nothing.  Many  important  questions  arise  upon  this  Sub- 
ject. How  large  are  the  States  to  be?  how  bounded,  whether  by  natural 
Marks  or  parallels  of  latitude?  Is  it  to  be  granted  regularly  one  Joining 
upon  another  where  lands  not  arable  don't  intervene?  or  are  the  pur- 
chasers to  be  suffered  to  roam  at  large  (as  in  Pennsylvania)  and  to 
take  up  as  much  and  where  they  please?  If  the  tracts  are  fixed  how 
large  ought  the  largest  and  how  small  the  smallest  to  be?  How  much 
shou'd  the  price  per  hd.  acres  be?  Or  shou'd  there  be  different  prices 
according  to  the  Value  of  the  lands?  Shoud  there  be  any  reservations 
of  hundreds  or  Manners  for  the  use  of  schools  or  other  publick  uses? 
Salt  Springs  and  licks  and  what  has  usually  been  called  royal  Mines 
how  ought  they  to  be  disposed  of? 

The  land  Speculators  already  Smell  a  rat  and  expect  fine  picking. 
Many  of  them  are  here  and  waiting  with  anxiety  the  event.  There  will 
be  a  scram  [ble  to]  the  land  offices  in  this  new  Country,  Many  hav[e 
al]  ready  applied.  Another  treaty  will  be  held  this  Summer  in  June  per- 
haps at  Post  St  Vincent  both  for  Peace  and  purchase.  If  this  shou'd 
succeed  as  is  expected  thirty  or  forty  Millions  more  will  be  added.  We 
are  informed  all  the  Indians  in  that  country  are  disposed  to  sell  and 
many  of  them  mean  moving  over  the  Missisipi.  The  question  upon  Mr 
L has  not  been  mentioned  for  some  time.  We  reed  your  pam- 
phlet.5 We  have  kept  it  agoing  with  those  who  understand  french. 
Nothing  is  said  of  the  Wyoming  affair,  do  the  Assembly  mean  to  take  it 
under  consideration?  We  wish  to  know  in  order  that  we  may  govern 
ourselves  accordingly. 

The  representation  is  generally  compleat  Georgia  alone  unrepre- 
sented only  one  attending.  I  am  &c.  Jos.  Gardner 
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RC  (PHi:  Bryan  Papers). 

1  Joseph  Reed,  former  president  of  Pennsylvania  and  delegate  to  Congress,  died 
March  5,  1785,  at  the  age  of  43  and  was  buried  March  9. 

2  For  the  context  of  Rhode  Island's  adoption  of  the  Continental  impost,  and  the  con- 
ditions attached  to  the  state's  acceptance  after  two  earlier  rejections  of  the  proposal,  see 
Irwin  H.  Polishook,  Rhode  Island  and  the  Union,  1774-1795  (Evanston,  111.:  Northwestern 
University  Press,  1969),  pp.  110-11. 

3  For  the  report  of  the  grand  committee  on  the  requisition  for  1785,  which  was  sub- 
mitted on  March  31,  see/CC,  28:214-20. 

4  For  the  reading  of  "An  Ordinance  for  ascertaining  the  Mode  of  locating  and  dispos- 
ing of  Lands  in  the  Western  territory,"  its  referral  to  grand  committee  on  March  16, 
and  the  revised  ordinance  reported  on  April  12,  seeJCC,  28:1 14,  165,  251-56. 

5  For  the  "question  upon  Mr  L[ongchamps],"  and  the  related  French  pamphlet,  see 
William  Henry  to  Bryan,  February  26,  notes  2  and  3. 


Samuel  Holten  to  John  Folkersamb 

Sir.  New  York  19th  March,  1785. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  lately  received 
from  Capt.  Paul  Jones,  by  which  you  will  perceive  the  state  of  the  busi- 
ness, at  the  time  the  letter  was  dated,  respecting  the  prizes,  carried  in 
to  Europe  by  the  Bon-homme  Richard,  &  Alliance.1  I  conclude  you 
served  on  board  one  of  these  Vessels,  &  it  gives  me  pleasure,  that  you 
&  others  in  like  circumstances  are  likely  to  get  your  pay,  'tho'  it  may 
be  some  time  first. 

I  am,  with  real  respect,  your  most  obedient 

(P.S.)  You  will  please  to  excuse  my  address,  as  I  can't  at  this  time  recol- 
lect your  name. 

FC  (MSaE:  Holten  Papers).  Addressed:  "The  german  Doctor,  in  Danvers." 

1  Holten  undoubtedly  enclosed  a  copy  of  John  Paul  Jones'  December  17,  1784,  letter 
to  Robert  Morris,  agent  of  marine,  on  the  status  of  the  prize  money  he  was  attempting 
to  collect  in  France  that  was  due  the  crews  of  the  Bonhomme  Richard  and  Alliance  for- 
merly under  his  command.  The  letter  had  been  received  by  Congress  on  March  14 
under  cover  of  a  brief  note  from  the  secretary  at  the  Marine  Office,  James  Read,  for 
which  seeJCC,  28:159n;  and  PCC,  item  168,  1:484-87.  For  the  origin  of  Holten's  inter- 
est in  Folkersamb's  case,  see  these  Letters,  19:709-10. 


Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry 

My  Dear  Sir,  New-York  Sunday  20th.  March  [  1 785] 

Although  we  regret  your  absence,  yet  the  reflection  that  you  are 
with  your  friends,  and  that  you  must  have  had  a  very  expeditious  pas- 
sage, has  afforded  all  of  us  pleasure.  Our  family,  which  is  increased  by 
Mr.  J.  Henry  from  Maryland,  very  frequently  mention  you  in  the  kind- 
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est  manner;  and  if  the  idea  of  leaving  behind  us  good  and  favorable 
impressions  is  a  pleasure,  you  have  undoubted  right  to  enjoy  it. 

Congressional  Affairs  are  nea[r]ly  as  you  left  them.  Mr.  Jefferson 
was  unanimously  elected  for  Versailles,  and  Tomorrow  most  probably 
Mr.  Rutledgevntt  be  appointed  to  the  Hague.  Your  motion  for  limiting 
the  period  within  which  the  public  Creditors  should  be  allowed  to  ex- 
hibit their  Claims,  has  passed  into  a  resolve  and  will  be  transmitted  to 
the  respective  executives.1 

Story  returned  on  Friday-  Mr.  Wythe  accepts.  Grayson  has  been 
here  some  Days,  and  as  Monroe  and  he  are  informed  of  the  period 
within  which  an  answer  is  expected,  they  will  probably  give  their  an- 
swers tomorrow  which  is  the  last  day.  No  other  answers  from  any  of 
the  commissioners  except  Mr.  Harrison  &  Mr.  Johnson,  have  been  re- 
ceived.3 You  understand  the  Situation  of  this  business,  and  its  impor- 
tance. The  Agents  must  attend  to  it.  Willson  is  here  for  this  with  other 
business.  I  have  not  the  original  second  Agreement,  8c  without  it  noth- 
ing farther  can  be  done. 

Two  letters  from  Osgood  to  you  came  to  hand  the  day  you  left  us.  I 
knew  the  character,  and  supposing,  as  in  fact  was  the  case,  that  they 
might  be  on  the  subject  of  his  appointment,  I  opened  them,  found  his 
objections  to  the  extent  of  the  bonds  and  procured  an  explanatory 
Resolve,  that  places  the  business  in  the  train,  that  corresponds  with 
my  own  opinion.4  I  inclosed  the  Resolve  to  Mr.  Osgood  last  Post,5  & 
hope  it  will  be  satisfactory.  The  situation  of  the  Treasury  requires  his 
immediate  attendance  here,  provided  he  accepts. 

I  inclose  you  his  two  letters  with  others  received  since  your  depar- 
ture, and  am  with  perfect  sincerity  your  friend  R  King 

This  is  evening.  Nelly  has  inquired  Ten  Times  in  the  course  of  the 
day  whether  I  had  any  Letters  from  you — but  although  this  is  post  day 
yet  the  Post  is  not  in — and  indeed  I  hardly  expect  to  hear  from  you  till 
next  post  day.  The  General  Court  I  suppose  has  risen  before  this  day;  I 
hope  they  have  done  what  was  necessary  relative  to  the  Letter  of  the 
Delegates,  and  also  touching  the  object  [of]  a  western  Cession.  New 
York  have  added  our  little  friend  Mrs.  Laurence  husband  and  two 
other  Gentlemen  who  I  am  told  are  in  the  Stile  of  Judge  Piatt  to  their 
Delegation  in  Congress,  Delaware  will  be  on  the  floor  Tomorrow,  and 
Georgia  it  is  said  will  very  soon  be  represented,  that  will  give  us  a  com- 
plete representation.  For  God's  sake  return  soon. 

RC  (NHi:  King  Collection). 

1  See  Charles  Thomson  to  the  States,  March  18. 

a  That  is  John  Story,  whom  the  Massachusetts  delegates  had  dispatched  to  Virginia 
and  Maryland  to  deliver  notices  to  William  Crayson,  James  Monroe,  Ceorge  Wythe, 
Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  and  Thomas  Johnson  of  their  appointment  as  judges  for  the 
trial  of  the  Massachusetts-New  York  western  lands  dispute,  for  which  see  New  York 
Agents'  Journal,  December  4-9,  1784,  note  7. 
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s  For  the  responses  of  the  nine  judges  who  had  been  named  to  hear  the  trial  of  the 
Massachusetts  claim  to  lands  in  New  York,  see  Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents  to 
James  Monroe,  December  28,  1784,  note  3. 

4  Congress  had  named  three  commissioners  to  the  new  board  of  treasury  on  January 
25  and  on  February  3  resolved  that  they  be  required  to  give  bond  "with  two  or  more 
sureties ...  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars."  To  this  Samuel  Osgood  ob- 
jected, and  King  accordingly  moved  the  repeal  of  the  resolution.  The  motion  was  re- 
ferred on  March  14  to  a  committee  consisting  of  King,  Samuel  Hardy,  and  Charles 
Pinckney  whose  report  the  following  day  succeeded  in  obtaining  sufficient  modification 
of  the  bonding  requirement  to  secure  Osgood's  acceptance  of  his  appointment  as  trea- 
sury commissioner  on  April  7.  See  JCC,  28:6n,  18,  25n,  38,  158-59;  and  PCC,  item  78, 
17:365-72,  item  190,  fol.  21.  Osgood  explained  his  objections  to  Congress'  February  3 
bonding  resolve  in  letters  of  February  28  and  March  2  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  which  are  in 
the  Osgood  Collection,  DLC. 

5  Not  found. 


James  Monroe  to  Richard  Henry  Lee 

Sir.  New  York  20th  March  1785. 

By  a  letter  from  the  honorable  the  Agents  on  the  part  of  Mas- 
sachusets  and  Newyork  my  appointment  as  a  judge  to  sit  on  the 
fcederal  Court  for  deciding  the  Controversy  between  those  states  has 
been  announced  to  me.1  I  should  have  answered  it  sooner,  but  being 
on  the  spot  where  the  Communication  might  at  any  Moment  be 
made,  did  not  conceive  it  essential.  I  now  do  myself  the  honor  to  in- 
form your  Excellency  that  I  shall  accept  the  appointment  &  attend  at 
whatever  place  the  Court  may  be  held. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect  8c  esteem  Your  Excellencys 
Mo  Obedt  8c  humble  servant.  Jas.  Monroe 

RC(DNA:PCC,  item  78). 

1  See  Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents  to  Monroe,  December  28,  1784. 


William  Grayson  to  Richard  Henry  Lee 

Sir.  New  York  March  21st.  1785. 

My  appointment  as  a  Judge  to  sit  on  the  fcederal  Court  for  deciding 
the  territorial  controversy  between  the  States  of  Massachusets  and 
New  York,  has  been  communicated  to  me  by  a  letter  from  the  Hon'ble 
the  Agents  of  those  States;1  and  though  I  feel  myself  strongly  im- 
press'd  with  this  flattering  testimonial  of  their  confidence,  yet  enter- 
taining some  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  accepting  an  appointment 
which  might  eventually  interfere  with  the  duties  of  that  which  I  have 
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the  honor  to  hold  under  the  State  of  Virginia  must  beg  leave  on  that 
account  to  decline  acting. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  every  sentimt.  of  respect,  Yr.  Excys. 
Most  Obedt.  &  Most  Devoted  H'ble  servt.  Wilhn.  Grayson 

RC  (DNA:PCC,item78). 

1  See  Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents  to  James  Monroe,  December  28,  1784. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Moses  Gill 

Dear  Sir.  New  York  21st  March,  1 785. 

I  have  rec'd  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  the  7th  instant. 
You  are  pleased  to  ask  "whether  Congress  has  done,  or  intends  to  do, 
any  thing  towards  disallowing  Interest  on  debts  due  to  real  British  sub- 
jects": (the  application  made  to  Congress  by  our  Government  is  still  under  con- 
sideration of  a  committee,1  cjf  I  consider  it  of  such  a  nature  as  it  is  not  likely 
that  Congress  will  soon  come  into  any  resolutions  upon  the  subject;  the  treaty  of 
peace  &  the  Laius  of  the  States  I  conclude  must  determine  this  matter  at  pre- 
sent; I  sensibly  feel  for  such  persons  as  you  mention  when  nations  are  obliged  to 
consent  to  treaties  that  opporates  against  the  interest  of  individuals,  but  treaties 
ought  to  be  strictly  adhered  to  between  sovereign  pouters,  and  'tho '  no  state  in 
the  union  can  have  a  right  to  make  a  law  repugnant  to  the  treaty,  yet  if  such  a 
thing  was  to  take  place,  the  consequences  ivould  by  no  means  follow  as  would 
be  likely  to  take  place  if  Congress  were  not  attentive  to  the  treaty.) 

It  will  always  give  me  pleasure  to  comply  with  your  wishes,  but  I  feel 
myself  embarrassed  in  writg  upon  this  subject,  as  Congress  do  not  per- 
mit of  information  being  given  of  what  passes  between  them  & 
sovereign  powers,  farther  than  what  they  thing  [think]  proper  to  be 
published,  however,  I  can  mention  to  you,  I  think  with  propriety,  that 
this  matter  was  noticed  by  Congress  to  our  Minis [te]rs  soon  after  the 
Provisional  Articles  came  to  hand,  but  the  Definitive  treaty  is  the  same 
in  substance;  as  to  what  Congress  "intends  to  do,"  I  am  not  able  to  say, 
the  application  from  our  state  is  still  under  consideration  of  a  grand 
committee,  8c  I  consider  it  a  delicate  piece  of  business  for  one  party  to 
undertake  to  construe  a  treaty  in  their  own  favor,  &  'tho'  I  sensibly 
feel  for  such  persons  as  you  mention  yet,  the  treaty  of  peace  &  laws  of 
the  state  must  be  the  rule  to  determine  between  them  8c  their  credi- 
tors; and  if  the  Laws  of  any  state  should  be  more  in  favor  of  their  citi- 
zens than  the  treaty,  the  consequences  to  us  as  a  nation  may  not  be 
the  same,  as  if  Congress  had  given  their  opinion  upon  the  matter  but 
don't  mistake  me,  or  suppose  that  I  think  any  state  has  a  right  to  enact  a 
law  repugnant  to  the  treaty;  but  you  may  suppose  that  Congress  may  in- 
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struct  their  minister  to  negotiate  upon  the  subject,  granted,  yet  I  believe 

the  prospect  is  very  small  that  we  shall  obtain  any  thing  in  our  favor. 

I  remain,  with  perfect  consideration  &  respect,  your  most  obedient 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Hoi  ten. 

1  The  Massachusetts  Assembly  had  resolved  on  November  10,  1784,  to  suspend  inter- 
est that  would  have  accrued  on  prewar  debts  due  to  loyalists  who  had  fled  the  state 
prior  to  October  5,  1784,  and  had  instructed  its  congressional  delegates  to  ascertain 
whether  this  action  contravened  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Britain,  particularly  the  provi- 
sion of  Article  4  concerning  "bona  fide  debts."  This  issue  had  been  submitted  to  Con- 
gress on  December  2  and  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Charles  Pinckney,  Gun- 
ning Bedford,  William  Gibbons,  Samuel  Hardy,  and  James  Monroe,  which  was  renewed 
on  January  17.  See /CC,  28:6n.;  and  PCC,  item  65,  2:343-51,  item  186,  fols.  168,  176. 
The  matter  was  subsequently  referred  to  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  John  Jay, 
whose  March  7,  1785,  instructions  to  John  Adams  included  a  query  on  the  subject.  Jay's 
October  13,  1786,  voluminous  report  to  Congress  on  Adams'  efforts  to  obtain  clarifica- 
tion of  this  and  other  problems  growing  out  of  the  peace  treaty  is  in  JCC,  31:781-874, 
especially  pp.  781-85,  806-9. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Hannah  Thomson 

Dear  Hannah,  N  24  Tuesday  March  22.  1785 

Upon  going  to  the  Office  on  Monday  morning  I  received  yours  of 
the  19  N  12  and  at  the  same  time  dispached  mine  of  the  20  N  23. '  I 
find  we  pass  our  time  much  in  the  same  manner.  You  in  your  parlour 
at  Philadelphia,  I  in  my  room,  dark  and  gloomy  enough,  for  it  has  not 
even  the  advantage  of  looking  into  the  street,  at  New  York;  often 
thinking  of  and  writing  to  each  other  at  the  same  time.  The  people  of 
this  place  have  in  general  been  attacked  with  a  cold;  it  has  been  so 
general  that  it  is  considered  as  epidemical,  very  few  having  escaped  it. 
I  have  had  a  slight  visit,  it  occasioned  a  hoarseness;  but  as  I  combated 
it  with  wine,  whey  bathing  the  feet  and  the  flesh  brush,  I  found  I  suc- 
ceeded in  preventing  its  gaining  possession  of  my  breast-works  or  capi- 
tal. You  know  it  is  of  great  importance  to  be  able  to  resolve  the  ques- 
tion, How  have  you  got  such  a  cold?  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  being 
able  to  tell.  On  Saturday  the  12  I  attended  a  conference  between  the 
senate  and  assembly  of  this  place  in  a  cold  church  which  had  not  been 
opened  for  some  time.  And  to  appoligize  for  my  imprudence  I  had 
only  to  say  that  our  old  acquaintance  Paine  was  one  of  the  persons  ap- 
pointed to  conduct  the  conference.  The  subject  was  a  bill  for  the 
gradual  abolition  of  slavery.2  The  assembly  were  willing  to  admit  the 
freedom  of  the  Negroes;  but  they  wanted  to  exclude  them  from  the 
right  of  voting  or  being  elected  to  any  place  of  post  in  government 
And  to  prevent  their  entermarrying  with  Whites  under  a  penalty  of  a 
hundred  pounds.  To  these  disabilities  and  penalties  the  Senate  were 
opposed.  To  the  first  because  they  thought  it  contrary  to  their  Consti- 
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tution  and  to  the  latter  because  in  so  important  a  connection  they 
thought  the  free  subjects  of  the  state  ought  to  be  left  to  their  free 
choice.  Mr  Paine  was  on  the  side  of  the  Council,  being  one  of  that 
body  and  he  conducted  his  part  of  the  conference  just  in  his  own  way, 
with  some  degree  of  wit,  a  great  deal  of  sarcasm  with  scraps  of  Scrip- 
ture &  strokes  of  wit  8c  humour  some  of  them  it  is  true  low  but  all  de- 
livered with  so  many  contorsions  of  the  face  and  original  attitudes  and 
gestures,  as  to  divert  the  audience  &  render  his  opponents  ridiculous. 
It  was  really  a  high  entertainment  and  sufficient  to  make  one  even 
risque  a  cold  to  hear  it.  However  as  I  had  heard  him  so  often  before  I 
did  not  stay  till  the  conclusion.  Next  day  my  hoarseness  came  on,  and 
I  have  not  since  ventured  abroad  except  just  to  Congress  and  home 
again.  I  am  now  got  pretty  well. 

The  arts  of  Mrs.  M  &  her  daughter  are  very  amusing.  They  discover 
too  much  and  not  enough.  They  seem  like  the  girl  in  the  pastoral  who 
meeting  with  her  lover  affected  to  run  away  from  him  but  with  the  fond 
hope  of  his  pursuing  and  overtaking  her  or  as  the  poet  expresses  it 

The  wanton  laughed  and  seemed  in  haste  to  flie 

But  often  stopped  and  often  turned  her  Eye. 
Plain  dealing  after  all  is  best.  The  honest  friend  came  sooner  to  his 
point  and  obtained  his  end  who  addressed  his  fair  with  "Off  or  on 
Martha." 

I  was  much  amused  with  the  adventures  of  the  blind  philosopher 
and  the  poet.  The  doctor  I  presume  did  not  know  that  the  Poets  study 
is  the  Street  or  did  not  recollect  that  bards  mounted  on  Pegasus  fly 
too  high  to  observe  such  groveling  objects  as  gutters,  lamp  posts  or 
bundles  of  skins. 

You  have  twice  asked  me  what  sort  of  Quakers  we  have  here.  I  really 
cannot  tell  as  none  of  them  have  called  on  me  and  I  have  visited  none 
but  such  as  have.  I  last  evening  asked  Mrs  Depeyster  who  knows  every 
body.  She  informs  me  they  are  a  very  good  sort  of  people,  kind,  civil, 
obliging  and  friendly  and  more  liberal  in  their  sentiments  than  your 
Pleasants  8c  Fishers.  She  told  me  of  one  of  the  principal  men  whose 
daughter  lately  married  one  Capt  Willet.  The  friends  went  to  deal 
with  him  for  giving  his  consent,  and  he  told  them  freely  that  he  left 
his  children  to  the  exercise  of  their  own  judgment  &:  prudence  and 
that  in  a  matter  of  such  consequence  on  which  their  peace  and  happi- 
ness so  much  depends  they  ought  not  to  be  too  much  restrained.  She 
could  not  tell  me  whether  the  girl  was  read  out  or  disowned. 

I  have  not  heard  of  any  complaints  among  the  Members  except 
what  arises  from  the  dearness  of  living.  Delaware  is  come  on,  so  that 
we  have  now  12  states  represented. 

My  love  to  Jon,  Rob,  Am[elia]  8c  Charles  8c  compliments  to  all 
friends.  With  sincere  affection  I  am,  Dear  Hannah,  Your  loving  hus- 
band, Cha  Thomson3 
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RC  (DLC:  Thomson  Papers). 

1  Not  found. 

-  The  paucity  of  commentary  on  the  subject  of  antislavery  in  the  surviving  congres- 
sional correspondence  is  striking.  Not  only  is  Thomson's  the  sole  reference  to  this  New 
York  debate,  but  no  comment  <u  all  has  been  found  on  the  subject  of  a  January  26, 
1785,  Quaker  petition  against  slavery,  which  was  apparently  read  in  Congress  sometime 
in  February  but  simply  ignored.  It  is  endorsed:  "Address  sign'd  by  Appo[intmen]t  of  a 
meeting  of  the  Representation  of  the  people  called  Quakers  &  dated  at  Philadelphia  26 
January  1785.  Read."  PCC,  item  43,  fols.  347-50.  The  petitioners  made  a  modest  appeal 
to  the  conscience  of  the  delegates  "to  exert  their  Influence  and  Endeavours  to  discour- 
age and  Prohibit"  the  slave  trade,  calling  attention  to  their  previous  unanswered  peti- 
tion to  Congress  of  October  8,  1783,  and  enclosing  for  "each  Delegate  in  Congress"  a 
copy  of  the  pamphlet  The  Case  of  our  Fellow-Creatures,  the  Oppressed  Africans  by  the  late  An- 
thony Benezet  (London;  Philadelphia:  Reprinted  by  J.  Crukshank,  1784).  Evans,  Am. 
Bibliography,  no.  18,353.  For  the  earlier  petition  to  Congress,  see  Abiel  Foster  to 
Meshech  Weare,  January  8,  1784,  note  3. 

:i  Thomson  also  wrote  a  note  this  day  requesting  the  Philadelphia  bookbinder  Ben- 
jamin January  to  deliver  to  the  Rev.  George  Duffield  "two  volumes  of  the  journals  of 
Congress,  one  commencing  the  first  Monday  in  November  1782  the  other  commencing 
the  frst  Monday  in  Novr.  1783."  PCC,  item  78,  13:375. 


Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry 

Dear  Gerry  New  York  March  24th.  1 785 

I  this  moment  received  your's  written  the  morning  after  your  arrival 
at  Boston.1  I  am  pleased  with  the  acceptance  of  Genl.  Knox  and  hope 
that  the  measures  adopted  by  Congress  after  you  left  us  will  induce 
Mr.  Osgood  to  come  forward  without  delay.  I  have  once  and  again 
written  to  the  Agents  of  Mass.  on  the  subject  of  the  controversy  be- 
tween us  &  N.Y.2  but  as  the  Gentlemen  make  me  no  reply,  I  shall  de- 
cline farther  communication.  Wythe,  Johnson,  8c  Monroe  accepted 
within  the  two  months,  Grayson  &  Harrison  declined — no  answer 
from  any  of  the  other  gentlemen.  New  York  are  moving  for  an  Alter- 
ation of  the  place  of  trial — I  will  oppose  my  feeble  strength  to  them, 
but  I  shall  regret  your  absence.  Delaware  is  represented  so  that  there 
are  now  Twelve  States  on  the  floor,  and  a  full  representation  is  daily 
expected  by  an  additional  Delegate  from  Georgia.  We  have  by  the  last 
Post  a  very  rugged  instruction  from  our  Legislature.  We  will  manage  it 
as  well  as  is  in  our  power,  consulting  the  gentle  Demeanour  of  my  col- 
league the  Doctor,  who  I  hope  will  now  come  up  to  what  you  and  I  be- 
lieve our  Duty  on  the  subject  of  the  federal  buildings.3  I  thank  you  for 
the  Politics  you  give  me;  the  Rh.  Island  Act  for  an  impost  had  reached 
us  before  your  Letter.4  New  York  have  been  you  know  upon  the  Sub- 
ject of  Imposts,  and  yesterday  the  question  upon  a  Bill,  copied  from 
the  Mass.  Act,  was  lost  in  the  Senate,  there  being  only  Eight  in  favor, 
and  Ten  Against,  the  measure.5  The  business  of  Congress  proceeds 
with  great  facility  by  so  full  a  representation — Congress  have  agreed 
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on  a  treaty  to  be  held  at  Post  Vincent  in  June  with  the  Indians  North 
West  of  the  Ohio,  and  also  to  a  Treaty  South  of  the  Ohio.  This  Treaty 
was  opposed  by  the  circumscribed  states  because  it  might  cover  the 
states  of  Georgia,  So.  &  No.  Carolina  in  purchases  of  Indian  Rights  of 
Soil  within  the  boundaries  of  those  States.  It  was  well  answered  that 
the  U.S.  are  bound  to  procure  Peace  to  all  the  Citizens  of  the  Union, 
and  that  the  Citizens  of  the  Southern  States  had  a  right  to  require  the 
U.S.  to  establish  peace  with  the  enemy  within  their  Country.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  Treaty  is  confined  to  peace  only;  and  the  Commissioners 
restricted  upon  the  subject  of  a  boundary  of  Property  between  the  In- 
dians and  the  several  States.  The  Commissioners  for  this  Treaty  are 
Mr.  Perry  of  Delaware,  Mr.  Carrol  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Hawkins  of  N. 
Carolina,  Mr  Martin  of  Virginia  8c  Mr.  Pickins  of  So.  Carolina. 

Our  family  are  all  happy,  and  remember  you  with  a  cordial  affec- 
tion. We  all  hope  you  will  soon  despatch  your  private  buisness,  and  re- 
turn to  us.  Believe  me  to  be  with  sincere  esteem,  Your's, 

R.  King 

RC  (NHi:  King  Papers). 

1  For  this  March  14  letter,  see  King,  Correspondence  (King),  1:73-74. 

2  For  the  only  such  letter  that  has  been  found,  see  King  to  John  Lowell  and  James  Sul- 
livan, February  23,  1785. 

;t  The  Massachusetts  General  Court  had  incorporated  lengthy  instructions  to  its  con- 
gressional delegates  in  a  resolve  of  March  8,  1785.  The  third  of  these  called  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  public  buildings  authorized  by  Congress'  December  23  resolution  provid- 
ing for  a  new  federal  residence  at  the  falls  of  the  Delaware — "as  it  can  never  be  for  the 
interest  of  these  States,  to  have  the  permanent  residence  of  Congress  in  any  great  city." 
For  "Doctor"  Holten's  opposition  to  an  appropriation  for  this  purpose,  see  Samuel 
Holten  to  Samuel  Adams,  April  11,  note  2. 

These  "rugged"  instructions  also  directed  the  delegates  to  prevent  Congress  from  ap- 
pointing its  members  to  public  offices,  and  to  require  the  annual  election  of  the  secre- 
tary of  Congress;  to  secure  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River,  the  eastern 
boundary  of  Massachusetts,  economy  in  Continental  salaries,  the  redemption  of  "old 
continental  money,"  and  reimbursement  for  expenses  incurred  by  Massachusetts  in  the 
Penobscot  expedition  and  for  enlistment  bounties;  and  to  oppose  ratification  of  the 
proposed  consular  convention  with  France,  and  the  appointment  of  ministers  to  for- 
eign countries  except  "on  special  occasion."  Resolves  of  I  he  General  Court  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  January  19-March  18,  1785,  pp.  131-33.  Evans,  Am.  Bibliography, 
no.  19,089. 

4  For  Rhode  Island's  adoption  of  the  Continental  impost  amendment  with  limita- 
tions, see  Bartlett,  Records  of  R.I. ,  10:87-88.  For  the  impact  of  the  economic  crisis  on  the 
state  and  the  assembly's  reversal  of  its  confrontational  policy  with  the  Continental  gov- 
ernment, which  had  been  led  by  David  Howell  and  reached  a  high-water  mark  with  its 
unanimous  rejection  of  the  impost  in  November  1782,  see  Irwin  H.  Polishook,  Rhode  Is- 
lam! and  the  Union,  1774-1795  (Evanston,  111.:  Northwestern  University  Press,  1969),  pp. 
107-11. 

Gerry's  letter  to  King  had  included  the  following  explanation:  "Rh.  Island  have 
passed  an  import  Bill,  which  I  think  a  most  extraordinary  one  indeed.  I  read  it  cursorily, 
and  as  well  as  I  recollect  it  provides  certain  Duties,  to  be  raised  by  officers  of  their  own 
appointt.;  applies  8000  Dollars  of  (his  Revenue  to  the  order  of  Congress  lor  the  Interest 
ul  ihc  Foreign  Debt;  the  surplus  is  appropriated  by  the  Stale  to  pay  the  Interest  oi  Loan 
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Office  Certificates  (&  the  Commissioner  who  is  liquidating  the  public  accts.  in  that 
Suite)  in  the  possession  of  their  own  Citizens,  excluding  the  Army  Debt  &  Commuta- 
tion entirely,  and  making  provision  thai  the  other  States  shall  not  exercise  certain  pow- 
ers respecting  the  laying  Duties  on  Goods  of  the  Citizens  oi  other  States.  They  say  in 

Newport  this  is  H lis  plan  to  pay  the  Interest  of  J n  B ne  Certificates." 

r>  This  vote  was  apparently  taken  in  committee  of  the  whole,  where  the  impost  bill  had 
been  under  consideration  March  17,  18,  21,  22,  and  23.  There  is  no  record  of  a  vote  on 
the  measure  in  the  full  Senate  and  no  other  mention  of  the  bill's  consideration  during 
this  session,  for  which  see  Journal  of  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  New-York,  "second  meeting  of 
the  eighth  session,"  pp.  50-54,  56-57,  DLC(ESR).  For  the  struggle  in  New  York  over  the 
proposed  Continental  impost,  see  Spaulding,  New  York  in  the  Critical  Period,  pp.  171-76. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States 

Sir,  Secretary's  Office  March  24th,  1785. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  Act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled  passed  the  15th  Instant  for  Negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace 
with  the  Southern  Indians,  and  of  the  appointment  of  Commissioners 
for  that  purpose.1 

As  it  nearly  concerns  the  peace  of  the  Union  and  the  safety  of  the 
frontier  settlements  that  this  business  be  entered  on  without  delay, 
and  as  2  of  your  State  is  one  of  the  Commissioners,  I  take 

the  liberty  to  enclose  a  letter  to  him  containing  his  Commission  and 
instructions,  and  beg  leave  to  request,  that  your  Excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  forward  it  to  him  by  the  speediest  and  safest  conveyance. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency's  Most 
obedient  and  most  humble  Servt,  C.T.3 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "directed  to  His  Fxcellency  the  President  of 
Delaware  &  the  Governors  of  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina  &  South  Carolina." 

i  See/CC,  28:159-62,  183-84. 

-  That  is,  William  Peery  of  Delaware,  Daniel  Carroll  of  Maryland,  Joseph  Martin  of 
Virginia,  Benjamin  Hawkins  of  North  Carolina,  or  Andrew  Pickens  of  South  Carolina, 
for  which  see  the  following  entry.  For  the  selection  of  these  commissioners,  especially 
the  decision  to  add  "two  additional  Commissioners"  from  Virginia  and  South  Carolina 
after  the  first  three  had  been  selected,  see  also  South  Carolina  Delegates  to  Benjamin 
Guerard,  January  25,  note  8;  and  Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  to  William  Blount,  March  27. 

s  Thomson  also  wrote  a  similar  letter  this  date  to  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  Samuel  El- 
bert, which  contained  the  following  second  paragraph  because  that  state  was  not  repre- 
sented among  the  five  commissioners  selected.  "As  the  happy  accomplishment  of  this 
business  nearly  concerns  the  peace  of  the  Union  and  the  safety  of  the  frontier  settle- 
ments, Congress  rely  with  confidence  on  your  zeal  for  the  public  welfare,  and  on  the  ex- 
ertions of  your  State  as  far  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  attainment  of  so  desirable  an  ob- 
ject and  for  bringing  it  to  a  speedy  and  happy  issue."  PCC,  item  18A,  fol.  70. 
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Charles  Thomson  to  the  Indian  Commissioners 

Sir  Secretary's  Office  March  24th.  1785. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  an  Act  of  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled  passed  the  15th  Instant  for  Negotiating  a  treaty  of 
peace  with  the  Southern  Indians,  and  a  Commission  empowering  you 
with  four  other  gentlemen  therein  named  to  transact  this  business.1 

As  it  is  of  importance  to  the  peace  of  the  Union  and  the  safety  of 
the  frontier  settlements,  that  the  treaty  be  commenced  as  speedily  as 
possible,  I  have  it  in  command  to  inform  you  that  it  is  the  pleasure  of 
Congress  that  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  Negotiate  with  the 
Southern  Indians  meet  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina  on  the  16th  day 
of  May  and  there  fix  on  the  time  and  place  for  holding  a  treaty  or 
treaties  with  the  said  Indians,  take  the  proper  steps  for  giving  due  No- 
tice thereof  to  the  several  Nations  and  tribes  concerned,  and  make 
the  Necessary  preparations  for  executing  the  further  duties  of  the 
Commission,  with  all  possible  and  convenient  dispatch. 

With  great  Respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  Your  most  Obedient 
and  Most  humble  Servt.  C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "To  Benjamin  Hawkins,  Daniel  Carroll,  William 
Perry  [Peery],  Andrew  Pickens  &  Joseph  Martin  Esquires." 
1  See  the  preceding  entry,  notes  1  and  2. 


Charles  Thomson  to  John  Dickinson 

Dear  Sir,  March  24.  1785 

I  received  by  Mr  Penticost  your  letter  of  the  19  February.  The  sub- 
ject of  establishing  a  new  state  to  the  westward  is  now  under  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress,  but  not  yet  brought  to  a  conclusion.1  As  Mr 
Penticost  has  had  an  Opportunity  of  conversing  with  the  members 
and  the  information  he  has  given  has  afforded  light  and  satisfaction,  I 
think  it  not  improbable  that  his  services  will  be  wanted  and  that  he 
may  be  employed.  I  shall  not  fail  to  communicate  your  recommenda- 
tion of  him  at  the  proper  time.2 

I  understand  your  assembly  have  passed  the  funding  bill  under  cer- 
tain restrictions  &  limitations.3  I  have  not  yet  seen  the  Act.  I  wish  it 
may  be  productive  of  the  benefits  expected  and  not  attended  with  the 
evils  apprehended.  I  confess  I  have  some  fears  and  am  sorry  there  is 
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any  occasion  for  thus  deviating  from  fcederal  Measures.  Unless  the 
states  can  be  brought  to  act  more  together  and  take  the  necessary 
steps  for  fulfilling  national  engagements  and  supporting  public  credit 
I  have  serious  apprehensions  that  the  Confederacy  will  sink  in  reputa- 
tion and  glory  and  be  taught  by  dear  bought  experience  of  what  im- 
portance it  is  to  maintain  both. 

With  Compliments  to  Mrs.  D  &  Cousin  Sally,  I  am  Dear  Sir,  Your  af- 
fectionate humble  Serv,  Cha  Thomson 

RC  (PPL:  Logan-Dickinson  Collection). 

1  See  Joseph  Gardner  to  George  Bryan,  March  19,  note  4. 

2  A  March  10  letter  from  Dorsey  Pentecost  seeking  an  appointment  as  Register  of 
lands  in  one  of  the  proposed  new  western  states  is  in  PCC,  item  42,  6:306-9.  Dickinson's 
February  19  recommendation  of  him  is  not  in  PCC,  but  a  letter  of  that  date  from  Pente- 
cost to  Dickinson  on  the  subject  of  his  recent  experience  in  attempting  to  patent  west- 
ern lands,  is  in  Pa.  Archives,  1st  ser.  10:413-15. 

3  For  the  struggle  over  the  Pennsylvania  funding  bill,  which  has  been  termed  one  "be- 
tween speculators  in  depreciated  public  certificates  and  property  owners  who  would  be 
called  on  for  additional  taxes  to  fund  these  certificates,"  see  Brunhouse,  Cminter-Revolu- 
lion  in  Pennsylvania,  pp.  170-71. 


William  Henry  to  George  Bryan 

Dr  Sir,  New  York  the  25th  March  1 785 

The  principal  business  now  before  Congress  is  the  disposing  of  the 
lands  lately  purchasd  and  the  making  of  a  second  purchas.1  Much 
time  has  been  spent  by  a  Commitee  of  one  from  each  of  twelve  states 
on  the  first  and  it  is  probable  the  lands  will  be  sold  by  Districts  of  ten 
or  twelve  miles  squair  to  the  highest  bider  above  sutch  price  as  Con- 
gress may  fix  for  the  acre.  A  number  of  districts  will  probably  put  up 
to  sell  in  the  different  states  perhaps  nearly  in  proportion  to  their  de- 
mands. The  Commisioners  are  authorised  to  make  the  second  pur- 
chas to  the  Mesasipi,  and  as  the  Indians  have  ofered  those  lands  fore 
sale  there  will  probably  be  little  Dificulty  on  purchasing  them.  Commi- 
sioners are  apointed  to  hol[d]  a  Treaty  with  the  Creeks,  Chirokees  &c. 

The  place  for  holding  the  federal  Court  for  Massachusetts  and  New 
York  is  not  yet  determind. 

Longchamps  affair  was  to  have  beeen  brought  foreward  this  day  but 
is  again  gon  off  by  an  ajornment  to  Monday  nixt.  Your  French  Pam- 
phlet came  very  apropo  as  it  has  ran  through  a  number  of  able  hands 
since  and  is  now  in  Mr  Jays.2 

What  are  our  Assembly  about,  have  they  passd  the  Law  for  regulat- 
ing Elections,  if  this  is  not  don  I  [think]  they  will  not  hold  thier  seats 
another  year. 

I  am  Sir  your  Huml.  Servt,  William  Henry 
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[P.S.]  Pleas  to  forward  the  inclosed  to  Mrs.  H. 

RC  (PHi:  Bryan  Papers). 

1  See  Joseph  Gardner  to  Bryan,  March  19,  note  4. 

2  See  Henry  to  Bryan,  February  26,  notes  2  and  3. 

Charles  Stewart  to  William  Livingston 

Sir  New  York  25th  March  1 785 

When  I  took  the  liberty  of  naming  your  Excellency  as  Minister  to 
the  Court  of  Unifted  Netherlands  it  was  from  a  full  assurance  that 
the  m[easure?]  was  so  proper  that  it  must  succeed.  I  [. . .]  it  attract  the 
attention  of  every  person  on  the  Floor  of  Congress,  and  that  the  Gen- 
tlemen who  had  previously  named  Mr.  Harrison  8c  Mr.  Rutledge  re- 
turned but  faint  if  any  hopes  of  success  8c  Mr.  Harrisons  friends 
hinted  they  would  withdraw  his  name.  I  did  not  quite  like  your  An- 
swer; 8c  therefore  shewed  it  only  to  Mr.  Beatty,  under  an  injunction  not 
to  give  out  that  it  was  a  refusal,  8c  left  it  with  Mr.  Jay.  I  did  not  look  on  it 
as  a  positive  refusal  and  [am  inclined]  not  to  withdraw  Your  name,  or 
suffer  it  to  be  done,  unless  I  have  your  express  Orders  so  to  do.1  Your  ex- 
cuse about  Old  Age  and  Abilities  are  needless  to  Me,  I  guess  at  both, 
and  compare  them  with  Doctor  Franklins  powers  when  He  went  last 
to  Europe.  Permit  me  to  deal  plainly  with  you.  I  know  there  are  per- 
sons in  the  State  who  would  wish  you  abroad  to  make  room  for  a  new 
Governor.  And  I  see  there  are  others  who  wish  you  not  to  go,  for  [.  .  .] 
were  sure  You  were  too  Old,  and  I  am  sure  they  are  sorry  they  did  not 
name  You  old  as  You  are.  As  to  myself  I  named  You  because  I  thought 
you  chalked  out  by  God  Almighty  as  the  Most  proper  person  to  be 
Our  Minister  at  the  Hauge  &  without  any  design  to  compliment  or 
flatter  you.  And  I  repeat  with  great  confidence  that  there  can  be  very 
little  doubt  of  Your  being  Elected,  therefore  I  beg  you  to  consider  of 
this  matter  untill  next  Monday  And  if  I  do  not  hear  from  You  by  that 
time,  I  shall  conclude  You  will  Accept  th  appointment  8c  [am]  with 
proper  Respect  Your  Excellencys  most  Obedient  Servant, 

Chas  Stewart 

RG  (MHi:  Livingston  Papers). 

1  Despite  opposition  to  maintaining  a  substantial  diplomatic  establishment  abroad, 
Congress  had  resolved  on  March  7  to  appoint  a  successor  to  John  Adams  as  minister  to 
the  Netherlands  alter  his  election  as  minister  to  Britain  on  February  24,  although  the  ap- 
pointment was  not  finally  made  until  June.  See  James  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  April 
12,  note  6.  Stewart  had  previously  proposed  Livingston's  appointment  in  a  now  missing 
letter  which  Livingston  had  rebuffed  on  March  21,  pleading  his  age.  Seeing  a  ray  of  hope 
in  Livingston's  explanation  that  "was  1  twenty  years  younger  than  I  am,  I  should  make  no 
excuse,"  Stewart  nonetheless  persisted,  but  to  no  avail  as  the  governor  promptly  dec  lined 
the  appointment  when  it  was  made  on  June  23.  See  fCC,  28:98,  122,  474,  481;  Livingston, 
Papers  (Prince),  5:179-82;  and  Charles  Thomson  to  Livingston,  |une  23,  1785. 
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Abiel  Foster  to  Thomas  Jefferson 

Sir.  New  York  26th  March  1 785. 

The  Honble.  Mr.  Cook  a  Member  of  Congress  from  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  from  the  good  opinion  he  has  concieved  of  Capt.  John 
Lamb,  wishes  me  to  enclose  a  Letter  of  recommendation  address'd  to 
me  by  my  worthy  friend  Genl.  Parsons,  at  the  time  Mr.  Lamb  pro- 
duced his  other  credentials  to  Congress.  The  Honble.  Mr.  Jay  has  so 
fully  stated  the  opinion  of  Congress  to  the  Commissioners  respecting 
those  other  credentials,  that  I  need  say  nothing  on  that  head.1  You 
have  my  warmest  wishes  for  the  success  of  your  negotiations,  and  for 
your  personal  health  &  prosperity.  I  am,  Sir  with  sentiments  of  esteem 
8c  respect,  your  most  obedient  &  very  humble  Servt., 

Abiel  Foster 

RC  (DLC: Jefferson  Papers). 

1  John  Lamb  had  offered  his  services  to  assist  in  negotiating  a  "treaty  of  amity  and 
Commerce  with  the  States  of  Barbary"  in  a  memorial  that  Congress  had  referred  to  the 
secretary  for  foreign  affairs  on  February  9.  Secretary  John  Jay's  report  on  the  memo- 
rial— "that  Mr.  Lamb  might  probably  be  employed  by  [the  American  plenipotentiaries] 
to  advantage  as  an  Agent  in  the  Business" — was  adopted  February  15.  See  PCC,  item  42, 
4:368-71,  item  81,  1:5-8;  and  JCC,  28:54n,  55n,  64,  67.  The  enclosed  January  1  letter  of 
recommendation  to  Foster  from  Samuel  Holden  Parsons  is  in  the  Jefferson  Papers,  DLC. 

For  Jay's  official  instructions  to  Jefferson  concerning  Lamb  and  prospective  negotia- 
tions with  Algiers,  Morocco,  Tripoli,  and  Tunis,  see  Jefferson,  Papers  (Boyd),  8:19-22, 
610-24,9:8-9. 


William  Samuel  Johnson  to 
Samuel  Holden  Parsons 

Dr.  Sr.  New  York  March  26th.  1785. 

I  have  receiv'd,  I  imagine  all  your  favors  down  to  the  10th  Instt.  8c 
thank  you,  as  I  am  obliged  to  do  other  Friends  for  them  all  at  once — 
as  well  as  for  those  which  I  hope  to  receive  for  I  can  write  but  little  in- 
deed. It  is  not,  I  assure  you,  any  aversion  I  have  contracted  to  it,  much 
less  any  neglect,  but  of  real  disability  of  writing  a  legible  hand  unless 
so  slowly  as  it  cuts  me  off  from  any  extensive  correspondence.  Besides, 
between  Business,  which  I  will  not  neglect,  8c  Company,  which  I  can- 
not avoid,  you  cannot  concieve  how  few  Moments  I  have  left  in  which 
I  could  write.  I  attend  however,  to  all  yr.  Intimations  8c  endeavour  to 
make  a  good  Use  of  them.  I  have  not  been  able  to  serve  our  Friends 
Capts.  Lamb1  &  Harding  so  effectually  as  I  could  wish.  The  Case  of 
the  latter  was  Reported  upon  against  him,  8c  in  Consequence  he  is  in 
Goal.2  I  will  not  yet  say  unfortunately,  because  I  have  made  that  the 
ground  of  a  second  warm  Application  to  Congress  in  his  behalf,  which 
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has  produced  a  recommitment  of  his  Petition,  &  I  have  hope  may 
cause  something  to  be  done  for  him.  How  hard  is  our  Fate,  that  the 
brave  8c  deserving  Servants  of  the  Publick  must  lie  in  Goal,  Be  be  sub- 
jected to  a  thousand  hardships  for  want  of  that  Money  which  their 
services  have  merited,  which  we  acknowledge  we  owe  8c  wish  to  pay 
them!  It  is  not  however  the  inattention  or  negligence  of  Congress  that 
occasions  This,  but  their  inability  alone.  They  Pity,  but  cannot  relieve 
And  it  is  with  great  Concern  I  acquaint  you,  that  all  the  flattering 
hopes  we  had  formed  of  soon  seeing  a  remedy  for  this  enormous  Evil 
are  now  Dash'd  by  the  refusal  Yesterday  of  the  Senate  of  New  York  to 
grant  the  5  per  Cent  Impost.  The  Bill  for  that  purpose  was  rejected  by 
a  Majority  of  two.  I  have  been  perfectly  attentive  to  your  particular  In- 
terest, but  With  it  to  little  purpose  other  than  that  of  laying  founda- 
tions which  may  perhaps  be  built  upon  hereafter.  You  have  no  Idea,  at 
least  I  could  form  none,  of  the  innumerable  pressing  8c  even  vehe- 
ment solicitations  here  for  Office  &  Emolument,  nor  of  the  assiduities 
8c  Arts  which  are  applied  to  give  success  to  them.  I  have  much  more  to 
say  to  you  on  this  8c  several  other  subjects  than  it  is  possible  or  proper 
for  me  to  write.  I  hope  I  may  have  the  happiness  to  see  you  sometime 
in  May,  8c  give  you  the  detail.  In  the  mean  time  be  assured  that  your 
Interest  will  at  no  proper  moment  be  remov'd  from  the  Mind  of,  Dr. 
Sr.,  Your  very  affectionate  Friend  8c  most  obedient,  humble  Servant, 

Win.  Saml.  Johnson 

RC  (OCIWHi:  MS  Collection  3204).  Addressed:  "Majr.  General  S.  H.  Parsons  Esqr.,  Mid- 
dle town." 

1  Parsons  had  also  recommended  John  Lamb  to  New  Hampshire  delegate  Abiel  Fos- 
ter, who  enclosed  Parsons'  recommendation  with  his  letter  of  this  date  to  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson, for  which  see  the  preceding  entry. 

'-'  A  memorial  from  Capt.  Seth  Harding,  seeking  reimbursement  for  expenditures  he 
had  made  in  outfitting  the  Continental  frigate  Confederacy,  had  been  referred  on  March 
4  to  a  committee  which  reported  March  14.  The  report  was  referred  on  March  24  to  a 
committee  consisting  of  William  Grayson,  William  Ellery,  and  Johnson,  which  recom- 
mended on  April  4  that  Harding  be  allowed  $1,200.  The  committee's  recommendations 
were  referred  the  following  day  to  the  commissioner  for  setding  Continental  marine  ac- 
counts, Joseph  Pennell,  who  reported  that  he  could  not  act  on  the  claim  because  Hard- 
ing had  never  submitted  required  vouchers.  After  debating  Pennell's  report,  Congress 
postponed  further  consideration  of  the  issue  on  April  19,  although  it  had  in  the  mean- 
time approved  a  partial  payment  to  Harding  of  $500  pending  final  settlement  of  the 
claim.  See/CC,  28:121n,  154-55,  197n,  228,  232n,  238n,  243-44,  269,  276n,  279. 


William  Samuel  Johnson  to  Jeremiah  Wadsworth 

Dr  Sr,  N  York  Mar.  26th.  1785 

I  ree'd  yr.  favr.  8c  must  return  you  my  best  thanks  both  for  that  8c  by 

anticipation  for  the  many  others  which  I  hope  to  receive  from  you. 
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The  Instructions  you  have  or  shall  be  so  good  as  to  give  me  shall  as  far 
as  possible  be  made  a  good  use  of  &  in  this  way  while  I  continue  in 
this  situation  you  may  perhaps  be  yourself '&  render  me  of  some  use  to 
our  common  Country  which  certainly  extremely  wants  the  aid  of  all 
such  Men  as  I  am  convinced  you  are.  I  wish  extremely  you  had  an  im- 
mediate part  in  the  affairs  of  our  nasscent  Empire  which  blessed  with 
all  the  means  8c  rising  to  the  fairest  prospects  of  felicity  8c  glory  seems 
already  destined  {verging)  to  ruin  thro  the  perverse  narrowness  & 
timidity  &  obstinancy  of  some  of  our  countrymen.  Sorry  I  am  to  tell 
you  the  Senate  of  NY.  have  by  a  Majy  of  two  rejectd.  the  Impost  Bill  & 
Dashed  all  our  good  hopes  8c  of  a  speedy  establishmt  of  our  Reputa- 
tion for  Justice,  Interest  &:  Honor.1  What  shall  we  do  next?  It  is  hard  to 
endure  the  stain  &  injury  which  must  be  derived  from  a  Charactr.  of 
Perfidy,  ingratitude,  injustice  8c  folly  when  the  bulk  of  the  sensible  & 
virtuous  part  of  the  Community  are  both  able  8c  willing  to  efface  it  by 
vig[orou]s  &  virt[ou]s  Efforts  8c  are  only  impedd  8c  restraind  by  the 
baseness  &:  meanness  of  a  few.  Upon  the  resignn.  of  Genal.  Schyler  I 
did  my  endeav[or]s  to  give  you  the  trouble  of  assistg  to  Conduct  our 
Federal  Buildings,  but  the  Intrigues  of  Rhode  Island  were  too  power- 
ful for  me.  I  sho'd  have  probably  succeeded  had  I  sooner  had  Notice 
of  the  resignatn.  which  had  arrivd.  bef[or]e  my  return.  I  shou'd  have 
deserv'd.  no  thanks  from  you.  I  am  sensible  for  giving  you  that  trouble 
but  I  think  you  would  have  derived  some  Honr.  8c  the  U.S.  much  ben- 
efit from  it,  which  ought  to  be  a  sufficient  Apology.  The  Troops  in 
Conn[ecticu]t  are  disat[isfie]d  8c  I  am  glad  to  find  we  can  have  others 
cheaper  if  we  have  occasion  for  them.^  It  is  not  yet  determin'd  to  raise 
any.  I  am  with  the  greatest  Esteem  8c  respect  Dr.  Sr.  your  most  obedt. 
huml  Servt. 

[P.S.]  My  amiable  Neighbour  whom  I  have  seen  several  times  since  my 
return  I  presume  herself  acquaints  you  that  she  is  well  8c  happy. 

FC  (CtHi:  Johnson  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  William  Samuel  Johnson. 

1  See  Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  March  24,  note  4.  Wadsworth  wrote  in  reply  to 
Johnson  on  April  3:  "I  am  exceedingly  mortified  at  the  conduct  of  the  New  York  Senate: 
but  I  hope  Congress  will  persevere  in  their  demand  for  a  General  impost  as  any  alter- 
ation of  their  System  will  probably  be  attended  with  equal  delays.  The  American  Char- 
acter began  to  sink  before  I  left  Europe.  I  am  glad  I  did  not  remain  their,  to  blush  for 
my  Country:  which  by  this  time  I  fear  is  sunk  very  low.  I  can  remember  no  period  of  the 
Warr  when  I  looked  on  our  affairs  with  so  much  despondency,  as  at  present:  yet  I  will 
not  despair — agreeing  with  you  that  'the  bulk  of  the  sensible  and  Virtuous  part  of 
America  are  willing  to  prevent  our  ruin  by  Virtuous  and  Vigorous  efforts. '"Johnson  Pa- 
pers, CtHi. 

2  "I  am  of  the  Opinion,"  Wadsworth  had  written  on  March  13,  "that  troops  might  be 
raised  for  five  dollars  a  Month  as  many  as  may  be  wanted  in  raise'g  new  Corps.  Ought 
not  the  experiment  to  be  tried.  If  the  troops  now  in  this  State  on  furlow  were  paid  and 
disbanded  I  am  persuaded  they  would  to  a  Man  enlist  again  for  five  dollars  per  Month: 
indeed  five  dollars  a  Month,  and  Cloth'g  and  food,  is  better  pay,  than  such  men,  as  gen- 
erally inlist  for  Soldiers,  can  obtain  any  other  way."  Ibid.  For  Congress'  April  12  troop 
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requisition,  which  called  on  Connecticut  for  165  noncommissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates, see  Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States,  April  12,  1785. 


Charles  Thomson  to  John  Dickinson 

Sir,  Secy's  Office  March  26.  1785 

I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  letter  for  R.  Butler  esqr.  one  of  the 
commissioners  for  negotiating  with  the  Western  Indians.  As  it  con- 
tains instructions  to  the  comrs.  to  proceed  to  a  farther  treaty  with  the 
Western  tribes  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose  for  your  own  information  & 
satisfaction,1  I  have  to  request  the  favour  of  you  to  forward  the  letter 
for  Mr  Butler.  This  favour  I  am  induced  to  ask  as  it  is  of  importance 
that  he  have  the  earliest  notice  of  these  instructions  and  I  cannot 
learn  where  to  direct  for  him. 

With  great  respect  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Your  Most  obedient  humble  Servt 

Cha  Thomson 

RC  (PPL:  Logan-Dickinson  Collection). 

1  The  letter  for  Richard  Butler  has  not  been  found,  but  it  was  apparendy  one  from 
Thomson  dated  the  24th  enclosing  instructions  for  the  Indian  commissioners  which 
they  (Butler,  George  Rogers  Clark,  and  Oliver  Wolcott)  acknowledged  in  an  April  25 
letter  to  Congress  that  is  in  PCC,  item  56,  fols.  319-22.  The  March  18  instructions  di- 
rected the  holding  of  a  treaty  with  "the  Potowatama,  Twighrwee,  Piankishaw  and  other 
western  nations  ...  at  post  Vincent  [Vincennes],  on  the  Wabash  river,  on  the  20th  day  of 
June,  1785,  or  at  such  other  time  or  place  as  the  Commissioners  may  find  more  conve- 
nient." See  JCC,  28:180-81;  and  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book,  March  1-31,  note  51. 


Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  to  William  Blount 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  27th.  March  1785. 

In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  19th  Instant,1  I  informed  you,  that  the 
Delegation  had  nominated  Benjn.  Hawkins  as  one  of  the  Indian  Com- 
missioners for  the  southern  department.  The  Election  came  on,  on 
Monday  last — when  he  was  almost  unanimously  appointed  eleven  out 
of  twelve  States  voting  for  him.  The  Jealousy  of  the  circumscribed 
States,  who  thought  that  under  the  Idea  of  making  peace  with  the  In- 
dians we  had  some  under  hand  designs,  which  might  be  fatal  to  their 
claim  of  an  eaqual  partition  of  unlocated  western  territory  among  the 
members  of  the  Union — Occationed  a  Mr.  Danl.  Carrol  8c  a  Mr.  Perry 
to  be  elected  his  colleagues,  the  first  from  Maryland  the  other  from 
Delaware  State.  They  thought  these  two  persons  would  be  a  check 
upon  any  designs  that  the  southern  States  might  have.  This  of  course 
gave  very  great  dissatisfaction  to  the  southern  States,  and  occationed  a 
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motion  to  be  brought  forward,  for  the  Appointment  of  two  additional 
commissioners,  as  neither  Virginia,  So.  Carolina  or  Georgia  had  one, 
which  after  considerable  opposition  was  at  last  agreed  to — the  persons 
elected  were  Genl.  Pickens  of  So.  Carolina  &  Colo.  Jos[ep]h  Martin  of 
our  State,  he  being  nominated  by  the  State  of  Virginia. - 

They  are  instructed  to  meet  at  Charleston  on  the  16th  of  May  to 
consult  &  take  the  necessary  steps  for  carrying  the  resolution  into  Effect.3 

We  have  no  news  from  Europe  tho,  British  packets  for  January  & 
February  are  daily  expected,  also  a  french  packet — the  January  packet 
I  expect  has  been  blown  of[f]  to  the  West  indies. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  desires  me  to  present  his  compliments  to  you.  I  am 
with  very  great  Regard  &  Esteem,  Dear  Sir,  Your  most  Obt.  Servant, 

Richd.  Dobbs  Spaight. 

RC  (Nc-Ar:  Blount  Papers). 

1  Not  found. 

2  See  Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States,  March  24.  Joseph  Martin  (1740-1808)  was  a 
native  of  Virginia  who  had  moved  to  newly  created  Sullivan  County,  N.C.,  at  the  end  of 
the  war,  from  where  he  was  elected  to  the  North  Carolina  Assembly  in  the  spring  of 
1783.  He  returned  to  Virginia  in  1789  and  served  in  the  Virginia  legislature,  1791-99. 
Diet.  ofN.C.  Biog.,  4:228-29. 

3  See  Charles  Thomson  to  the  Indian  Commissioners,  March  24. 


William  Hindman  to  William  Paca 

My  dear  sir  New-York  March  28th.  1785 

Congress  have  not  as  yet  elected  a  Minister  for  the  Hague.  The  En- 
glish Packet  which  ought  to  have  been  here  some  Time  ago  is  not  yet 
arrived,  so  that  We  have  no  foreign  News.  There  are  twelve  States  rep- 
resented in  Congress  &  one  Member  from  Georgia.  Mr.  Henry  &  Mr. 
McHenry  are  now  here,  the  latter  intends  for  Philadelphia  in  a  few 
Days  on  a  Visit  to  Mrs.  McHenry  who  is  now  there.  Mr.  Scott  informs 
Me  he  shall  set  out  for  this  City  immediately  after  the  Eastern  Shore 
General  Court.1  Neither  the  Grand  Committee  appointd  to  report  on 
the  necessary  Requisitions  nor  the  Land  Committee  have  as  yet  reported. 
I  am  with  best  Respects  to  all  Friends,  most  affectionately,  Yrs  &ca. 

Wm.  Hindman 

RC  (MdAA:  Red  Books). 

1  That  is  Gustavus  Scott,  who  with  Samuel  Chase,  John  Henry,  James  McHenry, 
Luther  Martin,  and  Hindman  had  been  elected  by  the  Maryland  Assembly  in  December 
1784  to  represent  the  state  in  Congress  the  ensuing  year.  JCC,  28:47-48.  Despite  Hind- 
man's  expectations,  Scott  never  attended  Congress. 
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Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States 

Sir,  Secretary's  Office  March  28.  1785 

In  the  latter  end  of  January  last  Congress  received  information  of  a 
wicked  attempt  to  defraud  the  puhlic  by  counterfeiting  the  certificates 
of  final  settlement  given  to  the  Officers  and  soldiers  of  the  United 
States  by  the  Commissioner  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  army.1  The 
fraud  appeared  the  more  alarming  as  the  villains  concerned  seemed 
to  be  possessed  of  a  secret  which  tended  to  destroy  the  credit  of  all 
writings  and  to  produce  the  most  mischievous  consequences  by  ren- 
dering all  written  contracts  insecure.  For  it  appeared  that  though  the 
words  were  altered  and  the  sums  changed,  the  paper  remained  unde- 
faced.  In  Consequence  of  this  information  Congress  issued  the  Procla- 
mation of  which  I  enclose  a  copy.2 

Last  week  one  Davison  came  to  this  city  for  the  purpose,  as  he  said, 
of  disclosing  the  whole  scene  of  villainy.  A  Committee  was  appointed 
to  take  his  examination.  This  morning  they  brought  in  a  report  ac- 
companied with  his  deposition,  which  for  the  greater  dispatch  and  se- 
cresy  Congress  were  pleased  to  refer  to  me  to  take  Order.3  I  therefore 
embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  Your  excellency  a 
copy  of  the  said  report  and  deposition,  which  will  sufficiently  evince 
the  necessity  and  importance  of  adopting  the  most  speedy  and  effec- 
tual measures  to  put  a  stop  to  villainy  so  injurious  to  private  property 
and  destructive  of  public  credit,  by  securing  and  bringing  to  justice 
the  individuals  of  so  dangerous  a  combination. 

Relying  on  your  Excellency  to  give  the  necessary  Orders  I  shall  not 
trouble  you  with  any  thing  more  at  present  than  the  assurance  that  I 
am,  with  the  greatest  Respect,  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient  and 
Most  humble  Servt,  Cha  Thomson 

RC  (R-Ar:  Letters  to  Governors).  LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "To  His  Exy 
the  President  of  Newhampshire,  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  the  Governor  of 
Rhodeisland  &  Prov.  Plantations]." 

1  See  Abiel  Foster  to  Joseph  Howell,  January  10,  note  2. 

2  For  this  February  2  proclamation,  see  fCC,  28:32-34. 

:'  For  the  appointment  on  March  24  of  a  committee  to  examine  Benjamin  Davison 
"on  the  plot  t<>  forge  army  pay  settlement  certificates,"  and  its  recommendation  to  dis- 
tribute Davison's  deposition  to  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  Rhode  Island 
which  Congress  endorsed  this  day,  see/CC,  28:197n,  206.  Davison's  deposition  before 
the  committee  and  Thomson's  account  of  Davison's  arrival  in  New  York  on  March  23 
"with  a  view  ol  giving  Congress  information  respecting  the  forgers,"  are  in  PCC,  item 
167,  fols.  175,  185-89.  Thomson's  account,  which  he  mistakenly  endorsed  March  24, 
1784  [not  1785],  appears  in  the  published  journals  under  thai  erroneous  date  at  JCC, 
26:165. 
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Hugh  Williamson  to  Richard  Caswell 

Sir  New  York  28th  March  1 785 

The  inclosed  for  the  Govr.  of  N.  Carolina  is  forwarded  to  you,1  the 
Delegates  from  the  State  thinking  it  probable  that  the  Delays  to  which 
it  will  be  subjected  in  reaching  the  Hand  of  Govr.  Martin  may  prove 
fatal  to  the  Design.  The  Delegates  are  not  informed  of  the  Time  on 
which  the  administration  comes  into  your  Hands  but  they  presume 
that  you  will  think  fit  to  open  the  inclosed  when  it  comes  to  Hand,  and 
that  you  will  detain  it  till  you  can  act  upon  it  or  forward  it  with  Dis- 
patch to  Govr.  Martin  as  the  Exigence  of  the  Case  may  seem  to  require. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  utmost  Consideration,  Sir,  Your 
obedt  hble  Servt.  Hu  Williamson 

RC  (NjMoHP:  Lloyd  W.  Smith  Collection). 

1  Apparently  Charles  Thomson's  letter  to  Gov.  Alexander  Martin  enclosing  docu- 
ments on  negotiating  with  the  southern  Indians,  for  which  see  Thomson  to  Certain 
States,  March  24. 


Abiel  Foster  to  Jonathan  Blanchard 

Dear  Sir.i  New  York  30th  March  1785. 

Your  very  agreeable  favor  of  the  8th  of  Febry.  came  safe  to  hand,  for 
which  I  am  much  obliged.  My  duties  on  a  grand  Committee,  which 
sit's  at  Nine  in  the  morning,  has  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  return  an 
earlier  answer. 

My  nearer  approach  to  New  Hampr.,  added  to  the  great  politeness 
of  the  Citizens  of  New  York,  renders  my  present  situation  very  agree- 
able. The  circumstance  of  beautiful  Ladies,  is  of  no  great  conse- 
quence to  one,  who  contemplates  them  in  the  same  light  as  he  would 
good  paintings — to  please  the  Eye  only. 

You  would  be  surprized  to  see  the  revolution  in  Congress  since  the 
last  year.  Eastward  of  Virginia  remain  of  last  years  Members  only  my 
self,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Beatty  &  McHenry,  from  Virginia, 
Hardy  &  Munroe — to  the  southward  of  Virginia,  Williamson  & 
Spaight.  The  Prince  of  the  south,  who  used,  as  you  well  remember,  to 
speak  great  swelling  words,  is  lately  retired.2 

The  Grand  Committee  have  agreed  to  report  a  requisition  to  Con- 
gress for  three  Million's  Dollars  for  the  current  year  to  be  called  for  out 
of  the  remaining  part  formd  requisition  for  8  Millions  Dolars  the  Quota 
of  our  State  after  a  new  Modle  of  the  Quota  will  be  105,416  Dolars.3 
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RC  (NHi:  Miscellaneous  Manuscripts).  In  the  hand  of  Abiel  Foster;  signature  clipped. 

1  Undoubtedly  Jonathan  Blanchard,  who  had  been  Foster's  colleague  in  Congress 
March  to  June  17X4.  the  subject  of  Foster's  third  paragraph. 

-  Probably  John  Francis  Mercer  of  Virginia. 

:!  This  committee  report  was  read  in  Congress  the  following  day,  for  which  see  JCC, 
28:214-20. 


William  Hindman  to  William  Paca 

Dear  Sir  New-York  March  30th.  1785 

The  British  Jany.  Packet  arrived  here  on  Monday  last,  having  had 
eleven  Weeks  passage,  and  of  Course  brings  no  News. 

The  Senate  of  this  State  at  their  now  sitting  brought  in  a  Bill  for  the 
Purpose  of  laying  a  Duty  of  5  per  Cent  agreeably  to  the  Recommenda- 
tion of  Congress,  which  was  rejected;1  there  were  eight  Members  in 
Favor  of  the  Bill  &  eleven  against  it;  the  other  Branch  of  their  Legisla- 
ture have  not  taken  that  Subject  up  since  their  present  Session:  it  is 
said  a  large  Majority  of  that  House  are  opposed  to  the  Measure;  the 
Friends  to  it  flatter  themselves  a  new  Assembly  will  adopt  the  Recom- 
mendation. Rhode-Island  has  passed  the  Shadow  of  a  5  per  Cent  Im- 
post, a  Copy  of  which  Law  was  in  one  of  the  Papers  I  transmitted  You. 
The  Weather  of  this  Month  has  been  remarkably  bad — very  few  Days 
here  without  Snow,  most  of  which  I  presume  has  been  Rain  with  You. 
I  am,  most  sincerely  Yrs.  &c,  Win.  Hindman 

RC  (MdAA:  Red  Books). 

1  See  Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  March  24,  note  4. 


James  McHenry's  Draft  Committee  Report 

[ante  March  31,  1785]  i 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  several  motions  on  the  sub- 
ject of  facilities  beg  leave  to  rejDort — 

That  the  several  legislatures  be  admitted  so  to  model  the  collection 
of  the  sums  to  be  called  for  that  one  half  of  any  sum  being  paid  in  ac- 
tual money  the  other  half  may  be  discharged  by  the  interest  arising  on 
loan  office  certificates,  the  army  debt  and  other  liquidated  debts  of 
the  U.S. 

That  to  ascertain  the  evidences  of  the  interest  arising  on  certificates 
of  the  aforesaid  description  receivable  in  taxes  in  lieu  of  money  the 
holders  be  at  liberty  to  carry  the  same  to  the  loan  office  of  the  State  of 
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which  he  is  a  citizen,  or  if  a  foriegner  to  (the)  any  loan  office  (oj  the 
State  in  which  tiny  were  issued)  in  the  U  States,  and  to  have  the  interest 
due  thereon  settled  and  certified  to  the  last  day  of  the  year  1783. 

That  the  board  of  treasury  cause  to  be  made  a  bank  paper,  and 
thereon  to  be  struck  a  form  of  a  certificate  which  shall  specify  the  in- 
terest due  as  aforesaid,  and  transmit  to  the  several  loan  offices  a  cer- 
tain number  of  said  certificates  with  proper  blanks  (and  under  such  cau- 
tions as  they  may  judge  necessary  to  prevent  /rands  or  counterfeits  of  the  same). 

That  the  board  of  treasury  transmit  to  the  several  loan  offices  such 
checks  and  instructions  from  time  to  time  as  they  may  judge  necessary 
to  prevent  counterfieted  evidences  of  debts  from  obtaining  a  settlement 
of  interest,  and  to  the  continental  receiver  in  each  state  such  checks 
and  instructions  as  may  enable  the  same  to  detect  counterfieted  evi- 
dences of  interest  receivable  in  taxes  as  aforesaid. 

That  the  certificates  of  interest  be  receivable  from  the  bearer  in  lieu 
of  money  either  in  the  State  in  which  they  issued  or  in  any  other  State 
in  the  proportion  before  stated. 

That  the  State  receiving  such  certificates  in  the  aforesaid  proportion 
and  paying  the  same  into  the  public  treasury  have  credit  therefor  in 
the  aforesaid  proportion,  which  payment  by  the  State  be  considered  as 
a  discharge  of  the  interest  due  on  the  domestic  debt  in  the  proportion 
that  each  State  avails  itself  of  the  aforesaid  evidences,  and  should  any 
State  pay  into  the  public  treasury  a  greater  proportion  in  actual  money 
than  one  half  of  its  quota  that  the  same  be  applied  according  to  the  es- 
timate giving  preference  to  the  discharge  of  the  expences  of  internal 
government  and  the  interest  due  upon  the  foreign  debt. 

MS  (DLC:  Peter  Force  Miscellany).  In  the  hand  of  James  McHenry. 

1  McHenry  apparently  drafted  this  report  as  a  member  of  a  subcommittee  of  the 
grand  committee  that  was  instructed  January  24  "to  report  a  requisition  on  the  states." 
JCC,  28:15.  Issues  related  to  setting  the  requisition  for  1785  were  assigned  to  a  number 
of  subcommittees,  some  with  overlapping  concerns,  and  portions  of  McHenry's  report 
echo  recommendations  found  in  the  report  of  the  subcommittee  on  the  memorial  of 
"Holders  of  Loan  Office  Certificates,"  for  which  see  Grand  Committee  Minutes  of  Pro- 
ceedings, January  29,  note  10.  When  McHenry  composed  the  present  report  cannot  be 
determined,  but  a  major  portion  of  it  was  incorporated  almost  verbatim  into  the  grand 
committee  report  submitted  March  31,  for  which  see  JCC,  28:217-18. 

The  origin  of  the  term  "facilities"  to  describe  discounts  or  credits  to  be  allowed  to  the 
states  for  interest  payments  on  loan  office  certificates  made  to  their  own  citizens  is 
somewhat  obscure.  The  states  had  been  under  pressure  to  assume  responsibility  for 
loan  office  interest  payments  since  the  suspension  of  such  payments  by  the  Continental 
loan  offices  on  September  9,  1782,  and  Pennsylvania  had  led  the  way  in  March  1783  in 
issuing  certificates  or  indents  in  payment  of  interest  to  public  creditors.  Over  the  oppo- 
sition of  the  superintendent  of  finance,  the  state  designated  $180,000  of  such  interest 
payments  for  its  1783  Continental  quota,  and  other  states  had  followed  her  example. 
Faced  with  this  fait  accompli,  Congress  could  do  little  but  attempt  to  set  the  percentage 
each  state  would  be  allowed  as  a  credit  on  its  quota  for  such  interest  payments,  and  in 
the  debates  on  the  1785  requisition  proposals  for  setting  the  limitation  at  one-half  and 
at  two-thirds  were  offered.  The  former  figure  was  incorporated  into  the  grand  commit- 
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tee  report  of  March  31,  and  the  latter  in  the  revised  report  taken  up  July  18.  Cf.  JCC, 
28:217,  29:545.  For  discussion  of  the  movement  to  allow  the  states  credit  for  loan  office 
interest  payments,  see  E.  James  Ferguson,  The  Power  of the  Purse  (Chapel  Hill:  University 
of  North  Carolina  Press,  1961),  pp.  222-25;  and  Morris,  Papers  (Ferguson),  7:146-47, 
522-25.  For  one  delegate's  explanation  of  "the  doctrine  of  facilities  or  discounts  of  in- 
terest" under  debate  in  July,  see  David  Jackson  to  George  Bryan,  July  27,  1785. 


Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry 

Dr.  Gerry,  31st.  March  [17]  85. 

We  have  a  Letter  from  Mr.  J.  Adams  dated  Auteil  10th  Jany.  85 — 
which  informs  that  by  a  Letter  from  his  Bankers  at  Amsterdam  he 
learns  that  the  last  loan  is  nearly  complete1 — of  consequence  we  must 
have  in  Europe  subject  to  the  order  of  Congress  a  very  considerable 
sum  of  money. 

Mr.  Adams  advises  to  the  opening  of  a  new  loan,  but  laments  that 
he  has  put  his  hand  heretofore  to  contracts  which  leave  so  heavy  a 
load  on  his  fellow  Citizens,  and  which  will  prove  so  injurious  a  drain 
of  the  industrious  earnings  of  his  country  men.  Some  how  or  other 
this  is  inconsistent.  Mr.  A.  laments  our  burdens  yet  advises  an  increase 
of  them.  I  do  not  know  why  we  shd.  borrow  more  money.2 

Nothing  new  has  taken  place  in  Congress,  we  are  now  warmly  en- 
tered into  the  business  of  requisition  for  money,  Troops  &c.  My  Col- 
league the  Doctor  has  been  sick  this  week  past,  and  we  are  unrepre- 
sented. However  I  hope  he  will  soon  be  out. 

Adieu  R  King 

[P.S.]  You  will  observe  this  to  be  a  Letter  written  in  Congress  &ca.  I 
send  you  News  papers  &c. 

RC  (NHi:  King  Papers). 

1  Adams'  letter  is  in  PCC,  item  84,  5:367-70;  and  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-89, 
1:472-73. 

2  Another  issue  raised  by  Adams  and  recently  disposed  of  by  Congress  was  the  subject 
of  a  letter  of  this  date  to  him  from  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  John  Jay.  Adams  had 
reported  in  April  1784  that  American  candidates  for  ordination  coming  before  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  could  obtain  holy  orders  only  if  they  subscribed  a  British 
oath  of  allegiance,  a  matter  that  he  had  mentioned  to  the  Danish  minister  to  the  States 
General.  He  then  inquired  whether  such  American  candidates  might  obtain  ordination 
in  Denmark,  and  was  subsequently  informed  that  royal  approval  would  be  granted  for 
the  performance  of  such  rites  by  Danish  bishops,  and  "for  the  convenience  of  Ameri- 
cans, who  are  supposed  nol  to  know  the  Danish  language,  the  latin  language  will  be 
made  use  of."  The  matter  had  been  referred  to  a  committee  on  foreign  dispatches 
which  submitted  a  report  on  December  9,  1784,  but  was  not  taken  up  until  March  21, 
1785,  when  Congress  directed  Adams  to  thank  the  Danish  minister,  baron  de  Si. 
Saphorin,  foi  "the  liberal  decision  made  by  his  Majesty  on  the  question."  This  resolu- 
tion was  sent  to  Adams  in  a  March  31  letter  from  Jay.  Sec  JCC,  27:674,  28:187;  PCC.  item 
84,  5:285-97;  and  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-89,  1: 453-55. 
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Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry 

DrSir,  NY.  31st  March  1785 

I  this  moment  reed,  by  post  a  short  line  from  you  with  out  date  in- 
closing the  Edict  of  the  French  King  regulating  the  commerce  of  the 
W.  Indies1 — you  mention  that  you  have  repe[a]tedly  written  me  since 
your  leaving  us,  but  the  Letter  by  this  post  is  but  the  second  that  has 
come  to  hand.  The  Post  goes  at  one  OClock  &  I  will  add  a  few  words 
whilst  the  House  are  settling  the  duties  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress, 
in  a  second  Reading  of  the  ordinance.-  New  York  yesterday  renewed 
their  proposal  to  write  to  Mr.  Wythe,  proposing  to  him  to  come  far- 
ther northward  than  Williamsburgh  to  hold  our  federal  Court.  I  re- 
main in  the  same  Opinion  on  this  subject  as  when  the  proposal  was 
before  made — and  if  we  agree  on  the  form  of  a  Letter,  my  Colleague 
8c  I  shall  join.  It  will  not  be  possible  for  the  Court  to  be  held  so  soon 
as  was  expected. 

The  business  of  a  requisition  for  monies  for  1785  is  soon  to  be  de- 
termined on;3  the  amount  will  be  Three  millions  of  Dols.  After  some 
considerable  opposition  the  G.  Comee.  agreed  to  a  payment  of  one 
Half  only  in  real  money  and  the  other  Half  in  Facilities.  The  appor- 
tionment was  made  by  the  G.  Comee.  conformably  to  the  former  ap- 
portionment of  the  1,500,000  Dol. 

This  is  conceived  to  be  hard  on  Virginia  &  New  Jersey — too  light  on 
N  York,  Pennsylvania,  North  Car.,  South  Car.,  &  Georgia — if  any  alter- 
ation takes  place,  I  shall  urge  the  peculiarity  of  the  situation  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, considering  her  former  advances,  her  punctual  redemp- 
tion of  the  old  money,  her  loss,  by  the  want  of  that  punctuality  in 
other  States — her  exhausted  condition  in  relation  to  real  specie — the 
want  of  a  Staple  &  the  languishing  appearance  of  her  commerce. 

And  hope  that  the  statement  may  be  such  as  rather  to  exonerate  her 
from  the  proposed  Apportionment,  than  hold  her  forth  as  able  to  bear  a 
part  of  those  States  burdens  who  may  conceive  themselves  overloaded. 

Best  farewell,  Yours  RK 

RC  (NHi:  King  Papers). 

1  See  King,  Correspondence  (King),  1:74. 

'-'  For  the  adoption  of  this  ordinance,  see  Charles  Thomson  to  Hannah  Thomson, 
April  3,  note  2. 

3  The  report  of  the  grand  committee  on  this  subject  was  submitted  this  day.  JCC, 
28:214—20.  See  also  Charles  Pinckney  to  Benjamin  Guerard,  January  2,  note  4. 


William  Houstoun  to  Samuel  Elbert 

Sir,  New  York  2d  April  1 785. 

I  a  few  days  ago  did  myself  the  honor  of  forwarding  to  you  the  Jour- 
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nals  of  Congress  as  far  as  they  were  printed — And  at  the  same  time 
Mentioned  every  necessary  Occurrence  that  I  could  recollect.1  By  this 
opportunity  I  Send  a  resolve  for  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Southern  In- 
dians.1-' As  you'l  find  the  whole  of  this  business  fully  recited  in  the  re- 
solve and  as  my  late  letters  and  the  Journals  of  Congress  enclosed — 
Contained  every  Material  Information  respecting  the  proceedings  of 
Congress  I  shall  now  hasten  to  announce  to  you  that  the  whole  body 
of  Congress  are  become  so  clamorous  against  our  State,  that  I  Shud- 
der for  the  consequences;  but,  as  my  late  letters  have  all  gone  fully 
into  the  particulars — I  shall  therefore  now  only  assure  you  (as  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  State  facts)  that  it  is  very  seriously  talked  of — Either  to 
make  a  tryal  of  Voting  Georgia  out  of  the  Union  or  to  fall  upon  some 
means  of  taking  coercive  measures  against  her.  In  truth  I  do  not  think 
at  any  one  time  since  the  Existence  of  Georgia  she  has  been  in  a  worse 
situation  than  at  present.  Her  conduct  is  more  particularly  marked  as 
for  the  last  six  weeks  we  have  had  the  whole  twelve  States  upon  the 
floor — she  stands  alone  only  half  represented — And  as  it  is  reported 
here  that  she  is  a  rich  &  flourishing  State — the  most  infamous  Motives 
are  imputed  to  her.  As  we  were  much  connected  with  the  So.  Indians  I 
took  the  liberty  to  mention  that  I  thought  a  Commissioner  ought  to 
be  appointed  from  our  state — but,  I  was  very  severely  replyed  to  for 
suggesting  that  the  least  Countenance  ought  to  be  given  to  so  unwor- 
thy a  State — And  one  that  had  not  taken  a  single  foderal  measure. 
From  your  known  patriotism,  I  doubt  not  Sir,  you  must  feel  sensibly 
for  the  dreadful  situation  of  our  Country,  with  respect  to  her  lost  rep- 
utation in  that  quarter  where  it  is  her  Interest — as  well  as  her  duty  to 
stand  high — and  I  can't  help  still  hoping  on  your  making  such  Exer- 
tions as  may  redeem  her.  For  my  own  part  I  am  really  so  fully  affected 
that  I  almost  curse  the  hour  that  placed  me  in  a  situation  to  be  privy 
to  such  cruel  aspersions  against  that  Country  that  gave  me  birth.  And 
sir  my  breast  is  so  wrung  with  reflecting  on  these  things  that  I  do  not 
find  myself  competent  to  write  with  that  precision  that  might  be  ex- 
pected from  me.  With  respect  to  my  own  immediate  situation  it  is 
more  distressing  than  I  ever  expected  from  my  Circumstances  in  life,  I 
could  be  reduced  to. 

I  Sir,  as  well  from  a  disinterested  Zeal,  God  knows,  of  serving  my 
Country — as  from  the  warm  persuasions  of  those  who  paid  more  at- 
tention to  public  Matters  than  to  my  private  Interest — agreed  to  leave 
a  comfortable  place  in  the  midst  of  my  relations  &  other  friends — 
where  If  I  was  not  amassing  wealth  I  was  however  Making  more  than 
my  daily  Expences  &  of  course  laying  by  money — to  come  to  a  strange 
land  amongst  Strangers — under  a  full  Confidence  that  my  Country 
whilst  I  was  making  every  Sacrifice  in  my  power  to  serve  her,  would 
not  abandon  me,  and  make  the  ungrateful  return  of  giving  me  up  as  a 
Victim.  But  sir  now  so  it  is — for  after  I  had  exhausted  every  shilling  of 
my  own  altho'  desirous  of  returning  home  still  from  reasons  that  were 
Convincing  to  me  that  I  could  be  of  much  use  to  our  State  (as  well  by 
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defending  her  from  the  very  unfavourable  Attacks  that  were  Con- 
stantly made  upon  her  and  wh.  might  have  been  followed  wt.  some- 
thing more  substantial,  and  keeping  her  Interest  in  the  same  forward- 
ness &  as  her  Sister  States  as  many  other  tilings  of  much 
Consequence.)  I  was  seduced  to  remain  in  Congress — thinking  there 
could  not  be  a  doubt  but  that  I  should  at  least  have  my  Expences  Re- 
mitted to  me  8c  I  from  time  to  time  have  been  borrowing  money  in 
this  Country  for  which  I  am  now  exceedingly  pressed  &  so  much  in- 
volved that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  think  of  moving  till  I  receive  a  pe- 
cuniary Relief  sufficient  to  extricate  me  And  in  the  mean  time  must 
be  perplexed  in  finding  farther  Means  for  my  support.  I  hope  sir 
every  principle  of  Justice  as  well  as  the  Respect  due  to  the  Character 
and  office  I  bear,  will  induce  you  to  transmit  to  me,  as  soon  as  can  be, 
the  necessary  supplies  for  my  immediate  assistance^ — as  much  as  will 
enable  me  to  return  home,  which  is  my  earnest  desire,  or  if  it  should 
be  the  will  of  the  state  for  me  to  remain  longer,  as  will  allow  to  Stay  at 
least  without  dishonour  to  my  self  or  Country.  You'l  Recollect  sir  that 
I  have  never  received  any  thing  from  the  state  except  a  bill  for  a  hun- 
dred &  odd  pounds  before  I  left  Savannah.  It  is  therefore  much  in  ar- 
rear  to  me,  I  shall  be  ready  upon  oath  to  give  an  account  of  the  un- 
avoidable Expenditures  I  have  been  put  to — and  freely  to  loose  such 
sums  as  I  raised  upon  my  private  account  and  have  spent  in  the  Public 
Service.  My  Case  is  singularly  hard,  as  Every  other  State  since  the 
peace  has  made  ample  provision  for  their  Delegates  thinking  it  a  Mat- 
ter of  the  first  Consequence — And  altho'  some  of  them  have  four 
Members  on  the  floor  they  regularly  send  them  their  Supplies  and 
keep  them  satisfied  and  at  their  Ease.  My  office  is  doubly  labourious 
as  I  am  obliged  to  pay  Constant  attention  to  public  matters — and  to 
employ  such  time  as  I  can  get  in  working  for  my  daily  support  without 
any  visible  means. 

I  appeal  to  the  Journals  if  I  have  ever  been  absent  from  Congress 
one  day  since  I  first  took  my  Seat  notwithstanding  all  the  difficulties  I 
have  had  to  struggle  with.  I  feel  a  Consciousness  that  I  have  been  the 
Instrument  of  preventing  some  very  opprobrious  measures  against 
the  State — and  that  I  saved  her  some  thousands  of  dollars  in  fixing 
her  last  quota.  With  Respect  to  the  Rest  of  my  conduct  I  am  pre- 
pared— and  desirous  to  meet  the  most  accurate  Scrutiny.  I  should  not 
Sir  have  been  thus  prolix  did  I  not  conceive  there  must  be  some  prej- 
udices in  the  State  agst.  Me  or  surely  no  Christian  people  could  treat 
me  so  unworthyly.  It  is  now  four  months  since  I  have  Received  any  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  of  the  state.  I  have  by  accident  heard  who 
was  elected  Governor.  I  have  been  able  to  collect  from  the  Delegates 
of  So.  Carolina  that  they  are  in  momentary  expectation  (from  their 
Governors  Letter)  of  receiving  Instructions  for  an  application  to  Con- 
gress in  Respect  to  the  disputed  Territory  between  the  two  States3 — as 
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there  was  not  the  least  prospect  of  the  Commissioners  being  able  to 
adjust  this  matter. 

I  am  aware  your  Honor  will  pay  that  due  Consideration  to  this  very 
important  point  which  it  deserves.  I  shall  only  Mention  that  the 
rooted  prejudices  in  Congress  agst.  our  State  may  subject  us  to  disad- 
vantage. And  from  the  great  number  of  Members  in  Congress  (more  I 
believe — than  were  ever  known  at  any  one  time)  Spirited  Measures 
will  certainly  upon  every  occasion  be  adopted,  and  carried  into  Exe- 
cution with  force — As  Congress  are  apprized  that  they  never  possessed 
so  many  resources,  so  much  power,  and  so  much  Consequence  as  at 
present.  I  shall  now  conclude  with  repeating  and  beseeching  you  to 
give  serious  attention  to  my  situation  as  it  is  a  Stake  to  me  of  the  most 
alarming  nature. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  all  due  respect,  Your  Honors  most  obt 
servt.  Wm  Houstoun 

N.B.  Should  there  be  no  immediate  oppy.  from  Georgia  by  which  I 
can  hear  from  you  there  are  Vessels  weekly  sailing  from  Chas.  Ton  to 
both  Philadelphia  &  New  York. 

RC  (PHi:  Gratz  Collection). 

1  Not  found. 

-  See  Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States,  March  24.  For  Elbert's  receipt  of  this  letter 
and  the  impact  of  this  information  on  Georgia's  own  plans  for  negotiating  with  the  In- 
dians, see  George  R.  Lamplugh,  "Farewell  to  the  Revolution:  Georgia  in  1785,"  Georgia 
Historical  Quarterly  56  (Fall  1972):  393-95. 

3  For  which  see  Charles  Thomson  to  Samuel  Elbert,  June  2,  1785. 


Virginia  Delegates  to  Patrick  Henry 

Sir  New  York  April  2d.  1 785. 

We  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  the  resolutions  of 
Congress  authorizing  the  comptrouler  to  appoint  a  2d  commissr.  for 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  State  against  the  U.  States,  &  in- 
structing him  to  furnish  Mr.  Dunscomb  with  a  commission  to  act  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Turner,  and  those  resolutions  which  are  necessary  for 
them  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office.1  These  two  commis- 
srs.  are  to  act  independently  of  each  other,  in  the  districts  assign'd 
them,  and  each  to  judge  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  as  they  apply 
to  the  cases  before  them  upon  the  same  principle  as  if  they  held  their 
appointments  to  different  states;  the  only  object  in  the  additional  ap- 
pointment being  that  of  expediting  the  settlement,  a  claim  the  larger 
slates  are  entitled  to  from  the  consideration  that  such  a  portion  of 
these  debts  when  liquidated  are  admitted  in  payment  of  the  late  req- 
uisition. The  resolution  admiting  of  circumstantial  evidence  where 
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the  vouchers  have  been  lost  or  under  particular  circumstances  have 
never  been  obtain 'd  is  so  clear  &  explicit  that  neither  Congress  nor 
the  delegation  could  conceive  how  a  doubt  could  have  been  enter- 
tain'd  by  Mr.  Turner  respecting  its  import.  We  presume  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  any  other  person  to  misunderstand  it  and  therefore  flatter 
ourselves  that  those  who  may  be  now  appointed,  will  proceed  without 
delay  in  the  accomplishment  of  this  very  important  business.  Agree- 
ably to  a  condition  of  the  act  of  cession  of  the  territory  no.  westward 
of  the  Ohio  we  lately  mov'd  that  a  commissr.  be  appointed  to  liqui- 
date the  claims  of  the  state  arising  under  it,  in  the  manner  stipulated, 
and  that  the  advances  of  the  state  for  the  purposes  therein  specified, 
be  deducted  out  of  the  requisition  for  the  present  year.  The  motion 
was  committed  and  the  report  brought  in  authoriz'd  the  appointment 
of  the  commissr.  but  took  no  notice  of  the  claim  for  the  deduction  of 
the  amount  out  of  the  riquisition.2  We  consider  the  claim  of  the  state 
in  that  instance  as  standing  upon  very  different  ground  from  those 
debts  due  from  the  U.  States  to  individual  states,  wh.  arose  under  the 
common  occurrences  of  the  war,  and  of  course  that  the  method  of 
payment  shod,  be  different.  This  from  a  solemn  compact  between  the 
two  parties  deriv'd  its  force  from  their  accession  to  it,  and  of  course 
any  limitation  to  the  paymt.  not  contain'd  in  the  act  itself,  must  be 
considerd  as  a  contravention  of  it.  We  shall  obtain  the  decision  of 
Congress  upon  this  point  as  soon  as  possible  8c  transmit  it  to  your  Ex- 
cellency. In  the  meantime  we  take  the  liberty  to  submit  to  you  the  pro- 
priety of  suspending  all  further  payments  for  the  expences  arising 
under  that  expedition  &  are  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect  8c 
esteem  yr.  Excellency's  most  obt.  8c  very  humble  servants, 

S.  Hardy  Willm.  Grayson 

Richard  Henry  Lee     Jas.  Monroe 

RC  (NjP:  Straus  Collection).  Written  by  Monroe  and  signed  by  Monroe,  Grayson, 
Hardy,  and  Lee. 

1  For  the  appointment  of  Andrew  Dunscomb  as  a  second  commissioner  for  settling 
Virginia's  Continental  accounts,  see  Charles  Thomson  to  Robert  Morris,  March  4,  1785. 

2  When  Congress  accepted  Virginia's  western  land  cession  it  agreed  to  reimburse  the 
state  for  expenses  incurred  in  George  Rogers  Clark's  conquest  and  administration  of 
the  northwest  territory  and  to  join  in  a  commission  for  determining  those  expenses. 
On  February  25  Monroe  had  moved  the  appointment  of  the  congressional  commis- 
sioner and  that  the  expenses  determined  upon  "be  deducted  out  of  the  requisition  for 
the  year  1785."  The  motion  was  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Elbridge  Gerry, 
Rufus  King,  and  John  Beatty,  whose  February  28  report  was  debated  on  April  1 3  when 
the  Virginia  delegates  proposed  again  that  the  state  be  allowed  to  deduct  half  of  the  liq- 
uidated expenses  from  the  requisition  of  1 785  and  half  from  1 786.  Congress,  however, 
adopted  the  report  as  drafted,  rejecting  the  delegates'  motion,  and  assigning  April  18 
for  the  election  of  the  congressional  commissioner.  John  Smith  was  duly  elected  on  the 
21st,  with  a  salary  of  $1,500  per  annum,  but  he  declined  the  appointment  and  was  re- 
placed on  June  9  by  Samuel  Holden  Parsons  after  the  salary  was  raised  to  $6  per  day. 
Following  Parsons'  appointment,  Monroe  offered  on  June  22  a  revised  version  of  his 
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February  motion,  requesting  that  monies  and  supplies  advanced  to  Clark  "be  admitted 
in  discount"  to  Virginia  "provided  they  shall  be  liquidated  during  the  operation  of  the 
present  requisition,"  which  was  assigned  on  June  30  to  a  committee  chaired  by  William 
Samuel  Johnson  that  was  discharged  July  6.  During  debate  over  the  requisition  on  July 
18  the  Virginia  delegates  made  two  final  efforts  to  revive  Monroe's  June  22  motion  but 
both  were  defeated.  See  JCC,  28:103,  106n,  258-61,  287,  365,  396n.2,  437-38,  442, 
473-74,  489n,  29:547-49,  550n,  924;  and  PCC,  item  36,  3:49-52,  item  190,  fol.  48.  See 
also  Rufus  King  to  Timothy  Pickering,  May  8;  and  James  Monroe  to  James  Madison,  July 
12,  note  1. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Hannah  Thomson 

Dear  Hannah  N  29.  Sunday  April  3.  1785 

The  badness  of  the  weather  having  as  I  suppose  prevented  the  ar- 
rival of  the  post,  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  a  letter  from  you  since 
that  of  the  29  of  last  Month  N  16,  which  I  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of,  in  my  last  of  the  31st  No.  28.1 

I  mentioned  in  that  letter  that  C  had  come  to  a  decision  on  the 
business  of  my  Office.2  Though  I  had  strong  suspicions  that  the  mov- 
ing this  matter  originated  in  the  ambition  of  one  and  the  malice  and 
resentment  of  another,  I  determined  to  let  it  take  its  course  without 
deigning  to  interfere  or  to  converse  with  any  members  upon  it  least  I 
should  seem  to  be  courting  favour.  The  Committee  indeed  to  whom  it 
was  referred  desiring  to  have  my  Opinion  on  the  duties  of  the  office  8c 
the  necessity  of  erecting  a  new  department,  I  gave  it  freely  &  sub- 
scribed my  name,  leaving  them  at  full  liberty  to  make  what  use  of  it  or 
to  shew  it  to  whom  they  pleased.  At  the  first  opening  of  the  business  it 
appeared  to  be  precipitated,  and  that  though  the  plan  of  ambition 
might  have  been  laid  the  measures  of  accomplishing  it  had  not  been 
concerted  or  fully  arranged.  However  being  brought  forward  it  gave 
an  opportunity  of  sounding  the  disposition  of  the  states,  but  this  was 
done  with  so  little  skill  in  political  manoeuvres  as  to  turn  the  attention 
or  at  least  direct  their  suspicions  to  an  individual  and  to  point  out  the 
measure  as  an  object  of  ambition  rather  than  of  public  utility,  8c  the 
disposition  of  the  house  was  shewn  in  such  a  way  that  whether  the  sus- 
picions were  well  or  ill  founded,  the  feelings  8c  pride  of  the  individual 
must  have  been  a  good  deal  hurt.  The  plan  and  schemes  of  malice 
were  deeper  and  better  laid.  Under  pretence  of  collecting  in  one  view 
the  duties  of  the  Office  An  Ordinance  was  prepared  with  such  art  that 
it  should  be  rather  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  new  office  than 
for  ascertaining  the  powers  of  one  already  established.  This  would 
give  an  opportunity  of  a  new  election,  and  provided  there  was  any 
probability  of  gratifying  resentment  in  that  way  to  say  nothing  of  the 
term  of  continuance  in  Office,  but  if  that  could  not  be  obtained,  then 
to  introduce  a  clause  for  an  annual  election.  This  plan  was  deep  laid, 
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but  much  hurt  by  a  sort  of  coalition  with  the  other.  However  it  was 
prosecuted  with  that  persevering  cunning  &  malice  for  which  the  au- 
thor of  it  is  distinguished.3  Unfortunately  for  him  what  he  conceived  a 
masterly  stroke  8c  which  he  thought  to  have  given  from  a  masked  bat- 
tery displayed  the  author  in  his  true  colours  and  produced  an  effect 
the  very  contrary  of  what  he  wished. 

I  shall  explain  myself  further  when  we  have  the  pleasure  of  meet- 
ing. For  as  you  observe  I  must  reserve  something  for  Conversation  8c 
not  commit  everything  to  writing. 

We  had  last  evening  a  violent  storm  of  hail,  snow  &  afterwards  rain, 
with  two  or  three  severe  claps  of  thunder.  This  I  hope  will  prove  the 
breaking  up  of  the  winter,  which  though  it  could  not  be  called  severe 
when  compared  with  last  winter  yet  has  been  long  and  tedious.  From 
what  I  hear,  the  roads  are  extremely  bad.  Indeed  it  cannot  be  other- 
wise. The  ground  being  so  deeply  soaked,  and  the  surface  so  often 
frozen  all  last  month  &  to  this  time  no  warm  sun  or  drying  winds  to 
exhale  the  Moisture,  I  hope  now  for  clear  weather  and  fine  roads.  I 
have  been  to  look  at  the  garden  or  rather  lot  for  a  garden  for  it  is  alto- 
gether a  waste  behind  the  house  I  have  taken.  The  Landlord  has  en- 
gaged a  carpenter  to  make  up  the  fence  8c  make  the  necessary  repairs 
about  it.  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  worth  while  for  me  to  do  any  thing 
towards  putting  it  into  order,  till  we  take  possession,  especially  as  the 
stable  is  so  situated  that  the  horses  are  led  to  it  through  the  garden.  I 
have  examined  what  used  to  be  called  the  study  and  think  it  will  an- 
swer extremely  well  for  William  and  Ruth.  There  is  a  lamp  just  by  the 
front  door  as  you  mentioned. 

My  love  to  Rob,  Am.  &  Jonathan  and  to  all  friends.  On  Friday  I  reed, 
a  letter  from  Gervais  informing  that  he  declines  the  Office  of  Commis- 
sioner so  that  there  is  an  opening  8c  chance  for  our  friend  G.C.  I  wish 
with  all  my  heart  the  place  was  filled  and  the  board  set  to  business. 

Adieu  my  dear  Hannah,  with  unfeigned  affection  I  am  Your  loving 
husband,  Cha  Thomson 

[P.S.]  Monday  April  4.  Just  as  I  was  going  to  seal  this  I  reed,  your  two 
letters  N  17  &  18  of  31  March  &  1  April.  I  fancy  J  has  not  seen  all  the 
fields  that  are  sown,  for  Joe,  acknowledged  to  me  there  was  about  100 
acres  or  rather  more  in  full  grain.  I  enclose  an  account  of  Scot  for  en- 
graving the  seal  and  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  pay  it  8c  take  his 
rect.  William  knows  where  he  lives.  C.T 

RC  (DLC:  Thomson  Papers). 

1  The  only  preceding  letter  from  Thomson  to  his  wife  written  from  New  York  that  has 
been  found  is  dated  March  22,  No.  24,  printed  above.  His  next  to  Hannah  is  dated  April 
6.  The  two  exchanged  letters  frequently  when  they  were  apart,  as  witness  the  remark- 
able series  of  34  letters  that  he  wrote  to  Hannah  from  Princeton  from  June  20  to  Octo- 
ber 25,  1783,  for  which  see  volume  20  of  these  Letters.  Thirty-three  of  that  series  sur- 
faced in  the  public  domain  in  the  1970s  and  were  purchased  by  Princeton  University.  If 
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other  letters  from  the  New  York  series  survive,  their  location  is  not  known.  Thomson  re- 
turned to  Philadelphia  the  week-end  of  April  16  (the  journals  of  Congress  are  in  the 
hand  of  Benjamin  Bankson  from  April  18  through  May  6)  to  complete  arrangements 
for  moving  to  New  York,  and  since  Hannah  returned  with  him  the  occasion  for  their 
correspondence  ended.  A  number  of  her  New  York  letters  are  known,  and  a  few  of 
those  have  been  published  in  "Letters  of  Hannah  Thomson,  1785-1788,"  PMHB  14 
(April  1890):  28-40. 

2  Thomson  had  long  been  unhappy  with  Congress  and  his  position  as  its  secretary,  es- 
pecially since  its  departure  from  Philadelphia  in  June  1783,  and  had  apparently  consid- 
ered resigning  since  the  breakup  of  the  Committee  of  the  States  in  Annapolis  in  August 
1784.  The  prospect  of  moving  with  Congress  to  Trenton  and  then  to  New  York  had  not 
set  well  with  him,  and  the  election  November  30  of  Richard  Henry  Lee  as  president  of 
Congress,  a  leading  member  of  the  anti-Thomson  faction,  gave  added  stimulus  to 
thoughts  of  retirement.  He  had  angered  many  delegates  over  the  years,  and  some  who 
thought  that  he  had  sided  with  their  enemies  sought  ways  to  curtail  his  influence.  El- 
bridge  Gerry,  for  example,  was  leading  a  Massachusetts  attempt  to  require  the  annual 
election  of  the  secretary  of  Congress,  and  in  December  voiced  optimism  over  the 
prospect  that  Thomson  would  resign  before  moving  to  New  York.  Thomson,  however, 
recovered  his  resolve  to  continue  in  office,  and  had  become  calmer  again  since  the  ef- 
fort "to  revise  the  institution  of  the  Secretary"  had  not  resulted  in  major  changes  that 
would  undercut  his  authority. 

This  effort  had  revived  with  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  January  31  consist- 
ing of  David  Howell,  James  Monroe,  Charles  Pinckney,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  and 
Joseph  Gardner,  who  reported  a  draft  ordinance  on  February  25  on  which  debate  was 
scheduled  for  March  4  but  postponed  to  March  18.  An  effort  by  Pinckney  to  delay  its 
consideration  to  study  "the  propriety  of  creating  a  secretary  for  the  home  department" 
whose  duties  would  be  incorporated  into  the  office  of  the  secretary  was  rejected  during 
this  debate,  as  was  a  second  such  effort  during  a  second  reading  on  the  31st,  immedi- 
ately after  which  Congress  proceeded  to  its  third  reading  and  adoption  the  same  day. 
See  JCC,  28:26n,  103-5.  173-78,  211-14;  and  PCC,  item  31,  fols.  275-80.  For  Thomson's 
view  of  Congress'  efforts  to  reshape  the  duties  of  his  office  and  exasperation  at  the  drift 
of  congressional  policy  since  its  flight  from  Philadelphia  in  June  1783,  see  Boyd  S. 
Schlenther,  Charles  Thomson,  A  Patriot's  Pursuit  (Newark:  University  of  Delaware  Press, 
1990),  pp.  168-79. 

3  Probably  Elbridge  Gerry,  who  had  also  been  the  mover  of  the  February  1784  at- 
tempt "to  revise  the  regulation  of  the  Department  of  Secretary  of  Congress."  Arthur 
Lee,  whom  Thomson  considered  his  most  bitter  enemy  and  one  whom  he  apparently 
thought  had  twice  attempted  to  poison  him,  was  no  longer  in  Congress.  See  JCC,  26:82; 
and  Schlenther,  Charles  Thomson,  pp.  178,  278n.26. 


Abiel  Foster  to  Joseph  Howell 

Sir  New  York  4  April  1785 

I  enclose  a  coppy  of  an  Order  drawn  by  Genl.  Patterson  on  Colo. 
Trumbull,  in  favor  of  Capt.  Ebenezer  Sullivan  informs  me  his  Company 
refused  to  receive  the  money,  unless  he  would  make  up  the  deprecia- 
tion, 8c  that  this  circumstance  prevented  him  from  drawing  the  same. 

I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  the  Order  to  Colo.  Trumbull,  and  have 
received  his  answer,  Copy  of  which  I  enclose  for  your  aid  in  searching 
into  affair.  If  you  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  investigate  the  subject,  and 
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transmit  to  me  the  result,  it  will  enable  me  to  give  Mr.  Sullivan  the  in- 
formation he  wishes.1  Abiel  Foster 

Tr  (DNA:  RG  93,  136:73-74). 

1  For  Sullivan's  claim,  see  Foster  to  Howell,  February  12,  1785.  The  following  April  9 
response  from  Howell  is  in  RG  93,  136:76,  DNA. 

"In  answer  to  youi  favor  of  the  4  Inst.  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  examined  the  Ac- 
counts of  Col.  Trumbull  and  find  that  Genl.  Patterson  (while  Golonel)  received  sundry 
Sums  of  Money  on  Abstracts  for  pay  of  his  Regiment  in  the  Year  1776,  but  as  those  Ab- 
stracts to  not  specify  the  amount  of  pay  due  each  Company,  I  cannot  give  you  the  neces- 
s.u  \  information  respecting  the  Order  of  Genl.  Patterson  in  favor  of  Capt.  Sullivan — if 
CapL  Sullivan  can  inform  you  what  Month  the  Abstract  was  drawn  for  that  the  seventy 
two  pounds  was  to  be  deducted  from  I  think  I  may  be  enabled  to  trace  the  affair.  I  do 
not  find  that  Capt.  Sullivan  reced.  the  Money." 


Samuel  Hardy  to  William  Short 

My  dear  Short. '  New  York  5th.  April  1 785. 

By  Colo  Smith  who  is  appointed  Secretary  of  Legation  to  the  Court 
of  London  I  avail  myself  of  an  opportunity  of  writing. 

You  will  I  doubt  not  before  this  reaches  you,  have  heard  of  the  ad- 
journment of  Congress  to  this  place.  This  event  took  place  under  an 
Ordinance  pass'd  the  24th  of  Decbr  at  Trenton,  which  fixed  the  erec- 
tion of  a  federal  town  on  the  banks  of  the  Dellaware  &  the  temporary 
residence  of  Congress  in  the  intermediate  time  in  this  City.  From  your 
knowledge  of  the  views  of  Virginia  respecting  a  Communication  be- 
tween the  Potowmack  &  the  Western  Waters,  you  will  readily  conceive 
that  the  building  a  federal  town  on  the  banks  of  the  Dellaware  was 
not  a  very  palatable  Measure  to  her.  It  is  one  to  which  she  is  very  far 
from  being  reconciled,  &  the  uniform  opposition  which  it  conse- 
quently meets  with  from  her  Delegation  &  that  of  Maryland  will  I 
think  ultimately  defeat  the  Ordinances. 

The  opening  a  land  Office  for  the  sale  of  Western  territory  to  en- 
able us  to  do  justice  to  the  public  Creditors  &  retrieve  in  some  degree 
the  public  Credit  is  at  this  time  one  of  the  principal  Objects  under  the 
Consideration  of  Congress.  No  plan  is  yet  absolutely  agreed  on  &  it  is 
difficult  to  conjecture  what  it  will  be. 

But  you  are  on  a  Theatre  where  Objects  present  themselves  so 
much  more  important  than  the  opening  a  land  office,  or  the  erection 
of  an  hotelle  or  two  on  the  banks  of  the  Dellaware;  that  you  will  think 
the  information  insipid  &  pronounce  perhaps  that  the  Mind  must  be 
limited  indeed  to  be  engrossed  by  such  trifles.  Trifles  indeed  they  ap- 
pear to  be,  when  compared  with  the  armies  of  sixty,  8c  a  hundred 
thousand  Men  which  we  are  told  are  on  foot  in  different  parts  of  Eu- 
rope. Is  it  possible  that  such  preparations  for  War  should  terminate  in 
nothing?  Is  it  possible  that  the  Emperor  of  Germany  who  has  the  rep- 
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utation  of  possessing  talents  much  above  the  common  level  should 
have  set  up  a  claim,  and  after  having  advanced  as  far  as  he  has  in  sup- 
port of  it,  should  recede  without  fighting? 

Having  left  Virginia  only  a  few  Weeks  after  you  I  can  give  you  no 
particular  information  of  your  friends  there.  I  saw  your  Brother  sev- 
eral times  after  your  departure;  he  is  a  Candidate  for  the  County  of 
Surry  &  it  was  then  supposed  would  be  succesful. 

The  Assembly  of  Virginia  at  their  last  session  pass'd  a  law  for  insti- 
tuting Assize  Courts.  Its  operation  commences  in  April  1786.  I  need 
not  tell  you  that  it  is  a  law  which  affords  me  considerable  pleasure. 

Present  my  compliments  to  Mr  Jefferson  &  believe  me  to  be  with 
every  sentiment  of  regard,  Your  sincere  friend  &  humble  servant 

S.  Hardy 2 

RC  (PHi:  Dreer  Members  of  Congress  Collection). 

1  Short  was  Thomas  Jefferson's  personal  secretary  in  Paris,  for  which  see  Jefferson  to 
Short,  April  30  and  May  7,  1784. 

2  Hardy  left  New  York  for  Virginia  the  following  day  or  day  after,  not  returning  until 
mid-June.  See  JCC,  28:235,  460;  and  Hardy  to  Short,  June  14,  note  1.  En  route  he  wrote 
to  Charles  Thomson  from  Trenton  on  April  9  strongly  recommending  the  appointment 
of  "Doctr.  Armstrong"  as  a  chaplain  to  Congress.  Armstrong,  who  had  saved  Hardy  from 
drowning  when  his  stage  overturned,  had  apparently  been  nominated  to  the  position 
by  John  Beatty  on  March  28  along  with  Dr.  John  Rodgers,  nominated  by  Samuel 
Holten.  Rodgers  was  elected  chaplain  on  August  5.  Armstrong  may  have  been  the  Rev. 
James  Francis  Armstrong  who  had  been  chaplain  to  the  Maryland  2nd  Brigade, 

1778-81.  See  JCC,  11:698,  21:997-98,  25:786,  28:185,  29:613,  619n;  and  PCC,  item  149, 
3:487-90,  item  190,  fol.  2.  Hardy's  letter  to  Thomson  is  in  the  Gratz  Collection,  PHi. 


Charles  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book 

[April  5-29,  1785] 
April  5th.  Sent  to  the  Commissioner  for  settling  Accots.  in  Marine  De- 
partt.  Petitions  of  Daniel  Leary  &  Capt.  Seth  Harding  referred  to  him 
to  report. ' 

Deliver'd  Col.  W.  Smith  a  Copy  of  resolution  of  4th  Inst,  for  ad- 
vancing him  2000  dollars  on  Account  of  Salary  with  Presidents  War- 
rant subjoined.2 

Deliver'd  Samuel  Frauncis  Copy  of  resolution  4th  Inst,  relative  to 
a  Lease  of  his  House  &  an  advance  of  Cash.3 

Deliver'd  Mr  Denning  Commiss.  for  settling  Accounts  of  Quarter 
Master's  Dept.  resolution  relative  to  Accounts  of  Giles  Wolcott's  referred 
to  him  together  with  all  the  papers  which  came  enclosed  in 
Memorial.1 

6th.  Sent  Mr  Milligan  Copies  of  the  above  resolutions  of  the  5th  Inst.r> 

Pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  22  March  1785  We 
the  Underwritten  Delegates  for  the  states  to  our  names  severally  an- 
nexed have  reed,  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress  to  be  transmitted  to 
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a  college,  University  or  public  seminary  of  learning  in  our  respective 
states  a  Set  of  the  Works  of  Thomas  Wilson,  D  D.  and  late  Bishop  of 
Soder  and  Man  presented  to  Congress  by  his  son  Doct  Wilson  pre- 
bendary of  Westminster.6 

David  Howell,  State  Rhode  Island,  &c. 

Wm.  Saml. Johnson,  Connecticut. 

Charles  Pinckney,  South  Carolina. 

John  Sitgreaves,  North  Carolina 

Richard  Henry  Lee,  Virginia 

John  Beatty,  State  of  New  Jersey. 

Gunning  Bedford  junr,  Delaware. 

Abiel  Foster,  New  Hampshire. 

John  Lansing  Junr,  New  York. 

David  Jackson,  Pensylvania. 

Rufus  King,  Massachusetts. 

John  Habersham,  Georgia. 

Sent  Mr.  Joseph  Wright  under  cover  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secrey.  of 
Congress  Copy  of  resolution  of  5th  inst.  granting  him  the  sum  of  233% 
Dollars  the  amount  of  his  Account  for  modeling  and  compleating  a 
Bust  of  Genl  Washington  with  the  Presidents  Warrant  subjoined.7 

8th.  Sent  Mr  Milligan  Copy  of  the  Ordinance  for  regulating  the  Of- 
fice of  the  Secretary  of  Congress — Passd  March  31st.  1785.8 

Letter — Pellon  in  behalf  of  Du  tour  stating  debt  due  to  him  from 
the  United  States — with  some  Continental  money  reced  April  8th. 
1785  is  loged  in  the  Iron  Chest.9 

18th.  Transmitted  to  the  War  Office  a  Letter  2d  March  1785  from 
Col.  J.  Harmar  enclosing  Return  of  Troops  at  Fort  Mcintosh.10 

19th.  Transmitted  to  ditto  Two  Petitions  of  Job  Whipple  and 
[Josiah]  Converse  with  Copy  of  an  Order  of  Congress  of  yesterday  re- 
ferring them  to  the  Secy  at  War  &c.n 

Transmitted  to  the  Office  of  the  Bd.  of  Treasury  a  Memorial  of 
Udney  Hay  referred  to  s[ai]d  Board  to  report.12 

Ordered  that  the  papers  which  were  in  the  hands  of  the  grand 
Committee  for  their  information  in  making  the  requisition  for  the 
present  year,  be  transmitted  to  the  Board  of  Treasury. 

20th.  Agreeable  to  the  above  Order  the  said  papers  were  transmit- 
ted and  a  receipt  taken  for  such  part  of  them  as  the  said  Board 
thought  proper  to  detain.13 

22.  Transmitted  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States  from 
Newhampshire  to  Georgia  inclusive  2  Copies  of  the  proceedings  of 
Congress  from  the  1st  February  1785  to  the  7th  April  inclusive.14 

Delivered  the  following  Members  each  one  Copy  of  the  above, 
Viz  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  McHenry,  Mr.  J 
Henry,  Mr.  Hindman,  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Sitgreaves,  Mr.  Spaight,  Mr. 
Monroe,  Mr.  Bedford,  Mr.  Gardner  2  Copies,  Ditto  2  Copies  Commit- 
tee of  the  States. 


April  5,  1785  311 

Delivered  to  the  board  of  Treasury  1  Copy  of  the  above. 

Delivered  to  the  Secretary  at  War  the  Journals  of  Congress  for 
1783  &  1784. 

Ditto  Committee  of  the  States  and  for  the  present  year  up  to  the 
7th  April. 

Delivered  to  Mr.  Pinckney  1  Copy  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress 
up  to  the  7  April. 

Delivered  Mr.  Wilson  1  sett  as  above. 

Delivered  Mr.  Lawrence  one  sett  of  the  Journals  of  Congress  and 
Committee  of  the  States. 

Delivered  to  Mr.  Jackson  a  Compleat  Sett  of  the  Journals  1777  & 
1780  excepted. 

25th.  Delivered  to  Mr.  Pinckney  a  Letter  directed  to  Mrs.  Timothy 
printer  for  the  State  of  South  Carolina — also  one  directed  to  Mr. 
Miller  printer  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  which  he  is  to  forward.15 
27th.  Transmitted  to  the  Board  of  Treasury  the  petition  of  Duncan 
Campbell  with  its  enclosures  to  be  by  them  forward  to  the  Commssr. 
of  Army  Accounts  to  report.16 

29th.  The  Committee  on  the  peti[ti]on  of  Decemr.  13th  1784  of 
Laurens  Oliver  with  the  papers  which  came  enclosed  was  discharged 
the  28th  Inst,  by  order  of  Congress — and  the  papers  deliver'd  him  for 
which  his  receipt  is  taken  and  filed.17 

MS  (DNA:  PCC,  item  181).  In  the  hand  of  Benjamin  Bankson,  John  Fisher,  and  Charles 
Thomson.  A  continuation  of  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book,  March  1—31. 

1  These  petitions  from  Dennis  (not  Daniel)  Leary  and  Seth  Harding  are  not  in  PCC, 
but  for  the  April  report  of  Joseph  Pennell  on  them,  which  was  read  in  Congress  April 
18,  see  PCC,  item  31,  fols.  109-11;  and  JCC,  28:232n,  276n,  279-80.  For  two  other  mat- 
ters concerning  Harding  before  Congress  during  this  period,  see  also /CC,  28:154—55, 
228-29,  238n,  243-44,  269. 

-  For  the  salary  of  William  Stephens  Smith,  the  new  "Secretary  to  the  legation  to  the 
court  of  Great  Britain,"  see  JCC,  28:227. 

3  Ibid.,  p.  228. 

*  Ibid.,  pp.  226-27. 

5  Actually,  of  the  4th  Instant.  Ibid. 

6  See  yCC,  28:188.  Publication  of  the  theological  writings  of  Bishop  Thomas  Wilson 
(1663-1755),  arranged  by  his  son  Thomas  Wilson  (1703-1784)  the  prebendary,  had 
been  a  project  of  many  years,  and  a  second  edition  of  the  work  had  appeared  in  1782 
which  the  latter  arranged  for  distribution  in  America  soon  after.  Wilson  had  had  one 
set  sent  directly  to  the  College  of  William  and  Mary,  which  was  acknowledged  in  July 
1 783,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  sets  now  distributed  by  Congress  had  also  been  received 
early  that  year.  Their  fate  the  following  two  years  is  not  known,  but  it  seems  to  be  no  co- 
incidence that  Congress  adopted  this  resolution  for  distributing  the  volumes  to  the 
states  the  day  after  thanking  Danish  authorities  for  their  offer  to  arrange  "episcopal  Or- 
dination" foi  American  priests  by  Danish  bishops  to  avoid  taking  an  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  Church  of  England,  for  which  see  Rufns  King  to  F.lbridge  Gerry,  March  21  (1st 
letter),  note  2. 

This  paragraph  is  in  the  hand  of  David  Howell,  who  was  the  author  of  the  March  22 
resolution  authorizing  the  distribution  of  Wilson's  works.  The  list  of  signatures  whic  h 
follows  includes  the  names  oi  three  delegates  not  in  attendance  al  this  time  (John 
Habersham,  David  Jackson,  and  John  Lansing),  indicating  that  the  distribution  oi  the 


312  April  5,  1785 

volumes  was  actually  carried  out  over  a  period  of  several  weeks.  For  an  account  of  the 
entire  episode,  somewhat  exaggerating  the  significance  of  Congress'  adoption  of  this 
innocuous  resolution,  see  Sarah  Jordan  Miller,  "A  Distribution  of  Books  by  the  Conti- 
nental Congress;  The  Nation's  Earliest  Legislation  Addressed  to  Libraries,"  The  Journal 
of Library  History  22  (Summer  1987):  294-311. 

7  JCC,  28:238.  For  Congress'  authorization  of  Wright's  work,  see  these  Letters,  20:602. 

&JCC,  28:212-14. 

9  Dr.  Joseph  Boyer  Pellon's  April  8  letter  in  behalf  of  Pierre  Dutour's  claim  (6,497 
livres  Tournois)  for  subsisting  Continental  troops  at  Chambly  in  1775-76  is  in  PCC, 
item  78,  8:113-14.  An  August  25,  1785,  letter  to  Congress  from  Pierre  Ayott  on  behalf 
of  Dutour  is  in  item  42,  1:63-66.  JCC,  28:242n,  29:657n. 

10  No  March  communications  to  Congress  from  Lt.  Col.  Josiah  Harmar  are  in  PCC, 
but  for  four  such  letters  and  returns  from  the  period  December  5,  1784,  to  May  1,  1785, 
see  PCC,  item  163,  fols.  389-412,  431. 

11  These  petitions  are  not  in  PCC,  but  for  their  disposition  see  JCC,  28:157n,  276;  and 
Samuel  Holten  to  Converse  and  Whipple,  December  29,  1784. 

12  Ibid.,  p.  284n. 

13  A  receipt  for  the  following  documents  "from  the  Secretary's  Office  April  20th 
1785,"  in  the  hand  of  John  Fisher  and  signed  by  Samuel  Osgood,  is  in  the  Peter  Force 
Miscellany,  DLC. 

"Robert  Morris  to  Messrs.  Willem  &  Jan  Willink  &ca,  22d  Augt.  84,  No.  1 
Do  to  Do  4th  October,  No.  2 

Do  to  Do  1st  October,  No.  3. 

Do  to  Do  30th  Sept.,  No.  4 

Do  to  Do  14th  Octr.,  No.  5 

Do.  to  Dr.  Franklin,  30th  Sept.  84,  No.  6. 

Do  to  Mr.  Grand,  Paris,  4th  Oct.  84,  No.  7. 

Do  to  Do  4th  Octr.  — ,  No.  8. 

Do  to  LeCoulleux  &  Co.  30th  Sept.,  No.  9 

Do  to  Grand  Comme.  23d  Feby.,  No.  10. 

List  of  Orders  on  Several  Receivers]  favor  of  Quarter  Master  General. 
Robert  Morris  Ltr  to  Grand  Co[mmitte]e,  25th  Feby. — 

Robert  Morris 19th  Feby. — 

Mr.  Marbois 15th  Augt.  1 784. 

Letter  of  Supt.  Finance  to  Congress,  17th  Augt. — 

Michael  Hillegas  Acct. 23d  Feby.  1785. 

From  the  Compt[r]  oiler  to  D.  Howell  Esq.  18th  Deer.  1784 
Messrs.  Willinks  Acct.  Rend.  30th  Sept.  1784. 

Mr.  Gojard's  Letter  22d  July  1 784. 

Mr.  Le  Grand  20th  Octr.  1784. 

General  Accounts  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures,  No.  1  @  12. 
Estimate  of  Arrearages  from  Registers  Office  dated  9th  Deer.  1786, 

Signd.  Joseph  Hardy. 
Estimate  of  the  Foreign  &  Domestic  Debt. 

Statement  of  the  Times  of  the  Payment  of  Principal  and  Int.  of  the  Loans  in  France. 
Return  of  the  present  Civil  List. 

Estimate  of  the  Foreign  &  Domestic  Debt  signed  J.  Hardy  9th  December  1784. 
List  of  Pensions,  Annuities  &  Grants." 

14  For  this  printing  of  the  journals,  see  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book,  March  1-31, 
note  27. 

15  When  the  South  Carolina  delegates  were  originally  asked  to  designate  a  printer 
who  could  regularly  supply  a  South  Carolina  newspaper  for  the  use  of  Congress,  they 
had  named  the  state  printer  John  Miller,  publisher  of  the  South  Carolina  Gazette.  Subse- 
quently, however,  they  had  learned  that  Anne  Timothy,  publisher  of  the  Gazette  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  had  been  named  the  state's  printer,  and  these  two  letters  were 
doubtlessly  written  to  cancel  a  subscription  from  the  former  and  to  order  one  from  the 


April  6,  1785  313 

latter.  No  other  references  to  letters  to  Miller  and  Timothy  have  been  found,  but  for  the 
context  of  this  issue  see  Thomson  to  the  Delegates,  March  1;  and  South  Carolina  Dele- 
gates to  Thomson,  April  14. 

I(i  For  the  disposition  of  Campbell's  petition  to  Congress,  see  JCC,  28:66n,  187n.2, 
245n.2,  305,  29:691  n;  and  PCC,  item  42,  2:247-66. 

17  For  Oliver's  December  8  (not  13th)  petition  concerning  his  services  with  Moses 
Hazen's  Canadian  regiment,  see  JCC,  27:685n,  28:17n,  131n,  317n;  and  PCC,  item  35, 
fols.  135-42.  For  related  aspects  of  this  issue,  see  JCC,  28:324,  433.  His  "filed"  receipt  is 
in  the  Miscellaneous  Papers  of  the  Continental  Congress,  reel  9,  fol.  136. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Hannah  Thomson 

Dear  Hannah  Wednesday  Morning  April  6,  1785. 

In  the  postscript  to  my  last  I  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  two 
letters  N  17  &  18.  As  soon  as  I  had  sealed  my  letter  I  sent  Thomas  with 
it  to  the  post  office.  On  his  return  he  called  and  examined  the 
kitchen.  He  says  it  is  a  very  fine  kitchen.  There  is  a  crane  which  be- 
longs to  the  house  and  a  smoke  jack,  But  was  told  the  chain  of  the 
jack  belongs  to  the  family.  He  repeated  over  &  over,  it  is  a  fine  kitchen 
8c  has  a  fine  prospect  into  the  garden  and  as  Thomas  from  his  profes- 
sion is  or  ought  to  be  a  good  judge  of  a  kitchen  I  am  inclined  to  think 
it  is  convenient. 

By  what  I  learn  the  charter  is  not  yet  taken  from  the  bank,  but  that 
the  committee,  who  were  appointed  by  the  assembly  to  examine  it, 
have  reported  unfavourably  and  that  leave  is  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  repealing  the  law  that  incorporated  it.  However  I  have  no  doubt 
they  will  carry  their  point.  I  am  told  the  principles  of  the  report  are 
alarming  &  strike  at  all  property.  I  have  not  seen  it  and  therefore  can 
say  nothing  of  it.  The  state  is  .  . .  The  minds  of  the  people  are  not  set- 
tled down  to  their  condition.  Those  that  have  suddenly  got  wealth  or 
power  are  grasping  at  more.  Those  that  have  neither  are  pressing  for 
them  not  by  virtue  8c  the  fair  deeds  and  honest  paths  of  industry  and 
frugality,  but  by  knavery  and  tricking.  So  that  till  some  have  their 
deserts  and  others  are  reduced  to  their  former  insignificancy  I  expect 
little  else  but  confusion. 

Hazard  the  postmaster  genl  has  in  consequence  of  the  order  of  C 
come  here  and  has  been  trying  to  get  a  house.  He  meets  with  diffi- 
culty &  wishes  to  have  leave  to  reside  in  Philada  at  least  for  some  time. 
Whether  he  will  get  leave  or  not  I  cannot  tell.1  I  wonder  what  Hillegas 
will  do.2  His  salary  will  not  support  him  here  and  he  will  not  like  to 
quit  his  office.  I  have  not  heard  a  word  of  him.  I  had  a  letter  from  Mil- 
ligan3  wherein  he  says  it  was  the  opinion  of  some  that  C  wants  only 
the  papers  in  the  Offices,  but  not  the  Officers  8c  wishes  to  know  if  that 
was  the  case.  I  told  him,  the  very  suspicion  was  dishonorable  and  ad- 
vised him  to  come  forward  and  bring  the  papers  with  him. 
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You  see  by  the  tenor  of  this  letter  I  write  just  for  the  pleasure  of  writ- 
ing to  you.  The  ancients  had  the  advantage  of  us  in  point  of  concise- 
ness. When  Cicero  who  wrote  almost  as  often  to  his  Terentia  as  I  do  to 
my  dear  Hannah  had  nothing  particular  to  say,  he  used  to  make  his 
whole  letter  consists  of  these  few  words.  Si  vales  bene  est  et  ego  valeo. 
Vale.  That  is,  I  say  you  are  well,  that  is  well,  I  am  well,  farewell.  You  re- 
member our  good  friend  S.  Emlin's  sermon  when  he  quoted  a  scrap 
of  latin  and  desired  the  women  to  apply  to  their  husbands  for  an  ex- 
planation of  it.  As  you  have  not  the  opportunity  just  now  of  making  an 
immediate  application  to  yours,  though  I  hope  you  soon  will,  I  have 
sent  the  translation  of  mine  and  conclude  in  the  true  Ciceronean  stile 
with  most  earnest  entreaties  to  take  care  of  your  health. 

I  am,  Dear  Hannah,  with  sincere  affection,  Your  loving  husband, 

Chas  Thomson. 

MS  not  found;  reprinted  from  PMHB,  25  (1901):  430-31. 

1  By  resolve  of  February  7  the  postmaster  general,  Ebenezer  Hazard,  had  been  di- 
rected to  move  the  post  office  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York  by  March  21.  An  April  4 
letter  from  Hazard  requesting  "leave  to  reside  in  Philada."  was  taken  up  by  the  commit- 
tee of  the  week  on  April  8  and  referred  to  the  post  office  committee  on  April  11,  but 
the  request  was  apparently  ignored  or  rejected.  Hazard's  letter  is  not  in  the  PCC,  but 
see/CC,  28:45,  246n;  and  PCC,  item  190,  fol.  30. 

2  That  is,  Michael  Hillegas,  the  Continental  treasurer.  Just  as  the  post  office  had  been 
ordered  to  New  York  by  March  21,  the  officers  of  the  treasury  department  had  been  di- 
rected to  remove  to  New  York  "on  or  before  the  first  of  May."yCC,  28:45. 

s  James  Milligan,  Continental  comptroller. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Samuel  Adams 

New  York  April  the  7th  1 785 
My  much  valued  friends  letter  of  March  the  24th1  was  this  day  deliv- 
ered to  me,  but  not  by  Mr.  Kirkland  or  Colo.  Allan,  it  came  from  our 
Door-keeper  who  told  me  that  it  had  been  picked  up  on  Long  Island. 
I  received  it  however,  with  that  true  content  that  your  letters  always 
bring  with  them.  You  have  certainly  done  me  justice  when  you  have 
taken  me  for  an  Unchanging  Friend.  I  endeavor  not  to  take  up  friend- 
ships lightly,  and  therefore  I  am  not  capable  of  lightly  laying  them 
down.  But  in  this  case,  I  am  much  too  sensible  of  the  honor  done  me 
by  your  friendship  not  to  wish  most  sincerely  for  its  continuance.  And 
the  true  reason  for  want  of  punctuality  in  writing,  I  assigned  to  you  in 
my  letter  of  March  14th  last.  The  reasons  there  assigned  will,  I  hope, 
secure  for  me  your  pardon  for  having  employed  an  Amanuensis  (my 
Nephew  Shippen)  upon  that  letter. 

Your  recommendation  of  Messrs.  Kirkland  &  Allan  are  very  suffi- 
cient to  procure  for  them  my  utmost  favor.2  Here  you  observe  that  I 
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have  personal  knowledge  of  the  deserts  recommended.  I  have,  but  it 
was  not  necessary  when  I  reflected  who  it  was  that  recommended. 

I  hope  that  we  have  gained  your  approbation  by  sending  our  Patriot 
friend  Mr.  J.  Adams  Minister  to  London.  I  hope  also  for  good  things 
from  that  Mission.  Spain  seems  mal-affected  to  us,  but  as  she  has  a 
commencing  dispute  with  Great  Britain  about  the  Musquetto  shore, 
perhaps  we  may  find  in  her  Minister,  expected  here  this  month,  a 
more  accommodating  spirit  concerning  the  Mississippi  than  has  yet 
appeared.  I  am,  with  sincerest  sentiments  of  esteem,  My  dear  Sir  your 
affectionate  friend,  Richard  Henry  Lee 

[P.S.]  My  best  wishes  attend  Mrs.  Adams. 

RC  (NN:  Samuel  Adams  Papers). 

1  See  Adams,  Writings  (Gushing),  4:312-14. 

'-'  Adams  had  appealed  to  Lee's  "Sense  of  Justice"  in  advancing  the  Rev.  Samuel  Kirk- 
land's  claims  for  compensation  for  his  services  in  ministering  to  and  maintaining  the 
neutrality  of  the  Six  Nations  during  the  war  and  John  Allan's  bid  for  reimbursement  for 
his  services  as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  Eastern  department.  Kirkland's 
April  6  memorial  was  referred  on  the  20th  to  a  committee  consisting  of  David  Howell, 
Samuel  Holten,  and  William  Samuel  Johnson  whose  April  25  report  was  read  the  follow- 
ing day  but  not  addressed  until  [tine  1  when  Congress  awarded  Kirkland  pay,  subsis- 
tence, and  expenses  for  his  services  from  1779  to  the  present,  but  denied  the  commit- 
tee's recommendation  that  he  be  appointed  chaplain  to  the  V.S.  troops  to  be  stationed 
at  the  western  posts  so  that  he  could  "continue  his  services  among  the  Indians  of  the  six 
nations  and  endeavour  to  preserve  their  attachment  to  the  interests  of  the  U.  States." 
SeeJCC,  28:285n.2,  297n.l,  306-7,  407-8.  John  Allan's  April  20  petition  was  referred 
the  following  day  to  the  board  of  treasury  which  reported  June  6.  The  board  denied 
Allan's  claim  for  the  emoluments  of  a  military  officer  since  his  commission  was  purely  a 
civil  one,  but  recommended  that  he  be  paid  $3,494  for  his  services  to  June  4,  1783,  and 
$870  45/90  for  his  final  months  of  service  until  he  learned  of  his  dismissal.  Congress 
approved  his  salary  for  the  final  months  on  June  13  but  delayed  approval  of  his  salary  to 
1783  until  September  29  when  it  was  charged  to  the  requisition  for  1784.  See  JCC, 
28:287n,  431-32,  456,  467n,  29:780. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Joseph  Wright 

Sir,  New  York  April  7th .  1 785 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  a  Warrant  on  the  Treasurer  in  your 
favour  for  the  sum  of  233%  Dollars  being  the  amount  of  your  charge 
for  modeling  and  compleating  the  bust  of  Genl.  Washington.1 

As  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  order  the  Bust  to  be  brought  to 
(his  place,  I  have  to  request  the  favour  of  you  agreeable  to  your  oblig- 
ing offer  to  see  it  safely  and  carefully  packed  up  and  deliver  it  to  Mr. 
James  Milligan  the  Comptroller,  with  my  request  that  he  will  please  to 
take  charge  of  it  and  bring  it  forward  with  the  treasury  papers. 

Your  care  in  this  matter  will  confer  a  fresh  Obligation  on,  Sir,  Your 
most  Obedient  &  Most  humble  servant,  C.T. 
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LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  I  HA). 

1  See/CC,  28:238;  and  these  Letters,  20:602. 


Rufus  King  to  John  Jay 

Sir,  New  York  Apr.  8th.  1 785 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  examination  sundry  papers, 
relative  to  the  consular  appointment  of  Mr.  R.  Sodrestrom;1  If  they 
throw  any  additional  Light  upon  the  subject,  my  purpose  is  answered. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  consideration  your  Obt.  Servt. 

RKing 

RC  (DNA:  PCC,  item  78). 

1  King's  enclosures  included  letters  from  Richard  Soderstrom  to  Oliver  Smith  and 
Benjamin  Hichborn  of  March  19  and  their  reply,  and  from  William  Tudor  to  King  of 
March  22;  a  March  21  statement  by  Soderstrom  on  his  "Bill  Transaction"  with  Messrs. 
Sears  &  Smith  in  New  York;  and  Soderstrom's  brief  narrative  of  his  attempts  to  secure 
acceptance  of  his  credentials  as  Swedish  consul  at  Boston.  See  PCC,  item  120,  1:191-97; 
and  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-89,  3:799-802.  See  also  Charles  Thomson  to  Jay, 
March  2,  note  1. 

Another  document  "relative  to"  Soderstrom's  case,  an  April  7  letter  to  King  from  Ed- 
ward Robbins  at  Boston  expressing  complete  confidence  in  Soderstrom's  honorable 
conduct,  is  in  PCC,  item  41,  5:377-82. 


Robert  R.  Livingston  to  James  Duane 

DrSir  8th  Apl  1785 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  Letter  to  Mr.  Wythe  signed  by  the  Gent  of 
Masechuesets.1  I  waited  upon  you  with  it,  8c  must  now  consign  it  to 
your  care  to  get  signed  8c  forwarded.  I  should  think  the  best  way  of 
sending  it  will  be  by  some  person  who  will  travel  with  the  stage.  So 
much  time  has  already  been  lost  that  I  hope  it  may  go  without  delay.  I 
have  not  heard  whether  you  have  sent  any  person  to  search  the 
records  at  Boston,  it  is  certainly  not  prudent  that  this  should  be  de- 
layed so  long  after  informing  our  antagonists  that  we  intended  it.  I 
also  inclose  the  draft  of  this  Letter  and  have  promised  Mr  King  that 
he  shall  be  furnished  with  a  copy.  I  shall  leave  town  on  Monday  8c  am 
sorry  to  go  without  a  brief.  Coll  Smith  goes  in  a  few  days.  I  hope  he 
has  his  instructions  8c  credits.  These  Mr.  Benson  8c  you  undertook  if  I 
mistake  not  to  furnish.2 

I  am  Dr  Sir,  With  respect  &c,  Your  Most  Obt  Hum.  Servt, 

R  R  Livingston 
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RC  (NHi:  Duane  Papers). 

1  See  Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents  to  George  Wythe,  April  9. 

'-'  In  his  reply  to  Livingston  of  this  date,  Duane  wrote:  "You  mistook  in  supposing  that 
the  Instructions  for  obtaining  papers  from  England  were  to  be  prepared  by  Mr  Benson 
&  myself.  Col.  Wilson  promised  to  examine  his  Brief  and  note  down  such  Hints  as  he 
thought  necessary.  I  then  concluded  the  Agents  woud  have  met,  and  adding  such  Mate- 
rials as  they  thought  useful,  woud  have  perfected  them.  Mr  Benson  engaged  indeed  to 
get  us  a  Credit  in  England  but  failed."  Ibid. 


Walter  Livingston  to  Richard  Henry  Lee 

Sir,  New  York  April  8.  1785 

I  learn  with  pleasure  that  Mr.  Osgood  has  accepted  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Treasury.1 

The  confidence  I  have  in  this  Gentlemans  Character  has  deter- 
mined me  to  add  my  best  endeavours  in  rendering  every  service  to 
the  Public,  in  the  arduous  Department,  to  which  the  Suffrages  of  the 
United  States  have  been  pleased  to  call  me,  which  the  present  state  of 
the  Revenue  will  admit  of. 

Your  Excellency  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  Signify  to  Congress  for 
my  acceptance  of  the  Honorable  Trust  reposed  in  me,  and  to  assure 
them  that  I  enter  into  the  Execution  of  the  Office,  with  a  diffidence 
which  nothing  can  alleviate  but  a  well  grounded  hope  that  the  Mem- 
bers of  Congress  will  give  every  support  to  the  Department,  which  its 
present  Situation,  and  general  importance  claims:  and  that  they  will 
use  their  influence  with  their  Respective  States,  on  whose  exertions  all 
must  ultimately  depend,  to  comply  chearfully  and  without  delay  with 
such  requisitions  as  the  United  States  shall  judge  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excell's  Most  Huml  Servt 

Walter  Livingston 

RC  (DNA:PCC,  item  78). 

1  See  Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  March  20,  note  4. 


Charles  Thomson  to 
George  Goodwin  and  Barzillai  Hudson 

Gentlemen,  Secretary's  Office  April  8th.  1785. 

The  Delegates  for  the  State  of  Connecticut  having  been  pleased  to 

supersede  the  recommendation  of  which  I  notified  you  in  my  Letter 

of  the  3d  March,  it  is  become  my  duty  to  countermand  the  request 
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contained  in  my  said  Letter,1  and  to  desire  you  not  to  send  forward 
any  more  papers,  after  the  receipt  of  this.  You  will  please  to  send  me 
Your  Account  for  the  papers  furnished  that  steps  may  be  taken  for  the 
payment  thereof. 

With  due  respect  I  am,  Gentlemen,  Your's  &c  C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "Messrs.  Hudson  &  Goodwin."  Endorsed:  "A 
Copy  of  the  Letter  of  3d  March  sent  to  Messrs.  Meigs,  Bowen  &  Dana  printers  in  New 
Haven." 

1  For  Thomson's  subscription  to  Hudson  &  Goodwin's  Connecticut  Courant  and  Hart- 
ford Weekly  Intelligencer,  pursuant  to  Congress'  order  to  be  supplied  regularly  with  a  news- 
paper from  each  state,  see  Thomson  to  the  Delegates,  March  1 ,  note  2,  and  to  Sundry 
Printers,  March  3,  note  2.  Joseph  P.  Cooke's  and  William  Samuel  Johnson's  April  7  let- 
ter requesting  that  Thomson  subscribe  to  the  Nni'-Haven  Gazelle  published  by  Josiah 
Meigs,  Daniel  Bowen,  and  Eleutheros  Dana  instead  of  the  Connecticut  Courant  is  in  PCC, 
item  59,  1:173. 


Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents 
to  George  Wythe 

Sir  New  York  9th  April  1 785 

The  agents  of  M.  &  NY  having  agreed  on  their  Judges  in  the  contro- 
versy between  them,  referred  the  determination  of  the  place  where  the 
court  shd.  be  holden  to  Congress  to  be  made  in  the  mode  pointed  out 
in  the  Agreement  of  the  Agents  submitted  to  Congress;  Conformably 
to  this  reference  Williamsburgh  has  been  fixed  on  by  Congress.1 

The  distance  of  this  place  from  the  Offices  to  which  it  may  be  con- 
venient to  have  an  expeditious  recourse  in  the  progress  of  the  trial, 
are  objections  against  it  that  may  induce  delay  and  expence — and  to 
remove  these  objections  the  undersigned  who  are  joined  in  the 
Agency  of  the  two  contending  states  would  consent  to  a  Change  of  the 
Place  for  a  more  northerly  one  provided  your  public  engagements  & 
private  concerns  would  permit  your  attendance — determining  how- 
ever rather  to  go  to  Wms.  than  not  to  number  you  among  these  Judges. 

Under  these  impressions,  we  request  that  you  will  please  to  inform 
them  by  the  return  of  the  bearer,  whether  you  could  attend  at  N.  Port 
in  Rhd.  Isd.,  Hartford  in  Conecticut,  Trenton  in  Jersey,  or  Wilmington 
in  Delaware,  any  of  which  places  wd.  be  agreeable  to  the  Agents,  and 
if  at  any,  at  which,  of  them.-' 

We  find  it  impracticable  so  far  to  agree  in  the  principles  on  which 
the  Controversy  between  the  states  will  be  determined  as  to  join  in  the 
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state  of  the  Dispute,  which  you  desire — but  hope  nevertheless  they  will 
be  sufficiently  obvious  on  the  trial  to  authorise  a  decision  at  the  Time. 
With  the  highest  consideration,  we  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  obe- 
dient servants, 
Jas.  Duane  )  Agents  for  }   two  of  the 

t,   ,      t,  t  •  •  f    ,      o  S.  Holton       f    .  „ 

Robt.  R.  Livingston  )  the  State  >  Agents  of 

John  Jay  )  of  New  York  )   Massachusetts 

FC  (NHi:  Duane  Papers).  Drafted  by  Rufus  King;  place  and  dateline  and  close  and  sig- 
natures added  by  James  Duane.  Endorsed  by  Robert  R.  Livingston:  "Dr  of  Letter  to  Mr 
Wythe.  Agd  upon  &  signed." 

1  For  the  selection  of  Williamsburg  as  the  site  for  convening  a  court  for  determining 
the  western  land  dispute  between  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  see  New  York  Agents' 
Journal,  December  4-9,  note  7.  New  York's  January  26  protest  of  the  selection  of 
Williamsburg  had  greatly  complicated  the  process  of  obtaining  judges  to  serve  on  the 
court,  and  the  agents  of  the  two  states  were  engaged  in  a  compromise  effort  to  deter- 
mine if  other  sites  might  be  agreeable  to  the  judges  who  had  already  accepted  appoint- 
ment. As  Wythe  was  the  southernmost  of  these,  and  had  already  signified  that  his  accep- 
tance was  conditional  upon  the  court's  convening  at  Williamsburg,  the  location  of  his 
residence,  the  success  of  any  effort  depended  upon  first  obtaining  Wythe's  consent  to  a 
change  of  site. 

An  earlier  undated  draft  of  this  letter,  which  is  also  in  the  Duane  Papers  at  NHi,  is 
suggestive  of  some  of  the  differences  which  separated  Massachusetts  and  New  York  on 
this  issue  and  the  limits  of  the  compromises  available.  In  the  hand  of  King,  and  en- 
dorsed by  Robert  R.  Livingston  "Proposed  Dr  of  Letter  to  Mr  Wythe,"  it  reads: 

"Altho  the  agents  on  the  Part  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  had  proceeded  with 
great  Harmony  in  the  nomination  of  their  Judges,  and  other  Matters  relative  to  the 
Controversy  between  them;  yet  not  being  able  to  agree  in  the  Place  for  holding  the 
Court,  they  referred  it  to  the  Majority  of  the  States  then  in  Congress,  who  were  pleased 
to  name  Williamsburgh. 

"The  great  uneasiness  which  that  Circumstance  has  occasioned  to  the  Agents  and 
Legislature  of  New  York,  and  the  friendly  Desire  on  the  part  of  Massachusetts  to  pro- 
mote concord  and  good  will  between  the  two  States,  have  produced  an  agreement  be- 
tween us  to  write  a  joint  Letter  to  you,  and  to  request  the  favor  of  you  to  attend  at  Wilm- 
ington in  the  State  of  Delaware. 

"We  forbear  Sir  to  enter  into  a  particular  Enumeration  of  the  objections  made  to 
Williamsburgh — as  they  arise  merely  from  its  Situation,  and  Distance  from  the  Resi- 
dence of  the  other  Judges  and  the  Parties  they  need  not  be  particularized. 

"Both  Parties  Sir  will  esteem  themselves  obliged  by  your  consenting  to  come  to  Wilm- 
ington. If  however  you  should  be  so  circumstanced  as  not  to  be  able  to  comply  with  this 
Request,  we  will  then  without  further  delay  endeavour  to  convene  and  hold  the  Court 
at  Williamsburgh." 

-  Wythe's  April  23  response  to  this  letter  is  in  the  Duane  Papers,  NHi.  "I  am  obliged 
to  reject  all  the  four  places  proposed,"  he  apologized,  explaining  that  his  affairs  re- 
quired that  he  remain  in  Williamsburg  and  suggesting  that  if  his  previous  acceptance  of 
the  appointment  was  causing  difficulties  another  judge  should  be  appointed  in  his 
stead.  That  New  York  had  already  agreed  to  accept  the  Williamsburg  site  if  Wythe  re- 
jected those  proposed  here  is  clear  from  Rufus  King's  letter  to  John  Lowell  of  April  14. 
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Samuel  Holten  to  Samuel  Adams 

Dear  Sir  New  York,  1 1  th.  April,  1 785. 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  address  to  myself  &  colleague. 

Having  been  upon  the  committee,  respecting  the  late  treaty  with 
the  Indians,  I  had  conceived  a  favorable  opinion  of  Mr.  Kirkland,  in 
addition  to  some  acquaintance  I  have  had  with  him  for  several  years; 
&  I  am  more  happy  to  find  that  your  sentiments  in  his  favor  are  so 
agreeable  to  my  own.1 

It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  assist  Colo.  Allan,  &  additionally  so  as  he 
comes  noticed  by  you. 

I  will  attend  to  General  Putnams  letter,  8c  if  he  has  made  a  mistake, 
I  shall  be  sorry  it  was  not  rectified  before  it  came  here. 

Congress  are  generally  imbarrassed,  by  daily  demands  upon  them; 
8c  how  we  are  to  support  the  public  credit,  is  a  matter  that  requires 
great  consideration:  under  these  circumstances,  I  can't  but  say,  it 
would  have  been  as  agreeable  to  me,  if  we  had  not  received  the  in- 
struction from  the  honorable  Court  respecting  the  proposed  fcederal 
buildings,-  which  must  require  an  additional  requisition  from  the 
states,  if  the  resolutions  respecting  them,  are  to  be  carried  immedi- 
ately into  effect. 

A  large  western  country  now  considered  to  be  within  the  line  of  the 
U.S.  8c  not  within  the  boundaries  of  any  one  state,  has  taken  up  con- 
siderable time  in  Congress  &  is  likely  to  take  up  much  more;  however, 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  if  it  is  managed  well  the  sale  of  the  lands  will  pay 
a  considerable  part  of  our  national  debt,  but  it  will  take  up  much  time 
before  it  can  be  done;  8c  the  public  creditors  press  so  hard,  there  is 
not  much  pleasure  in  being  a  member  of  Congress,  unless  a  man  can 
bear  duning  very  well. 

The  late  Financier  has  informed  Congress,  that  he  has  caused  his 
accounts  while  in  office  to  be  printed  and  bound,  8c  that  500  copies 
are  nearly  compleated,  however,  I  think  they  ought  to  be  approv'd  by 
Congress,  before  the  good  people,  consider  them  as  the  state  of  their 
finances.3 

I  wish  you  very  happy,  8c  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  consid- 
eration 8c  respect,  your  friend  &  humble  servant,        S.  Holten 

RC  (NN:  Adams  Papers). 

1  For  Samuel  Kirkland's  petition  to  Congress,  see  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Adams,  April 
7,  note  2;  and  William  Samuel  Johnson  to  Roger  Sherman,  April  20,  note  9. 

2  See  Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  March  24,  note  3. 

3  For  Robert  Morris'  publication  of  these  accounts,  see  A  Statement  of  the  Accounts  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  During  the  Administration  of  the  Superintendant  of 
Finance.  .  .  (Philadelphia:  Robert  Aitken,  1785).  Evans,  Am.  Bibliography,  no.  19,333.  For 
the  committee  report  read  in  Congress  this  day  concerning  them,  and  the  resolution 
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adopted  June  20  authorizing  the  appointment  of  commissioners  "to  examine  and  adjust 
the  accounts,"  see  JCC,  28:244-45,  468. 


David  Howell  to  Nicholas  Brown 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  April  1 1 ,  1 785 

I  have  only  time  by  this  post  to  acknowledge  the  rect  of  your  very 
friendly  Letter  of  26  Ult.  8c  to  enclose  you  a  small  continuation  of  our 
Journal,  which  you  will  let  circulate  among  our  friends. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  you  any  information  you  are  not  pos- 
sessed of  relative  to  the  value  of  final  Settlement  notes.  They  will,  no 
doubt,  be  made  receiveable  at  par  with  all  other  securities  for  liqui- 
dated debts,  in  the  Congressional  Land-office.  As  it  is  proposed  to 
make  the  interest  certificates  receiveable  in  any  other  State  as  well  as 
that  in  which  they  may  have  issued  this  may  also  tend  to  put  them  at 
par.  Measures  will  also  be  taken  to  prevent  frauds. 

I  shall  duly  notice  8c  profit  by  the  variety  of  important  hints  in  your 
Letter  8c  not  fail  to  give  you  any  information  as  it  may  be  in  my  power 
relative  thereto. 

I  must  beg  you  to  present  my  best  regards  to  all  my  friends  &  to  as- 
sure them  that  their  good  intentions,  mentioned  to  me  in  your  Letter, 
lay  me  under  greater  obligations,  if  possible,  to  continue  as  heretofore 
their  8c  your  sincere  friend  8c  most  obedt  hble  Servt, 

David  Howell 1 

RC  (RPJCB:  Brown  Papers). 

1  Howell  also  wrote  the  following  brief  letter  to  Brown  on  April  21. 

"I  have  only  time  to  enclose  you  the  continuation  of  our  journals  down  to  the  7th  In- 
stant. Congress  are  busily  employed  in  preparing  an  Ordinance  for  disposing  of  their 
Lands  &  in  digesting  the  report  of  the  Grand  Comee  for  the  requisition  of  the  year 
1785. 

"You  will  perhaps  not  hear  from  me  very  frequently  before  I  return,  as  I  never  was 
more  engaged  in  business."  Ibid. 


Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry 

My  Dear  Sir  New  York  1 1th.  Apr.  [17]  85. 

I  thank  you  for  your  repeted  favors  since  leaving  us,1  they  have  satis- 
fied curiosity  and  given  instruction.  Congress  proceed  with  great  har- 
mony and  moderation,  the  Report  for  1500  Men  by  way  of  requisition 
has  been  changed  to  a  recommendation  to  the  four  States  that  raised 
700  militia  last  year  to  raise  700  Men  to  serve  for  three  years  unless 
sooner  discharged.-  A  little  firmness,  and  a  great  deal  said,  about  can- 
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dor,  and  harmony  brought  the  measure  to  adoption  without  much 
difficulty.  A  new  ordinance  has  past,  upon  the  report  you  must  have 
with  you,  regulating  the  duties  of  the  secretary  of  Congress — and  I  am 
preparing  to  introduce  our  instruction  for  the  annual  Appointment 
of  the  Secretary.  The  measure  is  right,  but  I  think  will  not  be  carried. 
Osgood  has  been  here  two  or  three  days,  and  Livingston  and  he  will 
proceed  in  the  business  of  the  Treasury  without  Delay.  Gervais  has  de- 
clined; Tittolson3  who  married  a  Sister  of  the  Chancellor,  Mr.  Ths. 
Johnson  of  Maryld.,  A  Lee  of  Virg.  and  Mr.  of  S.  Caro.  are  in 

nomination  to  supply  the  vacancy.  Who  will  be  appointed  I  know  not. 
Johnson  will  be,  if  he  will  accept.  You  say  "my  Colleagues  of  the  law 
were  rather  opposed  to  my  election" — do  you  mean  Lowell,  Sullivan  & 
Parsons,  or  generally  those  who  were  in  the  house  of  Reps?  if  the  for- 
mer I  shall  not  think  of  serving  with  them;  as  God  knows  I  am  unam- 
bitious on  the  subject  as  I  have  a  strong  presentiment  that  the  issue 
will  not  be  a  foundation,  on  which  great  reputation  will  be  raised.  Our 
family  wish  you  with  us — and  the  approach  of  Spring  begins  to  give  a 
more  inviting  prospect — pray  when  will  you  be  here? 

The  post  is  irregular  I  must  close,  Yours,  RK 

[P.S.]  I  enclose  you  barren  papers. 

RC  (NHi:  King  Collection). 

1  Letters  from  Gerry  to  King  of  March  14,  21,  28,  28,  and  April  7  are  in  King,  Corre- 
spondence (King),  1:73-78,  81-84,  8&-87. 

2  See  Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States,  April  12. 
s  Actually  Thomas  Tillotson.  SeeJCC,  28:232n. 


James  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson 

Dear  Sir  New  York  April  1 2th  1 785 

Since  my  last  I  have  reed,  yours  of  the  11th  of  Novr.  &  10th  of  Deer.1 
the  former  by  Col.  LeMaire,  from  whom  however  I  did  not  receive  it 
altho'  I  saw  him,  nor  untill  after  his  arrival  nearly  a  month  &  then  I 
believe  by  post  from  Phila.  I  have  had  the  same  difficulty  with  the 
cypher  but  from  a  different  cause.  The  copy  of  that  I  sent  by  Mr.  Short 
I  left  in  Virga.  when  I  sat  out  for  the  westwd.  8c  have  not  since  been 
able  to  command  it,  but  shall  most  probably  by  the  next  post,  so  that 
whether  you  send  me  one  or  not  our  embarrassment  will  in  future  be 
at  an  end.  That  you  may  read  my  first  letter  I  send  you  the  cypher  by 
which  it  was  wrote.2  Fully  impress'd  with  the  disadvantages  which  must 
always  arise  to  the  States  from  a  free  intercourse  with  Canada  I  pro- 
pos'd  an  instruction  founded  on  the  principles  which  my  letter  con- 
tains,3 to  the  ministers  authoriz'd  to  form  the  treaty  with  GB:  the  com- 
mittee have  reported  in  favor  of  it,  but  the  delicacy  of  our  situation 
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with  that  court,  upon  that  of  the  posts  &  other  subjects,  is  a  con- 
sideration wh.  inclines  me  to  decline  for  the  present  bringing  it  to  the 
view  of  Congress.  The  restrictions  on  this  intercourse  can  only  be  car- 
ried into  effect  by  possession  of  the  posts  and  the  more  disadvanta- 
geous to  them  their  surrender  will  be,  the  longer  they  may  delay  it. 

I  enclose  you  the  report  of  a  committee  in  favor  of  a  change  of  the 
first  paragraph  of  the  9th  of  the  articles  of  confideration  for  the  pur- 
pose of  investing  Congress  with  almost  the  entire  regulation  of  the 
commerce  of  the  Union,  in  exclusion  of  the  particular  States.4  I  am 
inclin'd  to  think  it  will  be  best  also  to  postpone  this  for  the  present.  Its 
adoption  must  depend  on  the  several  Legislatures  and  to  carry  it  with 
them  the  preferable  way  perhaps  may  be  to  let  it  stand  as  it  now  is.  It 
hath  been  brought  so  far  without  a  prejudice  agst  it.  If  carried  farther 
here  prejudices  will  take  place,  at  least  I  fear  so,  &  those  who  oppose  it 
here  will  in  their  St[atesj.  The  way  then  will  be  to  present  it  to  them 
in  its  present  state,  wh.  may  be  effected  by  obtaining  the  permission  of 
Congress  for  each  delegation  to  take  copies  for  that  purpose.  If  this 
shod,  be  its  course  I  shall  have  time  for  your  answer  &  opinion  on  it.  A 
committee  is  appointed  to  revise  and  report  what  alterations  if  any  are 
necessary  in  the  instructions  to  the  comrs.  authoriz'd  to  form  com- 
mercl.  treaties.5  What  will  be  the  result  I  know  not,  but  the  object  of 
the  appointmt.  was,  to  change  the  principle  upon  wh.  those  existing 
were  form'd.  To  instruct  them  to  make  the  best  bargain  they  can  with 
each  power,  such  an  one  as  the  advantages  wh.  they  respectively  derive 
from  a  commercl.  intercourse  with  us,  intitle  us  to  expect.  If  the  con- 
venience 8c  advantage  of  the  trade  of  either  of  these  powers  with  us  is 
equal,  the  condition  upon  wh.  it  is  conducted  for  commercl.  8c  other 
national  purposes,  shod,  be  equal  also.  The  object  is  to  connect  us 
[to]  each  power  independently  of  other  powers,  &  to  extricate  us 
from  the  complicated  system  with  which  their  connections  with  each 
other  is  involv'd,  a  system  which  they  well  understand,  have  been  long 
accustom'd  to  the  exercise  of,  &  to  turn  to  their  particular  advantages 
by  every  possible  means  of  fraud  and  chicane.  I  doubt  much  the  ad- 
vantage of  forming  treaties  for  the  present  with  any  of  the  powers  with 
whom  you  are  authoriz'd  to  treat  (the  piratical  States  excepted),  for 
what  advantages  can  we  give  here  in  consideration  of  advantages 
there,  or  rather  in  consideration  that  they  remove  some  of  the  re- 
straints wh.  now  exist,  which  they  do  not  at  present  possess,  or  possess- 
ing that  we  can  deprive  them  of.  The  more  I  investigate  this  subject 
the  more  I  am  confirm'd  in  this  opinion.  But  all  these  embarrass- 
ments in  the  restrictions  laid  upon  us  by  other  powers,  will  I  am  per- 
suaded have  a  good  effect.  They  will  operate  more  powerfully  than 
the  utmost  force  of  argument  cod.  do  for  the  strength'ning  our  govt. 

From  Spain  we  expect  a  Mr.  Gardoqui  in  quality  of  charge  des  affrs. 
All  our  measures  with  that  court  have  of  course  ceasd  untill  his  arrival 
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wh.  is  weekly  expected.  Whatever  we  leave  to  transact  with  the  ct.  of 
G.B.  is  committed  to  Mr.  Adams,  the  formation  of  a  commercl.  treaty 
only  excepted.  Upon  his  removal  from  the  Hague  it  was  resolv'd  to  ap- 
point a  minister  in  his  room:  Mr  Rutledge  8c  Mr.  R.  H.  Harrison,  C. 
Justice  of  Maryld.  are  in  nomination  as  is  likewise  Govt.  Livingston  of 
Jersey;  it  is  not  known  whether  either  will  serve.6  My  first  letter  will  ad- 
vise you  of  our  embarrassment  respecting  a  particular  affr.  upon 
which  you  wrote  me  as  you  left  Phila.,  an  attention  to  which  falls  now 
within  your  province.  It  is  unfortunate  upon  this  acct.  your  cypher 
wod.  not  expose  it  to  you.  You  will  please  write  me  as  soon  as  possible 
upon  this  subject.7  You  will  receive  instructions  respecting  the  pirati- 
cal states  of  Barbary.8  I  fear  from  the  information  you  give  me  they 
will  not  obtain  fully  the  objects  which  they  have  in  view.  From  what  I 
have  been  able  to  collect  here  a  treaty  commence!  on  our  own  ground 
independent  of  any  European  power,  will  be  most  successful,  since  I 
am  told  they  disregard  the  most  powerful  among  them  as  much  as 
they  do  us,  8c  in  that  instance  we  might  plead  ignorance  of  the  pre- 
sents or  amount,  which  would  be  acceptable  to  them.  It  is  agreed  to 
raise  700  men  for  the  purposes  of  guarding  the  publick  stores  8c  giv- 
ing security  to  the  frontier  settlements  of  the  States.  At  Annapolis  Mr 
Gerry  protested  agnst.  the  right  of  Congress  to  require  men  in  time  of 
peace;  his  conduct  was  approv'd  by  his  State  8c  the  delegation  in- 
structed to  oppose  &  protest  upon  all  occasions  agnst.  the  exercise  of 
the  power.  It  is  agreed  that  by  requisition  men  cannot  be  rais'd  upon 
a  few  States  or  less  than  the  whole  but  under  particular  circumstances 
of  some,  8c  then  under  a  particular  modification.  It  was  thought  in 
this  instance  necessary  to  have  them  in  the  field,  in  a  short  time,  to 
protect  the  surveyors  of  the  land  &  as  this  consideration  superseded 
the  propriety  of  a  requisitn.  on  the  whole  it  was  agreed  to  recommend 
it  to  the  States,  most  contiguous,  to  raise  them.9 

The  land  office  is  not  yet  open'd.  A  report  drawn  principally  by 
Colo.  Grayson  will  be  deliver'd  in  in  a  few  days.  It  devia[tes]  I  believe 
essentially  from  the  one  at  Annapolis,  but  in  what  points  I  cannot  say 
as  I  have  not  compar'd  them  together.  The  object  of  this  is  to  have  the 
lands  survey'd  previous  to  the  sale,  8c  after  the  survey  to  have  the  lots 
drawn  for  in  the  right  of  the  States  8c  sold  in  each  by  the  Loan  officer 
at  publick  vendue  for  specie  or  certificates.10  I  shall  transmit  you  the 
journals  of  Congress  as  far  as  they  are  printed.  They  will  give  you  at 
least  the  resolutions  which  determine  the  erection  of  buildings  at  the 
falls  of  the  Delaware  8c  our  intermediate  residence  here.  Our  depen- 
dence for  their  erection  at  Georgeton  had  been  on  the  southern 
States  &  as  soon  as  Congress  conven'd  we  found  they  had  given  it  up. 
All  further  opposition  we  therefore  considerd  as  useless  One  hun- 
dred thousand  dolrs.  are  appropriated  to  it.  Between  Phila.  &  this 
place  we  were  indifferent  as  a  temporary  residence;  we  consider'd  our 
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State  as  no  otherwise  interested  than  as  it  might  respect  the  delegates 
attending  in  Congress;  upon  federal  principles  that  this  shod,  have 
the  preference.  It  must  have  a  good  appearance  for  the  federal  govt, 
to  pay  attention  to  the  part,  wh.  hath  suffer'd  most,  from  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  war;  add  to  this  the  province  of  Canada  in  possession  at 
present  of  the  fur-trade — the  first  exertion  of  the  States  must  be  to 
draw  it  thence  &  afterwards  it  may  take  its  direction  thro'  the  Po- 
towmk.  or  whatever  channel  is  open'd  to  it.  But  the  100,000  dolrs  are 
upon  no  fund.  Whether  they  are  to  be  requir'd  from  the  States  or  not 
will  become  the  question.  It  wod.  be  fortunate  if  a  delay  cod.  take 
place.  The  conduct  of  our  delegation  at  Trenton  was  founded  upon  an 
acqu[i]  essence  with  the  voice  of  the  majority  of  the  Union.  We  acted 
together  &  voted  unanimously  upon  every  point  respecting  these  mea- 
sures. Grayson  only  was  absent.  Be  the  event  of  this  town  as  it  may  I 
think  the  proportion  wh.  will  fall  to  our  State  will  be  well  dispos'd  of  if 
[it]  annexes  the  Idea  of  stability  to  our  councils  8c  measures.  I  cod. 
wish  no  more  movements  untill  we  take  our  final  position. 

I  send  you  this  by  Colo.  Smith  Secry.  to  the  legation  for  London. 
Mr  Trumbull  only  was  his  competitor.  He  was  formerly  an  aid  de 
camp  to  Genl.  Washington.  He  is  desirous  of  being  known  to  you  &:  as 
I  hear  from  every  person  who  knows  him  a  fair  8c  respectable  charac- 
ter, I  take  the  liberty  to  present  these  circumstances  in  his  favor  to 
your  knowledge. 

Be  assurd  I  shall  pay  particular  attention  to  that  circumstance  which 
is  more  personally  interesting  to  yr.  self  mention'd  in  your  first  letter. 
What  can  or  will  be  done  is  incertain  but  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  the 
measure,  I  shall  with  the  utmost  pleasure  seek  the  attainment  of  it  in  a 
manner  wh.  will  be  most  delicate  8c  honorable  to  you.  Indeed  I  think 
all  our  ministers  shod,  have  at  least  5  or  600£  stirg.  more  annually.  I 
thank  you  for  subscribing  for  me  for  the  Encyclopedia.  I  have  not  at 
present  the  money  but  will  send  it  as  soon  as  possible.  I  sincerly  wish  it 
were  in  my  power  to  join  you  this  summer  but  it  is  impossible.  The 
next  I  have  it  in  contemplation  8c  shall  then  be  under  no  necessity  to 
hurry  myself  so  quickly  back,  8c  I  cod.  wish  to  rem[ai]n  in  Europe  if  I 
ever  visit  at  least  12  months.  Colo.  Smith  hath  my  instructions  not  to 
send  this  by  post  but  some  safe  hand  provided  he  doth  not  deliver  it 
himself.  Whether  Congress  will  or  not  adjourn  during  the  summer  is 
incertain.  I  think  they  shod,  not,  but  the  fact  is  our  application  to 
business  hath  been  so  close  during  the  winter  that  we  wish  a  relax- 
ation. I  think  Congress  shod,  sit  untill  our  affrs.  with  every  for.  power 
were  finally  &  most  amicably  settld;  and  untill  the  commerce  of  the 
Union  was  properly  regulated.  The  Confidracy  might  then  stand  se- 
cure 8c  not  be  expos'd  to  injury  or  danger.  Mr.  Butler,  Walcot  &  A  Lee 
were  on  the  Indian  treaty  at  fort  Stanwix;  the  State  of  N.  York  also 
held  a  treaty.  They  quarrell'd  with  the  comrs.  of  N.  York  8c  disgusted 
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the  State.  This  is  attributed  to  one  of  those  gentn.  only.  Mr.  Mercer 
hath  been  absent  since  we  left  Trenton  8c  hath  married  Miss  Sprigg. 
Mr.  Read  hath  been  less  active  than  at  Annapolis — he  is  sd.  to  be 
engag'd  to  K.  Van  home  of  this  place.  He  left  this  for  So.  Carolina  2 
months  since,  it  is  sd.  to  prepare  matters  for  this  event.  A  Mr.  Carbon- 
neau  from  the  Kaskaskias  petition'd  Congress  to  take  the  people 
under  their  protection;  a  committee  hath  reported  wh.  is  so  far 
adopted  that  a  comr.  be  appointed  to  repair  thither  instructed  &ca. 
Mr  A  Lee  is  in  nomination.11  The  three  comrs.  of  the  treasury  elected 
at  Annapolis  declin'd  serving,  in  consequence  of  wh.  Gervais,  Osgood 
&  a  Walter  Livingston  were  elected.  Gervais  hath  declin'd  &  Mr.  A  Lee 
who  hath  upon  every  occasion  been  a  candidate  is  agn.  in  nomina- 
tion. Mercer  &  himself  were  in  nomination  at  Trenton  8c  we  gave  the 
former  the  preference.  The  fact  is  we  can  get  none  better  than  Mr.  A.  L. 
8c  shall  upon  this  occasion  vote  for  him.12 

Your  letters  still  contain  doubts  of  the  event  of  the  interfering 
claims  between  the  Emperor  &  the  Netherlands.  Mr.  V.  Berkel  hath 
presented  a  full  8c  able  statment  of  those  of  the  U.  Net.  &  of  the 
progress  of  either  party  to  the  commenc'ment  of  the  winter  in  sup- 
port of  their  pretensions.  A  war  between  them  cannot  be  injurious  to 
us;  provided  our  merchts.  have  enterprise.  As  we  stand  on  neutral 
ground,  they  may  turn  it  to  theirs  8c  the  genl.  advantage.  Believe  me 
to  be  dear  Sir  your  affectionate  friend  8c  servant, 

Jas.  Monroe13 

P.S.  The  alteration  wh.  this  report  proposes  in  the  whole  system  of  our 
govt,  will  be  great.  It  is  in  fact  a  radical  change  of  it.  [I]  beg  of  you  to 
write  your  sentiments  fully  on  it.  If  it  is  car[ri]ed  it  can  only  be  by 
thorough  investigation  and  a  conviction  carried  to  the  minds  of  every 
citizen  that  it  is  right.  The  slower  it  moves  on  therefore  in  my  opinion 
the  better. 

RC  (DLC: Jefferson  Papers). 

1  See  Jefferson,  Papers  (Boyd),  7:508-23,  562-65. 

2  This  cipher  is  in  the  Jefferson  Papers,  DLC.  See  ibid.,  p.  279n. 

:*  That  is,  his  letter  to  Jefferson  of  November  1,  1784.  For  Monroe's  "propos'd  instruc- 
tion," see  Monroe  to  Jefferson,  December  14,  note  6.  Monroe  also  made  a  second  mo- 
tion on  February  1 1  regarding  duties  on  British  goods  imported  into  the  United  States 
through  Canada  which  was  assigned  to  a  committee,  chaired  by  Robert  R.  Livingston, 
that  was  already  considering  Livingston's  February  1  motion  for  obtaining  possession  of 
the  northwest  posts.  The  committee,  of  which  Monroe  was  a  member,  recommended 
on  February  21  that  Congress  raise  a  force  of  1,500  men  and  assign  it  to  posts  "as  near 
as  may  be  to  those  now  occupied  by  the  troops  of  his  Britannick  Majesty"  and  that  the 
ministers  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with  Great  Britain  "be  left  at  liberty  to  lay 
such  restraints  as  they  may  respectively  deem  expedient  on  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  these  States  and  the  inhabitants  of  Canada."  See  JCC,  28:30,  59-60,  88-89. 

4  For  Monroe's  initiative  in  the  preparation  of  this  report,  see  Monroe  to  Madison, 
December  18,  1784,  note  6.  The  report  and  circular  letter  were  assigned  for  considera- 
tion on  April  5  but  southern  delegates,  who  feared  northern  monopoly  of  the  carrying 
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trade,  and  especially  Richard  Henry  Lee,  who  opposed  any  increase  in  congressional 
power  whatever,  prevented  consideration  of  the  measure.  On  May  11  a  petition  of 
Boston  merchants  requesting  that  Congress  intervene  immediately  in  commercial  af- 
fairs under  whatever  powers  it  was  currently  invested  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table 
until  the  report  of  Monroe's  committee  could  be  considered  again.  The  report  was  fi- 
nally debated  in  the  committee  of  the  whole  July  13-14  but  Congress  could  come  to  no 
conclusion,  allowing  the  report  to  languish  until  it  was  filed  in  October  1787.  See  JCC, 
28:205n,  345,  29:533,  536,  539;  and  Frederick  W.  Marks,  Independence  on  Trial:  Foreign  Af- 
fairs and  the  Making  of  the  Constitution,  2d  ed.  rev.  (Wilmington,  Del.:  Scholarly  Re- 
sources, 1986),  pp.  86-88.  See  also  William  Grayson  to  Washington, July  25,  1785,  note  3. 

5  Monroe's  April  4  motion  to  appoint  a  committee  to  consider  revisions  in  the  in- 
structions to  the  ministers  negotiating  commercial  treaties  in  Europe  was  referred  to  a 
committee  consisting  of  Monroe,  Rufus  King,  Charles  Pinckney,  William  Samuel  John- 
son, and  John  Laurance.  While  it  deliberated,  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  John  Jay  de- 
livered on  May  18  his  reflections  on  the  draft  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  sent  by 
the  ministers  abroad  in  which  he  questioned  the  entire  system  for  regulating  the  trade 
of  the  United  States.  In  the  meantime,  Monroe's  committee  recommended  on  June  2 
that  the  first  two  articles  of  the  minister's  previous  instructions  be  repealed.  According 
to  Charles  Thomson's  endorsement,  the  report  was  held  "Secret.  But  Congress  order  a 
written  copy  to  be  made  out  for  each  State  &  delivered  to  the  delegates."  Although  the 
report  was  assigned  for  consideration  on  June  9,  it  was  apparently  never  debated  or 
acted  on.  See  JCC,  28:229,  366-69,  418-22;  and  PCC,  item  29,  fols.  341-44.  See  also 
Monroe  to  Jefferson,  June  16,  note  4.  For  the  place  of  this  report  in  the  larger  effort  to 
rationalize  American  trade  policv  with  Europe,  see  Vernon  G.  Setser,  The  Commercial  Re- 
ciprocity Policy  of  the  United  States,  1 774-1829  (1937;  reprint  ed.,  New  York:  Da  Capo  Press, 
1969),  pp.  70-73. 

6  Congress  had  resolved  to  appoint  John  Adams'  successor  as  minister  to  the  Nether- 
lands on  March  7  when,  according  to  Charles  Thomson's  committee  book,  Robert  Han- 
son Harrison  was  nominated  by  James  McHenry,  Robert  R.  Livingston  by  David  Howell, 
Ralph  Izard  by  Charles  Pinckney,  John  Rutledge  by  Samuel  Holten,  and  Gov.  William 
Livingston  by  Charles  Stewart.  Robert  R.  Livingston's  name  was  withdrawn  on  March  21 
and  Izard's  on  the  "10th,"  presumably  of  April.  During  the  next  two  months,  according 
to  the  testimony  of  the  delegates,  Congress  held  several  ballots  finallv  casting  a  majority 
for  William  Livingston  after  Harrison's  name  was  withdrawn  on  June  23.  When  Con- 
gress received  Livingston's  refusal  on  the  27th,  however,  Holten  renominated  Rutledge, 
to  the  annoyance  of  the  southern  delegates,  and  David  Howell  renominated  Robert  R. 
Livingston  the  following  day.  But  Livingston's  name  was  withdrawn  and  John  Rutledge 
was  unanimously  elected  on  July  5.  Rutledge  also  refused  the  post  and  when  his  August 
1  letter  was  read  on  the  24th  Jacob  Read  renominated  Ralph  Izard  and  two  days  later 
Abraham  Baldwin  nominated  John  Houstoun.  It  is  not  clear  when  Houstoun's  name 
was  withdrawn,  but  on  March  28,  1786,  Stephen  Mix  Mitchell  nominated  William 
Samuel  Johnson  to  oppose  Izard.  On  May  15  Johnson's  name  was  also  withdrawn  and 
the  South  Carolina  delegates  immediately  called  for  an  election  which  the  New  Eng- 
land and  middle  state  delegates  attempted  to  block.  Failing  in  that,  they  succeeded  in 
preventing  Izard's  appointment  and  Congress  thereupon  postponed  the  election  indefi- 
nitely. See  JCC,  28:122,  474,  481,  29:497,  654-55,  663,  30:140n,  264-65,  267n;  and  PCC, 
item  190,  fols.  1-2. 

7  That  is,  the  Longchamps  affair  which  Jefferson  and  Monroe  had  reviewed  in  their 
letters  of  May  21  and  November  1,  1784,  respectively.  See  Jefferson,  Papers  (Boyd), 
7:279-80.  By  his  observation  that  the  affair  "falls  now  within  your  province,"  Monroe 
was  referring  to  the  resolutions  that  were  to  be  presented  by  Jefferson  to  the  French 
court  at  Versailles,  which  are  printed  in  the  journals  without  dale  under  the  April  27 
entry.  They  had  been  drafted  by  a  committee  (haired  by  Robert  R.  Livingston  that  had 
been  assigned  on  March  29  John  Jay's  February  17  report  on  [he  marquis  de  Barbe- 
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Marbois'  demands  for  Longchamps'  extradition.  See  JCC,  28:210n,  314-15;  and  William 
Henry  to  George  Bryan,  February  26,  note  2. 

"  For  these  March  1 1  "instructions," see JCC,  28:116-17,  139-48,  154;  and  Abiel  Foster 
to  Jefferson,  March  26,  note. 

9  See  Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States,  this  date,  note  1.  For  Elbridge  Gerry's  posi- 
tion on  this  issue  at  Annapolis,  see  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  the  Massachusetts  Assem- 
bly, June  4,  1784,  note  13. 

10  For  the  ordinance  for  "ascertaining  the  mode  of  lO(  ating  and  disposing  of  lands  in 
the  Western  territory"  reported  this  day  by  a  grand  committee,  see  JCC,  28:251-56;  and 
William  Grayson  to  Washington,  April  15,  note  1. 

11  On  December  8,  1784,  Francois  Carbonneaux  had  presented  a  November  10  peti- 
tion from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Kaskaskia  district  in  the  Illinois  country  requesting 
among  other  things  power  to  appoint  magistrates  to  establish  order  in  their  setdements. 
The  petition  was  assigned  the  following  day  to  a  committee  chaired  by  Samuel  Hardy, 
and  on  February  9,  1785,  a  similar  petition,  presented  to  Congress  by  Dorsey  Pentecost 
and  dated  the  preceding  June,  was  also  referred  to  Hardy's  committee.  On  February  15 
the  committee  reported  that  the  Illinois  inhabitants  suffered  "from  the  want  of  order 
and  good  government"  and  recommended  that  one  or  more  commissioners  be  sent  to 
the  Illinois  settlements  to  excecute  measures  "best  calculated  to  quiet  the  Minds  of 
those  people  and  secure  their  attachment  to  the  foederal  government."  On  February 
21  Congress  decided  upon  a  single  commissioner,  but  assigned  the  report  to  a  second 
committee,  consisting  of  Robert  R.  Livingston,  James  McHenry,  David  Howell,  Jacob 
Read,  and  Monroe,  to  determine  his  authority  and  instructions.  Contrary  to  informa- 
tion provided  by  Edmund  C.  Burnett  and  John  C.  Fitzpatrick,  Isaac  Smith  was  nomi- 
nated for  the  post  that  day  and  on  March  1  George  Morgan,  Richard  Butler,  and  Arthur 
Lee.  Cf.  Burnett,  Letters,  8:x,  144n.5;/CC,  28:106n.l,  112n.l;  and  PCC,  item  190,  fol.  1. 
In  its  March  14  report  {fCC,  28:155-57,  29:918)  the  Livingston  committee  recom- 
mended conferring  broad  powers  on  the  commissioner  involving  land  titles  and  sur- 
veys, executive  appointments,  judicial  functions,  Indian  relations,  and  military  com- 
mand which  he  would  exercise  during  a  three  year  term.  Congress  took  no  action  on 
this  report,  however,  and  on  May  3  issued  conflicting  directions  to  the  western  Indian 
commissioners  to  determine  the  land  rights  of  the  Kaskaskia  inhabitants  and  to  admin- 
ister oaths  of  allegiance,  although  it  later  repealed  these  orders  "from  an  apprehension 
it  wld.  create  too  great  an  expence,"  for  which  see  Monroe  to  James  Madison,  May  5?, 
note  10;  and  Monroe  to  Jefferson,  July  15,  note  2.  It  was  not  until  December  28  that 
Charles  Thomson  attempted  to  revive  the  unfinished  business  of  the  Kaskaskia  petition- 
ers by  summarizing  previous  congressional  actions  regarding  the  settlements  and  re- 
questing that  Congress  set  aside  a  day  for  consideration  of  the  March  14  report.  Finally, 
on  March  27,  1786,  it  was  referred  to  a  committee  chaired  by  Monroe  instructed  "to 
consider  &  report  forms  of  government  to  be  instituted  in  the  western  territory  of  the 
United  States  by  Congress  prior  to  the  institution  of  temporary  government  there 
agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  April  23,  1784."  See  JCC,  27:677n.2,  28:54n,  67-68,  87,  89n, 
90n,  115,  155-57,  330-33,  487,  29:907-9,  30:139n;  PCC,  item  30,  fols.  263-69,  431-68, 
483-89,  item  186,  fol.  171,  item  190,  fols.  1,  9,  13,  90;  Clarence  W.  Alvord,  ed.,  Cahokia 
Records,  1778-1790,  Collections  of  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library,  v.  2;  Virginia  series,  1 
(1907):  567-73;  and  Clarence  W.  Alvord,  ed.,  Kaskaskia  Records,  1778-1790,  Collections  of 
the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library,  v  5;  Virginia  series,  2  (1909) :  360-73,  411. 

12  See  Monroe  to  James  Madison,  December  18,  1784,  note  5.  In  response  to  this  let- 
ter, Jefferson  made  the  following  pointed  observation:  "|I  am  sorry)  to  see  a  possibility 
of  {Arthur  Lee's  being  put  into)  the  {Treasury.  He)  has  no  {talents)  for  the  (office)  and 
what  {he  has)  will  be  {employed)  in  {rummaging  old  accounts)  to  {involve)  you  in  {eter- 
nal war  with  [Robert]  Morris)  and  {he)  will  in  a  short  time  {introduce)  such  (dissentions) 
into  the  (Commission)  as  to  {break  it  up}."  Words  printed  in  braces  were  written  by  Mon- 
roe in  cipher. Jefferson,  Papers  (Boyd),  8:229-30. 
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13  For  a  brief  note  Monroe  wrote  to  Jefferson  on  April  6  introducing  John  Cooper,  a 
North  Carolina  merchant  who  intended  to  establish  himself  in  London  or  at  The 
Hague,  see  Jefferson,  Papers  (Boyd),  8:70,  336. 


James  Monroe  to  William  Short 

Dear  Sir  N.  York,  April  12.  1785. 

Rather  to  desire  your  correspondence  and  to  assure  you  of  my  dis- 
position to  receive  and  execute  any  commands  you  may  have  for 
America  than  to  give  you  any  great  political  information  am  I  indued 
to  write  you:  The  situation  of  our  affrs.  with  the  powers  of  Europe  I 
am  rather  to  hear  from  you,  and  our  measures  with  each  you  will  have 
from  Mr  Jefferson  for  unless  we  had  a  cypher  I  cod.  not  with  propriety 
give  you  any  intimation.  And  with  respect  to  the  state  of  this  conti- 
nent, just  emerging  out  of  the  woods,  in  comparison  with  the  one  in 
wh.  you  reside,  I  readily  conceive  you  believe,  what  in  fact  is  the  truth, 
that  in  the  line  of  the  arts  there  is  nothing  new  (if  there  was  any  thing 
old)  worthy  yr.  attention,  &  in  the  line  of  the  sciences  I  believe  they 
carry  their  enquiries  farther  in  France  or  Engld.  or  Germany  or  any 
where  else  except  Spn.  8c  Portugal  than  here.  I  have  heard  of  no  great 
achievement  of  Preside  Madison,  nor  Smith  nor  even  Rittenhouse 
lately.1  But  from  you  I  am  to  have  both  useful  and  entertaining  infor- 
mation. Our  correspondence  will  not  be  founded  in  reciprocal  advan- 
tage 8c  therefore  I  fear  you  will  not  keep  to  it  long.  However  as  I  am  to 
profit  by  it,  it  belongs  not  to  me  to  be  the  first  to  decline.  Colo.  Smith 
will  perhaps  deliver  you  this.  He  is  secry.  to  the  London  legation — his 
being  in  Genl.  Washingtons  family  when  he  retir'd  from  the  army  fa- 
cilitated in  a  great  degree  the  attainment  of  this  office.  He  is  generally 
reputed  a  sensible,  worthy  man.  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  find  him  an 
agreeable  acquaintance. 

Believe  me  sincerely  yours,  Jas.  Monroe 

PS.  I  shod,  write  you  a  longer  letter  whether  it  contain'd  any  thing  in 
it  or  not  if  I  was  not  under  the  necessity  of  commiting  it  immediately 
to  Colo.  Smith.  I  lately  gave  a  Mr.  Cowper  a  line  to  both  yourself  8c  Mr. 
Jefferson.  I  have  committed  to  him  the  sale  of  my  western  property. 
This  I  have  done  in  consequence  of  the  character  I  have  had  of  him 
from  Mr  Hardy  &  the  No.  Carolina  delegation.  Any  information  you 
can  give  me  upon  this  head  will  be  acknowledged  gratefully. 

RC  (PPAmP:  Miscellaneous  Manuscripts  Collection). 

1   Thai  is,  Rev.  James  Madison,  president  of  the  College  of  William  and  Mary,  William 
Smith,  former  provost  of  die  College  of  Philadelphia,  and  astronomer  David  Rittenhouse. 
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Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States 

Sir,  Secretary's  Office  April  1 2th.  1 785 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  you  the  enclosed  Acts  of  the  1st,  7th, 
&  12th  Instant  relative  to  the  raising  a  hody  of  Troops  for  the  protection 
of  the  North  Western  frontiers,  the  defence  of  the  Inhabitants  against  the 
depredations  of  the  Indians,  for  preventing  unwarrantable  intrusions  on 
lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  and  to  guard  the  public  stores.1 

As  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have  been  pleased  by  a 
late  Ordinance  of  which  I  enclose  a  Copy,2  to  make  it  a  part  of  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress  "to  transmit  to  the  several  States  all 
Acts,  Ordinances,  resolutions  and  recommendations  of  Congress  and 
to  correspond  with  the  States  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  communi- 
cations from  them  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  same"  I  have  em- 
braced the  earliest  opportunity  of  forwarding  the  enclosed  Acts  and 
trust  your  Excellency  will  favour  me  with  an  Account  of  the  steps 
taken  by  your  State  for  revising  the  Quota  assigned,  that  I  may  make 
report  thereof  conformably  to  the  said  Ordinance. 

The  honor,  peace,  and  prosperity  of  our  nation  being  objects  very 
near  my  heart  nothing  will  give  me  greater  pleasure  than  frequent  op- 
portunities of  reporting  to  Congress  the  earnest  and  united  endeav- 
ours of  the  several  States  to  promote  those  great  and  desireable  ends. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  Your  Excellency's  Most 
Obedt  &  Most  huml  servt.,  C.  T 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "To  His  Excelly.  The  Govt,  of  Connecticut,  the 
Govr.  of  New  York,  the  Govr.  of  New  Jersey  &  the  Prest.  of  Pennsylvania." 

i  See/CC,  28:223-24,  239-41,  247-48;  and  Clinton,  Papers  (Hastings),  8:382-83. 

-  That  is,  the  March  31  "Ordinance  for  the  regulation  of  the  Office  of  the  Secretary 
of  Congress,"  for  which  see/CC,  28:212-14. 


Hugh  Williamson  to  Thomas  Ruston 

Dear  sir  New  York  12th  April  1785 

This  will  be  handed  you  by  Col.  Smith '  a  native  of  this  State  who 
was  long  one  of  Genl.  Washingtons  Aids  and  now  goes  over  to  London 
Secretary  to  the  American  Legation  at  that  Court.  After  what  has  been 
said  I  am  certain  that  nothing  needs  be  added  to  recommend  the 
Colonel  to  your  Civilities  and  those  of  Mrs.  Ruston,  if  he  should  find 
Time  to  stop  a  few  Hours  at  Exeter  on  his  Way  from  Falmouth.  As  you 
had  formerly  resolved  to  come  out  to  America  I  shall  not  doubt  of 
your  retaining  that  Resolution  especially  as  your  Father's  landed  Inter- 
est, now  devolved  on  you,  will  require  your  personal  attention.  My 
three  Year's  Service  in  Congress  is  nearly  expired;  about  the  End  of 
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May  I  shall  return  to  Edenton  &  it  will  give  me  great  Pleasure  if  you  will 
be  so  good  as  point  out  by  what  means  I  can  render  you  any  Service. 
Be  pleased  to  present  my  Respects  to  Mrs  Ruston  and  assure  her  that  I 
long  much  for  an  opportunity  of  telling  her  personally  with  how 
much  sincerity  I  am  her's  and  Your  most  obedt  &  very  hble  Servt. 

Hu  Williamson 

RC(PHi:Coxe  Papers). 

1  That  is,  William  Stephens  Smith. 


John  Beatty  to  William  Livingston 

Dear  sir  New  York.  13th  April  1785. 

In  a  letter,  a  few  days  since  to  Your  Excelly.,1  I  hinted  the  probability 
there  would  be,  of  some  Acts  of  Congress,  which  would  require  the  At- 
tention of  the  Legislature  of  our  State,  at  an  Earlier  period,  than  that 
to  which  they  stood  adjourned.  Those  I  had  principally  in  View;  were 
the  Requisitions,  on  the  States  for  Men  and  Money.  The  former  of 
these  was  passed  on  Yesterday,  and  the  Number  assigned  to  N.  Jersey, 
the  same  as  last  Year;  but  the  Ter[ms]  of  their  Enlistment  is  for  three 
Years.  A  Copy  of  [the]  Act  Mr.  Secy.  Thompson  will  forward  to  Your 
Excelly.  by  this  Conveyance.2  Two  reasons  Might  be  given  why  this 
Measure  ought  not  to  be  long  delayed — first — The  Troops  (both  Offi- 
cers &  Men)  are  to  be  raised  upon  much  lower  Terms,  than  those  last 
year;  so  that  the  sooner  the  former  are  discharged  the  greater  the  sav- 
ing will  be  to  the  United  States;  but  a  more  principal  reason  is;  That 
no  Measures  having  as  yet  been  taken  by  Great  Britain  for  the  Evacua- 
tion of  the  Western  Posts;  it  becomes  expedient  for  the  U.  States  to 
pursue  such  steps;  as  may  tend  to  aid  the  Negotiations  on  that  Sub- 
ject, of  her  Minister  at  the  Court  of  London;  give  Security  to  the  Fron- 
tier Settlements;  facilitate  an  intercourse  with  the  Indian  Nations;  and 
to  protect  and  promote  the  Navigation  of  the  Lakes  by  her  Citizens. 
These  Objects  will  in  a  great  Measure  be  Effected,  by  raising  a  Compe- 
tent Force  for  this  purpose  &  placing  them  in  such  situations,  as  must 
tend  to  render  the  Posts  now  held  by  the  Troops  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty  Void  and  useless.  The  number  proposed  to  be  raised  cannot 
wholly  do  this;  but  if  we  can  alienate  the  Trade,  now  carried  on  by 
Means  of  the  Canadians,  under  the  protection  &  for  the  sole  Emolu- 
ment of  the  Military  Establishment  in  that  Province;  Change  the 
Channel  &  throw  the  Trade  into  the  Hands  of  the  Citizens  of  these 
States;  I  am  persuaded,  it  will  operate,  not  only  as  a  Source  of  great 
wealth;  but  will  be  the  Means  of  facilitating  a  delivery  of  those  Posts. 

The  requisition  for  Money  is  in  part  Acted  on  &  will  shortly  follow 
the  other.  The  Agregate  Amount  will  be  Three  Millions  of  Dollars;  of 
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this  the  Quota  assigned  N.Jersey  stands  at  166,716  Dollars;1  The  Ne- 
cessity of  the  States  taking  Measures  for  immediately  carying  this  Act 
into  Effect  is  so  apparent,  that  I  should  forhear  saying  anything  on 
this  head;  were  it  not  for  some  circumstances,  which  Your  Excelly.  or 
at  least  the  Legislature  cannot  be  acquainted  with.  The  Minister  of 
France  and  since  his  return  to  Europe;  the  "Charge  des  Affaires"  has 
in  a  Number  of  Instances  represented  to  Congress  the  Uneasiness  of 
his  Master,  the  most  Christian  King,  on  the  Subject  of  his  Loans  to  the 
U.  States;  That  he  finds  no  Effective  Funds  have  been  provided,  for  ei- 
ther securing  the  Principal,  or  discharging  the  Interest  accruing,  &  al- 
ready accumulated  thereon:  That  an  injurious  discrimination  has 
been  Made  by  some  of  the  States,  between  their  own  Citizens,  and  the 
subjects  or  Citizens  of  France  holding  Loan  Office  Certificates;  in  the 
partial  payment  of  Interest  arising  on  this  debt.  This  has  Created  dis- 
gusts &  discontents  among  that  Class  of  Creditors;  which  may  eventu- 
ally prove  pernicious  to  the  good  Understanding  prevailing  between 
the  two  Nations.  Mr.  Morris,  in  a  letter  of  the  23d  Feby  last  informs  us, 
"That  he  had  not  been  in  a  Capacity  to  make  any  payments  due  in 
France,  the  last  Year."  This  Circumstance,  will  not  abate  their  Jealousy, 
but  rather  heighten  their  Demands;  more  Especially  when  they  learn, 
That  the  Funds,  on  which  they  principally  relied,  for  discharging,  as 
well  [the]  Interest  as  the  Principal  of  the  National  Debt.  "Viz.  By  the 
Establishment  of  Certain  Imposts  and  providing  Suplementary  funds 
for  a  given  Number  of  Years,  as  recommended  in  the  resolutions  of 
the  18th  April  1783"  are  (if  not  wholly  frustrated)  procrastinated  to 
such  a  period;  that  their  Hopes  are  but  very  slender,  with  regard  to 
the  preservation  of  our  Faith  and  the  Establishment  of  a  National 
Credit.  Your  Excelly.  must  have  learned  with  pain,  That  the  states  of 
New  York  &  Georgia  have  wholly  rejected  this  proposition,  and  that 
Rhode  Island  have  acceeded  to  it,  under  such  limitations  &  restric- 
tions as  are  antifoederal  &  cannot  of  Course  bind  the  other  states:  In- 
deed I  almost  dispair  of  seeing  a  Continental  Impost  Established  or 
rather  the  duties  resulting  therefrom,  going  into  a  Common  Treasury: 
Certain  I  am  it  will  not  be  Conceeded  upon  the  present  System. 
Under  this  State  of  things,  it  is  apparent,  that  other  Measures  must  be 
resorted  to,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  growing  Interest — 
That  on  the  Foreign  Debt,  as  also  the  Supplies  for  the  Services  of  the 
present  Year  (the  latter  amounting  to  near  Half  a  Million  of  Dollars) 
can  be  discharged  with  no  other  than  real  Money.  Facilities  may  be 
made  use  of,  by  the  States  in  discharge  of  the  Interest  arising  on  the 
Domestic  debt;  so  far  I  observe  the  State  have  already  made  provision, 
and  anticipated  the  Views  of  Congress,  by  their  Revenue  Act,  passed 
in  the  close  of  1783;4  and  altho  it  is  not  exactly  in  the  Train,  which 
they  may  recommend,  yet  still  substantial  Justice  is  done  thereby  to 
the  Creditors  within  the  State.  The  Necessity  of  the  Measure  then,  I 
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trust  is  undeniable;  but  how  far  the  State  is  able  to  bear  this  additional 
Tax,  is  a  question  I  am  not  able,  nor  is  it  my  duty  to  Answer.  I  am  well 
aware  of  the  great  Exertions  of  N.  Jersey  during  the  War,  and  of  her 
consequent  impoverished  state  on  the  return  of  Peace.  I  am  not  in- 
sensible too,  of  her  Situation,  between  two  great  Commercial  Citys, 
which  not  only  cut  her  off,  from  every  Benefit  resulting  from  Trade, 
but  also  necessarily  subjects  her  to  Contribute  to  their  Wealth  8c  Rev- 
enue, in  a  Ratio  proportionate  to  her  Consumption  of  imported  Arti- 
cles and  under  this  impression  I  had  prepared  a  Motion  (a  Copy  of 
which  I  inclose  Your  Excelly.)  which  I  intended  to  have  Made  in  Con- 
gress, with  a  View  to  alleviate  in  a  small  degree,  the  present  sum  de- 
manded of  the  State — finding  however  little  or  no  probability  of  its 
being  adopted;  I  have  for  the  present  laid  it  aside;  well  hoping,  that 
our  Legislature  will  conceive  it  an  Object  worthy  of  some  attention 
since  the  Idea  of  an  Impost  for  Fcederal  purposes,  seems  almost  wholly 
Extinguished  &  the  Mode  of  raising  Money  by  Requisition  &  for  Quo- 
taing  the  National  Debt,  may  continue  for  some  Years  to  Come. 

Before  I  conclude  this  long  letter,  I  must  beg  Your  Excellys.  further 
Indulgence,  w[hile]  I  mention  one  other  Circumstance,  that  may  have 
some  weight  in  calling  the  Legislature  together  Earlier,  than  the  time 
to  which  they  are  adjourned;  I  mean  the  representation  of  the  State 
on  the  Floor  of  Congress.  I  hope  I  shall  be  believed  by  Your  Excelly.  8c 
the  State,  when  I  assure  you,  it  is  with  the  utmost  reluctance,  I  relin- 
quish the  very  Honorable  Trust,  they  have  been  pleased  to  repose  in 
Me;  but  Necessity  and  Candor  obliges  me  to  declare  I  cannot  longer 
serve  them  in  Congress.  Not  born  to  an  Affluent  fortune;  and  my  little 
Patrimony,  gradually  Mouldering;  from  a  Want  of  that  attention  which 
my  Engagements  in  public  life,  since  the  Commencement  of  the  Rev- 
olution has  prevented;  I  am  Constrained  by  the  Dictates  of  Humanity 
8c  the  duties  I  owe  to  a  dependent  family,  to  retire  to  a  private  life  8c  to 
provide  by  my  Industry  for  those,  who  have  a  right  to  require  it  of  my 
Hands.  I  feel  myself  extreamly  flattered  8c  gratefull,  for  the  appoint- 
ment the  State  have  Conferred  on  Me;  but  I  must  say,  the  Salary  they 
have  been  pleased  to  Anex  to  it,  is  not  more  than  barely  sufficient  for 
my  single  Maintenance  while  attending  on  the  Duties  of  it.  Mr.  Hous- 
ton Informed  me  he  should  certainly  decline.  I  have  wrote  Mr.  Dick, 
pressing  his  attendance.  He  is  silent  on  the  subject,  and  I  am  inclined 
to  believe  does  not  mean  to  attend.  Mr.  Cadwallader  is  absent  for  the 
present,  but  Expects  to  return  in  May.5  Mr.  Stewart  assures  me  it  will 
not  be  in  his  power  to  Continue  much  longer.  In  this  dilemma  we  now 
Stand,  and  I  greatly  fear  the  State  will  not  Continue  to  be  represented, 
Unless  further  appointments  are  Made.  I  hope  your  Excelly.  will  ex- 
cuse me  for  this  particular  detail  and  attribute  it  to  a  sincere  Wish  I 
have,  that  these  Vacancys  May  be  supplied  8c  the  reputation  of  the 
State  preserved. 
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With  sentiments  of  the  Most  perfect  respect  and  Esteem,  I  have  the 
Honor  to  be,  Your  Excellys.  most  Obedt.  Hum  Servt. 

Jno  Beatty 

RC  (N4Hi:  Livingston  Dapers). 
1  Not  found. 

-  See  Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States,  April  12. 
s  See/CC,  28:217. 

4  For  this  December  20,  1783,  New  Jersey  act,  see  Livingston,  Papers  (Prince), 
5:188n.8. 

5  Lambert  Cadwalader  returned  to  his  seat  in  Congress  July  25,  1785.  See  JCC, 
29:570,  572. 


John  Sitgreaves  to  John  Gray  Blount 

Dear  Sir  New  York  1 3th,  April  1 785. 

I  had  the  pleasure  to  write  you  about  a  fortnight  ago1  by  the  Brig 
Capt.  Hollister  for  New  Bern  in  which  I  thanked  you  for  your 
favour  of  the  14  Ulto.  which  is  the  only  one  I  have  Received  from  you 
since  I  came  here. 

I  find  from  Mr.  W.  Blounts  Letter  to  Mr.  Spaight  by  S.  Tinker  that  it 
is  supposed  I  was  then  on  my  return  home,  it  was  this  supposition  I 
presume  that  induced  them  not  to  write  me  by  him. 

From  the  pressing  necessity  for  my  return  home  I  have  submitted  to 
the  inconvenience  of  paying  a  very  exorbitant  Interest  per  Month  for 
Money  to  enable  me  to  pay  my  Expences  here  &  on  the  road,  (for  I 
propose  avoiding  the  sea  hereafter  as  much  as  I  possibly  can)  the 
sooner  therefore  that  remittances  can  be  made  me  for  repaying  this 
Money  (which  will  be  something  more  than  200  £)  the  sooner  shall  I 
get  rid  of  an  intolerable  peice  of  Usury,  I  am  sure  my  dear  Sir  this  hint 
to  you  for  a  Necessity  for  Money  is  wholly  useless,  I  know  that  without 
it  you  wou'd  do  whatever  was  in  your  power  but  it  is  a  subject  which 
engrosses  so  much  of  my  Attention  that  I  cannot  begin  a  Letter  to  you 
without  touching  on  it.  Give  me  leave  to  observe  to  you  that  remit- 
tances will  be  more  advantageously  made  to  Philadelphia  in  (I 
beleive)  any  kind  of  No  Carolina  produce  than  to  this  place,  Trade 
here  is  very  confined  &  stagnate.  4  or  500  Barrels  of  Naval  stores  will 
any  time  reduce  the  price  of  them  here  25  or  more  per  Cent.  There 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  transferring  Money  from  Phila  to  New  York  &  I 
think  it  is  pretty  certain  that  Markets  are  generally  better  at  that  place 
than  at  this.  But  shou'd  you  find  it  more  convenient  or  proper  to  ship 
to  New  York  on  my  Account  I  will  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  address  & 
consign  the  same  to  Messrs.  Stevens  &  Hubbell,  Water  Street  No.  145. 

Inclosed  are  the  two  last  papers  one  of  which  contains  an  Edict  of 
the  King  of  France  which  no  doubt  is  interesting  to  every  American 
Merchant  to  know.2 
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The  prices  current  which  I  enclosed  you  in  my  last  must  not  be  re- 
lied on,  our  produce,  particularly  Naval  stores  is  much  lower  now. 

Please  present  my  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Blount  8cc.  and  Mr.  Wm 
Blount,  I  shou'd  have  written  him  was  I  not  about  leaving  this  soon 
therefore  I  cou'd  write  him  nothing  which  I  cou'd  not  with  more  plea- 
sure tell  him  in  person  very  shortly.  I  shall  if  I  can  conveniently  leave 
this  about  the  20th  of  this  Month  &  will  make  no  considerable  Delay 
on  the  road.3  You  shall  hear  from  me  at  Philadelphia  if  any  thing  of- 
fers worth  Communicating. 

I  am  Dr.  Sir,  with  much  Esteem,  Your  mo.  obedt, 

Jno  Sitgreaves 

RC  (Nc-Ar:  Blount  Papers). 

1  Not  found. 

-  An  "Arret  of  the  King's  Council  of  State"  of  August  30,  1784,  containing  19  articles 
concerning  foreign  commerce  with  the  French  West  Indies,  appeared  in  the  April  12 
issue  of  the  New  York  Gazetteer  and  Country  Journal  The  same  "Edict"  had  been  printed  in 
a  number  of  Philadelphia  newspapers  in  mid-March.  For  its  appearance  as  a  broadside 
(Philadelphia:  John  Dunlap  &  David  C.  Claypoole,  1785),  see  Evans,  Am.  Bibliography, 
no.  19,010. 

For  an  analysis  of  the  impact  of  this  arret  on  United  States  trade  with  the  French  West 
Indies  and  the  development  of  French  commercial  policy  at  this  time,  see  Frederick  L. 
Nussbaum,  "The  French  Colonial  Arret  of  1784,"  South  Atlantic  Quarterly  27  (January 
1928):  62-78. 

3  Sitgreaves  submitted  his  accounts  as  a  delegate  to  the  speaker  of  the  North  Carolina 
Assembly  on  December  17,  1785.  The  claim  he  enclosed  was  "To  my  attendance  in  Con- 
gress as  a  Delegate  of  the  State  from  the  14th  Novr.  1784  until  the  12th  of  May  1785,  6 
months,  @  80£,  £480.  Travelling  to  and  from  Congress  2  Months,  @  £80,  £160."  Bur- 
nett, Letters,  8:275n,  "Copied  from  the  original,  then  in  possession  of  Mr.  Stan.  V. 
Henkels  of  Philadelphia." 


Rufus  King  to  John  Lowell 

Dr.  Sir  New  York  1 4th.  Ap.  [  1 7]  85. 

Six  of  the  Judges  of  the  federal  Court  have  accepted  their  appoint- 
ments; Mr.  Wythe  &  Mr.  Monroe  of  our  nomination,  and  the  remain- 
ing four  of  the  nomination  of  N  York.  Mr.  Harrison  &  Mr.  Grayson 
have  declined,  and  no  answer  has  been  received  from  Mr.  Rutledge.1 
The  uneasiness  of  New  York  with  the  place  fixed  on  for  holding  the 
court  has  embarrassed  the  institution  of  it;  and  Mr.  Holten  &  myself 
some  days  since,  signed  a  Letter,  jointly  with  the  Agents  of  N  York,  to 
Mr.  Wythe,  copy  whereof  is  inclosed.2  This  measure  was  agreed  to  by 
the  four  Delegates  of  Massachusetts  when  we  were  all  here.  We  have 
the  acceptance  of  Mr.  Wythe,  and  if  his  engagements  will  not  permit 
him  to  come  northerly,  we  now  have  the  engagement  of  N.  York  to  go 
to  him.  You  ask  why  the  commission  has  not  been  made  out.  The 
mode  of  conducting  the  business  in  Pennsylvania  8c  Connecticut  has 
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become  a  precedent  and  there,  one  commission  only  was  made  nam- 
ing all  the  Judges,  an  attested  copy  whereof  was  put  to  each  Judge,  the 
original  commission  delivered  to  the  Court,  and  returned  by  them  to 
Congress  with  an  indorsed  certificate  that  they  had  executed  the 
Trust.  By  the  second  agreement  between  M.  &  NY.  provision  is  made 
for  supplying  Judges  in  the  place  of  such  of  those  originally  named  as 
shd.  decline — two  have  declined,  and  no  answer  received  from  a 
third.  Two  Delegates  can  not  supply  these  Vacancies — a  commission 
therefore  cannot  issue — from  the  situation  of  the  cause  it  will  be  diffi- 
cult, and  uncertain  whether  you  will  be  able,  to  try  it  in  June.  Dotr. 
Johnson  is  of  this  opinion — the  Agents  of  N  York  propose  to  defer  the 
Trial  until  the  fall. 

I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be  tried  in  June — pray  inform  me  of  your 
sentiments. 

With  great  consideration,  Your  Obt.  servt.  R  King 

RC  (MH-H:  bMS  Am  1582). 

1  For  the  responses  of  the  'Judges  of  the  federal  Court,"  see  Massachusetts  and  New 
York  Agents  to  James  Monroe,  December  28,  1784,  note  3. 

'-  See  Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents  to  George  Wythe,  April  9. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  John  Adams 

My  dear  Sir,  New  York  April  14th.  1785 

The  desire  of  paying  my  respects  to  an  old  and  excellent  friend 
compels  me  under  all  the  pressures  of  ill  health  and  much  business, 
to  avail  myself  of  Colo.  Smiths  secure  conveyance  to  take  up  my  pen. 
It  is  long  since  I  have  written  to  you,  but  much  longer  since  I  have  had 
the  honor  of  hearing  from  you,  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  both 
these  effects  have  been  produced  by  causes  not  fairly  within  our  con- 
troul — perhaps  the  same  obstructions  may  not  so  fully  prevail  here- 
after, and  if  they  do  not,  I  shall  be  happy. 

Whilst  I  congratulate  you  on  being  appointed  sole  Minister  to  so 
eminent  a  Court  as  that  of  London,  I  cannot  help  congratulating  my 
Country  at  the  same  time,  for  the  just  expectations  that  may  be 
formed  from  the  wisdom,  patriotism,  and  diligence  of  its  Minister. 
The  untoward  circumstances  in  which  both  countries  are  found  to  be 
placed,  may  have  arisen  from  a  neglect  of  decent  and  proper  respect 
having  been  heretofore  paid  by  each  to  the  other.  And  if  so,  this  ad- 
vance on  our  part,  may  lead  to  the  establishment  of  better  conduct 
and  happier  consequences.  That  it  may  be  so,  may  God,  of  his  infinite 
mercy,  grant.  So  far,  I  think  that  I  pray  devoutly  for  the  honorable  suc- 
cess of  your  Mission.  Colo.  Smith  can  give  you  so  accurate  a  state  of 
things  here  that  it  seems  not  necessary  for  me  to  enlarge  on  them — 
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but  with  respect  to  this  Gentleman,  and  his  appointment,  permit  me 
to  observe,  that  his  established  reputation  is  that  of  a  Man  of  honor, 
of  sense,  and  of  very  tried  attachments  to  the  success  of  our  Union. 
His  appointment  (I  mean  the  Office)  Seems,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  investigate  it,  from  a  wish  to  shew  respect  to  the  Court  of  London, 
by  an  exact  observance  of  all  forms  in  such  cases  practised. 

I  believe  that  Congress  will  adjourn  (leaving  a  Committee  of  the 
States)  in  June  next.  So  that  when  you  find  leisure  and  inclination  to 
honor  me  with  a  letter,  by  sending  it  to  the  house  of  Wallace,  Johnson 
&  Muir,  my  Correspondents  in  the  City  of  London,  they  will  forward 
your  letter  safely  to  me. 

I  heartily  wish  you  every  honor  and  success  in  life  that  you  can  wish 
yourself. 

Your  affectionate  friend.  Richard  Henry  Lee 

RC  (MHi:  Adams  Family  Papers). 


Hugh  Williamson  to  Thomas  Hutchins 

Sir,  New  York  1 4th  April  1 785 

The  grand  Committee  have  reported  the  Ordinance  for  the  Land 
Office.  It  was  reported  on  Tuesday,  obtain 'd  its  first  Reading  on  its 
Passage  to  day  and  may  probably  obtain  its  second  &  third  during  the 
next  Week.1  The  Order  for  raising  Troops,  700  men,  has  passed.2  The 
Plan  proposed  in  the  Ordinance,  now  on  its  Passage,  is  to  have  a  Ge- 
ographer for  the  U  S  and  thirteen  or  more  Surveyors  under  his  Direc- 
tion. No  other  Officers  are  proposed.  The  Treasury  &  Officers  of  the 
Loans  in  difft.  States  are  to  mannage  the  Mony  matters.  The  Geogra- 
pher is  to  see  that  the  Surveyors  execute  their  Work  with  some  degree 
of  accuracy  &  to  make  out  a  Map  of  the  Country  from  their  Works.  It 
is  very  doubtful  how  we  shall  agree  to  have  the  Surveyors  appointed, 
whether  Congress  will  do  that  Business  or  leave  it  for  you.  We  certainly 
shall  wish  that  the  Work  be  entered  on  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Is  it  true  that  you  are  setting  out  for  the  Western  Country?  If  you 
have  Business  that  calls  you  to  the  Westward,  would  it  not  be  proper  to 
signify  to  Congress,  by  a  formal  application  your  desire  of  going;3  for 
in  that  Case  if  they  conceive  that  they  have  immediate  occasion  for 
your  Services,  they  will  so  say.  Should  you  be  wanted  in  8  or  10  days  it 
would  be  inconvenient  to  send  for  you  to  Fort  Pit  &  the  National  Busi- 
ness at  a  stand  during  that  Space.  I  have  mentioned  this  because  I 
have  just  seen  a  Paragraph  in  a  News  Paper  mentioning  that  you  was 
in  a  few  days  to  set  out  to  run  the  Line  of  Pensylvania. 

Mrs.  Romayn  requests  me  to  give  you  her  Compliments.  I  am,  Sir, 
Your  hble  Servt.  Hu  Williamson 
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RC  (NjMoHP:  Lloyd  VV.  Smith  Collection). 

1  See  Joseph  Gardner  to  George  Bryan,  March  19,  note  1,  and  the  following  entry, 
note  1. 

-  See  Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States,  April  12,  note  I . 

1  Geographer  Hutchins  had  written  to  Congress  on  Match  7  announcing  his  return 
to  New  York  following  the  completion  of  his  work  in  running  the  southern  boundary 
line  between  western  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  and  thai  he  was  awaiting  their  furthei 
command.  Since  then  the  Pennsylvania  Council  had  named  him  along  with  Dr.  John 
Ewing  a  commissioner  "to  run  and  mark"  the  western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
had  instructed  its  congressional  delegates  to  determine  whether  Congress  wished  to 
nominate  any  other  commissioners  to  cooperate  in  this  sin  \e\. 

Apparently  in  response  to  this  letter  from  Williamson,  Hutchins  wrote  a  letter  to  Con- 
gress on  April  21  asking  whether  they  "have  any  Objection  to  my  assisting  in  the  above 
Work,"  which  was  referred  to  the  same  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Council's  query.  The  committee  immediately  recommended  against  Hutchins' 
proposed  work  for  Pennsylvania,  but  the  matter  was  not  acted  upon  until  Congress 
reached  a  decision  on  a  western  land  ordinance  and  whether  Hutchins'  appointment  as 
Geographer  of  the  United  States  would  be  continued,  which  was  decided  on  May  27.  At 
that  time  Congress  resolved  that  Hutchins  continue  in  office  "for  a  term  not  exceeding 
three  years,  and  that  he  be  allowed  .  .  .  six  dollars  per  day,  for  his  services  and  expenses," 
and  named  nine  surveyors  to  assist  him  in  implementing  the  new  land  ordinance.  See 
PCC,  item  60,  fols.  177-84,  item  69,  2:491-94;  andJCQ  28:291,  398. 


William  Grayson  to  George  Washington 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  Apl.  15th.  1785. 

I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  by  Post  the  10th  of  March 
last  in  answer  to  your  favor  of  the  22nd  of  January,  &  I  hope  my  letter 
has  before  this  got  safe  to  hand. 

On  my  being  appointed  one  of  the  Commee.  for  draughting  the 
Ordnance  for  ascertaining  the  mode  of  disposing  of  lands  in  the  West- 
ern territory,  the  President  was  kind  enough  to  furnish  me  with  an  ex- 
tract of  your  letter  to  him  on  the  subject  of  the  back  Country,  which 
now  induces  me  to  conclude  it  will  be  agreable  to  you  to  be  informed 
of  the  farther  progress  of  this  important  business.1 

The  Ordnance  was  reported  to  Congress  three  days  ago,  &  ordered 
to  be  printed,  &  I  now  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  sending  you  a 
copy;  The  idea  of  a  sale  by  public  Vendue,  in  such  large  quantities,  ap- 
pears at  first  view  eccentric,  &  objectionable;  I  shall  therefore  mention 
to  you  the  reasons  which  those  who  are  advocates  for  the  measure 
offer  in  it's  support;  They  say  this  cannot  be  avoided  witht.  affording 
an  undue  advantage  to  those  whose  contiguity  to  the  territory  has 
giv'n  them  an  opportunity  of  investigating  the  qualities  of  the  land; 
That  there  certainly  must  be  a  difference  in  the  value  of  the  lands  in 
different  parts  of  the  Country,  and  that  this  difference  cannot  be  as- 
certained witht.  an  actual  survey  in  the  first  instance  &  a  sale  by  com- 
petition in  the  next. 
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That  with  respect  to  the  quantity  of  land  offered  for  sale  in  a  town- 
ship, it  will  not  have  the  effect  of  injuring  the  poorer  class  of  people, 
or  of  establishing  monopolies  in  speculators  &  ingrossers:  That  expe- 
rience is  directly  agt.  the  inference,  for  that  the  Eastern  States,  where 
lands  are  more  equally  divided  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Conti- 
nent were  generally  settled  in  that  manner;  That  the  idea  of  a  town- 
ship with  the  temptation  of  a  support  for  religion  8c  education  holds 
forth  an  inducement  for  neighbourhoods  of  the  same  religious  senti- 
ments to  confederate  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  and  settling  to- 
gether; That  the  Southern  mode  would  defeat  this  end  by  introducing 
the  idea  of  indiscriminate  locations  8c  settlements,  which  would  have  a 
tendency  to  destroy  all  those  inducemts.  to  emigration  which  are  de- 
rived from  friendships,  religion  and  relative  connections;  That  the 
same  consequence  would  result  from  sales  in  small  quantities  under 
the  present  plan; 

That  the  advantages  of  an  equal  representation,  the  effect  of  laying 
off  the  country  in  this  manner;  The  exemption  from  controversy  on 
account  of  bounds  to  the  latest  ages;  the  fertility  of  the  lands;  the  facil- 
ities of  communication  with  the  Atlantic  through  a  variety  of  chan- 
nels, as  also  with  the  Brittish  &  Spaniards;  the  fur  8c  peltry  trade;  & 
the  right  of  forming  free  governments  for  themselves,  must  solicit  em- 
igrants from  all  parts  of  the  world,  &  insure  a  settlement  of  the  coun- 
try in  the  most  rapid  manner;  That  speculators  8c  ingrossers,  if  they 
purchase  the  lands  in  the  first  instance  cannot  long  retain  them  on  ac- 
count of  the  high  price  they  will  be  obliged  to  give  8c  the  consequent 
loss  of  interest  while  remaining  in  their  hands  uncultivated; 

That  if  they  however  should  make  money  by  ingrossing,  the  great 
design  of  the  land  office  is  answered  which  is  revenue;  and  that  this 
cannot  affect  any  but  European  emigrants  or  those  who  were  not  at 
hand  to  purchase  in  the  first  instance;  that  if  it  is  an  evil,  it  will  cure  it- 
self, which  has  been  the  case  in  Lincoln  County  Virginia,  where  the 
lands  were  first  in  the  hands  of  Monopolists:  but  who  were  forced  to 
part  with  them  from  a  reguard  to  the  general  defense. 

That  the  expence  &  delay  would  be  too  great  to  divide  the  territory 
into  fractional  parts  by  actual  surveys,  and  if  this  is  not  done  sales  at 
public  vendue  cannot  be  made,  as  witht.  a  previous  knowledge  of  the 
quality  of  the  lands  no  comparative  estimate  can  be  form'd  between 
different  undivided  moieties; 

That  the  offering  a  small  number  of  townships  for  sale  at  a  time  is 
an  answer  to  the  objection  on  account  of  delay,  and  at  the  same  time 
it  prevents  the  price  from  being  diminished  on  acct.  of  the  Markets 
being  overstocked. 

That  the  present  plan  excludes  all  the  formalities  of  warrants,  en- 
tries, locations,  returns  8c  caveats,  as  the  first  8c  last  process  is  a  deed. 
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That  it  supercedes  the  necessity  of  Courts  for  the  determination  of 
disputes,  as  well  as  that  of  creating  new  officers  for  carrying  the  plan 
into  execution;  That  the  mode  oflaying  out  the  same  in  squares  is  at- 
tended with  the  least  possible  expence,  there  being  only  two  sides  of 
the  square  to  run  in  almost  all  cases.  That  the  expence  will  be  repaid  to 
the  Continent  in  a  ten:fold  ratio,  by  preventing  fraud  in  the  Surveyors. 

That  the  drawing  for  the  townships  and  sending  them  on  to  the  dif- 
ferent States  is  conformable  to  the  principles  of  the  government,  one 
State  having  an  equal  right  to  the  best  lands  at  it's  market  with  the 
other:  as  also  of  disposing  of  its  public  securities  in  that  way. 

That  if  the  Country  is  to  be  settled  out  of  the  bowels  of  the  Atlantic 
States  it  is  but  fair  the  idea  of  each  State's  contributing  it's  proportion 
of  emigrants  should  be  countenanced  by  measures  operating  for  that 
purpose. 

That  if  the  plan  should  be  found  by  experience  to  be  wrong,  it  can 
easily  be  altered  by  reducing  the  quantities  &  multiplying  the  surveys. 

These  were  the  principal  reasonings  on  the  Commee.  in  favor  of 
the  measure  and  on  which  it  would  give  me  great  satisfaction  to  have 
your  sentiments,2  as  it  involves  consequences  of  the  most  extensive  na- 
ture, and  is  still  liable  to  be  rejected  altogether  by  Congress,  or  to  be 
so  altered  as  to  clear  it  of  the  exceptionable  parts;  perhaps  the  present 
draught  might  have  been  less  objectionable,  if  we  had  all  have  had  the 
same  views.  Some  gentlemen  looked  upon  it  as  a  matter  of  revenue 
only  &  that  it  was  true  policy  to  get  the  money  witht.  parting  with  in- 
habitants to  populate  the  Country  &  thereby  prevent  the  lands  in  the 
original  states  from  depreciating.  Others  (I  think)  were  afraid  of  an 
interference  with  the  lands  now  at  market  in  the  individual  States: 
part  of  the  Eastern  Gentlemen  wish  to  have  the  lands  sold  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  suit  their  own  people  who  may  chuse  to  emigrate,  of 
which  I  believe  there  will  be  great  numbers  particularly  from  Con- 
necticut: But  others  are  apprehensive  of  the  consequences  which  may 
result  from  the  new  States  taking  their  position  in  the  Confederacy. 
They  perhaps  wish  that  this  event  may  be  delayed  as  long  as  possible. 
Seven  hundred  men  are  agreed  on,  in  Congress,  to  be  raised  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  settlers  on  the  Western  frontiers  &  prevent- 
ing unwarrantable  intrusions  on  the  public  lands,  &  for  guarding  the 
public  stores. 

I  must  now  apologize  to  you  for  the  length  of  this  letter;  the  subject 
appeared  to  me  of  the  greatest  consequence  &  I  was  desirous  you 
might  have  the  fullest  information  thereon;  As  the  communicating  a 
report  of  a  Commee.  while  under  the  deliberation  of  Congress  is  agt. 
rule,  I  shall  thank  you  to  retain  the  possession  of  it  yourself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  Yr.  Affect,  friend  8c 
Most  Obed  servt.  Willm.  Grayson 
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RC  (DLC:  Washington  Papers). 

1  Washington's  March  15  letter  to  Richard  Henry  Lee  is  in  Washington,  Papers 
(Abbot),  Confederation  Series,  2:437-38.  On  March  4  Congress  had  taken  up  Thomas 
Jefferson's  report  of  April  30,  1784,  which  had  been  entered  on  the  journals  May  28  but 
had  not  been  considered  again  before  Congress  adjourned  June  3.  See  Jefferson  to 
James  Madison,  April  25,  1784,  note  2.  The  proposed  ordinance  then  began  a  rigorous 
evolution  from  its  March  2  broadside  printing  by  John  Dunlap  until  its  emergence  in  its 
fifth  and  final  form  on  May  20.  After  reading  the  ordinance  for  the  first  and  second 
time  on  March  4  and  16,  Congress  referred  it  to  a  grand  committee  of  which  Grayson 
was  a  key  member.  The  committee's  modified  ordinance  was  first  read  April  12  and  or- 
dered printed,  but  was  recommitted  this  day.  After  lengthy  debate  April  20-26,  the  con- 
siderably altered  ordinance  was  entered  on  the  journals  then  recommitted  again.  De- 
bate continued  until  it  was  resolved  on  the  29th  that  with  only  eight  states  in  attendance 
the  plan  "cannot  be  compleated  without  a  fuller  representation  of  the  States."  Nonethe- 
less, Congress  resumed  consideration  briefly  May  2  in  the  committee  of  the  whole  and 
again  in  Congress  May  3-6.  It  was  not  until  nine  states  were  represented  on  May  18  that 
Congress  entered  into  debate  over  the  third  reading  and  after  final  amendments  passed 
the  ordinance  on  the  20th.  On  May  26  printer  John  Dunlap  prepared  500  copies  for 
distribution.  SeeJCC,  28:114,  165,  251-56,  264,  268n,  284-85,  290-96,  298-303,  309-10, 
316-19,  322-23,  326-29,  335-40,  342-43,  365,  370-73,  375-81,  29:917  (no.  454),  918 
(no.  459),  920,  (no.  468),  923  (nos.  477-78). 

2  For  which,  see  Washington,  Papers  (Abbot),  Confederation  Series,  2:519-21. 


Rufus  King  to  Timothy  Pickering 

Dear  Sir  New  York  15th  Ap.  1785. 

The  best  return  in  my  power  to  make  you  for  your  ingenious  com- 
munications on  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  western  territory,  is  to 
inclose  for  your  examination  the  form  of  an  ordinance  reported  to 
Congress  on  the  subject — you  will  find  thereby  that  your  ideas  have 
had  weight  with  the  committee  who  reported  this  ordinance;1  and  I 
have  only  to  add  that  I  shall  hold  myself  particularly  obliged  by  your 
farther  communications  on  this  subject.  I  likewise  inclose  you  the  Re- 
port of  a  committee  on  a  motion  for  the  exclusion  of  Slavery  from  the 
New  States.2  Your  Ideas  on  this  unjustifiable  practice,  are  so  just  that  It 
would  be  impossible  to  differ  from  them.  I  shall  receive  a  farther 
proof  of  your  goodness,  if  you  can  procure  and  send  me  a  pamphlet 
written  in  Pennsylvania  by  Doctr.  Smith  upon  the  Connecticut  claim 
to  Western  Territory  about  the  year  1773.3  I  am  told  your  Attorney 
Genl.  or  Mr.  Sargent  has  a  copy  of  this  pamphlet. 

Mr.  Gerry  writes  me  that  his  Draft  on  Mr.  Russel  for  400  Dols.  has 
been  sent  on  to  Mr.  Russel  &  paid.  It  was  the  intention  of  Mr.  Gerry  & 
myself  that  his  draft  shd.  be  recalled  and  mine  substituted  in  its 
place — pray  let  my  Draft  be  forwarded  to  Mr.  Russel,  and  then  the 
business  will  stand  right. 

With  great  respect,  Your  obt.  servt.  Rufus  King 
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RC  (MHi:  Pickering  Papers). 

1  Pickering  had  sent  King  some  "loose  hints"  on  the  western  land  ordinance  before 
Congress,  a  draft  of  which  had  been  sent  to  him  by  Elbridge  Gei  rv  with  a  request  to  for- 
ward any  thoughts  he  had  on  the  subject  to  King.  Pickering  to  King,  March  8,  1785, 
Pickering  Papers,  5:347A-51,  MHi. 

2  For  King's  motion  on  slavery,  which  was  referred  on  March  16  to  a  committee  con- 
sisiing  of  himself,  William  tilery,  and  David  Howell,  who  reported  on  April  6,  see  JCC, 
28:164-65,  239.  King's  committee  report  is  in  PCC,  item  31.  fols.  329-31.  It  appears  not 
to  have  been  taken  up  at  this  time,  but  was  later  incorporated  into  the  ordinance  for 
the  government  of  the  northwest  territory  adopted  July  13,  1787. 

:1  That  is,  William  Smith,  An  Explanation  of  the  Connecticut  Claim  i<>  Lands  in  Pennsylva- 
nia (Philadelphia:  Joseph  Crukshank,  1774).  Evans,  Am.  Bibliography,  no.  13,629. 


Charles  Thomson  to 
John  Hancock  and  Meshech  Weare 

Sir,  Secretary's  Office  April  15th.  1785 

Herewith  you  will  receive  an  Act  of  Congress  on  a  petition  of  Mr. 
Jonathan  Eddy  and  other  refugees  from  Nova  Scotia,  which  your  Ex- 
cellency will  be  pleased  to  recommend  to  the  attention  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  your  State  and  communicate  to  the  persons  concerned.1 

I  also  enclose  an  Act  of  the  13th  empowering  States  which  have  set- 
tled with  their  respective  lines  on  the  principles  of  the  Act  enclosed  of 
June  1st  1784,  to  charge  the  United  States  with  the  payments  made, 
provided  the  services  shall  not  have  been  settled  for  by  the  paymaster 
General.2 

As  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have  been  pleased  by  a 
late  Ordinance,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  Copy,3  to  make 
it  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress  "to  transmit  to  the 
several  States  all  Acts,  Ordinances,  resolutions  and  recommendations 
of  Congress  and  to  correspond  with  the  States  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving communications  from  them  relative  to  the  execution  of  the 
same"  I  trust  your  Excellency  will  favour  me  with  an  answer  that  I  may 
make  report  thereof  conformably  to  the  said  Ordinance. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  Excellency's  &c. 

C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "His  Excelly.  The  President  of  N.  Hampshire, 
Governor  of  Massachusetts." 

1  For  the  enclosed  April  13  resolution  concerning  Eddy  and  a  number  of  Nova  Sco- 
tian  refugees  who  had  been  exiled  because  of  their  support  of  the  American  revolt 
against  Britain,  see  JCC,  27:377n,  28:200-201,  258.  They  were  essentially  recommended 
to  the  benevolence  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire  and  promised  grants  of  fed- 
eral land  whenever  Congress  was  in  a  position  to  begin  disposing  of  the  public  domain. 

2  See  the  following  entry. 
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3  That  is,  the  March  31  "Ordinance  for  the  regulation  of  the  Office  of  the  Secretary 
of  Congress,"  for  which  seeJCC,  28:212-14. 


Charles  Thomson  to  the  States 

Sir  Secretary's  Office  April  15th.  1785 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  Act  of  Congress  passed  the  13th,  em- 
powering the  States  which  shall  have  settled  with  their  respective  lines 
on  the  principles  of  the  Act  of  the  1st  June  1784,  of  which  I  also  en- 
close a  Copy,  to  charge  the  United  States  with  the  payments  made, 
provided  the  services  shall  not  have  been  settled  for  by  the  paymaster 
General.1 

With  great  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  Excellency's  &c. 

C.  T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed  to  the  governors  or  presidents  of  the  states  from 
Rhode  Island  to  Georgia.  Cf.  the  preceding  entry, 
i  See  JCC,  28:261. 


William  Hindman  to  William  Paca 

My  dear  Sir  New-York  April  18th.  1785 

When  Leisure  8c  Inclination  will  admit  I  should  be  made  very  happy 
in  hearing  from  You,  were  it  only  to  inform  Me  of  Your's  and  our 
Friends  Hea[l]ths,  8c  what  are  the  Pleasures  and  Amusements  of  the 
Ladies  in  Annapolis.  Mr.  Harrison  Secretary  to  the  President1  re- 
quests Me  to  say  unto  You  that  He  is  in  the  Land  of  the  Living — He 
tells  Me  that  He  hears  Miss  Plater  8c  Miss  Lloyd  are  going  to  be  mar- 
ried to  the  two  Mr  Lownes's.  I  very  much  doubt  the  Lruth  of  it. 

You  will  herewith  receive  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  as  this  is  the  only  one  I  am  at 
present  possessed  of,  must  beg  the  Favor  of  You  to  shew  it  to  Mr.  S. 
Chase,  having  promised  to  transmit  him  one.  Should  You  choose  to 
become  an  Adventurer  in  that  Country,  the  most  advisable  Method 
will  be  to  purchase  Final  settlement  Certificates,  they  are  to  be  got 
here  at  2/9  in  the  pound,  and  think  it  probable  they  will  not  immedi- 
ately rise,  as  the  Senate  of  this  State  on  an  Addition  of  two  new  Mem- 
bers made  a  second  Attempt  to  carry  the  5  per  Ct.  Impost  recom- 
mended by  Congress,  which  was  rejected  by  a  greater  Majority  than 
before,  these  two  being  against  it. 

I  expect  Congress  will  take  up  the  Land  Report  in  a  few  Days.  They 
are  at  present  engaged  in  the  Report  on  the  Requisition  for  Supplies, 
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the  Committee  in  this  Apportionment  adopted  the  same  as  on  the 
Recommendation  to  the  States  to  provide  supplementary  Funds  for 
the  1,500,000.  As  this  Report  now  stands  We  pay  only  10%  of  the 
whole,  which  is  a  much  less  proportion  than  heretofore  required  of 
our  State.2  Virginia  will  oppose  it,  her  Ratio  being  encreased,  but 
think  it  probable  she  will  be  alone. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  Esteem,  Sincerely,  Yrs  &c 

Wm.  Hindman 

[PS.]  No  Minister  as  yet  chosen  for  the  Hague. 

RC  (MdAA:  Red  Books). 

1  That  is,  Pres.  Richard  Henry  Lee's  secretary  Joseph  Harrison. 

2  In  the  requisition  reported  by  the  grand  committee  on  March  31,  Maryland's  share 
was  actually  9.4%  ($283,034  of  $3,000,000),  as  compared  to  the  11.7%  share  she  had 
been  called  upon  to  provide  in  1782  ($933,996  of  $8,000,000),  which  also  provided  the 
basis  for  the  Continental  requisitions  for  1783  and  1784.  See  JCC,  26:194,  28:217, 
29:745. 


Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry 

My  Dear  Sir,  18th  April  1785 

I  enclose  you  the  Gazettes  which  contains  all  the  public  information 
received  by  the  Late  Packets.  We  are  going  on  with  moderation  in 
Congress — Land  Office  &  Requisition  now  occupy  us. 

Mrs.  Mercer  has  a  Letter  from  her  friend  in  London  mentioning 
the  Remittance  of  90,000  £  Stg.  from  the  Indies  by  her  Kinsman  Mr.  T. 
Mercer,  and  that  he  will  come  from  Bengali  to  America  in  a  ship  he 
has  in  that  Country  with  a  vast  and  valuable  cargoe.  She  bids  me  tell 
you  that  she  will  be  as  good  as  her  word  concerning  the  Silver  warm- 
ing pan.  The  Girls  are  well  and  desire  your  return.  Osgood  is  here;  he 
and  Livingston  have  appointed  our  friend  Duer  Secretary  to  the 
board  of  treasury  and  he  has  accepted.  Osgood  lives  with  Duer.  Mon- 
roe will  take  Mrs.  McCauleys  works  and  Hardy  desires  you  will  sub- 
scribe for  a  copy  for  him.1  I  thank  you  for  remembering  me.  The  pres- 
ident desires  me  to  send  to  Boston  for  a  copy  of  the  constitutions  of 
the  States.2  I  bought  a  copy  at  Shattucks  store  in  King  Street,  and 
there  were  then  a  number  remaining;  Pray  enquire  and  if  you  find  a 
copy  purchase  it  &  bring  it  on  with  you.  How  goes  the  election  of  Gov- 
ernor   ?  3  I  observe  in  a  Salem  Paper  that  you  are  balloted  for  as 

a  Senator.  I  hope  you  will  not  accept  such  an  appointment;  because  I 
wish  you  to  go  into  the  House  of  Representatives — there  I  suspect  you 
will  meet  our  late  Govr.  Hancock. 

But  I  close.  I  am  very  sincerely  my  dear  Sir  Your's,  RK 
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[P.S.]  I  inclose  you  the  New  York  Paper  of  this  Date — you  will  find  this 
state  have  opend  a  Land  Office  to  sell  the  Territory  in  Dispute  be- 
tween them  &  us.4  It  is  a  very  unfair  mode  of  procedure.  If  the  Legis- 
lature of  Mass.  was  now  sitting  I  should  advise  to  the  passing  a  Resolve 
directing  the  Govr.  to  issue  a  Proclamation  stating  the  dispute  be- 
tween the  two  States,  and  declaring  that  in  case  Mass.  recovered  the 
territory  she  would  not  hold  herself  bound  to  quiet  such  persons  in 
their  Titles  as  shd.  purchase  after  such  Notice. 

I  have  it  in  contemplation  to  move  congress  to  pass  some  Resolve 
on  the  Subject — if  passed  or  negatived  I  could  publish  it,  and  this 
would  prevent  a  rapid  sale.  RK 

RC  (NHi:  King  Collection). 

1  That  is,  Catharine  Macaulay's  History  of  England  from  the  Accession  of  James  I  to  that  of 
the  Brunswick  Line,  8  vols.  (London:  J.  Nourse,  1763-83). 

2  See  these  Letters,  16:584n.l. 

:'  For  an  analysis  of  this  election,  "the  first  really  contested  election  for  governor"  of 
Massachusetts  since  1780,  see  Van  Beck  Hall,  Politics  Without  Parties,  Massachusetts, 
1780-1791  (Pittsburgh:  University  of  Pittsburgh  Press,  1972),  pp.  132-38. 

4  The  April  1 8  issue  of  Loudon  !s  New  York  Packet  printed  the  "Act  to  facilitate  the  Settle- 
ment of  the  Waste  and  Unappropriated  Lands  within  this  state"  adopted  by  the  New 
York  Assembly  on  April  1 1.  Samuel  Loudon  changed  the  name  of  his  paper  to  The  New- 
York  Packet  with  the  May  16,  1785  issue. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  George  Washington 

Dear  Sir.  New  York,  April  18,  1785. 

I  should  before  this  have  thanked  you  for  your  favour  of  March 
15th,1  if  I  had  not  been  in  daily  expectation  that  the  arrival  of  the 
packets  would  bring  us  some  intelligence  from  Europe  worth  commu- 
nicating to  you;  the  February  packet  has  but  just  come  in  after  a  pas- 
sage of  eight  weeks,  and  neither  she  or  other  vessels  in  short  passages, 
bring  us  any  thing  interesting.  War  or  peace  in  Europe,  hangs  yet  in 
doubtful  balance;  both  parties  arming  with  assiduity,  and  nothing  de- 
termined upon.  Mr.  John  Adams,  is  sent  plenipotentiary  to  the  court 
of  London,  and  Mr.  Jefferson  is  the  minister  at  Versailles,  Dr.  Franklin 
having  leave,  at  his  own  request,  to  retire.  Returning  appearances  of 
good  humour,  and  a  proposition  first  made  by  the  British  court,  to 
treat  of  our  differences  in  London,  has  induced  hopes  of  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  disputes.  Mr.  Gardoque  is  not  arrived,  but  expected 
about  the  last  of  this  month  from  the  Havana,  to  which  place  he  went 
from  Spain  previous  to  his  coming  here.  If  the  commenced  bickering 
between  Madrid  and  London  on  the  Musquito  shore  should  go  on,  we 
may  probably  have  easier  work  with  both  courts  in  our  business  with 
them.  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  the  report  of  a  respectable 
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committee  on  the  subject  of  selling  the  western  lands,  which  has  not 
yet  been  acted  upon,  though  it  speedily  will.2  What  changes  may  be 
made  in  this  plan  before  it  finally  passes,  cannot  yet  be  told,  but  prob- 
ably there  will  be  some.  Your  idea  of  settling  a  state  at  a  time,  would 
most  certainly  be  the  wisest  and  the  best,  if  the  excessive  rage  for  tak- 
ing lands  there  could  be  possibly  restrained.  But  really  it  seems  that  ei- 
ther Congress  must  sell  quickly,  or  possession  will  be  so  taken  as  to 
render  doubtful  this  fine  fund  for  extinguishing  the  public  debt.  It 
has  been  impossible  to  get  a  vote  for  more  than  seven  hundred  men 
to  garrison  all  the  posts  to  be  fixed  in  the  trans-Alleghanian  country, 
from  north  to  south;  a  number  very  inadequate,  I  fear,  to  the  purpose 
of  even  suppressing  illegal  trespasses  upon  the  western  lands.  Our 
friend  the  Marquis  La  Fayette,  arrived  after  a  short  passage,  but  I  be- 
lieve it  was  a  very  boisterous  one.  Your  letter  for  Mr.  Lee  I  sent  after 
him  to  Virginia,3  whither  he  was  returning  before  I  received  it.  My 
best  respects  attend  your  lady. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  truest  esteem  and  regard,  dear  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servt. 

Richard  Henry  Lee 

MS  not  found;  reprinted  from  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Memoir  of  the  Life  of  Richard  Henry 
Lee,  2  vols.  (Philadelphia:  H.C.  Carey  and  I.  Lea,  1825),  2:63-64. 

1  See  Washington,  Papers  (Abbot),  Confederation  Series,  2:437-38. 

2  See  William  Crayson  to  Washington,  April  15,  note  1. 

3  Washington's  March  15  letter  to  Arthur  Lee  is  in  Washington,  Papers  (Abbot), 
2:436-37. 


William  Samuel  Johnson  to  Roger  Sherman 

Dr.  Sr.  New  York  April  20th.  1 785. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  by  Genl.  Woolcot,  that  you  are  not  coming  to  N. 
York,  as  Capt.  Wooster  gave  me  to  expect  you  would,  about  this  time.  I 
extremely  want  your  Opinion  &  Advice  relative  to  the  pursuing  Mrs. 
Woosters  Petition  before  Congress.1  The  difficulty  is  this.  Congress 
have  very  lately,  upon  the  Petition  of  Genl.  Thomas's  Widdow  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, fully  explain'd  the  Doubt  there  was,  whether  he  was  enti- 
tled to  Bridagiers  or  Colonel's  Pay,  deciding  it  in  favor  of  the  former. 
Thus,  one  of  the  grounds  of  Mrs.  Wooster's  Petition  is  effectually 
remov'd.  What  remains,  is,  only  that  the  State  of  Connecticut  will  not 
pay  it,  tho'  the  Requisition  of  Congress  is  as  full  as  they  can  make  it,  if 
they  sho'd  take  up  the  subject  again — And  is  it  to  be  presumed  that 
Congress  will  take  it  upon  themselves,  merely  because  Connecticut 
will  not  do  what  she  ought?  Nay  will  the  Finances  of  the  United  States 
admit  of  such  a  measure?  Yet  more,  can  they  do  it  when  the  other 
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States  have  actually  taken  upon  themselves,  &  are  now  in  the  Payment, 
of  similar  demands,  as  N  York  of  Mrs.  Montgomery,  N.  Jersey  of  Mrs. 
Barber,  8cc  &rc?  Would  not  this  derange  everything?  Will  not  the  mat- 
ter now  stand  solely  upon  the  ground,  8c  appear  in  the  light,  of  a  com- 
plaint against  the  State?  If  so,  can  I  advocate  it?  Will  not  everything  of 
this  Nature  come  with  a  very  111  Grace  from  a  Delegate  of  the  State?  Fi- 
nally, for  I  dare  not  presume  to  ask  any  more  Questions,  Is  it  not  most 
adviseable,  since  Congress  have  explain'd  the  only  doubt  there  was  in 
the  Case,  &  that  the  session  of  the  Genrl.  Assembly  is  so  near,  for  Mrs. 
Wooster  to  apply  once  more  to  the  Assembly  before  she  pursues  the 
matter  further  here.  Your  sentiments  upon  this  subject  would  give 
great  relief  to,  8c  extremely  oblige,  Dr.  Sr.,  Yr.  most  obedient  humble 
Servant,  Wm.  Saml.  Johnson 

[P.S.]  Genl.  Woolcot  will  tell  you  our  situation  here,  since  the  Blow  we 
have  rec'd  from  N  York.  I  am  loath  to  revive  the  Idea  of  so  severe  & 
fatal  a  defeat.2 

[P.P.S.]  After  I  had  written  the  within,  I  had  the  Honor  to  receive  your 
favour  of  the  12th  Inst! 3  That  I  had  nothing  agreeable  to  acquaint  you 
with,  must  be  my  Apology  for  not  writing,  8c  I  presumed  you  had  long 
since  heard  that  N  York  had,  in  Senate,  finally  rejected  the  5  per  Cent 
Impost.  It  will  not  be  resumed  again  this  Year.  Georgia  too  has  ne- 
glected to  grant  it.  In  consequence  whereof  a  most  respectable  Grand 
Jury  of  the  State,  have,  before  their  Supreme  Court,  Indicted  the 
whole  Legislature  of  a  high  handed  Misdemeanor.4  This  however,  will 
produce  no  immediate  benefit  to  the  United  States,  &  their  Credit 
must  for  the  present  languish.  Our  only  actual  rescource  is  the  West- 
ern Territory,  (for  I  consider  requisitions  as  extremely  precarious) 
this  we  have  been  diligently  at  work  upon  for  some  time,  8c  I  hope 
shall  now  soon  complete.5  I  think  I  may  assure  you,  it  will  be  settled  to 
sell  in  Townships,  of  about  7  Mile  Square,  to  be  divided  for  purpose  of 
sale  to  the  several  States,  to  be  disposed  of  at  Auction,  fixing  however 
a  price,  say  6/  per  Acre,  below  which  it  shall  not  go.  The  Army  also  to 
take  in  Townships.  I  could  wish  the  plan  you  propose  with  respect  to 
the  Impost  could  take  place,  but  it  is  so  bold  8c  decided  a  measure 
that  I  fear  we  are  not  at  present  sufficiently  in  Spirits  to  adopt  it.  The 
Cession  of  Connecticut  has  been  long  depending  before  a  Committee 
of  5,  most  of  whom  attend  with  reluctance,  but  when  they  meet  con- 
test it  with  vigour.6  It  will  nevertheless  be  pressed,  if  possible,  to  a  deci- 
sion. The  Massachusetts  Cession  has  been  just  now  Accepted  which  is 
no  unfavourable  circumstance.7  The  wish  is  that  we  would  Cede  the 
whole  of  our  right,  or  at  least  as  far  as  New  York  8c  Massachusetts  have 
done  viz:  to  a  Line  twenty  Miles  West  of  the  Streight  of  Niagara.  But  I 
am  of  Opinion  that  if  Connecticut  proceeds  in  the  affair  with  firmness 
8c  prudence,  she  may  yet  retain  the  Boundary  she  has  proposed,  but 
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something  must  be  determined  upon  soon,  for  the  reserved  Territory 
will  be  included  in  the  Sale  proposed  by  Congress,  except  that  part  of 
it  reserved  by  the  Indians.  The  runing  the  Western  Line  of  Pensilva- 
nia,  which  is  to  be  done  this  Spring,  will  give  us  clearer,  &  more  deter- 
minate Ideas  of  that  Country.  The  Case  of  Vermont  has  not  been  bro't 
before  Congress,  owing  to  its  having  been  depending  all  Winter  be- 
fore the  Legislature  of  this  State,  under  a  general  Expectation,  which 
had  taken  place,  that  they  would  declare  them  Independent  &  request 
Congress  to  receive  them  into  the  Union.  It  appears  now,  within  a  few 
days,  that  it  will  not  be  done  this  Session,  &:  why  Vermont  is  not  here 
to  pursue  the  matter  in  Congress  I  know  not. 

We  have  pretty  certain  Intelligence  that  the  Western  Inhabitants  of 
Virginia;  &  of  North  Carolina,  are  Erecting  themselves  into  seperate  & 
Independent  States.  This  renders  it  extremely  Necessary  that  the 
United  States  sho'd  take  immediate  Care  of  their  Western  Territory. 
Seven  hundred  Men  are  Recommended  to  be  raised  for  this,  &  other 
purposes.8  I  wish  this  Number  may  be  sufficient.  Mr.  Kirkland  has  just 
now  been  with  me.  He  appears  to  be  a  worthy,  &  well  informed  Man, 
&  I  sincerely  wish  he  could  be  reestablished  among  the  Indians.  I  shall 
certainly  do  all  in  my  power  to  give  facility  8c  effect  to  his  applications 
to  Congress.9  But  the  feeble  Finances  of  the  United  States  give  a 
check  to  every  liberal  8c  enlarged  Idea.  They  damp  the  Ardor  of  the 
generous,  8c  are  an  effectual  screen  for  the  illiberal  8c  contracted.  I  do 
not  despair,  however,  that  something  may  be  done.  Coll.  Cook  leaves 
us  tomorrow.10  I  beg  your  Influence  to  send  on  some  other  Gentle- 
men in  the  Delegation,  as  well  to  supply  his  place,  as  to  relieve  me 
that  I  may,  about  the  middle  of  May,  attend  the  Genl.  Assembly,  where 
I  have  business  of  Importance,  for  a  few  days,  after  which,  if  it  be  tho't 
expedient,  I  will  without  hesitation,  return  here  again,  &  am  with  the 
sincerest  Esteem  8c  Respect,  Dr.  Sr.,  Yr.  most  obedient  humble  Ser- 
vant, Wm.  Saml.  Johnson 

RC  (MHi:  Miscellaneous  Bound  Collection).  Addressed:  "Honorble.  Roger  Sherman 
Esqr.  New  Haven.  Honrd  by  Coll.  Cook." 

1  The  March  1 4  petition  of  Mary  Wooster,  widow  of  Gen.  David  Wooster,  which  was  re- 
ferred on  May  3  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Johnson,  William  Grayson,  and  David 
Howell,  is  in  PCC,  item  78,  24:511-13.  For  Congress'  adoption  of  the  committee's  rec- 
ommendation "That  it  be  recommended  to  the  State  of  Connecticut,  to  settle  with  and 
pay  the  widow  of  the  late  Brigadier  General  D.  Woosier,  the  seven  years  half-pay  of  a 
Brigadier  General,"  see  JCC,  28:334.  The  Connecticut  legislature  did  not  comply  with 
the  request,  however,  and  on  July  8  Congress  directed  the  board  of  treasury  to  compen- 
sate the  widow  from  requisition  funds  lor  1784  and  1785  received  by  the  commissioner 
of  the  loan  office  in  Connecticut.  See  PCC,  item  42,  8:334-40;  and  JCC,  29:499n,  519. 

'2  Thai  is,  by  the  rejection  of  the  Continental  impost  by  the  senate  of  New  York. 

3  Sherman's  letter  is  in  the  Johnson  Papers,  CtHi;  and  Lewis  Henry  Boutell,  The  Life  of 
Roger  Sherman  (Chic  ago:  A.C.  McClurg  and  Co.,  1896),  p.  345. 

4.  This  denunciation  of  the  Georgia  Assembly  had  been  largely  the  work  of  former 
Georgia  delegate  George  Walton,  chief  justice  of  the  state's  superior  court.  The  follow- 
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ing  presentment  of  the  grand  jury  for  Chatham  County  had  appeared  in  the  March  10 
issue  of  the  Gazette  of  the  State  <>/  Georgia. 

"We  the  Grand  Jin  \  foi  the  count)  aforesaid  upon  our  oaths  present:  1.  We  present, 
as  a  very  great  grievance,  the  inattention  <>l  the  Honourable  the  Legislature  to  the  req- 
uisition made  by  the  Honourable  the  ( longress  <>1  the  United  Stales  for  laying  an  impost 
ol  five  per  cent,  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  this  slate,  or  devising 
some  other  mode  adequate  to  the  establishment  of  a  fund  for  the  support  of  the  pub- 
lick  credit,  and  payment  of  that  part  of  the  debt  which  we  may  owe  to  those  friendly 
powers  who,  on  the  faith  of  the  States,  supported  us  during  the  Revolution,  and  en- 
abled us  to  obtain  our  glorious  Independence.  The  requisition  of  Congress  is  founded, 
in  equity  and  justice,  nor  can  we  reasonably  expect  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  the 
Union,  unless  we  contribute  to  its  support.  We  therefore  apprehend  a  noncompliance 
on  the  part  of  our  state  will  disgrace  us  as  a  people,  and  ultimately  tend  to  destroy  our 
credit  at  home  and  abroad." 

"No  state,"  Walton  went  on  to  argue  in  his  charge  to  the  grand  jury,  "can  expect  the 
advantages  of  the  Union,  without  contributing  to  its  support:  and  upon  that  principle, 
it  is  to  be  lamented,  that  the  Legislature  of  this  state  has  so  long  delayed  to  grant  the 
duty  required  by  Congress,  and  which  has  been  come  into  by  most  of  the  other  states." 

For  Georgia's  struggle  over  Congress'  appeals  for  authority  to  levy  an  impost,  and  the 
state's  fiscal  support  of  Congress  following  the  end  of  the  war  in  the  south,  see  Kenneth 
Coleman,  The  American  Revolution  in  Georgia,  1763-1789  (Athens:  University  of  Georgia 
Press,  1958),  pp.  254-57. 

5  See  William  Grayson  to  George  Washington,  April  15,  note  1. 

6  See  Connecticut  Delegates  to  Matthew  Griswold,  February  24,  note  4. 

7  See  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  the  Massachusetts  Assembly,  February  12,  note  12. 
x  See  Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States,  April  12. 

9  Samuel  Kirkland's  April  6  petition  for  compensation  for  more  than  eight  year's 
service  as  missionary  to  the  Six  Nations  was  referred  this  day  to  a  committee  consisting 
of  David  Howell,  Samuel  Holten,  and  Johnson.  PCC,  item  41,  5:45-48.  For  the  commit- 
tee's report  on  April  25,  and  Congress'  adoption  on  June  1  of  three  of  the  committee's 
recommendations  for  reimbursing  Kirkland,  see  JCC,  28:285n,  297n,  306-7,  407.  See 
also  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Samuel  Adams,  April  7,  note  2. 

10  In  his  accounts  with  the  state  of  Connecticut  as  a  delegate  to  Congress,  Cooke 
claimed  compensation  for  travel  and  attendance  for  the  period  November  22,  1784,  to 
April  22,  1785,  and  May  12  to  October  28,  1785.  These  accounts  also  show  expenses  for 
room  and  board  in  Trenton  from  November  30  to  December  24,  1784,  and  "in  N.  York 
from  Jany.  13th  to  April  20th  inclusive."  Revolutionary  War  Collection,  Ct.  Secretary 
Thomson's  journals  indicate  only  that  Cooke  originally  took  his  seat  in  Congress  on  De- 
cember 2,  1 784.  JCC,  27:654. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Jonathan  Eddy 

Sir:  New  York,  21  April,  1785. 

The  enclosed  is  a  resolution  of  Congress1  I  wish  it  had  been  more 
in  your  favor,  but  it  is  all  that  can  be  done  for  you  here  at  present.  The 
Secretary  of  Congress  has  forwarded  to  the  Governor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts an  official  copy  of  said  resolution,  yet  I  thought  it  advisable 
to  give  you  this  notice;  no  doubt  you  will  observe  it  is  not  attested  by 
the  Secretary,  (he  being  gone  to  Philadelphia)  I  thought  it  not  mate- 
rial, as  you  may  no  doubt,  if  necessary,  have  a  copy  attested  by  the  Sec- 
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retary  of  Massachusetts.  I  wish  you  to  believe  that  I  have  not  been  inat- 
tentive to  your  affairs,  notwithstanding  the  resolution  may  not  fully 
come  up  to  your  expectations. 

I  am  with  real  respect,  your  most  obedient,  S.  Holten. 

MS  not  found;  reprinted  from  the  Maine  Historical  Magazine  9  (January  1894):  66-67. 

1  For  this  April  13  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Eddy  and  a  number  of  Nova  Scotian 
refugees,  see  Charles  Thomson  to  John  Hancock  and  Meshech  Weare,  April  15,  note  1. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Job  Whipple 

Sir,  New  York,  21st  April,  1785 

A  few  days  since,  I  invited  the  attention  of  Congress,  to  the  report  of 
the  committee  upon  your  memorial;1  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary at  war,  to  report  some  genl  Resolutions  to  releive  all  persons  in 
similar  circumstances;  so  that  I  think  the  prospect  is  in  your  favor;  but 
when  it  will  get  through  such  a  body  as  Congress  is  uncertain. 

I  wish  you  to  inform  Mr.  Josiah  Converse,  of  Danvers,  that  his 
memorial  is  in  the  same  situation  as  your  own.2 

I  thought  it  adviseable  to  give  you  this  notice;  and  be  assured  that  it 
will  always  give  me  pleasure  to  render  you  services. 

I  remain,  with  real  respect,  your  friend  &  humble  servant 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  For  Whipple's  memorial  and  the  April  18  committee  report  on  it,  see  Holten  to 
Whipple,  December  29,  1784,  note. 

2  Ibid. 


Charles  Thomson  to  John  Jay 

Dear  Sir  Philadelphia  22.  April  1785 

I  received  yesterday  the  enclosed  letter  from  general  Washington, 
by  which  you  will  perceive  the  difficulty  he  is  under  with  respect  to  the 
list  of  Slaves  which  were  sent  from  New  York.1 

As  it  may  be  necessary  for  the  Minister  of  the  US  at  the  court  of  Lon- 
don in  the  course  of  his  Negotiations  to  have  this  list  or  a  copy  thereof, 
and  as  the  general  thinks  it  unsafe  to  send  the  original  by  the  mail,  and 
it  is  not  in  his  power  to  make  a  copy  (indeed  it  is  unreasonable  to  ex- 
pect he  should)  and  as  he  wishes  to  keep  either  the  original  or  a  copy  to 
prevent  a  chasm  in  his  files,  I  submit  it  to  you  whether  it  would  not  be 
proper  to  send  down  a  clerk  to  take  a  copy  and  to  bring  up  either  it  or 
the  original  as  you  may  judge  proper,  leaving  the  Other  with  him.- 
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I  am  busily  engaged  in  preparing  for  my  removal  8c  hope  to  be  with 
you  the  first  week  in  May.  You  mentioned  your  having  some  things 
here  which  you  wished  to  have  sent  round:  as  I  shall  send  my  furni- 
ture by  water,3  if  you  think  proper  to  make  use  of  that  conveyance,  I 
shall  be  glad  of  a  line  as  speedily  as  possible,  directing  me  where  to 
apply  for  what  you  wish  to  have  sent. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Your  affectionate  friend  &  hum- 
ble Sert  Cha  Thomson 

FC  (DNA:  PCC,  item  55).  In  the  hand  of  Charles  Thomson. 

1  Washington's  April  5  letter  to  Thomson  is  in  Washington,  Papers  (Abbot),  Confeder- 
ation Series,  2:482.  He  had  been  told,  he  explained,  that  his  list  of  slaves  taken  when 
the  British  evacuated  New  York  was  a  duplicate  copy,  but  that  Jacob  Read  had  since  dis- 
covered this  to  be  a  misunderstanding  and  that  Congress  had  need  of  it.  Considering 
the  difficulties  and  hazards  involved  in  sending  the  list  to  New  York,  Washington  sug- 
gested that  it  might  be  duplicated  from  records  in  the  possession  of  two  of  the  commis- 
sioners responsible  for  compiling  it,  Egbert  Benson  and  William  Stephens  Smith,  who 
were  in  New  York  and  easily  accessible  to  Congress.  He  concluded,  therefore,  that  he 
should  await  further  word  from  Congress  before  taking  action.  See  also  Jacob  Read  to 
Washington,  March  9,  notes  1-2. 

2  In  his  April  27  response,  Jay  concluded  that  he  must  leave  the  matter  to  Congress' 
determination  since  sending  a  clerk  to  Mount  Vernon  would  entail  considerable  ex- 
pense. But  not  until  August  19  was  he  directed  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  list  for  transmittal 
to  John  Adams  in  London.  See  PCC,  item  80,  1:145-46;  and/CC,  29:648. 

3  See  Thomson's  List,  May  9?  1785,  note. 


Charles  Thomson  to  George  Washington 

Dear  Sir,  Philadelphia  22  April  1785 

I  received  yesterday  your  letter  of  the  5  and  as  the  subject  therein 
referred  to  belongs  to  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  I  have  trans- 
mitted it  to  Mr  Jay.1 

I  have  no  doubt  but  the  Minister  who  is  to  negotiate  with  the  court 
of  London  will  have  occasion  for  the  list;  but  as  it  would  not  be  safe  to 
trust  a  paper  of  such  importance  to  the  common  conveyance  by  the 
post,  and  as  it  is  proper  that  you  should  keep  either  the  original  or  a 
copy  to  prevent  a  chasm  in  your  files,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  sug- 
gesting to  Mr  Jay  the  propriety  of  sending  one  of  his  clerks  to  take  a 
copy  &  to  bring  up  either  it  or  the  original  leaving  the  other  with  you. 
The  last  time  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  I  entertained,  &  I  be- 
lieve expressed  a  fond  hope  that  measures  would  speedily  be  adopted 
to  enable  you,  without  much  trouble  &  without  putting  you  to  any  ex- 
pence,  to  have  your  files  arranged,  copied  8c  secured  so  as  to  be  pre- 
served from  danger  or  accident.  I  consider  them  as  invaluable  docu- 
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merits  from  which  future  historians  will  derive  light  &  knowledge.  I 
consider  it  as  a  most  fortunate  circumstance  that  through  all  your 
dangers  and  difficulties  you  have  happily  preserved  them  entire.  And 
although  the  adjournment  which  took  place  last  Summer  and  the  sub- 
sequent removals  since  the  meeting  in  November  have  prevented 
Congress  from  adopting  the  measure  I  wished,  yet  I  trust  they  will  at  a 
convenient  time  attend  to  the  subject,  and  take  proper  steps  for  pre- 
serving so  invaluable  a  treasure. 

I  am  now  busily  employed  in  preparations  for  the  removal  of  my 
family  to  New  York.  If  there  be  any  thing  in  which  I  can  serve  you  I 
hope  you  will  command  me.  Mrs.  Thomson  joins  in  respects  to  Mrs. 
Washington. 

With  the  most  sincere  Esteem,  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Your  affectionate 
Friend  &  humble  Servt.  Cha  Thomson 

RC  (DLC:  Washington  Papers). 
1  See  the  preceding  entry. 


Charles  Thomson  to  George  Washington 

Dear  Sir  Philadelphia  April  22.  1 785 

Mr  Pine l  who  will  be  the  bearer  of  this  is  lately  from  London  and 
has  distinguished  himself  by  sundry  pieces  of  history  painting.  Early 
in  our  late  contest  he  gave  a  display  of  his  genius  as  well  as  of  his  at- 
tachment to  our  cause  by  a  piece  which  he  designed,  executed  &  pub- 
lished under  the  title  of  "An  Appeal  to  Heaven."  Animated  with  a  de- 
sire to  give  further  proofs  of  his  abilities  he  determined  to  select,  for 
his  subjects,  some  interesting  scenes  in  our  late  revolution,  &  with  this 
view  is  come  to  America  that  he  may  gain  a  personal  knowledge  of  the 
principal  actors. 

I  need  not  mention  his  extreme  desire  to  be  introduced  to  you  who 
have  borne  so  distinguished  a  part  and  as  he  is  pleased  to  think  my  in- 
troduction would  recommend  him  to  your  particular  notice  I  could 
not  refuse  to  gratify  him,  especially  as  it  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  re- 
newing the  assurance  of  the  sincere  esteem  &:  respect,  with  which  I 
am,  Dear  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  &  Most  humble  Servt, 

Cha  Thomson 

RC  (DLC:  Washington  Papers). 

1  That  is,  Robert  Edge  Pine  (1730-88),  the  English  painter,  who  had  come  to  Amer- 
ica in  1784  to  undertake  a  series  of  historical  paintings  illustrative  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution. See  DAH;  and  Washington,  Papers  (Abbot),  Confederation  Series,  2:508-9. 
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Samuel  Holten  to  Captain  Moore 

Dear  Sir,  New  York,  23d  April,  1 785. 

I  might  plead  multiplicity  of  business  &  real  indisposition  of  late  for 
my  not  writing  before,  after  having  receiv'd  so  many  favors  from  you 
&  your  family;  but  be  assured  that  I  shall  ever  retain  a  lively  sense  of 
them,  8c  hope  it  may,  yet,  be  in  my  power  to  make  you  a  like  return. 

I  had  thoughts  of  a  journey  to  Philada.  about  this  time  but  my  health 
&  engagements  are  such,  that  I  must  give  it  over  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Shelden  waits  on  you  with  this,  will  receive  my  horse  8c  carriage, 
8c  satisfy  you  for  your  attention  to  the  same. 

Please  to  make  my  respectful  compliments  to  your  Lady,  8c  kind 
love  to  my  dear  Mrs.  Warner. 

You  will  oblige  me  by  offering  My  respects  to  Mr.  Gunjon,  if  he  is 
with  you,  but  I  thought  I  saw  him  at  church  on  Sunday  last,  however,  I 
might  be  mistaken,  as  he  has  not  favored  me  with  a  visit,  which  I  did 
expect  if  he  was  in  this  city. 

I  am,  with  particular  regard  8c  esteem,  your  obliged  friend,  8c  hum- 
ble servant 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten,  and  endorsed  by  him:  "Copy 
of  a  letter  to  Capt.  Moore,  at  Princeton,  April  23d.  1785." 

1  Perhaps  the  Captain  Moore  who  was  among  the  residents  of  Princeton  in  October 
1783  who  testified  that  they  had  rooms  available  for  delegates  if  they  should  choose  to 
remain  in  Princeton  the  following  year.  See  Collins,  Congress  at  Princeton,  p.  196. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Benjamin  Wadsworth 

My  dea[r  sir,]i  [April  23,  1785] 

[.  .  .]  just  observations,  &  intelligence  .  .  .]  lays  me  under  great 
obligations. 

It  gives  me  sensible  pleasure  to  hear  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
parish,  8c  hope  they  will  go  on  8c  prosper:  And  if  your  second  deacon 
elect  should  accept,  it  would  afford  me  satisfaction.  Respecting  such 
persons  as  are  called  refugees  being  allowed  interest  for  monies 
loaned  to  individuals  among  us,  durg  the  war,  that  most  depend  upon 
the  Laws  of  the  State:  Congress  as  a  sovereign  power,  must  make  the 
definitive  treaty  the  rule  of  their  conduct,  8c  if  all  the  states  should  not 
comply,  it  will  naturally  involve  Congress  in  a  dispute  with  the 
sovereign  power  of  Britain,  &  may  end  in  a  war;  but  there  is  a  great 
difference  between  what  is  done  by  the  U.S.  in  Congress  assembled,  8c 
that  done  by  a  particular  state:  it  has  not  appeared  to  me  just,  that 
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they  should  recover  it,  but  I  am  not  fully  acquainted  with  the  laws  of 
Masstts.  upon  the  subject;  Mr.  Adams  I  consider  as  having  instructions 
from  Congress  respecting  the  business. 

Yesterday  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  laid  before  Congress  a  let- 
ter he  had  reed,  from  Don  Diego  de  Gardoqui  informing,  that  he  was 
arrived  at  Phila.  8c  charged  with  affairs  from  his  Catholic  Majesty  to 
the  United  States,  8c  that  he  should  in  a  few  day  come  forward  with 
his  commission  &:  present  himself  to  Congress;  this  I  consider  as  a  fa- 
vorable circumstance,  as  we  shall  soon  know  the  sense  of  his  court 
upon  some  important  matters:  I  perceive  that  he  takes  only  the  title  of 
charge  of  affairs,  that  being  the  character  in  which  the  person  repre- 
senting the  U.S.  appears  in  at  his  court. 

Congress  after  great  deliberation,  have  lately  passed  an  ordinance; 
respecting  some  part  of  the  western  territory,  containing  about 
20,000,000  acres,  a  copy  thereof  I  will  do  myself  the  honor  of  enclosing. 

The  States  of  N.Y.  8c  Georgia  have  not  yet  granted  the  impost,  8c 
therefore,  Congress  are  still  greatly  embarrassed  respecting  their  fi- 
nances, however,  requisitions  upon  the  states  must  be  made,  as  it  is 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  do  their  part,  and  if  the  states  do  not  comply, 
the  members  of  Congress  ought  not  to  be  answerable  for  the  conse- 
quences. My  kind  respects  are  due  to  your  lady. 

I  remain,  with  perfect  consideration  8c  esteem,  your  sincere  friend 
&  humble 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten  and  endorsed  by  him:  "Copy 
of  a  letter  to  the  Rev'd  Mr.  Wadsworth,  23d  of  April,  1785." 

1  For  the  Reverend  Wadsworth.  Holten's  minister  in  Danvers,  Mass.,  see  these  Letters, 
12:329n.3,  15:405. 


Rufus  King  to  John  Lowell 

Dr.  Sir,  New  York  25th  Apr.  1 785 

I  inclose  for  your  examination  the  report  of  Mr.  Secy.  Jay  relative  to 
our  eastern  boundary.1  I  do  not  like  it — pray  shew  it  to  those  whom  it 
may  concern  under  the  injunction  of  secrecy — so  instructions  to  Min- 
isters you  very  well  know  are  held  in  Congress. 

Your  Obt.  Serv,  R  King 

RC  (MH-H:  bMS  Aml582). 

1  For  this  April  21  report  concerning  Massachusetts'  protest  against  Nova  Scotian  en- 
croachment on  her  boundary,  see  /(,(.,  28:287-90.  For  the  broadside  of  fay's  report, 
which  may  have  been  the  form  of  King's  enclosure,  see  JCC,  29:921. 
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Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Samuel  Huntington 

Sir,  New  York  April  25th.  1785 

The  Letter  that  you  honored  me  with  by  Dr.  Lyman  I  received,  and 
I  hope  I  have  served  that  Gentleman  effectually  by  introducing  and 
recommending  him  to  the  Delegate  here  from  Georgia,  who  has  writ- 
ten in  the  Doctors  favour  to  the  principal  men  in  his  State.  I  am  so 
perfectly  well  acquainted  with  your  justice  and  humanity,  that  I  am 
very  sure  of  success,  when  I  recommend  to  your  friendly  care  and 
powerful  protection  the  cause  of  an  innocent  but  injured  Gentleman, 
and  of  a  very  worthy  family.  It  is  Mr.  Charles  McEvers  of  this  City, 
whose  property  in  your  State  has,  I  understand,  been  confiscated 
upon  a  mistaken  principle  that  he  was  a  british  Adherent.  It  is  most 
clear  that  a  misconception  of  this  Gentlemans  Character  has  drawn 
this  misfortune  upon  him,  as  appears  incontestably  by  the  proofs  that 
he  possesses  of  a  very  early  attachment  to  our  suffering  friends  at 
Boston,  and  by  Governor  Clintons  letter,  which  out  of  doubt  acquits 
him  of  all  attachment  to  our  former  enemies.  Eagle-eyed  as  this  State 
is,  and  has  been,  to  discern  its  foes;  and  prompt  to  confiscate  the 
property  of  all  such,  it  is  a  demonstration  of  the  innocence  of  Mr. 
McEvers  that  he  has  not  been  here  considered  as  an  Adherent  to  the 
British.  And  what  is  a  very  remarkable  truth  that  has  come  under  my 
own  observation,  the  warmest  and  most  virtuous  Whigs  of  this  place 
are  the  most  decided  friends  of  Mr.  McEvers,  and  wish  to  see  justice 
done  him  by  a  restoration  of  his  property  lost  in  your  State.  Had  these 
things  been  known  to  your  wise  and  just  Legislature,  I  am  very  certain 
that  this  misfortune  would  not  have  befallen  this  Gentleman,  and 
when  they  shall  be  made  known,  I  have  as  little  doubt  but  that  Mr. 
McEvers  will  receive  complete  retribudon  from  an  Assembly  so  justly 
celebrated  as  that  of  Connecticut  for  Wisdom  and  Virtue.  I  beg  you 
Sir,  to  present  my  respectful  Compliments  to  my  much  esteemed  old 
Congressional  friends  Mr.  Sherman  and  Col.  Dyer,  and  tell  them  how 
much  I  wish  that  my  advocation  of  Mr.  McEvers  course  may  meet  with 
their  approbation,  and  be  supported  by  their  Aid;  and  that  influence 
which  the  Opinions  of  such  men  must  always  have  upon  the  minds  of 
their  fellow  Citizens.1 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and  regard  Sir,  Your 
Most  Obedient  &  very  humble  Servant,       Richard  Henry  Lee 

RC  (PPRF).  In  a  clerical  hand  and  signed  by  Lee. 

1  Lee  sent  this  letter  under  cover  of  the  following  brief  letter  to  McEvers  of  April  27. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  for  Mr.  Huntington  which  I  sincerely  wish  may 
be  fortunate  enough  to  avail  you  in  the  just  application  that  you  are  making  to  the  As- 
sembly of  Connecticut.  If  it  can  be  in  my  power  to  serve  you  in  any  other  manner,  freely 
command  me."  Revolutionary  War  Collection,  Ct. 
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Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry 

New  York  26th  Ap.  1785. 

I  this  evening  received  your's  of  the  7th  April,  for  which  accept  my 
acknowledgements.  I  am  surprized  that  I  hear  nothing  from  Mr.  Low- 
ell on  the  subject  of  the  federal  Court.  Doctr.  Johnson  joins  me  in 
opinion  that  it  will  be  wholly  improper  to  think  of  trying  the  cause  in 
June,  indeed  it  is  impossible — the  Time  is  too  short  to  give  notice  to 
the  Judges.  No  commission  is  yet  made.  Mr.  Rutledge  has  given  no  an- 
swer— three  fudges  are  to  be  appointed,  notice  thereof  given  them, 
and  time  to  receive  their  respective  answers  8cc  &c.  I  see  no  benefit 
from  hurrying  the  Trial,  but  from  a  delay  that  will  give  sufficient  Op- 
portunity to  arrange  Documents,  and  understand  the  cause,  benefits 
certainly  may  be  expected.  No  minister  is  yet  appointed  to  the  Hague, 
some  weeks  since  we  Tried  a  ballot  and  the  Votes  were  divided  be- 
tween Rutledge,  Harrison,  &  Govr.  Livingston — the  matter  subsided, 
and  nothing  is  said  upon  the  Subject. 

I  wrote  you  that  Gervais  had  declined  his  appointment  at  the  Trea- 
sury, no  Election  has  been  attempted  to  supply  his  Place.  The  sense  of 
the  House  appears  to  be,  to  wait  until  they  can  hear  whether  Eveleigh 
of  S.  Carolina  will  accept. 

Osgood  &  Livingston  have  opened  their  Office;  Knox  is  also  here, 
and  in  his  Office — and  if  the  states  were  fully  represented,  we  might 
proceed  with  great  facility  in  public  business.  Nine  states  only  are  rep- 
resented; Connecticut,  Jersey  and  Delaware  are  off  the  floor,  and  it  is 
uncertain  when  they  will  be  here  again.  New  York  are  not  represented 
by  their  former  members — the  Chancellor,  W.  Livingston,  &  Piatt — are 
out,  our  friend  J.  Lawrence,  and  two  other  Gentlemen,1  all  new,  supply 
their  places.  We  have  been  this  fortnight  about  a  land  ordinance — Vir- 
ginia makes  many  difficulties — the  eastern  States  are  for  actual  survey, 
and  sale  by  Townships,  the  Southern  States  for  indiscriminate  Locations 
&c.  What  will  finally,  pass  if  any  thing  does,  is  wholly  uncertain. 

Our  family  are  all  well — and  desire  me  to  urge  your  early  return. 
Nelly  is  very  pretty  as  the  Spring  opens,  and  Grace  is  lovely.  I  men- 
tioned to  you  in  a  late  letter  their  expectations  from  their  india  Kins- 
man— the  Prospect  exhilirates  them.  I  close,  or  loose  the  Post. 

Your  R  King 

RC  (NHi:  King  Collection). 

1  John  Haling  and  Melancton  Smith — who  with  John  Laurance,  Zephaniah  Piatt,  and 
Peter  Yates  had  been  elected  to  Congress  on  March  26 — were  attending  Congress  at  this 
time.  Laurance  presented  his  credentials  and  1,00k  his  scat  on  the  27th.  See  /(.'(.',  28:303, 
308-9,  317,  29:876.  According  to  his  statements  ol  accounts,  which  are  located  in  the 
collections  of  Mr.  Ronald  von  Klaussen  (oi  Florida),  and  St.  Mary  of  the  lake  Seminary 
(Mundelein,  111.),  Hating  claimed  attendance  at  Congress  for  the  periods  April  11-29 
and  June  6-13. 
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Rufus  King  to  Daniel  Kilham 


New  York  26th.  Ap.  1785 

Your's  of  the  30th  of  March  was  received  this  evening — it  is  written 
in  the  stile  of  friendship,  and  with  the  most  obliging  expressions  of  at- 
tachment— accept  in  return  my  most  sincere  acknowlegements,  and 
rely  upon  this  that  my  friendship  is  founded  on  so  long  an  acquain- 
tance, and  so  full  a  conviction  of  ingenuous  merit,  that  I  shall  not 
soon  relinquish  it. 

I  had  heard  some  indistinct  explanation  of  the  publication  in  My- 
call's  Gazette  that  you  refer  to,1  but  never  fully  understood  it.  I  sup- 
posed it  to  have  been  some  small  altercation,  that  was  merely  tempo- 
rary, and  not  calculated  to  produce  any  lasting  inconvenience.  You 
state  it  as  an  affair  that  took  a  serious  direction,  and  which  may  injure 
your  business.  I  hope  this  idea  is  more  the  result  of  apprehension, 
then  an  opinion  founded  on  facts.  At  any  rate,  the  best  plan  is  perse- 
verance, and  temper.  You  have  near  you,  a  number  of  persons  of  too 
much  candor,  and  good  sense,  to  support  an  erroneous  opinion. 
These  individuals  will  become  dearer  to  you,  and  interesting  them- 
selves particularly  in  your  affairs  will  give  them  an  appearance,  such  as 
you  could  wish. 

My  particular  friend  you  say  remembers  me — and  bids  you  make  as- 
surances, the  sincerity  of  which,  I  will  not  doubt — but  in  return  say, 
that  I  reciprocate  the  good  wishes  with  the  most  lively  attachment — of 
this,  it  remains  not  to  furnish  a  proof,  it  has  already  been  satisfactorily 
given.  You  obligingly  inquire  of  my  affairs;  I  reply  that  I  never  have 
spent  any  period  of  my  life  with  so  close  an  application  to  business  or 
with  so  few  amusements,  as  since  I  left  you.  In  a  situation,  the  duties  of 
which  may  subject  me  to  public  examination,  8c  with  some  little  ambi- 
tion, I  have  been  desirous  of  pursueing  a  Conduct,  that  would  not 
hazard  me  in  the  first  view,  nor  dishonor  me  in  the  second.  As  to  my 
victim  condition,  that  you  say  is  reported,  I  assure  you  that  there 
could  no  report  be  circulated  concerning  me  that  would  be  less  true. 
At  present  I  think  it  improper  to  bow  to  beauty,  or  bend  to  fortune — 
so  negligent  have  I  been  on  this  subject,  that  upon  my  honor  I  assure 
you  that  I  think  of  neither  except  when  I  think  of  home. 

Adieu  your's  affectionately,  R  King 

[P.S.]  Pray  mention  me  to  N.  Carter  and  other  worthy  friends — him 
you  know  I  always  thought  well  of,  and  desired  his  friendship. 

RK 

RC  (NNC:  King  Collection). 

1  The  "publication"  referred  to,  from  the  Essex  Journal  and  the  Massachusetts  and  New- 
Hampshire  General  Advertiser  published  by  John  Mycall  in  Newburyport,  Mass.,  has  not 
been  identified. 
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William  Grayson  to  Timothy  Pickering 

Dear  Sir,  N.  York  27th  Apr.  1785 

I  receiv'd  your  favor;  in  consequence  of  which  I  shall  write  to  Mr. 
Graham  for  the  receipt  which  you  desire.  Indeed  I  should  have  done 
this  sooner,  but  I  have  been  a  little  indispos'd  till  within  these  three 
days;  Before  I  arrived  at  this  place,  Genl  Knox  was  elected  Secretary  at 
war;1  he  has  since  come  here,  and  is  now  acting  in  his  office;  from 
what  I  can  learn  he  has  accepted  of  the  appointment  under  a  supposi- 
tion that  his  house  rent  will  be  paid.  Poor  Carlton  is  in  a  distrest  situa- 
tion; he  will  shortly  be  out  of  pay  and  un-pensioned;  I  am  striving  to 
get  something  allowed  him  by  way  of  compensation  though  I  am 
afraid  no  great  matter  can  be  affected,  as  it  is  not  among  the  vices  of 
republicans  to  be  prodigal  in  the  article  of  rewarding  for  services 
which  are  past.- 

Since  my  arrival  I  have  been  busily  engaged  in  assisting  about  fram- 
ing an  ordinance  for  the  disposal  of  the  Western  territory;  I  think 
there  has  been  as  much  said  and  wrote  about  it  as  would  fill  forty  Vol- 
umes, and  yet  we  seem  far  from  a  conclusion,  so  difficult  is  it  to  form 
any  system,  which  will  suit  our  complex  government,  8c  where  the  in- 
terests of  the  component  parts  are  suppos'd  to  be  so  different.  I  made 
a  motion  for  Amendmts.  three  days  ago,3  which  has  nearly  divided  the 
Continent  into  equal  moieties;  the  object  of  it  was  to  double  the  quan- 
tity of  surveying,  8c  to  sell  the  lands  in  townships  8c  sections  alter- 
nately; this  I  did  under  the  impression  that  it  would  accomodate  both 
the  Eastern  8c  Southern  States.  However  this  has  been  strongly  ob- 
jected to,  8c  both  sides  adhere  to  their  opinion;  so  that  here  we  stick, 
witht.  any  movement  either  retrograde  or  progressive.  I  inclose  you 
the  draught  of  the  Ordnance  as  it  stands;  which  you  will  be  kind 
enough  to  keep  in  your  hands  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  it  from 
being  published  this  being  against  rule.  I  believe  it  will  pass  ultimately 
in  a  shape  very  like  this,  at  least  none  of  the  great  principles  except 
perhaps  the  one  alluded  to  will  be  changed.  By  it  you  will  observe  that 
there  is  no  office  created  by  it  worth  your  acceptance.  If  in  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  Post  Office  or  any  other  matter  any  thing  occurs 
which  may  be  worth  your  notice,  I  will  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  in- 
forming you  of  it;  and  I  can  assure  you  with  great  truth  it  will  give  me 
real  satisfaction  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  towards  accomplishing 
any  object  which  you  may  have  in  view. 

I  am  with  my  complimt.  to  the  family,  yr.  Affect,  frd.  8c  most  obed 
serv,  Willm.  Grayson 

NB  I  shall  thank  you  to  inform  me  whether  you  have  had  any  news 
of  the  bills  on  [...]&  what  there  fate  has  been.  Mr  [. .  .]  is  now  here  & 
I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  comply  with  all  his  contracts. 

WG. 
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RC  (Mlli:  Pickering  Papers). 

1  For  Gen.  Henry  Knox's  March  8  appointment  and  the  condition  ol  the  war  office 
when  he  assumed  this  post,  sec  Elbridge  Gerr)  to  Samuel  Hodgdon,  February  7,  1785. 
See  also  Charles  Thomson  to  Knox,  Man  h  9. 

-Joseph  Carleton,  secretary  in  the  war  office,  had  never  been  adequately  compen- 
sated for  his  seven  years  of  service  despite  the  considerable  responsibility  lie  bore,  espe- 
cially during  his  sole  conduct  of  the  office  following  the  resignation  of  Benjamin  Lin- 
coln in  November  1783  when  he  received  only  $1,000  a  year,  the  same  as  the  secretai  ies 
in  the  other  departments.  Promising  Congress  that  he  would  continue  his  duties  until 
the  newly-appointed  Henry  Knox  could  find  a  suitable  replacement,  Carleton  appealed 
to  Congress  on  April  23  for  "a  just  and  reasonable  compensation"  for  his  added  respon- 
sibilities as  his  deranged  finances  "prevent  my  returning  with  decency  to  private  Life." 
Carleton 's  letter  and  supporting  documents  were  referred  on  the  26th  to  a  committee 
chaired  by  Grayson  which  recommended  on  June  7  that  Carleton  receive  $1,500  a  year, 
less  what  he  had  been  paid,  "for  the  whole  of  the  time  he  was  engaged  in  the  public  ser- 
vice  untill  the  arrival  of  General  Knox,"  but  on  September  27  Congress  granted  him 
only  $1,000  in  consideration  of  his  "extra  services."  In  the  meantime,  Knox  had  reap- 
pointed Carleton  as  secretary  on  May  17.  See/CC,  28:23,  363n,  374,  453-54,  29:771;  and 
PCC,  item  60,  fols.  129-32,  139-59.  See  also  James  Monroe  to  Carleton,  November  26, 
1784,  note  2. 

:!  This  motion  was  not  recorded  on  the  journals,  but  for  subsequent  efforts  on  May 
3-5  to  require  die  sale  of  western  lands  "in  townships  &  sections  alternately,"  see  JCC, 
28:328-29,  335-40. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Moses  Gill 

Dear  Sir.  New  York,  28th.  April  1785. 

Soon  after  my  arrival  at  Trenton  I  desired  the  Presidents  attention 
in  procuring  payment  of  the  bill  drawn  by  Mr  Wm.  Lee  in  your  favor; 
&:  he  now  informs  me  that  he  is  ready  to  pay  the  same  with  interst,  but 
thinks  it  necessary  that  I  should  have  an  order  from  you  to  receive  the 
money,  or  that  you  should  endorse  the  bill;  as  neither  of  the  other 
bills  of  the  same  tenor  and  date  have  yet  been  presented:  he  farther 
mentions  that  he  must  pay  it  agreeably  to  the  continental  scale  of  de- 
preciation, &  whether  that  will  be  more  or  less  in  your  favor  than  the 
scale  of  Masstts.  I  am  not  able  to  say.  I  will  enclose  the  bill,  &  shall  wait 
to  be  farther  honored  with  your  directions  respecting  the  same.  I  am 
farther  informed  that  the  only  reason  that  has  prevented  the  bill 
being  honored  was  its  not  being  presented. 

I  am  desired  by  the  President  to  inquire  after  Doctr.  Isaac  Foster,  or 
his  Executor,  &  to  let  him  know  that  the  horse  Mr.  William  Lee  had  of 
him  (about  the  time  you  let  him  have  the  money)  will  be  paid  for  if  he 
sends  forward  the  bill,  or  note  that  was  given  for  said  horse;  with  an 
order  to  receive  the  money:  but  as  I  am  sensible  Dr.  Foster  is  deed.  & 
have  no  knowledge  of  his  Executor;  I  submit  it  to  you  (knowing  your 
disposition  to  oblige)  whether  you  can't  make  said  Executor  ac- 
quainted with  this  matter,  &  if  he  should  desire  my  assistance  I  will  at- 
tend to  the  same. 
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I  remain,  with  perfect  respect,  your  most  obedient 
FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

Samuel  Holten  to  William  Gordon 

Dear  Sir,  N  York  28th  April,  1785. 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  attention  of  the  5th  &  thank  you  for 
your  early  intelligence  &  hope  the  elections  will  terminate  agreeably 
to  your  wishes. 

Instructions  respecting  appointing  ambassadors,  I  consider  would 
be  unnecessary,  as  my  Hond.  Colleague  as  well  as  myself,  is,  I  believe, 
of  the  same  opinion  as  Judge  Sumner  in  that  respect. 

Congress  have  for  about  a  fortnight  been  much  engaged  in  corn- 
pleating  an  Ordinance  respectg.  the  western  territory,  but  it  is  not  yet 
got  through,  however,  I  think  the  prospect  is  in  favor  of  it. 

The  state  of  NY  rejecting  the  impost  greatly  embarrasses  Congress  as 
it  respects  our  finances,  however  requisitions  upon  the  states  will  take 
place  but  how  they  can  comply  with  or  when  I  consider  as  uncertain. 

There  is  not  great  pleasure  in  being  a  member  of  Congress  at  this 
time,  unless  a  man  can  bear  duning  very  well. 

Your  assurances  of  friendship,  lays  me  under  renewed  obligations; 
&  please  to  accept  in  return  the  like  salute. 

I  remain,  your  obliged  friend,  and  humble  servant 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten.  Addressed:  "Rev.  Dr.  Gordon." 

David  Howell  to  William  Greene 

Sir,  New  York  April  29,  1 785. 

In  the  journals,  which  are  regularly  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of 
Congress,  you  will  observe  the  proceedings  of  Congress  down  to  the 
7th  Instant.  Since  which  much  time  has  been  spent  on  the  Requisition 
8c  the  Land-ordinance;  neither  of  which  have  yet  passed;  the  latter 
proves  to  be  the  most  complicated  8c  embarrassing  Subject  before 
Congress  since  peace  has  taken  place.  Infinite  pains  are  taken  by  a 
certain  sett  of  men  vulgarly  called  Land  robbers,  or  Land-Sharks  to 
have  it  in  their  power  to  engross  the  best  lands;  while  it  is  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  open  their  Land-office  on  terms  which  will  at  once  secure 
the  greatest  possible  revenue  therefrom  8c  give  no  undue  advantage  to 
any  class  of  citizens,  or  to  any  district  of  the  Foederal  Union. 


362  April  29,  1785 

The  public  papers  must  have  informed  your  Excellency  that  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia,  after  solemn  argument,  rejected  the  Impost  of 
5  per  Cent  &  that  the  Grand  jury  of  the  County  of  Chatham,  in  that 
State  presented  the  Legislature  to  the  Supreme  Court  as  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor  relative  to  the  premises.1  Whether  indictment  &  convic- 
tion ensued  has  not  yet  transpired. 

It  is  with  no  vulgar  degree  of  satisfaction  that  I  have  it  also  in  my 
power  to  mention  that  the  5  per  Cent  Impost  has  also  been  rejected 
by  13  against  7  of  the  Senate  of  this  State.2  And  that  the  public  paper 
of  this  day  announces  to  us  that  the  Gentleman  who  brought  in  the 
bill  has  been  left  out  of  the  Senate  on  the  late  election  in  this  City.  I 
have  been  told,  on  good  authority,  that  three  quarters  of  the  members 
of  the  Assembly  approved  of  the  doings  of  the  Senate.  And  that  the 
popular  current  sets  strong  throughout  this  State  against  that  ex- 
ploded measure. 

It  gives  me  additional  pleasure  to  mention  these  facts  as  they  justify 
the  information  &  opinion  I  gave  the  Hon.  the  Genl.  Assembly  last 
June  relative  to  this  State,  which  were  then  controverted  by  persons  of 
respectable  characters. 

The  lands  to  be  exposed  to  sale  within  the  late  purchases  of  the  In- 
dians are  estimated  I  find  by  the  best  judges  at  about  18  millions  of 
Acres.  Another  large  purchase  it  is  expected  will  be  made  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  Summer.  So  vast  is  the  revenue  already  in  the 
power  of  Congress.  What  proofs  they  will  give  of  their  wisdom  in  the 
management  thereof  is  yet  uncertain. 

The  lands  are  to  be  quotaed  to  the  States  in  proportion  to  the  req- 
uisition for  money  so  that  a  proportional  quantity  thereof  will  be  sold 
in  each  of  the  Loan-offices  in  the  different  States.  One  dollar  per  acre 
in  public  securities  will  be  the  lowest  price. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  say  how  long  Congress  will  continue  their 
present  session,  or  how  long  your  delegates  may  remain  on  the  floor.  I 
have  been  so  much  from  home  of  late  that  it  is  my  ardent  wish  to  re- 
turn: although  I  confess  I  should  leave  Congress  with  reluctance  be- 
fore the  important  business  is  finished.  Captn.  Lawton,  who  arrived 
here  yesterday,  informs  me  that  he  has  brought  me  150  dollars;  this 
will  compleat  the  payment  of  the  grant  made  me  at  October  session, 
as  I  presume  the  Bill  in  favour  of  Messieurs  Hews  8c  Anthony  for  the 
other  moiety  must  have  been  paid. 

Your  Excellency  has  informed  me  of  a  grant  of  300  dollars  made  to 
me  at  the  last  session  of  the  Assembly — permit  me  to  request  that  mea- 
sures may  be  taken  for  making  payment  thereof  as  it  will  be  indispens- 
ably necessary  to  enable  me  to  discharge  my  debts  here  before  I  re- 
turn. I  shall  draw  for  the  same  as  soon  as  I  may  receive  notice  that  my 
bills  will  be  paid:  I  am  very  unwilling  to  draw  any  more  at  uncertainties. 

After  praying  your  Excellency  to  assure  the  Hon.  the  Legislature  of 
my  constant  attention  to  their  affairs  &  of  my  zeal  to  serve  them  as 
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well  as  of  my  gratitude  for  the  very  disting[u]ished  marks  of  their  con- 
fidence 8c  esteeme  with  which  I  have  been  honored  I  beg  leave  to  sub- 
scribe with  the  most  profound  respect,  Your  Excellencys  most  obedi- 
ent &  very  humble  servt.  David  Howell 

RC  (R-Ar:  Letters  to  Governors). 

1  See  William  Samuel  Johnson  to  Roger  Sherman,  April  20,  note  4. 

2  Rufus  King  reported  this  vote  as  10  against  8.  See  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  March  24, 
note  4. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Certain  States 

Sir,  New  York  April  30th,  1 785 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  an  Act  of  Congress 
that  has  been  produced  by  a  very  pressing  state  of  the  public  affairs.1 
Your  Excellency  will  observe  that  exclusive  of  other  important  business, 
Congress  point  to  two  objects  particularly,  the  requisition  for  the  pre- 
sent year,  and  an  Ordinance  for  disposing  of  lands  in  the  western  Terri- 
tory. The  honor  and  justice  of  the  United  States  is  much  concerned  in 
the  former,  and  upon  the  wise,  speedy,  and  effectual  execution  of  the 
latter,  essentially  depends  the  future  case;  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
the  people.  It  is  indeed  true  that  thinner  houses  are  compitent  to  the 
first  digestion  and  preparation  of  business  like  this,  but  such  is  the  na- 
ture of  the  foederal  constitution  that  a  full  Congress  is  necessary  to  the 
final  completion  of  Objects  great  as  those  which  are  now  under  consid- 
eration. I  am  therefore,  by  desire  of  Congress,  to  request  that  your  Ex- 
cellency will  be  pleased  to  exert  your  fullest  influence  with  the  Dele- 
gates of  your  State  to  repair  immediately  to  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  Sir,  Your  Ex- 
cellencys Most  Obedient  Servant,  Richard  Henry  Lee 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  16).  Addressed:  "His  Excellency  Governor  Livingston  [i.e.,  of  New 
Jersey].  N.  B.  A  Similar  letter  was  written  to  the  Governors  of  Connecticut,  Delaware 
and  Georgia." 

1  The  enclosed  April  29  "Act"  directed  President  Lee  to  write  to  the  states  unrepre- 
sented in  Congress  because  the  requisition  for  1785  and  the  land  ordinance  then  under 
consideration  could  not  be  completed  "without  a  fuller  representation."  See  JCC, 
28:318-19. 


Charles  Pinckney  to  Tench  Francis 

Sir,'  New  York  April  30th.  1 785 

In  July  last  I  directed  One  thousand  dollars,  in  December  Eight 

hundred  and  eighty  and  in  the  beginning  of  this  month  Twelve  hun- 
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dred  and  eighty  five  &  40/56  more  to  be  deposited  in  the  Philadel- 
phia bank.  Since  which  I  have  drawn  for  One  hundred  in  favour  of  S 
House  for  two  hundred  in  favour  of  James  Hallett,  two  hundred  in 
favour  of  Verdine  Elsworth  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  in  favour  of 
William  Samuel  Johnson,  in  all  seven  hundred  &  twenty.  As  I  shall  not 
be  able  to  go  to  Philadelphia  for  a  considerable  time  you  will  oblige 
me  by  transmitting  me  by  the  post  a  State  of  my  account  with  the 
bank.  I  am  sorry  to  give  you  this  trouble  but  as  I  wish  to  know  exactly  I 
hope  you  will  oblige  me.  I  remain  with  respect  Your  most  obedient, 

Charles  Pinckney 

RC  (PHi:  Illustrated  History  of  the  Bank  of  North  America) 

1  Tench  Francis  (1730-1800),  a  Philadelphia  merchant,  was  cashier  of  the  Bank  of 
North  America.  Morris,  Papers  (Ferguson),  l:109n.l5 


William  Grayson  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir.  N.  York  May  1st.  1785. 

I  am  afraid  my  silence  since  I  came  to  this  place  has  giv'n  you  some 
reason  to  suspect  me  to  be  impregnated  with  that  vis  inertiae,  which 
has  been  so  often  attributed  to  me:1  the  only  apology  I  have  to  make, 
is  that  I  wish'd  to  have  some  thing  to  write  to  you  worth  your  accep- 
tance. However  as  there  would  be  some  danger  in  risquing  a  farther 
delay,  I  shall  give  you  what  I  have  in  the  manner.  The  New  England 
delegates  wish  to  sell  the  Continental  lands,  rough  as  it  runs;  what  I 
miss  in  quality  I  will  make  up  in  quantity. 

All  our  attentions  here  have  been  for  some  time  turned  towards  the 
hostile  preparations  between  the  Emperor  &  the  Dutch;  as  it  was 
thought  the  event  might  have  a  considerable  influence  on  the  affairs 
of  the  United  States.  The  packet  which  arrived  yesterday  has  brought 
different  accounts  of  what  is  doing  respecting  this  business;  however  I 
take  the  following  to  be  nearly  the  truth  of  the  case:2  That  the  Em- 
peror has  only  made  the  opening  the  Schelde  a  pretext  for  marching 
his  troops  into  the  low  Countries  while  he  has  been  underhandedly 
treating  with  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  for  an  exchange  of  his  territories 
in  the  low  Countries  for  Bavaria:  That  France  has  not  only  been  privy 
to  the  negotiations  but  has  actually  countenanc'd  them;  While  no 
other  power  has  entertain'd  the  most  distant  suspicions  of  what  was 
going  forward:  That  the  prince  de  Deux  Ponts  presumptive  heir  to 
Bavaria,  on  recieving  the  first  notice  of  it,  made  application  to  the 
King  of  Prussia,  supposing  that  old  Statesman  would  exert  himself  to 
the  utmost,  to  prevent  Bavaria  from  becoming  part  of  the  domains  of 
the  House  of  Austria.  It  therefore  seems  to  be  probable  that  all  those 
who  wish  to  preserve  the  proper  ballance  of  power  in  the  Germanic 
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body  will  unite  with  the  Prussian  Monarch  against  this  accession  of 
weight  to  the  Austrian  scale;  Should  this  confederacy  take  place  in  its 
fullest  extent,  it  will  be  very  formidable,  8c  in  all  likelyhood  produce  a 
bloody  contest  before  the  matter  is  finally  decided.  War  therefore 
seems  to  be  as  probable  as  ever  although  the  ground  of  the  contest 
may  be  altered.  For  my  own  part  I  cannot  clearly  find  out  from  any  in- 
formations wch.  I  have  had,  what  have  been  the  views  of  the  Court  of 
France;  they  seem  to  have  departed  from  their  antient  principles  in  as- 
sisting the  Austrian  family  to  increase  their  power;  'tis  true  they 
adopted  this  system  in  the  last  reign,  but  then  the  French  Statesmen 
say,  that  nothing  done  during  that  period  ought  to  be  quoted  from 
their  history.  If  the  Queen  of  France  has  drawn  in  the  Ministry  to 
countenance  the  measures  of  her  brother  it  is  an  evidence  of  her 
great  influence  in  the  Governmt.  but  from  what  appears  at  present,  it 
is  no  proof  of  the  cridence  of  the  public-councils  as  it  is  obvious  if 
France  keeps  up  large  standing  armies,  she  must  neglect  her  marine 
by  which  she  will  risque  her  foreign  possessions  whenever  she  hap- 
pens to  be  engaged  in  a  war  with  G.  B. 

The  Parliament  has  so  lately  sit,  that  little  has  yet  transpired;  the 
Minister  is  to  bring  forwd.  a  plan  for  a  Parliamentary  reform,  which  it 
is  thought  will  require  all  his  interest  8c  ability  to  support. 

The  Wallachians  who  were  so  oppress'd  as  to  be  drove  into  a  state  of 
open  resistance  are  on  the  point  of  being  subjugated;  they  are  in  num- 
ber about  seven  hundred  thousand;  8c  I  heartily  wish  they  were  all  here. 

Congress  are  engaged  in  ascertaining  a  mode  for  the  disposal  of  the 
Western  territory;  I  send  you  the  first  draught  as  reported  by  the 
Grand  Commee.  also  a  second  edition  with  amendments  in 
Congress.3  The  matter  is  still  under  consideration,  and  other  alter- 
ations will  no  doubt  take  effect.  An  amendment  is  now  before  the 
house  for  making  the  Townships  6  Ms.  Sqe.  8c  for  dividing  those  town- 
ships by  actual  surveys  into  quarters  of  townships,  marking  at  every  in- 
terval of  a  mile  (in  running  the  external  lines  of  the  quarters,)  cor- 
ners for  the  sections  of  640  acres;  Then  to  sell  every  other  township  by 
sections:  The  reservation  (instead  of  the  four  corner  sections,)  to  be 
the  central  section  of  every  quarter;  that  is  to  say  the  inside  lot,  whose 
corner  is  not  ascertained:4  Whether  this  will  be  carried  or  not  I  can- 
not tell,  the  Eastern  people  being  amazingly  attached  to  their  own 
customs,  and  unreasonably  anxious  to  have  every  thing  regulated  ac- 
cording to  their  own  pleasure. 

The  construction  of  the  deed  of  cession  from  Virga.  has  taken  up 
four  days,  8c  at  length  it  is  agreed  not  to  sell  any  land  beween  the  little 
Miami  8c  Scioto  untill  the  conditions  respecting  the  Offs.  8c  soldiers 
are  complied  with.s  Some  Members  of  Congress  think  they  have  a 
right  to  have  the  land  laid  off  for  the  Offs.  &  soldiers  in  such  manner 
as  they  please  &  by  their  own  Surveyors,  provided  they  give  good  land 
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&  square  figures:  others  are  willing  it  shall  be  laid  off  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  rest,  8c  the  Offs.  &  soldiers  to  chuse  by  sections.  If  the 
State  insists  on  the  right  of  surveying  agreable  to  their  own  laws  I  shd. 
suppose  that  Congress  could  have  no  objection  to  appointing 
Commrs.  for  deciding  that  question  as  well  as  all  others  that  might 
arise  respecting  the  Compact. 

Mr.  King  of  Massachusets  has  a  resolution  ready  drawn  which  he  re- 
serves till  the  Ordinance  is  passed  for  preventing  slavery  in  the  new 
State.6  I  expect  Seven  States  may  be  found  liberal  enough  to  adopt  it. 

Seven  hundred  men  are  voted  for  protecting  the  settlers  on  the 
frontiers,  for  guarding  the  public  stores  &  for  preventing  unwar- 
rantable intrusions  on  the  lands  of  the  U.  S.7 

I  inclose  you  a  plan  for  altering  the  9th  article  of  the  confeder- 
ation,8 also  a  newspaper  informing  what  the  people  of  Boston  are 
about.9  The  requisition  for  the  present  year  is  before  Congress;  one 
article  to  wit  30,000  dollars  for  federal  buildings  at  Trenton,  I  ob- 
jected to,  &  was  supported  by  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  Delawar,  & 
New  Hamshire.  N.  Carolina  was  divided.  Unfortunately  for  me  the  rest 
of  the  delegates  for  our  State  do  not  think  as  I  do;  (This  is  entre  nouz) . 
I  shall  notwithstanding  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  frustrate  the 
measure.  We  shall  in  all  probability  get  it  struck  out  of  the  requisition, 
because  nine  States  will  not  vote  for  it;  I  understand  however  that  it  is 
intended  to  get  seven  States  to  vote  for  the  sum  out  of  the  loans  in 
Holland  supposing  that  as  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  were  voted  at 
Trenton  by  nine  States,  generally,  that  seven  can  direct  the  particular 
appropriation.  This  matter  I  have  not  yet  considered,  neither  do  I 
know  how  it  will  turn  out  on  investigation  however  I  hope  I  shall  find 
means  to  avoid  it  for  the  present  year,  &  I  hope  by  the  next  the  South- 
ern States  will  understand  their  interests  better.10 

Congress  have  refused  to  let  the  State  discount  any  part  of  the 
monies  paid  for  the  Western  territory,  out  of  the  requisitions  for  the 
prest.  year,  &  I  believe  if  they  don't  help  themselves,  they  will  never 
find  Congress  willing  to  discount.11  In  the  mean  time  they  will  sell  the 
lands.  A  treaty  is  directed  to  be  held  with  the  Barbary  States  to  pur- 
chase their  friendship.  Treaties  are  also  to  be  held  with  the  Chero- 
kees,  Chickesaws  &c — also,  with  the  Western  Indians  shortly.  I  am  sure 
you  are  surfeited — therefore  conclude  with  great  sincerity,  Yr.  Affect, 
friend  &  Mo.  Obed.  Serv.  Willm.  Grayson 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  That  is,  hypochondria. 

2  A  February  9  dispatch  from  the  joint  commissioners  with  seven  enclosures  was  read 
in  Congress  on  May  2.  The  five  enclosures  referred  to  Secretary  John  Jay  for  translation 
on  May  5  were  returned  and  read  that  day.  See  fCC,  28:324n,  341n;  PCC,  item  80,  1:157, 
item  116,  fols.  160-63,  item  185,  fols.  123-24,  item  190,  fol.  36;  and  Diplomatic  Correspon- 
dence, 1783-89,  1:545-53, 

3  See/CC,  28:251-56,  298-302;  and  Grayson  to  Washington,  April  15,  note  1. 
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4  Grayson  did  not  actually  offer  these  proposals  to  Congress  until  May  3.  JCC, 
28:327-29. 

5  For  the  April  28  agreement  not  to  sell  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio  River  between 
the  Miami  and  Scioto  rivers  until  the  claims  of  the  Virginia  Continental  troops  had 
been  satisfied,  see  JCC,  28:258-61,  303,  309-10,  316-17. 

6  See  Rufus  King  to  Timothy  Pickering,  April  15,  note  2. 

7  See  Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States,  April  12,  note  1. 
»  See  JCC,  28:201-2. 

•'  See  Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  this  date,  note  1. 

10  Although  Congress  had  resolved  on  December  20,  1784,  that  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$100,000  be  set  aside  for  the  construction  of  federal  buildings,  the  March  31  grand 
committee  report  on  requisitions  recommended  only  $30,000  for  that  purpose  and 
Grayson's  April  5  effort  to  strike  even  that  amount  was  successful.  The  following  day, 
however,  Congress  reinstated  the  sum  and  recommitted  the  report.  When  reconsidered 
on  April  14,  the  item  for  federal  buildings  was  allowed  to  stand,  just  as  it  was  when  the 
report  was  again  considered  on  July  18.  See  JCC,  27:696,  28:215,  232-33,  237-38,  264, 
29:543.  For  continuation  of  this  issue,  see  Grayson  to  Madison,  August  21,  note  6. 

11  See  Virginia  Delegates  to  Patrick  Henry,  April  2,  note  2. 


William  Grayson  to  Timothy  Pickering 

Dear  Sir  N.  York  May  the  1st.  1785. 

Since  writing  to  you,1  I  have  recieved  a  letter  from  Graham,  inform- 
ing me,  he  is  afraid  of  an  execution  against  him  on  the  judgments,  & 
requests  the  receipts  of  the  Pl[ain]t[iff]  &  the  Assignee,  may  be  sent 
to  him. 

I  shall  thank  you  to  inclose  them  by  the  first  oppy — directing  for 
him  at  Dumfries.  In  answer  to  his  letter,  I  have  desired  him  to  send 
the  receipt  which  you  desire. 

We  have  nothing  new  since  except  that  a  negotiation  is  going  on  be- 
tween the  Emperor  &  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  to  exchange  Bavaria  for 
the  low  countries. 

This  it  is  thought  (far  from  producing  peace)  will  have  a  direct  ten- 
dency to  bring  on  war  immediately  though  perhaps  upon  different 
grounds.  France  and  the  Emperor  have  it  seems  been  maneuvering 
together;  the  Dutch  have  also  had  a  finger  in  the  pye.  I  remain,  yr.  Af- 
fect, fd.  8c  Most  Obed.  servt,  Willm.  Grayson 

RC  (MHi:  Pickering  Papers). 

1  See  Grayson  to  Pickering,  April  27,  1785. 


Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry 

My  dear  Sir  New  York  1st.  May  1785 

This  is  Sunday  Evening,  we  have  been  adjourned  since  Friday.  A 

Packet  yesterday  arrived  from  L'Orient  in  thirty  days;  the  president  in- 
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forms  me  that  there  is  a  joint  Letter  from  the  commissioners  on  the 
progress  of  their  commission.  I  don't  yet  know  the  contents — Tomor- 
row will  possess  me  of  it.  From  private  Letters  of  authority,  I  fear  little 
will  be  done  with  England,  Spain,  or  the  Emperor — embarrassments 
as  to  place  perplex  at  present — there  may  be  real  difficulties,  but  they 
are  as  likely  to  be  ostensibles. 

I  find  that  the  ideas  of  the  commissioners  touching  the  sum  neces- 
sary to  treat  with  the  Barbary  powers,  are  far  more  extensive  than 
those  entertained  by  Congress.  Whether  the  sums  in  their  power  will 
be  sufficient  to  begin  the  Treaty  with,  or  whether  they  will  do  nothing 
until  they  state  their  sentiments  to  Congress,  I  cannot  form  an  Opin- 
ion. I  am  inclined  to  suppose  they  will  commence  a  negotiation — the 
danger  to  the  American  ships  from  these  Robbers  is  real,  but  for  mer- 
cantile purposes  magnified. 

The  resolves  of  Boston  have  reached  us,  and  the  flame  will  commu- 
nicate from  state  to  state.1  There  is  a  report  this  Evening  that  a  ship  is 
comeing  up  the  harbour,  which  has  fled  from  Boston;  if  so  I  believe 
she  will  not  better  her  condition.  The  Whig  merchants  will  make  op- 
position to  the  landing  of  her  Goods. 

If  this  well  founded  uneasiness,  is  attended  to  by  wise,  and  moder- 
ate men,  in  the  several  States,  it  may  be  improved  to  purposes  the 
most  beneficial,  to  our  national  Government,  as  well  as  to  our  na- 
tional commerce.  You  understand  me,  without  my  adding.  Too  much 
precipitancy  may  injure  us — moderation  8c  delay  have  ever  served  our 
true  interest.  A  fresh  proof  of  this  sentiment,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to 
mention  to  you;  you  remember  the  anxiety  the  Marquis  discovered  at 
Trenton  concerning  the  demand  made  by  his  Court,2  for  satisfaction 
for  a  violation  of  national  law  in  the  affair  at  Philadelphia. 

We  now  have  it  in  our  power  to  conduct  the  business  in  a  mode 
consistent  with  our  own  honor,  &  satisfactory  to  the  other  party. 

I  cannot  be  particular — the  Delay  of  a  decision  has  been  very 
convenient. 

Mr.  Lowell  wrote  me  under  date  of  the  25th  of  April,  mentioning 
the  intention  of  the  Agents  to  come  on  about  the  7th  of  this  month. 

I  conclude  that  they  had  not  received  my  two  last  letters;  I  think  I 
wrote  you  to  the  same  purpose.  No  commission  is  yet  made  out — the 
number  of  Judges  is  incomplete — no  supply  can  be  made  until  you 
come  on.  No  answer  is  yet  returned  from  Mr.  Wythe. 

In  short  there  is  no  possibility  of  trying  the  cause  in  June.  I  think 
the  business  is  in  a  good  train — but  Doct.  Johnson  joins  me  in  Opin- 
ion that  the  Trial  must  be  postponed  until  the  fall — the  Agents  of  New 
York  are  of  this  Opinion  likewise.3 

I  shall  write  again  to  Mr.  Lowell  to  this  purpose  by  this  post — pray 
see  him  and  explain  the  situation. 
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By  the  bye,  the  Secretary  has  given  me  no  Notice  of  my  appoint- 
ment as  one  of  the  Agents.  I  don't  understand  the  reason.  Should  I 
choose  to  attend  the  trial,  I  have  no  authority. 

I  observe  by  the  papers  that  Dalton  is  not  included  in  the  list  of 
Senators  for  Essex — what  is  the  reason?  Did  he  decline? 

Your  Letters  I  believe  have  all  come  to  hand,  but  the  badness  of 
roads  detained  them  long  on  their  way — their  number  I  cannot  ascer- 
tain now,  Mr.  Seymour  is  out  with  my  keys,  and  I  cannot  come  at  my 
Letter  files.  I  hope  you  will  soon  be  with  us — indeed  I  earnestly  wish 
you  back;  I  should  have  a  little  respite  was  you  here,  as  well  as  very 
great  pleasure  in  your  society.  Never  in  my  Life  have  I  been  so  closely 
confined  as  since  I  have  been  in  this  City — you  know  very  well  my  situ- 
ation— constant  watching  fatigues  the  strongest  &  most  experi- 
enced— what  must  then  be  my  condition? 

Our  family  are  all  well.  Nelly  wishes  your  return — Mrs.  M.  &  Grace 
request  it  as  soon  as  you  can  consistently. 

Mr.  Jefferson  inclosed  to  Monroe  the  Pamphlet  that  I  now  send 
you,4  with  an  observation  that  you  was  in  his  Debt  a  Letter  or  two. 

Adieu  my  dear  friend — believe  me  affectionately  your, 

RKing 

RC  (NHi:  King  Papers). 

1  American  merchants  were  Finding  themselves  increasingly  unable  to  compete  with 
their  British  counterparts  since  the  restoration  of  peace,  in  part  because  the  latter  had 
unrestricted  access  to  American  markets  while  British  navigation  acts  severely  limited 
American  trade  with  the  former  mother  country.  At  a  meeting  at  Faneuil  Hall  on  April 
16,  the  merchants  of  Boston  resolved  to  seek  the  "immediate  interposition"  of  Congress 
for  their  relief,  and  to  appeal  to  merchants  throughout  the  states  to  work  in  behalf  of 
augmenting  the  power  of  Congress  to  regulate  trade.  A  petition  signed  by  15  prominent 
Boston  merchants  was  consequendy  dispatched  to  Congress  on  April  22.  According  to 
Secretary  Charles  Thomson's  endorsement,  it  was  read  May  11  and  ordered  "to  lie  til 
Congress  shall  take  into  consideration  the  report  of  comee.  on  An  Application  to  the 
States  for  enlarging  the  powers  of  Congress."  PCC,  item  42,  1:346-50.  The  petition  was 
signed  by  Jonathan  L.  Austin,  Joseph  Barrell,  Samuel  Barrett,  Samuel  Breck,  Caleb 
Davis,  John  Hancock,  Stephen  Higginson,  Charles  Jarvis,  John  Coffin  Jones,  Perez  Mor- 
ton, Samuel  A.  Otis,  Edward  Payne,  Joseph  Russell,  Thomas  Russell,  and  William  Tudor. 
The  resolves  adopted  at  the  April  16  meeting  were  printed  in  a  number  of  Boston  pa- 
pers, appearing  in  the  April  18  issues  of  the  Boston  Gazette  and  the  Independent  Ledger; 
and  the  April  21  issue  of  the  Continental  Journal  and  Weekly  Advertiser. 

For  a  discussion  of  the  orchestration  of  a  merchant  response  to  the  trade  restrictions 
being  experienced  in  a  number  of  states,  see  Gouverneur  Morris  to  John  Jay,  Septem- 
ber 25,  1783,  headnote,  Morris,  Papers  (Ferguson),  vol.  8  (forthcoming). 

-  Although  "the  Marquis"  was  identitfied  as  Lafayette  in  Edmund  C.  Burnett's  Letters, 
8:108  (whose  text  was  taken  from  King,  Correspondence  [King],  1:93),  King  is  undoubt- 
edly referring  to  the  protest  of  the  French  court  concerning  the  assault  of  Charles 
Julien  Longchamps  on  the  marquis  de  Barbe-Marbois,  for  which  see  Thomas  Mifflin  to 
the  chevalier  de  La  Luzerne,  May  31,  1784,  note  2;  and  William  Henry  to  George 
Bryan,  February  26,  1785,  note  2. 

:i  See  the  following  entry. 
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4  A  reference  to  Jean  Baptiste  Dubucq,  Le  Pour  el  If  contre  sur  un  objet  de  grande  discorde 
el  d'importance  majeure:  convient-il  a  /.'administration  de  cider  part  ou  de  ne  rien  cederaux 
Strangers  /Inns  le  commerce  de  la  melropole  aver  ses  colonies?  (London:  [i.e.,  Paris],  1784),  for 
which  see  Jefferson,  Papers  (Boyd),  7:640-41. 


William  Samuel  Johnson  and  Rufus  King  to 
John  Lowell,  Theophilus  Parsons,  and  James  Sullivan 

Gentlemen  New  York  2d  May  1785. 

For  reasons  stated  in  a  Letter  from  Mr.  King  to  Mr.  Lowell  in  last 
month,1  it  has  become  impossible  to  try  the  cause  between  Mas- 
sachusetts &  New  York  in  June.  The  messenger  has  not  yet  returned 
from  Mr.  Wythe. 

In  the  Trial  between  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,  great  inconve- 
nience arose  to  the  latter,  from  want  of  Time  previously  to  arrange  the 
necessary  Papers  and  Documents.  We  hope  the  Trial  between  Mas- 
sachusetts and  New  York  will  not  be  subjected  to  similar  disadvan- 
tages. We  can  discover  no  inconvenience  from  a  Delay  of  the  Trial  till 
autumn;  the  interval  between  this  time  and  that  will  furnish  opportu- 
nity for  a  full  investigation,  and  proper  arrangement,  of  the  cause. 

With  due  consideration  we  have  the  honor  to  be  with  respect  your 
obedient  servants,  Wm.  Saml.  Johnson 

Rufus  King 

RC  (MH-H:  bMS  Am  1582).  Written  by  King  and  signed  by  King  and  Johnson. 
1  See  King  to  Lowell,  April  14. 


Charles  Pinckney  to  Joseph  Howell 

Sir  N.York  May  2.  [17]  85 

The  bearer  Capt  Elholm  who  was  an  officer  in  the  late  Count  Po- 
laskie's  legion  until  the  reduction  of  that  Corps  will  wait  upon  you  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  his  account  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  18  Ulto.  which  he  will  shew  you,  and  by  which  you  will 
find  you  are  authorized  to  settle  and  adjust  his  account,  and  that  the 
resolution  of  the  22d  of  January  1784  respecting  General  Armands 
corps  is  made  to  extend  to  him.1  As  this  Gentlemans  merit  and  services 
entitle  him  to  particular  attention  the  delegates  of  South  Carolina  will 
esteem  themselves  obliged  by  your  settling  his  account  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, as  the  Captain  is  under  the  necessity  of  returning  to  the  south- 
ward in  a  few  days  and  only  goes  to  Philadelphia  for  this  purpose. 
Should  the  Muster  rolls  or  other  documents  necessary  for  settling  the 
accounts  of  that  Corps  have  been  lost  during  the  war;  We  conceive 
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there  are  resolutions  of  Congress  upon  that  subject  to  guide  you  in 
the  settlement  of  accounts.  Or  should  any  other  difficulties  occur  to 
prevent  your  being  able  to  adjust  them — I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to 
write  me  upon  the  subject  by  the  return  of  Capt  Elholm  stating  them 
fully  together  with  your  opinion  what  he  should  do  or  where  he 
should  apply  to  have  them  settled  as  this  alone  brought  him  from  Car- 
olina and  it  would  be  extremly  inconvenient  and  expensive  to  him  to 
remain  longer  at  the  northward  than  was  absolutely  necessary.  Your 
attention  to  this  affair  will  very  much  oblige  the  delegates  of  South 
Carolina  and  particularly  your  humble  Servant, 

Chas.  Pinckney2 

Tr  (DNA:  Record  Group  93,  v.  136). 

1  Capt.  Augustus  Christian  George  Elholm,  who  had  served  as  a  lieutenant  with  Pu- 
laski's Legion,  1778-80,  and  as  a  captain  with  the  state  troops  in  South  Carolina, 
1781-83,  began  appealing  to  Congress  in  the  spring  of  1784  for  the  balance  of  the  pay 
due  him,  enlisting  the  support  of  Benjamin  Guerard,  William  Moultrie,  Charles  Pinck- 
ney, David  Ramsay,  and  John  Rutledge.  On  March  15,  1785,  Congress  finally  appointed 
a  committee  consisting  of  William  Samuel  Johnson,  Rufus  King,  and  Abiel  Foster  to  re- 
view his  case  but  their  March  21  report  was  recommitted.  On  April  4  Pinckney  moved  in 
Congress  that  Elholm's  account  be  referred  to  the  paymaster  general  for  settlement 
and  that  South  Carolina  advance  him  $1,000  on  account  of  the  United  States  to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  next  requisition.  And  on  April  9  Elholm  furnished  the  committee  with 
several  testimonials  including  his  own  "Narrative  of  an  Enterprize  in  Seventeen  hun- 
dred and  Seventy  nine"  describing  the  capture  of  more  than  150  British  soldiers  near 
Savannah.  On  April  18  Congress  accepted  the  committee's  second  report  by  ordering 
Elholm's  accounts  to  be  settled,  directing  that  the  resolution  of  January  22,  1784,  per- 
taining to  Armand's  corps  and  other  foreign  officers  be  extended  to  him,  and  request- 
ing South  Carolina  to  advance  him  one-fifth  the  balance  due  him,  to  be  charged  to  the 
United  States.  Finally,  on  May  1 1  Congress  directed  the  secretary  at  war  to  issue  Elholm 
"a  certificate  fully  expressive  of  his  capacity  and  services,"  in  testimony  to  "his  bravery, 
integrity,  abilities  and  industry  in  the  service  of  the  United  States."  See  JCC,  26:42-44, 
28:163n,  182n,  229,  231n,  274,  347;  PCC,  item  167,  fols.  193-237;  and  Heitman,  Histori- 
cal Register,  p.  166. 

2  Pinckney  also  wrote  this  day  to  the  commissioners  of  the  South  Carolina  treasury, 
explaining  that  since  the  legislature  had  recently  authorized  them  "to  advance  to  the 
delegates  in  Congress  their  salaries  half  yearly,"  he  had  drawn  £300  sterling  on  them  in 
favor  of  New  York  merchants  James  Buchanan  &  Co.  "Unprocessed  Material,"  1981, 
ScCoAH. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  George  Washington 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  May  3d.  1 785 

I  have  long  had  a  letter  prepared  for  you  in  answer  to  your  last1 
favor  which  I  have  kept  for  the  honorable  Mr.  Sitgreaves  to  be  the 
bearer  of,  as  he  proposed  to  visit  you  on  his  return  to  North 
Carolina;2  and  the  more  especially  as  his  stay  has  been  occasioned  by 
the  necessity  of  seeing  the  very  important  ordinance  passed  for  selling 
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the  western  lands,  which  I  wished  you  to  have  in  its  perfected  state. 
The  principal  design  of  this  letter  is,  to  introduce  to  you  Mr.  Graham, 
and  his  Lady  the  justly  celebrated  Mrs.  Macaulay  Graham,:i  whose  rep- 
utation in  the  learned  world  and  among  the  friends  to  the  rights  of 
human  nature  is  very  high  indeed.  Her  merit  as  an  Historian  is  very 
great,  and  places  her  as  an  Author  in  the  foremost  rank  of  writers.  I 
am  well  pleased  to  find  that  she,  as  well  as  all  other  judicious  foreign- 
ers, think  themselves  when  in  America,  however  distant  from  Mount 
Vernon,  obliged  to  pay  their  respects  to  you.  I  believe  that  this  has 
been  her  only  motive  for  going  so  far  South  as  Virginia.  We  are 
amused  here  with  an  account  that  does  not  indeed  come  officially  to 
us,  but  however,  in  such  a  way  as  to  merit  attention.  It  is,  a  plan  of  the 
Emperor  of  Germany,  which  seems  calculated  to  quiet  his  quarrel 
with  Holland,  altho  perhaps  it  may  not  prevent  a  war  in  Europe.  He  is 
said  to  have  made  a  treaty  with  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  by  which  he  ex- 
changes his  Netherland  dominions  for  those  of  Bavaria,  and  transfers 
with  the  exchange,  all  his  rights  and  claims  upon  Holland:  reserving 
Namure  and  Luxembourg  with  a  district  of  country  around,  as  a 
douceur  to  France  for  obtaining  the  consent  of  that  Court  to  the  ex- 
change. The  Bavarian  dominions  being  much  more  contiguous  to  the 
Austrian  than  those  of  the  Netherlands,  must  greatly  increase  the  Em- 
perors power  by  a  concentration  of  his  force,  heretofore  so  much  di- 
vided, as  to  render  the  Netherlands  of  no  great  aid  in  case  of  war.  This 
however,  by  increasing  the  Austrian  power,  must  of  course  excite 
greatly  the  jealousy  of  Prussia  in  particular,  whose  King  will  propably 
risk  a  war  rather  than  see  his  rival  thus  strengthened.  Holland  in  the 
mean  time  will  be  relieved,  by  injurious  claims  being  transferd  from  a 
strong  to  a  weak  land,  and  the  Emperor  may  find  himself  brought  to  a 
more  equal  contest  by  combating  one,  instead  of  three  powers  lately 
combined  against  him.  What  may  be  the  issue  of  the  new  System,  time 
must  develope.  I  wish  that  I  may  be  enabled  by  Mr.  Sitgreaves  to  fur- 
nish you  with  the  final  sense  of  Congress  upon  the  momentous  busi- 
ness of  selling  the  western  lands,  in  doing  which,  the  first  and  greatest 
object  seems  to  be,  the  discharging  effectually  the  great  weight  of 
debt  that  the  war  has  created,  and  which  obstructs  so  effectually  every 
arrangement  for  future  security. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  sincerest  respect  and 
esteem,  dear  Sir  Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant 

Richard  Henry  Lee 

RC  (DLC:  Washington  Papers). 

1  That  is,  Washington's  letter  of  March  15,  for  which  see  Lee  to  Washington,  April  18, 
note  1. 

2  See  William  Grayson  to  Washington,  May  5?,  note  6. 
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3  For  other  letters  introducing  the  well-known  historian  and  essayist  Catharine 
Macaulay  Graham  (1731-1791)  and  her  husband  William,  who  arrived  at  Mt.  Vernon 
June  4,  see  Washington,  Papen  (Abbot),  Confederation  Series,  2:533n.3.  For  her  reputa- 
tion in  America,  see  Paul  H.  Smith,  comp.,  English  Defenders  of  American  Freedoms, 
1774-1778  (Washington:  Library  of  Congress,  1972),  pp.  107-10. 


William  Samuel  Johnson  to  Joseph  Piatt  Cooke 

Dr  Sr.  N  York  May  4th  1 785 

Our  situation  here  is  rather  disagreeable.  There  are  only  9  States  in 
Town,  seldom  more  than  8  often  but  7  upon  the  floor,  even  when 
there  are  9  nothing  important  can  pass;  you  are  sensible  without  Una- 
nimity, which  is  not  much  to  be  expected  in  any  case.  The  Land  Offe. 
Ordin[anc]e  about  which  warm  &  unexpected  disputes  have  arisen  is 
not  pass'd,  the  Requist'n  not  even  taken  up.  They  can  neither  of  them 
pass  with  9  States.  Business  languishes  therefe.  &  Gentn.  are  uneasy. 
Mr.  Strong  is  not  arriv'd  nor  do  I  hear  of  him.1  I  am  of  little  Use  here 
I  have  therefe  resolv'd  to  take  this  Oppy.  to  visit  my  Family.  I  shall  set 
out  tomorrow,  prepared  however  &  determin'd  (tho'  it  would  be  of 
particular  service  to  my  private  affairs  to  go  on  to  Hartfd.)  to  return 
here  the  Moment  it  can  be  of  any  Utility.  In  this  situation  of  Affairs  I 
submit  it  to  you  whether  it  will  not  be  of  more  importance  for  you  to 
return  here  with  me  next  week  than  to  go  as  I  presume  you  propose 
to  Hartford.  The  call  this  way  is  certainly  strong.  If  you  concur  in  this 
Idea  I  will  meet  you  at  Fairfield  on  Tuesday  or  Friday  of  next  week  as 
you  shall  appoint.  If  on  the  other  hand  you  think  it  more  eligible  to 
go  on  to  Hartford,  I  beg  you  will  come  by  way  of  Stratford  that  we  may 
concert  the  best  measures  we  can  for  obtaining  a  full  representation 
of  the  State  &  that  I  may  know  how  best  to  regulate  my  own  Conduct 
for  the  public  service.  At  any  rate  I  beg  a  line  from  you  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible acquainting  me  what  I  may  expect  &  am  with  the  sincerest  re- 
spect &  Esteem,  yr.  most  obedt.  8c  affecte.  8c  humble  Servt. 

[P.S.]  Pressing  Lettrs  are  gone  to  Connt.  8c  the  other  Unrepresentd. 
States  to  send  on  their  Deligates. 

FC  (CtHi:  Johnson  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  William  Samuel  Johnson. 

1  That  isjedediah  Strong,  who  had  been  elected  a  delegate  May  13,  1784,  but  never 
attended  Congress. 

Cooke  had  explained  in  a  May  2  letter  to  Johnson  that  upon  his  return  to  Connecti- 
cut he  had  written  to  Jonathan  Sturges  "pressing  upon  him  the  necessity  of  his  immedi- 
ate attendance"  to  keep  Connecticut  represented  in  Congress.  As  he  was  about  to  set 
out  for  Hartford,  he  would  use  the  opportunity  to  urge  "some  other  Gentleman  ...  to 
join  you  very  soon. "Johnson  Papers,  CtHi. 

Cooke  himself  returned  May  16  (JCQ  28:361);  Sturges  did  not  attend  Congress  until  1786. 
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Richard  Henry  Lee  to  John  Fitzgerald 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  May  4th.  1 785 

Your  favor  of  April  the  20th  enclosing  a  bill  on  Boston  for  £200  our 
currency  is  this  moment  come  to  hand ' — I  will  endeavor  to  dispose  of 
it  in  this  City.  I  thank  you  sir  for  your  obliging  offer  of  subscribing  to 
the  Potomac  navigation  for  me,  but  as  I  hope  to  pass  thro  Alexandria 
in  June  or  July  when  Congress  adjourns — I  will  suspend  my  subscrip- 
tion until  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you.  We  have  no  news  here  of 
any  consequence.  The  Emperors  quarrel  with  the  Dutch  seems  to  be 
quieted,  but  it  is  not  improbable  that  a  war  between  him  &  Prussia  will 
take  place.  Congress  has  taken  the  most  effectual  steps  in  their  power 
to  quiet  the  Barbary  Pirates,  so  as  to  prevent  their  hostilities  upon  our 
Commerce. 

I  am  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Richard  Henry  Lee 

RC  (Creighton  C.  Hart,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  1974). 

1  Lee  had  also  written  the  following  letter,  addressed  "Col.  Fitzgerald,  Merchant  in 
Alexandria,  Virginia,"  on  April  27.  "Your  letter  to  me  enclosing  a  packet  for  Mr.  Storey  I 
replied  to  by  the  next  post  after  I  received  it,  since  which  I  have  not  been  favoured  with 
any  other  letter  from  you.  My  son,  Mr.  Thomas  Lee  of  Dumfries,  has  given  me  reason  to 
have  expected  for  the  two  last  posts  a  remittance  from  you  of  two  hundred  pounds  our 
currency,  but  your  silence  on  this  head  gives  me  apprehension  that  there  is  some  mis- 
take, or  that  your  letter  may  have  miscarried.  Be  pleased  to  let  me  hear  from  you  on 
this  subject.  The  slow  arrival  of  the  packets  leave  us  here  without  any  news  foreign,  and 
the  domestic  is  in  no  ways  interesting."  Historical  Magazine  7  (June  1863):  193-94. 


Charles  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book 

[May  4-30,  1785] 
May  4th.  Ordered  That  the  papers  belonging  to  Mr.  de  Neufville 
which  was  in  the  Hands  of  Congress,  be  delivered  to  the  said  Neufville 
and  a  receipt  taken  for  the  same.1 

Ditto  5th.  Ordered  that  the  injunction  of  Secresy  is  taken  off,  of  the 
Letters  No  1,  2,  4,  6  &  7  which  came  enclosed  in  a  Letter  of  the  9th 
Feby.  1785  from  Messrs.  Adams,  Franklin  &  Jefferson,  so  far  as  relates 
to  free  ports.2 

Transmitted  to  Mr.  Monroe  a  Copy  of  the  Translation  of  a  Letter 
No  6  from  the  Charge  des  Affaires  of  the  King  of  Naples.23 
[May  8th. ]3  Transmitted  to  Mr.  Monroe  a  Copy  of  a  Treaty 
conclu[d]ed  at  Fort  Stanwix — Copy  of  a  Treaty  conclu[d]ed  at  Fort 
Mcintosh  between  the  Commissioners  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Wiandot  and  Delaware  Nations  of  Indians — and  Re- 
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solves  of  Congress  respecting  Treaties  to  [be]  made  with  the  Northern 
and  Southern  Indians.4 

Transmitted  to  Mr.  King  a  Copy  of  the  above. 
13th.  Delivered  to  the  Secretary  for  foreign  affairs  a  complete  sett 
of  the  Journals  of  Congress  from  1775  to  1784  inclusive  as  per  Receipt 
on  the  file. 

20.  Delivered  to  Mr.  Ramsay  a  Compleat  sett  of  the  Journals  of  Con- 
gress from  1775  to  7th  April  1785  inclusive  (1780  except[ed]). 

Delivered  to  Mr.  Burrell  Commissioner  for  the  Commissaries  de- 
partment, Journals  of  Congress  for  1782  to  the  7th  of  April  1785  inclu- 
sive. 

Delivered  to  the  Comptroller  the  proceedings  of  Congress  from 
the  first  Monday  in  November  1784  to  the  7th  of  April  1785  and  Com- 
mittee of  the  States. 

21st.  Transmitted  to  Mr.  Houstoun  a  Letter  directed  to  Genl.  Mcin- 
tosh with  a  Commission  enclosed  authorizing  him  to  Treat  with  the 
Southern  Indians — which  he  is  to  forward.5 

Transmitted  to  Mr.  Spaight  Copy  of  the  memorial  of  the  inhabi- 
tants who  call  themselves  the  State  of  Franklin. 6 

Transmitted  to  Mr.  Williamson  copy  of  a  resolve  of  Congress 
passed  June  1784  respecting  the  monument  of  Genl.  Montgomery — 
and  a  Motion  of  Mr.  Vining  passed  the  29th  April  1785.7 

23d.  Transmitted  to  George  Augustus  Christian  Elholm  3  Copies  of 
a  resolve  of  Congress  passed  the  11  May  1785  respecting  his  abilities 
and  services  in  the  United  States.8 

Delivered  to  the  Board  of  Treasury  a  Journal  of  Congress  for  the 
year  1777. 

Delivered  to  Mr.  Kean  the  Journals  of  Congress  from  1775  to  7th 
April  1785  (1780  excepted). 

27th.  Delivered  to  Mr.  Long  Copies  of  the  last  Indian  treaties,  with 
the  resolves  of  Congress  respecting  treaties  to  be  held  with  the  North- 
ern and  southern  Indians." 

Transmitted  to  Mr.  Spaight  Copy  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress 
respecting  the  Acts  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  Ceding  Western 
Territory  to  the  United  States.10 

30th.  Transmitted  to  the  Governor  of  Newhampshire  an  Act  of  the 
United  States  for  laying  out  into  distinct  States  the  western  territory 
ceded  to  the  Union  by  the  individual  States — an  ordinance  for  ascer- 
taining the  mode  of  disposing  of  lands  in  the  western  Territory,  and 
subsequent  measures  taken  for  carrying  the  ordinance  into  effect, 
with  a  letter  accompanying  the  above.11 

Transmitted  to  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  the  same  as  above 
mentioned. 

Transmitted  to  the  governor  of  Rhodeisland  as  above. 

Ditto  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

Ditto  ( Governor  of  New  York. 
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Ditto  Governor  of  New  Jersey. 

Ditto  President  of  Pensylvania. 

Ditto  Governor  of  the  State  of  Delaware  with  an  Ordinance  for 
the  regulation  of  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress.12 

Ditto  to  Governor  of  Maryland. 

Ditto  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 

Ditto  to  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  and  a  recommendation 
to  the  State. 

Ditto  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina  same  as  Virginia  by  Mr. 
Pinckney — a  Letter  to  Mr.  Tate. 

Transmitted  to  the  State  of  Georgia  the  same  as  Virginia,  by  the 
Honorable  Mr.  Houstoun. 

Transmitted  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Adams  an  Ordinance  for  ascertain- 
ing the  mode  of  disposing  lands  in  the  Western  territory  and  his  ap- 
pointment as  Surveyor.13  Duplicate  17th  June.14 

Ditto  to  Mr.  Rufus  Putnam  Do.  Duplicate  17th  June 

Ditto  to  Mr.  Caleb  Harris  Do.     Ditto  17th  do 

Ditto  to  Mr.  William  Morris  Do. 

Ditto  to  Mr.  Adam  Hoops  Ditto. 

Ditto  to  Mr.  James  Simpson  Do. 

Ditto  to  Mr.  Alexander  Parker  Do.  Duplicate  17th  do 

Ditto  to  Mr.  Absolam  Tetam  [Tatum]  by  Mr.  Spaight  17th  do 

Ditto  to  Mr.  William  Tate  by  Mr.  Pinckney  17th  do 

MS  (DNA:  PCC,  item  181).  In  the  hand  of  John  Fisher.  A  continuation  of  Thomson's 
Memorandum  Book,  April  5-29,  1785. 
i  SeeJCC,  28:339n. 

2  See  JCC,  28:341  n.  A  receipt  signed  May  8th  by  Robert  Pemberton,  a  clerk  in  the  War 
Office,  for  "a  paper  indorsed  Military  ideas  on  Peace  Establishment  by  Baron  Steuben,  for 
the  use  of  the  Secretary  at  War  to  be  returned,"  follows  at  this  point  in  the  manuscript. 

2>>  For  the  chevalier  de  Pio's  January  22  letter  to  the  American  commissioners,  see 
Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-89,  1:549-50. 

3  Ditto  marks  appear  at  this  point  in  the  manuscript,  which  apparently  refer  to  the  im- 
mediately preceding  May  8th  receipt  rather  than  to  tbe  previous  regular  entry  of  May  5th. 

4  See  JCC,  28:160-62,  180-81,  195-96,  423-26. 

5  See  Thomson  to  Lachlan  Mcintosh,  May  18,  1785. 

6  See  the  enclosure  in  Samuel  Hardy  to  Patrick  Henry,  January  17,  1785. 
'  SeeJCC,  27:504-5,  28:321. 

8  SeeJCC,  28:347;  and  Charles  Pinckney  to  Joseph  Howell,  May  2. 

9  See  note  4. 

io  SeeJCC,  28:382-87;  and  Thomson  to  Richard  Caswell,  May  28. 
1 '  See  Thomson  to  Certain  States,  May  28. 
>'->  See  JCC,  28:212-14. 

13  See  Thomson  to  the  Continental  Surveyors,  May  28. 

14  At  this  point  in  the  margin  Fisher  later  wrote  "declined"  to  signify  Adams'  response 
to  his  appointment  as  one  of  the  Continental  surveyors;  and  opposite  the  names  of 
Rufus  Putnam,  William  Morris,  Adam  Hoops,  and  James  Simpson  he  wrote  "accepted." 
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William  Grayson  to  George  Washington 

Dear  Sir.  New  York  May  [5?]  1785.1 

I  have  recieved  your  letter  of  the  25th  of  Aprill,2  for  which  I  am 
much  oblig'd  to  you;  I  am  sorry  for  the  melancholy  occasion  which 
has  induc'd  you  to  leave  Mount  Vernon,  and  for  the  affliction  which 
the  loss  of  such  near  relations  must  involve  Mrs.  Washington  in. 

The  Ordinance  for  disposing  of  the  western  territory  has  been 
under  consideration  ever  since  I  wrote  you  last''  8c  has  underwent  sev- 
eral alterations,  the  most  considerable  of  which  is  that  one  half  the 
land  is  to  be  sold  by  sections  or  lots,  &r  the  other  half  by  entire  Town- 
ships; &  the  dimension  of  each  township  is  reduc'd  to  six  miles;  I  now 
expect  the  Ordinance  will  be  completed  in  a  few  days,  it  having  the 
opinion  of  most  gentlemen  that  it  is  better  to  pass  it  in  it's  present 
form  nearly,  than  to  delay  it  much  longer  &  incur  the  risque  of  losing 
the  country  altogether.  As  soon  as  it  is  finished  I  shall  do  myself  the 
honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy,4  and  though  it  will  be  far  from  being  the 
best  that  could  be  made,  yet  I  verily  believe  it  is  the  best  that  under 
present  circumstances  can  be  procured.  There  have  appeared  so 
many  interfering  interests,  most  of  them  imaginary,  so  many  ill 
founded  jealousies  8c  suspicions  throughout  the  whole,  that  I  am  only 
surpris'd  the  Ordinance  is  not  more  exceptionable;  indeed  if  the  im- 
portunities of  the  public  Creditors,  &  the  reluctance  to  pay  them  by 
taxation  8c  the  direct  or  implied  had  not  been  so  great  I  am  satisfyed 
no  land  Ordinance  could  have  been  procured,  except  under  such  dis- 
advantages as  would  in  a  great  degree  have  excluded  the  idea  of  ac- 
tual settlements  within  any  short  length  of  time;  This  is  not  strange 
when  we  reflect  that  several  of  the  States  are  averse  to  new  votes  from 
that  part  of  the  Continent  8c  that  some  of  them  are  now  disposing  of 
their  own  vacant  lands,  8c  of  course  wish  to  have  their  particular  debts 
paid  8c  their  own  countries  settled  in  the  first  instance  before  there  is 
any  interference  from  any  other  quarter.  With  respect  to  the  different 
places  of  sale,  it  is  certainly  open  to  the  objections  you  mention,  but  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  accede  to  the  measure,  before  we  could 
advance  a  single  step.  Since  the  receipt  of  your  letter  I  have  hinted  to 
some  of  the  members  the  propriety  of  altering  this  part,  but  find  that 
the  idea  of  allowing  the  Citizens  of  each  State  an  equal  chance  of  try- 
ing the  good  lands  at  their  own  doors,  was  one  of  the  strongest  rea- 
sons with  them  for  consenting  to  the  ordinance.  As  to  the  individual 
states  interfering  in  the  sale,  it  is  guarded  against;  and  in  case  the  loan 
Officer  who  is  responsible  only  to  Congress  cannot  dispose  of  the  land 
in  a  limited  time,  it  is  to  be  return'd  to  the  Treasury  board:  With  re- 
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spect  to  the  fractional  parts  of  Townships  the  Ordinance  has  now  pro- 
vided for  all  cases  which  can  occur,  except  with  respect  to  the  Pensyl- 
vania  line — The  Course  of  the  new  State  from  the  Ohio  will  be  due 
North,  and  the  dispute  with  Pensylvania  will  be  open  to  discussion 
hereafter.  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  throughout  this  measure,  there 
has  been  a  necessity  for  sacrificing  one's  own  opinion  to  that  of  other 
people  for  the  purpose  of  getting  forward.  There  has  never  been 
above  ten  States  on  the  floor  &  nine  of  these  were  necessary  to  concur 
in  one  Sentiment,  least  they  should  refuse  to  vote  for  the  Ordinance 
on  it's  passage.  The  price  is  fix'd  at  a  dollar  the  acre  liquidated  certifi- 
cates, that  is  the  land  is  not  to  be  sold  under  that;  The  reason  for  es- 
tablishing this  sum  was  that  a  part  of  the  house  were  for  half  a  dollar, 
and  another  part  for  two  dollars  8c  others  for  intermediate  sums  be- 
tween the  two  extremes,  so  that  ultimately  this  was  agreed  upon  as  a 
central  ground.  If  it  is  too  high  (which  I  am  afraid  is  the  case)  it  may 
hereafter  be  corrected  by  a  resolution. 

I  still  mean  to  move  for  some  amendments  which  I  think  will  not 
only  advance  the  sale,  but  increase  the  facility  of  purchasing  to  for- 
eigners, though  from  present  appearances  I  own  I  have  but  little 
hopes  of  success. 

After  this  affair  is  over,  the  requisition  for  the  current  year  will  be 
brought  forward.  The  article  of  30,000  dollars  for  the  erection  of 
foederal  buildings  at  Trenton  I  have  already  objected  to,  &  shall  con- 
tinue to  oppose  by  every  means  in  my  power,  as  I  look  upon  the  mea- 
sure to  be  fundamentally  wrong,5  8c  I  am  in  hopes  nine  States  cannot 
be  found  to  vote  for  it;  should  those  in  opposition  to  the  measure  be 
able  to  put  off  the  execution  for  the  present  year  it  is  to  be  expected 
that  the  Southern  States  will  open  their  eyes  to  their  true  interests  & 
view  this  subject  in  a  different  light.  What  I  at  present  fear  is,  that  fail- 
ing to  get  this  article  allowed  in  the  requisition  they  will  attempt  to 
draw  the  money  from  Holland  by  a  vote  of  seven  States  inasmuch  as  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars  were  voted  at  Trenton  for  that  purpose  al- 
though no  particular  fund  was  assigned.  I  own  this  matter  has  giv'n 
me  some  disgust,  as  I  see  an  intemperate  ardor  to  carry  it  into  execu- 
tion before  the  sense  of  the  Union  is  known;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
some  gentlemen  have  come  into  Congress  expressly  for  that  purpose. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  introducing  Mr.  StGreave6  a  delegate  from 
North  Carolina  a  gentleman  of  great  worth  who  is  travelling  through 
our  State  to  his  own  Country.  He  will  he  very  happy  to  communicate 
to  you  the  news  of  this  place.  I  inclose  you  the  report  of  a  Comme.  for 
altering  the  first  paragraph  of  the  9th  article  of  the  confederation,7  8c 
which  embraces  objects  of  great  magnitude,  &  about  which  there  is  a 
great  difference  of  sentiment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  Yr.  Affect,  frd.  8c 
Most  Obed.  sert.,  Willm.  Grayson. 
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RC  (DLC:  Washington  Papers). 

1  Although  Grayson  left  the  day  of  the  month  blank,  this  letter  was  probably  written 
on  May  5  after  Congress,  which  was  considering  the  land  ordinance,  agreed  that  "one 
half  the  land  is  to  be  sold  by  sections  or  lots,  &  the  other  half  by  entire  townships,"  but 
before  Congress  took  up  the  following  day  one  of  the  amendments  that  Grayson  told 
Washington  "I  still  mean  to  move  for."  Moreover,  Grayson's  motion  to  reduce  "the  di- 
mension of  each  township  ...  to  six  miles,"  which  had  been  defeated  on  May  3,  had 
been  incorporated  into  the  approved  second  reading  of  the  ordinance  on  the  5th  and 
was  part  of  the  language  of  the  ordinance  when  Grayson  offered  his  May  6  amendment. 
Thereafter  the  land  ordinance  was  suspended  from  active  consideration  until  May  18. 
See  JCC,  28:327,  335-39,  342-43,  365.  It  is  also  probable  that  Grayson  wrote  this  letter 
the  same  day  he  penned  the  following  brief  May  5  letter  of  introduction  to  Washington: 
"Mr  King  one  of  the  delegates  of  Massachusets  bay,  &c  a  gentleman  of  great  worth  has 
particularly  requested  me  to  introduce  to  you,  Mr  Prince  &  Mr  Darby,  the  former  a 
Clergyman  of  amiable  character,  the  latter  the  son  of  a  respectable  Merchant:  They  are 
travelling  to  Virginia  &  have  a  desire  of  calling  at  Mount  Vernon."  Washington,  Papers 
(Abbot),  Confederation  Series,  2:539.  See  also  note  6  below. 

2  For  which  see  ibid.,  pp.  519-21. 

3  That  is,  on  April  15. 

4  Grayson  honored  his  commitment  with  a  brief  letter  on  May  27:  'The  Ordinance 
for  the  disposal  of  the  Western  territory  was  pass'd  three  days  ago,  &  I  take  the  earliest 
oppertunity  of  inclosing  you  a  copy."  Washington  Papers,  DLC.  The  ordinance  had  of 
course  passed  on  May  20,  not  "three  days  ago,"  but  the  500  copies  run  off  by  John  Dun- 
lap  were  not  available  until  May  26.  See/CC,  28:375-81,  29:923. 

5  See  Grayson  to  James  Madison,  May  1,  note  10. 

fiJohn  Sitgreaves,  who  carried  this  letter  and  two  from  Pres.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  last 
attended  Congress  on  May  6,  apparently  leaving  New  York  on  the  9th.  See  JCC, 
28:343-44;  Lee  to  Washington,  April  18  and  May  7;  and  Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry, 
May  8. 

i  See  JCC,  28:201-5. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Thomas  Cushing 

Dear  Sir,  New  York,  5th  May  1785. 

I  have  rec'd  your  kind  8c  polite  address  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  the  13th  ultimo.  The  Assembly  of  N.Y  are  up  without  grantg  the 
impost  and  I  have  no  reason  to  think,  that  Congress  being  in  this  city, 
has  had  a  tendency  to  obtain  it  or  I  might  have  said,  that  some  of  their 
members  being  here,  has  not  been  a  means  of  forwarding  a  compli- 
ance. You  signify  a  wish  to  be  informed  whither  a  commercial  treaty  be- 
tween the  U.S.  8c  G.B.  is  likely  to  take  place;  I  can  only  say  that  we  have 
persons  in  Europe  fully  authorized  to  treat  upon  the  subject,  &  that  I 
think  it  most  likely  they  are  now  at  the  court  of  London  for  that  pur- 
pose; yet  I  have  doubts  whether  such  an  event  will  take  place  at  pre- 
sent. The  late  proceedings  of  the  good  people  of  Boston  gives  us  some 
concern  here,1  least  they  may  carry  the  matter  too  far,  I  wish  they 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  wait  'till  the  several  states  shall  have  given 
Congress  powers  to  counteract  the  British  in  their  commercial  plans; 
which  you  may  be  assured  Congress  would  attend  to  immediately. 
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An  ordinance  for  ascertaining  the  mode  of  disposing  of  Lands  in 
the  western  territory,  has  taken  up  much  time  in  Congress  of  late  &  it 
yet  remains  uncertain  when  it  will  get  through,  but  I  believe  it  is  the 
expectations  of  the  members  that  it  will  be  passed  upon  in  a  few  days. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  consideration  &  respect,  your 
most  obedt  servant 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten.  Addressed:  "His  Honor 
Thomas  dishing  esqr." 

1  See  Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  May  1,  note  1. 


James  Monroe  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir  New  York  May  [5?].  1785' 

Your  favor  of  the  12th  of  April  accompanied  with  the  cypher  I  re- 
ceiv'd  yesterday.2  The  appointment  of  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Ct.  of  G.  B. 
was  soon  afterwards  succeeded  by  that  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  that  of 
France.  Their  commissions  have  been  some  time  since  forwarded  & 
before  this  they  are  no  doubt  station 'd  at  their  respective  courts.  The 
removal  of  the  former  gave  uneasiness  to  Mr.  Vfajn  Berkell  but  as  it 
was  immediately  resolv'd  to  appoint  a  successor,  it  hath  probably 
abated.  Govr.  Livingston,  Rutledge,  &  R.  H.  Harrison  C.J.  of  Maryld. 
are  in  nomination.3  {Great  Britain}4  is  still  possess'd  of  the  {posts}  [on] 
the  {lakes  nor  have  we  reason  to  suppose  she  means  to  evacuate.  Of 
this  however  Mr.  Adams  will  inform  us}.  Our  affairs  with  {Spain  is  sus- 
pended until]  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Gardoqui.  He  is  expected}.  The  affrs. 
of  {Langchamp}  hath  not  been  acted  on;  for  particular  reasons  it  hath 
hitherto  been  deferr'd.5  A  recommendation  hath  been  made  to  the 
States  of  Connecticut,  N  Yk.,  Jersey  &  Pena.  to  raise  700  men  for  the 
protection  of  the  frontier  settlements.  It  was  question'd  whether  it 
were  not  better  by  requisition  &  upon  the  Union,  since  it  might  be 
the  commencment  of  an  establishmt.  wh.  might  last  for  ages,  &  if  the 
right  of  requisition  existed,  the  effecting  by  other  means  might  tend 
to  weaken  8c  ultimately  destroy  it.  The  delegation  of  Mass.  at  Annapo- 
lis protested  agnst.  this  right  &  their  state  approv'd  their  conduct.  But 
as  the  right  of  requisition  existed  only  when  exerted  on  the  Union  & 
it  seem'd  generally  preferr'd  to  raise  them  from  3  or  4  of  the  States 
most  conveniently  situated,  it  was  ultimately  agreed  to  adopt  the 
mode  of  recommendation.6  An  ordinance  regulating  the  mode  of  sur- 
vey &  sale  of  the  lands  ceded  by  Virga  hath  lately  engag'd  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress — it  hath  not  yet  pass'd  but  as  all  the  points  of  vari- 
ance seem  at  length  accomodated,  it  will  perhaps  in  the  course  of  the 
succeeding  week.  The  original  report  admited  of  the  sale  only  of 
tracts  containing  30,000  acres  call'd  townships;  this  was  adher'd  to 
with  great  obstinacy  by  the  E.  men  &  as  firmly  oppos'd  by  the  south- 
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ern.  At  length  however  the  Eastern  partly  [party?]  gave  up  the  point 
at  least  so  far  as  to  meet  on  middle  ground.  As  it  now  stands  it  is  to  be 
surveyed  in  townships,  containing  abt.  26,000  acres  each,  each  town- 
ship mark'd  on  the  plat  into  lots  of  one  mile  square,  and  V>  the  coun- 
try sold  only  in  townships  &  the  other  in  lots.  13  surveyors  are  to  be 
appointed  for  the  purpose  to  act  under  the  controul  of  the  Geogra- 
pher, begining  with  the  first  range  of  townships  upon  the  Ohio  &  run- 
ning north  to  the  lakes,  from  the  termination  of  the  line  which  forms 
the  southern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Pena.,  &  so  on  westwd.  with 
each  range.  As  soon  as  five  ranges  shall  be  survey'd  the  return  will  be 
made  to  the  Bd.  of  Treasury,  who  are  instructed  to  draw  for  them  in 
the  name  of  each  State  in  the  proportion  of  the  requisition  on  each, 
8c  transmit  its  portion  to  the  loan  officer  in  each,  for  sale  at  publick 
vendue,  provided  it  is,  nor  any  part,  sold  for  less  than  one  dolr.  specie 
or  certificates  the  acre.7  Thus  stands  the  ordinance  at  present.8 

Sometime  since  a  treaty  was  order'd  to  be  held  with  the  Indians  in 
the  southern  department,  to  wh.  commission  Mr.  Hawkins  of  No.  Car- 
olina, Joseph  Martin  of  Virga.  8c  some  others  were  appointed.9  A 
treaty  is  also  to  be  held  with  the  Indians  westward  at  post  St.  Vincents 
or  somewhere  on  the  Wabash  or  Missisippi  for  the  purpose  of  extin- 
guishing the  claims  to  soil  of  the  tribes  who  inhabit  in  that  direction. 
The  late  comrs.  are  continued  in  the  appointment.10 

The  interest  on  the  loans  in  Holland  for  the  last  year  we  understand 
is  paid  but  not  on  those  of  France,  by  the  completion  of  a  loan 
order'd  to  be  effected  before  the  peace.  No  new  loan  is  orderd  nor 
will  there  be  as  I  conceive.  A  requisition  is  before  Congress  for  money 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  domestic  debt  to  the  31  of 
Deer.  1784  8c  on  the  foreign  to  the  31  of  85  amounting  to  3,000,000  of 
dolrs.,  inclusive  of  the  current  expences  of  Government;  the  monies 
to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  foreign  debt  &  the 
expences  of  govt,  amounting  to  abt.  1,000,000  of  dolrs.  to  be  reed,  in 
specie  only  &  the  application  to  the  interest  on  the  domestic  debt  in 
certificates  under  the  modification  of  the  late  requisition  being  abt.  2 
thirds.  I  am  strongly  enclin'd  to  believe  the  western  lands  will  absorb 
all  the  domestic  debt  Eastwd.;  the  gentn.  from  that  quarter  think  so.  I 
am  also  fully  persuaded  that  when  the  accts.  of  Virga.  8c  No.  Carolina 
shall  be  liquidated  the  amount  will  be  greater  than  is  expected  here. 
The  delay  in  this  business  from  the  negligence  of  Mr.  L.  Wood  pre- 
vents the  operation  of  these  requisitions  having  relation  to  us,  8c  when 
these  accts.  shall  be  liquidated  most  probably  ours  will  comprehend 
the  greatest  part  of  the  domestic  debt.  No  doubt  we  shall  be  paid  but 
we  had  better  go  on  pari  passu  with  our  neighbours.  To  expedite  the 
business  we  lately  obtain'd  the  addition  of  a  2d  comr.  to  the  State  for 
the  purpose.11  They  are,  each  to  act  in  a  district.  We  have  had  returns 
from  but  few  of  the  States  changing  the  8th  article  of  the  ( onfidera- 
tion;  several  have  already  adopted  it.  The  requisition  is  on  the  princi- 
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pie,  in  that  respect,  of  the  late  one.  A  report  sometime  since  pass'd 
Congress  for  appointing  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  legislatures  of  R.  I., 
New  Yk.  &  Georgia  to  advise  the  immediate  passage  of  the  impost,  but 
hath  never  been  taken  up.12  R.I.  hath  adopted  it,  with  a  seperate 
credit,  for  sums  beyond  her  quota,  &  the  appointment  of  her  own  offi- 
cers. N.  York  hath  had  it  before  her  legislature  this  winter  &  negativ'd 
it.  I  believe  a  bill  hath  been  publish'd  for  inspection  of  the  people  in 
Massachusetts  wh.  had  the  objects  you  mention  in  view  but  that  it  hath 
not  pass'd  as  yet  into  a  law.  Of  this  however  in  my  next  I  will  inform 
you.  Yr.  friend  &  servant,  Jas  Monroe 


RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  This  letter  could  not  have  been  written  before  May  5  given  Monroe's  description  in 
the  middle  of  the  first  paragraph  of  the  status  of  the  land  ordinance,  for  which  see 
William  Grayson  to  Washington,  May  [5?],  note  1.  It  also  seems  probable  that  it  was 
posted  on  the  southern  stage  that  carried  travellers  bearing  two  letters  of  this  date  from 
William  Grayson  for  George  Washington.  And  as  Monroe  was  responding  here  to  a  let- 
ter of  April  12  and  Madison  responded  to  the  present  one  on  May  29,  a  May  5  date 
would  approximately  bisect  those  dates  and  provide  almost  equal  travel  time  for  their 
delivery.  See  Madison,  Papers  (Hutchinson),  8:285. 

a  Ibid.,  pp.  260-61. 

■',  See  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  April  12,  note  6. 

4  Words  printed  in  braces  in  this  text  were  written  by  Monroe  in  cipher. 

5  See  William  Henry  to  George  Bryan,  February  26,  note  2;  and  Monroe  tojefferson, 
April  12,  note  7. 

fi  The  resolutions  requisitioning  troops  from  states  immediately  adjacent  to  the  north- 
west frontier  were  intended  to  allay  fears  of  a  standing  army.  See  Charles  Thomson  to 
Certain  States,  April  12,  note  1. 

7  That  is,  "none  of  the  lands  within  the  said  territory  be  sold  under  the  price  of  one 
dollar  the  acre."  See/CC,  28:253. 

8  In  his  May  29  response  to  Monroe,  Madison  devoted  considerable  space  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  land  ordinance,  but  his  warmest  remarks  focused  on  the  provisions  concern- 
ing the  support  for  religion  in  the  original  draft  of  the  ordinance,  copies  of  which  had 
been  sent  to  him  by  William  Grayson,  for  which  see  Grayson  to  Madison,  May  1,  note  3. 
"It  gives  me  much  pleasure,"  he  wrote  to  Monroe,  "to  observe  by  2  printed  reports  sent 
me  by  Col.  Grayson  that  in  the  latter  Congs.  had  expunged  a  clause  contained  in  the 
first  for  setting  apart  a  district  of  land  in  each  Township,  for  supporting  the  Religion  of 
the  majority  of  inhabitants.  How  a  regulation,  so  unjust  in  itself,  so  foreign  to  the  Author- 
ity of  Congs.,  so  hurtful  to  the  sale  of  the  public  land,  and  smelling  so  strongly  of  an  an- 
tiquated Bigotry,  could  have  received  the  countenance  of  a  Committee  is  truly  matter  of 
astonishment."  Madison  Papers,  DLC;  Madison,  Papers  (Hutchinson),  8:286.  To  avoid 
openly  opposing  the  religious  provision,  Congress  had  deleted  it  by  resorting  to  a  com- 
mon parliamentary  maneuver — voting  on  whether  to  allow  the  proviso  to  stand  rather 
than  voting  to  strike  it.  With  only  five  states  in  favor,  the  offending  passage  was  re- 
moved. Apparendy  neither  Grayson  nor  Monroe  provided  Madison  with  an  explanadon 
concerning  the  Virginia  delegation's  support  for  the  measure.  SeeJCC,  28:293-96. 

9  See  South  Carolina  Delegates  to  Benjamin  Guerard,  January  25,  note  8. 

10  For  the  March  18  appointment  of  commissioners  to  treat  with  the  Indians  at  Vin- 
cennes,  see  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Patrick  Henry,  February  14,  note  4;  and  Charles 
Thomson  to  John  Dickinson,  March  26.  During  the  spring  the  commissioners— Richard 
Butler,  George  Rogers  Clark,  Arthur  Lee,  and  Oliver  Wolcott — expressed  concern  re- 
garding their  instructions  and  a  committee  chaired  by  James  Monroe  recommended  on 
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May  3  that  Congress  authorize  them  to  seek  "extensive  and  liberal"  land  cessions  from 
the  Indians,  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  "management  of  the  Treaty"  and 
"government  of  the  trade"  between  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  Indians,  to  deter- 
mine the  amount  of  land  claimed  by  French  and  Canadian  citizens  in  the  region,  and 
to  administer  oaths  of  allegiance.  It  was  also  recommended  that  Congress  issue  a  procla- 
mation prohibiting  unauthorized  settlement  on  unappropriated  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  authorize  the  use  of  U.S.  troops  on  the  frontier  wherever  the  commissioners 
should  direct.  Following  sporadic  debate,  these  recommendations  were  approved  on 
June  15.  On  the  23rd,  however,  Rufus  King  expressed  concern  that  further  purchase  of 
lands  between  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  was  premature  and  that  it  was  more  important 
to  maintain  peace  by  preventing  encroachments  on  Indian  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio 
so  that  the  sale  of  lands  already  could  proceed.  He  therefore  moved  for  repeal  of  sec- 
tions of  the  June  15  act,  proposed  that  the  meeting  site  be  changed  from  Vincennes  to 
the  western  banks  of  the  Ohio  at  the  rapids  or  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami,  pro- 
vided that  a  company  of  infantry  be  stationed  at  the  site  with  the  commissioners,  and 
recommended  that  Virginia  furnish  additional  militia  from  nearby  counties  if  the  in- 
fantry company  should  be  insufficient.  Congress  adopted  the  new  plan  on  June  29 
specifically  repealing  directives  to  the  commissioners  to  obtain  statements  of  land  rights 
and  sworn  oaths  of  allegiance  from  the  inhabitants  of  Kaskaskia,  Cahokia,  Vincennes, 
and  other  nearby  settlements.  See  JCC,  28:330-33,  404-5,  430-31,  459-62,  476-77, 
486-87,  29:736,  922;  and  Rufus  King  to  Timothy  Pickering,  May  30,  note  3.  See  also 
Monroe  to  Jefferson,  April  12,  note  1 1. 

11  See  Charles  Thomson  to  Robert  Morris,  March  4,  note. 

12  See  Charles  Pinckney  to  Benjamin  Guerard,  January  2,  note  4. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  George  Washington 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  May  7th.  1 785 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  the  honorable  Mr.  Sitgreaves  a  very 
worthy  delegate  to  Congress  from  N.  Carolina;1  who  has  been  long  de- 
tained by  his  desire  to  see  the  Land  Ordinance  passed,  but  he  is 
obliged  at  last  to  quit  us  before  it  is  finally  so.  The  reasons  he  can  give 
you.  I  had  some  time  ago  written  a  letter  for  you  in  answer  to  your  last 
favor  &  kept  it  to  go  by  this  Gentleman,  whose  detention  has  been  so 
long  as  to  render  a  new  letter  more  fit.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  en- 
close you  the  Ordinance  above  attended  to,  which  meets  the  assent  of 
nine  States  &  every  member  of  these  Nine  States,  except  one  Man, 
who  keeps  the  Ordinance  from  passing  by  the  joint  causes,  as  he  al- 
leges, of  indisposition  &  dislike.-  I  incline  to  think,  however,  that  it 
will  pass  in  the  form  you  now  receive  it,  with  very  little  alteration,  if 
any.  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  agreement  having  been  made  for 
change  of  dominions  between  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  8c  the  Emperor 
as  mentioned  in  my  last,  yet,  altho  we  have  letters  from  our  Ministers 
in  Europe  of  the  9th  of  February,3  we  are  yet  in  the  dark  upon  the 
question  whether  there  will  be  war  between  the  Emperor  &  the 
Dutch,  or  whether  it  will  settle  finally  between  the  former  8c  the  King 
of  Prussia.  The  public  papers,  as  you  will  see  by  the  inclosed,  make 
War  very  certain.  I  had  lately  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  by  Mr.  Gra- 
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ham,  8c  his  Lady  Mrs.  Macauley  Graham  the  celebrated  Historian  of 
England,  who  go  to  Virginia,  I  believe  solely  to  pay  their  respects  to 
you.4  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Mr.  Sitgreaves  for  our  foreign  and  do- 
mestic news,  which  indeed  is  not  much. 

My  respects  if  you  please  to  your  Lady,  whose  health  I  hope  is  per- 
fectly restored.  I  am,  with  the  truest  respect,  esteem,  and  regard,  dear 
Sir  Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Richard  Henry  Lee. 

RC  (DLC:  Washington  Papers). 

1  See  William  Grayson  to  Washington,  May  [5?],  note  6. 

2  Lee  enclosed  the  approved  second  reading  of  the  land  ordinance,  for  which  see 
ibid.,  note  1.  The  "one  Man"  was  undoubtedly  Rufus  King,  the  principal  advocate  of  the 
New  England  system  of  land  distribution.  See  King  lo  Elbridge  Gerry,  April  26  and  May 
H,  and  to  Timothy  Pickering,  May  8. 

:!  See  William  Grayson  to  James  Madison,  May  1,  note  2. 

4  See  Grayson  to  Washington,  May  3,  note  3. 

Lee  also  mentioned  the  Grahams'  impending  visit  to  Washington  in  a  letter  he  wrote 
the  following  day  to  his  brother-in-law,  William  Shippen,  a  letter  devoted  chiefly  to  how 
Henry  Lee  was  to  be  paid  for  the  purchase  of  a  slave,  and  to  matters  affecting  Shippen's 
daughter  and  son,  Ann  Home  Shippen  Livingston  and  Thomas  Lee  Shippen.  Lee,  Lrt- 
<ra(Ballagh),  2:355-56. 


Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry 

Dear  Gerry,  New  York  8th.  May  [  1 7]  85 

I  this  morning  received  yours  of  the  28th  of  April  which  is  the  ninth 
since  you  left  us.1  Mr.  Graham  &  Lady  are  yet  here,  and  attended  to  in 
a  manner  that  will  be  very  agreeable  to  all  their  friends.  I  have  not 
been  out,  as  usual  on  Sundays,  but  will  deliver  your  Letter  in  the 
morning.  A  subscription  paper  was  handed  into  Congress  for  the 
printing  of  Mrs.  Grahams  works,2  the  president  and  ten  or  twelve 
members  subscribed. 

We  are  not  yet  through  the  Land  Ordinance,  it  has  consumed  a 
great  deal  of  time,  but  I  think  will  have  a  third  reading  and  pass  this 
week.  I  will  send  you  a  copy  as  soon  as  it  passes.  I  am  pursuaded  great 
benefits  will  result  from  it — you  will  find  that  it  bears  strong  features 
of  an  eastern  System.  When  I  tell  you  the  History  of  this  Ordinance 
you  shall  acknowledge  that  I  have  some  merit  in  the  business. 

As  soon  as  this  affair  is  over,  we  shall  pass  the  Requisition  if  states 
sufficient  are  in  Congress.  We  have  Letters  from  the  Commissioners  in 
Europe  but  nothing  new — ministerial  correspondencies  &c  &c  con- 
taining many  compliments,  and  little  sincerity. 

I  intend  writing  to  or  rather  for  the  Legislature  next  post.  I  observe 
in  some  of  the  eastern  papers  that  it  is  affirmed  that  congress  have  es- 
tablished a  plan  regulating  the  Duties  of  Consuls  &c — pray  where 
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does  that  information  come  from — nothing  of  that  kind  has  been 
transacted  since  your  departure — and  what  is  very  singular  nothing  is 
said  on  the  subject  by  Doct.  Franklin. 

We  have  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Wythe  in  answer  to  a  Letter  sent  since 
your  being  in  Boston,  wherein  he  expressly  declines  coming  north- 
ward to  attend  the  federal  Court.  New  York  are  now  concluded  and 
easy.  We  must  go  in  the  fall  to  Williamsburgh. 

Rutledge  has  given  no  answer,  Grayson  and  Harrison  have  de- 
clined— if  you  and  one  of  the  Agents,  or  the  Two  agents,  will  agree  on 
two  Gentlemen  from  our  List,  to  supply  the  places  of  Rutledge  & 
Grayson,  and  make  &  sign  a  proper  certificate  thereof  which  we  may 
sign  here  and  present  to  Congress — we  may  complete  the  Number  of 
commissioners  without  the  trouble  of  the  Agents  making  a  special 
Journey  for  that  purpose.  You  may  make  &  sign  a  blank  certificate  for 
to  be  filled  up  here,  by  agreement  with  the  N  York  Agents,  with  some 
person  to  supply  the  place  of  Harrison — in  this  case  you  would  advise 
us  of  such  persons  as  would  be  agreeable  to  you,  and  from  those 
named,  undoubtedly  we  may  agree  with  the  N  York  agents  on  one. 

It  will  be  necessary  in  this  mode  of  supplying  the  vacancies  to  send 
on  the  original  agreement  if  the  same  is  found. 

Sitgreaves  goes  home  tomorrow,  Williamsons  time  expires  this 
week,  and  Spaight  has  been  confined  to  his  Room  for  six  weeks  with  a 
scorbutic  complaint.  Jersey  have  been  absent  these  ten  days,  so  that  I 
have  had  no  opportunity  to  laugh  at  Steward.3  Delaware  are  absent — 
Houston  only  from  Georgia,  and  Doctr.  Johnson  gone  home  to  bring 
his  Colleague — or  perhaps  to  receive  the  right  reverend  Bishop 
Seabury  who  is  daily  expected  in  Connecticut.4 

I  am  very  much  dissatisfied  with  the  appointment  of  this  Bishop.  I 
never  wished  to  see  the  lawn  sleeves  in  America — this  Bishop  may  be 
the  channel  of  improper  information  to  his  spiritual  head  the  King  of 
England.  I  never  liked  the  Hierarchy  of  the  Church — an  equality  in 
the  teachers  of  Religion,  and  a  dependance  on  the  people,  is  an  re- 
publican sentiment — but  if  the  C[l]ergy  combine — they  will  have 
their  influence  on  Government. 
Adieu  your  real  friend,  R  King 

[P.S.]  Pray  communicate  to  Lowell  what  concerns  the  federal  Court, 
as  I  can  not  write  him  by  this  Post,  but  will  rely  on  your  giving  the  in- 
formation. 

PS.  The  house  went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  last  week  on  the 
Land  ordinance,  the  hon'ble  Mr.  Holten  unanimously  elected  to  the 
Chair  &c  &c  &c. 

RC(NMi:  King  Papers). 

1  Gerry's  letter  is  in  the  King  Papers,  NHi. 
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'-'  The  reference  is  to  the  celebrated  English  historian  Catharine  Macaulay  Graham, 
author  of  The  History  of  England  from  the  Accession  of  /ami's  I  to  Thai  oj  the  Brunswick  Line. 
Gerry  had  written:  "Mrs  McCauley  is  I  presume  by  this  Time  in  New  York.  Inclosed  are 
some  Letters,  which  I  promised  her.  She  has  suspended  the  printing  her  History,  which 
I  am  since  informed  was  to  consist  of  6  Volumes  at  1  Vi  Dollar  per  Volume,  'till  she  can 
gain  Information  of  the  Terms  Upon  which  it  can  be  done  in  Philadelphia.  I  have  sub- 
scribed for  six  Setts,  &  Mr  Hardy  shall  have  one." 

3  That  is,  New  Jersey  delegate  Charles  Stewart. 

4  The  Rev.  Samuel  Seabury  (1729-96),  a  Connecticut  native,  had  been  one  of  the 
foremost  proponents  of  the  Anglican  Church  in  New  York  and  a  prominent  loyalist 
pamphleteer  prior  to  the  war.  He  was  consecrated  the  first  bishop  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  America  in  November  1784.  DAB. 


Rufus  King  to  Timothy  Pickering 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  8th  May  1 785. 

When  Congress  accepted  the  cession  of  western  Territory  from  Vir- 
ginia, they  engaged  to  reimburse  Virginia  the  amount  of  her  expences 
in  protecting  the  lands  ceded  during  the  late  war.  A  commissioner  is 
to  be  appointed  by  Congress,  another  by  Virginia,  and  a  third  by  the 
two  first,  who,  or  a  major  part  of  whom,  are  to  ascertain  the  sums  to 
be  reimbursed  as  aforesaid.1  If  your  engagements  are  such,  as  would 
permit  your  acceptance  of  the  appointment  under  Congress,  it  would 
give  great  satisfaction  to  a  number  of  your  friends,  and  remove  an  ap- 
prehension that  at  present  obtains,  that  the  United  States  are  in  dan- 
ger of  being  charged  with  a  very  enormous  sum  to  defray  the  ex- 
pences of  Genl.  Clark's  expedition  against  the  Kaskaskeis. 

It  may  require  three  months  or  more,  to  execute  the  business — the 
salary  is  at  the  rate  of  1500  Dollars  the  year,  and  authority  to  employ 
as  many  clerks  as  may  be  necessary,  at  500  Dols  the  year — the  pecu- 
niary considerations  I  am  sensible  cannot  be  an  inducement,  but  the 
opportunity  of  essentially  serving  the  United  States  will  be  a  powerful 
motive.  If  you  can  consistently  accept  this  appointment  I  should  thank 
you  to  know  it:  I  think  Congress  will  know  the  interests  of  their  con- 
stituents too  well  not  to  elect  if  you  can  serve.2 

The  Lands  ordinance  is  not  yet  through.  We  have  been  obliged  so 
far  to  give  up  the  Plan  of  Townships,  as  to  admit  the  sale  of  one  half  of 
the  Townships  in  lots  of  a  mile  square.  I  will  inclose  you  the  ordinance 
so  soon  as  it  passes — which  I  hope  will  be  the  case  in  two  or  three 
Days.  With  great  respect  your  obedient  Servt.  Rufus  King 

RC  (MHi:  Pickering  Papers). 

1  SeeJCC,  28:258-61;  and  Virginia  Delegates  to  Patrick  Henry,  April  2,  note  2. 

-  Pickering  wrote  to  King  May  12  declining  to  be  a  candidate  for  this  appointment, 
citing  other  engagements  that  were  incompatible  with  the  duties  of  the  office.  Octavius 
Pickering  and  Charles  W.  Upham,  The  Life  of  Timothy  Pickering,  4  vols.  (Boston:  Little, 
Brown,  8c  Co.,  1867-73),  1:515. 
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Samuel  Holten  to  George  Partridge 

My  dear  Sir,  New  York,  9th  May,  1785. 

I  have  been  honor'd  with  your  kind  8c  polite  (address)  (attention)1  of 
the  25th  ultimo.  The  notice  you  have  been  pleased  to  take,  respect- 
ing my  late  indisposition  lays  me  under  renewed  obligations.  I  have 
done  myself  the  honor  of  communicating  your  compliments  to  the 
Ladies  of  our  family  &  you  having  left  it  with  me  to  make  use  of  such 
language  as  I  thought  most  proper,  therefore,  I  choose  the  impres- 
sions of  your  address,  perceiving  they  exceled  in  kindness  as  well  as 
politeness.  The  late  proceedings  of  the  good  people  of  Boston  has 
given  us  some  concern  here,  least  they  might  carry  the  matter  too 
far.2  However,  I  trust  they  will  be  prevailed  upon  to  wait  'till  Govern- 
ment can  take  proper  measures  to  counteract  the  British  in  their 
commercial  plans,  or  compleat  a  treaty  with  them.  No  answer  has  yet 
been  given  to  the  demand  I  conclude  you  have  reference  to;  but  I  un- 
derstand it  was  largely  debated,  while  I  was  confined  at  home  &  pro- 
duced only  a  commitment.  I  hope  the  Gentlemen  appointed  to  man- 
age the  dispute  with  New  York  will  not  set  out  at  present,  as  I  see  no 
prospect  that  the  cause  can  be  tried  'till  September;  Mr.  Wythe  has 
declined  attending  unless  the  court  is  held  at  Williamsburgh  but  re- 
quests to  be  excused,  so  that  I  now  conclude  that  the  agents  of  N.Y 
must  consent  to  attend  there. 

The  ordinance  for  disposing  of  the  western  territory  has  taken  up 
much  time  in  Congress,  8c  we  have  some  expectation  of  its  passing  this 
day,  but  Congress  are  greatly  embarrassed,  there  being  only  nine 
states  representd,  when  all  the  members  attend,  &  Messrs  Spaight  8c 
Howell  are  indisposed. 

The  proposed  requisitions  upon  the  states  are  not  yet  passed  upon 
8c  many  other  important  matters,  so  that  the  prospect  of  a  recess  of 
Congress  this  summer  I  think  is  not  so  great  as  when  you  left  us. 

As  to  family  affairs  Colo.  Cook  has  left  us,  Genl.  Webb  has  your  late 
apartment,  Mrs.  Duykings  has  the  chamber  opposite  my  apartment, 
and  I  expect  some  other  changes  may  take  place,  in  a  short  time.  Mrs. 
Cary  is  with  us,  8c  makes  a  good  addition  to  the  circle  of  Ladies  who 
are  still  as  agreeable  as  ever,  8c  for  your  polite  compliments,  wish  to  re- 
turn you  the  like  salute. 

I  remain,  with  perfect  respect,  your  sincere  friend  8c  humble  servant 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  Holten  wrote  "attention"  above  "address,"  but  as  both  words  have  been  lined  out 
perhaps  he  retained  his  first  choice  when  he  copied  the  letter  sent  to  Partridge. 

2  See  Rulus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  May  1,  note  1. 
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Charles  Thomson's  Shipping  List 


Shipped  on  board  Capt  Hide  for  New  York. 
Marked  CT 


[May  9?  1785]' 


No. 

1  a  chest 

A  Small  Settee 

2  a  case 

A  Sofa 

3  do 

A  large  table 

4  a  case  glass 

Small  Stand 

5  A  trunk  books 

Culling  box  &  sundry  utensils  for  Stable 

6  Box  soap 

Mohogony  tea  table 

7  a  case 

Stand  of  a  small  table 

8  Box  china 

2  Arm  &  10  Mohogony  chairs  matted 

9  case  glass 

1 1  Walnut  chamber  do 

10  Case  glass 

6  Mohogony  parlour  do 

11a  desk 

2  Mohogony  Arm  chairs 

12    ) 

2  Walnut  do 

13     '  cases  glass 

1  low  walnut  do  &  two  Stools 

14 

9  Windsor  chairs 

15     ) 

3  beds 

16  cask  wine 

a  dressing  table 

17  box  coffee 

Cot  bed  sted 

18  case       ) 

2  small  boxes 

19  case        >  kitchen  ware 

baskets,  tubs,  buckets  &c 

20  lye  tub  ) 

1 1  bundles  hay 

21  1   Desk  &  2 

22  J  top 

A  Cow. 

23  case 

Six  cases  marked  Secretary's  Office 

24  empty  wine  cask 

No  1,2,3,4,5,6 

25     ) 

No  7  a  Seal  press 

26     '     cases  with  tables 

The  bust  of  genl  Washington 

27    ( 

28    ) 

29  ) 

30  >  beds 

31  ) 

32    \ 

33    (    cases  with  tables 

34    ( 

35    ) 

36    \ 

37     1    with  3  chairs 

38     \   2  tables  &  a  bed 

39     I    for  William  Jones 

40   ; 
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41  a  close  stool 

42  chest  of  drawers 

43  a  trunk 

44  Chest  drawers  two  pieces 

45  a  table 

46  a  case 

47  ) 

48  >    barrels  kitchin  furniture 

49  ) 

51  a  trunk 

50  a  box     1  for  Cloe 
a  chest  J 

Cha  Thomson 

MS  (DLC:  Thomson  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Charles  Thomson. 

1  Thomson  had  returned  to  Philadelphia  the  week-end  of  April  16  to  complete  ar- 
rangements for  moving  his  household,  and  a  few  items  from  the  secretary's  office,  to 
New  York.  The  entries  in  the  journals  of  Congress  from  April  18  to  May  9  are  in  the 
hand  of  Benjamin  Bankson,  and  Thomson's  letters  from  this  period  bear  a  Philadelphia 
date  line. 

The  following  receipt  ('To  freight  of  his  furniture  &  Stores  from  Philadelphia  to  New 
York"),  in  Thomson's  hand  and  signed  by  John  Hyde,  is  also  in  the  Thomson  Papers. 
"Reed  May  9  1785  of  Cha  Thomson  forty  eight  pounds  five  shillings  in  full  for  the 
freight  of  his  whole  goods  [. . .]  &  for  cow  &  passage  of  Thomson,  I  to  settle  with  the 
other  captains  by  whom  I  sent  part  of  the  said  goods." 


Charles  Thomson  to  Peter  Miller 

Sir'  New  York  May  9th.  1785. 

I  received  this  day  your  letter  of  the  25th  April  by  Jonas  Menser.  He 
had  delivered  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  the  petition 
which  he  brought  from  the  Settlers  on  the  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  I 
was  not  in  Town  when  he  delivered  it  but  understand  that  it  was  read 
and  no  further  Notice  taken  of  it.2  From  which  circumstance  I  ven- 
tured to  give  the  bearer  my  Opinion  that  it  would  be  in  vain  for  him 
to  wait  and  spend  his  time  and  money  in  expectation  of  any 
favourable  Answer.  Congress  have  on  sundry  Occasions  testified  their 
disapprobation  of  such  intrusions,  and  have  issued  proclamations 
against  them.  It  cannot  therefore  be  supposed  that  they  will  do  any 
thing  to  countenance  an  Act  which  they  have  warned  people  not  to 
commit.  They  have  taken  8c  are  still  taking  measures  to  purchase  the 
Indian  claims  to  that  Country,  and  when  they  have  extinguished  the 
Indian  Claims,  they  will  then  I  doubt  not  fix  the  terms  on  which  the 
lauds  may  be  bought  and  settled.  But  till  that  is  done  no  person  ought 
to  presume  to  settle  on  the  lands. 
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I  heartily  congratulate  you  on  your  return  to  Ephrata  and  wish  you 
peace  and  happiness  until  it  shall  please  God  to  remove  you  to  a  bet- 
ter world. 

I  am  with  much  esteem  and  Respect,  &c.  &c.  C.T. 

I.B  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "Reverend  P.  Miller." 

1  The  Rev.  Peter  Miller  (1710-96),  leader  (as  Prior  Jaebez)  of  the  Pietist  community 
at  Ephrata,  Pa.,  since  1768,  had  long  been  acquainted  with  Thomson  as  a  fellow  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Philosophical  Society.  Julius  F.  Sachse,  The  German  Sectarians  of 
Pennsylvania,  1742-1800,  2  vols.  (1900;  reprint  ed.,  New  York:  AMS  Press,  1971),  2:391, 
402-3,  516. 

-  Lt.  Col.  Josiah  Harmar,  commander  of  the  garrison  at  Ft.  Mcintosh  on  the  Ohio 
River  below  Fort  Pitt,  had  been  instructed  by  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  to 
clear  the  area  west  of  the  Ohio  of  setders  whose  intrusion  into  the  region  was  threaten- 
ing negotiations  with  the  Indians.  Harmar  had  accordingly  dispatched  a  contingent  of 
men  under  command  of  Ensign  John  Armstrong  to  carry  out  the  order,  and  approxi- 
mately 175  settlers  signed  a  petition  to  Congress  dated  April  11,  1785,  praying  relief 
from  the  orders  given  Harmar  "to  Disposses  us  and  to  Destroy  our  Dwelings,"  which  was 
read  in  Congress  on  May  3.  See  PCC,  item  41,  7:320-22,  item  163,  fols.  410-12;  and/G'C, 
28:333n.  Coincidentally,  another  group  of  setders,  nearer  the  Sciota  River,  facing  simi- 
lar pressure  from  Armstrong's  men,  was  also  simultaneously  seeking  relief  through  Har- 
mar. For  their  April  15  appeal  to  Harmar,  signed  by  66  setders,  and  Armstrong's  report 
on  the  action  he  had  recendy  taken  in  the  region,  see  PCC,  item  163,  fols.  418-23. 

Congress  took  no  formal  action  on  either  appeal,  permitting  its  previously  enunci- 
ated policy  of  extinguishing  Indian  claims  in  the  region  to  play  out  inexorably,  as 
Thomson  speculated  when  he  advised  Menser  not  to  expect  "any  favorable  Answer."  See 
also  William  Grayson  to  James  Madison,  June  27,  note  4. 


Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry 

New  York  12th.  May  1785 
The  Empress  of  China  Indiaship  yesterday  arrived  in  four  months 
from  Canton.  We  have  no  particulars  of  the  prosperity  of  her  voyage.1 
She  was  received  in  China  with  the  utmost  civility,  and  received  atten- 
tions there  which  promise  encouragement  to  future  adventurers. 

Her  crew  have  been  in  high  health  and  all  except  the  Carpenter, 
whom  they  lost,  have  returned  in  the  ship. 

I  have  nothing  in  politicks  which  you  do  not  know — accept  my  best 
wishes,  and  esteem  me  sincerely  your's,  R  King 

RC  (NHi:  King  Papers). 

1  The  Empress  of  China,  Capt.  John  Green,  who  had  received  sea  letters  from  Congress 
January  30,  1784  (JCC,  26:58-59),  had  sailed  from  New  York  February  22,  1784.  An  ac- 
count of  the  voyage  was  sent  May  19  to  John  Jay  by  Samuel  Shaw,  agent  for  the  commer- 
cial group  sponsoring  the  voyage,  for  which  see  PCC,  item  120,  1:281-90;  and  Jay,  Corre- 
spondence (Johnston),  3:144-49.  For  an  analysis  of  this  American  trade  initiative  to 
China,  see  Appendix  I,  Morris,  Papers  (Ferguson),  vol.  8  (forthcoming). 
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Charles  Thomson  to  James  Duane 

Sir  Secretary's  Office  14th  May  1785 

I  have  just  received  your  favour  of  this  day  and  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  January  by  which  they  con- 
ceived that  all  the  apartments  in  the  City  Hall  except  the  Court  and 
Jury  rooms  were  appropriated  to  their  use.1  Accordingly  they  were 
pleased  to  give  me  orders  yesterday2  to  have  the  room  where  the  Sec- 
retary's Office  is  now  kept  fitted  up  for  the  session  of  Congress,  and 
reception  of  the  pictures  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  France;  and  that 
till  this  be  done  the  Office  removed  into  the  West  room  which  I  un- 
derstand is  the  Common  Council  Chamber.  They  were  I  am  per- 
suaded wholly  unacquainted  with  the  arrangement  between  the  Cor- 
poration and  Mr.  Jay.  I  shall  do  myself  the  honour  of  laying  your  letter 
before  Congress  on  Monday  and  wait  their  further  Orders.3  In  the 
mean  while  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  I  am,  With  great  Respect,  Your 
most  Obedient  and  Most  humble  Servt.  C.T 

LB(DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  'The  Worshipful  Mayor  of  the  City  of  N.Y." 

1  See  JCC,  28:7-9.  The  mayor  had  responded  to  a  request  from  Thomson  for  the  use 
of  the  "Common  Council  Chamber,"  which  Duane  noted  was  "in  almost  constant  use" 
and  had  previously  been  denied  for  the  use  of  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs.  See  PCC, 
item  67,  2:489-92. 

2  JCC,  28:359. 

3  Details  on  the  resolution  of  this  effort  to  rearrange  the  accommodations  for  Con- 
gress in  the  New  York  City  Hall  are  lacking,  but  for  an  account  of  Congress'  use  of  the 
building  see  John  D.  R.  Piatt,  The  Continental  Congress  in  the  New  York  City  Hall, 
1785-1788  (Washington:  U.S.  Office  of  Archeology  and  Historic  Preservation,  1969), 
pp.  3-8. 


Samuel  Holten  to  David  Putnam 

Dear  Putnam1  New  York,  16th  May,  1785. 

Altho'  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  done  myself  the  pleasure  of  ad- 
dressing you,  since  I  left  home,  yet  the  welfare  of  you  &  your  family 
have  often  had  a  share  in  my  mind. 

The  time  is  arrived  that  I  might  have  reasonably  expected  to  have 
returned,  8c  been  able  to  have  made  you  my  personal  respects;  but 
fortune  seems  to  have  determined  that  it  must  be  otherwise,  for  to 
leave  the  state  unrepresented  when  so  many  important  matters  are  &c 
pending  before  Congress,  could  not  be  justifyed. 

I  have  lately  (in  a  formal  manner)  been  made  acquainted  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  good  people  of  Boston,  respecting  their  commer- 
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cial  affairs,  and  I  find  that  what  I  predicted  to  many  of  the  merchants 
a  year  ago  is  coming  to  pass;-'  for  where  the  imports  of  a  country  are 
greater  than  their  exports,  the  balance  of  trade  must  be  against  them, 
8c  the  circulating  specie  must  of  course  be  carryed  away,  &  the  people- 
become  poor,  so  far  as  the  wealth  of  a  country  depends  upon  com- 
merce. I  am  sensible  the  people  have  just  reason  to  complain  of  the 
conduct  of  the  British;  but  that  is  an  old  story  for  we  have  been  com- 
plaining of  them  for  more  than  20  years  past,  and  the  same  policy 
seems  yet  to  govern  their  public  councils,  for  'tho'  they  could  not 
subjugate  us  by  arms,  they  endeavor  to  distress  our  trade  in  ordr.  to 
prevent  our  becoming  a  great  &  wealthy  nation;  I  consider  this  as  mis- 
taken policy,  8c  only  fit  for  little  minds,  for  America  will  with  the  bless- 
ing of  heaven  become  great  8c  powerfull  notwithstanding  all  the  British 
can  do;  &  I  have  no  doubt  but  in  time,  they  will  be  convinced,  that  it  is 
both  for  their  interest  &  policy  to  be  closely  connected  with  us. 

I  wish  you  to  speak  to  Mr.  Jethro  Putnam  respecting  the  demands 
you  have  against  me. 

You  will  please  to  make  my  kindest  respects  to  Mrs.  Putnam  &  the 
dear  little  babe,  &  regards  to  all  your  family. 

I  wish  you  very  happy,  8c  remain  with  particular  affection 

FC  (MHi:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  David  Putnam  (1753-1825),  a  resident  of  Danvers,  Mass.,  Holten's  hometown,  had 
been  a  lieutenant  of  the  Third  Continental  Artillery,  1777-80.  Danvers  Historical  Society 
Collections  12  (1924):  40;  and  Heitman,  Historical  Register,  p.  338. 

-  See  Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  May  1,  note  1. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Thomas  Jefferson 

Sir,  New  York  May  16th.  1785. 

I  thank  you  for  your  obliging  congratulation  on  my  appointment  to 
the  Chair  of  Congress,  and  I  do  with  particular  pleasure  return  my 
congratulation  on  your  sole  appointment  as  Minister  of  the  United 
States  to  so  eminently  respectable  a  Court  as  that  of  his  most  Christian 
Majesty.  My  ill  state  of  health,  added  to  the  business  and  the  cere- 
monies of  my  Office,  has  hitherto  prevented  me  from  paying  my  re- 
spects to  you,  which  certainly  would  have  been  the  case  if  the  former 
of  these  circumstances  had  not  principally  prevented  me.  Altho'  my 
health  is  now  better,  yet  I  am  very  far  from  being  well.  I  can  judge  how 
anxious  you  must  be  for  minute  information  of  public  proceedings  in 
the  United  States,  and  of  such  other  matters  as  your  letter  imports  a 
desire  to  be  acquainted  with.  But  unfortunately  all  letters  are  in- 
spected, and  thus  the  impertinent  eye  of  curiosity  may  be  gratified 
with  such  communications  as  were  intended  only  for  you,  and  which 
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wicked  selfishness  may  make  a  bad  use  of.  This  imposes  great  re- 
straint, which  will  remain  until  Congress  shall  establish  a  system  of 
Packets  and  Couriers  of  their  own.  How  detestable  is  this  dishonor- 
able mode  of  obtaining  intelligence — the  virtue  of  Lord  Falkland, 
when  Secretary  of  State,  would  never  suffer  him  to  obtain  information 
by  such  nefarious  means.  The  appointment  of  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Court 
of  London  will  probably  draw  out  quickly  the  sense  of  Great  Britain 
upon  the  points  in  dispute  with  them — and  the  Authority  given  by 
Congress  to  treat  with  the  Piratical  States  will,  I  hope,  accommodate 
all  differences  with  them,  and  give  future  security  to  our  Commerce 
with  the  South  of  Europe.  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  pam- 
phlet.1 I  think  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted,  that  the  avaricious,  monop- 
olizing Spirit  of  Commerce  and  Commercial  Men,  should  be  suffered 
to  interrupt  that  diffusion  of  benefits,  and  communication  between 
the  human  species  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  which  would  proba- 
bly take  place  if  trade  were  put  upon  more  liberal  principles  and  less 
shackled  than  it  is.  The  first  attempt  made  by  these  States  for  the 
trade  of  the  East  Indies  was  from  this  City.  A  Ship  has  gone  to,  and  re- 
turned from  Canton  in  fourteen  months  with  a  valuable  Cargo,  and 
met  with  the  most  friendly  treatment  from  the  Chinese.-  Other  Vessels 
are  gone  and  soon  expected  back.  The  great  Object  with  the  United 
States  now  is  to  dispose  speedily  of  the  western  lands  for  the  discharge 
of  public  debt,  and  a  way  for  this  is  opened  by  treaties  already  made, 
and  making  with  the  Indians.  Coinage,  requisition,  and  Post  Office 
are  also  objects  of  great  moment  and  subjects  of  discussion — effectual 
measures  are  taking  by  the  Assemblies  of  Virginia  and  Maryland — and 
by  the  former  alone,  for  opening  the  navigation  between  the  Potomac 
and  James  Rivers  with  the  western  waters.  Laws  with  suspending 
clauses  have  passed  in  Virginia  for  establishing  a  single  Port  on  each 
river  and  for  circuit  Courts — a  general  assessment  for  religion  is  also  a 
subject  of  much  discussion  with  us.  Mr.  Patrick  Henry  is  our  Gover- 
nor, and  Col.  Harrison  has  lost  his  Election  in  his  own  County  of 
James  City.  Great  and  general  efforts  have  been  made  to  get  into  the 
Legislature  during  the  late  Elections  and  I  hear  that  there  are  many 
changes.  It  remains  uncertain  whether  Congress  will  adjourn  or  not 
this  year — but  as  I  value  extreemely  your  Correspondence,  Your  let- 
ters for  me  may  always  be  safely  enclosed  to  the  Virginia  Delegates  in 
Congress,  so  that  whether  Congress  or  the  Committee  of  States 
should  be  setting,  your  letters  will  reach  me  safely.  Be  so  good  as  to 
thank  Mr.  Short  for  his  letter  to  me  and  inform  him  that  I  will  reply  by 
the  next  Packet.  I  heartily  wish  you  hea[l]th  and  happiness  and  I  am 
with  the  truest  esteem  and  regard,  Sir,  Your  Most  Obedient  and  very 
humble  Servant,  Richard  Henry  Lee 
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P.S.  I  know  that  your  goodness  will  excuse  my  having  used  an 
Amanuensis,  when  you  know  that  this  cold  climate  has  so  afflicted  my 
hand  &  head  as  to  make  writing  painful.  R.  H.  L. 

RC  (DLC:  Jefferson  Papers).  In  a  clerical  hand,  with  signature  and  postscript  by  Lee. 
Endorsed  by  Jefferson:  "reed.  July  10." 

1  Not  identified. 

2  See  Ruftis  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  May  12,  note. 


Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  to  John  Francis  Mercer 

Dear  Mercer,  New  York  16th  May  1785. 

You  no  doubt  are  surprised  at  my  long  silence,  unless  my  friends 
Hardy  &  Monroe  have  acquainted  you  with  my  indisposition;  Indeed 
my  friend  I  have  been  sorely  afflicted  and  at  no  time  of  my  life  have  I 
suffered  so  much  by  Sickness. 

Tomorrow  will  be  seven  weeks  since  I  was  attacked  with  an  inflama- 
tion  in  my  left  Eye  and  it  is  only  within  this  week  past  that  I  have  been 
able  to  make  use  of  the  right  eye  either  to  read  or  write,  as  to  the  left 
I  have  little  or  no  Sight  with  it,  and  am  fearfull  I  shall  never  recover  it 
fully;  if  so  I  must  charge  it  to  the  improper  treatment  of  the  two  Doctors 
that  first  attended  me;  this  you'l  say  is  but  poor  satisfaction  for  an  Eye. 

I  have  been  making  enquiries  about  you;  but  can  hear  nothing  of 
you,  tho'  unable  to  write  myself  I  expected  to  have  heard  from  you. 

Not  having  been  in  Congress  since  the  29th  March  I  can  give  you 
no  Acct.  of  that  body,  only,  that  they  have  done  little  or  no  business, 
and  there  are  so  few  States  represented  at  present  that  they  can  do 
none.  Adieu  for  the  present.  I  shall  write  you  more  fully  in  my  next. 

I  am,  Dear  Mercer,  Yours  Sincerely,  Richd.  D.  Spaight. 

RC  (ViHi:  Mercer  Papers). 


Virginia  Delegates  to  Patrick  Henry 

Sir  New  York  May  16.  1785. 

We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  copies  of  the 
treaties  lately  held  with  the  Indian  tribes  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
United  States,  at  fort  Stanwix  and  fort  Mcintosh,  the  former  con- 
cluded on  the  22d  of  October  1784,  and  the  latter  on  the  21st  ofjany. 
1785.1  We  also  transmit  the  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  directing  a 
treaty  to  be  held  with  the  southern  Indians  at  such  place  as  the  com- 
missrs.  appointed  may  think  most  convenient  for  the  purpose,2  like- 
wise of  an  act  appointing  one  to  be  held  in  June  next  at  post  St.  Vin- 
cent, for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  the  claims  to  soil  of  the  tribes 
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inhabiting  the  country  still  further  to  the  westward  8c  northwestward.3 
By  these  negotiations  your  Excellency  will  perceive  it  is  the  earnest  de- 
sire &  uniform  object  of  Congress,  to  give  peace  &  security  to  the 
frontier  settlements  of  the  United  States,  and  at  the  same  time  make 
more  valuable  the  lands  which  they  offer  for  sale,  for  the  payment  of 
the  publick  debt. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  &  esteem,  Your  Excel- 
lency's most  obt.  &  very  humble  servants,    Richard  Henry  Lee 

Willm.  Grayson. 

Jas.  Monroe 

RC  (Vi:  Continental  Congress  Papers).  Written  by  Monroe  and  signed  by  Monroe, 
Grayson,  and  Lee. 

1  See  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  James  Madison,  November  20,  1784,  note  1;  and  Lee  to 
Henry,  February  14,  1785,  note  4. 

2  See  South  Carolina  Delegates  to  Benjamin  Guerard,  January  25,  note  8. 

3  See  Charles  Thomson  to  John  Dickinson,  March  26,  note;  and  Monroe  to  Madison, 
May  [5?],  note  10. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Israel  Hutchinson 

Dear  Colonel.  New  York,  17th  May,  1785 

I  have  been  favored  with  your  address  of  the  4th  of  April;  and  have 

paid  particular  attention  to  the  Doctrs.  affairs,  &  please  to  be  so  kind 

as  to  cause  the  inclosed  to  be  delivered  to  him.1 

We  have  no  intelligence  here  that  deserves  your  particular  notice. 
I  remain,  with  sentiments  of  great  respect,  Your  most  obedient 

FC  (MHi:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  Holten's  draft  of  the  following  letter  of  this  date  to  Dr.  John  Folkersamb  is  in  the 
Holten  Papers,  DLC.  "I  have  complied  with  your  desire  (signified  to  me  by  Colo. 
Hutchinson)  in  writing  to  Capt  Jones  in  your  favor  &  enclosed  a  copy  of  Mr.  Frazer's  let- 
ter to  Dr.  Potts  which  I  thought  might  add  to  my  attention  in  your  behalf;  and  be  as- 
sured that  it  gives  me  pleasure  in  endeavorg.  to  render  you  services."  For  the  back- 
ground of  this  exchange,  see  Holten  to  Folkersamb,  March  19,  1785. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Lachlan  Mcintosh 

Sir  May  18th.  1785. 

The  above  (see  Letter  of  the  24th  March)1  is  a  Copy  of  my  Letter  to 
the  Commissioners  for  Negotiating  a  peace  with  the  Southern  Indians. 

Mr.  Carroll  one  of  the  Commissioners  having  declined  on  Account 
of  his  health,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have  been 
pleased  to  elect  you  in  his  stead,-'  and  it  is  with  pleasure  I  embrace  the 
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earliest  opportunity  of  communicating  to  you  this  intelligence  and  of 
forwarding  their  Commission  empowering  you  with  the  gentlemen 
therein  Named  to  transact  this  important  Business. 

With  great  Respect,  I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Sir,  Your  most  obedi- 
ent &  Most  humble  Servt.  C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "Laughlin  Mcintosh  Esqr." 
1  See  Thomson  to  the  Indian  Commissioners,  March  24,  1785. 
2SeeyCC,  28:362,  364n. 


Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry 

Dear  Gerry  New  York  19th  May  1785 

Mr.  Lowell,  Sullivan  &  Parsons  arrived  here  yesterday.  The  Negotiation 
will  commence  soon,  for  filling  up  the  federal  Court.1  I  am  disappointed 
in  your  not  coming  on  with  these  Gendemen.  We  shall  want  your  good 
assistance  in  this  business;  and  I  am  anxious  for  your  society  in  Congress. 

We  have  no  public  information  whatever.  A  very  great  uneasiness  is 
discoverable  among  the  merchants  8c  traders  generally  through  the 
States,  from  the  disordered  condition  of  Commerce.  What  can  be  done? 
Eight  states  only  have  complied  with  the  recommendation  of  last  year  for 
granting  to  Congress  power  to  prohibit  certain  importations  &  exporta- 
tions.  Nothing  therefore  from  this  quarter  can  be  expected  at  present — 
indeed  it  may  be  questionable,  whether  if  all  the  States  had  complied, 
the  power  granted  which  is  only  to  prohibit,  and  not  to  regulate,  certain 
courses  of  Trade,  can  give  a  remedy  to  the  Difficulties  which  threaten 
fatal  mischiefs  to  our  commerce.  Pray  examine  the  recommendation  to 
the  states  by  Congress  last  year.  Suppose  a  complete  compliance  on  the 
part  of  the  several  states.  Could  Congress  proceed  to  regulate  the  for- 
eign trade  carried  on  in  this  country  by  imposing  Duties? 

The  situation  of  the  impost  laws  you  know — the  unprosperous  condi- 
tion of  commerce  you  must  have  entire  information  concerning — the 
disposition  of  Congress  you  cannot  be  a  Stranger  to.  What  can  be  done? 

Repeted  recommendations  on  the  same  Subject  will  produce  conse- 
quences unfavorable  to  the  measures  of  the  Union;  and  the  Delays  in 
compliance  will  be  ruinous? 

Our  family  are  well,  and  request  me  to  present  their  best  esteem  to 
you;  they  regret  that  New  York  hath  so  few  inducements  to  your  Re- 
turn; and  entertain,  after  reverencing  themselves,  a  very  exalted  Idea 
of  the  Agreeables  of  Massachusetts.  How  does  the  charming  woman 
who  holds  you  in  contented  bondage?  pray  present  me  to  her,  and  re- 
mind her  of  your  engagement  to  make  me  her  Acquaintance. 

Adieu,  R  King 

[P.S.]  Two  posts  &  no  Letter  from  Gerry. 
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RC  (NHi:  King  Papers). 

1  That  is,  for  hearing  the  dispute  concerning  Massachusetts'  claim  to  lands  in  western 
New  York. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Samuel  Adams 

My  dear  Sir,  New  York  May  20.  1 785 

I  thank  you  for  your  favor  introducing  Mrs.  Macauley  Graham  to 
me.1  This  excellent  Lady  made  but  a  short  stay  here,  being  desirous 
of  returning  from  the  South,  before  the  sickly  season  comes  on  in 
that  climate.  I  hope  we  shall  shortly  finish  our  plan  for  disposing  of 
the  western  Lands  to  discharge  the  oppressive  public  debt  created  by 
the  war  &  I  think  that  if  this  source  of  revenue  be  rightly  managed, 
that  these  republics  may  soon  be  discharged  from  that  state  of  op- 
pression and  distress  that  an  indebted  people  must  invariably  feel. 
The  late  arrival  here  of  a  Ship  from  Canton  in  China  after  a  success- 
ful voyage  of  14  Months  from  this  port,  is  a  proof  of  American  enter- 
prise, and  will  probably  mortify,  as  much  as  it  will  injure  our  old  Op- 
pressors, the  British.2 

I  beg  my  respects  to  Mrs.  Adams,  and  I  sincerely  wish  a  long  contin- 
uance of  health  and  happiness  to  you,  being  most  truly  dear  Sir  Your 
affectionate  friend,  Richard  Henry  Lee3 

RC  (NN:  Samuel  Adams  Papers). 

1  See  Adams,  Writings  (Cushing),  4:314—15:  and  Lee  to  Washington,  May  3,  note  3. 

2  See  Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  May  12,  note. 

3  Lee  also  wrote  to  his  nephew,  Thomas  Lee  Shippen,  on  May  22  concerning  some 
purchases,  concluding:  "1  believe  it  is  only  for  that  eye  which  sees  all  things  to  come, 
that  can  conjecture  when  Congress  will  adjourn.  It  seems  clear  however  that  it  will  not 
be  before  August,  if  they  adjourn  at  all.  Whilst  they  continue  to  sit  I  am  bound  you 
know — &  when  they  adjourn  I  shall  make  great  haste  to  Virginia.  However,  I  hope  you 
may  go  up  the  North  River,  because,  by  that  means  I  shall  have  the  happiness  of  seeing 
you  here  once  more  before  I  quit  this  City.  We  have  past  the  Land  Ordinance  for  selling 
the  Country  N.  W.  of  Ohio,  so  far  as  the  Indian  purchases  go,  for  payment  of  the  debts 
of  the  United  States."  Shippen  Family  Papers,  DLC.  Lee,  Letters  (Ballagh),  2:360-61. 


John  Beatty  to  Henry  Knox 

Sir  New  York.  2 1  st  May  1 785. 

I  have  seen  and  perused  the  Letter,  you  addressed  to  Majr.  Adams 
Yesterday;  and  altho  I  cannot  Identify  any,  nor  with  precision  Certify 
as  to  the  amount  of  the  Expences,  the  Major  has  incurred  while  acting 
as  Deputy  Corny,  of  Prisoners  at  the  Post  of  Eliz,  and  which  your  letter 
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seem  to  require;  Yet  I  conceive,  My  Duty  obliges  me  to  declare  gener- 
ally as  to  his  Situation  so  far  as  my  Information  Extends.1 

During  the  Year  79  and  part  of  80,  while  I  was  at  the  Head  of  the 
Department;  This  post  being  established  by  the  Comr.  in  Chief  as  the 
only  Communication  with  New  York,  the  Nature  of  my  office  often  de- 
manded my  being  present  there,  both  in  the  Exchange  of  Prisoners  8c 
for  the  Purpose  of  holding  Conferences  with  the  British  Corny  on  that 
subject:  At  these  times  I  have  always  observed,  and  I  believe  some 
times  remarked  to  the  Major,  the  great  Expence  that  Post  subjected 
him  to,  not  only  in  the  Common  Civilities  necessarily  due  to  Prison- 
ers, (as  well  British  as  American)  but  in  his  Actual  Charitable  distribu- 
tion of  provisions  among  them:  And  what  Contributed  greatly  to 
heighten  this  Expence  was;  its  being  a  Post,  only  occasionally  occu- 
pied by  our  Troops  8c  of  Course  seldom  any  Rations  Issued;  And  from 
its  Vicinity  to  New  York,  the  provisions  to  be  purchased  were  extrava- 
gantly dear  &  only  to  be  procured  with  Specie.  The  Finances  of  the 
United  States,  not  admitting  any  disbursements  at  that  time  in  Specie 
to  My  Deputies  (as  but  a  scanty  pittance  could  only  be  obtained  for 
the  Prisoners  in  Actual  Confinement)  I  was  led  to  Enquire  from 
whence  these  Supplies  came,  and  learned  with  pain,  that  the  Majr.  was 
dependent  on  his  Friends  for  them. 

Injustice  to  the  Merits  and  sufferings  of  this  Gentleman,  I  am  sorry 
I  cannot  be  more  particular,  but  I  am  Confident  in  declaring,  that  he 
always  discharged  his  Duty  in  the  office,  with  great  punctuality  &  Fi- 
delity 8c  that  I  verily  beleive  his  present  Embarrasments  in  a  great 
Measure  arise,  from  the  sums  of  Money  he  was  Necessitated  to  bor- 
row, while  Acting  as  Depy.  Corny,  at  that  Post. 

With  sentiments  of  great  Respect  &  Esteem,  I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
Sir,  Your  most  obedt.  8c  very  Hum  Servt.,  Jno.  Beatty. 

RC  (DNA:  PCC,  item  138). 

1  A  March  31  appeal  from  Maj.  John  Adam  for  reimbursement  for  extraordinary  ex- 
penses incurred  since  1779  as  deputy  commissary  of  prisoners  at  Elizabeth  town,  N.J.,  "a 
thoroughfare  for  the  Exchange  of  Prisoners,"  had  been  referred  on  May  17  to  a  com- 
mittee chaired  by  Beatty,  himself  commissary  of  prisoners  during  1779-80.  According  to 
Secretary  Thomson's  endorsement  on  the  memorial,  Adam's  appeal  was  referred  on 
May  19  to  the  secretary  at  war,  Knox,  and  the  committee  was  discharged.  A  June  3  re- 
port on  the  claim  by  Joseph  Carleton,  Knox's  secretary,  was  referred  on  June  4  to  a  sec- 
ond committee  consisting  of  Samuel  Dick,  William  Grayson,  and  David  Howell,  whose 
recommendation  that  the  case  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury  was  adopted  by  Con- 
gress on  June  13.  Although  the  treasury  found  in  favor  of  Adam's  claim  in  a  report  sub- 
mitted July  6,  its  recommendation  was  rejected  by  Congress  on  July  15.  See  JCC, 
28:427-28,  440n,  462,  517,  540n.  Adam's  memorial  and  a  number  of  supporting  docu- 
ments are  located  in  PCC,  item  138,  1:41-74.  For  the  background  of  this  case  and 
Adam's  previous  attempts  to  obtain  compensation  for  his  claims,  see  Robert  Morris' 
Diary,  November  5,  1783,  note  3,  Morris,  Papers  (Ferguson),  vol.  8  (forthcoming). 
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Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry 

Dear  Gerry  New  York  23d.  May  [  1 7]  85. 

Lowell,  Sullivan  &  Parsons  are  here  and  we  are  attempting  to  com- 
plete the  List  of  our  fcederal  Judges — indeed  we  want  your  good  assis- 
tance and  knowledge  in  this  business.  However  we  will  do  as  well  as  in 
our  power. 

It  is  said  this  evening  that  Guardoqui  has  arrived  at  Philadelphia, 
and  may  be  expected  here  without  delay.  I  hope  he  has  powers  ade- 
quate to  a  proper  adjustment  of  our  claims  to  the  Missisippi. 

We  do  not  expect  a  federal  Court  until  November.1  New  York  are 
now  easy,  and  without  farther  objection  will  go  to  Williamsburgh. 

I  have  written  to  Mr.  Pierce  of  Newbury  Port,  who  is  in  my  Office,  to 
send  me  by  you,  when  you  come  on,  a  few  summer  Cloaths — they  will 
not  be  bulky  or  heavy,  consisting  of  thin  waistcoats,  &ca:  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  inconvenient  for  you  to  bring  them  on. 

Lest  Mr.  Pierce  shd.  fail  me,  I  must  take  the  Liberty,  in  case  they  are 
not  sent  to  Marblehead  in  season  to  you,  that  you  would  send  a  ser- 
vant to  Newbury  Port  to  Mr.  Pie[r]ce  for  them.  But  I  trust  you  will  not 
have  this  Trouble. 

We  have  passd  our  Land  Ordinance,  but  it  was  on  Saturday,  and  I 
have  no  copy  yet. 

Adieu  your's  my  dear  sir,  with  sincere  attachment,  and  friendship, 

RKing 

RC  (MH-H:  Autograph  File,  E.J.  Wendell  bequest). 

1  That  is,  the  court  for  hearing  the  western  land  claims  controversy  between  Mas- 
sachusetts and  New  York,  for  the  postponement  of  which  see  Charles  Thomson  to 
Thomas  Johnson,  et  al.,  June  21,  note  3.  In  his  June  4  reply  to  this  letter,  Gerry  re- 
sponded: 'The  Information  respecting  the  foederal  Court . . .  gives  me  pleasure.  Great 
Advantages  are  to  be  expected  on  our  part  by  postponement  of  the  Tryal:  &  I  doubt  not 
You  will  obtain  a  Court  that  under  all  Circumstances  will  suit  You,  as  well  as  You  could 
reasonably  expect."  King  Papers,  NHi. 


Samuel  Holten  to  the  Massachusetts  Assembly 

Sir,  New  York,  25th  May,  1785. 

Congress  having  lately  determined  that  the  delegates  from  each 
state,  should  be  furnished  with  six  copies  of  their  journals,  commenc- 
ing from  the  first  Monday  in  Novr.  last;1  therefore  I  have  the  honor  of 
enclosing  a  copy,  so  far  as  they  are  printed,  for  the  use  of  the  honor- 
able house. 
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With  the  most  perfect  consideration  &  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  your  most  obedient  servant,  S.  Holten 

RC  (M-Ar:  Revolutionary  War  Letters).  Addressed:  'The  Honorable  The  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives."  FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  Holten's  hand  and  endorsed 
by  him:  "copy  of  a  letter  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  &  Speaker  of  the  house,  only  al- 
tering the  address." 
i  See  JCC,  28:318. 


Charles  Thomson  to  William  Winder 

Sir  Secretary's  Office  May  25th  1 785 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  for  your  Government  two  resolutions 

passed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  the  23d  and  25th 

Instant.1 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  &  most  humble  servt,  CT 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "William  Winder,  Commissioner  for  Settling 
Accts  in  the  State  of  Delaware." 

1  In  a  March  17  letter  to  Congress  which  had  been  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury 
on  April  28,  Winder  had  asked  for  clarification  of  the  operation  of  a  number  of  con- 
gressional resolutions  (October  16,  1779,  August  26,  1780,  and  February  20,  1782),  gov- 
erning the  settlement  of  some  quartermaster  accounts  submitted  to  him.  In  its  May  12 
report  on  Winder's  letter,  which  was  adopted  by  Congress  on  the  23d,  the  board  de- 
clined to  issue  any  new  rulings  for  Winder's  guidance,  explaining  simply  that  commis- 
sioners were  already  "authorized  to  exercise  a  discretionary  power  in  liquidating  ac- 
counts on  such  principles  as  by  the  said  resolutions  are  prescribed."  See  PCC,  item  78, 
24:524-26;  andyCC,  28:195n,  317n,  359,  389-90. 

The  enclosed  May  25  resolve,  which  concerned  accounts  of  former  Delaware  gover- 
nor ]ohn  McKinly  authorized  Winder  to  make  allowances  to  McKinly  for  "public  Money 
entrusted  to  him  . .  .  taken  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,"  although  to  be  governed  by  "the 
fourth  clause  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  third  day  of  June  1784."  See  JCC, 
27:543-44,  28:392-93. 


Connecticut  Delegates  to  Matthew  Griswold 

Sr.  New  York  27th.  May  1785. 

We  now  at  length  inclose  yr.  Excelly  Copy  of  the  Ordinance  for  the 
disposition  of  the  Western  Territory1  not  such  as  we  could  have  wish'd 
&  long  hoped  it  would  have  been,  but  such  as  after  the  utmost  efforts 
of  publick  argument  &  private  solicitation  it  could  alone  be.  Opinions 
were  so  unaltarably  fix'd  upon  the  one  extreme  &  the  other  that  noth- 
ing could  have  pass'd  but  by  mutual  Concession  &  Composition.  The 
Necessity  there  was  for  doing  something  upon  a  subject  of  so  much 
importance  to  the  Interest  of  the  United  States,  will  we  hope  Apolo- 
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gize  for  our  consenting  to  a  mode  of  disposition  which  we  could  not 
perfectly  approve.  We  hope  however  it  will  answer  the  end  to  begin 
with  at  least  &  if  inconveniencies  shall  arise  upon  Experement  it  will 
be  in  the  Power  of  a  future  Congress  to  remedy  them  before  they  can 
have  very  extensively  fatal  effects.  The  Geographer  of  the  U.S.  Mr. 
Hutchins  will  be  directed  to  enter  upon  the  Survey  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, in  Order  to  this  you  see  a  Surveyor  to  Act  under  his  direction  is  to 
be  Appointed  from  each,  State,2  for  the  purpose  not  only  of  an  Accu- 
rate survey,  but  of  diffusing  as  generally  as  possible  thro'  the  States  a 
knowledge  of  the  Nature  &  Quality  of  the  Country  so  that  the  Citizens 
in  general  may  be  enabled  to  make  their  Purchases  with  Judgment  & 
Discretion.  The  Gentn.  to  be  appointed  sho'd  therefore  not  only  be 
well  skilled  in  the  Art  of  Surveying  but  possess  Talents  for  Observation 
&  discovery  so  that  at  his  return  he  may  be  able  to  give  his  Country- 
men a  full  8c  faithful  Idea  of  the  Country  &  prevent  their  being  im- 
posed upon  by  the  representations  of  Artful,  interested  &  designing 
Men.  It  do's  not  occur  to  us  who  among  us  thus  Qualified  we  can 
Nominate  that  will  probably  undertake  8c  be  soon  ready  to  enter  upon 
this  business,  8c  it  is  of  much  importance  that  there  sho'd  be  no  disap- 
pointment in  this  regard  by  a  declining  of  the  Appointment  after  it  is 
made.  We  therefore  beg  yr.  Excelly  to  point  out  to  us  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble a  Gentn.  who  will  undertake  this  important  &  arduous  trust.  An 
early  day  is  Assigned  for  the  Election  of  them  8c  several  States  have  al- 
ready made  their  Nominations. 

The  Requisition,  tho'  it  has  been  several  times  discuss'd,  is  not  yet 
completed.  The  Recommendation  relative  to  the  Trade  of  the  U.S. 
will  we  apprehend  be  taken  up  in  a  few  days.  Several  other  very  impor- 
tant matters  are  under  consideration.  The  Envoy  of  Spain  Mr.  Gardo- 
quoie  is  expected  to  arrive  here  in  a  few  Days  from  Philada.  when  a 
Negotiation  will  commence  upon  the  important  subject  of  the  Mis- 
sisippi  Navigation  8c  other  consequential  Topicks. 

As  we  see  little  Prospect  that  Congress  can  soon  rise,  8c  still  less  of 
our  being  relieved  by  the  Attendance  of  any  other  Gentn.  in  our 
room,  we  beg  leave  to  mention  to  you  that  our  Finances  are  already  at 
a  very  low  Ebb  8c  will  very  soon  be  totally  exhausted,  And  to  entreat  yr. 
Excelly  if  it  be  wished  that  we  sho'd  continue  here  that  farther  provi- 
sion may  be  made  for  us. 

We  cannot  yet  obtain  a  report  of  the  Committee  upon  the  Con- 
necticut Cession.3  The  subject  has  been  much  Debated,  8c  the  Com- 
mee.  so  often  changed  that  no  less  than  nine  Gentn.  have  already  sat 
upon  it.  That  point  which  labours  most  at  present  is  an  Idea  that  the 
Virginia  N.W.  line  will  include  a  great  part,  if  not  the  whole  even  of 
the  120  M  reserved  by  Connecticut,  that  Virginia  having  Ceded  to  the 
U.S  all  to  the  N.W  of  the  Ohio,  Congress  will  consequently  by  accept- 
ing the  Cession  of  Connect,  under  the  reservation  in  fact  give  to  Conn 
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that  120  M.  instead  of  receiving  anything  from  her.  This  Constructn. 
of  the  Virginia  Patent  is  in  our  Opinion  clearly  unfounded  &  unten- 
able, but  it  is  difficult  to  eradicate  preconceiv'd  Opinions,  especially 
on  the  side  of  Interest.  Mean  time  some  part  at  least  of  the  reserved 
120  Acres4  is  within  the  Territory  now  proposed  to  be  surveyed  &  sold 
under  the  Ordinance  tho'  as  we  conceive  not  affected  by  it. 

We  have  the  Honr.  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect  &  Esteam,  Yr.  Ex- 
cellys.  most  obt.  huml.  Servts. 

FC  (CtHi:  Johnson  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  William  Samuel  Johnson. 

1  See  Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States,  first  letter,  May  28,  note  1. 

-'  See  Charles  Thomson  to  the  Continental  Surveyors,  May  28. 

:'  For  the  postponements  that  delayed  congressional  acceptance  of  Connecticut's  ces- 
sion of  its  western  claims  to  May  26,  1786,  see  Connecticut  Delegates  to  Criswold, 
February  24,  1785,  note  4. 

4  Johnson  undoubtedly  meant  to  write  "Miles."  The  Connecticut  cession  involved 
lands  between  forty-one  degrees  and  forty-two  degrees  two  minutes  of  north  latitude, 
beginning  at  the  western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  and  running  "one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  west."  See/CC,  30:310;  and  PCC,  item  30,  fol.  549. 


Samuel  Dick  to  Sarah  Dick 

My  D'r  Sally,  May  27th.  1785,  New  York 

Tho'  my  Journey  to  this  City  employ'd  Eleven  days  Yet  it  was  unat- 
tended with  any  disagreeable  Circumstances.  The  uncommon  wetness 
of  the  weather  gave  me  a  good  pretext  for  Loitering  at  the  Homes  of 
my  friends  on  the  way  and  paying  some  long  promis'd  visits.  I  arriv'd 
in  Philadla.  on  the  Tuesday  I  left  home  about  six  o'Clock,  having 
din'd  at  Sweedborough  with  our  old  Friend  the  Parson  [Dr.  Collin].1 
Mr.  Hall  went  with  me  [in  the  evening]  to  see  Mrs.  Thompson.  The 
state  of  Health  both  of  her  Body  and  Mind  seem  to  require  a  treat- 
ment very  different  from  what  her  present  Situation  in  Town  will 
admit  of.  Mrs.  Hall  was  good  Enough  to  undertake  to  procure  you  a 
Bonnet,  and  one  for  Sally  which  it  is  likely  she  has  sent  by  your 
Brother.  Thursday  rain  detain'd  me  in  Town,  on  the  day  following  I 
went  no  farther  than  Bordentown  the  Evening  being  wet.  Here  I 
found  a  foreign  officer  just  from  New  York,  who  Inform'd  me  that  Jer- 
sey was  entirely  unrepresented  in  Congress.  Passing  thro  Trenton,  I 
came  next  Evening  to  Colo.  Beattys  who  with  Mrs.  Beatty  was  gone  to 
pay  a  Brides  Visit  about  a  mile  off.  Taking  their  little  son  in  the  Sulky 
for  a  guide,  I  went  to  the  House  of  Joy  Complimented,  Drank  and  re- 
turned. The  continued  Bad  Weather  Joined  to  a  Conviction  that  I 
could  be  of  no  [service  at]  Congress  alone,  induc'd  me  to  stay  till 
Tuesday.  Col.  Beatty  Consented  to  follow  me  in  a  few  days,  Tho'  he 
had  retir'd  from  Congress  determin'd  to  attend  wholly  to  his  Domes- 
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tic  Affairs.  His  Situation  within  a  mile  of  Princeton  is  Extremely  pleas- 
ant and  susceptible  of  much  Improvement,  and  Mrs.  Beatty  is  the 
agreeable  Lady  I  Expected  to  find.  On  Tuesday  Evening  I  arriv'd  at 
Elisabeth  Town  40  Miles.  Next  Morning  to  the  governors  about  one 
Mile.  Here,  Hospitality  without  ostentation  and  agreeable  Conversa- 
tion Induc'd  me  to  stay  two  days,  in  which  Time  Col.  Beatty  passed 
thro  Elisabeth  Town  and  got  to  New  York  a  few  hours  before  me  on 
Friday.2  Our  two  former  Messmates  at  Annapolis  Ellery  and  Howell 
live  with  us  at  Mrs.  Harts.  I  have  seen  Mrs.  Hopper  who  was  well  and 
Enquir'd  affectionately  for  her  friends.  I  will  with  great  Satisfaction  In- 
form you  when  there  is  any  prospect  of  my  Return  to  Salem.  For  tho' 
the  Healthy  Situation,  Important  Business,  and  many  Amusements 
combine  to  Engross  my  attention,  the  Dear  Idea  of  home  still  rivets 
and  takes  possession  of  my  Mind.  But  I  shall  not  be  Uneasy  if  I  hear  of 
your  Welfare.  Here  is  a  ship  lately  from  the  other  side  of  the  [world 
and]  we  have  Teas,  Silks,  and  other  India  produce  immediately  from 
China  with  many  Curiosities  which  I  cannot  describe  having  not  yet 
been  on  Board.  Your  Letter  sent  to  Mr.  Halls  will  come  to  me  nearly  in 
one  day.  A  Circumstantial  Acco't  of  our  Family  will  not  be  Unaccept- 
able. Your  Brother  will  give  Every  necessary  Council  and  Assistance. 
Make  my  Respects  to  those  to  Whom  they  will  be  most  agreeable  and 
accept  for  yourself  an  Assurance  of  the  [Continuation  of  that]  Un- 
feign'd  Affection  with  which  I  was  first  Yours,  Saml  Dick 

Tr  (DLC:  Burnett  Collection).  Copied  by  Edmund  C.  Burnett  from  "Original  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Charles  Mecum  of  Salem,  N.J." 

1  Burnett  wrote  at  the  foot  of  this  transcript:  "The  manuscript  is  damaged  at  the  folds 
to  such  an  extent  that  some  words  are  indecipherable,  or  nearly  so.  In  most  instances 
another  hand  has  written  the  interpretation  above  the  line.  All  such  interpolations  or 
intepretations  have  been  placed  in  square  brackets.  The  first  of  these,  'Dr.  Collin,'  is  an 
interpolation." 

2  John  Beatty's  presence  at  Congress  Friday,  May  13,  is  also  recorded  in  Secretary 
Thomson's  journal,  although  Dick  did  not  take  his  seat  until  Monday  the  16th.  JCC, 
28:351,361. 

Beatty's  congressional  career  was  about  to  come  to  an  end.  He  remained  in  atten- 
dance until  May  31,  but  was  not  present  for  any  roll  call  votes  after  June  3.  Dick  contin- 
ued to  attend  until  July  22.  See  JCC,  28:405,  423,  29:570,  572,  575. 


Samuel  Dick  to  William  Hall 

D'r  S'r,i  New  York  May  27th  1785. 

When  I  was  last  in  Philade.  the  Rev'd  Doct'r  Ewing  promis'd  that 
soon  after  the  Meeting  of  the  Synod  he  would  pay  to  my  order  A  Sum 
of  Your  Paper  Money  on  my  Mothers  Accot.  I  took  the  Liberty  to  men- 
tion Your  Name  and  request  You  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  call  on  the 
Doctor,  shew  him  this  Letter  and  Receive  the  Money  Informing  me  by 
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a  Line  at  what  Discount  it  may  be  Exchanged  for  Gold  or  Silver.  I  have 
inclos'd  an  Ordinance  for  the  Disposal  of  our  new  Western  State 
which  has  been  the  produce  of  our  [u]nited  Labours  for  some  Weeks 
past.  I  wish  It  may  Exhibit  in  the  Execution  Marks  of  Wisdom  propor- 
tiond  to  the  Time  and  Expense  it  has  and  will  Cost.  I  made  a  Saunter- 
ing Journey  to  this  City,  having  spent  Eight  Days  on  the  Boat  from 
Philade.  Tho  very  agreeably.  Permit  me  D'r  S'r  to  hope  for  the  Con- 
tinuance of  Care  in  forwarding  my  homeward  bound  Letters  and  put- 
ing  those  addressd  to  me  into  the  Office. 

Present  my  best  Respects  to  Mrs.  Hall  and  Inform  Mrs.  Thompson 
(for  whose  Speedy  Recovery  I  would  Expend  a  few  prayers  if  I  thought 
they  would  avail  anything,  But  a  Country  Air  and  Exercise  are  in- 
finitely preferable)  that  I  deliverd  her  Letter  at  Mr.  Douglases.  That 
Gentleman  was  Just  Recovering  from  a  Severe  and  Long  fit  of  Illness. 
The  frequent  Intercourse  between  you  and  this  City  leaves  me  no  Op- 
portunity of  writing  any  thing  by  way  of  News,  But  shall  gladly  Em- 
brace the  first  of  Communicating  whatever  may  occur  worthy  Your 
Notice  and  if  nothing  More,  of  Repeating  that  I'm  with  much  Respect 
and  Esteem  Yours,  Saml.  Dick 

Tr  (DLC:  Burnett  Collection).  Copied  by  Edmund  C.  Burnett  from  "Original  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Charles  Mecum  of  Salem,  N.J." 

i  William  Hall  (1752-1831),  son  of  the  Philadelphia  printer  David  Hall  (1714-72), 
was  one  of  the  proprietors,  with  his  brother  David,  Jr.,  and  William  Sellers,  of  Hall  & 
Sellers'  Pennsylvania  Gazette.  Rush,  Letters  (Butterfield),  l:349n.3,  2:689n.3. 


Samuel  Dick  to  Thomas  Sinnickson 

Dr  Sr i  New  York  May  27th  1 785 

My  Attendance  in  Congress  was  very  seasonable  as  they  had  ad- 
journd  several  Days  for  want  of  a  Sufficient  Number  of  States  to  pro- 
ceed to  Business.  I  prevaild  on  Col.  Beatty  that  my  Attendance  might 
not  be  Ineffectual,  to  Return  to  New  York  tho'  He  had  Arrangd  his  Af- 
fairs for  retiring  totally  from  Congress.2  The  Inclosd  is  the  only  finishd 
Business  which  I  can  now  transmit,  as  it  differs  materially  from  the  for- 
mer Mode  of  Disposal  of  western  Territory  proposd  at  Annapolis  and 
may  be  of  Service  to  some  of  our  Citizens  Request  you  will  make  it  as 
publick  as  you  can  conveniently. 

You  have  no  doubt  heard  of  the  Arrival  of  the  Empress  of  China 
and  as  much  of  the  Mercantile  Import  of  the  voyage  as  I  can  give — 
some  of  her  owners  being  in  Philada.  Pray  Inform  me  if  you  have  any 
Accot  of  the  Briggs  Arrival  in  Ireland  &  any  other  Intelligence  you 
may  Think  proper.  In  my  next  I  may  probably  send  A  Copy  of  the  In- 
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dian  Treaty  &  hope  soon  the  Requisition  for  Supplies  from  the  States 
may  be  finishd.  We  expect  hourly  the  Arrival  of  Don  Gardoqui. 
My  Respects  where  due,  Yours  Affectionately.         Saml  Dick 

N.B.  I  Reed  fifty  Dollars  of  Mr  Hall  which  I  suppose  you  have  repaid  him. 

RC  (ICHi:  Gun ther  Collection). 

1  Sinnickson,  Dick's  brother-in-law,  was  also  collector  of  Continental  taxes  in  Salem,  N.J. 

2  See  Dick  to  Sarah  Dick,  this  date,  note  2. 


Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry 

Dear  Gerry,  New  York  27th  May  1 785 

This  accompanies  the  land  ordinance  which  hath  at  length  obtained 
its  passage  through  Congress1 — I  hope  it  will  meet  your  approbation. 
We  are  now  occupied  by  the  business  of  a  requisition  for  monies. 

The  Recommendation  of  the  27th  of  April  1784  is  the  source  of 
great  embarrassment — Congress  thereby  declare  that  they  will  not  call 
for  farther  monies  until  the  States  have  all  paid  up  former  deficien- 
cies, and  they  engage  to  credit  advances  over  the  Moiety  of  the  eight 
Millions  of  Dollars  in  the  next  Requisition.'^  South  Carolina  by  man- 
agement with  Mr.  Morris  have  obtained  a  credit  for  specific  supplies 
equal  to  their  quota  of  the  Eight  millions  of  Dollars,  and  now  contend 
that  as  they  have  obtained  a  credit  on  their  quota  of  Eight  millions 
equal  to  the  whole  amount  thereof,  the  present  demand  on  the  States 
being  for  the  remaining  moiety  of  the  Eight  Millions,  they  ought  not 
to  be  called  on  for  any  part  of  the  Sum  necessary  for  the  current  year. 

The  recommendation  of  last  year,  which  is  a  very  complex  affair, 
also  states  that  before  the  residue  of  the  Eight  and  two  Millions  of 
Dollars  not  thereby  called  for  should  be  required,  Congress  would  re- 
vise the  rule  of  apportionment,  and  make  it  conformable  to  Justice 
upon  the  best  evidence  in  their  power  at  the  Time.  S.  Carolina  in  the 
Apportionment  of  the  Eight  Millions  stands  at  the  same  sum  as  New 
Hampshire.  Revise  the  Rule  &  conform  it  to  justice,  and  South  Car- 
olina will  stand  at  a  larger  Sum  and  other  States  at  a  less.  This  is  what  I 
contend  for,  and  if  it  succeeds  we  shall  bring  in  S.  Carolina. 

Indeed  it  may  be  questionable  whether  we  ought  not  to  reconsider 
the  recommendation  of  last  year  on  this  Subject — to  enjoin  it  upon 
the  states  to  comply  with  the  expectations  of  congress  in  paying  a  moi- 
ety of  the  quotas  of  the  Eight  Millions  last  year  required;  and  make  a 
new  Requisition  for  the  monies  necessary  for  the  present  year,  without 
referrence  to  former  acquisitions. 
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It  will  be  the  occasion  of  confusion  and  intricacy,  if  every  new  requi- 
sition upon  the  States  for  money  is  to  operate  as  a  ballance  Bill  to  all 
preceding  demands. 

What  think  you  of  this  idea.  Adieu  my  dear  friend.  Believe  me  affec- 
tionately, Your,  R  King 

RC  (NHi:  King  Papers). 

1  See  JCC,  28:375-81.  This  day  King  also  sent  a  copy  of  this  ordinance,  along  with  the 
ordinance  of  April  23,  1784,  "for  the  temporary  Government  of  such  new  States,  within 
the  Territory  of  the  United  States  as  may  in  future  be  admitted"  (JCC,  26:275-79),  to 
the  Worcester,  Mass.,  printer  Isaiah  Thomas.  Thomas  Papers,  MWA. 

*JCC,  26:297-309. 


William  Grayson  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  May  28th.  1 785. 

I  did  myself  the  pleasure  some  time  since  of  writing  to  you;1  and  I 
expect  by  this  time  you  have  recieved  my  letter;  since  which  nothing 
has  happened  of  any  consequence  except  the  passage  of  the  Land  Or- 
dinance &  the  arrival  Don  Diego  de  Gardoqui  at  Philadelphia.  I  in- 
close you  a  copy  of  the  Ordinance:2  8c  if  it  is  not  the  best  in  the  world, 
it  is  I  am  confident  the  best  that  could  be  procured  for  the  present. 
There  was  such  a  variety  of  interests  most  of  them  imaginary,  that  I  am 
only  surprised  it  is  not  more  defective. 

The  Eastern  people  who  before  the  revolution  never  had  an  idea  of 
any  quantity  of  Earth  above  a  hundred  acres,  were  for  selling  in  large 
tracts  of  30,000  acres  while  the  Southern  people  who  formerly  could 
scarce  bring  their  imaginations  down  so  low  as  to  comprehended  the 
meaning  of  a  hundred  Acres  of  ground  were  for  selling  the  whole  ter- 
ritory in  lots  of  a  mile  square. 

In  this  situation  we  remained  for  eight  days,  with  great  obstinacy  on 
both  sides,  untill  a  kind  of  compromise  took  effect.3 

As  to  foreign  news  we  are  entirely  uninformed:  neither  can  [any] 
body  here  say  with  certainty  what  will  be  the  event  of  the  present  hos- 
tile preparations  in  Europe. 

I  imagine  you  have  heard  of  the  arrival  of  an  American  vessel  at  this 
place  in  four  months  from  Canton  in  China  laden  with  the  commodi- 
ties of  that  country. 

It  seems  our  Countrymen  were  treated  with  as  much  respect  as  the 
Subjects  of  any  other  nation:  i.e.  the  whole  are  looked  upon  by  the 
Chinese  as  Barbarians:  &  they  have  too  much  Asiactic  hauteur  to  de- 
scend to  any  discrimination.  Most  of  the  mercantile  people  here  are  of 
opinion,  this  commerce  can  be  carried  on,  on  betters  from  America 
than  Europe:  8c  that  we  may  be  able  not  only  to  supply  our  own  wants, 
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but  to  smuggle  a  very  considerable  quantity  to  the  West  Indies.  I  could 
heartily  wish  to  see  the  merchts.  of  our  State  engaged  in  this  business. 
Don't  you  think  an  exemption  from  duty  on  all  goods  imported  im- 
mediately from  India  in  Virga.  bottoms  to  our  State  might  have  a 
good  effect? 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers).  In  Grayson's  hand;  signature  clipped. 

1  See  Grayson  to  Madison,  May  1. 

2  See/a;  28:375-81. 

:1  For  this  May  4-5  compromise,  that  "one  half  the  land  is  to  be  sold  by  sections  or 
lots,  &  the  other  halt  by  entire  townships,"  see  JCC,  28:335-39. 


Samuel  Holten  to  John  Avery 

My  dear  Sir,  New  York,  28th  May,  1 785. 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  attention  of  the  12th  instant. 

We  are  now  wishing  to  hear  who  is  Govr.  of  Massachusetts,  8c  how 
you  have  compleated  your  Elections. 

Messrs.  Lowell,  Sullivan,  8c  Parsons  are  with  us,  or  more  properly 
might  be  said,  have  been  with  us  for  Messrs.  Lowell  &  Parsons,  are 
gone  to  Phila.;  and  nothing  more  will  be  done,  I  conclude,  at  present, 
respecting  the  federal  court  than  filling  it  up  8c  agreeing  upon  a  time 
to  meet  as  several  of  the  Gentlemen  that  were  appointed  have  de- 
clined accepting.  The  ordinance  respecting  the  western  territory  may 
come  to  hand  officially  before  this,  however.  I  will  do  myself  the 
Honor  of  inclosing  a  copy. 

I  have  lately  been  informed,  that  it  is  given  out  with  you  that  this  is 
the  last  year  that  Dr  Holten  has  a  right  to  sit  in  Congress  if  elected. 
Surely  this  must  be  a  mistake,  And  some  persons  may  be  willing  that 
my  friends,  at  court,  may  consider  me  in  this  light;  however  I  beg  you 
not  to  think,  that  I  am  seeking  to  be  elected,  when  I  assure  you,  I  only 
wish  that  the  members  of  the  court  may  not  be  deceived. 

I  remain,  with  perfect  respect,  your  most  obedient. 

FC  (MHi:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  ot  Samuel  Holten. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Elbridge  Gerry 

My  dear  Sir,  New  York,  28th  May  1 785. 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  attention  of  the  22d  ultimo:  it 
seems  you  were  then  waiting  "to  hear  it  announced,  who  is  our  Gov- 
ernor," which  is  the  case  now  with  us;  I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  form  a 
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judgment,  when  I  consider  the  list  of  candidates;  hut  had  another 
person  I  had  reference  to  in  my  last '  been  one  of  them,  I  should  not 
be  so  much  at  a  loss. 

Your  observations  respecting  persons  employed  in  public  &  impor- 
tant stations  are  very  just,  and  I  consider  them,  as  the  natural  prod- 
ucts of  a  mind  like  yours. 

The  "business  of  requisitions"  goes  on  slow,  S.C.  objects  to  having 
any  sum  quoted  on  them,  they  having  obtained  a  credit  for  their  part 
of  the  8,000,000;  And  another  objection  is,  the  discharging  one  moi- 
ety of  the  proposed  requisitions,  by  interest  arising  on  loan  office  cer- 
tificates, the  army  debt,  and  other  liquidated  debts  of  the  U.S.  You 
must  be  sensible  these  are  matters  that  we  can't  readily  give  up. 

The  ordinance  respecting  the  western  territory  has  at  length  passed, 
&  I  will  do  myself  the  honor  of  enclosing  a  copy. 

Congress  have  determined  to  continue  the  geographer  of  the  U.S. 
in  office  for  three  years,  with  a  salary  of  six  dollars  per  day  for  his  ser- 
vices and  in  lieu  of  all  expences:  most  of  the  surveyors  are  appointed, 
Mr.  Rufus  Putnam  is  chosen  for  Massachusetts.2 

I  remain,  with  the  highest  sentiments  of  respects,  your  sincere 
friend  and  humble  servant,  S.  Holten3 

RC  (MHi:  Gerry  Papers). 

1  Not  found. 

2  See  Charles  Thomson  to  the  Continental  Surveyors,  and  to  Thomas  Hutchins,  this 
date. 

3  Holten  also  wrote  the  following  note  to  Rufus  King  at  "7  o'clock"  the  next  morning: 
"Dr.  Holten  presents  his  respectful  compliments  to  the  honorable  Mr.  King,  &  will  wait 
on  him  at  about  half  after  nine  this  morning,  to  finish  the  proposed  letter  [not 
identified],  if  agreeable  to  Mr.  King."  Holten  Papers,  MHi. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Jeremiah  Sheldon 

Dr.  Shelden.  New  York.  28th  May  1785. 

I  inclose  you  a  letter  I  have  lately  reed,  from  Mr.  Bergen;1  you  will 
please  to  inform  me  what  answer  may  be  proper  for  me  to  return  him. 

Nothing  material  has  taken  place  here  since  you  left  me,2  excepting 
my  removal  from  Mrs.  Dunscombs;  I  have  for  the  present  taken  up 
lodgings  on  Long  Island  opposite  the  city.  The  honorable  Messrs.  Fos- 
ter, Long,  Cooke  &  Henry  from  Pensa.  are  with  me;  my  apartment  & 
situation  is  very  agreeable. 

I  remain,  with  real  respect,  your  most  obedient 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  The  following  note,  endorsed  "Copy  of  a  letter  to  Jacob  G.  Bergen,  30th  May,  1785, 
respectg.  Sheldon's  affairs,"  is  also  in  the  Holten  Papers,  DLC.  "Sir,  I  have  reed,  your  at- 
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tendon  of  the  23d  instant,  and  have  forwarded  the  same  to  Mr.  Shelden;  when  I  receive 
his  answer,  I  will  endeavor  to  make  you  acquainted  with  the  same.  Please  to  make  my  re- 
spects to  Mrs.  Bergen,  &  be  assured  that  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  render  you  services." 

2  Holten  had  employed  Sheldon  intermittently  as  a  personal  servant  during  his 
terms  in  Congress  since  1778.  See  these  Letters,  15:31  In. 

An  instance  of  the  nature  of  the  work  expected  of  Sheldon  is  set  forth  in  the  follow- 
ing "instructions  to  Jerry"  drafted  by  Holten  'June  27th,"  printed  in  the  Danvers  Histori- 
cal Society  Collections  20  ( 1 932) :  50. 

"You  are  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia  and  send  on  by  water  or  land  the  chest  left 
there,  and  the  articles  therein,  if  they  can  be  sent  on  reasonably  if  not,  to  dispose  of  the 
same,  and  account  with  me  for  the  money. 

"You  are  to  apply  to  the  bank  and  present  two  small  bills  for  30  Dollars,  and  procure 
me  the  money. 

"You  are  to  apply  to  Mr.  Martin  and  procure  my  clothes  and  the  thirty  dollars  you 
paid  him,  as  you  must  account  with  me  for  the  money  you  let  him  have. 

"You  must  pay  my  bills  for  keeping  the  horses,  and  mind  that  they  are  right  cast. 

"You  are  to  pay  Mr.  Sword  for  my  part  of  the  beer. 

"You  are  to  pay  all  such  other  accounts  in  Philadelphia  as  you  know  I  ought  in  jus- 
tice to  pay. 

'You  are  to  get  my  shoes  of  Mr.  Brown  if  they  are  made,  and  if  you  think  they  will  suit. 

"You  are  to  proceed  with  great  moderation  and  consult  your  own  health,  and  return 
by  water  or  land  as  you  find  it  most  convenient." 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  John  Adams 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  May  the  28th.  1 785 

I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  by  Colo.  Smith,  which  letter  I 
doubt  not  but  that  you  have,  or  will  in  due  time,  safely  receive.1  My 
hopes  are  great,  that  your  wisdom,  and  the  good  sense  of  the  British 
Administration,  will  extinguish  the  mischievous  discord  that  has  been 
so  artfully  and  industriously  fomented  by  the  enemies  of  both  coun- 
tries to  the  essential  injury  of  both,  and  in  violation  of  the  best  princi- 
ples of  humanity.  A  set  of  acrimonious  disappointed  people,  who 
meaning  the  gratification  of  their  own  malice  and  self  interest,  are 
poisoning  the  minds  of  men  with  plausibilities,  and  theoretic  reason- 
ings, that  are  opposed  to  the  true  state  of  things;  and  whose  counsels 
if  pursued,  will  tend  only  to  plant  dissention  and  distress,  where  mu- 
tual good  &  common  happiness  should  be  cultivated,  and  will  flour- 
ish. The  enclosed  ordinance  will  shew  you  the  measures  that  we  are 
taking  to  dispose  of  western  lands  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  pub- 
lic debt.  It  seems  probable  that  this  will  have  very  powerful  operation 
in  effecting  the  end  designed  by  the  System.  For  the  country  is  fine 
beyond  description,  both  in  soil  and  climate — Abounding  with  all 
those  primary  and  essential  materials  for  human  industry  to  work 
upon,  in  order  to  produce  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  mankind. 

Don  Diego  de  Gardoque  has  just  announced  to  me  his  arrival  at 
Philadelphia  in  quality  of  Plenipotentiary  from  his  Catholic  Majesty, 
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&  that  he  will  pay  his  respects  in  a  few  days.2  The  enterprise  of  Amer- 
ica is  well  marked  by  the  successful  voyage  made  by  a  ship  from  this 
port,  that  has  returned  after  a  voyage  of  14  months  from  Canton  in 
China  with  a  valuable  eastern  Cargo.  Our  people  met  with  great  civil- 
ity from  the  Chinese.  And  the  Europeans  at  Canton,  altho  civil  to  the 
stripes,  were  not  a  little  surprised  to  see  them  there  so  soon,  and  at 
the  celerity  with  which  their  voyages  were  effected.  The  gentleman 
who  writes  the  letter,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  is  a  near  relation 
of  mine  by  marriage,  and  my  Godson  also.'*  Added  to  this,  I  am  his 
friend  because  of  his  real  worth  and  deserts.  He  is  the  youngest  son 
but  one  of  a  numerous  family.  Possessing  talents,  industry,  and  enter- 
prise, he  determined  very  early  to  shake  off  that  indolence  too  com- 
mon with  youths  of  his  rank  in  Virginia.  In  quest  of  fortune,  after  hav- 
ing finished  his  education,  he  went  15  years  ago  to  Sea,  and  pursued 
his  system  to  the  East  Indies  some  years  before  the  late  war  com- 
menced, and  he  remained  in  the  East  engaged  with  the  country  trade 
there.  His  letter  will  inform  you  of  his  misfortunes,  of  his  present  situ- 
ation, and  his  future  views.  My  acquaintance  has  ceased  with  all  who 
might  have  promoted  his  interest  in  the  East  Indies.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances I  venture  to  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  assist  him  to  the  ut- 
most of  your  power  in  the  way  of  procuring  for  him  the  appointment 
that  he  desires  in  the  Company's  service.  I  know  that  it  has  not  been 
uncommon  in  England  for  foreign  Ministers  to  interest  themselves  in 
favor  of  Individuals,  by  which  means  the  latter  have  been  essentially 
served.  I  am  sure  that  you  will  in  this  case  oblige  a  worthy  able  man, 
and,  a  greatful  mind.  That  your  friend,  the  writer  of  this  letter,  re- 
quests this  favor  of  you,  will  I  am  very  sure  be  a  motive  of  strong  in- 
ducement with  you  to  exert  yourself.  The  letter  that  I  have  enclosed 
for  him  under  your  cover  be  so  kind  as  to  get  forwarded  by  some  of 
the  India  Ships  bound  to,  or  near  to  Calcutta.  It  may  go  with  any  letter 
in  his  favor  that  you  are  so  good  as  to  procure  for  him.  It  seems  proba- 
ble, at  present,  that  Congress  will  not  adjourn  this  year — if  they 
should,  it  will  not  be  sooner  than  the  middle  of  August.  Your  letters 
for  me  will  be  in  a  good  way  when  they  are  deliverd  to  the  care  of 
Messrs.  Wallace,  Johnson  &  Muir  Merchants  in  London. 

I  heartily  wish  you  health  and  happiness  being  very  sincerely  your 
affectionate  friend,  Richard  Henry  Lee. 

RC  (MHi:  Adams  Family  Papers). 

1  See  Lee  to  Adams,  April  14. 

2  For  Diego  de  Gardoqui's  May  21  letters  to  Lee  and  John  Jay  announcing  his  arrival 
in  Philadelphia  and  enclosing  copies  of  his  royal  commission  and  instructions,  see  PCC, 
item  97,  fols.  1-38,  item  125,  fols.  1-2;  and  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-89,  3:137-39, 
142-46.  They  had  been  received  on  Friday,  May  27,  and  referred  to  the  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs  who  reported  May  30.  See  JCC,  28:400n.l;  and  PCC,  item  186,  fol.  136, 
item  190,  fol.  42. 
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3  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  of  May  1 2,  1 784,  from  Thomas  Steptoe,  half-brother  of 
Lee's  first  wife,  Anne  Aylett,  is  in  the  Adams  Family  Papers,  MHi.  Steptoe,  who  had 
been  a  prisoner  of  Hvder  Ally  during  the  war,  was  in  Calcutta  and  sought  Lee's  interces- 
sion in  obtaining  "a  Factorship  in  the  East  India  Companys  Service." 


Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States 

Sir  Secretary's  Office  May  28.  1785 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excelly.  an  Act  of  the  U.S. 
in  Congress  assembled  for  laying  out  into  distinct  States  the  Western 
territory  ceded  to  the  Union  by  the  Individual  States,  and  stating  the 
principles  on  which  the  temporary  and  permanent  governments  of 
the  new  states  shall  be  established;1  also  an  Ordinance  for  ascertain- 
ing the  Mode  of  disposing  of  lands  in  the  western  territory  8c  subse- 
quent measures  taken  for  carrying  the  Ordinance  into  effect.2 
With  great  respect  &c.3 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "To  govr.  N  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island." 

1  This  May  20,  1785,  ordinance  is  in  JCC,  28:375-81.  For  its  evolution,  see  William 
Grayson  to  Washington,  April  15,  1785,  note  1. 

'-'  This  April  23,  1784,  ordinance  is  in  JCC,  26:275-79. 

3  At  the  foot  of  this  letter  Thomson  indicated  that  the  same  letter  went  to  the  gover- 
nors of  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania,  "with  the  following  addi- 
tion viz."  "Having  reed,  no  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  12  April  last  covering  the  Acts  of  1, 
7  &  12  of  that  Month,  relative  to  the  raising  a  body  of  troops  for  the  purpose  therein 
mentioned,  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  your  Exy  to  communicate  to  me  the  steps  taken  by 
your  State  for  raising  the  quota  assigned  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  make  report  thereof." 
For  the  letter  and  acts  referred  to,  see  Thomson  to  Certain  States,  April  12,  1785.  The 
RC  of  this  May  28  letter  that  was  sent  to  the  president  of  Pennsylvania  was  misdated  May 
12,  1785.  RG  27,  PHarH;  and  Pa.  Archives,  1st  ser.  10:457. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States 

Sir.  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  May  28.  1 785 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  excellency  An  Act  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  for  laying  out  into  distinct  States 
the  Western  territory  ceded  to  the  Union  by  individual  [states]  and 
stating  the  principles  on  which  the  temporary  &  permament  govern- 
ments of  the  new  states  shall  be  established.1 

An  Ordinance  for  ascertaining  the  mode  of  disposing  of  Lands  in 
the  western  territory  &  subsequent  measures  taken  for  carrying  this 
Ordinance  into  effect.2 

Also  an  Ordinance  for  the  regulation  of  the  Office  of  the  Secretary 
of  Congress.3 

With  great  Respect  &c 
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LB  (DNA:  PCX!,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "Govr.  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  South 
Carolina,  Georgia." 

'  /CC,  28:875-81. 

*JCC,  26:275-79. 

syCC  28:212-14. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Richard  Caswell 

Duplicate  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress 

Sir  28  May  1785 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  Your  Excellency  sundry  Acts  of 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

1st.  An  Act  of  the  23d  of  April  1784,  for  laying  out  into  distinct  States, 
the  western  territory  ceded  to  the  Union  by  Individual  States  &  pur- 
chased of  the  Indians — And  stating  the  principles  upon  which  the  tempo- 
rary and  permanent  Governments  of  the  new  States  shall  be  established.1 

2Iy.  An  Ordinance  ascertaining  the  mode  of  disposing  of  lands  in 
the  western  territory  so  ceeded  and  purchased.2 

31y.  A  recommendation  to  the  State  over  which  You  preside  to  recur 
to  the  principles  of  magnanimity  &  Justice,  which  dictated  the  act  of 
June  2d  1784 — and  to  evince  the  same  good  disposition  by  repealing 
the  Act  of  20  Novr  last — and  compleating  the  cession  of  western  terri- 
tory made  by  the  first  Act.3 

4th.  An  Ordinance  for  the  regulation  of  the  Office  of  the  Secretary 
of  Congress,  passed  the  31st  March  1785.4  As  this  ordinance  makes  it 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress  not  only  to  transmit  to  the  States 
the  Acts,  Ordinances,  resolutions,  and  recommendations  of  Congress, 
but  also  to  correspond  with  the  States,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
communications  from  them  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  same,  I 
trust  Your  Excellency  will  favor  me  with  an  answer — And  that  the  con- 
duct of  North  Carolina  will  exhibit  the  clearest  proof,  that  no  State  in 
the  union  can  exceed,  nor  any  consideration  overbalance  their  zeal  to 
extend  the  blessings  of  liberty  and  to  promote  the  peace,  happiness 
and  prosperity  of  the  Confederacy. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellencys 
Most  obedient  &  Most  Humble  Servt.,  Cha  Thomson 

RC  (Nc-Ar:  Legislative  Papers.  A.6,  reel  2,  unit  2,  DLCfESR]).  In  the  hand  of  Roger 
Alden  and  signed  by  Thomson.  Addressed:  "His  Excellency  The  Governor  of  North  Car- 
olina." Caswell  had  just  succeeded  Alexander  Martin  as  governor  on  May  5,  a  post  he 
had  also  held  in  1776-79. 

i  JCC,  26:275-79. 

2/CC,  28:375-81. 

3  This  congressional  "recommendation"  to  North  Carolina  was  adopted  May  20.  The 
references  are  to  the  state's  June  2,  1784,  act  ceding  extensive  western  land  claims  to 
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Congress  and  November  20,  1784,  act  repealing  the  previous  act  of  cession,  for  which 
see/CC,  28:382-86.  See  also  Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  to  Alexander  Martin,  December  18, 
1784,  note  1;  and  Spaight  to  Caswell,  June  2,  1785,  note  2. 
4JCC,  28:212-14. 


Charles  Thomson  to  the  Continental  Surveyors 

Sir,  Office  of  Secy  of  Congress,  May  28.  1 785 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  United  States,  in  Confor- 
mity to  their  Ordinance  for  ascertaining  the  mode  of  disposing  of 
lands  in  the  western  territory,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  have  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  Surveyors  and  have  chosen  you  one  of 
them.1  You  will  please  to  inform  me,  as  soon  as  possible,  of  your  Ac- 
ceptance that  I  may  make  report  thereof  to  Congress.2 
I  am,  Sr.  yr.  Obedt  humble  servt.3 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "Nathaniel  Adams  [New  Hampshire],  Rufus  Put- 
nam [Massachusetts],  Caleb  Harris  [Rhode  Island],  William  Morris  [New  York],  Adam 
Hoops  [Pennsylvania],  James  Simpson  [Maryland],  Alexander  Parker  [Virginia],  Abso- 
lam  Tatum  [North  Carolina],  William  Tate  [South  Carolina]." 
•  See/CC,  28:375-81,  398. 

2  Thomson's  notations  at  the  foot  of  this  letter  indicate  that  Nathaniel  Adams  de- 
clined this  appointment,  and  that  Rufus  Putnam,  William  Morris,  Adam  Hoops,  and 
James  Simpson  accepted.  They  also  record  the  appointment  on  August  15  of  Ebenezer 
Sullivan  in  the  place  of  Nathaniel  Adams,  and  that  of  Edward  Dowse  on  August  24  when 
Sullivan  declined.  Cf.  JCC,  29:623,  654,  679n. 

3  On  June  20  Thomson  also  sent  nearly  identical  letters  to  Robert  Johnson  [Georgia] 
and  Absalom  Martin  [New  Jersey]  after  their  appointment  on  June  17;  and  on  July  18  to 
Mark  McCall  [Delaware]  and  Isaac  Sherman  [Connecticut],  the  day  of  their  appoint- 
ment. See/CC,  28:466,  29:542;  and  PCC,  item  18A,  fols.  99,  111.  See  also  the  following 
entry,  and  Thomson  to  Thomas  Hutchins,  August  15,  1785. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Thomas  Hutchins 

Sir  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  May  28.  1785 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  you  an  Ordinance  passed  by  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  ascertaining  the  mode  of  dispos- 
ing of  lands  in  the  western  territory;  together  with  two  Acts  of  Con- 
gress, The  one  fixing  the  sum  allowed  you  for  services  and  expences, 
and  the  other  containing  the  election  of  Nine  of  the  Surveyors.1 

I  heartily  wish  you  health,  I  am  well  assured  you  will  have  pleasure, 
in  executing  the  duties  assigned  by  the  Ordinance. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  &  most  humble  Servt,  CT 
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LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "Mr.  T.  Hutehins,  Geographer  of  the  United 
States." 

1  See/CC,  28:375-81,  398;  and  the  preceding  entry. 


New  Hampshire  Delegates  to  Meshech  Weare 

Sir  New  York  May  29th,  1 785. 

We  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  copies  of  the 
late  Indian  treaties  as  also  sundry  resolutions  of  Congress  for  entering 
into  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  and  all  the  other  Indians  southward 
of  them  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing peace  with  them  and  receiving  them  into  favour  and  protection 
and  removing  all  causes  of  future  contention  quarrels1 — and  at  the 
same  time  enclose  the  ordinance  opening  a  land  office  in  the  several 
states  which  passed  the  23d  instant2  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  all  the 
States  present — and  we  flatter  ourselves  is  so  adjusted  as  to  give  satis- 
faction to  the  State  we  have  the  honor  to  represent  and  at  the  same 
time  we  have  the  most  confident  expectations  that  in  its  operation  it 
will  considerably  diminish  the  domestic  debt  by  absorbing  a  great 
number  of  the  public  securities.  The  general  opinion  of  the  goodness 
of  the  soil  in  this  western  country  8c  of  the  happy  temperature  of  the 
climate,  has  been  increasing  with  every  new  investigation  of  it,  and  we 
think  it  beyond  a  doubt  that  many  of  the  creditors  of  the  United 
States  in  the  middle  and  southern  parts  of  the  Union  have  fixed  their 
attention  to  this  as  a  fund  from  which  they  shall  soon  be  able  to  pay 
themselves.  We  submit  it  to  the  citizens  of  New  Hampshire  whether  as- 
sociations may  not  be  formed  for  the  purchase  of  townships  in  this 
territory  for  future  settlements  or  dispositions  with  advantag  the  dis- 
tance notwithstanding.  It  was  the  inclination  of  the  eastern  states  in 
conformity  to  the  usual  mode  of  locating  lands  in  that  part  of  the 
country  by  townships — to  have  adhered  to  that  method  throughout 
the  whole  country  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  ordinance  but  as  a  differ- 
ent method  had  always  been  adopted  to  the  southward — it  became 
necessary  to  agree  to  alternate  by  lots  and  townships  on  the  principle 
of  compromise. 

The  design  of  a  surveyor  from  each  State  was  that  by  going  into  the 
country  they  might  be  able  to  communicate  information  to  the  state 
for  which  they  were  appointed  of  the  quality  of  the  lands,  and  such 
other  circumstances  as  may  direct  the  citizens  in  making  their  pur- 
chases. We  have  nominated  Mr  Nathaniel  Adams  of  Portsmouth  as  a 
surveyor  who  is  unanimously  chosen,  we  wish  he  may  accept  his  ap- 
pointment,3 but  should  he  decline  we  ask  the  attention  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  this  subject — and  that  they  would  send  forward  some  suitable 
person  who  would  undertake  the  business  and  we  doubt  not  his  im- 
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mediate  appointment — there  is  a  committee  who  we  expect  will  re- 
port (tomorrow)  a  sum  to  be  advanced  to  the  several  officers  and  men 
who  are  to  proceed  on  this  business.4 

The  estimate  and  requisition  in  the  several  states  for  the  current 
year  is  reported  by  a  committee  and  is  now  before  Congress  we  hope 
it  will  soon  be  passed  but  are  afraid  from  the  opposition  we  expect 
some  parts  of  it  will  meet  with  in  Congress  that  it  will  not  be  sent  out 
soon  enough  to  find  our  court  in  session.  When  that  is  finished  we 
shall  think  it  our  duty  as  one  of  the  foremost  of  other  things  to  call  up 
a  report  of  a  committee  on  old  paper  money  and  get  it  adjusted  in 
such  a  manner  as  a  resolution  may  be  had  thereon.  By  a  letter  from 
Don  Diego  De  Gardoqui  from  Philadelphia  we  are  informed  of  the  ar- 
rival of  that  gentleman  in  that  city,  but  in  what  character  he  is  ap- 
pointed by  his  catholic  Majesty  to  the  United  States  we  at  present  are 
not  able  to  inform  you  as  his  credentials  have  not  been  laid  before 
congress. 

With  the  greatest  reluctance  we  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency 
of  our  immediate  want  of  money  to  defray  our  expences  here — we 
have  been  borrowing  of  our  friends  for  about  two  months — hope  an 
opportunity  will  present  whereby  we  may  soon  get  a  sufficient  supply. 

We  are  with  sentiments  of  regard  and  esteem  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and  very  Humble  Servants,  Abiel  Foster 

Pierce  Long 

TV  (DLC:  Peter  Force  Collection). 

1  See  JCC,  28:423-26  (for  the  treaties  of  Fort  Stanwix  and  Fort  Mcintosh);  and  South 
Carolina  Delegates  to  Benjamin  Guerard,  January  25,  1785,  note  8. 

2  Actually  May  20,  for  which  see  Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States,  May  28,  note  1. 
:i  Adams  declined  this  appointment  and  was  replaced  by  Ebenezer  Sullivan  August  15. 

See  Charles  Thomson  to  the  Continental  Surveyors,  May  28,  note  2. 
4  For  the  adoption  of  this  report  June  9,  see  JCC,  28:441-42. 


Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  to  William  Blount 

May  29,  1785 
R.  H.  Lee  harangued  us  on  the  Ohio  question  [  and  when  we  voted 
on  the  Ordinance  he  cast  his  vote  from  the  chair  which  was  objected 
to  by  Mr.  Grayson  who  said  that  custom  had  it  that  the  delegates  from 
Virginia  voted  from  their  table,  as  indeed  do  all  the  delegates — you 
have  been  in  Congress — I  say  no  more — But  Mr.  Lee  replied  that  tho' 
President  this  did  not  deprive  him  of  the  Vote  and  he  would  give  it 
from  the  Chair. 2 
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Tr  (Herbert  E.  Klingelhofer,  Bethesda,  Md.,  1977).  Extract  "Copied  from  the  original  in 
the  possession  of  Dr.  Frederick  Dearborn  in  1957." 

1  Richard  Henry  Lee  may  have  "harangued"  the  delegates  as  a  result  of  Rufus  King's 
and  William  Samuel  Johnson's  April  27  motion  during  debate  over  the  land  ordinance 
to  narrow  Virginia's  options  in  granting  lands  to  officers  and  soldiers  northwest  of  the 
Ohio  River — a  move  that  the  Virginia  delegates  countered  the  following  day  with  a 
compromise  amendment.  See  JCC,  28:309-10,  316-17. 

'-'  William  Grayson  probably  objected  to  Lee's  casting  his  vote  from  the  president's  chair 
during  final  passage  of  the  ordinance  on  May  20,  although  the  vote  was  not  recorded. 
JCC,  28:375-81.  For  an  analysis  of  the  presidency  and  a  review  of  die  conduct  of  various 
presidents  of  Congress,  see  Herbert  E.  Klingelhofer,  'The  Presidents  of  the  United  States 
in  Congress  Assembled,"  Manuscripts  28  (1976):  2-15,  83-96,  171-87,  255-71 . 


Rufus  King  to  Timothy  Pickering 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  30th  May  1 785 

The  return  and  letter,  you  transmitted  to  Genl.  Knox  some  weeks  since, 
are  now  before  a  committee  of  congress  and  the  object  of  the  reference  is 
the  abolition  of  the  Department.  Similar  proceedings  are  in  examina- 
tion touching  the  Department  of  the  commissary  of  military  Stores.1 

Since  the  Secretary  at  war  is  expressly  charged  with  the  care  of  the  last 
mentioned  Department,  I  can  see  no  reason  for  keeping  it  up  separately. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  a  proper  allowance  should  be  made  to 
you  for  the  Time  employed  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  your 
Department,  and  the  Department  abolished.  Pray  inform  me  what,  if 
any,  advantage  will  arise  from  keeping  the  Department  in  existence.2 

I  transmit  you  a  copy  of  the  Land  Ordinance  such  as  it  finally 
passed.  All  parties  who  have  advocated  particular  modes  of  disposing 
of  this  western  territory  have  relinquished  some  things  they  wished; 
and  the  ordinance  is  a  compromise  of  opinions. 

It  is  proposed  to  have  a  treaty  on  the  Wabash  to  obtain  a  cession  of 
indian  Claims  to  the  Lands  between  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi 
southerly.  Would  it  not  be  preferable  to  try  the  sale  of  the  lands  al- 
ready obtained  before  we  purchase  farther?  Will  not  the  indian  claims 
prevent  imigrants  on  the  western  side  of  the  Ohio?  Pray  give  me  your 
sentiments,3  and  believe  me  very  respectfully  your  obt.  Servt. 

Rufus  King4 

RC  (MHi:  Pickering  Papers). 

1  King  was  chairman  of  the  committee  (with  William  Grayson  and  William  Hindman) 
considering  the  abolition  of  the  quartermaster  department  and  repeal  of  the  November 
4,  1783,  resolution  continuing  the  office  of  commissary  of  military  stores.  A  May  17  let- 
ter from  the  secretary  at  war,  Henry  Knox,  enclosing  a  quartermaster  return  and  a  May 
12  letter  from  Pickering  to  Knox,  had  been  referred  to  King's  committee  on  the  17th. 
See  JCC,  28:348n,  364n;  and  PCC,  item  150,  1:17-32.  The  committee's  recommenda- 
tions for  discontinuing  the  office  of  military  stores  and  abolishing  the  quartermaster 
department  were  adopted  on  July  20  and  25,  respectively.  JCC,  29:560-61,  573-74. 
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-  Pickering's  June  1  response  to  King  is  in  King,  Correspondence  (King),  1:104-5. 

1  Pickering  took  up  these  subjects  in  a  letter  to  King  ofjune  4.  Ibid.,  pp.  106-7. 

'  King  also  wrote  the  following  brief  letter  to  Mercy  Warren  this  clay.  "Madam,  Mrs. 
[Richard]  Montgomery  [Janet  Livingston],  who  has  been  some  weeks  absent  from  this 
city  at  the  manor  of  Livingston,  where  she  will  pass  the  summer,  hath  done  me  the 
honor  to  cover  to  my  care  the  accompanying  Letter,  with  a  polite  request,  that  it  might 
be  forwarded  to  Milton. 

"I  comply  with  this  injunction  of  Mrs.  Montgomery  with  the  most  entire  Satisfaction; 
since  it  furnishes  me  with  an  occasion,  which  I  have  long  desired,  to  express  the  very 
great  veneration  and  Respect,  with  which,  I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  con- 
sideration, madam  your  very  obedient  servant.      Rufus  King" 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir  New  York  May  the  30th  1 785 

Two  days  ago,  and  not  sooner,  your  favor  of  March  the  20th l  was 
deliverd  to  me,  so  that  you  find  it  has  been  more  than  two  months 
travelling  thus  far.  It  seems  to  me  that  our  Assembly  were  influenced 
more  by  the  letter  than  the  spirit  of  the  Confederation.  The  conse- 
quence will  certainly  be,  if  our  meetings  are  slow  as  usual,  that  Vir- 
ginia will  be  unrepresented  for  some  time  after  the  federal  year  com- 
mences.2 Tho  no  great  mischief  arises  from  this,  the  appearance  is  not 
so  handsome  as  it  should  be;  besides  that  it  partakes  too  much  of  that 
too  common  inattention  to  the  great  Council  of  the  U.  S.  upon  the 
wise  conduct  of  which  so  much  depends. 

I  am  very  happy  to  see  by  the  Newspapers  that  the  business  of  open- 
ing Potomac  goes  on  so  well.  Tis  certainly  an  object  of  great  conse- 
quence to  extend  our  internal  navigation.  Concerning  James  river  I 
have  heard  nothing.3  When  I  was  in  our  Assembly  it  appeard  to  me 
rather  to  be  the  wish,  than  otherwise,  that  Kentucky  should  apply  for 
separation — And  I  should  suppose  that  if,  when  they  found  them- 
selves compitent  to  the  business  of  Self  Government,  they  properly  ap- 
plied to  our  Assembly,  no  good  objection  could  be  made  to  a  separa- 
tion— For  they  have,  8c  will  remain  for  a  long  time,  if  not  always,  more 
expence  than  profit  to  the  rest  of  the  country.4  Washington  County 
seems  to  be  stimulated  by  a  troublesome  person  who  for  self  aggran- 
disement appears  willg.  to  dismember  that  part  also,  8c  join  with  the 
Revolters  from  N.  Carolina.  This  last  seems  to  merit  the  wise  8c  firm  at- 
tention of  Government  &  the  Legislature.5  We  have,  after  much  de- 
bate indeed,  &  great  waste  of  time,  at  last  pass'd  an  Ordinance  for  dis- 
posing of  such  part  of  the  Lands  N.  W  of  the  Ohio  as  belongs  to  the 
U.  S.  8c  have  been  purchased  of  the  Indians.  If  this  proves  agreeable  to 
the  public,  it  will  extinguish  about  10  Millions  of  the  pub  debt.  And 
the  remaining  lands,  going  southward  to  the  Mississippi,  will  nearly 
discharge  all  the  domestic  debt — Besides  the  probable  prospect  that 
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we  have  of  considerable  cessions  from  N  &  S.  Carolina  &  Georgia. 
This  Source  does  indeed  deserve  our  warmest  cultivation  as  it  seems 
to  be  almost  the  only  one  that  we  have  for  discharging  our  oppressive 
debt.  Dr.  Franklin  has  leave  to  retire,  Mr.  Jefferson  remains  in 
France — And  Mr.  J.  Adams  is  sent  to  London.  If  the  Court  of  this  last 
country  is  sincere,  we  may  expect  an  amicable  &  easy  settlement  of  ex- 
isting differences  between  us.  The  Minister  (Mr.  Pitt)  does  appear  will- 
ing to  be  liberal  in  Commercial  regulations,  but  the  avaricious  spirit 
of  Commerce  that  is  so  great  every  where,  but  which  in  England  has 
ever  been  excessive,  opposes  his  views — And  so  we  find  it  is  in  France, 
for  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette  writes  that  the  advantages  already 
granted  us  are  most  violently  exclaimed  against  by  the  Trading  people 
of  the  Kingdom.6  Mr  Gardoque  (who  calls  himself  Plenepotentiary 
Charged  with  Affairs  is  arrived  at  Phila.  and  we  expect  him  soon 
here7 — So  that  we  shall  quickly  know  whether  he  can  or  will  do  any 
thing  conclusive  concerning  the  Navigation  of  Mississippi.  He  reports 
a  great  scarcity  of  provisions  at  the  Havannah,  but  yet  we  dont  hear  of 
the  ports  of  that  Island  being  opened  to  us  for  supply.  It  is  reported 
that  the  frigate  which  brought  him  is  taking  in  flower.  The  American 
enterprise  has  been  well  markt  by  a  short  and  successful  Voyage  made 
from  hence  to  Canton  in  China.  The  Chinese  were  kind  to  our  people 
and  glad  to  see  a  new  Source  of  Commerce  opened  to  them  from  a 
New  People,  as  they  called  us.  The  Europeans  there  were  civil  but  aston- 
ished at  the  rapidity  of  our  movements,  especially  the  English.  I  fear 
that  our  Countrymen  will  overdo  this  business — For  now  there  ap- 
pears every  where  a  Rage  for  East  India  Voyages.  So  that  the  variety  of 
means  may  defeat  the  Attainment  of  the  concurrent  end — A  regu- 
lated &  useful  commerce  with  that  part  of  the  World.  It  seems  very 
questionable  now  whether  Congress  will  adjourn  or  not  this  Year — if 
they  do,  it  will  not  be  until  late  in  August.  Inattention,  Sickness,  and  a 
variety  of  causes  occasion  business  to  go  on  very  slowly.  1 8 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  Not  found. 

2  For  the  Virginia  assembly's  willingness  to  tolerate  a  delay  each  fall  in  the  attendance 
of  its  congressional  delegates,  see  Lee  to  Madison,  November  26,  1784,  note  2. 

3  For  developments  on  the  establishment  of,  and  solicitation  of  subscriptions  for,  the 
James  River  and  Potomac  River  companies,  enterprises  in  which  George  Washington 
was  heavily  involved,  see  Washington,  Papers  (Abbot),  Confederation  Series,  2:88-96, 
165-68,  235-46,  261-65,  360-66,  379-82,  447-48,  547-48,  562-67. 

4  See  William  Grayson  to  Madison,  August  21,  note  5. 

"'  For  the  steps  taken  by  Virginia  in  the  fall  to  counter  the  proposals  of  Arthur  Camp 
bell  and  other  separatists  along  its  frontiers,  see  Samuel  Hardy  to  Patrick  Henry,  Jan- 
uary 17,  note  1.  See  also  Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  to  Richard  Caswell,  June  5,  note  1. 

6  For  Lee's  response  to  Lafayette's  intelligence  and  observations  on  the  prospects  for 
Franco-American  trade,  see  Lee  to  Lafayette,  June  11,  1785. 

7  See  Lee  to  John  Adams,  May  28,  note  2. 
K  Remainder  of  manuscript  missing. 
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Richard  Henry  Lee  to  John  Adams 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  May  3 1  st.  1 785 

On  the  28th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  pay  my  respects  to  you  in  a 
letter  of  that  date  to  wch.  I  beg  leave  to  refer.  The  design  of  this  letter 
is  to  introduce  to  your  acquaintance,  and  friendly  offices,  Captain 
Christopher  Miller  the  Bearer,  who  was  this  day  introduced  to  me  by 
Governor  Clinton  of  this  State,  who  assures  me  that  in  the  late  war  the 
Captain  proved  himself  to  be  a  firm  and  useful  friend  to  the  cause  of 
America — And  the  Governor  added,  that  he  would  be  answerable  for 
Captain  Millers  worth  and  integrity.  The  Captain  has  in  contempla- 
tion, a  plan,  concerning  which  he  will  talk  with  you,  and  which  he 
thinks  will  be  productive  both  of  private  &  public  good;  and  if  you  can 
find  it  convenient  to  aid  his  views,  I  doubt  not  but  that  you  will  assist  a 
worthy  friend  to  this  country.1  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most 
perfect  esteem  8c  regard  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  &  very  humble 
servant.  Richard  Henry  Lee 

RC  (MHi:  Adams  Family  Papers). 

1  Capt.  Christopher  Miller's  June  1  memorial  to  Congress — explaining  that  he  was 
sailing  for  London  to  take  command  of  a  New  York-built  ship  "Called  the  Governor 
Clinton"  and  requesting  that  he  be  granted  letters  of  credence  "As  a  Protection  upon 
his  lawfull  Enterprize  As  the  Said  Ship  belongs  to  Subjects  of  the  United  States" — was 
referred  that  day  to  John  Laurance,  David  Howell  and  Rufus  King  who  reported  June  2. 
The  committee  recommended  that  a  "sea  letter"  be  granted  for  the  Governor  Clinton  in 
the  same  form  as  that  drawn  up  in  January  1784  for  Capt.  John  Green,  master  of  the 
Empress  of  China  since  Miller  was  "bound  on  a  voyage,  in  the  course  of  which  a  Sea  letter 
may  be  useful."  See  JCC,  26:58-59,  28:416;  and  PCC,  item  41,  6:405-6,  item  190,  fol.  43. 
See  also  Charles  Thomson  to  Samuel  Elbert,  June  2,  note  2. 


Charles  Thomson  to  William  Malcom, 
John  Dyer  Mercier,  and  Isaac  Roosevelt 

Sir,  Office  of  Seer y  of  Congress,  May  31.  1785 

The  Contractors  for  the  Supply  of  the  Moving  Army  for  1782 '  hav- 
ing by  a  Memorial  stated  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  late  Superinten- 
dant  of  finance  and  that  they  have  been  aggrieved  by  that  failure,  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have  been  pleased  to  pass  the 
Resolution  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy.2 
I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedt  &  Most  humble  Servt. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "J.D.  Mercier,  esq.,  William  Malcom,  esqr,  Isaa< 
Roosevelt  esqr." 

1  That  is,  "Tench  Francis,  Comfort  Sands,  and  others,"  whose  February  20,  1785, 
memorial  had  been  referred  on  February  28  to  a  congressional  committee  which  had 
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reported  on  April  5.  The  committee  had  been  renewed  on  April  29,  and  submitted  a  re- 
port on  May  13  that  was  adopted  on  the  27th  authorizing  Malcom,  Mercier,  and  Roo- 
sevelt to  determine  what  damages  the  memorialists  were  due  because  of  the  inability  of 
the  superintendent  of  finance  to  make  stipulated  payments  on  contracts  they  had  en- 
tered into  for  supplying  the  Continental  Army  in  1782.  A  second  memorial  from  the 
contractors  of  June  13,  concerning  rations  contracts  for  the  garrison  at  West  Point,  was 
also  submitted  to  the  three  commissioners  on  June  27.  See  ICC,  28:109,  233-34,  321n, 
360,  397,  456-59,  481-83;  and  Thomson  to  Malcom,  Mercier,  and  Roosevelt,  June  28, 
1785.  For  the  contractors'  memorials  to  Congress  and  original  dealings  with  the  super- 
intendent of  finance,  see  PCC,  item  137,  1:881-84,  3:819-24;  and  Morris,  Papers  (Fergu- 
son), 4:75-78,  7:67-71,  707,  722.  For  the  commissioners'  recommendation  that  two  ad- 
ditional commissioners  be  appointed  to  assist  in  determining  the  award  due  to  the 
contractors  and  the  protracted  efforts  made  to  reach  a  settlement,  see  also  JCC, 
29:630n,  860,  870;  and  Thomson  to  William  C.  Houston,  December  5,  1785,  and  to  El- 
bridge  Gerry,  August  2,  1 786. 

'-  See  JCC,  28:397.  Thomson  also  sent  a  copy  of  this  resolve  this  day  to  "Comfort  Sands 
&  Co."  under  cover  of  the  following  brief  letter.  "I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on 
Your  memorial  stating  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  late  Superintendent  of  Finance,  the 
United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  have  been  pleased  to  pass  the  enclosed  Resolution 
a  Copy  of  which  I  have  transmitted  to  the  Gentlemen  therein  named."  PCC,  item  18A, 
fol.  89. 


Charles  Thomson  to  the  States 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Cong.  May  31  [1785] 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Exy  two  Acts  of  the  US  in 
Cfongress]  ass[emble]d,  one  passed  the  3  Novr  1783  direct[in]g  the 
paymaster  genl  to  deposit  in  the  hands  of  regimental  agents  the  certifi- 
cates for  the  arrears  of  pay  due  to  the  officers  &  soldiers  of  the  respec- 
tive lines  of  the  late  Army  to  be  by  them  delivered  to  the  individuals  or 
deposited  for  their  benefit  as  the  supreme  executive  of  their  respective 
states  shall  direct.1  The  other  passed  the  27  of  the  present  Month  re- 
questing the  legislature  of  the  respective  States  to  cause  the  services  of 
the  sd  Agents  to  be  examined  &  to  make  them  such  allowance  as  they 
shall  think  them  entitled  to.2  Your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  lay 
these  before  the  legislature  of  your  state  and  communicate  to  me  their 
determination,  that  I  may  report  the  same  to  Congress. 

With  great  Respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency's  Most 
Obedt  &  Most  humble  Servt3 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "To  his  Excellency  of  each  of  the  States." 

i  See  JCC,  25:800-801. 

ZJCC,  28:399. 

3  At  the  foot  of  this  letter  Thomson  wrote:  "In  the  letter  to  So  Carolina  add:  I  have 
also  the  pleasure  of  enclosing  you  an  Act  of  the  26  [JCC,  28:395-96]  for  supplying  you 
with  12  p[ieces]  of  Ordinance  a  copy  of  which  I  have  sent  to  the  Secy  at  War."  And  he 
continued:  "Begin  the  letter  to  Massachusetts  thus.  Sir,  I  have  received  the  letter  which 
your  Excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  20  in  answer  to  me  of  the  18  &  28  of 
March  &  the  15  of  April  last." 


June  1, 1785  421 

Robert  R.  Livingston  to  the 
Chevalier  de  La  Luzerne 


Dear  Sir  ClerMount  1st  June  1785 

I  am  now  to  express  my  obligations  to  you  for  your  favors  of  Feby  8c 
March  Last.  I  delayed  answering  them  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  give 
you  some  information  relative  to  our  monied  arrangements  a  subject 
which  has  been  under  consideration  in  Congress  for  many  months 
without  any  thing  effectual  having  been  yet  concluded.  The  fact  is 
that  they  have  but  few  resourses  independent  of  the  will  of  the  sepa- 
rate State  [s]  &  as  these  can  seldom  agree  in  measures  to  which  they 
are  not  compelled  by  necessity  scarse  any  thing  that  can  be  recom- 
mended will  be  adopted  till  some  present  or  approaching  calamity 
evinces  their  feelings.  The  imposts  laid  by  particular  states  have  been 
extreamly  productive,  had  the  general  system  been  established  it 
would  have  rendered  it  easy  to  fund  our  debt  which  is  all  that  ought  to 
be  wished  in  our  present  situation.  I  have  reason  to  think  that  had  it 
not  been  for  the  mistaken  policy  of  New  York,  which  rejected  them, 
the  recommendations  of  Congress  on  this  subject  would  have  been 
complied  with  in  a  few  months  even  by  Rhode  Island.  I  am  not  with- 
out hope  many  of  the  members  of  the  late  legislature  having  been 
since  changed  8c  the  general  sense  of  the  people  being  for  vesting  the 
duties  in  Congress  that  the  next  session  will  produce  an  alteration  in 
their  measures.  In  the  meanwhile  Congress  have  been  using  means  to 
lessen  their  debt  by  opening  their  Land  office  for  paper  at  one  dollar 
an  acre.  What  the  effect  of  this  will  be  I  cannot  say  tho'  I  must  own 
that  I  am  much  less  sanguine  as  to  the  sums  it  will  instantly  absorb 
than  many  others — but  I  have  no  doubt  that  with  proper  management 
it  may  be  rendered  a  certain  8c  effectual  sinking  fund.  I  thank  you  for 
your  congratulations  on  my  resuming  a  seat  in  Congress.  This  I  was 
only  led  to  do  with  a  view  to  the  controversy  that  is  now  on  foot  be- 
tween us  8c  Massachusets  which  is  of  the  last  importance  to  our  State 
as  their  claim  includes  by  much  the  greater  part  of  it  &  with  the  then 
distant  hope  of  Rendering  New  York  the  place  of  residence  for  Con- 
gress. The  last  has  been  happily  effected  as  you  have  heard  &  the  first 
is  in  a  fair  way  of  being  brought  to  a  conclusion  by  the  appointment  of 
a  court  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  claim.  To  the  variety  of 
other  interesting  objects  that  have  taken  up  the  time  of  Congress  I 
have  been  able  to  give  very  little  attention,  the  business  of  my  office l 
leaving  me  no  leisure  for  any  other.  I  am  very  sorrey  to  learn  from  yr 
Letters  the  indisposition  of  Mr.  Jefferson  since  slid,  he  resign  I  am 
persuaded  that  it  would  be  long  before  we  should  agree  in  the  choice 
of  a  person  equally  qualified  for  this  Station  he  holds.  Nothing  can  be 
more  flattering  than  what  you  say  to  me  upon  that  subject  since  it  be- 
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trays  a  partiality  that  I  consider  as  the  strong  proof  of  friendship  but  I 
have  little  thoughts  of  going  abroad  in  any  character.  I  have  already 
been  nominated  for  Spain  &  at  my  particular  request  withdrawn.  I  was 
against  my  consent  opposed  to  Mr.  Adams  &  Mr.  Rudledge  for  Eng- 
land. Happily  Mr.  Adams's  interest  prevailed  8c  saved  me  the  pain  of 
refusing  an  honor  which  I  knew  to  be  above  my  [merit?].  I  have  since 
had  the  offer  from  almost  all  the  states  in  Congress  to  replace  him  at 
the  Hague  which  I  have  peremptorily  refused  tho  I  might  I  believe 
have  been  unanimously  appointed.  The  contest  now  lays  between 
Govr.  Livingston  &  Mr.  Rutledge.  The  first  of  these  I  am  confident  will 
not  accept  should  he  be  elected.  I  mention  these  circumstances  to 
give  you  some  Idea  of  our  present  politics  8c  to  justify  your  partiality 
(which  stands  in  need  of  some  appology)  by  the  example  of  others. 
But  more  particularly  to  give  you  a  favourable  Idea  of  this  country  by 
shewing  how  hard  it  is  to  find  men  who  are  willing  to  quit  it — tho'  a 
foreign  war  might  save  our  commerce.  I  rejoice  for  the  sake  of  hu- 
manity that  the  Emperor  is  like  to  recede  from  his  demands  tho  the 
interest  I  take  in  his  character  makes  me  lament  that  he  should  a  sec- 
ond time  have  entered  easily  into  measures  which  he  wanted  force  or 
firmness  to  support  &  tho'  it  might  not  be  very  courtly  it  could  at  least 
be  friendly  to  repeat  to  him  a  line  from  Shakspear — 

Beware  the  entrance  of  a  quarrel,  but  when  your  in 
Then  bear  it  bravely  that  men  may  fear  thee2 

The  pleasure  I  take  in  writing  to  you  makes  me  careless  of  intruding 
upon  your  patience  but  once  I  have  intered  upon  a  new  page  I  will  get 
to  the  bottom  of  it  by  telling  you  of  what  I  am  sure  will  give  you  plea- 
sure as  it  adds  to  our  national  importance.  That  the  general  sence  of 
the  States  runs  violently  for  giving  to  Congress  an  unlimmited  right  to 
restrict  trade  &  turn  it  into  what  channel  they  think  proper.  Most  of 
them  have  already  passed  laws  for  that  purpose  8c  on  the  first  meeting 
of  the  respective  Legislatures  it  is  expected  that  all  will  do  it.  I  hope 
that  such  use  will  be  made  of  this  power  as  to  render  our  commerce  as 
serviceble  to  our  friends  as  it  has  hitherto  been  to  our  enemies. 

Mrs.  Livingstons  8c  my  Mothers  family  conceive  themselves  much 
honoured  by  your  polite  remembrance  8c  desire  me  to  return  you 
with  their  comps.  their  sincerest  wishes  for  your  happiness — how 
much  my  own  correspond  with  theirs  upon  this  occasion  you  are  too 
well  assured  of  my  inviolable  attachment  to  need  being  told.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be  Sir,  &c. 

FC  (NHi:  Livingston  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Robert  R.  Livingston. 

1  That  is,  of  the  Chancery  Court  of  New  York. 

-  Cf.  Polonius'  advice  to  Laertes  at  Hamlet,  1.3.65-67:  "Beware  of  entrance  to  a  quar- 
rel, but  being  in,  Bear't  that  the  opposed  may  beware  of  thee." 
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Charles  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book 

[June  1-30,  1785] 
June  1st.  Transmitted  to  the  Different  States  from  Newhampshire  to 
Georgia  inclusive  2  Acts  of  Congress,  one  passed  November  3d, 
1783 — the  other  27th  May  1785  with  the  Secretary's  Letter  of  the  31st 
May  1785  accompanying  the  same.1 

Transmitted  to  Mr.  Pinckney  a  Copy  of  a  resolution  respecting 
Iron  ordnance  at  the  head  of  Elk  to  be  transported  to  South  Carolina 
at  the  risque  and  expence  of  said  State.2 

2d  Transmitted  to  Mr.  Beatty  a  Copy  of  a  resolution  respecting 
the  settlement  of  his  Accounts.3 

3d  Transmitted  to  P.  Laundies  a  resolve  of  Congress  passed  the 
2d  instant.4 

Transmitted  to  Fowler  a  resolve  of  Congress  giving 

him  an  hundred  dollars  for  encouragment  to  instruct  the  Indian 
Youths  that  are  under  his  care.3 

Transmitted  to  Mr.  Smith  a  Copy  of  the  Treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix.6 
20th.  Transmitted  to  Mr  Absolam  Martin  an  Ordinance  of  the  20th 
May  ascertaining  the  mode  of  disposing  of  Lands  in  the  Western  Terri- 
tory with  the  Secretary's  Letter  specifying  his  appointment  as  Surveyor.7 

Transmitted  the  same  as  above  to  Mr.  Robert  Johnson  Sur- 
veyor for  the  State  of  Georgia. 

21st.  Transmitted  to  Mr.  Monroe  a  Copy  of  a  resolution  passed  15th 
instant  respecting  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  negotiate  with  the 
Western  Indians.8 

Transmitted  to  the  Honorable  Thomas  Johnson  one  of  the 
judges  of  a  federal  Court  for  hearing  and  determin'g  a  Controversy 
between  the  states  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  notifying  him  that 
the  Honorable  John  Rutledge,  Robert  Hanson  Harrison  and  William 
Grayson  has  declined  accepting  their  appointment  that  three  other 
Gentlemen  by  joint  consent  of  the  agents  of  the  respective  States  is  ap- 
pointed, that  as  soon  as  the  acceptance  of  those  gentlemen  are  known 
a  Commission  will  be  made  out  in  due  form — and  that  the  Court  is  to 
meet  at  Williamsburgh  the  third  Tuesday  in  November  next.9 

Transmitted  to  the  Honorable  George  Wythe  the  same  as 
above 

Ditto  the  Honorable  George  Reed  Ditto 

Ditto         Ditto  Isaac  Smith  Ditto 

Ditto         Ditto  William  Patterson  Ditto 

Ditto  Ditto  James  Monroe  Ditto 

22d.  Transmitted  to  the  Board  of  Treasury  a  Letter  from  Geo.  Mor- 
gan of  the  20th  May  1785  and  the  following  papers  and  accounts  Viz.10 

Eliza  Hallets  accot  for  Nursing  Jon  Kilbuck's  wife  dated 
March  30th  1785. 
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John  Howells  accot.  for  Taylors  work  for  (no.  Kilbucks  and  G. 
White  eyes  December  17<S4. 

Josiah  Harnetts  Accot.  for  work  for  John  Kilbnck  March  80th 
1785. 

Isaac  Andersons  Recett.  for  a  Coffin  for  John  Kilbucks  child. 

John  Runnions  Ditto  for  diging  a  grave. 

James  Davisons  Ditto  for  £7.8.9— March  31st,  1785. 

John  Kilbucks  and  George  White  eyes  Recett.  for  £73.1 3. 5K> 
December  31st  1784. 

Account  dated  Januy.  14th  to  31st  March  1785  £51.15.3!^. 
23d.  Transmitted  to  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the 
Northern  and  middle  Department  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  John  Kil- 
buck  dated  Princeton  June  18th,  1785. n 

30th.  Delivered  to  the  paymaster  general  General  Howes  Letter  of 
the  — April  1785.^ 

MS  (DNA:  PCC,  item  181).  In  the  hand  of  John  Fisher.  A  continuation  of  Thomson's 
Memorandum  Book,  May  4-30,  1785. 

I  See  Thomson  to  the  States,  May  31. 
*  See  JCC,  28:395-96. 

y<X,  28:396,  405-6. 

■*  For  this  order  concerning  Pierre  Landais'  accounts,  see  JCC,  28:417-18. 

5  JCC,  28:374,  399-400,  417. 

fi 'ibid.,  pp.  423-24. 

7  See  JCC,  28:466;  and  Thomson  to  the  Continental  Surveyors,  May  28,  and  to  John 
Brown,  June  20,  note  2. 

*JCC,  28:459-62. 

"Ibid.,  pp.  440-41. 

111  None  of  these  documents  has  survived,  but  see  JCC,  28:391n,  410-11,  467-68;  and 
the  following  note. 

II  See  Thomson  to  the  Indian  Commissioners,  June  21,  1785,  note  3. 

'-  Fisher  apparently  confused  the  date  of  Gen.  Robert  Howe's  March  10  letter  with 
the  April  12  congressional  resolution  adopted  in  response  to  it,  for  which  see  JCC, 
28:166n,  237,  247;  and  PCC,  item  160,  fols.  531-37. 


William  Samuel  Johnson  to  Richard  Jackson 

Dr.  Sr.i  New  York  June  2d  1785. 

Yr.  Favr.  of  the  30th  of  Novr.  last  after  a  long  Circuit  found  me  in 
this  City  where  I  have  been  detain 'd  some  time  in  Attend  [anc]e  on 
Congress.  There  is  a  Ship  sailing  immediately  for  London,  that  I 
might  not  miss  this  conveyance  I  have  been  employd  since  I  rec'd 
them  in  getting  Papers  you  enclosed  me  compleated.  I  have  now  very 
little  time  left  to  thank  you  as  I  do  very  sincerely  for  the  very  particu- 
lar  attention  you  have  paid  to  Brown's  affair  &  to  assure  you  I  had  no 
Idea  of  giving  you  so  much  trouble  when  I  mention'd  it  to  you.  As  I 
had  no  answer  from  you  upon  the  subject,  I  sometime  ago  gave  Mr. 
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John  Watt  Jr.  of  this  City'  Esqr,  who  I  hope  is  before  this  safely  arrived 
in  London,  a  Power  of  attey.  8c  Committed  to  him  the  origal.  Recept 
for  the  Money  at  the  same  time  acquainting  him  [I]  had  written  to 
yon  upon  the  subject  8c  desiring  him  to  wait  upon  you  for  information 
relative  to  it.  What  I  had  done  however  it  seems  wofuld]  not  have 
been  sufficient,  1  am  therefore  under  the  highest  Obligatn.  to  you  for 
having  taken  up  the  matter  in  so  effectual  a  manner.  Give  me  leave  to 
mention  [.  .  .]  the  Recet  in  Mr.  Watts's  hands  was  signed  I  believe  by 
Jas  Brown  for  Father,  self  8c  Brother.  As  I  see  the  Name  of  the  Co. 
ment'd  with  [.  .  .]  is  different  it  will  depend  upon  the  Ct.  whether  they 
are  liable  for  this  debt,  8c  on  the  other  hand  whether  he  is  not  in- 
cluded in  the  Bankruptacy  8c  has  property.  The  signer  [.  .  .]  not  per- 
sonally liable  for  the  debt.  This  must  depend  upon  circumstances  I 
am  not  [. . .]  with,  but  which  you  are  probably  fully  poss'd  of  &  will  no 
doubt  [.  . .]  to,  on  the  one  hand.  Mr.  Christr.  Miller  who  is  a  Witness 
to  the  Power  of  A[tty]  is  the  bearer  of  the  Papers  &  can  farther  Au- 
thenticate them  if  there  shod  [be]  occasion.  So  far  from  there  being 
any  difficulty  abt.  figuring  stamp  Ta[xes]  that  I  must  acquaint  you  that 
both  Connt.  &  Massts.  may  have  adopted  partial  Stamp  acts  for  the 
purpose  of  their  own  Revenue.  There  is  no  occassion  of  Troubling 
Govt.  Trumbull  with  any  Letters  you  shall  do  me  the  Honr.  to  write 
me.  If  they  are  directed  to  me  at  Stratford  in  Connectt.  8c  sent  by 
Packett  or  any  Ship  to  N  York  they  will  no  doubt  come  safe  as  before 
the  War.  It  was  not  long  before  I  wrote  you  that  I  first  heard  of  the  fail- 
ure of  those  [othjers.  And  as  it  had  been  long  neglected  &  I  confide 
the  whole  to  yr.  hands  8c  [.  .  .]  am  assur'd  that  all  will  be  done  that  can 
be.  Mr.  W.  while  he  continues  in  L.  will  I  doubt  not  be  ready  to  do  any- 
thing concerning  it  which  may  save  you  trouble  pursuant  to  yr.  direc- 
tions. I  must  defer  other  particulars  to  another  opportunity  or  [....]  I 
have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  most  perfect  Esteem  8c  respect,  Dr.  Sr. 
yr.  most  obedt.  8c  most  obliged  humble  Servt. 

FC  (CtHi:  Johnson  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  William  Samuel  Johnson. 

1  Richard  Jackson  (d.  1787),  a  London  barrister,  had  been  colonial  agent  for  Con- 
necticut, 1760-71,  for  Pennsylvania,  1763-70,  and  for  Massachusetts,  1765-67,  and  a 
member  of  parliament,  1762-84.  DNB.  Johnson  had  been  acquainted  with  Jackson 
since  his  special  mission  to  London,  1767-71,  to  assist  Jackson  in  defending  Connecti- 
cut against  the  claims  of  the  Mason  family  to  an  enormous  trad  of  the  colony's  lands 


James  Monroe  to  John  Jay 

Sir  June  2.  1785. 

The  enclos'd  letter3  will  inform  yon  that  one,  and  perhaps  more  of 

our  citizens  are,  still  held  in  captivity  in  different  quarters  of  the  globe 

by  the  commandants  of  vessels  &:  others  without  the  authority  of  the 
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King  or  ministers  of  G.B.  Will  it  be  necessary  to  give  an  instruction  to 
the  minister  of  the  U.S.  at  London  upon  this  head  similar  to  the  one 
enclos'd,  or  may  it  not  be  effected  without  any  act  of  Congress  by  your 
communication  only?  if  the  former  shod,  be  your  opinion  had  it  bet- 
ter originate  with  Congress  than  yourself?  I  shod,  suppose  that  you 
might  effect  it  &  induce  the  application  of  Mr.  Adams  under  the  treaty 
without  any  act  of  Congress.  I  submit  it  however  to  you  &  shod,  be 
glad  of  your  opinion  as  soon  as  convenient. 

I  am  very  respectfully  yr.  most  obt.  servant,         Jas.  Monroe 

RC(DNA:PCC,  item78). 

1  This  April  19  letter  from  John  Carter  of  Providence  to  Rhode  Island  delegate  David 
Howell  concerned  the  case  of  Richard  Low  who  had  been  captured  aboard  an  armed 
American  merchant  vessel  in  1776  impressed  into  the  service  of  the  British  frigate  Niger, 
and  later  transferred  to  the  74-gun  Defence  before  sailing  for  the  East  Indies.  In  a  letter 
from  Bombay  in  1784  Low  had  appealed  for  his  release  when  the  vessel  returned  to 
England  the  following  spring.  Jay  responded  immediately  to  Monroe's  letter,  counseling 
him  to  present  the  letter  to  Congress  for  submission  to  his  office  for  report  which  was 
done  on  June  6.  On  the  9th  Congress  ordered  Jay  to  transmit  a  copy  of  Carter's  letter  to 
John  Adams,  minister  to  Great  Britain,  and  instruct  him  to  demand  of  the  British  for- 
eign minister  "that  Orders  be  immediately  given  for  the  Release  and  Discharge  of  all 
such  American  Soldiers,  Seamen  and  Citizens  as  having  been  captured  during  the  late 
War  may  yet  be  detained  in  his  britannic  Majesty's  Prisons,  Garrisons,  Armies  or  Ships." 
Although  Jay  did  not  transmit  Adams'  instructions  and  Carter's  letter  until  August  3, 
Adams  pursued  the  matter  with  the  marquess  of  Carmarthen  throughout  the  fall  and 
was  finally  assured  by  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  in  December  that  Low  had  probably 
been  discharged  as  a  matter  of  course  upon  the  ship's  return.  See  JCC,  28:432n;  PCC, 
item  78,  6:283-86,  item  84,  5:673-87,  6:13-25,  item  120,  1:293,  item  190,  fol.  44;  and 
Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-89,  2:418-19. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Samuel  Elbert 

Sir  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  June  2.  1785 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  in  consequence  of 
a  petition  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  praying  that 
a  federal  court  may  be  appointed  conformably  to  the  articles  of  Con- 
federation and  perpetual  Union  to  decide  a  dispute  Concerning 
boundaries  between  the  said  state  and  the  state  of  Georgia,  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have  assigned  the  second  Mon- 
day in  May  next  for  the  appearance  of  the  parties  by  their  lawful 
agents,  to  proceed  in  the  premises  as  by  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
8c  perpetual  Union  is  directed,  and  have  ordered  me  to  give  notice 
thereof  and  of  the  petition  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  South  Car- 
olina to  the  legislative  Authority  of  the  State  of  Georgia.1 

In  obedience  to  this  Order  I  enclose  a  notification  in  due  form,  and 
request  that  your  Exy  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  it  to  the  legisla- 
tive authority,  and  favour  me  with  an  answer  as  soon  as  convenient. 
With  great  Respect,  I  have2 
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LB  (DNA:  PCC.  item  18A).  Addressed:  "To  his  Excellency  the  Govr.  of  Georgia. "  An  al- 
most identical  letter  was  also  sent  to  Gov.  William  Moultrie  of  South  Carolina  this  date. 
Ibid.,  fol.  90. 

1  In  order  to  resolve  a  longstanding  boundary  dispute  with  Georgia  over  lands  lying 
between  the  Tugaloo  and  Keowee  rivers,  the  South  Carolina  Assembly  on  March  24, 
1785,  resolved  to  petition  Congress  to  appoint  a  federal  court  "in  pursuance  of  the 
ninth  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation."  The  petition  was  referred  on  May  13  to  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  Rufus  King,  William  Ellery.John  Henry,  John  Laurance,  and  James 
Monroe,  which  submitted  a  report  on  the  17th  that  was  adopted  on  June  1.  For  the  peti- 
tion and  Congress'  response  to  it,  plus  the  form  of  "notification"  Thomson  enclosed 
with  this  letter,  see  PCC,  item  72,  fols.  575-78;  and/CC,  28:361n,  365n,  408-10. 

For  the  history  of  this  dispute,  which  was  eventually  decided  amicably  in  April  1787 
without  resort  to  the  federal  court  envisioned  in  the  process  set  in  motion  with  the  en- 
closed resolution,  see  Kenneth  Coleman,  The  American  Revolution  in  Georgia,  1763-1789 
(Athens,  Ga.:  University  of  Georgia  Press,  1958),  pp.  257-60. 

2  At  the  foot  of  this  letter  Thomson  wrote:  "NB.  June  2,  1785.  Sealed  &  delivered  a 
Sea  letter  for  the  Ship  'Governor  Clinton,'  Christopher  Miller,  Master,  pursuant  to  an 
Order  of  this  day,"  for  which  see  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  John  Adams,  May  31,  note. 


Charles  Thomson  to  George  Clinton 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  June  3.  1785 

I  have  received  the  letter  which  your  Excellency  did  me  the  honor 

to  write  on  the  29  May.1 

I  now  beg  leave  to  enclose  an  Act  of  Congress,  relative  to  Messrs. 

Rutgers,  Lush  and  Lansing,  late  deputy  muster  master  in  the  army  of 

the  United  States.2 
With  the  greatest  Respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Yr  Excellency's 

Most  Obedt  8c  Most  humble  Servt. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  Clinton's  letter  is  in  PCC,  item  67,  2:493-96.  In  it  he  explained  that  New  York  had 
already  begun  recruiting  in  response  to  Congress'  April  1,  7,  and  12  resolutions  for  rais- 
ing troops  to  protect  the  northwestern  frontiers,  for  which  see  Thomson  to  Certain 
States,  April  12,  note  1. 

-  For  this  June  2  resolve  calling  upon  New  York  to  adopt  measures  for  settling  the  ar- 
rears of  pay  due  Henry  Rutgers,  Richard  Lush,  and  Jacob  Lansing,  see  JCC,  28:91n,  416. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Pierre  Landais 

Sir,  [June  3,  1785]  i 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled, 

have  taken  into  Consideration  your  Memorial  &  have  passed  An  Act 

of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy.2 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  Most  obedient  &  Most  humble  Serv. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  For  this  date,  see  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book,  June  1-30,  note  4. 
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-  For  Landais'  memorial  and  the  enclosed  June  2  resolution  for  settling  his  claims  for 
compensation  and  prize  shares  during  the  period  he  commanded  the  Continental 
frigate  Alliance,  see  PCC  item  41,5:361-76;  and JCC,  28:55n,  276-77,  417-18. 


Charles  Thomson  to  David  Oliphant 

Sir,  [June  3,  1785]  i 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  an  Act  of  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  in  favour  of  the  Officers  of  the  hospital  Department 
in  the  Southern  Army  Who  after  the  surrender  of  Char[le]ston  to  the 
British,  were  detained  in  that  city  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  sick 
and  wounded  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.2 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  Sir,  Yr  most  Obedt  &  Most  humble  Serv 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  ISA).  Addressed:  "To  Doctr.  David  Oliphant." 

1  This  undated  letter  was  copied  into  Thomson's  letterbook  between  the  two  preced- 

ingjune  3  entries. 

-  For  the  enclosed  June  2  resolve,  adopted  in  response  to  returns  submitted  by 

Oliphant  in  his  previous  capacity  as  "deputy  director  of  the  Southern  hospitals,"  see 

JCC,  28:417. 


William  Grayson  to  Unknown 

Dr.  Sir.  New  York  June  4th.  1 785. 

Your  letter  of  May  20th  has  duly  come  to  hand,  but  previous  to  this, 
Major  Parker  was  appointed,  on  a  supposition  that  such  an  office 
would  interfere  with  Majr.  Anderson's  appointment  under  the  State  of 
Virginia; l  there  is  a  doubt  subsisting  in  Congress  about  the  right  of 
surveying,  and  I  presume  that  the  nomination  of  Anderson  might 
have  giv'n  some  uneasiness;  With  respect  to  Ludeman,  I  will  whenever 
he  applies  do  every  thing  in  my  power  in  his  behalf.  A  few  weeks  since 
we  made  recommendation  to  the  States  to  raise  700  Men,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  the  frontiers  8c  of  preventing  unwarrantable  intru- 
sions on  the  lands  of  the  Continent:  some  gentlemen  are  of  opinion 
though  the  number  of  troops  are  small,  that  they  ought  to  be  com- 
manded by  an  Officer  of  rank.  I  should  therefore  be  glad  to  know  (if 
this  opinion  should  gain  proselites)  whether  you  would  accept  of  the 
command:  it  is  probable  the  number  of  troops,  may  be  increased,  es- 
pecially if  by  this  summer's  negotiation  we  can  get  possession  of  the 
Brittish  Posts.  Should  you  be  disposed  that  way,  let  me  know  without 
loss  of  time;  &  please  write  a  letter  also  to  Monroe,  on  the  subject;  I 
shall  be  very  happy  to  see  you  here  &  remain  with  great  sincerity,  Yr. 
Affect,  frd.  &  Most  Obed  Serv.  Willm.  Grayson. 
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RC  (Vi:  Anderson-Latham  Papers). 

1  Maj.  Alexander  Parker  had  just  been  elected  by  Congress  on  May  27  as  surveyor  for 
Virginia  under  the  new  land  ordinance.  Col.  Richard  C.  Anderson  had  been  commis- 
sioned by  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia  as  "principal  surveyor,  on  behalf  of  the 
Continental  Line"  in  January  1784.  See  JCC,  28:398;  and  Journals  of  the  Council  of  State  of 
Virginia  |  1776-1791]',  5  vols.  (Richmond:  Virginia  State  Library,  1931-82),  3:322. 


Samuel  Holten  to  James  Warren 

Dear  Sir  New  York,  4th  June,  1 785. 

A  few  days  since,  I  had  the  honor  of  forwarding  a  letter  addressed 
to  you,  by  Mr.  Sullivan.  The  enclosed  was  brought  into  Congress  yes- 
terday from  the  post  office  here;  I  observed  it  was  not  sealed,  &  took 
charge  of  it  immediately,  8c  you  may  be  assured  it  has  not  been  un- 
folded since. 

Messrs.  Lowell,  Sullivan,  &  Parsons  are  still  with  us,  but  nothing 
more,  at  present,  1  conclude,  will  be  done,  respecting  our  fcederal 
court  than  filling  it  up,1  8c  concluding  upon  a  place  to  meet,  as  several 
of  the  gentlemen  that  were  first  appointed  did  not  accept. 

We  are  waiting  to  hear  who  is  appointed  Governor  of  Masstts.;  8c  by 
the  list  I  have  seen  of  the  honorable  court,  I  should  suppose  Mr.  Bow- 
doin  will  be  the  man. 

I  conclude  before  this  comes  to  hand,  you  will  have  seen  the  late  or- 
dinance, respecting  the  western  territory,  which  took  up  much  time  in 
Congress,  but  passed  unaniminously  at  last:  I  wish  that  the  persons 
that  are  so  sanguine  in  their  opinions,  that  the  sale  of  the  lands  will 
extinguish  so  great  a  part  of  our  national  debt  may  not  be  disap- 
pointed. I  remain,  with  perfect  consideration  8c  respect,  your  most 
obedient,  S.  Holten2 

RC  (MHi:  Warren  Papers). 

1  See  New  York  Agents  to  Massachusetts,  June  7. 

2  Holten  also  wrote  the  following  brief  letter  this  day  to  the  Rev.  Isaac  Story.  "I  have 
been  honor'd  with  your  polite  attention  of  the  9th  ultimo,  &  immediately  attended  to  the 
contents.  The  certificates  enclosed  will  inform  you  of  the  state  of  your  notes:  &  please  to 
be  assured  that  if  I  have  rendered  you  services  it  gives  me  pleasure,  8c  that  I  wish  to  be 
honored  with  your  commands,  whenever  you  think  proper."  Holten  Papers,  DLC. 


David  Jackson  to  George  Bryan 

Dear  Sir  New-York  June  4th  1785 

I  have  to  crave  your  pardon  for  not  answering  your  obliging  favor  of 

the  30th  April  Ult  before  this  time — my  apology  however  I  hope  will 

be  sufficient  to  account  to  you  for  the  delay;  for  some  weeks  after  your 
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favor  came  to  hand,  I  was  tormented  with  the  ague  8c  fever  in  such  a 
manner  every  other  day,  that  I  had  scarce  life  8c  spirits  left  to  attend  to 
any  thing  &  when  I  had  in  some  measure  recovered,  I  found  you  had 
set  out  on  the  Western  circuits,  so  that  I  waited  your  return  from 
thence.  I  will  now  promise  a  punctual  correspondence  8c  shall  thank 
you  very  kindly,  whenever  leisure  will  admit,  to  give  me  a  detail  of  the 
principal  political  8c  domestic  occurrences  that  happen  at  Philada. 
There  are  very  few  of  importance  which  escape  your  observation — to 
me  they  will  be  particularly  amusing  &  instructive  8c  I  will  promise  in 
return  a  detail  of  the  same  nature  from  hence. 

You  have  seen  the  Land  ordinance.1  It  was  but  little  in  the  house 
untill  it  was  ready  to  pass — it  does  not  please  me  fully — it  was  a  com- 
promise between  the  prejudice  of  education  (if  I  may  use  the  expres- 
sion) in  the  eastern  &  middle  states  with  respect  to  their  original 
mode  of  locating  their  lands — the  eastern  people  contending  for  the 
propriety  of  locating  by  townships,  8c  the  middle  8c  some  of  the  south- 
ern folks  being  in  favor  of  a  division  in  small  tracts,  so  as  to  suit  the 
circumstances  of  all  classes.  I  think  also  that  the  price  is  fixed  two 
high — we  attempted  on  the  day  of  passing  to  reduce  it  to  two  thirds  of 
a  dollar  per  acre,  but  it  was  carried  in  the  negative.  I  will  thank  you  for 
your  candid  opinion  on  this  ordinance.  You  have  heard  of  the  North 
Carolina  cession  of  western  territory  to  the  United  States  in  June 
1784 — they  gave  Congress  untill  the  first  of  June  1785  to  except  of  the 
cession;  but  previous  to  that  time  revoked  the  act  of  June  1784  &  for- 
bid their  delegates  in  Congress  to  execute  the  deed  of  Cession  agree- 
able to  that  act.  The  people  of  that  western  part  of  No  Carolina  which 
was  included  in  the  act  of  cession  have  since  declared  themselves  an 
independent  State  by  the  Name  of  Franklin  8c  plead  the  act  of  Cession 
as  aforesaid  for  so  doing  8c  have  sent  a  memorial  to  Congress  praying 
to  be  received  into  the  fcederal  union.2  This  naturally  brot  the  act  of 
cession  of  North  Carolina  on  the  floor,3  indeed  I  cannot  conceive  why 
it  had  not  been  accepted  before  the  act  revoking  made  its  appear- 
ance; it  was  contended  by  almost  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  law  that  the  act 
of  cession  was  still  good  (the  act  revoking  notwithstanding)  provided 
Congress  accepted  within  the  time  limited  in  said  act,  8c  tbat  the  exe- 
cution of  a  deed  in  form  by  the  delegates  of  that  State,  which  they 
then  refused  to  do,  was  not  necessary  to  vest  the  title  in  the  United 
States,  for  that  this  was  done  by  the  act  itself  fully  8c  completely.  It  was 
therefore  moved  that  Congress  now  accept  the  cession  as  aforesaid; 
this  was  overruled  on  the  score  of  policy,  that  as  Congress  had  delayed 
to  accept  the  Cession  untill  the  term  limiting  the  acceptance  was  on 
the  point  of  expiring  8c  that  as  it  had  not  been  taken  up  at  all,  untill  a 
memorial  had  made  its  appearance  in  Congress  from  a  part  of  that 
state  (stiled  by  some  in  rebellion)  praying  to  be  admitted  into  the  fed- 
eral union — that  taking  the  matter  up  at  this  late  hour  8c  as  things 
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now  stood  would  be  taking  rather  an  undue  advantage  of  No  Car- 
olina, rather  tending  to  favor  a  seperation  at  any  time  of  a  State  when- 
ever a  few  turbulent  people  were  so  disposed,  that  the  measure  would 
very  probably  irritate  the  State  to  so  great  a  degree  as  to  induce  them 
to  withdraw  from  the  union — that  it  was  best  for  the  present  to  use  le- 
nient measures;  that  in  all  probability  No  Carolina  would  in  a  very 
short  time,  again  make  the  desired  cession,  for  that  she  could  not  pos- 
sibly long  hold  those  people  beyond  the  mountains  subject  to  her  juris- 
diction. The  matter  then  ended  with  a  resolution  as  you  will  have  seen 
in  the  public  papers  recommending  to  No  Carolina  to  reconsider  this 
matter  8c  act  on  liberal  principles  &c.  No  Carolina  I  think  makes  but  a 
foolish  figure  in  this  business — she  made  a  sort  of  an  Indian  gift,  which 
she  had  scarce  parted  with  before  she  called  it  back  into  her  posses- 
sion. I  have  no  doubt  but  she  will  at  her  next  session  of  assembly  con- 
firm anew  her  former  cession,  for  from  all  accounts  the  people  beyond 
the  Apalachian  Mountains  which  have  now  declared  themselves  an  in- 
dependent State  will  never  again  return  under  the  jurisdiction  of  No 
Carolina,  nor  is  it  in  the  power  of  that  State  to  force  a  compliance. 

Congress  have  not  yet  finished  the  requisition  on  the  States  for  the 
year  1785 — it  ought  to  have  gone  out  at  least  five  months  ago  8c  at  this 
time  some  preparation  ought  to  be  making  for  the  business  of  1786 — 
however  1785  must  precede — in  determining  the  requisition  for  this 
year  on  the  report  of  a  grand  committee  for  that  purpose,  there  is 
30,000  dollars  called  for,  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing fcederal  bu[i]ldings.4  Whenever  this  comes  on  the  carpet  the  pro- 
priety of  erecting  those  buildings,  will  also  become  a  subject  of  discus- 
sion. I  confess  I  have  not  yet  been  able  fully  to  make  up  my  mind  on 
the  subject  having  never  heard  the  arguments  pro  8c  con  on  this  busi- 
ness, but  am  rather  inclined  to  give  it  my  negative;  I  query  whither  in 

this  I  should  be  joined  by  my  colleagues,  especially  Mess  P 1  & 

W n.5  The  letter  is  expected  every  day  when  our  delegation  will  be 

full.  I  can  easily  account  for  the  prejudices  of  those  two  gentlemen  in 
favor  of  a  measure  of  this  nature — be  pleased  as  soon  as  convenient  to 
give  me  your  opinion  on  this  subject;  it  will  have  great  weight  with  me 
in  forming  mine.  I  am  much  pleased  to  hear,  the  paper  money  seems 
to  keep  its  ground  8c  is  in  pretty  general  circulation.  The  Bank  stop- 
ping all  fresh  discounts  is  greatly  in  its  favor. 

You  have  Don  Gardoqui  with  you,  we  look  for  him  here  shortly — we 
have  had  letters  announcing  his  arrival  8c  rank.  The  navigation,  full  8c 
free  to  the  United  States  of  the  Mississippi  must  of  course  become  a 
matter  of  enquiry,  8c  subject  of  discussion  with  his  court — that  is  a 
matter  the  United  States  can  never  give  up,  otherwise  our  territory  in 
that  quarter  would  be  of  little  consequence. 

The  Continental  Treasurer  would  wish  to  stay  in  Philada,  altho'  he 
together  with  all  the  other  officers  of  Congress  residing  there  have 
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been  directed  to  come  to  New-York — from  the  present  disposition  of 
Congress,  he  will  find  it  absolutely  necessary  either  to  come  to  N.  York, 
or  resign. () 

With  much  esteem,  I  remain  Dear  Sir,  Your  Obdt  Servt, 

David  Jackson 

RC:  (PHi:  Bryan  Papers). 

1  For  the  transmittal  of  this  May  20  ordinance,  see  Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States 
(first  letter),  May  28,  note  1. 

2  See  Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  to  Richard  Caswell,  June  5,  note  1. 
1  See  ibid.,  note  2. 

4  See  William  Grayson  to  James  Madison,  May  1,  note  10. 

5  That  is,  Charles  Pettit  and  James  Wilson. 

6  For  the  difficulties  encountered  over  Michael  Hillegas'  reluctance  to  move  his  trea 
surer's  office  to  New  York,  see  Rnfns  King  to  Timothy  Pickering,  June  17,  note. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Thomas  Lee  Shippen 

N.  York  June  the  4th.  1785.  Explains  to  his  nephew  why  payment  for 
his  "Sword  Cutler"  has  been  delayed,  provides  direction  for  the  ship- 
ment of  his  chaise  or  "Chair"  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York  by  water, 
and  thanks  his  brother-in-law,  Dr.  William  Shippen,  Jr.,  for  procuring 
his  servant  who  has  "just  arrived."  As  for  dining  in  New  York:  "The 
Black  fish,  Sheepshead,  &  Sea  Bass  are  now  numerous  &  fine.  I  wish 
most  sincerely  that  we  had  our  good  Brothers — your  father — company 
here  to  assist  in  the  discussion  of  some  of  them.  Besides,  the  Cham- 
paign, Claret,  Madiera  &  Muscat  are  good.  I  know  that  your  philoso- 
phy is  above  temptation — Yet  I  cannot  help  wishing  now  that  the  in- 
ducements might  so  far  prevail  as  to  give  us  the  pleasure  of  your 
company  a  while.  It  will  be  unfortunate  for  us  if  Mr.  Gardoque  should 
not  be  a  Smoker  and  so  not  be  provided  with  Havanna  Segars.  The 
most  worthy  Don  Juan  Miralles  used  to  supply  us  so  copiously  that  he 
has  occasioned  us  to  loose  all  appetite  for  other  smoking.  .  .  .  His  most 
Chn.  Majesty  has  just  announced  to  Congress  the  birth  of  another  Son 
called  Duke  of  Normandy."1 

RC  (DLC:  Shippen  Family  Papers). 

1  This  March  27  announcement  from  the  French  king  was  read  in  Congress  June  6 
and  referred  to  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  John  Jay  who  drafted  a  congratulatory  reply 
for  Congress  which  was  approved  June  14.  See  JCC,  28:433n,  457-58;  and  PCC,  item 
190,  fol.  44. 
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Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry 

New  York  5th  June  [17]  85 

I  have  yours  of  the  27th  of  May  with  the  history  of  electioneering; '  I 
am  satisfied  with  all  that  has  been  done,  and  with  all  that  has  not  been 
done.  There  is  but  one  piece  of  information  that  you  give  me  that  I 
am  not  content  with,  and  that  is  your  intention  to  remain  until  the 
15th  instant  in  Massachusetts.  I  have  for  six  weeks  past  daily  been  say- 
ing, that  you  would  be  here,  in  twelve  or  fifteen  days;  and  these  asser- 
tions have  not  only  been  made  to  the  best  and  most  respectable  men 
in  congress;  but  to  a  number  of  the  most  beautiful  women  in  this  City, 
all  of  whom  laugh  at  my  credulity  in  believing  that  you  seriously  in- 
tend leaving  Massachusetts  this  summer. 

Now  Sir  this  has  become  a  very  serious  business,  I  am  not  only  dis- 
appointed in  the  society  of  my  friend,  but  am  pointed  at  as  a  very 
weak  man  in  my  understanding,  and  a  very  great  man  in  faith. 

But  this  aside,  seriously  your  friends  wish  you  here  and  I  have  been 
disappointed  in  your  not  returning.  However  as  you  have  tarried  so 
long;  for  the  greater  good,  I  will  consent  to  your  remaining  a  few  days 
longer,  for  the  appointment  of  Delegates. 

I  wish  to  know  who  is  talked  of  and  who  will  probably  be  chosen — 
you  well  know  the  importance  to  Massachusetts  and  to  the  Eastern 
states,  that  Massachusetts  should  always  have  not  only  a  full,  but  an 
able  Delegation.  The  State  requires  abilities,  in  the  present  condition 
of  her  affairs,  but  I  fear  she  will  not  obtain  them,  although  she  hath 
many  able  men  who  would  serve  her,  provided  when  they  are  taking 
care  that  the  Commonwealth  takes  no  harm,  the  commonwealth 
would  take  care  that  their  private  affairs  received  no  detriment. 

Georgia  is  represented,  North  Carolina,  and  Delaware  unrepre- 
sented— we  have  Eleven  States  on  the  floor. 

Adieu  my  dear  Gerry.  Yours  affectionately,  R  King 

[P.S.]  A  Letter  from  J.  A.  states  the  little  prospect  of  effecting  anything 
from  their  commercial  commission — and  desires  that  the  commission 
may  not  be  renewed — if  renewed,  he  requests  to  be  left  out  of  the 
commission:2  but  all  this  was  written  before  he  had  knowledge  of  his 
appointment  to  London.  I  begin  to  entertain  doubts  of  the  propriety 
of  forming  commercial  treaties  upon  the  plan  of  the  present  instruc- 
tions to  the  Ministers — and  I  fear  we  expose  ourselves  in  offering 
these  treaties  to  so  many  powers.  But  these  are  doubts.  I  have  been 
reading  Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations,  if  his  theory  is  just,  our  plans  are 
all  wrong — upon  his  system,  our  commerce  may  be  wholly  regulated 
within  ourselves  without  Treaties.  Once  more  adieu.  R.K.. 


434  June  5,  1785 

RC  (NHi:  King  Papers). 

1  Gerry's  letter,  reporting  the  recent  election  of  James  Bowdoin  as  governor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, is  in  King,  Correspondence  (King),  1:100-101. 

-  This  April  13  letter  from  John  Adams  to  John  Jay  is  in  PCC,  item  84,  5:421-29;  and 
Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-89,  1:480-83. 


Pierse  Long  to  Unknown 

Sir,  New  York  June  5th.  1785 

I  take  the  liberty  to  subjoin  a  paragraph  of  a  letter  I  this  day  re- 
ceived from  the  Honble.  George  Atkinson  Esquire  of  Portsmo.  State 
of  New  Hampshire ' — and  ask  it  as  a  favour  you  would  write  me  on  the 
subject  as  soon  as  possible — that  I  may  be  able  to  give  him  the  neces- 
sary information  thereon.  I  have  the  Honr.  to  be,  with  sentiments  of 
Respect  and  Esteem,  Your  most  Huml  Servt,  Pierse  Long 

RC  (PHi:  Jenkins,  Old  Congress  Collection). 

1  At  the  foot  of  this  letter  Long  wrote  the  following  paragraph:  "I  request  the  favor  of 
you  to  inform  me,  whether  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  pay  the  intrest  on  their  loan  office 
certificates — and  what  method  must  be  pursued  to  obtain  it.  G.A." 

Atkinson  was  apparently  seeking  information  on  the  operation  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Funding  Act  of  March  21,  1783,  which  the  public  creditors  of  the  state  had  extracted 
from  their  assembly  when  Congress  proved  unable  to  service  the  interest  on  loan  office 
certificates,  for  which  see  Morris,  Papers  (Ferguson),  7:146—47. 

The  recipient  of  this  letter  has  not  been  discovered;  and  since  Long  requested  him  to 
"write  me  on  the  subject  as  soon  as  possible"  it  seems  unlikely  that  he  was  one  of  the 
Pennsylvania  delegates  attending  Congress  at  this  time. 


Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  to  Richard  Caswell 

Sir,  New  York  5th  June  1 785. 

On  the  15th  of  May  Mr.  Cocke  arrived  here  in  the  Character  of 
Agent,  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Washington,  Greene,  & 
Sullivan,  whom  it  appears  have  declared  themselves  an  independent 
State  by  the  Title  of  "The  State  of  Franklin. "  The  day  following  he  pre- 
sented, to  the  President  of  Congress  a  memorial  from  the  Assembly  of 
that  State,  praying  Congress  to  accept  the  cession  of  No  Carolina,  and 
to  admit  them  into  the  Union.  The  memorial  was  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  read,  but  no  Order  either  moved,  or,  taken  on  it.  A  copy  of 
the  memorial  I  enclose  to  your  Excellency.1 

A  day  or  two  after  a  motion  was  made  by  a  delegate  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, that  the  Acts  of  the  Genl.  Assembly  of  the  State  of  No.  Car- 
olina, granting  &  repealing  the  cession,  should  be  refered  to  a  Com- 
mittee, in  order  that  they  might  report  whether  Congress  had,  or  had 
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not  a  right  to  Accept  the  cession,  &  whether  it  was  not  still  binding 
upon  the  State,  notwithstanding  the  repealing  Act.  They  were  accord- 
ingly committed,  and  a  report  made  on  the  20th  May.  Contrary  to  the 
established  rule,  the  report  was  taken  up,  and  Acted  on,  the  same  day, 
without  allowing  any  time  for  consideration  or  giving  any  notice  to 
the  member  from  the  State.  As  I  had  been  indisposed  for  some  time 
before  8c  was  at  that  time,  far  from  being  well,  I  was  not  in  Congress, 
tho'  had  I  known  that,  that  subject  would  have  been  before  the  house 
I  should  certainly  have  been  there.  Notwithstanding  I  think  that  con- 
gress have  in  this  instance,  treated  the  State  and  myself  with  a  great 
degree  of  indelicacy,  I  shall  only  Observe  upon  their  proceedings,  that 
in  my  Opinion  too  great  an  avidity,  in  a  part  of  Congress,  for  Western 
Territory,  have  harried  them  into  a  Measure,  the  consequences  of 
which  they  have  not  considered,  and  I  am  sure  in  their  cooler  Mo- 
ments, 8c  abstracted  from  interested  motives,  they  wou'd  condemn.  A 
copy  of  the  report  and  proceedings  thereon  I  enclose  to  your  Excel- 
lency. The  Report  does  not  do  much  credit  to  the  Abilities  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  drew  it,  (tho'  it  convinces  me,  that  my  opinion  is  right — 
"that  they  are  willing  to  have  the  land  on  any  terms,")  as  the  latter 
clause,  which  is  the  only  one  agreed  to,  is  an  Absolute  contradiction 
to  every  other  part  of  it.2 

I  inclose  your  Excellency  a  note  I  reed,  from  Mr.  De  Marbois,  re- 
specting the  debt  due  by  the  State  to  the  Government  of  Martinique.3 

I  forward  to  your  Excellency  the  Ordinance  for  ascertaining  the 
mode  of  disposing  of  the  lands  in  the  western  territory.4  In  my  Opin- 
ion it  never  will  answer  the  End  proposed,  for  before  this  formal  & 
hitherto  unheard  of  plan  can  be  carried  into  Execution,  the  lands  will 
be  possessed  by  persons,  who,  have  already,  &  are  daily  crossing  the 
Ohio,  in  great  numbers,  so  as  to  put  the  United  States  to  more  ex- 
pence  to  dispossess  them,  than  the  soil  will  afterwards  sell  for. 

The  State  of  South-Carolina  have  applied  to  Congress,  for  a  foederal 
court,  to  determine  the  dispute  about  Jurisdiction  8c  territory  subsist- 
ing between  them  8c  the  State  of  Georgia.5  They  claim  all  the  territory 
lying  to  the  northward  of  a  due  west  line  to  be  drawn  from  what  they 
call  the  head  of  the  River  Savannah,  (that  is  where  the  Tugelo  8c  Ke- 
oweejoin  when  it  takes  the  name  of  Savannah,)  to  the  Mississipi,  &  to 
the  south  of  our  line:  And  all  the  territory  lying  to  the  south  of  the  Al- 
tamaha  8c  a  due  west  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  head  of  that  river  to 
the  Mississipi,  &  to  the  North  of  the  Floridas  as  bounded  by  the  Treaty. 

North-Carolina  has  not  been  represented  since  Doctor  Williamson's 
time  expired,  nor  do  I  hear  any  Accounts  of  the  Other  delegates  com- 
ing. I  shall  leave  this  city  in  a  few  days  to  return  home.6 

The  requisition  for  the  present  year  is  not  yet  made,  and  several 
other  important  Matters  remain  to  be  acted  on,  from  which  I  am  led 
to  believe  that  Congress  will  not  have  a  recess  this  Summer. 
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Richard  Dobbs  Spaight 
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I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient  and  Most 
humble  Servt.  Richd.  D.  Spaight. 

RC  (PHi:  Gratz  Collection). 

1  The  undated  memorial  of  the  Franklin  "assembly"  and  the  March  12  certification  of 
William  Cocke  as  its  agent  to  Congress  are  in  PCC,  item  48,  fols.  291-96.  Although 
there  is  no  mention  of  the  memorial  in  the  journals,  Charles  Thomson's  despatch  book 
contains  a  May  16  entry  noting  the  submission  of  the  memorial  together  with  an  April  7 
letter  to  Congress  from  the  deputies  of  Washington  County,  a  "Memorial  of  the 
Freemen  inhabiting  the  Country  Westward  of  the  Allegany  or  Apalachian  Mountain,"  a 
list  of  articles  of  "Association,"  and  "Extracts  from  an  Address  to  the  Western  Inhabi- 
tants," for  which  see  ibid.,  fols.  285-90,  297-300;  and  item  185,  3:125.  See  also  Samuel 
Hardy  to  Patrick  Henry,  January  17,  1785,  note  1;  and  Samuel  C.  Williams,  History  of  the 
Lost  State  of  Franklin,  rev.  ed.  (New  York:  Press  of  the  Pioneers,  1933),  pp.  82-85. 

-  The  committee  appointed  May  18  (Rufus  King,  William  Samuel  Johnson,  William 
Grayson,  William  Ellery  and  James  McHenry)  "to  examine  the  Acts  of  the  state  of  N 
Carolina  touching  a  cession  of  western  territory"  issued  a  report  on  May  20  consisting 
of  four  paragraphs.  The  first  three — -declaring  North  Carolina's  repeal  of  its  June  2, 
1784,  act  of  cession  invalid,  asserting  that  Congress  could  not  decline  to  accept  the  orig- 
inal cession,  and  recommending  that  Congress  therefore  accept  it  "subject  to  the  condi- 
tions and  reservations  in  the  said  act  contained" — were  rejected.  Congress  did  adopt, 
however,  the  committee's  final  recommendation  that  North  Carolina  overturn  its  re- 
peal of  November  20,  1784,  and  execute  a  deed  for  the  territory  ceded  the  previous 
June.  Since  the  paragraph  contained  language  which  only  recognized  Massachusetts' 
previous  cession  of  western  lands,  Congress  accepted  James  Monroe  and  William 
Grayson's  May  23  proposal  that  the  resolution  be  reworded  to  reflect  the  New  York  and 
Virginia  cessions.  See/CC,  28:369n,  381-87;  and  PCC,  item  190,  fol.  140.  Although  not 
recorded  in  the  journals,  Hugh  Williamson  testified  that  the  original  motion  to  appoint 
a  committee  on  the  North  Carolina  cession  had  been  made  on  May  13  and  renewed  on 
either  the  16th  or  17th.  See  Williamson  to  Caswell,  June  27,  notes  2  and  3. 

3  The  marquis  de  Barbe-Marbois'  May  18  note  to  Spaight  is  in  N.  C.  Stale  Records, 
17:450-51.  For  Marbois'  correspondence  direcdy  with  Gov.  Caswell,  see  ibid.,  pp.  439, 
475-76,  488.  See  also  Hugh  Williamson  to  Alexander  Martin,  April  8,  1784,  note  2. 

4  See/CC,  28:375-81. 

5  For  Congress'  response  to  South  Carolina's  petition,  see  Charles  Thomson  to 
Samuel  Elbert,  June  2,  1785. 

6  Spaight  subsequently  claimed  attendance  at  Congress  from  October  22,  1783,  to  Au- 
gust 20,  1784,  and  from  November  3,  1784,  to  June  6,  1785,  at  £80  per  month  plus 
travel  expenses.  Spaight  Papers,  Nc-Ar.  Upon  his  return  to  North  Carolina,  Spaight  also 
wrote  to  Caswell  on  August  10  asking  "to  resign  my  Appointment  for  the  residue  of  the 
year"  and  declining  the  renewed  appointment  for  the  ensuing  year,  having  "long  ne- 
glected" "private  business."  2000X,  DAR. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Nathaniel  Gorham 

My  dear  Sir,  New  York  6th  June,  1 785. 

I  had  not  the  honor  of  your  attention  of  the  26th  ultimo,  'till  yester- 
day, what  prevented  its  coming  to  hand  by  the  Wednesday's  post,  I  am 
not  able  to  say;  but  I  feel  myself  under  renewed  obligations  for  the  in- 
tended intelligence  enclosed,  'tho'  I  had  reed,  the  papers  of  that  date 
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by  the  post  before;  &  please  to  accept  my  congratulations  to  you,  as 
speaker  of  the  honorable  house. 

Undoubtedly  before  this  comes  to  hand  you  will  be  fully  acquainted 
with  the  late  ordinance,  respecting  the  western  territory,  by  which  you 
will  perceive  that  the  business  you  have  reference  to,  is  to  be  done  by 
the  commissioners  of  the  loan  offices  of  the  several  states;  however, 
you  may  be  assured  that  it  would  give  me  pleasure  to  render  you  ser- 
vices, &  that  the  matter  you  mentioned  will  rest  with  me. 

The  states  of  New  York  &  Georgia  not  having  granted  the  impost 
greatly  embarrasses  Congress  as  it  respects  our  Finances;  &  the  pro- 
posed requisitions  upon  the  several  states  for  money  to  pay  the  intt.  & 
of  our  national  debt  the  present  year,  I  do  not  expect  will  get  through 
Congress  so  as  to  come  before  you  in  your  present  session,  unless  it 
should  be  longer  than  usual. 

Messrs.  Lowell,  Sullivan  &  Parsons,  are  still  with  us,  but  I  conclude 
nothing  more  will  be  done  respecting  our  Fcederal  Court  at  present, 
than  filling  it  up,  &  agreeing  upon  a  time  to  meet,  as  several  of  the 
gentlen.  that  were  first  appointed  did  not  accept. 

I  have  lately  been  informed,  that  it  is  considered  by  many,  that  this 
is  the  last  year  Dr.  Holten  can  serve  in  Congress,  if  elected,  surely  sir, 
you  can  easily  inform  the  house  of  the  contrary,  if  necessary,  when 
you  recollect  that  commutation  (as  it  is  said)  left  me  out  one  year,  but 
this  matter  is  to  rest  with  you. 

I  remain,  with  perfect  consideration  &  respect,  your  most  obedient 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 


Samuel  Hardy  to  Agnes  Harwood 

New  York.  7th.  June  1785.  "I  arrived  here  three  days  ago,  and  em- 
brace the  first  Opportunity  of  obeying  your  injunction  to  write  to 
you."'  Bemoans  their  separation  and  assures  her  "that  I  continue  to 
love  you;  that  my  affections  are  encreased  by  absence,  and  more  con- 
firmed if  possible  by  the  distance  we  are  seperated."  Begs  her  to  over- 
come her  trepidation  and  to  send  a  reply.  "For  Heaven  sake  let  not 
the  fear  of  not  writing  what  is  called  a  good  hand,  or  what  is  called  a 
good  letter,  restrain  your  pen  for  a  Moment.  I  know  the  disadvantages 
of  education  under  which  the  Ladies  of  our  Country,  labour,  and  have 
ever  been  able  to  make  an  allowance  even  for  those  to  whom  I  have 
been  wholly  indifferent.  What  then  have  you  to  fear?  You  to  whose 
very  errors  I  should  be  so  partial  as  to  be  almost  led  to  copy  them.  I 
beg  you  therefore  to  write  me  freely,  write  me  without  restraint.  Nay 
write  me  any  thing;  for  any  thing  from  you  will  be  acceptable.  Tell  me 
what  has  happened  at  Wynoake  since  I  left  it.  Who  has  been  there, 
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and  who  you  expect.  Who  is  going  to  be  married  of  your  acquain- 
tance, or  who  has  courted  you,  or  rather  wished  to  do  it.  For  your  per- 
mitting any  one  is  a  peice  of  information  that  will  not  be  agreeable."2 

RC  (ViHi:  Palmer  Papers). 

1  Agnes  was  apparently  the  daughter  of  Maj.  Samuel  Harwood  of  "Weyanoke," 
Charles  City  Co.,  Va.  After  Hardy's  sudden  and  premature  death  October  17,  1785,  she 
eventually  married  Fielding  Lewis  of  Gloucester  in  1788.  See  WMQ,  1st  ser.,  11  (Octo- 
ber 1903):  263-64 

2  Not  receiving  a  reply  to  this  letter,  Hardy  wrote  again  on  August  14  expressing  his 
disappointment  and  mortification  "that  you  should  have  paid  so  little  attention  to  my 
requests  that  you  would  write  to  me."  Inquiring  whether  she  was  "yet  buried  in  the  re- 
tirement of  Wyanoke,"  Hardy  admonished  her  that  such  refuge  "is  of  all  things  the  most 
unfriendly  to  the  Acquirement  of  that  gracefulness  of  Manners  &  ease  of  behaviour 
which  is  necessary  to  either  Sex,  but  indispensably  so,  to  yours.  In  a  Gentleman  indeed 
the  want  of  this  accomplishment  may,  &  frequently  is,  overshadowed  by  the  possession 
of  superior  understanding  &  a  political  consequence;  I  have  therefore  often  seen  a  very 
awkward  Man  the  Object  of  general  Attention  &  general  respect.  But  the  case  is  very 
different  with  a  Lady:  in  her,  the  want  of  this  ease  &  unreserve  of  Manners  nothing  can 
attone  for.  And  believe  me  it  is  an  accomplishment  for  which  we  must  be  indebted 
wholly  to  the  World:  Nothing  but  an  intercourse  with  society  can  possibly  give  it."  He 
therefore  encouraged  her  to  make  frequent  visits  to  Mrs.  William  Byrd  III  at  "Westover," 
to  take  a  trip  to  Richmond  when  the  assembly  was  in  session  to  meet  "with  Governor 
Henrys  family  &  several  others,"  and  "to  spend  at  least  two  or  three  Months  in  Williams- 
burg during  the  Winter."  Palmer  Papers,  ViHi. 


New  York  Agents  to  Massachusetts  Agents 

Gentlemen  N  York  7  June  1785 

We  agree  that  Mr  Fleming  who  was  a  Delegate  in  congress  from  Vir- 
ginia in  the  Year  1779  &  Mr  Sitgreaves  who  is  now  a  Delegate  in  Con- 
gress from  North  Carolina  (being  two  of  the  Gentlemen  named  in  the 
List  you  sent  us)  be  two  of  the  Judges  to  hear  and  determine  the  Con- 
troversy between  your  State  8c  this,  in  the  Room  of  Mr  John  Rutledge 
&  Mr  Grayson  who  decline  serving.1  We  agree  to  this  on  the  condition 
you  offered,  namely  that  the  Gentlemen  named  by  us,  and  who  have 
agreed  to  serve  (tho'  notice  thereof  from  some  of  them  was  not  given 
within  the  2  Months  limited  for  that  Purpose  in  our  written  agree- 
ment) shall  stand,  notwithstanding  any  objection  that  might  be  made 
on  that  account. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  Respect,  Gent.,  Your  most  obt. 
&  very  hble  Servts.  signed  J.J. 

R.R.L. 

W.L.2 

|  P.S.]  Mr  Duane  concurs  with  us  but  very  engaged  in  Court  cannot  at 
present  subscribe  his  name. 
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FC  (NHi:  Duane  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  John  Jay,  and  endorsed  by  James  Duane:  "Pro- 
posal of  New  York  to  accept  of  Messr  Flemming  &  Sitgraves  as  Judges  on  Conditions." 

1  For  the  responses  of  Rntledge  and  William  Grayson  declining  to  serve  as  judges  in 
this  Massachusetts-New  York  controversy,  see  Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents  to 
James  Monroe,  December  28,  1784,  note  3.  For  the  appointment  of  William  Fleming 
and  John  Sitgreaves  in  their  stead,  along  with  Samuel  Johnston  for  Robert  Hanson  Har- 
rison, see  Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents  Agreement,  June  8;  and  Charles  Thom- 
son to  Fleming  et  al.,June  9. 

-That  is, John  Jay,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  and  Walter  Livingston. 


Massachusetts  Agents  to  New  York  Agents 

Gentlemen.  New  York  June  7.  1785 

We  have  just  received  yours  of  this  Morng.  and  are  much  pleased 
that  we  are  united  in  the  appointment  of  a  Court.1  The  Chancellor- 
informs  us  that  he  cannot  be  able  to  meet  us  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
cluding the  business  until  10  o'Clock  tomorrow;  we  shall  be  very 
happy  to  meet  you  at  that  time,  and  at  Mr.  Elsworth's  if  agreeable  to 
you  if  not  at  any  other  time  or  place  you  please  to  appoint. 

We  have  the  honr.  to  be  with  great  respect,  Gentn.,  your  most 
obedt.  &  humble  Servts.  J  Lowell  Theop  Parsons 

James  Sullivan       Rufus  King 

RC  (NHi:  Duane  Papers).  Written  by  John  Lowell  and  signed  by  Lowell,  King,  Parsons, 
and  Sullivan.  Addressed:  "The  Honble  the  Agents  of  New  York  for  managing  the  con- 
troversy of  that  State  with  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts." 

1  See  the  preceding  entry. 

'-  That  is,  Robert  R.  Livingston. 


Charles  Pettit  Receipt 

New  York  June  7th.  1785. 
Received  out  of  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress  the  follow- 
ing papers  which  came  enclosed  in  a  Memorial  of  Robert  Shewell  of 
the  25th  May  1784  Vizi— 

1st.  Copy  of  a  Commission  to  Mr.  James  Gill  as  Marshal  of  a  Court 
of  Vice  admirality  of  Newfoundland  (signed  Robert  Gill  Register). 

2d.  A  Letter  Dated  St.  John's  Newfoundland  October  16th.  1783 
(signed)  Arch.  Buchanan. 

3d.  Original  publication  of  protest  (Signed)  Robert  Bulley,  Matthew 
Blair,  John  Warrand,  John  Justice,  and  dated  St.  Johns  October  14th.  1783. 
4th.  Certificate  (signed)  Robert  Gill  Register. 
Reed,  by  Order  &  for  the  Use  of  Robt.  Shewell 

Cha.  Pettit 
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MS  (DNA:  PCC  Miscellaneous  Papers,  M332,  reel  9,  fol.  146).  In  the  hand  of  Charles 
Pettit. 

1  For  Shewell's  memorial,  which  was  actually  dated  May  23d  (and  referred  to  commit- 
tee the  25th),  see  Pennsylvania  Delegates  to  John  Dickinson,  May  28,  1784,  note  1.  It  is 
not  known  for  what  purpose  Pettit  obtained  "the  following  papers,"  but  copies  of  them, 
which  had  been  made  when  similar  copies  were  transmitted  by  Charles  Thomson  to  the 
American  commissioners  in  France  July  16,  1784,  are  in  PCC,  item  44,  fols.  409-26. 


David  Ramsay  to  the  Marquis  de  Barbe-Marbois 

Sir,  New-York  June  7th  1785 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  favor  of  yesterday  8c  am  much 
obliged  to  you  for  the  valuable  hint  you  have  suggested.  I  would  have 
answered  it  immediately  but  as  yesterday  was  post  day  I  draughted  a 
paragraph  substantially  the  same  in  sentiment  with  the  one  you  did 
me  the  honor  to  suggest.  The  printer  will  receive  this  before  he  is  up 
to  that  part  of  the  seventh  chapter  where  it  ought  to  be  inserted.1  I 
now  send  you  the  8th  chapter,  and  on  next  Monday  I  shall  bring  with 
me  from  New-jersey  the  11th,  12th  &  13th  chapters  which  contain  the 
campaigns  of  80,  81.  The  reduction  of  Lord  Cornwallis  8c  etc.  As  I  de- 
sire to  have  my  work  perfect  I  receive  with  gratitude  any  intelligence, 
hints  or  suggestions  tbat  tend  to  improve  it.  The  one  you  have  given  I 
am  much  obliged  to  you  for  8c  shall  be  equally  so  for  any  farther  ob- 
servations you  may  please  to  communicate.  The  chapter  that  I  now 
send  I  propose  to  take  with  me  on  Friday.  The  others  you  may  take 
your  own  time  to  look  over  as  they  are  not  the  last  copy  nor  are  they 
to  be  used  by  the  printer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  most  obedient  servt, 

David  Ramsay2 

RC  (Archives  du  Ministere  des  affaires  etrangeres:  Correspondance  politique,  Etats- 
Unis,  vol.  30). 

1  Ramsay  was  drafting  his  History  of  the  Revolution  of  South  Carolina,  from  a  British 
Province  to  an  Independent  State,  2  vols.  (Trenton:  Printed  by  Isaac  Collins,  1785)  at  this 
time  and  was  sending  portions  of  the  manuscript  to  various  acquaintances  for  correc- 
tion and  embellishment.  The  extent  of  Marbois'  involvement  in  revising  Ramsay's 
manuscript  is  problematical  for  he  informed  the  comte  de  Vergennes  that  he  had  sub- 
mitted up  to  a  hundred  changes  while  Ramsay  acknowledged  incorporating  only  "nine 
or  ten,"  for  which  see  Ramsay  to  Marbois,  June  28,  note  1.  For  the  composition  of  the 
History  and  its  historiographical  context,  see  Ramsay,  Writings  (Brunhouse),  pp.  18-19, 
27-40;  and  Arthur  H.  Shaffer,  To  Be  An  American:  David  Ramsay  and  the  Making  of  the 
American  Consciousness  (Columbia:  University  of  South  Carolina  Press.  1991),  pp.  87-90, 
98-103. 

2  Ramsay  also  wrote  the  following  note  to  Marbois  on  June  9:  "I  am  much  obliged  to 
you  for  your  remarks  all  of  which  are  judicious  and  most  of  which  shall  In-  incorporated 
in  my  work.  What  I  said  respecting  Commodore  Gillons  command  was  a<  ( ending  to  m\ 
best  information.  Truth  is  my  object,  &  I  will  impartially  examine  thai  mallei  ovei  again 
before  it  is  printed.  Your  second  note  is  just  come  to  hand  K-  the  contents  <>l  il  shall  be 
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attended  to  &  justice  shall  he  done  to  Major  L'Enfant.  The  circumstance  was  unknown 
to  me  or  it  should  have  been  inserted."  Archives  du  Ministerc  des  affaires  etrangeres: 
Correspondance  politique,  Etats-Unis,  vol.  30. 


Joseph  Piatt  Cooke  to  Amos  Cooke 

New  York  June  8th  1785.  Discusses  family  matters,  expresses  concern  for 
the  health  of  Amos'  mother,  and  exhorts  "My  dear  little  Son"  to  culti- 
vate "a  dutiful  manner."  "There  are  now  six  Members  of  Congress  who 
board  at  Mr.  Harts.  Our  accommodations  are  very  good,  and  we  have 
no  rats  to  annoy  us.  We  have  been  honored  with  a  visit  from  the  Presi- 
dent and  most  of  the  Members  of  Congress,  who  all  admire  our  Situa- 
tion, which  commands  a  Prospect  of  the  whole  City,  &  all  the  Ship- 
ping in  the  harbour  and  on  the  Stocks,  (of  which  there  are  a  very 
considerable  number,  one  of  which,  being  a  Ship  of  about  300  tons, 
we  saw  launched  yesterday)  and  of  every  Vessel  that  either  goes  out  or 
comes  in,  of  which  we  often  [find  near?]  50  under  Sail  at  the  same 
time.  But  amidst  all  these  pleasing  Scenes  there  is  something  that 
damps  our  spirits  and  casts  a  gloom  over  the  whole.  At  about  half  a 
mile  distance  from  our  lodgings  lies  the  wreck  of  a  ship  which  was  the 
Jersy  Prison  ship,  from  which  so  many  thousands  of  our  poor  Country- 
men, who  had  the  misfortune  during  the  late  war  to  be  taken  prison- 
ers were  thrown.  I  wish  I  could  say,  buried,  for  then  some  part  of  the 
British  inhumanity  would  have  been  concealed,  but  that  was  not  the 
case.  The  Banks  near  which  this  Prison  ship  lay  are  high  &  sandy:  the 
dead  bodies  of  our  friends  only  wrapped  up  in  old  blankets  were  laid 
at  the  bottom  of  the  bank,  and  the  sand  drawn  down  over  them.  Soon 
after  we  came  to  live  upon  Long  Island  several  of  us  took  a  walk  that 
way,  and  were  struck  with  horror  at  beholding  a  large  Number  of 
human  bones,  some  fragments  of  flesh  not  quite  consumed,  with 
many  pieces  of  old  blankets  lying  upon  the  shore.  In  consequence  of  a 
representation  made  to  Congress  they  were  soon  after  taken  up  and 
buried,1  But  walking  along  the  same  place  not  many  days  ago  we  saw  a 
number  more  which  were  washed  out,  and  attempting  to  bury  them 
ourselves  we  found  the  bank  full  of  them.  Such  conduct  hath  fixed  a 
stain  upon  the  British  character  which  will  not  soon  be  wipped  off. 

"The  weather  has  been  so  very  tempestuous  this  day  that  none  of 
us  have  attempted  to  cross  the  ferry,  which  is  the  first  dme  we  have 
failed  since  we  have  been  here."2 

RC  (NN:  Miscellaneous  Folders).  Addressed:  "Master  Amos  Cooke." 

1  An  undated  motion  by  Rufus  King  for  collecting  and  burying  the  remains  "of  those 
Americans  who  died  in  captivity  on  board  the  British  Prison  ship  called  Jersey, ...  in  the 
nearest  public  burial  ground,"  which  is  endorsed  simply  "1785,"  was  printed  under  the 
date  April  29  in  JCC,  28:320-21.  As  Cooke  was  on  a  visit  home  ca.  April  21  to  May  12,  it 
seems  more  likely  that  King's  motion  was  submitted  to  Congress  in  mid  May  soon  after 
Cooke's  return. 
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2  Cooke's  Connecticut  colleague  William  Samuel  Johnson  also  wrote  to  his  son 
Robert  Charles  Johnson  this  day  concerning  a  debt  owed  by  a  Mr.  Hard  to  Johnson's 
friend  Gulian  Verplanck.  Johnson  Papers,  CtHi. 


Samuel  Holten  to  James  Bowdoin 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  8th.  June,  1 785. 

I  shall  make  no  apology  for  this  address  Further  than  assuring  you 
that  personal  respect  is  my  greatest  inducement. 

Yesterday,  by  the  Boston  newspapers,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing, 
that  your  Excellency  was  declared  Governor  of  Masstts.,  &  therefore,  I 
wish  you  to  accept  my  congratulations  on  the  Acct.:  &  hope  that  your 
administration  as  chief  Magistrate,  may  be  as  agreeable  to  yourself,  as 
I  am  sure  it  will  be  happy  to  the  good  people  of  the  state. 

Altho',  I  have  no  doubt  you  have  seen  the  late  ordinance  of  Con- 
gress respectg.  the  western  territory,  yet,  I  will  do  myself  the  honor  of 
enclosing  a  copy;  this  business  has  taken  up  much  time,  but  passed 
unanimously  at  last,  and  I  hope  the  gentlemen  that  are  so  sanguine  in 
their  opinions,  that  the  sale  of  the  lands  will  extinguish  so  great  a  part 
of  our  national  debt  will  not  be  disappointed. 

With  perfect  consideration  &  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 
Excellencys  most  obedient  servant, 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 


John  Kean  to  James  Duane 

Sir  [New  Yor]kJune  8th,  1785. 

There  is  in  this  City  a  negroe  man  the  property  of  a  widow  lady  in 
So.  Carolina,  who  was  brought  here  by  a  British  officer  &  is  now  in  pos- 
session of  a  Mr.  Ramadge.1  This  information  I  have  from  the  Negroe 
himself — but  as  I  am  unacquainted  with  what  regulations  may  exist 
here,  in  respect  to  property  so  situated,  I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  proceed. 

I  therefore  take  the  liberty  to  request  whether  the  Negroe  mans 
own  evidence  is  sufficient  to  identify  the  property  &  if  this  is  the  case 
whether  an  affidavit  from  the  proprietor  in  Carolina,  specifying  the 
properties  never  having  been  changed  will  be  sufficient  to  recover  on. 

The  cause  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  is  the  cause  of  humanity 
and  will  apologize  to  you  Sir  for  the  trouble  I  now  give  you.- 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  Yr.  most  Obt.  most 
HumbServt.  John  Kean3 
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RC  (NHi:  Duane  Papers). 

1  Thai  is,  John  Ramage  (ca.  1748-1802),  a  former  Loyalist  officer  who  settled  in  New 
York  on  Williams  St.  in  1777  to  become  the  city's  leading  miniature  painter.  DAB. 

-  Duane,  who  was  mayor  of  New  York  City  and  presided  over  the  mayor's  court, 
replied  immediately  and  the  following  day  Kean  thanked  him  "for  yours  last  evening.  I 
do  not  know  Mr.  Ramadges  Christian  name.  I  am  informed  he  is  a  limnci  &  lives  in 
William  Street.  The  Slaves  name  is  Cromwell.  He  has  assumed  the  christian  name  ol 
Oliver  to  it.  He  was  the  property  of  Mr.  Thos.  Rutledge  a  brother  of  Mr.  John  Rutledge, 
who  is  dead.  The  Negroe  now  belongs  to  his  widow."  Duane  Papers,  NHi. 

3  The  only  other  letter  written  by  Kean  in  1785  that  has  been  found  was  a  brief  May 
25  note  requesting  that  secretary  Charles  Thomson  "please  deliver  the  bearer  a  sett  of 
the  journals  of  congress — but  omitt  the  indexes,"  which,  according  to  the  endorsement, 
Thomson  did  the  following  day.  PCC  Miscellaneous  Papers,  M332,  reel  9. 


Massachusetts'  and  New  York  Agents'  Agreement 

[June  8,  1785] 
And  Whereas  the  within  named  John  Rutledge  and  William 
Grayson  have  declined  the  within  mentioned  appointment  and  the 
Agents  aforesaid  have  mutually  agreed  on  the  honorable  William 
Flemming  Esquire  of  Virginia  and  the  honorable  John  Sitgraves  Es- 
quire of  North  Carolina  as  Judges  in  their  stead:1  it  is  hereby  further 
agreed  between  the  undersigned  Agents  of  the  aforesaid  States  that  if 
either  the  said  William  Flemming  or  John  Sitgraves  shall  not  before 
the  first  day  of  September  next  declare  his  acceptance  of  the  said 
Trust,  he  shall  be  considered  as  not  accepting  thereof  and  his  place 
shall  be  supplied  by  the  Agents  of  the  Massachusetts  in  like  manner  as 
if  he  had  expresly  declined  and  from  the  within  named  Gentlemen 
(to  wilt)  the  honorable  John  Beatty,  Nicholas  Van  Duyck,  Abner  Nash, 
William  Hooper,  Arthur  Middleton,  William  Gibbons  and  William 
Houston.  Done  at  the  City  of  New  York  this  8th  day  of  June  Anno 
Dome.  1785. 

Jas.  Duane     )   Agents  Agents  (  J  Lowell 

/   for  for  (  Theop  Parsons 

J    New  York  Massachusetts        (  Rufus  King 

FC  (NHi:  Duane  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  James  Duane  and  endorsed  by  him:  "Agree- 
ment for  appointing  honorable  William  Flemming  &  John  Sitgraves  as  Judges  in  the 
place  of  John  Rutledge  and  William  Crayson  Esquires." 

1  See  New  York  Agents  to  Massachusetts  Agents,  June  7;  and  Charles  Thomson  to 
William  Fleming,  et  al.,June  9,  1785. 
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New  Hampshire  Delegates  to  Meshech  Weare 

Sir.  New  York  8th  June  1 785. 

We  have  the  honr.  of  transmitting  the  Journals,  as  compleat  as  we 
have  been  able  to  procure  them  from  the  Secretarys  Office,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  Congress  have  it  in  contem- 
plation to  furnish  a  new  impression,  containing  those  parts,  which  in 
the  course  of  the  late  War  have  been  carried  to  the  secret  Journal.1 

We  have  the  honr.  to  be,  your  Excellencys  most  obedt.  Servts 

Abiel  Foster 
Pierse  Long 

RC  (NjMoHp:  Lloyd  W.  Smith  Collection).  Written  by  Foster  and  signed  by  Foster  and 
Long. 

1  Nothing  came  of  Congress'  plan  to  issue  a  new,  more  complete  edition  of  the  jour- 
nals, but  for  Secretary  Thomson's  efforts  to  procure  such  a  work  see  Charles  Thomson 
to  Sundry  Printers,  August  26,  1785. 


Charles  Thomson  to  William  Barber 

Sir,  Office  of  Secy  of  Congress,  June  9.  1785 

I  enclose  you  an  Act  passed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, empowering  You  to  examine  the  accounts  of  such  Canadian 
refugees  as  have  furnished  the  late  Armies  of  these  States  with  any 
sort  of  supplies  &  to  report  thereon  to  Congress.1 
I  am,  Sr,  your  Most  obedt  humble  Servt 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "To  the  Commissioner  for  Settling  the  Accounts 
of  the  State  of  New  York  agst.  the  U.S." 

1  For  the  enclosed  June  7  "Act,"  see  JCC,  28:433.  No  report  from  commissioner  Bar- 
ber on  this  subject  is  in  PCC,  but  for  additional  claims  referred  to  him  during  this  pe- 
riod, see  Thomson's  letters  to  Barber  of  June  21  and  July  13. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Timothy  Bradley 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  June  9.  1785 

In  answer  to  your  petition  which  has  been  laid  before  Congress  and 
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duly  considered,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  however  commendable 
your  exertions  may  have  been  in  procuring  supplies  of  provisions 
whilst  you  were  purchasing  Commissary,  Congress  cannot  Order  you 
any  additional  pay  in  Consideration  thereof  without  establishing  a 
precedent  that  might  be  applied  to  the  revision  and  augmentation  of 
the  pay  of  every  department  of  the  late  Army.1 
I  am  Sr.  Your  most  Obedt  humble  Ser. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  For  Bradley's  January  24,  1785,  petition  to  Congress  and  the  February  1  committee 
report  on  it  which  Congress  Finally  adopted  on  June  7,  see  PCC,  item  42,  1:320-24;  and 
JCC,  28:1 7n,  30n,  434. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Commissioners  of  Accounts 
for  the  Military  Departments 

Sir  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  June  9.  1785 

For  your  further  direction  &  government  I  enclose  you  an  Act  of 
Congress  passed  the  7  Instant,  by  which  you  are  directed  in  the  settle- 
ment of  accounts  to  have  recourse  to  the  principles  of  the  resolutions 
of  June  3,  1784  so  far  as  they  may  apply.1 
I  am,  Sr.,  Yr  most  obedt  servt 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  'To  the  Comrs.  for  setding  the  accots.  of  The  Qr 
Master's  department,  The  Commissarys  department,  The  hospital  department,  The 
Clothiers  department,  The  Marine  department." 

1  For  the  enclosed  resolve  and  those  therein  referred  to,  see  JCC,  22:102-4, 
27:543-45,  28:434. 


Charles  Thomson  to  William  Fleming, 
Samuel  Johnston,  and  John  Sitgreaves 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  June  9  1785 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Commonwealth  of  Mas- 
sachusetts have  by  a  petition  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled prayed  Congress  that  a  federal  Court  might  be  appointed  to  de- 
cide a  dispute  between  the  said  Commonwealth  &  the  state  of  New 
York,  Congress  were  pleased  to  assign  a  day  for  the  Appearance  of  the 
said  States  by  their  lawful  Agents;1  and  that  the  Agents,  being  met, 
have  by  joint  consent  appointed  you  one  of  the  judges  to  constitute 
the  court  for  hearing  and  determining  the  Matter  in  question  agree- 
able to  the  9th  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  perpetual  Union.2 
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The  Court  is  to  meet  at  Williamsburg  in  the  State  of  Virginia  on  the 
third  Tuesday  in  November  next;  I  must  therefore  request  the  favour 
of  you  to  inform  me  as  speedily  as  possible  of  your  acceptance  that  a 
commission  may  be  made  out  in  due  form  and  forwarded  in  Time.3 
With  great  respect  I  am,  Sr,  Your  Most  Obedt  &  Most  humble  Servt. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "Honble  Samuel  Johnson  Esqr,  Hallifax,  No  C, 
Honblejohn  Sitgreaves  Esqr,  Newbern,  No  C,  Honble.  William  Fleming  Esqr,  near 
Richmond,  Virginia."  Endorsed:  "Duplicates  transmitted  June  14.  1785."  Additional  no- 
tations indicate  that  Johnston's  acceptance  was  received  July  27  and  that  "Triplicates" 
were  sent  to  Fleming  and  Sitgreaves  on  September  12. 

1  See  New  York  Agents' Journal,  December  4-9,  1784,  note  7. 

2  See  JCC,  28:440—41;  and  Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents'  Agreement,  June  8, 
1785. 

3  No  response  from  Fleming  has  been  found,  but  for  Johnston's  acceptance  of  July  8 
and  Sitgreaves'  of  August  8,  see  PCC,  item  78,  13:347-50,  21:409-12;  and  JCC,  29:582, 
776-77. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Samuel  Holden  Parsons 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  June  9.  1785 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of  the 
13  April  last  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled  have  been  pleased  to  elect  you  their  commissioner  for  ad- 
justing &  liquidating  the  Accounts  of  Virginia  against  the  United 
States,  as  specified  in  the  enclosed  act.1  The  Salary  allowed  the  Com- 
missioner is  six  dollars  a  day  so  long  as  he  shall  be  necessarily  em- 
ployed in  this  business.  You  will  please  to  inform  me  as  speedily  as 
possible  of  your  acceptance  that  I  may  make  report  to  Congress. 
I  am  Sr 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  For  this  June  9  "act,"  see  JCC,  28:442.  For  Virginia's  efforts  to  secure  the  appoint- 
ment of  additional  commissioners  for  the  settlement  of  the  state's  Continental  ac- 
counts, see  Virginia  Delegates  to  Patrick  Henry,  April  2,  1785,  especially  note  2. 


Charles  Thomson  to  the  States 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  June  9  1785 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  an  Act  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  for  the  relief  of  the  Officers,  Sol- 
diers and  seamen  who  have  been  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  during  the  late  war.1 
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As  the  condition  of  many  of  these  unfortunate  Men,  who  have  a 
claim  not  merely  on  the  humanity  hut  on  the  gratitude  &  Justice  of 
their  Country,  demands  immediate  attention.  I  have  the  firmest  Con- 
fidence that  the  State  of will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 

making  the  provision  recommended  in  the  enclosed  Act. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency's 
Most  obedt  8c  Most  humble  Servt2 

LB  (DNA:  PCC.  item  18A). 

1  For  the  enclosed  June  7  resolve,  recommending  "to  the  several  States,  to  make  pro- 
vision for"  these  disabled  veterans,  see/CC,  28:435-37. 

-  To  his  letter  to  Pennsylvania  president  John  Dickinson,  Thomson  added  the  follow- 
ing paragraph  concerning  the  state's  quota  of  troops  for  garrisoning  frontier  posts: 
"Having  received  no  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  12  April  last  covering  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress of  the  1,  7  &  12  of  that  Month  relative  to  the  raising  a  body  of  troops  for  the  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned  I  must  continue  my  request  that  your  Excellency  would  be 
pleased  to  communicate  to  me  the  steps  taken  by  the  State  of  Pensylvania  for  raising  the 
quota  assigned,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  make  report  to  Congress."  PCC,  item  28,  fols. 
94-95. 

And  his  letter  to  Connecticut  governor  Matthew  Criswold  opened  with  the  following 
paragraph  on  the  same  subject:  "Your  letter  of  the  4th  with  the  Resolution  of  the  gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Connecticut  for  raising  the  quota  of  troops  required  by  the  Acts  of 
Congress  of  the  1,  7  &  12  April  last  has  been  duly  received  and  communicated  to  the 
United  States  in  Congress  Assembled."  Ibid.,  fol.  94.  See  also  Thomson  to  Certain 
States,  April  12,  1785. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Unknown 

My  dear  Friend,  New  York  June  10.  1785 

By  Mr.  Alexander  White  of  Frederick,  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to 
you  from  Trenton  before  Christmas  last,1  but  I  have  not  had  the  plea- 
sure of  hearing  from  you  in  return,  which  causes  me  to  doubt  your 
having  received  that  letter.  Our  intelligence  from  Europe  is  not  very 
interesting.  The  Ministry  &  Parliament  of  G.  Britain  seem  to  be  ab- 
sorbed in  the  dispute  about  the  Commerce  of  Ireland,  a  subject  of  im- 
portant discussion,  8c  which  will  probably  produce  great  discontent 
whichever  way  determined.  Congress  has  sent  Mr.  John  Adams 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  London  for  the  settlement  of  our  re- 
maining disputes.  Upon  the  Continent  of  Europe  their  differences  ap- 
pear to  be  settling  without  bloodshed — The  Emperor  having  yielded 
(so  far  as  we  are  informed),  his  claims  upon  the  Scheld.  A  Plenipoten- 
tiary from  Spain  has  arrived  at  Philadelphia  and  is  daily  expected 
here.  We  shall  soon  learn  from  him  whether  or  not  his  Master  is  dis- 
posed to  consent  to  our  free  use  of  the  navigation  of  Mississippi  with 
Spain.  You  will  see  in  the  public  papers  the  Congressional  ordinance 
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for  selling  the  lands  lately  purchased  of  the  Indians  Northwest  of 
Ohio  for  the  pay[men]t  of  our  public  debt.  This  will  offer  10  millions 
of  Acres  for  Sale  at  a  dollar  pr.  Acre  of  liquidated  Certificates  for  debt 
due  from  the  U.  States.  This,  with  the  Lands  to  be  sold  hereafter  be- 
tween the  Southern  bounds  of  the  present  Sale  and  the  Mississippi, 
will  I  hope,  discharge  the  great  burthen  of  debt  created  by  the  late 
war — And  make  us  realy  a  free  &  independent  people.  We  have  an 
American  Coinage  in  view,  and  a  better  regulation  of  the  Post  Office, 
with  such  further  Treaties  with  the  Indians  as  will  secure  peace  with 
them,  and  extinguish  all  their  claims  to  Land  within  the  limits  of  the 
U.  States.  Having  thus  given  you  a  detail  of  affairs  here,  will  you  per- 
mit me  to  enquire  of  you  how  all  things  do  with  you — does  the  Wheat, 
Oats,  rye,  Barley  &c,  &c,  &c  grow  kindly — Are  the  people  healthy,  so- 
ciable, &  happy — And  above  all,  is  my  esteemed  old  friend  General 
Stephen  happy  8c  in  good  health?  If  you  please,  remember  me  affec- 
tionately to  Colo.  Martin,  Mr.  White,  8c  Colo.  Thruston.2  I  am  dear  Sir 
yours  with  the  sincerest  esteem  8c  affection, 

Richard  Henry  Lee 

RC  (NHi:  Miscellaneous  Manuscripts). 

1  Not  found.  White  (1738-91)  was  a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Delegates  from 
Frederick  Co. 

'-'  That  is,  Gen.  Adam  Stephen  (1730-91)  of  Berkeley  Co.,  Thomas  Bryan  Martin 
(1731-98)  of  Frederick  Co.,  and  Charles  Mynn  Thruston  (1738-1812)  of  Frederick  Co. 


Maryland  Delegates  to  the  Maryland  Council 

Gent,  New-York  June  10th.  1785 

Inclosed  is  the  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Jefferson  containing  In- 
formation, the  Knowledge  of  which  may  be  beneficial  to  the  mercan- 
tile Part  of  our  State.1 

We  are,  Gent,  with  great  Respect,  Yr.  very  humble  Servts. 

James  McHenry 

J  Henry. 

Wm.  Hindman 

RC  (Herbert  F..  Klingelhofer,  Bethesda,  Md.,  19Kf>).  Written  by  Hindman,  and  signed  by 
Hindman,  Henry,  and  McHenry. 

1  The  only  known  letter  from  Jefferson  i<<  ently  re<  eived  in  New  York  containing  in- 
formation which  might  have  been  that  enclosed  herewith  foi  the  benefit  of  Maryland 
merchants,  was  one  of  April  15  to  James  Monroe  in  which  he  incorporated  a  "table  of 
the  propoi  don  between  the  value  of  gold  and  silver  in  several  countries,"  for  which  see 
Jefferson,  Papers  (Boyd),  8:90. 
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Richard  Henry  Lee  to  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette 

Dear  Sir,  New  York,  June  1 1th,  1785. 

I  have  been  lately  honoured  with  your  letter  of  March  16th,  from 
Paris,1  and  I  thank  you  for  it;  as  I  feel  myself  much  interested  in  your 
happiness,  so  your  letter  gave  me  singular  pleasure,  when  it  informed 
me  of  your  "being  well  and  happy,  with  your  family  and  friends,"  and 
the  more  so,  because  a  rumor  had  prevailed,  of  some  accident  having 
happened  at  sea,  to  the  frigate  that  carried  you  from  hence.  It  is  with 
great  satisfaction,  that  I  consider  any  action  of  my  life,  that  has  proved 
agreeable  to  you,  and  I  am  very  sure,  that  the  good  you  have  done  my 
country,  has  much  more  than  repaid  my  attentions  to  you.  I  am 
pleased  that  you  think  of  coming  to  see  us  again;  it  is  certain,  that 
numbers  will  be  made  happy  here,  when  ever  you  are  pleased  to  visit 
these  United  States.  Much  praise  is  due  to  those,  by  whose  humanity, 
and  powerful  agency,  a  war  in  Europe  has  been  prevented,  for  had  it 
taken  place,  I  apprehend  that  the  evil  would  have  been  great  and  very 
extensive.  It  is  unfortunate  for  the  friendly  intercourse,  and  general 
benefit  of  mankind,  that  the  avaricious  spirit  of  commerce,  always 
aiming  at  monopoly,  should  be  permitted  to  interpose  such  obstruc- 
tions as  too  frequently  take  place  in  the  intercourse  of  nations,  much 
to  the  injury  of  human  nature,  in  general.  It  seems  to  me,  that  whilst 
the  European  nations  have  it  in  their  power,  to  supply  these  states  so 
largely  with  manufactures,  that  it  is  unwise  to  adopt  such  regulations 
as  cramp  the  American  trade,  and  therby  render  us  incapable  of  pur- 
chasing, and  paying  for,  those  manufactures  in  so  extensive  a  manner, 
as  would  certainly  be  done,  if  commercial  restraints  were  removed; 
this  conduct  on  the  part  of  Europe  tends  to  injure  their  manufac- 
tures, by  lessening  their  sales,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  very  much 
forces  the  Americans  from  agriculture  to  arts,  thus  rendering  scarcer 
and  dearer,  the  American  productions  that  are  wanted  in  Europe,  and 
lessening  the  use  of  European  manufactures  in  America,  which  it 
should  be  the  policy  of  Europe  to  encourage  the  use  of.  It  is  very  obvi- 
ous, why  the  merchants  of  France,  have  not  so  great  a  share  of  our 
commerce  as  they  wish;  the  staple  states,  or  those  which  have  much 
valuable  produce  to  export,  have  at  present  but  few  ships  and  seamen 
of  their  own,  and  consequently,  do  not  now  export  themselves  much 
of  their  own  produce;  those  nations,  therefore,  that  push  the  trade 
with  them,  by  sending  ships  and  merchandise  to  them,  will  for  the  rea- 
son above,  certainly  possess  at  this  time,  the  greatest  share  of  their 
trade;  so  that  the  fact  is,  that  the  British  merchants,  are  those  chiefly, 
who  bring  us  the  cambricks  and  many  other  manufactures  of  France, 
which  the  French  merchants  failed  to  export  themselves,  although 
they  might  afford  to  sell  them  cheaper  and  better,  than  the  English, 
and  of  course  drive  the  latter  from  this  branch  of  trade  at  least.  The 


June  13, 1785  451 

plan  for  opening  the  navigation  of  the  western  waters,  goes  on  well — 
already  more  than  40,000  pounds  are  subscribed  for  opening  the  Po- 
tomac, and  General  Washington,  is  chosen  president  of  the  society, 
that  superintends  that  business.  The  settling  a  mode  for  surveying  and 
selling  the  fine  country,  north-west  of  Ohio  river,  for  the  purpose  of 
discharging  our  public  debt,  is  an  object  that  hath  engaged  much  at- 
tention of  Congress,  and  promises,  we  think,  in  due  season,  to  remove 
the  debts  created  by  the  last  war.  Mr.  Gardoque,  from  Spain,  is  arrived 
at  Philadelphia,  and  we  daily  expect  him  in  this  city;  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
that  the  good  sense  and  honour  of  this  court,  will  finally  settle  into 
such  measures,  as  are  just  and  reasonable.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my 
dear  sir,  with  sentiments  of  the  truest  affection,  esteem  and  regard, 
Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Richard  Henry  Lee. 

MS  not  found;  reprinted  from  Richard  H.  Lee,  Memoir  of  the  Life  of  Richard  Henry  Lee,  2 
vols.  (Philadelphia:  H.  C.  Carey  and  I.  Lea,  1825),  2:66-67. 

1  This  letter  is  in  the  Lee  Family  Papers,  Vi;  and  ibid.,  pp.  109-10. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Thomas  Lee  Shippen 

My  dear  Nephew,  New  York  June  13.  1785 

Your  favor  of  June  the  11th  has  been  just  now  put  into  my  hands, 
and  had  it  come  sooner  would  have  renderd  unnecessary  some  parts 
of  my  letter  to  you  of  yesterday, '  which,  with  this  will  be  delivered  by 
Mr.  Joseph  Harrison.  I  am  very  sure  that  without  incurring  the  small- 
est danger  of  being  charged  with  self  applause,  I  can  safely  appeal  to 
all  those  acquainted  with  my  political  progress,  for  a  full  testimonial 
that  neither  indolence,  inattention  or  neglect  have  marked  my  pro- 
ceedings— And  most  certainly  I  should  not  have  first  commenced 
such  practice  with  so  respectable  a  character  as  Doctor  Franklin. 
When  Congress  determined  to  indulge  the  Doctor,  upon  his  request, 
with  leave  to  retire,  the  business  of  communicating  that  determina- 
tion was  expressly  assigned  to  the  Secretary  for  foreign  Affairs  among 
the  other  duties  of  his  Office2 — And  did  not  enter  at  all  into  my  busi- 
ness. In  me  it  would  have  been  a  work  of  Supererogation  and  I  think 
myself  warranted  in  doing  justice  to  the  honorable  Secretary  for  for- 
eign Affairs  by  assuring  you  that  his  information  was  sent  by  the  earli- 
est good  opportunity  that  offered  after  the  Act  of  Congress  passed.3  I 
thank  you  for  your  obliging  attention  to  my  affairs — but  you  say  noth- 
ing about  the  covering  for  my  Charriot — is  it  gone,  or  in  what  State  is 
that  affair?  The  Gout  shoes  are  come  &  I  believe  will  answer  well.  God 
bless  you.  Farewell,  Richard  Henry  Lee 
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RC  (DLC:  Shippen  Family  Papers). 
1  Not  found. 
2SeeyCC,  28:13-14,  122,  189-90. 

3  In  a  postscript  to  a  June  22  letter  to  Shippen,  Lee  confirmed  that  "I  have  spoken 
with  Mr.  Secretary  Jav  and  he  assures  me  that  he  sent  by  the  first  Packet  that  sailed  after 
the  Act  of  Congress  passed  a  Notification  to  Dr.  Franklin  that  he  had  leave  to  retire- 
How  causeless  then,  &  how  improper  was  a  (ensure  placed  on  me  in  whose  department 
it  was  not,  and  when  he  in  whose  line  it  was,  had  actually  done  it?!"  Shippen  Family  Pa- 
pers, DLC.  Lee,  Letters  (Ballagh),  2:375. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  William  Short 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  June  the  13th.  1785 

I  am  much  obliged  by  the  goodness  with  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  remember,  and  to  comply  with  my  request  that  you  would 
write  to  me,  and  I  am  thereby  encouraged  to  hope  that  your  corre- 
spondence will  be  continued.  It  may  always  be  safely  conveyed,  even 
when  I  am  away  from  Congress,  by  enclosing  your  letter  to  the  Vir- 
ginia delegates  in  Congress.  It  is  a  point  of  much  uncertainty  whether 
Congress  will  adjourn  or  not  this  Summer — but  if  they  do,  it  will  prob- 
ably not  be  before  the  middle  of  August.  When  they  adjourn  I  shall  go 
home,  but  if  they  do  not  adjourn,  I  shall  of  course  be  detained  here 
until  the  end  of  the  federal  year,  the  first  Monday  in  November.  The 
very  great  uncertainty  to  which  the  conveyance  of  letters  is  exposed 
under  the  present  System,  discourages  exceedingly  all  free  communi- 
cation of  sentiments.  And  upon  this  occasion,  as  Mr.  Mazzie  will  prob- 
ably visit  you  at  Paris,  he  will  render  unnecessary  much  writing  on  my 
part  respecting  Virginia;  as  he  has  come  from  that  State  long  since  I 
left  it.  The  principal  topics  of  discussion  there  at  present  are,  An  Act 
for  a  General  Assessment — A  Circuit  Court  Law — And  a  plan  for 
opening  the  interior  navigation  of  Potomac,  James,  &  Elizabeth  rivers. 
The  two  former  were  favored  by  the  last  Assembly,  but  meet  with 
much  opposition  since  the  recess.  The  latter  of  these  measures  was 
also  a  favorite  with  the  last  Assembly,  and  the  Legislature  of  Maryland 
has  joined  ours  in  the  Potomac  business.  How  they  succeed  in  the 
South  I  know  not.  But  already  £40,000  has  been  subscribed  for  clear- 
ing Potomac.  A  Corporation  for  the  purpose  is  ligitemated,  and  Gen. 
Washington  is  President  of  the  Society.  You  well  know  his  persevering 
spirit,  and  attentive  character.  These  qualities  promise  success  to  the 
Potomac  plan.  Congress  has  just  finished  an  Ordinance  for  surveying 
&  selling  that  part  of  the  Land  N.W.  of  Ohio  that  has  been  lately  pur- 
chased of  the  Indians,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  our  public 
debts.  This  will  present  about  10  Millions  of  Acres  for  sale  at  one  dol- 
lar an  Acre  of  Liquidated  Certificate  debt.  Subsequent  treaties  to  be 
held  with  the  Indians  will  extinguish  their  claim  to  about  20  millions 
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more  which  it  is  intended  to  devote  to  the  same  purpose,  &  which  will 
very  nearly  pay  off  our  whole  domestic  debt.  The  foreign  will  then  not 
be  found  oppressive.  An  American  Coinage,  8c  the  regulation  of  the 
Post  Office,  with  some  other  affairs  of  importance  are  now  under  con- 
sideration of  Congress.  We  hope  that  the  powers  &  directions  given  by 
Congress  to  our  Ministers  abroad,  will  secure  peace  for  us  with  the 
Barbary  States  and  free  our  Trade  from  the  embarrassement  threat- 
ened by  them.  I  incline  to  think  however,  that  Commercial  finesse  has 
been  more  operative  than  the  enmity  of  those  people  to  distress  the 
American  Commerce. 

Being  much  engaged  with  public  business  at  this  time,  I  must  con- 
clude with  presenting  my  best  respects  to  my  old  friend  Mr.  Jefferson. 

I  am,  with  much  esteem,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  &  very  humble  ser- 
vant, Richard  Henry  Lee. 

RC  (PHi:  Dreer  Signers  Collection). 


Samuel  Hardy  to  William  Short 

Dear  sir,  New  York  14th  June  1785. 

Your  favor  of  the  29th  of  January,  which  is  the  second  only  1  have  re- 
ceived from  you  since  your  arrival  in  Paris  came  to  hand  a  few  days 
ago.  It  would  have  reached  me  rather  earlier;  but  I  have  been  de- 
tained in  Virginia  during  the  Months  of  April  &  May  in  making  some 
small  advances  in  the  line  of  my  profession  previous  to  my  leaving 
Congress.1  I  saw  your  Brother  Peyton  8c  the  most  of  your  friends  8c 
have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  they  were  well. 

As  to  any  great  fund  of  public  information  you  will  scarcely  expect  it 
from  this  quarter.  We  have  but  little  that  is  worth  giving,  but  even  that 
little  it  is  imprudent  to  commit  to  paper  but  in  Cypher:  I  have  every 
reason  to  suspect  that  your  last  letter  had  been  opened  before  I  re- 
ceived it.  I  cannot  however  forego  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that 
I  think  our  Affairs  on  this  side  the  Water  begin  to  take  a  more  favor- 
able turn.  Public  Credit  is  encreasing,  8c  the  fcederal  Government  be- 
gins to  acquire  some  small  degree  of  respect.  Could  we  but  rescue  our 
Commerce  from  the  restrictions  to  which  it  is  subjected  in  several 
ports  of  Europe  but  more  particularly  in  those  of  Great  Britain,  the  ef- 
fects would  be  immense. 

As  to  the  policy  or  situation  of  particular  states,  removed  at  the  dis- 
tance you  are  I  presume  they  hardly  come  within  your  view:  under  this 
presumption  I  shall  but  slightly  mention  to  you  two  or  three  subjects 
which  engross  the  Minds  of  the  Citizens  of  Virga  at  present.  The  Port 
bill  as  it  is  termed,  I  think  had  passed  before  you  left  America;  it  is 
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one  among  several  other  things  that  seems  to  have  given  birth  to  a 
spirit  of  Enquiry  in  the  State  of  Virga  that  I  think  may  be  productive 
of  future  good.  The  Bill  for  instituting  Courts  of  Assize  has  also  be- 
come a  subject  of  almost  general  discussion;  The  laws  for  opening 
James  8c  Potomack  Rivers  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  have  heard  of;  The 
latter  I  presume  will  be  began  some  time  this  summer. 

Believe  me  My  dear  sir  I  shall  not  be  inattentive  to  the  Subject  of 
the  Postscript  you  enclosed.  Indeed  I  had  anticipated  the  request  it 
contain'd  very  long  before  it  came  to  hand.2  The  only  difficulty  that 
will  oppose  itself  on  the  first  Appointment  of  the  kind  that  is  made, 

will  be  the  Grandson  of  Doctr.  F klin  8c  Colo.  Humphreys.  The 

Character  in  which  the  first  of  these  Gentlemen  has  long  acted,  8c  the 
one  in  which  the  latter  was  sent  to  Europe  aided  by  an  honorary  en- 
gagement on  the  part  of  Congress  to  Gen.  Washington,  to  make  some 
provision  for  him,  will  I  expect  be  considered  as  giving  them  the  first 
Claim  for  preferment  in  that  particular  line.  After  this,  a  road  will  be 
opened  for  you,  8c  be  assured  I  shall  not  let  an  Opportunity  of  serving 
you  pass,  during  my  continuance  in  Congress. 

Several  of  my  friends  in  Virga  enquired  how  long  you  would  be  ab- 
sent from  America  &  whether  I  conceived  you  would  return  in  time  to 
succeed  either  Monroe  or  Myself  in  the  Appointment  we  hold  at  pre- 
sent. Adieu  My  dear  sir,  I  shall  write  you  with  as  much  punctuality  as  I 
can:  but  the  Missing  of  a  single  Opportunity  or  two  you  must  not  at- 
tribute either  to  a  diminution  of  friendship,  or  a  disinclination  to  cor- 
respond. The  business  of  Congress  8c  some  Measures  which  I  am  tak- 
ing preparatory  to  settleing  myself  very  much  engross  me.  Once  more 
Adieu,  S  Hardy 

PS.  I  forgot  to  mention  that  Judge  Dandridge  is  dead  &  Tazwell  suc- 
ceeds him  on  the  bench. 

PS.  I  this  day  brought  on  the  question  of  Appointing  a  Minister  to 
the  Hague;3  merely  to  collect  the  sentiments  of  Congress  relative  to 
foreign  appointments  in  general.  The  views  of  Gentlemen  on  this  sub- 
ject appear  various  indeed.  Some  are  for  having  Ministers  plenipoten- 
tiary at  the  several  Courts  of  Europe.  Others  are  against  adding  to  the 
number  of  those  already  appointed.  Some  are  decided  on  the  propri- 
ety of  appointing  a  Secreatary  to  each  Minister  (as  a  Secretary  to  the 
Legation)  so  soon  as  they  become  fixed  at  the  different  Courts  where 
they  are  to  reside:  8c  others  are  averse  to  such  appointments  on  the 
ground  of  CEconomy  &  a  supposition  that  private  Secretaries  only  will 
be  sufficient.  With  an  Eye  to  this  particular  business  I  some  time  ago 
advocated  the  appointment  of  a  Secreatary  of  legation  to  the  Court  of 
London.  And  on  its  being  very  easily  carried  did  conceive  the  princi- 
ple so  well  established  that  my  surprize  was  great  at  the  Opposition  it 
has  now  indirectly  met  with.  But  whatever  may  be  the  System  I  shall 
act  for  you  as  under  similar  Circumstances  I  should  wish  you  to  do  for 
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myself:  I  shall  not  risque  a  nomination  without  a  pretty  good  ground 
of  success,  nor  shall  I  omit  any  Opportunity  that  appears  to  promise 
it.  Present  My  Most  friendly  regards  to  Mr  Jefferson,  8c  assure  him  that 
my  not  writing  him  arises  only  from  a  Conviction  that  he  has  from 
Monroe  every  information  which  I  could  give  him,  8c  that  too  numer- 
ous a  train  of  Correspondents  is  rather  a  source  of  Embarrasment 
than  pleasure.  S.  H. 

RC  (DLC:  William  Short  Papers). 

1  Hardy  had  been  absent  for  more  than  nine  weeks,  for  which  see  Hardy  to  Short, 
April  5,  note  2. 

-  Short  was  seeking  a  diplomatic  post,  but  became  Jefferson's  private  secretary  in 
September,  for  which  see  Jefferson,  Papers  (Boyd),  8:445,  454,  546-47,  593. 

:i  Charles  Thomson  did  not  record  Hardy's  introduction  of  this  "question"  in  the 
journals  for  this  day,  but  for  the  ongoing  debate  over  the  appointment  of  a  minister  to 
the  Netherlands,  see  James  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  April  12,  note  6. 


Charles  Thomson  to  John  Jay 

Sir  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  June  14th  1785. 

The  Letter  to  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  as  reported  has  been 
agreed  to.  I  enclose  a  Copy  that  you  may  have  a  draught  prepared.1  It 
is  the  pleasure  of  Congress  that  it  be  signed  by  the  President  and 
Counter  signed  by  you,  and  that  the  seal  of  the  United  States  should 
be  used  in  sealing  the  letter. 

With  great  respect  &c,  C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  For  the  enclosed  letter  adopted  by  Congress  this  day  in  response  to  Louis  XVTs  an- 
nouncement of  "the  birth  of  a  son,  the  Duke  of  Normandy,"  seeJCC,  28:457-58. 


William  Grayson  to  William  Short 

Dear  Sir  New  York  June  15th.  1785. 

Your  favor  by  the  packett  has  been  duly  recieved  for  which  I  am 
much  obliged  to  you,  and  I  make  use  of  this  opportunity  by  Mr. 
Mazzei  to  answer  it. 

I  arrived  at  this  place  early  in  March,  since  which  nothing  of  any 
great  importance  has  taken  effect  except  the  land  ordinance  which  is 
herewith  inclosed.  A  difference  of  sentiment  between  the  Eastern  8c 
Southern  part  of  the  Continent  8c  an  imaginary  difference  of  interests 
has  made  the  Ordinance  less  perfect  than  it  might  have  been.  Con- 
gress are  about  directing  a  treaty  to  be  held  with  the  Western  Indians 
at  Post  Vincent  on  the  Wabash  this  summer  for  extinguishing  their 
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rights  to  the  territory  between  the  Miami  &  Missisippi;  should  this  be 
effected,  I  expect  the  Ordinance  will  be  made  to  apply  to  that  coun- 
try, immediately  as  the  paying  the  domestic  debt  in  this  way  seems  to 
be  an  object  which  every  one  has  very  much  at  heart.  Indeed  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  measure  is  glaring,  for  while  the  Taxes  continue  high,  we 
shall  have  no  emigrants  from  beyond  seas,  &  the  want  of  inhabitants  is 
perhaps  our  only  calamity.  A  very  considerable  part  of  No.  Carolina 
has  revolted;  They  have  assumed  the  powers  of  governmt.  &  a  Capt. 
Cocke  was  here  the  other  day  with  authority  from  them  to  solicit  ad- 
mission.1 Georgia  has  laid  off  a  county  on  the  Missisippi  called  Bour- 
bon &  settlers  are  gathering  fast  about  the  Natches.2 

There  is  a  report  that  the  province  of  Maine  begin  to  make 
speeches  respecting  independance;  Vermont  remains  as  it  did  when 
you  left  this. 

Inclosed  is  the  report  of  a  Commee.  for  altering  the  9th  article  of 
the  confederation.3  8  States  will  be  for  it,  but  whether  or  not  it  will 
suit  the  5  Southern  States,  is  a  point  very  questionable:  perhaps  some 
modification  may  be  found  out  that  will  make  it  palatable.  As  the 
sending  this  report  is  against  rule,  I  hope  you  will  take  good  care  that 
it  is  not  made  public  indeed  I  think  it  would  be  best  to  keep  it  a  se- 
cret. It  seems  to  be  a  doubt  in  Congress  whether  the  instructions  to 
the  Commrs.  ought  not  to  be  changed.  The  principle  of  making 
treaties  &  granting  to  all  the  right  of  the  most  favored  nations,  begins 
to  be  disputed.  This  though  entre  nouz,  &  what  I  would  not  chuse 
should  be  mentioned  to  any  one.4 

Congress  have  had  two  ineffectual  tryals  for  the  election  of  a  Minis- 
ter to  the  Hague  vice  John  Adams — Rutledge  of  So.  Carolina,  Gover- 
nor Livingston  8c  R.  H.  Harrison  of  Maryland  the  persons  nominated. 

As  the  Dutch  Minister  grows  uneasy  I  think  that  Rutledge  will  be 
elected  very  soon,  &  in  all  probability  to-day.5 

Don  diego  de  Gardoqui,  charge  des  affaires  from  the  Court  of 
Spain  is  arrived  at  Philada.6 — &  is  expected  here  every  day;  what  are 
the  objects  of  his  mission,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  determine. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  the  subscriptions  to  the  Potow- 
mac  Co.  goes  on  well:  At  a  meeting  the  other  day,  it  was  found  that 
forty  three  thousand  pounds  were  subscribed:  They  are  therefore  by 
the  Act  established  a  Company.  Genl.  Washington  is  elected  President 
&  there  is  a  good  prospect  of  success.7  I  imagine  you  must  have  heard 
before  this,  that  an  American  vessel  had  arrived  here  in  four  months 
from  Canton  in  China  laden  with  the  manufactures  of  that  Country: 
&  that  our  countrymen  at  that  place  had  as  much  respect  8c  civility 
shewn  them  as  those  of  any  other  nation.  The  opinion  here  is  that  this 
trade  can  be  carried  on  to  great  advantage. 

I  remain  yr.  Affec.  frd  &  most  Obed  Serv,      Willm.  Grayson. 

[P.S.]  I  inclose  also  the  journals  of  Congress.  W.G. 


June  15, 1785  457 

RC  (PHi:  Dreer  Members  of  Congress  Collection). 

1  See  Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  to  Richard  Caswell,  June  5,  note  1. 

2  See  James  Monroe  to  James  Madison,  July  12,  note  2. 

3  See  James  Monroe  to  James  Madison,  December  18,  1784,  note  6. 

4  See  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  April  12,  note  5. 

5  See  ibid.,  note  6. 

6  See  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  John  Adams,  May  28,  note  2. 

7  See  Washington,  Papers.  (Abbot),  Confederation  Series,  2:562-67. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Moses  Gill 

My  dear  Sir,  New  York,  15th  June,  1785. 

Some  time  since,  I  was  honor'd  with  your  address  of  the  5th  ultimo; 
And  agreeably  to  your  request,  I  have  procured  the  money  of  the 
Prest.  of  Congress  (a  few  days  since)  upon  your  bill,  being  the  sum  of 
nine  pounds  18/3,  Masstts.  cury.,1  and  for  which  I  consider  myself  Ac- 
countable to  you. 

I  have  lately  seen  a  list  of  the  Govr.,  Lt.  Govr.  &  Counsellors  of 
Masstts.,  8c  I  think  you  can't  but  be  happy  in  your  new  political  con- 
nexions; and  be  assured  I  wish  you  every  other  happiness. 

Please  to  make  my  respectful  compliments  to  your  lady. 

I  remain,  with  perfect  consideration  8c  respect,  your  friend  8c  hum- 
ble servant 

FC  (MHi:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  There  is  no  mention  of  this  transaction  in  the  journals  or  papers  of  Congress. 


New  York  and  Massachusetts  Agents 
to  Samuel  Johnston 

Sir,  New  York  15th  June  1785 

We  hope  the  notification  of  your  appointment  as  one  of  the  Judges 
in  a  controversy  between  the  states  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York 
transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  Congress  will  have  been  received  be- 
fore this  reaches  you.1 

The  magnitude  of  the  interest  to  be  decided  upon  makes  it  the  wish 
of  both  states  that  the  determination  may  be  had  by  a  full  court  and 
not  a  bare  quorum. 

A  federal  court  is  the  only  mode  of  decision  on  questions  of  territo- 
rial rights  between  the  states  and  should  gentlemen  of  the  first  abili- 
ties and  the  mutual  choice  of  the  contending  states  decline  the  ap- 
pointment this  institution  however  beautiful  in  theory  will  sink  into 
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disrespert  and  become  incapable  of  yielding  those  advantages  to  the 
confederacy  which  have  been  expected. 

Impressed  with  these  sentiments  we  solicit  your  attendance  as  one 
of  our  Judges  at  the  time  and  place  mentioned  in  the  official  commu- 
nication of  the  Secretary  of  Congress. 

Although  we  consider  the  pecuniary  compensation  as  the  least  in- 
ducement to  your  attendance,  yet  we  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  it 
shall  be  such  as  will  give  the  most  entire  satisfaction. 

With  the  highest  consideration  we  have  the  honor  of  being,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servants, 

Jas.  Duane  ^     Agents  E.  Gerry        \        Agents 

John  Jay.  >        for  S.  Holten       /  for 

Walter  Livingston  )  New  York  Rufus  King  )  Massachusetts 

RC  (NcU:  Hayes  Plantation  microfilm).  In  a  clerical  hand  and  signed  by  Duane,  Jay, 
and  Livingston  and  Gerry,  Holten,  and  King. 

1  See  Charles  Thomson  to  William  Fleming,  et  al.,  June  9. 


David  Ramsay  to  Thomas  Jefferson 

Sir,  New-York  June  15th  1785 

Presuming  on  a  slight  acquaintance  with  your  excellency  in  the  year 
1782  or  1783  in  Philada.  by  the  introduction  of  our  common  friend 
Mr  Madison  I  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  a  part  of  a  work  which  is  now 
in  the  press  written  by  myself  and  entitled  the  "History  of  the  revolu- 
tion of  South  Carolina  from  a  British  Province  to  an  Independent 
State."1  It  originated  when  I  was  in  confinement  in  Augustine  in  the 
year  1781  and  has  employed  my  leisure  hours  ever  since.  I  am  print- 
ing it  at  my  own  risque  8c  expence  &  have  already  advanced  above 
fourteen  hundred  dollars  for  it.  When  completed  it  will  consist  of  two 
volumes  &  will  contain  over  and  above  the  civil  police  of  South  Car- 
olina the  whole  of  the  Military  operations  in  Georgia  &  both  Caroli- 
nas  &  also  the  reduction  of  Lord  Cornwallis  in  Virginia.  The  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  &  of  the  contents  of  the  second  volume  is  great,  8c 
may  perhaps  excite  the  public  attention.  Your  Excellency  knows  the  in- 
fant state  of  literature  in  the  United  States  8c  the  risque  a  person  runs 
who  undertakes  a  work  of  this  kind  without  subscription.  I  have  from 
principles  of  delicacy  perhaps  excessive  avoided  this;  but  it  is  no  part  of 
my  plan  to  lose  by  my  publication.  It  has  cost  me  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  8c  a  great  deal  of  labor.  What  I  wish  upon  this  occasion  is  to 
concert  with  your  Excellency  the  best  plan  of  introducing  it  into 
France.  M.  De  Marbois  the  Consul  General  has  seen  a  great  part  of  it  & 
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approves  it  8c  had  it  not  been  for  an  accident  a  copy  of  what  is  printed 
would  have  gone  from  him  to  General  Chattelleaux  with  a  recommen- 
dation that  he  should  have  it  translated  &  published  in  France. 

I  would  thank  you  for  your  candid  advice  on  the  subject.  Would  it 
be  best  to  send  over  a  number  of  copies  in  English  8c  if  so  to  whose 
care  should  I  address  them?  Or  would  it  not  be  more  advisable  to  con- 
tract with  a  printer  &  translator  &  have  a  French  edition  of  it.  The 
French  nation  will  have  no  reason  to  dislike  it  as  it  contains  many 
things  to  their  credit  &  much  to  the  dishonor  of  the  British  on  the 
score  of  their  plunderings  8c  cruelties  in  South  Carolina,  all  of  which 
are  circumstantially  related.  If  you  think  that  a  translation  of  it  would 
be  well  received  I  would  be  obliged  to  you  for  engaging  on  my  part 
with  a  printer  &  a  Translator  so  as  to  give  us  all  an  interest  in  the  prof- 
its of  the  sale  on  equitable  conditions.  The  work  will  be  finished  in 
this  country  by  the  middle  of  August.  It  will  contain  about  700  pages 
octavo  8c  will  be  in  two  volumes.  If  it  should  be  translated  it  might  very 
well  be  comprised  in  one  volume  8c  several  local  matters  omitted  as 
uninteresting  to  foreigners.  I  send  you  by  this  conveyance  all  of  it  that 
is  printed  8c  the  successive  packets  shall  take  the  remainder  as  fast  as  it 
comes  out.  The  printer  does  about  forty  pages  a  week.  The  impor- 
tance of  the  materials  of  my  work,  the  circumstance  of  its  being  the 
first  of  its  kind  together  with  the  prepossession  the  public  will  have  for 
an  history  of  the  late  revolution  written  by  a  member  of  Congress  will 
introduce  it  notwithstanding  its  imperfections  under  favorable  cir- 
cumstances to  the  public.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  a  pirated  Euro- 
pean edition  might  not  only  defraud  me  of  my  just  rights  but  also  in- 
volve me  in  considerable  expence  as  that  could  be  afforded  much 
lower  than  an  American  copy.  I  therefore  propose  to  be  aforehand 
with  them,  8c  if  any  advantage  is  to  be  made  of  the  work  in  Europe  I 
think  myself  entitled  to  it  preferably  to  a  piratical  printer. 

I  submit  the  whole  matter  to  Your  Excellency.  If  you  think  any  ad- 
vantage would  arise  from  a  French  edition  I  will  be  obliged  to  you  to 
set  forward  the  work  so  as  that  it  may  appear  soon  after  the  American 
edition  which  would  perhaps  check  piratical  adventurers.  If  you  think 
it  would  not  answer  I  shall  be  contented.  At  all  events  whatsoever  en- 
gagements, you  make  on  my  behalf  shall  be  faithfully  executed  by  me 
&  you  shall  receive  my  most  grateful  acknowledgements.  I  am  sorry 
for  the  trouble  I  propose  to  your  Excellency  but  hope  you  will  forgive 
it  as  I  could  not  with  propriety  apply  to  any  other  person.2  I  am  again 
in  Congress  for  this  year  8c  shall  receive  any  answer  with  which  you 
may  honor  this  letter  in  the  city  of  New-York.  With  the  most  exalted 
sentiments  of  esteem  for  your  public  8c  private  character  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  your  Excellences  most  obedient  servant, 

David  Ramsay 
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RC  (DLC: Jefferson  Papers). 

1  For  which  see  Ramsay  to  the  marquis  tie  Barbe-Marbois,  June  7,  1785,  note  1. 

2  For  Jefferson's  reply  to  this  and  Ramsay's  letters  of  July  13  and  August  8,  see  Jeffer- 
son, Papers  (Boyd),  8:457-8,  629. 


Samuel  Holten  to  James  Bowdoin 

Sir,  New  York,  16th  June,  1785. 

The  enclosed  application  to  Congress  came  to  hand  yesterday,  it 
produced  no  determination,  but  was  delivered  to  the  delegates  of 
Masstts.;1  &  it  has  been  thought  adviseable  by  them;  that  your  Excel- 
lency &  the  Honorable  court  should  be  made  acquainted  therewith;  & 
for  that  purpose  I  have  forwarded  the  same. 

With  the  most  perfect  consideration  &  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant,  S.  Holten 

RC  (PHi:  Gratz  Collection). 

1  The  enclosed  "application"  has  not  been  identified. 


James  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson 

Dear  Sir  New  York  June  16.  1785. 

By  Colo.  Smith  Secry.  to  the  London  Legation  I  wrote  you  in  April 
last  very  fully  upon  our  transactions  previous  to  that  date.1  I  also  en- 
clos'd  you  the  journals  that  were  then  printed  with  the  copy  of  a  report 
upon  the  first  paragraph  of  the  9th  of  the  articles  of  Confideration 
proposing  a  change  in  it  and  the  absolute  investment  of  the  U.  S.  with 
the  controul  of  commerce.  I  now  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  journals  as 
well  those  sent  by  Colo.  Smith,  as  those  since  printed,  likewise  an  ordi- 
nance for  surveying  and  disposing  of  the  lands  beyond  the  Ohio.  Un- 
fortunately I  have  not  been  able  to  command  my  cypher  from  Virga. 
so  that  yr.  communications  in  the  last  &  preceding  letters,  have  been 
hid  from  my  view.2  I  left  it  with  Mr.  Jones  who  hath  plac'd  it  among  his 
papers  but  where  he  knows  not.  He  promises  to  search  agn.  on  his  re- 
turn home  which  will  be  shortly.  I  hope  to  receive  the  one  by  young 
Mr.  Adams  wh.  will  terminate  the  difficulty.  The  report  upon  the  9th 
article  hath  not  been  taken  up.  The  importance  of  the  subject  &  the 
deep  and  radical  change  it  will  create  in  the  bond  of  the  union,  to- 
gether with  the  conviction  that  something  must  be  done,  seems  to  cre- 
ate an  aversion  or  rather  a  fear  of  acting  on  it.3  If  the  report  shod,  ulti- 
mately be  adopted  it  will  certainly  form  the  most  permanent  & 
powerful  principle  in  the  confideration.  At  present  the  alliance  is  little 


June  16,  1785  461 

more  than  an  offensive  and  defensive  one,  and  if  the  right  to  raise 
troops  at  pleasure  is  denied,  merely  a  defensive  one.  The  political 
ceconomy  of  each  State  is  intirely  within  its  own  direction  and  to  carry 
into  effect  its  regulations  with  other  powers  to  attain  any  substantial 
ends  to  the  State  they  must  apply  as  well  to  the  States  of  the  union  as 
other  powers — and  such  a  course  as  this  will  produce  very  mis- 
chievous effects.  On  the  other  hand  the  effect  of  this  report  will  be  to 
put  the  commercial  ceconomy  of  every  state  intirely  under  the  hands 
of  the  Union.  The  measures  necessary  to  obtain  the  carrying  trade,  to 
encourage  domestic  by  a  tax  on  foreign  industry,  or  any  other  ends 
which  in  the  changes  of  things  become  necessary  will  depend  intirely 
on  the  union.  In  short,  you  will  perceive  that  this  will  give  the  union 
an  authority  upon  the  States  respectively  which  will  last  with  it  &  hold 
it  together  in  its  present  form  longer  than  any  principle  it  now  con- 
tains will  effect.  I  think  the  expedience  in  a  great  degree  of  the  mea- 
sure turns  on  one  point  (especially  to  the  southern  States)  whether 
the  obtainmt.  of  the  carrying  trade  and  the  extention  of  our  national 
resources  is  an  object.  And  this  depends  entirely  upon  the  prospect  of 
our  connection  with  other  powers;  if  like  the  empire  of  China  we  were 
seperated  and  perfectly  independent  of  them  it  might  perhaps  be  un- 
necessary: but  even  in  that  event  a  question  arises  wh.  may  be  of  con- 
sequence, "whether  the  giving  our  own  citizens  a  share  in  the  carrying 
trade  will  not  otherwise  be  advantageous  to  them  than  as  it  obtains 
the  particular  object  wh.  the  regulations  necessary  to  effect  it  have  in 
view;  whether  it  will  not  in  effect  encrease  the  value  of  land,  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants,  the  proportion  of  circulating  medium,  and  be  the 
foundation  upon  which  all  those  regulations  which  are  necessary  to 
turn  what  is  call'd  'the  balance  of  trade'  in  our  favor,  must  be  form'd." 
A  preference  to  our  own  citizens  is  the  foundation  of  the  carrying 
trade  and  upon  it  I  suspect  will  depend  all  these  consequences.  Yet  an 
opinion  seems  to  be  entertain 'd  by  the  late  commercl.  writers  and  par- 
ticularly a  Mr.  Smith  on  the  wealth  of  nations  that  the  doctrine  of  the 
balance  of  trade  is  a  chimera  in  pursuit  of  wh.  G.  B.  hath  expos'd  her- 
self to  great  injury.  If  it  shod,  be  found  that  the  carrying  trade  was 
only  useful  as  it  ad[d]ed  to  the  national  strength  8c  it  of  no  great  con- 
sequence, I  shod,  suspect  that  the  apprehensitions  already  entertain'd 
and  which  will  no  doubt  form  great  embarrassment  to  the  passage  of 
this  or  any  such  measure,  should  have  great  weight — "that  the  pursuit 
of  this  object  will  put  it  in  the  power  of  those  States  more  immediately 
interested  in  it,  to  carry  the  regulations  further  than  the  attainment  of 
it  may  make  necessary,  so  as  to  give  them  advantages  that  will  be  al- 
most exclusive  and  operate  essentially  to  our  prejudice:  so  as  to  lessen 
the  price  of  our  produce,  discourage  its  cultivation  and  throw  the 
monopoly  in  the  purchase  principally  in  their  favor."  Whether  this 
under  the  report  will  probably  be  the  case  or  possibly  is  doubtful:  the 
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regulation  of  the  fishery  is  as  much  under  our  controul,  even  without 
the  bounds  of  the  States,  as  the  tobo.  of  Virga.,  and  all  the  states  have 
produce,  so  that  I  am  inclin'd  to  hope  that  the  productions  of  the 
south,  though  disproportionate  to  that  of  the  East,  wod.  not  induce, 
more  especially  as  the  revenue  accrues  to  the  State,  and  not  the 
Union,  any  unequal  restrictions.  The  subject  [is]  of  great  magnitude 
and  I  very  earnestly  wish  to  hear  from  you  on  it  before  it  obtains  its 
fate  and  this  I  am  persuaded  may  be  the  case  especially  if  the  letter  by 
Colo.  Smith  obtain'd  a  ready  conveyance.  I  inform'd  you  in  my  letter 
by  Mr.  Smith  that  a  Committe  was  appointed  to  revise  the  instructions 
subsisting  to  our  commissrs.  authoriz'd  to  form  commercl.  treaties 
and  report  what  alterations  if  any  were  necessary.  This  Committee 
hath  reported  and  repeal'd  the  two  first  articles.  I  think  it  will  be 
adopted.  As  I  have  no  cypher  I  cannot  risque  anything  upon  this  head 
further  than  to  observe  that  the  letter  I  allude  to  will  serve  to  give  you 
some  idea  of  the  alteration.  It  is  prefac'd  with  reasoning  upon  the 
propriety  of  the  alteration,  upon  which  it  is  form'd  and  of  course  if 
the  reasoning  is  illy  founded  the  superstructure  falls  to  the  ground.  I 
hope  the  whole  will  either  be  adopted  or  negativ'd,  for  it  will,  if 
adopted,  enable  our  ministers  to  investigate  the  truth  of  the  positions 
and  represent  them  to  us,  which  their  situation  enables  them  to  ef- 
fect.4 There  seems  in  Congress  an  earnest  disposition  to  wind  up  our 
affrs.  as  they  respect  foreign  nations,  exclude  their  interests  totally 
from  our  councils,  and  preserving  our  faith  with  the  utmost  punctual- 
ity with  those  to  whom  it  is  plighted  make  such  regulations  as  will  ef- 
fectually promote  our  interests.  Information  and  a  knowledge  in  what 
it  consists  are  the  only  points  in  which  they  are  defective.  I  have  never 
seen  a  body  of  men  collected  in  which  there  was  less  party,  for  there  is 
not  the  shadow  of  it  here;  I  think  there  will  be  no  adjournment  and  I 
sincerely  wish  there  may  not  be  for  I  fear  it  will  not  be  easy  to  collect 
men  from  the  States  with  more  upright  intentions.  That  you  may  have 
in  view  whatever  is  in  agitation  respecting  the  western  country,  to 
judge  of  the  system,  if  there  is  one,  I  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a  report 
now  before  Congress  wh.  comprehends  whatever  is  propos'd  to  be 
done  respecting  it,  for  the  present.5  Upon  the  report  of  the  Indian 
Commissrs.  the  matter  will  again  be  taken  up  and  then  it  will  be  deter- 
min'd  what  authority  Congress  will  exercise  over  the  people  who  may 
settle  within  the  bounds  of  either  of  the  new  States  previous  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  temporary  govt,  whether  they  will  leave  them  to 
themselves  or  appoint  majistrates  over  them.  I  think  the  enclos'd  re- 
port will  be  adopted:  it  hath  been  several  times  before  Congress  & 
each  time  there  were  8  states;  tomorrow  it  is  believd  there  will  be  9. 
The  plan  of  a  requisition  is  before  Congress.6  The  States  have  fail'd  es- 
sentially during  the  last  year  in  making  their  payments.  Virga.  hath 
pd.  I  believe  more  than  all  the  rest.  The  present  plan  is  the  pressure 
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of  the  requisition  of  8,000,000  as  was  that  of  the  last  year.  The  amt. 
necessary  for  the  current  year  abt.  3,000,000.  1.  for  the  interest  upon 
the  foreign  debt  8c  expences  of  govt.  &  2.  the  domestic  debt.  For  the 
latter  purpose  facilities  are  propos'd  to  be  admitted.  I  must  confess  I 
doubt  the  propriety  of  pressing  old  requisitions  &  think  it  wod.  be  bet- 
ter to  ascertain  what  had  been  pd.  by  the  several  States  upon  that  req- 
uisition, 8c  upon  the  apportionment  under  it,  what  claims  those  pay- 
ing most  had  on  the  others,  and  then  begin  anew  making  also  a  new 
apportionment;  this  wod.  be  more  simple  &  better  understood.  I  am 
also  rather  doubtful  of  the  propriety  of  doing  anything  whatever  in 
the  domestic  debt.  Several  of  the  States,  Pena.  in  particular  hath  ap- 
propriated her  money  to  her  own  citizens  only.  From  her  8c  the  other 
States,  taking  the  same  course,  we  shall  have  no  support.  It  appears 
then  better  to  recommend  it  to  the  States  to  take  on  themselves  the 
debts  of  the  U.  S.  to  their  citizens  respectively,  let  them  be  pd.  by  State 
operations  8c  then  after  liquidating  the  whole,  and  the  quota  of  each 
is  ascertain'd,  of  the  proportion  of  expences,  of  the  late  war,  let  the 
balance  which  either  shall  have  advanc'd  beyond  its  proportion  be 
paid  it  by  the  union.  This  is  a  new  idea  nor  do  I  know  that  I  shall  sug- 
gest it  further,  but  perhaps  may  hereafter  more  especially  if  it  shall  ap- 
pear founded  in  justice  and  expedience.  During  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress last  year  No.  Carolina  made  a  cession  of  territory  to  the  U.  S. 
authorizing  her  Delegates  to  make  the  deed.  Before  Congress  con- 
ven'd  she  repeal'd  it.  Lately  a  motion  was  made  8c  a  report  upon  it  ac- 
cepting the  cession  supposing  the  acceptance  conclusive  on  the 
State.7  I  was  surpris'd  to  find  it  had  so  many  advocates,  there  being  six 
States  in  favor  of  it.  I  suspected  it  wod.  have  again  been  taken  up  but 
was  agreeably  disappointed.  The  act  gave  Congress  a  year  to  accept  it 
in  8c  uses  the  term  at  the  end  of  it  "provided  it  shall  not  be  accepted 
within  that  term  it  shall  revert  to  the  State."  Yet  I  wod.  not  conceive  it 
obligatory  on  the  State  untill  accepted  by  U.  S.  and  of  course  untill 
that  event  within  the  controul  of  the  State.  The  people  within  the  said 
territory  had  seperated  themselves  from  the  State  &  declar'd  them- 
selves an  independent  state  under  the  name  of  Franklin;  their  agent 
was  also  here  at  the  time  upon  that  subject.8  He  reed,  no  countenance 
whatever,  and  all  that  was  done  relative  to  it  was  to  renew  the  recom- 
mendation to  the  State  to  make  a  2d  cession.  It  is  in  contemplation  to 
send  a  committee  to  No.  Carolina  and  Georgia  upon  the  subject  of 
western  land  &  of  finance  to  press  their  attention  to  those  subjects.9 
But  of  this  as  well  as  of  the  other  objects  to  which  their  attention  may 
be  turn'd  I  will  write  you  more  fully  in  my  next.  The  great  points 
which  will  be  before  the  Union  as  well  in  those  lines  as  that  of  com- 
merce will  perhaps  have  taken  their  ultimate  direction  here  in  a  few 
months  or  in  the  course  of  the  year  and  then  the  several  legislatures 
will  be  the  theatre  of  investigation.  Committees  of  Congress  may  per- 
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haps  expedite  their  passage.  I  shod,  not  have  wrote  thus  freely  without 
the  cover  of  a  cypher  but  from  the  confidence  I  repose  in  Mr.  Mazzai. 
He  will  deliver  it  to  you  personally.  He  hath  been  here  about  a  fort- 
night and  sails  today  in  the  packet.  I  have  been  much  concern'd  for 
an  accident  which  happen'd  to  him  here.  While  with  us  one  evening 
his  room  was  forc'd  open  &  his  trunk  with  papers  &  money  taken  out. 
He  recovd.  every  thing  except  abt.  40  guineas.  As  my  colleagues  write 
Mr.  Short  I  must  beg  his  excuse  for  the  present.  I  hope  he  is  well.  I  am 
with  great  respect  &  esteem  yr.  affec.  friend  &  servt., 

Jas.  Monroe 

RC  (DLC:  Monroe  Papers). 

1  See  Monroe  to  Jefferson,  April  12. 

2  That  is,  Jefferson's  letters  of  February  6,  March  18,  and  April  15,  for  which  see  Jef- 
ferson, Papers  (Boyd),  7:637-40,  8:42-44,  89-90. 

3  For  which  see  Monroe  to  Jefferson,  April  12,  note  4. 

4  Ibid.,  note  5. 

5  For  this  March  14  report,  see  ibid.,  note  1 1. 

6  On  June  13  Congress  had  revived  the  grand  committee  on  the  requisition  referring 
to  it  their  recommitted  report  of  April  14  and  the  Board  of  Treasury's  June  7  report,  for 
which  see/CC,  28:264-67,  443-52,  457n. 

7  See  Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  to  Richard  Caswell,  June  5,  note  2. 
H  Ibid.,  note  1. 
9  No  proposal  to  this  effect  is  on  the  journals. 


Charles  Thomson  to  William  Denning 

Sir  Office  of  Secry  of  Congress,  June  16.  1785 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  having  been  pleased  to 
refer  to  you  Mr.  Hays  application  respecting  the  mode  of  settling  his 
account,1  I  enclose  you  his  memorial  on  that  subject  and  am,  Sr.  &c, 

C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "The  Comr.  for  settling  the  Accots.  in  the  quar- 
ter master's  departmt." 

1  A  May  16  memorial  from  Udny  Hay,  representing  that  he  was  "Entided  to  all  the 
Priviledges  and  Emoluments  of  a  retiring  Lieutenant  Colonel,"  is  in  PCC,  item  41, 
4:289-91.  For  the  committee  report  on  Hay's  claims  and  their  ultimate  setdement  in 
July  1788,  see/CC,  28:401,  29:652-53,  34:350. 


Charles  Thomson  to  the  Indian  Commissioners 

Gentlemen,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  June  16th.  1785 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  you  an  Act  passed  yesterday  by  the 

United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  by  which  I  flatter  myself  you  will 
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be  able  to  accomplish  their  views  in  the  proposed  treaty  with  the  west- 
ern Indians.1 

I  am  Gentlemen,  Your  most  obedt.  &  Most  huml  servt.,  C.T. 

LB(DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "The  Honorable  The  Commissioners  for  Indian 
Affairs  in  the  Northern  8c  middle  Depts." 

1  By  terms  of  the  enclosed  June  15  resolve,  Congress  had  authorized  the  expenditure 
of  an  additional  $3,000  for  the  purchase  of  goods  for  gifts  to  the  Indians  in  forthcom- 
ing negotiations  with  tribes  in  the  middle  and  northern  departments.  See  JC.C, 
28:459-62. 


Charles  Thomson  to  John  Jay 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  June  16th.  1785 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  United  States  in  Congress 
Assembled  have  upon  reconsideration,  been  pleased  to  discharge  me 
of  their  order  for  printing  Mr  Shaws  Letter,  and  have  referred  to  you 
so  much  only  of  the  report  on  his  Letter,  as  respects  the  "informing 
Mr  Shaw  that  Congress  feel  a  peculiar  satisfaction  in  the  successful 
issue  of  this  first  effort  of  the  Citizens  of  America  to  establish  a  direct 
trade  with  China  which  does  so  much  honor  to  its  undertakers  and 
Conductors."1 

I  therefore  enclose  Mr  Shaws  Letter  and  return  to  you  the  two 
pieces  of  Silk  which  accompanied  it. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  Dr  Sir,  Your  Most  obet.  &  Most  hum  servt. 

Cha  Thomson 

RC  (DNA:  PCC,  item  55). 

1  Samuel  Shaw  had  sent  Jay  an  account  of  his  historic  voyage  to  Canton  in  the  Empress 
of  China,  which  had  been  sent  to  Congress  by  Jay  on  May  30  and  referred  to  committee. 
The  committee  recommended  on  June  9  that  "so  much  of  Mr.  Shaw's  letter  as  respects 
the  voyage  to  and  from  Canton  be  published"  and  that  Jay  should  inform  Shaw  of  the 
"peculiar  satisfaction"  Congress  felt  upon  the  occasion,  but  on  June  15  Congress  re- 
jected the  former  recommendation  leaving  Jay  only  to  signify  their  approval  of  Shaw's 
undertaking.  See  JCC,  28:407n,  442-43,  463n;  and  PCC,  item  80,  1:197,  item  120, 
1:281-89. 


Rufus  King  to  Timothy  Pickering 

Dear  Sir  New  York  17th  June  1 785 

Whether  Mr.  Hillegas  will  come  on  to  this  city  is  yet  uncertain,  but 
must  be  determined  very  soon.  He  will  reside  here,  or  go  out  of  of- 
fice. '  Should  the  latter  event  happen,  I  do  assure  you  that  my  duty 
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would  not  be  more  faithfully  discharged  in  the  appointment  of  a  suc- 
cessor to  Mr.  Hillegas  than  by  aiding  your  election. 

An  opinion  which  previous  to  the  receit  yours  by  Doct.  Craigie,  I 
had  given  touching  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hillegas,  had  drawn  upon  me 
the  imputation  of  wishing  him  a  successor,  and  at  this  time  prevents 
my  sounding  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  on  your  subject.  But  should 
Mr.  Hilllegas  resign  or  be  dismissed,  I  shall  be  at  liberty  to  pursue  my 
wishes  and  your  interest. 

Doct.  Cockran  of  this  City,  I  believe  has  in  view  this  appointment; 
who,  if  any  person,  will  support  his  pretensions  I  am  uninformed. 

Believe  me  Sir  with  great  esteem  your  obedient  servant, 

Rufus  King 

RC  (MHi:  Pickering  Papers). 

1  The  failure  of  Michael  Hillegas,  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  to  move  his  of- 
fice from  Philadelphia  had  long  inconvenienced  other  Continental  officials,  particu- 
larly the  treasury  commissioners,  who  had  repeatedly  urged  the  necessity  of  his  removal 
to  join  the  other  Continental  offices  in  New  York.  Hillegas'  obvious  competence  and 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  effective  and  reliable  civil  servants  had  previously  led  Con- 
gress to  acquiesce  in  his  pleas  for  more  time  to  settle  his  "private  affairs"  before  moving, 
and  this  muddle  was  allowed  to  persist  through  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1785.  Hav- 
ing failed  in  April  to  effect  Hillegas'  removal  to  New  York,  exasperated  treasury  com- 
missioners Walter  Livingston  and  Samuel  Osgood  sent  another  appeal  to  Congress  on 
June  3,  which  was  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  King,  Samuel  Holten,  and 
Charles  Pettit.  King's  report,  read  in  Congress  June  20,  recommended  Hillegas'  resigna- 
tion, but  it  was  simply  filed  and  the  matter  was  allowed  to  drag  on.  Another  attempt  by 
Livingston  and  Osgood  in  August  had  a  similar  result,  but  Congress'  patience  was  even- 
tually rewarded  in  October  when  Hillegas  finally  set  up  office  in  New  York,  ultimately 
retaining  his  position  as  treasurer  until  1789.  The  story  can  be  traced  in  documents  in 
PCC,  item  78,  12:395-402,  423-25,  item  140,  2:41-43,  item  141,  1:361-66;  JCC,  28:318n, 
353,  426-27,  469,  29:499n,  65 In;  and  Charles  Thomson  to  Hillegas,  August  5,  1785. 

King  is  here  responding  to  Pickering's  letter  to  him  of  June  9,  soliciting  the  trea- 
surer's office  "if  such  a  vacancy  should  happen,"  which  is  in  the  King  Papers,  NHi.  Pick- 
ering's June  19  reply  is  also  in  the  King  Papers. 


Samuel  Holten  to  William  Hoskins 

Sir  New  York,  18th  June,  1785. 

I  have  been  favor'd  with  your  kind  &:  polite  attention  of  the  8th  in- 
stant &  feel  myself  under  obligations. 

Govr.  Hancock  &  his  Lady's  remembrance  of  me,  I  consider  as  one 
of  the  first  favors,  &  what  add  to  it,  is,  the  polite  manner  in  which  you 
communicated  the  same. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  I  wrote  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Os- 
good upon  the  subject  of  Mr.  Hillegas's  affair,1  since  which  I  have  con- 
versed with  him,  &  find  that  nothing  has  been  done  since  you  left  us, 
as  Mr.  Hillegas  has  not  returned  to  this  city,  nor  had  I  reason  to  think 
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from  what  Mr.  Osgood  said,  that  any  thing  would  be  done  to  answer 
the  purpose,  untill  Mr.  Hillegas's  accounts  were  settled,  &  that  I  con- 
sider as  uncertain,  it  may  be  in  a  short  time,  &  it  may  not  be  this  num- 
ber of  years:  I  told  Mr.  Osgood  my  opinion  freely  upon  the  matter, 
which  was,  that  if  the  note  was  payable  to  me,  as  it  was  to  Mr.  Hancock 
I  should  put  it  in  suit,  however  I  think  it  may  be  adviseable  to  wait  un- 
till the  board  of  treasury  report  to  Congress  upon  the  subject.2  Your 
polite  acknowledgments  of  favors  rec'd  from  me,  I  consider  as  the  nat- 
ural products  of  a  mind  like  yours;  &  please  to  be  assured  that  it  will 
always  give  me  pleasure  to  render  you  services. 
I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 

FC  (MHi:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  The  following  draft  of  this  letter  is  in  the  Holten  Papers,  MHi. 

"Dr.  Holten  presents  his  compliments  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Osgood,  &  requests  to  be 
informed  (not  officially)  whither  any  thing  has  been  done  by  the  board  of  treasury,  re- 
specting an  application  to  Congress,  by  Mr.  Hilligass,  relating  to  a  note  of  hand  given  by 
him  to  Mr.  Hancock,  which  was  referred  to  your  board." 

2  No  additional  information  on  this  case  has  been  discovered.  It  appears  to  be  unre- 
lated to  the  memorial  Hoskins  submitted  to  Congress  on  May  12  concerning  his  ac- 
counts as  issuing  commissary  in  1776—79  under  the  late  commissary  general  Joseph 
Trumbull,  which  the  board  of  treasury  reported  against  November  16,  1785.  See  PCC, 
item  42,  2:479-85; /CC,  28:361n,  29:892,  30:37-38;  and  these  Letters,  11:63,  160. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Thomas  Lee  Shippen 

My  dear  Nephew,  New  York  June  20.  1785 

If  you  should  not  have  shipped  my  Chair  for  this  place  before  you 
receive  this  letter  I  beg  you  not  to  remove  it  from  Philadelphia  until 
you  hear  further  from  me.  My  former  illness  has  returned  upon  me 
with  such  increased  violence,  that  unless  a  change  soon  takes  place  I 
must  either  quit  this  City  &  business  for  change  of  air  and  quiet,  or 
else  certainly  deposit  my  remains  here.1  My  love  to  all  with  you  &  to 
yourself  sincerely.  Richard  Henry  Lee 

RC  (DLC:  Shippen  Family  Papers). 

1  Two  days  later,  however,  Lee  was  able  to  report  that  "When  I  wrote  you  last  Monday, 
I  had  been  under  so  severe  an  affliction  by  the  Gouty  matter  attacking  my  Bowels  for 
some  days,  that  I  was  quickly  reduced  very  low — So  that  if  a  change  had  not  taken  place, 
the  consequences  would  certainlv  have  been  very  bad — I  am  happy  however  now  to  in- 
form you  that  a  change  has  taken  place  so  much  for  the  better  as  to  render  it  not  neces- 
sary for  you  to  postpone  the  sending  of  my  Chair  here  to  me  by  water. . .  .  Give  my  love 
to  yr  worthy  father  &  tell  him  that  it  was  forgetfulness  altogether  that  occasioned  me  to 
omit  returning  by  Mr.  [Joseph]  Harrison  the  Money  that  he  was  so  kind  as  to  advance  to 
the  Servant,  but  it  shall  be  done  by  the  next  opportunity."  Shippen  Family  Papers,  DLC. 
Lee,  Letters  (Ballagh),  2:374-75. 
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Charles  Thomson  to  John  Brown 

Sir,  Office  of  Secy,  of  Congress,  20  June  1785 

On  the  17  of  March  last  I  wrote  to  inform  you  that  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled  had  been  pleased  to  elect  you  one  of  the 
Commissioners  for  carrying  into  execution  the  purposes  mentioned 
in  an  Act  of  the  20  Deer.  1784  and  an  Ordinance  passed  the  23  of  the 
same  Month,  copies  of  which  went  enclosed  in  my  letter.  On  the  21  of 
March  I  forwarded  a  duplicate.1 

Not  having  been  favoured  with  an  Answer,  I  am  to  conclude  that  by 
some  fatality  both  my  letters  have  miscarried.  I  therefore  enclose  a 
triplicate  of  the  Act  and  Ordinance  abovementioned  &  of  your  ap- 
pointment &  request  your  answer  with  all  convenient  Dispatch,  that  I 
may  make  report  to  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sr,  Yr.  most  Ob  &  M 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Endorsed:  "Mr  John  Brown.  5  July  declines." 

1  Neither  of  these  letters  has  been  found,  but  for  Brown's  appointment  as  a  commis- 
sioner to  lay  out  the  federal  capital  and  ultimate  refusal  to  accept  it,  see  Thomson  to 
Philemon  Dickinson  et  al.,  February  14,  note  2;  and  David  Howell  tojabez  Bowen.June 
24,  note  5. 


Charles  Thomson  to  William  Barber 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  June  21  [1785] 

In  my  letter  of  the  9th  I  informed  you  that  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled  had  been  pleased  to  empower  you  to  examine 
the  Accounts  of  such  Canadian  refugees  as  have  furnished  the  late 
Armies  of  these  states  with  any  sort  of  supplies  and  to  report  thereon. 
I  now  by  their  order  enclose  you  a  report  of  the  comptroller  on  cer- 
tain claims  of  James  Morrison  together  with  said  Morrison's  letter  and 
Accounts  and  the  Auditors  report  thereon.1 

I  am,  Sr,  Your  most  Obedt  8c  most  humble  Servt.2 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "Mr  William  Barber,  Comr.  for  settling  the  Ac- 
cots,  of  the  State  of  NY  with  the  US." 

1  For  Morrison's  claim  and  accounts,  see  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book,  February 
4-28,  1785,  note  24. 

a  This  day  Thomson  also  wrote  the  following  brief  letter  to  Jonathan  Burrall,  "Comr. 
for  settling  accots.  of  the  purchasg  commissary's  department."  "Pursuant  to  the  Order 
of  Congress  I  enclose  a  petition  of  Edward  Waters,  into  the  circumstance  of  which  you 
are  to  enquire  particularly  and  report  specially  thereon  to  Congress."  PCC,  item  18A, 
fol.  103. 

For  Congress'  response  to  Waters'  peution,  see/CC,  28:234n,  321n,  340,  469,  34:92n. 
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Charles  Thomson  to  the 
Indian  Affairs  Commissioners 

Gentlemen  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  June  21st.  1785 

As  Thomas  Kilbuck  and  John  Kilbuck,  two  of  the  Indian  youth  en- 
trusted to  the  care  of  Congress  in  1779  are  desirous  of  returning  to 
their  Native  Country,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have  by 
an  Act,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  Copy,  directed  Mr.  Morgan  to  com- 
mit them  to  you  or  any  one  of  you,  and  it  is  the  pleasure  of  Congress 
that  you  take  the  charge  of  reconducting  them  to  their  Country,  and 
causing  them  to  be  returned  to  the  tribe  of  which  they  are  Natives.1 

You  will  please  to  inform  the  family  of  G  White-eyes  that  Congress  have 
requested  Mr.  Morgan  to  continue  his  care  of  him  for  a  year  longer.2 
I  am,  Gentlemen,  Your  Most  obedient  &  Most  humble  Servt. 

CT^ 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  For  the  enclosed  resolve  directing  the  return  of  John  and  Thomas  Killbnck  to  their 
home,  see  JCC,  28:467-68;  and  the  following  entry.  In  1779  these  youths  had  been 
placed  under  the  care  of  George  Morgan  and  enrolled  at  the  College  of  New  Jersey  as 
part  of  Congress'  larger  policy  of  maintaining  the  neutrality  of  the  Delawares.  For  the 
context  of  this  decision  and  the  story  of  their  education  at  Princeton,  see  Clinton  A. 
Weslager,  The  Delaware  Indians.  A  History  (New  Brunswick,  N.J.:  Rutgers  University  Press, 
1972),  pp.  308-13;  and  Varnum  Lansing  Collins,  "Indian  Wards  at  Princeton,"  Princeton 
University  Bulletin  13  (1902):  101-6. 

*  See  JCC,  28:468. 

3  On  June  23,  Thomson  also  sent  the  commissioners  a  copy  of  a  June  18  letter  from 
John  Killbuck  thanking  Congress  for  his  education  "&  the  liberal  Supplies  of  Cloathing 
&  every  Necessary  during  the  six  Years  they  have  had  me  under  their  protection."  See 
PCC,  item  78,  13:613-15;  and  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book,  June  1-30,  note  1 1. 


Charles  Thomson  to  George  Morgan 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  June  21.1 785 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  20  May  respecting  the  Indian  youth 

under  your  care  I  enclose  you  an  Act  of  Congress  passed  yesterday,  a 

copy  of  which  I  have  sent  to  the  Commissioners,  for  negotiating  with 

the  Indians.1 

I  am,  Sr,  Your  humble  Servt. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  Morgan's  letter,  informing  Congress  ol  the  desire  of  John  and  Thomas  Killbuck  to 
return  to  their  tribal  home,  is  nut  in  the  PCC,  but  for  the  committee  report  and  con- 
gressional resolution  on  it,  recommending  that  the  youths  be  returned  to  their 
Delaware  tribe,  see  JCC,  28;  I  Hi- 1 1,  167-6K:  and  the  preceding  entry. 
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Charles  Thomson  to  Thomas  Johnson  et  al. 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress.  June  21.  1785 

The  Honble.  John  Rutledge,  Robert  Hanson  Harrison  and  William 
Grayson  having  declined  their  appointment  to  sit  in  the  federal  court 
for  the  trial  of  a  controversy  between  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and 
New  York,1  the  Agents  for  the  said  states  have  met  and  by  joint  con- 
sent have  agreed  upon  the  Honble.  Samuel  Johnson  of  North-Car- 
olina, the  Honble.  William  Fleming  of  Virginia  and  the  Honble.  John 
Sitgreaves  of  North  Carolina  in  the  room  of  those  three  who  have  de- 
clined.2 It  is  further  agreed  that  the  court  shall  meet  at  the  city  of 
Williamsburg  in  the  State  of  Virginia  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  Novem- 
ber next.3  As  soon  as  the  acceptance  of  the  gentlemen  last  appointed 
shall  be  known  a  commission  will  be  made  out  in  due  form  constitut- 
ing a  court  to  hear  &  determine  the  controversy  aforesaid  according 
to  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  Your  Most  Obedt  & 
Most  humble  Servt. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  'The  honble  Thomas  Johnson,  George  Wythe, 
George  Reed  [Read],  James  Monroe,  Isaac  Smith,  William  Patterson  [Paterson]." 

1  See  Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents  to  James  Monroe,  December  28,  1784,  note  3. 

2  See  Thomson  to  Fleming,  Johnston,  and  Sitgreaves,  June  9. 

3  For  this  postponement  of  the  court  at  Williamsburg,  originally  scheduled  to  con- 
vene "the  first  Tuesday  of  June,"  see  JCC,  28:440-41. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Robert  Morris 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  June  21.  1785 

Inclosed  you  have  the  Act  passed  yesterday  by  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled.1  I  have  only  to  add  that  they  have  this  day  resolved 
that  the  administration  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  treasury  and  the 
Accounts  thereof  be  examined  and  adjusted  annually  in  the  manner  di- 
rected for  the  investigation  and  adjustment  of  the  accounts  of  the  trea- 
sury under  the  administration  of  the  late  Superintendant  of  finance.2 
I  am  with  sincere  Esteem,  Your  obedt  humble  Servt.3 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  For  this  "Act"  authorizing  the  appointment  of  commissioners  "to  enquire  into  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  public  Monies,  during  the  Administration  of  the  late  Su- 
perintendant of  finance,"  see  JCC,  28:468. 

2  For  the  effort  this  day  to  amend  the  preceding  day's  resolve  for  enquiring  into  Mor- 
ris' administration  as  superintendent  of  finance,  which  resulted  in  the  compromise  to 
hold  similar  enquiries  into  the  administration  of  the  treasury  annually,  see  JCC, 
28:470-71. 
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:!  Thomson  also  wrote  the  following  letter  this  date  to  Dr.  John  Morgan  enclosing  a 
resolution  authorizing  the  settlement  of  his  claim  without  supporting  documentation 
which  had  been  destroyed.  "In  answer  to  your  petition  stating  a  balance  to  be  due  to 
you  &  praying  payment,  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  pass  a  resolution,  a  copy  of 
which  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose."  PCC,  item  18A,  fol.  102. 

For  Morgan's  February  14,  1785,  petition  and  the  resolution  adopted  in  response  to 
it,  see  PCC,  item  41,  6:385-86;  and  JCC,  28:109n,  224-25,  468-69. 


David  Jackson  to  George  Bryan 

Dear  Sir  New-York  June  22d  1785 

I  promised  in  my  last  to  give  you  some  information  respecting  the 
new  mode  of  punishing  certain  criminals  in  the  City  of  New- York.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  possess  myself  fully  on  the  subject,  but  from  the 
inquiry  I  have  made  find  that  confining  to  Bridewell  (which  is  a  kind 
of  large  work  house)  8c  obliging  the  criminals  to  perform  such  labor 
as  should  be  appointed  them  by  the  directors  of  the  house,  originated 
some  time  ago  with  the  mayor  8c  corporation,  as  they  found  the  city 
over-run  with  vagrants  after  the  brittish  army  evacuated  the  palce 
[place],  without  any  express  law  of  the  State  to  authorize  such  punish- 
ment. After  sometime  this  mode  of  confinement  was  complained  of  as 
rather  a  matter  of  arbitrary  proceeding  in  the  corporation,  8c  they 
were  threatned  with  the  habeas  corpus  in  favor  of  some  of  the  crimi- 
nals. Those  threats  intimidated  the  city  police  8c  for  sometime  they 
slackened  in  their  new  adopted  mode,  but  the  utility  of  the  mode  had 
been  found  so  great;  that  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  legislature,  a  law 
was  enacted  authorizing  the  mayor  8c  corporation  to  punish  by  impris- 
onment &  hard  labor  limiting  the  time  of  duress  to  a  term  not  longer 
than  six  months.  I  send  you  enclosed  an  Extract  of  the  law  for  this 
purpose — the  effects  of  this  mode  of  punishment  are  found  exceed- 
ingly beneficial — crimes  within  the  cognizance  of  this  law  are  become 
much  less  frequent,  8c  the  vagrants,  intimidated  with  the  mode,  ban- 
ish themselves  from  the  place.  There  is  a  large  lot  of  ground  adjacent 
to  the  Bridewell  belonging  to  the  corporation  which  they  intend  to 
improve  8c  beautify  with  walks  for  the  benefit  of  the  city — here  I  have 
seen  the  criminals  at  labor,  under  the  direction  of  an  overseer,  each 
chained  to  a  wheel-barrow,  the  chain  not  very  ponderous.  They  are 
very  active  in  fitting  their  machines  8c  transporting  the  materials  from 
place  to  place  as  found  necessary.  This  very  appearance  in  my  opinion 
has  a  much  greater  influence  in  the  eyes  of  the  vulgar  to  prevent  the 
commission  of  crimes  than  either  hanging  or  whiping.  It  is  true  the 
neighbouring  States  who  have  not  adopted  any  punishments  of  this 
nature  will  find  themselves  much  incommoded  by  the  banishment  of 
the  rascality  of  this  State  in  consequence  of  their  present  mode;  but 
they  have  their  remedy  by  adopting  something  similar. 
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The  constitutions  of  several  of  the  federal  States  recomme[n]d  the 
making  punishments  for  crimes  less  sanguinary;  Pensylvania  particu- 
larly. It  would  be  much  better  for  civil  society  probably,  if  this  was 
more  attended  to  by  the  legislatures,  but  it  is  difficult  to  depart  from 
long  established  usages 

Congress  passed  a  resolution  yesterday  which  may  probably  give  of- 
fense in  Philada,  yet  as  far  as  I  could  judge  none  was  by  any  means  in- 
tended. The  resolution  is  that  three  Commissioners  be  appointed  to 
examine  the  receipts  &  expenditures  of  the  late  superintendant  of 
finnance  8c  to  report  thereon  to  Congress — also  that,  three  commis- 
sioners be  appointed  annualy  to  examine  the  receipts  &  expenditures 
of  the  Board  of  Treasury  &  report  thereon.1 

The  late  superintendant  of  finnance  has  published  a  folio  volume 
of  the  accts  &  expenditures  of  the  United  States  during  his  adminis- 
tration— probably  you  have  seen  this  work  as  it  was  done  in  Philada.2  I 
never  had  seen  it  before  yesterday  &  find  that  to  form  an  opinion  on 
its  merits  will  require  a  perusal  with  much  care  &  attention.  I  suppose 
the  example  of  Mr.  Neckar  late  superintendant  of  France  had  some 
influence  with  Mr  Morris  on  this  occasion. 

With  much  esteem  I  am  Dr  Sir,  Your  Obedt  Servt, 

David  Jackson 

ENCLOSURE 

"And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  it  8c  may  be  lawful 
to  &  for  the  Mayor,  Recorder  &  Alderman  of  the  said  city  for  the  time 
being,  in  all  cases  where  by  law  they  or  any  of  them  are  authorised  to 
inflict  corporal  punishment  for  any  crime  or  misdemeanor,  to  substi- 
tute, at  their  discretion,  instead  of  such  corporal  punishment,  a  con- 
finement of  the  offender  in  the  house  of  employment,  or  Bridewell, 
belonging  to  the  said  City,  to  be  kept  at  hard  labor  therein,  or  at  any 
work  or  employment  within  any  part  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  city 
&  county,  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
offence;  and  also  to  confine  8c  set  to  hard  labour  in  manner  aforesaid, 
all  idle  8c  disorderly  vagrants  not  having  visible  means  of  a  livelihood, 
and  all  common  prostitutes  who  now  are  or  from  time  to  time  shall 
come  into  or  sojourn  within  the  said  jurisdiction. 

"Provided  always,  that  no  person  shall  be  confined  in  manner  afore- 
said, by  virtue  of  this  act,  for  any  term  longer  than  six  months."3 

RC  (PHi:  Bryan  Papers). 

1  Actually,  the  resolution  for  appointing  commissioners  to  examine  the  accounts  of 
Robert  Morris  while  superintendent  of  finance  was  adopted  on  June  20.  A  maneuver 
"to  reconsider"  the  resolution  was  defeated  on  the  21st,  after  which  a  resolution  calling 
for  an  annual  examination  of  the  accounts  of  the  board  of  treasury  was  adopted  to 
moderate  the  offense  taken  by  Morris'  supporters.  See  JCC,  28:468,  470-71;  and  the 
preceding  entry. 
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2  See  -4  Statement  of  the  Accounts  of  the  United  States  of  America,  during  the  Administration  of 
the  Superinlendaml  of  Finance.  .  .  ,  (Philadelphia:  Robert  Aitken,  1785).  Evans,  Am.  Bibliog- 
raphy, no.  19,333. 

3  For  this  March  18,  1785,  act,  see  Laws  of  the  State  of  New-York,  2d  meeting  of  the  8th 
session,  chapter  XL,  pp.  31-32.  DLC(ESR).  For  the  context  of  this  innovation  in  incar- 
ceration, see  Adam  J.  Hirsch,  The  Rise  of  the  Penitentiary:  Prisons  and  Punishment  in  Early 
America  (New  Haven:  Yale  University  Press,  1992),  p.  25. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Nathan  Holt 

My  dear  Sir.i  New  York  23d.  June,  1785. 

I  have  found  by  experience  that  there  is  real  pleasure  8c  satisfaction 
in  writing  to  an  absent  friend,  altho'  I  have  nothing  material  to  com- 
municate; 8c  in  this  light  &  under  such  circumstances  you  will  permit 
me  to  address  you. 

The  time  is  arrived,  when  I  expected  that  Congress  would  have  had 
a  recess;  but  there  is  so  many  important  matters  before  them  unfin- 
ished, that  I  believe  their  recession  will  be  short,  if  they  have  any  this 
year,  8c  having  but  one  colleague  with  me  at  this  time  I  am  obliged  to 
give  my  constant  attendance. 

The  greatest  embarrassment  Congress  meet  with  at  this  time  is  the 
support  of  public  credit,  for  some  of  the  states  have  not  granted  the  im- 
post, or  otherwise  complied  with  the  requisitions  of  Congress  for 
money  which  puts  us  in  a  very  disagreeable  situation  8c  therefore,  one 
necessary  qualification  for  a  member  of  Congress,  at  this  time,  is  that  he 
can  bear  duning,  very  well,  &  not  for  his  own  debts,  but  for  the  public. 

The  merchants,  in  many  of  our  seaports,  are  very  uneasy  that  Con- 
gress have  not  greater  powers  respecting  the  regulation  of  trade,  &  it  is 
more  than  a  year  since  Congress  were  sensible  that  further  powers 
were  necessary  &  recommended  it  to  the  several  states,  but  some  of 
them  have  not  yet  complied;  however,  I  have  reason  to  think  that  the 
merchants  at  this  time  may  be  willing  to  give  Congress  more  extensive 
powers,  than  1  should  think  it  adviseable  for  the  good  people  to  give  up. 

All  sovereign  powers  will  regulate  their  own  trade,  as  they  think 
most  for  their  interest;  but  some  times  they  make  mistakes,  8c  this  may 
be  the  case  with  G.B.  at  this  time,  &  when  she  is  convinced  of  it  no 
doubt  she  will  alter,  8c  it  is  not  worthwhile  for  us  to  worry  ourselves 
too  much  about  the  matter  but  take  care  of  our  own. 

Congress  are  much  united  in  our  public  counsels,  which  adds  great 
strength  to  our  new  government,  8c  this  can't  but  be  agreeable  to  a 
mind  like  yours. 

Since  I  have  been  in  this  city,  I  have  usually  attended  public  worship 
at  Dr.  Rodgers's  meeting,  8c  am  happy  in  having  formed  some  ac- 
quaintance with  him,  for  he  appears  to  be  a  worthy  man;-'  the  Dr 


474  June  23,  1785 

lately  gave  me  one  of  his  sermons,  deliverd.  on  a  public  occasion, 
which  I  will  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  inclosing  to  you. 

Please  to  make  my  most  respectful  compliments  to  your  Lady. 

I  remain,  with  perfect  respect,  your  sincere  friend  &  humble  servant 

FC  (MHi:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten.  Addressed:  "Rev'd  Mr  Holt." 
i  The  Rev.  Nathan  Holt  (1725-92),  a  1757  graduate  of  Harvard  College  had  been  pas- 
tor of  the  Congregational  Church  of  the  2d  Parish  of  Danvers,  Mass.,  Holten's  home- 
town, since  1758.  Shipton,  Harvard  Graduates,  14:175-76. 

-'  That  is,  Dr.  John  Rodgers,  who  was  appointed  chaplain  to  Congress,  on  Holten's 
nomination,  on  August  5,  1 785.  JCC,  29:613. 


Charles  Thomson  to  William  Livingston 

Sir  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  June  23d  1 785. 

I  am  extremely  happy  in  having  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the 
United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  have  this  day  elected  you  their 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  the  United  Netherlands.1 

That  you  may  be  more  fully  acquainted  with  the  extent  and  emolu- 
ments of  this  Office  I  enclose  two  Acts  of  Congress,  one  limiting  its 
duration,  and  the  other  fixing  the  Salary.2 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency's  Most 
obedient  &  Most  hum  Servt.  Cha  Thomson 

RC  (MHi:  Livingston  Papers). 

1  See  JCC,  28:474.  For  Governor  Livingston's  nomination  to  this  position  by  Charles 
Stewart  and  Livingston's  decision  to  decline  the  appointment,  see  Stewart  to  Livingston, 
March  25,  note;  and  Livingston,  Papers  (Prince),  5:197-98. 

2  For  these  enclosed  "Acts"  of  May  7,  1784,  and  February  18,  1785,  see  JCC,  26:354, 
28:84. 


John  Habersham  to  Joseph  Clay 

Dear  Sir,i  New-York,  24th  June,  1785. 

I  embrace  the  present  favorable  opportunity  to  offer  you  my  best 
thanks  for  the  letters  you  were  so  obliging  as  to  write  in  my  favor, 
which  have  procured  me  very  friendly  tenders  of  service  at  Philadel- 
phia and  this  place. 

From  our  being  so  long  unrepresented,  and  the  indifference  shewn 
to  Fcederal  requisitions,  I  was  led  to  suppose  we  should  frequently  be 
reminded  of  the  delinquency  of  Georgia;  but  whether  it  is  because  the 
States  have  all  been  in  some  degree  culpable,  or  that  our  distresses 
and  consequent  inability  are  considered,  the  subject  has  seldom  been 
touched  upon.  A  Commissioner  was  appointed  before  our  arrival  for 
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the  purpose  of  setling  the  demands  of  our  State  against  the  United 
States,  and  will  go  from  hence  about  the  first  of  November  next.2  Was 
he  to  go  sooner  it  would  answer  no  good  purpose,  Mr.  Wereat  being  at 
Augusta  and  as  I  understood  him  not  quite  prepared  for  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  business. 

You  will  observe  by  some  of  the  inclosed  Newspapers  that  Town 
Meetings  have  been  held  in  different  parts  of  these  Northern  States  to 
consider  the  present  distressful  situation  of  American  Commerce;  the 
result  has  been  that  they  have  agreed  to  recommend  to  their  respec- 
tive Legislatures  the  investing  Congress  with  full I  power  to  regulate  Trade. 
This  is  a  nice  subject  to  come  before  Congress,  and  ample,  indefinite, 
powers  will  hardly  go  down.  Nevertheless  something  that  would  en- 
able Congress  to  counteract  the  oppressive  Systems  of  foreign  Na- 
tions, is  undoubtedly  necessary,  as  without  it  they  will  never  be 
brought  to  act  on  equal  terms  with  us. 

Mrs.  Habersham  and  our  little  Daughter  (who  has  got  over  the 
small  pox)  are  well.  The  former  desires  her  love  to  Mrs.  Clay  and  the 
family,  with  which  you  will  please  to  join  that  of,  Dear  Sir,  Your  Obedt. 
Servt.  &  sincere  friend,  Jonn  Habersham. 

RC  (PHi:  Dreer  Collection). 

1  Clay  has  been  identified  in  these  Letters,  7:519n. 

-Job  Sumner  had  been  appointed  commissioner  for  settling  Continental  accounts  in 
Georgia  by  the  Board  of  Treasury  in  early  May  before  Habersham  and  Abraham  Bald- 
win arrived  on  the  30th  to  join  William  Houstoun  as  Georgia  delegates.  Sumner  went  to 
Georgia  in  the  fall  after  receiving  an  advance  on  his  salary  enabling  him  to  undertake 
the  trip,  but  returned  to  New  York  without  permission  in  September  1786  because  of  ill- 
ness, having  done  little  to  settle  the  states'  accounts.  See  JCC,  28:400-401,  447;  PCC, 
item  78,  21:470-74,  item  138,  2:425-30,  item  141,  2:79;  and  Kenneth  Coleman,  The 
American  Revolution  in  Georgia,  1763-1789  (Athens:  University  of  Georgia  Press,  1958), 
pp.  256-57. 


William  Hindman  to  William  Paca 

My  dear  sir  New- York  June  24th.  1785 

The  inclosed  Papers  contain  all  the  Intelligence  I  can  give  You,  as 
You  will  there  see  that  Congress  have  at  Length  elected  a  Minister  for 
the  United  Netherlands.1 

The  Requisition  remains  in  the  same  State  it  was  some  Months  past. 

Mr.  Cardoqui  the  Spanish  Plenipotentiary  has  not  yet  reach'd  this 
City,  but  daily  expected.  I  see  little  Prospect  of  Congress  adjourning  in 
the  Course  of  this  Year,  being  up  to  their  Eyes  in  Business,  &  Mr.  Gar- 
doqui's  Arrival  will  I  expect  add  considerably  thereto. 

I  have  heretofore  counted  with  the  greatest  Certainty  upon  Mr.  Gus- 
tavus  Scott's  joining  Us  early  in  the  next  Month,  but  from  a  Letter  I 
reed,  from  him  the  other  Day  I  almost  give  him  up,  as  He  says  He  is  in 
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very  bad  Health,  owing  to  an  unfortunate  Mistake  of  a  blind  Doctr. 
giving  him  Salt-Petre  instead  of  Salts,  &  unless  the  warm  Weather  gives 
him  Relief  He  will  be  under  the  Necessity  of  going  to  the  Virginia 
Springs  for  his  Recovery.  He  mentions  his  having  seen  Mr.  Chase  a  few 
Days  before  the  Date  of  his  Letter,  who  told  him  He  would  be  up  this 
Summer,  but  of  this  I  despair  as  Colo.  Hindman  who  saw  him  later 
says  He  inform'd  him  He  could  not  come  up  this  Year.2  Our  Friend 
Mr.  Henry  will  leave  this  about  the  third  of  next  Month,  full  charged 
&  in  high  Condition  for  the  Reception  &  Gratification  of  the  accom- 
plished fair  One  which  You  promised  to  provide  for  him,  8c  who  He 
says  He  shall  demand  at  your  Hands,  insisting  for  a  Compliance  of 
your  Engagement.  He  desires  his  Love  to  You.  On  his  Departure  our 
State  will  be  reduced  to  a  bare  Representation  &  my  Colleague  Mr. 
McHenry  says  He  is  afraid  his  Affairs  will  render  it  essential  for  him  to 
be  in  Baltimore  for  a  Month,  should  that  happen  We  shall  then  be  un- 
represented, which  ought  to  be  avoided.3 

Yrs  sincerely  &  affectionately,  Wm.  Hindman 

RC  (MdAA:  Red  Books). 

1  That  is,  William  Livingston  of  New  Jersey,  who  declined  the  appointment.  See 
Charles  Thomson  to  Livingston,  June  23. 

2  Gustavus  Scott  and  Samuel  Chase  had  been  chosen  as  delegates  by  the  Maryland  as- 
sembly in  December  1784  but  did  not  attend. 

3  For  the  attendance  of  John  Henry  and  James  McHenry  at  this  time,  see  McHenry  to 
Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  July  4,  note  1. 


David  Howell  to  Jabez  Bowen 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  24  June  1 785. 

Your  favour  of  5  Inst,  came  duly  to  hand.  You  are  pleased  to 
promise  to  comply  with  my  wish  expressed  in  my  last  Letter  that  a 
good  man  might  be  nominated  in  the  stead  of  Judge  Harris  in  case  he 
should  decline  to  accept  the  appointment.1  I  hope  however  that  he 
will  accept  &  go  forward:  as  I  know  of  no  better  man,  8c  the  business 
demands  dispatch. 

For  what  reason  your  Letter  to  the  Presidt2  has  not  been  answered  I 
cannot  say;  but  hope  you  will  do  our  worthy  Presidt  the  justice  to  be- 
lieve it  is  no  prejudice  against  our  little  State,  which  is  toasted  very  fre- 
quently at  his  Table. 

I  have  called  on  the  Secretary  for  the  motion  formerly  made  by  us 
on  Mr.  Greens  business;  and  we  shall  particularly  charge  ourselves 
with  an  attention  to  it.3 

The  requisition  still  hangs  by  the  eyelids.  Various  obstructions  are 
thrown  in  its  way.  Some  are  for  separating  the  provision  for  the  For- 
eign debt  8c  civil  list  from  the  domestic  debt.  This  we  oppose  tooth  & 
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nail.  The  enclosed  printed  motion  made  by  the  delegates  of  Virginia 
contains  other  obstructions.4 

I  thank  you  for  your  careful  attention  to  my  applications  for  money. 
And  must  beg  you  to  continue  to  the  end  which  I  hope  is  at  hand.  I 
must  soon  have  another  supply  as  expence  accumulates  on  my  hands. 
I  pray  you  to  obtain  some  effectual  provision  for  payment  of  my  drafts 
at  the  next  Assembly. 

Please  to  deliver  the  enclosed  Letter  to  Mr.  Jno.  Brown  8c  to  urge 
him  to  accept  the  place  of  commissioner  for  erecting  the  Fcederal 
buildings.  There  is  no  doubt  but  Genl.  Dickinson  will  concur  with  him 
in  fixing  them  on  this  side  of  the  Delawar.  This  I  am  assured  of  by  the 
delegates  from  New-Jersey.  Nothing  will  be  done  soon  in  the  business. 
Perhaps  not  this  season.  He  may  afterwards  find  reasons  enough  to 
decline  if  his  business  will  not  permit  him  to  continue  to  compleat  the 
buildings.  I  have  not  delivered  his  Letter  to  Mr.  Thompson.  I  believe  it 
is  lost.  I  therefore  pray  him  to  enclose  another  to  me  directed  to  Mr. 
Thomson  accepting  the  appointment.  His  next  Letter  shall  be  faith- 
fully delivered  whatever  its  contents  may  be.5 

I  have  delayed  Col.  Pecks  business  for  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Pierce.  He 
will  be  in  this  City  in  a  few  days.  I  pray  Col.  Peck  to  enclose  to  me  copy 
of  his  commissions.  I  should  write  him  but  have  not  time  by  this  op- 
portunity. Of  this  you  will  please  to  inform  him. 

How  do  you  like  our  land-ordinance?  You  have  to  look  to  that  8c  to 
the  exertions  of  the  State  chiefly  for  payment  on  your  Securities.  To 
tell  you  the  plain  truth  there  is  an  alarming  backwardness  in  some 
States  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  domestic  debts — or  to  put 
the  payment  thereof  on  the  same  footing  as  the  foreign  debt  &  the 
civil  list. 

In  great  haste  8c  with  great  truth  &  sincerity  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedt  8c  very  hbl  servt,  David  Howell 

RC  (R-Ar:  Letters  to  Governors). 

1  Caleb  Harris,  justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Providence  County,  had 
been  appointed  Continental  surveyor  for  Rhode  Island  on  May  27,  a  position  he  finally 
accepted  March  8,  1786,  only  to  resign  ten  weeks  later  because  of  ill  health.  See  JCC, 
28:398,  30:130n,  294;  and  Staples,  Rhode  Island,  p.  531. 

2  The  last  letter  from  Bowen  to  Pres.  Richard  Henry  Lee  in  the  PCC,  which  concerns 
the  fraudulent  use  of  final  settlement  certificates  in  Rhode  Island,  is  that  of  March  29.  It 
was  read  April  6  but  apparently  not  acted  on.  See  item  64,  fols.  548-60. 

:1  Apparently  the  Rhode  Island  delegates' June  3,  1783,  motion  for  obtaining  a  setde- 
ment  of  the  accounts  of  Thomas  Greene,  which  had  not  been  acted  upon  but  was  soon 
hereafter  revived  and  adopted  July  11.  See  JCC,  24:380,  29:520-21. 

4  For  James  Monroe's  June  22  motion  for  crediting  states  with  the  claims  of  individu- 
als within  their  state  and  reimbursing  Virginia  for  "all  her  reasonable  expenses"  associ- 
ated with  the  conquest  and  administration  of  her  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  River, 
see  JCC,  29:473-74. 

5  For  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  site  for  a  federal  capital,  and 
Howell's  efforts  to  obtain  John  Brown's  acceptance  of  one  of  these  appointments,  see 
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Charles  Thomson  to  Philemon  Dickinson  et  al.,  February  14,  note  2,  and  to  John 
Brown,  June  20. 


William  Houstoun  to  Samuel  Elbert 

Sir,  New  York  26th.  June  1 785. 

Your  letter  of  the  5th  May '  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  And  no 
oppy.  having  offered  since  that  time  and  for  some  time  before  for  Sa- 
vannah, makes  it  now  necessary  to  send  a  number  of  despatches  to- 
gether. As  they  are  all  large,  together  with  the  Journals,  and  newspa- 
pers I  have  delivered  Mr.  Gibbons2  the  bearer  of  this  letter  for 
you — they  will  give  you  every  publick  Information,  the  Delegates  there- 
fore at  present  have  no  occasion  for  making  any  observations  in  their 
Official  Capacity — but  have  requested  as  I  should  answer  your  private 
Letter  to  assure  your  Honor  of  their  being  sensible — that  every  means 
in  your  power  will  be  used  to  keep  them  supplied.  As  the  necessity  of 
the  Delegation  of  the  State  being  kept  Up  is  apparent  from  the  advan- 
tages already  attained  in  Congress — they  have  been  disappd.  in  not  re- 
ceiving the  one  hundred  &  fifty  Pounds  from  Owens  &  Thomson. 

The  Delegation  will  write  by  Doctor  Vicars  who  goes  in  a  few 
days3 — As  Mr.  Gibbons  is  now  just  going  off  in  haste  and  can  give  you 
any  Acct.  of  Matters  here.  I  hope  I  shall  experience  in  future  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  Salary  more  forcibly  than  I  have  hitherto  done. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Dear  sir  Yr.  very  obt  servt, 

Wm  Houstoun 

[P.S.]  I  wish  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  State  to  pay  me  My  Arrears  of 
Salary. 

RC  (PHi:  Gratz  Collection). 

1  For  which  see  'The  Letter  Book  of  Governor  Samuel  Elbert,  From  January,  1785,  to 
November,  1785,"  Collections  of  the  Georgia  Historical  Society,  v.  5,  pt.  2  (1902),  pp.  201-2. 

2  That  is,  Georgia  delegate  William  Gibbons,  who  had  arrived  in  Philadelphia  with 
Houstoun  the  preceding  July  only  to  find  Congress  adjourned,  for  which  see  Georgia 
Delegates  to  John  Houstoun,  June  24,  1784.  Houstoun  thereupon  joined  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  States  in  Annapolis  while  Gibbons  travelled  to  New  York  on  personal  business 
where  he  remained  for  the  next  year  except  for  his  brief  attendance  in  Congress  in 
November  and  December  at  Trenton.  He  had  advised  Georgia's  governor  in  a  letter  of 
October  28,  1784,  "that  I  shall  think  my  Self  disengaged  after  the  first  of  Deer."  Gratz 
Collection,  PHi.  Shortly  after  Congress  reconvened  in  New  York  in  January  Gibbons  re- 
reived  a  committee  assignment,  but  he  apparently  declined  to  attend  leaving  Georgia 
represented  only  by  Houstoun  until  he  was  joined  on  May  30  by  Abraham  Baldwin  and 
John  Habersham.  Although  Gibbons  was  reelected  on  January  19,  1785,  he  never  again 
attended  Congress.  See  JCC,  28:8n,  400-402;  and  PCC,  item  49,  fol.  287. 

:i  Possibly  Dr.  Samuel  Vickers,  who  had  served  as  a  physician  in  the  hospital  lor  the 
southern  department  during  the  war.  JCC,  21:981;  and  item  143,  fol.  83. 
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William  Samuel  Johnson  to 
Samuel  William  Johnson 

New  York.  June  26th.  1 785  Sundy  Eveng.  "My  dear  Son.  I  have  the  plea- 
sure to  receive  yr.  favor  of  the  24th  Instt.  Your  dear  good  Mamma  left 
me  this  Morning  about  six  O'Clock,  8c  as  the  Wind  has  continued 
favourable  is,  I  hope,  before  this  safely  arriv'd  at  Stratford  8c  had  a 
happy  Meeting  with  you  &  the  rest  of  the  Family.  I  forget  whether  I 
mention'd  to  you  that  I  propose  certainly  to  make  you  a  Visit  in  a 
Month  or  six  weeks,  tho'  Congress  sho'd  continue  to  sit  thro  the  Sum- 
mer, as  it  is  probable  they  must."1  Concludes  with  review  of  some  com- 
mercial and  real  estate  ventures  they  have  in  prospect. 

RC  (CtHi: Johnson  Papers). 

'Johnson  had  also  touched  upon  this  subject  in  another  letter  to  Samuel  written  ear- 
lier in  the  month  but  dated  only  "June  1785."  "I  wish  much  to  see  you,  but  cannot 
yet  promise  myself  that  it  can  be  very  soon.  I  see  little  prospect  of  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress, but  at  any  rate  hope  I  may  make  a  short  excursion  at  least  the  latter  End  of  July  or 
begining  of  Augt."Johnson  Papers,  CtHi. 


William  Grayson  to  James  Madison 

Sir.  New  York  June  27th.  1785. 

I  have  recieved  your  favor  of  the  29  May1  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  my  first  letter,  though  making  no  mention  of  the  last,2  which  I  pre- 
sume has  not  yet  come  to  hand.  Since  the  date  thereof  the  affair  of 
the  treaty  with  the  Western  Indians  which  was  decided  on  the  18th 
March  last,  has  been  opened  again  &  very  much  canvassed;  the  result 
however  is  that  the  treaty  is  to  be  held;  &  for  the  double  purpose  of 
procuring  peace  and  for  extinguishing  the  rights  of  the  Indians  to  the 
territory  lying  between  the  Great  Miami  8c  the  Missisippi.3 

Accounts  from  Colo.  Harmer  Commandr.  at  fort  McCintosh,  men- 
tion that  the  emigration  to  the  Country  already  purchased  from  the 
Indians  is  very  considerable;  that  at  the  mouth  of  the  Scioto  there  are 
about  500  Settlers,  &  at  the  mouth  of  the  Miami  &  other  parts  about 
1500.  That  he  has  agreable  to  orders  dispossess' d  all  those  who  were 
convenient  to  him;  Congress  have  directed  him  to  move  his  garrison 
to  such  a  point  as  shall  be  most  convenient  for  removing  all  the  in- 
truders. Should  his  force  be  inadequate  to  the  business,  it  is  expected 
the  troops  which  go  down  with  the  Commer.  will  be  sufficient  to  make 
a  general  sweep.4 

The  requisition  for  the  current  year  is  still  before  Congress,  and 
there  are  considerable  disagreements  respecting  it;  it  is  very  certain 
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public  credit  ought  to  be  supported  by  every  nation  who  wishes  to 
exist;  but  it  is  also  as  certain  that  requisitions  will  not  support  credit 
unless  there  are  payments  consequential  thereon. 

The  requisition  for  1784  has  been  illy  complied  with;  Some  of  the 
States  have  not  done  anything  8c  the  remittances  of  most  of  them  to 
the  Continental  treasury  (except  Virginia)  has  been    inconsiderable. 

It  is  therefore  no  mystery  why  those  who  pay  least  should  be  most 
anxious  for  new  requisitions.  The  delegation  of  our  State  are  desirous 
of  a  requisition  on  terms  not  ruinous,  and  despairing  for  the  present 
to  accomplish  an  exaction  of  past  delinquencies  wish  only  to  have  it  so 
modified  as  that  the  Interest  on  such  portions  of  the  £750,000  (as  are 
Continental)  which  our  Assembly  has  liquidated  shall  be  considered 
among  the  facilities  as  fast  as  they  are  audited  &  past  by  the  Continen- 
tal Commes.  They  also  wish  the  expenditures  of  Cash  or  certain  parts 
thereof  annually  may  be  admitted  in  the  hard  money  portion  of  Vir- 
ginia as  paymt.  pro  tento. 

Congress  after  several  unsuccessful  efforts  have  at  length  elected 
Governor  Livingston  for  the  Hague.5 

Mr.  Gardoqui,  charge  des  affaires  Plenipotentiary  from  the  Court  of 
Spain  is  at  length  arrived  at  this  place;  but  I  believe  very  few  have  seen 
him.  I  understand  he  has  been  bred  to  the  business  of  a  Mercht.  &  is 
an  agreable  man;  he  has  resided  some  short  time  in  Philada.  8c  the 
people  from  thence  represent  him  in  a  favorable  light. 

The  Commrs.  appointed  to  make  commercial  treaties,  have  made 
no  great  progress  therein;  which  is  rather  agreable  to  Congress  than 
otherwise,  as  they  begin  to  dislike  the  idea  of  granting  the  right  of  the 
most  favored  nation  to  powers  whose  commerce  is  of  so  little  impor- 
tance as  not  to  promise  any  essential  advantage  to  the  U.  S.  The  Pope 
without  a  treaty  has  opened  Civita  Vecchia,  8c  Ancona  for  the  com- 
merce of  America;  In  the  same  manner  Leghorn  &  Messina  are  made 
free  for  us  by  the  respective  sovereigns.6  The  treaties  with  the  Barbary 
States  are  in  train,  8c  I  hope  will  be  completed  in  the  course  of  the 
summer,  though  the  expence  will  be  considerable.  The  birth  of  the 
Duke  of  Normandy  has  been  announced  in  due  form.  There  is  no  cer- 
tain intelligence  respecting  the  Emperor  8c  the  Dutch.  I  remain  with 
great  sincerity  Yr.  Affect,  frd.  &  Most  Obed  sert. 

Willm.  Grayson 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  Not  found. 

-  That  is,  Grayson's  letters  of  May  1  and  28. 

3  See  James  Monroe  to  Madison,  May  5?,  note  10. 

1  On  May  1  Lt.  Col.  Josiah  Harmar  had  reported  to  Congress  that  pursuant  to  his  Jan- 
uary 24  instructions  from  the  Indian  commissioners  (George  Rogers  Clark,  Richard 
Butler  and  Arthur  Lee)  to  "employ  such  force  as  he  may  judge  Necessary  in  driving  oil 
prisons  al  templing  to  set  lie  on  the  Lands  of  the  United  Stales"  west  of  the  Ohio  River, 
he  had  ordered  Ensign  John  Armstrong  on  March  29  to  take  a  party  ol  twenty  and  dis- 
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possess  the  squatters  seventy  miles  south  to  Wheeling  and  to  relay  the  Indian  commis- 
sioner's instructions  downriver.  Armstrong  reported  his  mission  a  success  in  mid-April 
hut  returned  with  several  petitions  and  a  March  12  "Advertisement"  calling  for  April  10 
elections  to  take  place  at  the  mouths  of  the  Miami,  Scioto,  and  Muskingum  rivers  for 
representatives  to  a  convention  to  be  held  April  20  at  the  mouth  of  the  Scioto  to  draw 
up  a  constitution  for  self  government.  The  advertisement  further  affirmed  the  squat- 
ters' constitutional  right  to  uninhabited  lands  and  denied  Congress'  right  under  the  Ar- 
ticles to  sell  such  lands  for  debt  reduction.  Harmar's  letter  and  its  enclosures  were  re- 
ferred on  June  1  to  a  committee  consisting  of  David  Howell,  Grayson,  James  McHenry, 
Charles  Pettit,  and  Rufus  King.  Before  Congress  considered  their  June  20  report,  how- 
ever, the  committee  was  assigned  Harmar's  June  1  letter  warning  Congress  that  his  ef- 
fective range  from  Fort  Mcintosh  was  only  120  to  150  miles  and  that  the  interlopers 
along  the  Scioto  alone  were  more  than  370  miles  distant.  In  short,  "the  number  lower 
down  the  river  is  immense  and  unless  Congress  enter  into  immediate  measures  it  will 
be  impossible  to  prevent  the  land  being  settled."  Grayson  prepared  the  report  adopted 
by  Congress  on  June  21  and  24  approving  Harmar's  previous  actions  and  advancing 
him  $600  to  move  his  garrison  to  a  point  on  the  Ohio  between  the  Miami  and  the 
Muskingum  best  suited  "for  removing  intruders  from  the  lands  of  the  U.S."  See  JCC, 
28:415n,  472,  478-79;  and  PCC,  item  19,  3:63-65,  item  163,  fols.  410-40,  465-70,  item 
190,  fols.  43,  49.  See  also  Charles  Thomson  to  Peter  Miller,  May  9,  note  2. 

Grayson's  reference  to  "the  troops  which  go  down  with  the  Commer."  apparently  re- 
ferred to  the  anticipated  detail  of  25  men  to  accompany  the  commissioner  to  be  as- 
signed to  the  settlements  in  the  Kaskaskia  district  in  the  Illinois  country,  for  which  see 
JCC,  28:157;  and  James  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  April  12,  note  1 1. 

5  See  Charles  Thomson  to  William  Livingston,  June  23. 

fi  The  American  commissioners  in  Paris  had  learned  of  papal  intentions  to  open  to 
American  trade  Civitavecchia  (or  Vecchiano)  on  the  Mediterranean  Sea  and  Ancona  on 
the  Adriatic  Sea  in  a  letter  of  December  15,  1784,  from  the  papal  nuncio,  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Seleucia,  for  which  see  PCC,  item  86,  fols.  85-88;  and  Jefferson,  Papers 
(Boyd),  7:755-56.  On  January  22,  1785,  the  chevalier  de  Pio  informed  the  commission- 
ers that  the  King  of  the  Sicilies  had  opened  Messina  to  American  shipping;  and  on  April 
26  Francesco  Favi  announced  that  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany  had  opened  Livorno  or 
Leghorn  on  the  Ligurian  Sea.  See  PCC,  item  86,  fols.  89-92,  161,  215-16;  and  Diplomatic 
Correspondence,  1783-1789,  1:549-50.  The  letter  from  the  papal  nuncio  had  been  en- 
closed in  the  commissioner's  March  18  letter  to  John  Jay  which  had  been  read  in  Con- 
gress June  16.  See  JCC,  28:463n;  PCC,  item  116,  fols.  257-60,  item  185,  3:129;  and  Diplo- 
matic Correspondence,  1783-1789,  1:562-64. 


Rufus  King  to  Henry  Knox 

My  dear  Sir,  New  York  27th  June  1 785 

I  am  uninformed  of  the  merits  of  your  eastern  claim,1  but  presume 
they  are  such  as  sufficiently  warrant  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
your  application,  and  therefore  am  concerned  at  the  decision  of  the 
House.  This  must  console  you,  that  you  may  bring  the  business  again 
before  the  Legislature,  and  with  confidence  that  if  the  measure  is 
right,  you  will  finally  succeed.  We  go  on  here  much  in  the  Stile  pur- 
sued when  you  was  with  us.  I  wish  your  return,  but  have  heard  nothing 
more  than  affectionate  wishes  on  the  same  subject  from  any  quarter.  I 
think  you  may  free  yourself  from  any  apprehensions  that  your  absence 
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will  be  misconstrued  by  Congress — you  may  be  assured  that  assembly 
contains  a  number  of  worthy  men,  who  are  your  very  sincere  friends. 

I  write  to  Colo.  Tupper  by  this  post,2  on  the  idea  suggested  in  your 
first  Letter,  and  also  in  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Putnam.  I  can  see  no  diffi- 
culty in  Col.  Tupper's  discharging  the  Duty  of  Surveyor  for  a  given  pe- 
riod, after  which  Putnam  may  come  on. 

I  pray  you  to  present  my  best  respects  to  your  Mrs.  Knox,  and  to  es- 
teem me  your  very  obedient  servant,  Rufus  King 

[P.S.]  I  have  directed  a  Letter  to  Tupper  at  Boston — pray  if  he  is  not 
there,  take  up  the  Letter  and  forward  it.  RK 

RC  (MHi:  Knox  Papers). 

1  Knox's  claim  to  tens  of  thousands  of  acres  of  Maine  lands  within  the  vast  "Waldo 
Patent"  originated  in  the  inheritance  of  his  wife,  Lucy  Flucker,  grandaughter  of  Gen. 
Samuel  Waldo  and  daughter  of  the  last  royal  secretary  of  Massachusetts.  His  successful 
pursuit  of  it  ultimately  enabled  him  to  build  an  imposing  mansion  ("Montpelier")  near 
Thomaston,  and  adopt  the  lavish  life  style  that  characterized  his  later  years.  North  Calla- 
han, Henry  Knox,  General  Washington's  General  (New  York:  Rinehart  &  Co.,  1958),  pp. 
266,338-41. 

-  Not  found.  Rufus  Putnam  had  been  appointed  a  Continental  surveyor  under  the 
land  ordinance  of  May  20,  but  had  found  that  his  affairs  in  Massachusetts  would  pre- 
vent him  from  attending  his  new  duties  for  some  time.  Congress  accordingly  appointed 
Benjamin  Tupper  to  this  post  on  July  18,  "with  authority  to  perform  the  duties  of  that 
office,  until  Mr.  Putnam  shall  actually  join  the  geographer,  and  take  the  same  upon 
himself."  See  JCC,  25:398,  29:542;  and  Charles  Thomson  to  Thomas  Hutchins,  August 
15,  1785. 


New  Hampshire  Delegates  to 
the  President  of  New  Hampshire 

Sir,*  New  York  June  27th.  1785. 

We  have  the  Honr.  to  acquaint  yr.  Excelly  that  a  young  Gentleman, 
whose  name  is  Dowse,  a  native  of  Charlestown  Massachusetts  is  now  in 
this  City.  He  has  lately  been  in  the  western  country,  and  is  recom- 
mended for  his  integrity  &  ability  by  gentlemen  on  whose  Judgment 
we  fully  rely.  He  is  desirous  as  serving  as  the  surveyor  for  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  should  he  be  appointed  will  proceed  immediately  on  the 
business  of  his  office.  If  no  measures  have  been  taken  by  the  General 
Court  to  supply  the  place  of  Mr.  Adams  we  wish  to  know  your  Excellys 
opinion  as  to  nomination  of  this  Gentleman.'^  We  have  the  Honr.  to 
be,  Your  Excellencys  Most  Obt.  Servts.  Abiel  Foster 

Pierse  Long 

RC  (Nh-Ar:  State  Papers,  Revolutionary  Correspondence).  Written  by  Long  and  signed 
by  Long  and  Foster. 
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1  Although  John  Langdon  had  been  elected  president  oi  New  Hampshire  on  June  8, 
Long  probably  assumed  he  was  still  addressing  Mcshcc  h  Weare,  who  had  served  contin- 
uously since  his  election  as  president  of  the  New  I  lampshiic  ( louncil  in  1  77(>.  The  dele- 
gates' letter  of  July  2  1  is  explicitly  addressed  "Excelly.  Jno.  Langdon  Esqr." 

2  For  Edward  Dowse's  nomination  and  appointment  as  Continental  surveyor  for  New 
Hampshire  in  the  place  of  Nathaniel  Adams,  see  Charles  Thomson  to  the  Continental 
Surveyors,  May  28,  note  2;  and  New  Hampshire  Delegates  to  John  Langdon,  July  24. 


Virginia  Delegates  to  Patrick  Henry 

Sir,  New  York  June  27,  1785. 

We  do  ourselves  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  copy 
of  an  ordinance  for  surveying  and  disposing  of  the  lands  northwest- 
ward of  the  Ohio,  with  the  acts  of  Congress  regulating  the  govern- 
ment of  the  new  States  previous  to,  and  the  conditions  upon  which 
they  shall  be  admitted,  into  the  confideracy.1  The  resolution  of  the 
18th  of  March  last  directing  a  treaty  to  be  held  at  post  St  Vincents  for 
making  peace  and  obtaining  an  additional  cession  from  the  Indians, 
being  found  insufficient  in  the  means  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect, 
upon  resuming  the  consideration  of  it,  it  was  found  expedient  to  ap- 
propriate additional  sums  of  money  for  the  purpose  and  to  extend 
the  powers  of  the  Commiss'rs  as  well  in  the  objects  of  the  treaty  as  to 
the  other  important  duties  which  have  devolv'd  on  the  Union  respect- 
ing that  territory.  The  acts  of  Congress  upon  these  subjects  we  here- 
with transmit  to  your  Excellency.2 

It  is  with  concern  we  find  the  motives  which  induc'd  us  to  request 
from  Congress  an  additional  Commiss'r  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the 
State  against  the  U.S.  hath  not  been  sufficiently  understood,  arising 
we  suppose  from  our  not  having  sufficiently  explain'd  them  to  you.3 
The  duty  of  these  commiss'rs  by  the  resolutions  of  the  20th  of  Feby. 
1782  is  to  settle  the  claims  of  States,  and  individuals  within  each, 
against  the  U.S.  up  to  the  31  of  Deer.  1782  upon  principles  which  had 
been  previously  agreed  to.  Under  these  resolutions  he  is  only  to  give 
publick  notice  of  the  time  and  place  at  which  he  will  proceed  in  dis- 
charge of  these  duties,  but  by  those  of  the  3d  of  June  1784,  he  is  in- 
structed to  remain  stationary  or  move  from  county  to  county  as  the 
Legislature  or  executive  of  each  State  may  advise.  He  is  also  at  liberty 
to  appoint  what  number  of  clerks  he  may  find  necessary  to  assist  him. 
All  the  duties  and  rights  which  belong'd  to  one  are  extended  to  both. 
In  several  states  they  move,  we  have  been  inform'd,  from  place  to 
place  for  the  convenience  of  the  people;  how  far  this  may  be  neces- 
sary in  ours  we  submit  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  to  deter- 
mine. Dispatch  in  the  settlement  of  these  accounts  was  our  only  ob- 
ject; we  presum'd  the  Executive  might  direct  one  to  settle  with  the 
State,  and  the  other  with  individuals,  or  if  the  former  are  already  set- 
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tied,  that  particular  counties  might  be  assign 'd  to  each  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accts.  of  individuals  within  them.  Certificates  given  by 
Quarter  Masters  or  Commissaries  or  other  officers  who  had  a  right  to 
give  them  for  supplies  or  services  render'd  to  the  U.  States,  will  of 
course  be  taken  up  by  the  Commiss'r  as  his  vouchers,  so  that  no  dan- 
ger can  arise  from  the  number  of  Commiss'rs  employ'd  in  the  busi- 
ness. In  addition  to  this  he  may  take  the  oath  of  the  party  that  he  lives 
in  the  county  or  district  assign 'd  to  him  or  require  such  other  evi- 
dence of  it  as  may  be  satisfactory.  Every  delay  your  Excellency  will 
readily  perceive  must  be  injurious  to  our  State,  we  are  not  only  de- 
priv'd  of  the  advantage  of  certificates  of  discount  upon  the  interest  of 
these  debts  admitted  in  the  requisition,  but  our  citizens  of  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  due  them,  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  it,  while 
the  money  drawn  from  ours  is  applied  to  the  discharge  of  such  debts 
in  other  States.  While  the  Commiss'r  hath  an  annual  salary  depending 
upon  the  time  he  may  procrastinate  it  to,  it  may  be  expected  he  will 
be  averse  to  measures  which  may  hurry  the  conclusion,  but  as  they  are 
respectively  subject  to  the  observance  of  the  several  Executives  it  is  to 
be  hop'd  their  views  in  this  instance,  if  such  exist,  will  be  defeated. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect  and  esteem  yr  Excel- 
lency most  obt.  and  very  humble  servants, 

S  Hardy  Richard  Henry  Lee 

Jas.  Monroe         Willm.  Grayson 

RC  (Vi:  Executive  Papers).  Written  by  Monroe  and  signed  by  Monroe,  Grayson,  Hardy, 
and  Lee. 

i  For  these  acts  of  April  23,  1784,  and  May  20,  1785,  see/CC,  26:274-79,  28:375-81. 

2  Apparently  the  resolves  adopted  May  31,  June  6,  and  June  15,  for  which  see  JCC, 
28:404-5,  430-31,  459-62.  For  the  context  of  the  debates  on  these  "acts,"  see  Monroe  to 
James  Madison,  May  5?,  note  10. 

3  See  Pennsylvania  Delegates  to  John  Dickinson,  January  27,  note  2. 


Hugh  Williamson  to  Richard  Caswell 

Sir,  Edenton  27th  June  1785 

Yours  of  23rd  inst.  came  to  Hand.  When  I  wrote  on  the  18th1  I  was 
in  haste  as  the  Express  was  just  setting  out  and  there  was  indeed  the 
appearance  though  it  was  only  an  appearance  of  some  Negtect  on  my 
side  in  making  the  proper  Communications.  My  Trunk  containing  my 
Cloaths,  the  Journals  of  Congress  and  all  my  public  Papers  had  been 
ship'd  at  New  York  for  this  Place  on  the  26th  of  May  &  the  Vessel  did 
not  arrive  in  this  Bay  till  on  this  Morning.  My  Baggage  is  not  yet 
landed.  I  have  there  a  Copy  of  some  of  the  Papers  not  all  of  them  For 
as  Mr  Spaight  continued  in  Congress  alter  my  Time  was  out  and  the 
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chief  Debates  respecting  the  Western  Country  took  Place  after  the 
14th  of  May  it  was  Mr  Spaights  Duty  not  mine  to  communicate  the 
same  to  the  Executive.  I  mentioned  the  subject  to  him  and  under- 
stood from  him  that  he  had  ordered  a  Copy  of  the  whole  to  be  made 
out.  I  presume  he  brings  it  with  him  or  has  sent  it  by  Post.2  I  thought 
that  interfering  after  my  service  was  legally  ended  might  seem  to 
imply  a  want  of  Confidence  in  his  diligence.  In  fact  there  has  no  act 
pass'd  in  Congress  but  a  single  Recommendation  to  the  State  to 
renew  the  Cession;  but  there  was  much  Debate,  &  many  Yeas  &  Nays 
were  call'd;  the  Questions  lost.3 

On  the  last  day  of  my  sitting  in  Congress4  which  was  two  days  before 
the  arrival  of  Cock  in  New  York  it  was  moved  by  a  Member  from  Mas- 
sachusets  8c  seconded  I  believe  by  one  from  N  Jersey  that  Congress 
should  accept  the  Cession  of  Western  Territory  made  by  N  Carolina. 
Whatever  my  sentiments  might  have  been  respecting  the  Policy  of  the 
Cession  or  the  Repeal  you  may  presume  that  when  the  Honor  or  even 
the  competence  of  the  State  to  make  good  &  proper  Laws  was 
squinted  at  I  was  not  silent.  The  Motion  was  after  considerable  Debate 
withdrawn.  That  was  on  Friday.  On  the  Monday  or  Tuesday  following 
the  very  same  Motion  was  made  &  was,  as  you  will  see  by  the  Journal, 
very  nearly  carryed.  Cock  was  then  in  Town,  but  I  think  his  Presence 
produced  no  Effect  pro  nor  con.  I  question  whether  Mr  Spaights 
Health  permitted  him  to  attend  during  the  whole  of  this  debate.  I  am 
fully  informed  that  the  Question  was  lost  by  the  negative  of  some  Gen- 
tlemen who  wished  very  much  for  the  Cession  but  who  were  very  un- 
willing to  give  offence  to  a  state  that  is  admitted  on  all  Occasions  to  be 
observant  of  federal  Measures. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  utmost  Regard,  Sir,  Your  obedt 
servt,  Hu  Williamson 

RC  (PHi:  Dreer  Members  of  Congress  Collection). 

1  In  this  brief  letter  Williamson  had  informed  the  governor  of  his  arrival  in  North 
Carolina  and  asked  for  the  balance  of  his  compensation  for  his  service  in  Congress 
"from  1st  Nov.  to  the  14th  May."  N.C.  State  Records,  17:473. 

-  See  Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  to  Caswell,  June  5,  1785,  note  4. 

3  Ibid.,  note  2. 

4  That  is,  Friday,  May  13./CC,  28:351. 


David  Ramsay  to  the  Marquis  de  Barbe-Marbois 

Sir,  New-York  June  28th  1785 

I  now  send  you  the  remaining  part  of  my  manuscript,  &  the  printed 
part  which  you  have  not  seen.  You  will  see  how  I  have  profited  by  your 
remarks  in  one  instance  of  the  printed  part  relative  to  the  Treaties 
with  France.  I  have  incorporated  nine  in  ten  of  your  remarks  in  their 
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proper  places  &  I  hold  myself  much  obliged  to  you  for  them.1  I  beg 
the  favor  of  you  to  continue  them  &  to  suggest  any  thing  that  occurs 
which  ought  to  be  altered,  added  or  suppressed.  Your  suggestions 
hitherto  have  given  me  pleasure  &  I  am  sure  they  will  add  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  work.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  humble  Servt 

David  Ramsay 

RC  (Archives  du  Ministere  des  affaires  etrangeres:  Correspondance  politique,  Etats- 
Unis,  vol.  30). 

1  Marbois  informed  the  comte  de  Vergennes  on  July  15  that  he  had  proposed  nearly 
one  hundred  alterations  in  the  manuscript,  most  of  which  Ramsay  had  accepted,  for 
which  see  ibid.,  30:138-41;  and  Ramsay  to  Marbois,  June  7,  1785,  note  1. 


Charles  Thomson  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Treasury 

Gentlemen,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  June  28.  1785 

I  have  it  in  charge  to  inform  you  that  it  is  the  pleasure  of  Congress 
that  the  frigate  Alliance  be  sold  for  specie  or  public  securities  of  the 
United  States  and  that  it  be  left  at  the  option  of  the  purchaser  to  pay 
in  either;1  I  need  not  mention  the  necessity  of  altering  the  tenor  of 
your  advertisement  to  make  it  correspond  with  the  sense  of  Congress. 
I  have  therefore  only  to  assure  you  that  I  am,  with  the  greatest  re- 
spect, Gentlemen,  Your  most  obedt  &  most  humble  serv.     CT. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  For  Congress'  June  3  decision  to  sell  the  Alliance,  and  the  modification  made  this 
day  in  the  terms  to  be  offered  the  purchaser,  see  JCC,  28:228,  390,  422,  484.  For  the 
original  recommendation  of  the  former  superintendent  of  finance  Robert  Morris  to  sell 
the  Alliance,  and  Congress'  resistance  of  nearly  two  years  to  Morris'  recommendation, 
see  Morris  to  the  President  of  Congress,  September  1,  1783,  Morris,  Papers  (Ferguson), 
volumeS  (forthcoming). 


Charles  Thomson  to  William  Malcom, 
John  Dyer  Mercier,  and  Isaac  Roosevelt 

Gentlemen,  Office  of  Secry  of  Congress,  June  28.  1785 

The  contractors  for  supplying  the  garrison  of  West  point  and  its  de- 
pendencies having  by  a  memorial  stated  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
late  Superintendant  of  finance  and  that  they  have  been  aggrieved  by 
that  failure,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have  been 
pleased  to  pass  the  enclosed  resolution  empowering  you  to  enquire 
into  the  particulars  and  to  determine  what  damages,  if  any  have  been 
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sustained,  from  thai  failure-  or  from  the  Superintendant's  withdrawing 

the  Contract  and  make  report  to  Congress.1 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  Your  most  obedt  8c  Most  humble  Servt, 

CT 

I.B  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "J.D.  Merrier,  W.  Malcom,  &  Isaac  Roosevelt 

Km  I  is." 

1  For  the  enclosed  resolution,  see/CC,  28:481-83.  The  "contractors  for  supplying  the 
garrison  of  West  point."  Comfort  and  Joshua  Sands,  had  submitted  a  memorial  to  Con- 
gress on  June  13  similar  to  one  submitted  by  Sands  &  Co.  (in  conjunction  with  other 
partners)  in  February  concerning  "the  supply  of  the  moving  Army  for  1782"  which  had 
also  been  referred  to  Malcom,  Mercier,  and  Roosevelt.  For  the  disposition  of  both 
memorials,  and  the  protracted  efforts  made  to  ascertain  the  damages  due  the  petition- 
ers for  the  nonpayment  of  their  rations  contracts,  see  Thomson  to  Malcom,  Mercier, 
and  Roosevelt,  May  31,  note  1. 

A  copy  of  the  enclosed  resolution  was  also  sent  by  Thomson  this  day  under  cover  of 
the  following  brief  letter  to  "Messrs.  C  &  J.  Sands."  "I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
in  consequence  of  your  Memorial  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  have  been 
pleased  to  pass  the  enclosed  resolution  a  copy  of  which  I  have  transmitted  to  the  gentle- 
men therein  named."  PCC,  item  18A,  fol.  104. 


Charles  Thomson  to  James  Milligan 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  June  28.  1785 
The  late  Contractors  for  the  moving  army  and  the  Contractors  for 
supplying  in  the  year  1782  the  garrison  of  West  point  &  its  dependen- 
cies, having  stated  to  Congress  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  late  Super- 
intendt  of  finance  &  that  they  have  been  aggrieved  by  that  failure, 
Congress  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  the  three  gentlemen  men- 
tioned in  the  enclosed  resolution1  to  enquire  into  the  particulars  & 
determine  what  damages  if  any  have  been  sustained  from  that  failure 
or  from  the  Superintendant's  withdrawing  the  contract;  And  that  the 
gentlemen  may  obtain  full  information.  Congress  have  as  you  will  see 
by  the  enclosed  resolution  directed  you  to  attend  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  &  have  empowered  you  to  employ  Council  if  necessary. 
I  am,  Sr,  Your  most  obedt  &  most  humble  Servt.  CT. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "Mr  J.  Milligan,  Comptroller." 
1  See  the  preceding  entry. 


John  Habersham  to  George  Washington 

Sir,  New  York,  29th  June,  1 785. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  letter  from  Miss  Ruthey 
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Jones,  of  Georgia;1  and  shall  be  happy  to  forward  any  communica- 
tions you  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  that  lady. 
With  the  highest  respect,  I  am,  Sir,  Your  Obedient,  humble  servant. 

John  Habersham. 

RC  (DLC:  Washington  Papers). 

1  For  this  May  7  letter  from  Ruthey  Jones  of  Belfast,  Ga.,  who  was  reasserting  a  long- 
standing claim  of  kinship  with  Washington,  see  Washington,  Pfi/im  (Abbot),  Confedera- 
tion Series,  2:540-42. 


Charles  Pettit  to  Nathanael  Greene 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  30th.  June  1785 

Being  informed  by  Mr.  Pierce  (PMG)1  that  you  are  probably  now  at 
R.  Island,  I  venture  to  write  at  you  as  at  that  Place.  You  have  hereto- 
fore been  informed  of  the  Wreck  of  Col.  Biddle's  Affairs.2  I  am  one  of 
those  to  whom  it  is  committed  to  save  what  we  can  from  the  Wreck. 
Among  other  objects,  our  Attention  is  drawn  to  the  Lands  in  this  State 
near  Kaatskill  in  which  you  are  interested  as  Tenant  in  common.  Mr. 
Biddle  seems  confident  you  will  readily  join  us  in  making  an  entire 
Sale  of  the  Whole;  but  before  we  can  safely  act  on  that  Plan  we  must 
know  your  Mind  more  directly.  Mean  Time  we  are  giving  Orders, 
through  Mr.  A.  Gilchrist,  to  a  Mr.  Cockburne,  to  lay  off  the  Land  in 
Lots  of  200  to  300  Acres,  with  a  View  to  sell  it  in  such  parcels,  probably 
at  Auction,  as  we  must  sell  Col.  Biddle's  Estate  with  all  practicable  Ex- 
pedition. I  fear  the  Lands  will  sell  at  a  low  Rate.  I  can  get  no  Encour- 
agement to  expect  more  than  a  dollar  per  Acre,  tho'  Col.  Biddle's 
Ideas  were  raised  to  20/  or  upwards.  If  you  should  think  proper  to 
join  in  the  Sale,  it  may  be  well  for  you  to  impower  some  Person  to  act 
for  you  in  the  Business  by  special  Power  of  Attorney.  Mr.  Adam 
Gilchrist,  who  formerly  lived  with  Mr.  Biddle,  now  resides  in  this  Town 
&  I  believe  is  worthy  of  trust.  If  you  were  disposed  to  lodge  this  Power 
with  me  it  would  perhaps  be  best  to  put  it  into  other  hands  on  Acct.  of 
my  Trust  in  Col.  Biddle's  Estate. 

I  have  been  in  this  Town  4  or  5  Weeks,  studying  Forms  in  the  tem- 
porary School  established  by  the  U.  States.  As  yet  I  am  but  a  Novice,  & 
like  most  Boys  on  first  going  to  School,  see  so  many  Difficulties  before 
me,  that  wish  myself  at  home  again.  We  triffle  away  much  Time,  but 
luckily  the  Doors  are  not  open  to  expose  many  of  our  Follies;  I  wish 
our  Journals  would  testify  more  Wisdom  &  System  in  our  Decisions 
than  I  can  perceive  in  them.  We  have  long  been  choosing  a  Minister 
for  the  Hague.  The  Choice  of  7  States  fell  on  Gov  Livingston;  he  has 
declined.  The  Friends  of  Gov.  Rutledge  are  offended,  but  he  is  again 
in  Nomination  without  their  apparent  Approbation.  Chancellor  Liv- 
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ingston  is  also  named.  On  a  former  occasion  he  refused  to  be  run  for 
this  Place,  tho'  he  wanted  to  be  appointed,  as  I  am  told,  for  London. 
A  third  Comr.  of  the  Treasury  is  wanted  to  add  to  Mr.  Osgood  &:  Mr. 
Walter  Livingston — it  is  said  it  must  be  a  southern  Gentn.  Mr.  Gervais 
was  appointed  8c  refused.  Mr.  Eveleigh  has  been  named  &  withdrawn. 
Mr.  Cuthbert  (Treasurer  of  Georgia)  is  named  but  not  much  known. 
He  &  Mr.  A  Lee,  in  various  Attempts,  have  each  had  from  4  to  6  Votes 
but  get  no  higher.  Can  you  help  us  to  a  Name  from  the  southward 
that  is  suitable.3  I  am  told  I  have  been  in  nomination  some  time  ago, 
but  I  have  been  in  the  Q  M  Departmt.4  &  besides  I  do  not  reside  far 
enough  south,  the  Northern  &  Middle  Regions  having  each  one  al- 
ready. If  I  had  been  chosen  I  believe  I  should  have  accepted  it  from 
no  other  Motive  than  to  get  clear  of  the  Politicks  of  Pennsa.  I  have 
been  lugged  in  there  against  my  wish,  &  I  know  not  how  to  get  out 
with  honor  but  in  some  such  way  as  this.  I  fear  the  Event  of  the  next 
Election.  What  would  be  flattering  to  some  Minds,  I  shudder  at  the 
Apprehension  of — recent  Examples  enhance  the  Danger  in  my  View. 
And  yet  I  feel  a  Desire  for  the  Success  of  a  particular  Interest  in  that 
State,  from  various  motives,  but  I  would  rather  see  their  Measures  con- 
ducted by  an  abler  Pilot  than  my  fears  admit  will  be  found. 

I  set  out  in  Haste  to  give  you  but  a  few  Lines  on  Business,  but  I  have 
exceeded  my  own  Views,  in  the  Length  to  which  I  have  run. 

With  warm  affection  I  am,  Dr  Sir,  Yours,  Chas  Pettit 

RC  (MiU-C:  Greene  Papers). 

1  That  is,  paymaster  general  John  Pierce. 

2  For  an  announcement  in  March  of  the  bankruptcy  of  Philadelphia  merchant 
Clement  Biddle,  former  commissary  general  of  forage  under  General  Greene,  1777-80, 
see  Washington,  Papers  (Abbot),  Confederation  Series,  2:410-1 1. 

1  Arthur  Lee  was  elected  to  this  post  July  27.  JCC,  29:582. 
4  Pettit  had  been  assistant  quartermaster  general  of  the  Continental  Army  under 
Greene,  1778-81. 


David  Jackson  to  George  Bryan 

Dear  Sir  New-York  July  1st  1785 

A  case  has  lately  come  before  Congress  which  is  supposed  to  be  of 
considerable  consequence — it  contains  a  dispute  between  the  United 
States  &  some  of  the  citizens  of  Pensylvania;  the  case  is  this.  Fort  Pitt 
stands  in  one  of  Mr  Penn's  manors  of  which  he  has  lately  sold  a  con- 
siderable part  to  several  purchasers — that  part  of  the  fortification  & 
garrison  which  has  been  occupied  8c  much  improved  during  the  late 
war  is  sold  among  the  other  lot's — I  mean  the  ground  on  which  the 
improvements  stand. 
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The  purchasers  have  made  application  by  memorial  to  Congress  to 
be  put  in  possession  of  the  ground  so  purchased  &  the  buildings 
standing  thereon.  The  memorial  was  referr'd  to  the  Secretary  at  War 
to  report — he  has  done  so  8c  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  United 
States  still  require  to  have  a  millitary  Store  house  at  that  Post  8c  that  it 
cannot  be  given  up;  this  report  lies  on  the  table  ready  to  be  called  up 
&  acted  on.1  I  observed  in  the  house,  that  the  case  was  deemed  to  be 
new  8c  that  there  was  rather  a  reluctance  in  gentlemen  from  giving 
their  opinion.  I  think  the  merits  of  the  case  will  turn  on  the  act  of  As- 
sembly of  our  State  passed  Feby  20th  1780  entitled  "an  act  for  the 
preservation  of  buildings  erected  upon  the  lands  of  divers  inhabitants 
of  this  commonwealth  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  8c  vesting  such 
land  with  the  buildings  in  the  United  States  during  the  war,"  &c&c.  If 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war,  the  property  vested  in  the  United 
States  by  the  act  above  recited  absolutely  ceased — then  the  premises 
must  be  given  up — but  if  upon  a  still  existing  necessity  tho  the  war  was 
over,  the  property  could  be  retained,  then  I  think  it  would  be  of  use  to 
the  United  States  still  to  have  it  in  possession  for  sometime  to  come 
untill  the  country  below  was  more  fully  settled.  I  will  be  much  obliged 
to  you  for  your  private  opinion  on  this  act  8c  how  far  it  may  be  sup- 
posed to  operate  in  the  present  case.  I  will  further  inform  you  that 
from  accts  lately  transmitted  from  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort 
Pitt,  an  ejectment  has  been  bro't  against  him,  under  the  act  above 
abided  to,  because  he  refused  possession.  All  accts  here  from  the 
country  below  Fort  Pitt  agree  that  the  people  are  flocking  there  in 
great  abundance;  8c  possessing  themselves  of  the  lands  lately  ceded  to 
the  United  States  without  leave  or  licence.  I  could  wish  that  country 
surveyed  as  soon  as  possible  so  as  to  have  the  lands  at  market  in  a 
legal  way — some  late  accts  from  Col  Hamar  at  Fort  Mcintosh  inform 
that  he  had  driven  off  near  300  families  who  had  settled  in  this  irregu- 
lar manner — this  seems  rather  a  species  of  cruelty,  yet  something  must 
be  done  to  prevent  more  confusion  8c  bad  consequence  hereafter. 
Capt  Hutchins  will  leave  this  City  on  Monday  to  proceed  to  the  busi- 
ness of  his  mission  into  that  country  immediately — there  will  be  six 
Surveyors  who  will  attend  him  immediately.  The  Spanish  Frigate  from 
your  Port  is  expected  here  daily.  I  thought  she  was  to  sail  immediately 
for  the  Havana.  There  is  no  immediate  prospect  of  Congress  rising — 
much  remains  to  be  done,  that  ought  to  be  done  before  that  event 
should  take  place. 

I  remain,  with  much  esteem,  Sir,  your  very  Hbl  Servt, 

David  Jackson 

RC  (PHi:  Bryan  Papers). 

1  A  May  9  memorial  of  William  Duer,  agent  for  Turnbull,  Marmie  &  Co.  of  Philadel- 
phia and  their  associates  Isaac  Craig  and  Stephen  Bayard,  praying  lor  die  immediate 
evacuation  of  Fort  Pitt  so  that  his  clients  could  make  use  ol  the  land  and  buildings  foi 


492  Jui.vl,  1785 

operating  a  grain  distillery  had  been  referred  to  the  secretary  at  war  on  May  10.  So  r< 
tary  Henry  Knox's  May  12  report  simply  recommended  "that  the  prayer  of  the  memo- 
rial cannot  be  granted,"  but  no  action  was  ever  taken  upon  it.  See  PCC,  item  78, 
8:131-34.  item  151,  fols.  5-1 1;  item  190,  fol.  37;  andJCC,  28:351  n. 

In  the  meantime,  Craig  and  Bayard  had  been  proceeding  with  an  ejectment  against  Lt. 
David  I.uckett,  commandant  of  the  garrison,  in  the  Pennsylvania  courts  on  the  grounds 
that  Gen.  Thomas  Gage  had  authorized  the  relinquishment  of  crown  lights  in  the  fortifi- 
cations and  buildings  to  the  Pennsylvania  proprietors  alter  the  Treaty  of  Paris  of  1768. 
They  further  argued  that  the  Pennsylvania  law  authorizing  Continental  use  of  the  land 
"during  the  war," no  longer  justified  a  Continental  claim  lo  the  site,  but  I.uckett  had  re- 
fused to  surrender  possession  of  the  Fort  without  explicit  congressional  authorization. 

Their  suit  went  to  the  heart  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  Continental  jurisdiction  in 
such  areas,  and  Congress  chose  not  to  confront  the  issues  raised  in  the  claim.  On  the 
other  hand,  Pennsylvania  was  apparently  not  prepared  to  abandon  possession  of  the 
fort  either  should  I.uckett  withdraw  the  garrison,  for  Jackson  indicated  to  Bryan  on  July 
13  that  President  Dickinson  had  instructed  the  Pennsylvania  delegates  to  ensure  that  in 
such  an  event  the  property  should  be  delivered  by  I.uckett  to  John  Ormsby,  Michael 
Huffnagle,  Robert  Galbraith,  and  Thomas  Galbraith,  who  had  been  appointed  state 
commissioners  for  this  purpose. 

Although  rebuffed,  Turnbull,  Marmie  &  Co.  refused  to  be  deterred,  appealing  to 
Charles  Pettit  on  their  behalf  on  August  30,  and  submitting  a  new  memorial  to  Con- 
gress on  December  27,  1785.  The  latter  was  not  taken  up  until  March  20,  1786,  when  it 
was  submitted  to  a  committee  which  reported  on  the  24th  that  "under  present  circum- 
stances .  .  .  Fort  Pitt  should  remain  in  the  possession  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States," 
but  no  action  was  ever  taken  on  this  report  either. 

Duer's  memorial  is  in  PCC,  item  78,  8:131-34;  I.uckett's  correspondence  at  item  163, 
fols.  443-64;  and  Knox's  report  at  item  151,  fols.  5-11.  Turnbull,  Marmie  &  Co.'s  Au- 
gust 30  and  December  27  appeals  are  in  PCC,  item  42,  6:359-62,  7:471-74;  the  March 
24,  1786,  committee  report  against  them  at  item  19,  6:107-8  (although  misdated  March 
24,  1785,  in  JCC,  28:197).  See  also  JCC,  28:351n,  462-63n,  30:117n;  Pa.  Archives,  1st  ser. 
10:429-30,  462,  468,  477-78,  498;  >a.  Council  Minutes,  14:498,  517;  Jackson  to  Bryan, 
July  13;  and  Charles  Pettit  to  John  Dickinson,  August  12,  1785. 


Charles  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book 

[July  1-26,  1785] 
July  1st.  Delivered  to  General  Butler  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  ne- 
gotiating with  the  Western  Indians  a  sett  of  the  Journals  of  Congress 
from  1774  to  10th  of  June  1785  (1780  excepted). 

5th.  Transmitted  to  the  Executives  of  the  different  States  from 
Newhampshire  to  Georgia  inclusive  two  Copies  of  the  proceedings  of 
Congress  from  the  7th  of  April  to  the  10th  of  June  1785. 

Delivered  to  Mr.  Gardner  a  Copy  of  a  resolve  of  Congress  passed 
the  20th  June  respecting  Mr.  R  Morris  superintendant  of  finance.1 

12.  Delivered  to  Mr.  Pettit  Journals  of  Congress  for  the  years  1779, 
81,  82,  83,  84  and  up  to  the  10  of  June  1785. 

15th.  Delivered  to  Mr.  Thomson  Commissioner  for  settling  the  ac- 
counts of  the  State  of  Connecticut  with  the  United  States  the  Journals 
of  Congress  from  Novbr.  to  the  10th  of  June  1785. 
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18th.  Deliverd  to  Isaac  Sherman  for  Roger  Sherman  Journals  of 
Congress  for  the  years  1779,  1784,  and  from  November  1784  to  10th 
of  June  1785. 

19th.  Sent  to  the  Office  of  foreign  affairs  two  Letters  from  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty  dated  31st  May  1779  and  the  10th  March  1781.2 

20th.  Transmitted  to  Mr  Pinckney  a  Duplicate  of  a  Letter  dated  July 
5th  to  Mr.  J  Rutledge  Notifying  him  of  his  appointment  as  Minister  to 
the  United  Netherlands,  and  the  Acts  of  Congress  relative  thereto.3 

Delivered  to  the  Post  Master  general  Journals  of  Congress  for  the 
years  1783  &  1784  and  to  the  10th  of  June  1785  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  Committee  of  the  States. 

23d.  Delivered  to  Mr.  A  Lee  Journal  of  Congress  for  1779. 

25th.  Delivered  by  order  of  Mr.  Thomson  2  Certificates  to  Monsr. 
Dedevens  which  came  enclosed  in  his  Memorial.4 

26th.  Delivered  to  the  Secretary  for  foreign  affairs  a  Letter  of  8th 
July  from  Don  Diego  Gardoqui  to  Mr.  Jay  and  translation.5 

Letter  from  the  King  of  France  of  10th  May  1785  &  translation.6 

MS  (DNA:  PCC,  item  181).  In  the  hand  of  John  Fisher.  A  continuation  of  Thomson's 
Memorandum  Book,  June  1-30,  1785. 

1  SeeJCC,  28:468. 

2  SeeJCC,  15:1279,  20:556-57.  The  original  letters  are  in  the  PCC  Miscellaneous  Pa- 
pers, M332,  reel  5,  fols.  343-44,  363-64. 

3  See  Thomson  to  John  Rutledge,  July  5. 

4  These  certificates  have  not  been  identified,  but  for  the  efforts  of  Maurice  Desdevens 
to  obtain  a  settlement  of  his  Continental  claims,  see  JCC,  28:351,  366n.  489n,  29:497, 
519-20,  577;  and  PCC,  item  35,  fols.  231-48. 

5  SeeJCC,  29:496;  and  PCC,  item  97,  fols.  54-56. 

6  This  letter  is  in  the  PCC  Miscellaneous  Papers,  M332  reel  5,  fols.  357-58;  a  transla- 
tion is  at  folio  383. 


William  Samuel  Johnson  to 
Samuel  William  Johnson 

New  York  July  2d.  1785.  Expresses  relief  at  Mrs.  Johnson's  safe  return 
home  from  New  York  and  touches  upon  some  family  and  business 
matters.  "I  regret  that  I  did  not  take  from  Mamma  particular  Instruc- 
tions relative  to  procuring  Servants.  A  Ship  has  arrived  here  with  Ger- 
man Servants  both  Men  &  Women.  Most  of  them  were  sold  before  I 
heard  of  it,  8c  probably  they  will  be  all  gone  before  I  can  receive  an  an- 
swer from  you.  I  will  however  mention  to  you  that  the  Girls,  some 
bred  to  common  House  work,  others  to  Farming,  are  sold  at  15 
Guineas,  for  3  Years  &  an  half.  A  Man  (a  little  acquainted  with  Car- 
penters Work)  8c  his  Wife  at  36  Guineas,  4  Years.  A  Man  &  his  Wife 
about  30  Years  old,  with  their  Son  about  8  Years  old,  bred  Farmers, 
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both  the  Man  &  Woman  used  to  Mowing,  Threshing  &c  at  40  Guineas 
for  4  or  4lA  Years.  The  sister  of  this  Woman,  a  likely  Girl  about  16,  also 
at  15  Guineas,  3/*>  Years.  If  Mamma  wishes  to  obtain  any  of  them,  you 
will  let  me  know,  &  if  they  are  not  gone  I  will  endeavour  it,  but  must  in 
that  Case  hope  for  some  Money  from  Stratford,  as  I  Imagine  I  shall 
hardly  have  a  sufficiency  for  that  &  other  purposes  here.  It  is  with 
pleasure  that  I  see  you  have  receiv'd  some  of  Noble.  The  Servants  are 
I  think  rather  dear,  especially  as  they  cannot  speak  a  Word  of  English, 
8c  it  will  be  sometime  before  they  can  be  made  useful."1 

RC  (CtHi: Johnson  Papers). 

1  Johnson  also  wrote  to  "Billy"  on  July  1 1 ,  expressing  concern  over  the  state  of  Mrs. 
Johnson's  health  and  concluding  with  the  following  postscript  on  the  disappearance  of 
their  family  slave.  "Present  absconded  last  Night  in  Compy.  with  a  free  Negro,  a  tall  Fel- 
low. It  is  probable  they  are  yet  about  Town.  You  need  take  no  Notice  of  it,  but  if  she 
sho'd  appear  in  yr.  Quarter,  will  mention  it  to  me. "Johnson  Papers,  CtHi. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Thomas  Hutchins 

Sir  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  July  2d.  1785. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  enclose  you  an  Act  of  Congress,  by  which  they 
have  been  pleased  to  empower  you  to  employ  three  or  four  Indians  to 
accompany  you  in  surveying  the  western  Country.1 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  Most  obedt  humble  Servt.,  CT 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  For  this  June  30  resolve  to  assist  the  geographer  of  the  United  States  in  surveying 
western  lands,  see/CC,  28:488. 


James  McHenry  to  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer 

Dr.  Sir.  Philadelphia  4  July  1785. 

I  have  been  on  a  visit  to  this  place  for  a  few  days.  Mr.  J.  Henry  is  to 
leave  New-York  to-morrow  whither  I  return  with  a  great  deal  of  reluc- 
tance and  much  inconvenience  to  my  private  affairs.1  It  is  absolutely 
necessary  however  that  our  State  should  be  represented — the  requisi- 
tion for  752  having  not  yet  passed  the  old-paper-money  being  still  be- 
fore Congress — besides  many  other  important  questions  in  which  we 
are  peculiarly  interested.  But  altho'  I  return  immediately  to  New- York 
I  do  not  conceive  that  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  continue  beyond  the 
latter  end  of  August.  I  have  drawn  upon  you  accordingly  for  two 
months  which  I  presume  will  be  the  last.  In  the  mean  while  I  hope  it 
will  suit  some  other  gentleman  to  come  forward. 
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By  the  requisition  for  74  [i.e.,  84]  the  States  are  permitted  so  to 
model  the  collection  of  taxes  and  their  payments  into  the  fcederal 
treasury,  that  three  fourths  of  any  sum  being  paid  in  actual  money  the 
other  fourth  may  be  discharged  by  the  interest  arising  upon  liqui- 
dated debts  due  by  the  United  States  to  any  of  their  citizens.  Any  state 
therefore  being  in  possession  of  certificates  of  liquidated  debts  due  to 
her  citizens  may  pay  the  interest  thereon  in  part  of  that  requisition 
agreeably  to  the  proportion  thereby  established.  Our  State  I  suppose 
has  the  original  loan  office  certificates  which  she  received  from  her 
citizens  who  adopted  her  for  their  debtor,  the  interest  upon  which  she 
may  use  as  far  as  the  same  will  apply  in  the  discharge  of  the  requisi- 
tion of  74  [84]  or  any  future  requisitions  on  the  same  principle.  In  ad- 
dition to  these  loan  office  certificates  I  have  been  thinking  whether  it 
might  not  be  so  contrived  as  to  obtain  from  the  pay-master  or  person 
authorised  to  settle  with  our  late  line,  certificates  to  the  amount  of  the 
partial  advance  made  by  the  state,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  ei- 
ther in  the  names  of  the  officers  &  soldiers  themselves  or  in  your 
name  as  their  representative.  Nothing  can  be  more  reasonable  and 
just  than  that  the  state  should  be  put  in  the  situation  which  her  troops 
would  be  in  had  she  made  them  no  advance.  They  would  get  a  certifi- 
cate intitled  to  and  bearing  an  interest  to  be  paid  annually  by  the 
United  States.  Any  individual  who  had  purchased  their  right  to  five 
months  pay  would  have  got  a  certificate.  The  state  purchased  such 
right  and  ought  to  have  such  certificate  as  they  themselves  would  have 
obtained.  Should  the  State  only  get  a  credit  for  her  advance  to  her 
line,  it  would  be  getting  nothing.  A  State  credit  intitles  a  State  to  no  in- 
terest until  a  final  adjustment  and  partition  of  the  public  debt;  and 
then  only,  if  it  appears  that  she  advanced  beyond  her  proportion,  in 
which  case  she  will  be  intitled  to  an  interest  upon  what  she  has  ex- 
ceeded that  proportion.  Now  as  the  day  of  partitioning  the  advances 
of  the  several  States,  as  some  have  conjectured,  may  be  as  remote  as 
the  day  of  judgement,  such  a  credit  is  not  likely  to  be  of  much  service 
to  our  State.  Perhaps  you  will  have  it  in  your  power  to  carry  this  opera- 
tion to  many  other  advances  made  by  our  citizens  to  the  United 
States,  which  our  state  has  either  assumed  the  payment  of  or  has  actu- 
ally paid,  and  which  is  not  yet  adjusted  by  the  fcederal  commissioner 
who  has  power  to  settle  such  accounts. 

But  I  have  another  object  in  view  besides  obtaining  certificates  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  State.  Impressments  were  made  within  our 
State  for  the  support  of  the  army  employed  in  the  siege  of  York,  and  I 
believe  at  the  pressing  instance  of  General  Washington.  I  wish  to  be 
provided  with  authentic  copies  of  his  letters  on  this  occasion,  for  I 
think  it  behoves  us  to  endeavour  to  get  a  credit  for  what  was  then  fur- 
nished out  of  the  next  requisition.  The  supplies  drawn  from  the  east- 
ward for  that  siege  were  paid  by  contract;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
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but  that  what  we  furnished  would  have  been  also  on  contract,  had  not 
the  army  required  a  more  instant  mode  for  its  support.  You  will  there- 
fore be  good  enough  to  hasten  forward  with  as  much  expedition  as 
possible  a  copy  of  the  documents  and  act  upon  which  the  impress  was 
founded.  It  would  be  a  great  relief  to  the  State  could  we  obtain  a 
credit  in  the  next  requisition  for  what  we  then  furnished.  At  all  events 
it  is  our  duty  to  try  to  obtain  it. 

If  there  was  a  reasonable  hope  that  a  final  adjustment  and  appor- 
tionment would  take  place  in  a  reasonable  time  these  matters  would 
be  of  less  consequence — but  under  present  appearances  you  will  per- 
ceive, whether  the  States  be  called  upon  for  specie  to  pay  the  whole  of 
the  interest  on  the  domestic  debt,  or  whether  they  be  permitted  annu- 
ally to  pay  a  part  thereof  by  discounts  in  the  mode  proposed  by  the 
last  years  requisition  that  in  either  case  it  is  equally  important  and  to 
the  interest  of  our  State  to  get  certificates  in  as  many  instances  as  pos- 
sible instead  of  a  State  credit  which  cannot  be  a  present  convenience  to 
the  State,  and  which  eventually  may  prove  of  no  service. 

Present  my  cordial  regards  to  Mr.  Stone.  Advise  with  him  on  these 
matters  for  he  understands  them  better  than  I  do  and  believe  me  to 
be  Dr  Sir  yours  very  sincerely,  James  McHenry 

[P.S.]  I  must  ask  your  forgiveness  for  this  letter  as  I  have  not  time  to 
make  a  fair  copy. 

RC  (NN:  Emmet  Collection,  no.  1025). 

1  John  Henry  last  attended  Congress  on  July  2.  McHenry  had  apparently  left  New 
York  for  Philadelphia  after  attending  Congress  on  Tuesday,  June  21.  In  a  June  19 
love  note  to  his  wife,  in  which  he  burst  into  verse  at  the  prospect  of  being  reunited 
with  her,  McHenry  expressed  the  hope  "that  I  shall  be  able  to  leave  this  place  on 
Tuesday  evening  so  as  to  be  with  my  beloved  on  Wednesday."  McHenry  Papers, 
MdHi.  He  did  not  resume  his  seat  in  Congress  until  July  12.  See  JCC,  28:471,  479, 
29:494,  497,  520,  524. 

2  That  is,  1785.  McHenry  also  wrote  "74"  for  1784  twice  in  the  following  paragraph. 


Charles  Thomson  to 
the  Court  of  Appeals  Judges 

Gentlemen,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  July  5.  1785 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  comee.  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  letter  of  23  Deer.  1 784  from  Messr.  Griffin  &  Lowell  two  of 
the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  reported  as  their  opinion  "that  the 
present  judges  of  the  court  of  Appeals  are  still  in  Commission  &  that 
it  will  be  necessary  that  the  court  of  Appeals  should  remain  upon  its 
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present  establishment  except  with  respect  to  the  salaries  of  the  judges 

which  should  cease  from  the  day  of and  that  in  lieu 

thereof  they  should  be  allowed dollars  per  day  during  the  time 

they  shall  attend  the  sitting  of  the  courts  and  including  the  time  they 
shall  be  necessarily  employed  in  travelling  to  and  from  the  said 
Courts."1  When  this  was  taken  into  Consideration  it  was  the  opinion 
of  some  that  the  commission  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  Appeals 
should  be  vacated  and  annulled  and  for  this  purpose  they  moved  to 
postpone  the  report  in  order  to  take  up  a  proposition  to  this  effect; 
but  this  not  being  carried  the  report  was  recommitted  and  thereupon 
Congress  passed  the  resolution,  which  it  becomes  my  duty  to  transmit 
and  by  which  you  will  see  the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals are  continued  only  to  the  first  of  this  Month.2 

With  great  Respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen,  Your  most 
obedient  &  Most  humble  Serv, 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  'The  honble.  Cyrus  Griffin,  the  honble.  George 
Read,  The  honble.  John  Lowell." 

1  For  this  report  on  the  letter  from  Griffin  and  Lowell,  see  Thomson  to  John 
Lawrence,  February  20,  1785,  note  2. 

2  For  this  July  1  resolution,  which  was  adopted  after  Congress  failed  to  take  action  on 
a  motion  for  formally  vacating  the  commissions  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals, 
see/CC,  29:491-93. 


Charles  Thomson  to  John  Rutledge 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  July  5.  1785 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  United  States  in  Congress 

assembled  have  this  day  Unanimously  elected  you  their  Minister 

plenipotentiary  to  the  United  Netherlands. 

The  acts  of  Congress  which  you  have  enclosed  will  give  you  more 

full  information  of  this  matter  and  of  the  emolument,  &  duration  of 

the  appointment.1 

You  will  please  to  accept  my  congratulations  on  the  occasion,  and 

an  Assurance  of  the  great  respect  &  esteem  with  which  I  have  the 

honor  to  be,  Sir,  Your  Most  obedt  &  Most  humble  Servt, 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Endorsed:  "The  first  sent  in  the  Helena— Capt.  Williams- 
sailed  from  Phila.  the  9th  July  1785." 

1  Thomson  noted  in  the  margin  of  this  paragraph  that  the  enclosed  acts  were  dated 
May  7,  1784,  and  February  18  and  July  5,  1785,  for  which  see/CC,  26:353-54,  28:84, 
29:497.  Rutledge's  August  1  letter  declining  the  appointment  was  read  in  Congress  on 
the  21th.  /CC,  29:654-55. 
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William  Samuel  Johnson  to  Matthew  Griswold 

Sr.,  New  York  July  9th.  1785. 

Coll.  Cook  having  found  it  necessary  to  return  home  for  a  few  Days,  it 
is  incumbant  upon  me  singly  to  Acknowledge  the  receit  of  yr.  Excellys. 
several  favours  of  the  16th,  21st  8c  27th  of  June  with  their  inclosures. 

Genl.  Parsons  having  before  we  rec'd  his  Nomination  to  the  Survey- 
orship  been  appointed  to  another  Office  by  Congress  we  tho't  it  expe- 
dient to  suspend  the  Nomination  till  he  sho'd  have  determined  with 
respect  to  the  other  Appointment,  which  I  hope  we  shall  soon  be  in- 
form'd  of.1  Mean  time  having  stated  the  Circumstances  of  the  Affair 
to  the  Geographer,  such  arrangements  will  take  place  as  to  prevent 
any  Inconvenience  from  the  delay.  The  Attention  of  the  Genl.  Assem- 
bly to  make  provision  for  our  support  here  8c  yr.  Excellys. 
Instruct  [ion]  s  to  expedite  the  Collection  of  the  Money  are  very  oblig- 
ing, &  lay  us  under  the  strongest  Engagements  to  Endeavour  strenu- 
ously that  our  Attendance  here  may  be  of  some  use  to  the  public.  The 
solicitude  the  Genl.  Assembly  have  express'd  for  the  speedy  settle- 
ment of  the  Accounts  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  with  the  United 
States  is  extremely  laudable.  It  is  an  Object  of  the  highest  Importance, 
8c  the  want  of  such  a  settlement  among  all  the  States  in  the  Union 
gives  extreme  Embarrasst  8c  Delay  to  all  Fedaral  Measures,  Every  State 
contendg  that  they  are  in  Advance.  Strongly  impress'd  by  the  experi- 
ence of  these  Inconveniencies,  Congress  have  for  some  time  past 
turn'd  their  Attention  to  this  subject  8c  have  very  lately  refer'd  it  to 
the  Board  of  Treasury  to  consider  8c  Report  Measures  8c  Arrange- 
ments to  facilitate  &  expedite  the  settlement  of  those  Accounts,  8c 
with  the  greatest  dispatch  to  effect  a  complete  adjustment  of  all  the 
Accounts  of  the  Union.2  What  that  Report  will  be,  or  what  Measures 
may  finally  be  Adopted  it  is  impossible  to  foresee.  But  I  conjecture  it 
may  probably  terminate  in  the  Appointment  of  new  Commissioners 
where  it  shall  be  found  Necessary  whose  Attention  shall  be  confined 
solely  to  the  State  accounts  with  the  Union,  and  to  Oblige  the  several 
States  to  Exhibit  their  Accounts  within  a  limited  time  under  some 
Penalty,  perhaps  the  loss  of  the  Interest  upon  every  Account  which 
shall  not  be  Exhibited  to  the  Commr.  by  the  time  specified.  These 
measures  anticipate  in  some  degree  the  Views  of  the  Genl.  Assembly 
of  Connecticut  8c  will  I  hope  produce  effects  eventually  correspon- 
dent to  their  Wishes.  In  the  mean  time  they  have  the  less  reason  to  be 
deeply  Anxious  about  their  particular  Accounts,  as  few  States,  I  be- 
lieve are  so  forward  as  Connecticut,  some  have  hardly  as  yet  enter'd 
upon  the  business  &  of  those  States  who  have  begun,  very  few  I  fancy 
have  made  so  much  progress  as  Connecticut  And  till  all  are  com- 
pleated  no  final  Adjustment  you  are  sensible  can  be  effected. 
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Notwithstanding  the  Measures  already  adopted  I  have  laid  your  Ex- 
cellys.  Letter  upon  this  Subject  &  the  Remarks  received  some  time 
since  from  the  Commee.  of  Pay  Table,  before  the  Board  of  Treasury  & 
shall  with  the  Assistance  of  my  worthy  Colleague  pursue  every  mea- 
sure requisite  as  well  to  obtain  an  early  Report  from  the  Board,  as  to 
expedite  the  eventual  Measures  to  be  taken  by  Congress  thereupon. 

The  Requisition  still  labours  under  multiplied  Obstructions  which  no 
Efforts  hitherto  exerted,  tho'  they  have  been  extremely  vigorous,  have 
yet  been  able  to  remove.3  Congress  have  lately  spent  some  time  upon 
the  subject  of  Commerce,  as  well  as  that  of  a  Mint,4  but  have  yet  come 
to  no  final  Conclusions  upon  either.  Those  subjects  will  probably  be  re- 
sumed again  next  week.  The  affair  of  Wyoming  is  postponed  to  the 
15th  of  Septr.  as  Other  matters  of  Consequence  are  as  usual  in  Train. 

You  have  seen  by  the  Papers  that  Mr.  Gardoqui  has  been  receiv'd  as 
the  Minister  of  Spain.5  He  applied  yesterday  to  know  when,  8c  with 
whom  he  sho'd  enter  upon  the  Objects  of  his  Mission.  This  shews  a 
good  disposition  to  the  dispatch  of  Business  to  which  he  will  receive  a 
speedy  answer,  8c  the  Negotiations  may  be  soon  open'd  but  I  will  not 
engage  they  will  be  very  soon  closed.  We  have  much  to  say  to  him  as 
well  as  he  to  us. 

I  am  extremely  sorry  to  find  yr.  Excellys.  Health  has  been  so  much 
affected  by  the  fatigues  of  Business.  I  pray  God  to  give  you  perfect  re- 
covery as  well  as  the  firmest  Vigor  to  continue  yr.  Attention  to  public 
Affairs  8c  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  most  perfect  respect  8c  Es- 
teem, Yr.  Excellys.  Most  obedt.  8c  most  humble  Servt. 

FC  (CtHi:  Johnson  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  William  Samuel  Johnson. 

1  For  Johnson's  nomination  of  Samuel  Holden  Parsons  on  July  26,  and  Parsons'  ap- 
pointment as  surveyor  on  September  21,  seeJCC,  29:576n,  725. 

2  On  July  7  Congress  had  instructed  the  board  of  treasury  to  "report  the  most  practi- 
cable measures  for  expediting  the  settlement  of  the  accounts"  of  the  states  with  the 
United  States,  and  the  following  day  added  an  instruction  to  the  board  to  recommend 
"fixing  a  time  for  the  States  to  bring  in  or  lodge  their  Accts.  agst.  the  United  States." 
JCC,  29:516,  520n.  The  board's  report  was  submitted  July  14  and  assigned  for  considera- 
tion July  20,  but  in  the  meantime  Congress  resumed  consideration  of  a  revised  report 
on  the  requisition  for  1785,  and  thereafter  various  issues  related  to  the  settlement  of 
the  states'  accounts  were  subsumed  in  the  debates  over  the  requisition,  which  contin- 
ued to  September  27  when  the  1785  requisition  was  finally  adopted.  SeeJCC,  29:536-39, 
547-49,  580-81,  584-85,  592-93,  616-18,  621-22,  695-98.  The  following  day  Congress 
appointed  a  grand  committee  "To  report  an  Ordinance  for  expediting  the  settlement  of 
the  public  Accots.,"  but  no  formal  action  was  taken  on  the  issue  during  1785,  although 
James  Monroe  offered  a  motion  on  December  30  for  instructing  the  commissioners  of 
accounts  on  the  use  of  evidence  "in  cases  where  no  written  vouchers  are  or  can  be  pro- 
duced." JCC,  29:779n,  912.  A  new  ordinance  on  the  subject  was  not  adopted  until  Octo- 
ber 13,  1786.  JCC,  31:779-81.  See  also  Joseph  Cardner  to  John  Dickinson,  October  1, 
1785;  and  Nathan  Dane  to  Samuel  Phillips,  January  20,  1786. 

'  For  some  of  the  "obstructions"  that  slowed  the  progress  of  the  proceedings  leading 
lo  the  adoption  of  the  requisition  for  1785  on  September  27,  see  James  McHenry  to 
John  Hall,  Septemher  27-28,  1785. 
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•'  See  William  Grayson  to  George  Washington,  July  25,  note  5. 

5  For  Don  Diego  de  Gardoqui's  July  2  audience  in  Congress  and  the  subsequent  cor- 
dial exchange  between  John  Jay  and  Gardoqui,  see  /(.('.,  29:494-96. 


Elbridge  Gerry  to 
Timothy  Pickering  and  Samuel  Hodgdon 

Dear  sirs,  New  York.  1 1  th  July  1 785 

I  left  Boston  the  27th  of  June  &r  arrived  in  Town  the  4th  Instant,1 
having  previous  to  my  leaving  Massachusetts,  been  favoured  with  your 
joint  Letter  of  the  14th  of  May;  &  Colo  Hodgdon 's  of  the  17th  of  the 
same  Month. 

Every  Thing  is  done  I  perceive  in  Mr  Willings  Case  respecting  Secu- 
rity, that  the  Law  permits — I  have  no  Reason  to  apprehend  from  him 
such  barefaced  Fraud,  as  that  of  surrendering  himself  to  avoid  the 
Debt;  but  should  this  be  possible,  &  actually  happen,  You  will  take  the 
proper  steps  for  continuing  his  Confinement,  untill  You  can  hear 
from  Me  on  the  Subject;  for  I  should  feel  a  Disposition,  at  any  Ex- 
pence,  to  punish  such  a  principle.2 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  your  Land  Speculation  has  been  successful 
in  so  great  a  Degree,  &  flatter  myself  there  is  yet  an  extensive  Field  for 
amusements  of  this  Kind. 

Will  You  be  so  kind  as  to  inform  me  whether  any  Mode  is  adopted 
for  payment  of  the  Interest  of  Loan  Certificates  issued  from  Smith's 
office  to  the  Citizens  of  other  States?  &  also  what  is  the  Fate  of  the 
Certificates,  the  Numbers  of  which  I  lately  transmitted  You. 

Mr  King  has  communicated  Mr  P's  Letter  to  him  on  the  Subject  of 
an  appointment  to  the  Office  of  Treasurer,  &  We  are  happy  in  having 
Wishes  that  perfectly  correspond  with  his  own  Views  on  the  Subject. 

I  remain  Gentlemen  with  the  most  perfect  Esteem  your  sincerely 

E  Gerry 

[P.S.]  Mr  Hooper  of  Marblehead  wishes  to  be  informed  of  the  Result 
of  Your  Application  respecting  his  Loan  office  Certificates — be  so 
obliging  as  to  inform  me  of  the  price  of  good  Champaign  by  the  Dozn. 

RC  (DNA:  RG  93,  #30060).  Addressed:  "Messrs.  Pickering  &  Hodgden  at  Philadelphia." 

1  Gerry  apparendy  returned  to  his  seat  in  Congress  on  July  7.  He  was  not  present  at  a 
vote  recorded  early  that  date,  but  was  appointed  to  a  committee  later  in  the  day.  See 
/CC,  29:516,  518n. 

2  See  also  Gerry  to  Pickering  and  Hodgdon,  July  18  and  August  1;  and  to  Hodgdon, 
August  25. 
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Charles  Thomson  to  James  Wilson 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  July  11th.  1785 

Agreeably  to  your  desire  I  enclose  you  Certified  Copies  of  Mr.  R. 
Morris's  Letter  of  28th  May  1781 '  to  a  Committee  of  Congress  and  of 
his  Letters  of  21th  &  27th  June  to  the  president  of  Congress2 — Also 
the  Copy  of  Mr  Meriweather  Smith's  Motion3  mentioned  in  the  first 
Letter  which  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  to  whom  that  Let- 
ter was  addressed,  together  with  the  previous  and  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress  on  that  motion. 

You  have  also  enclosed  the  Act  of  Congress  of  6th  July  1781  approv- 
ing the  Superintendant's  acceptance  of  the  trust  and  powers  granted 
him  by  certain  resolutions  of  the  Assembly  of  Pensylvania  bearing  date 
25th  June  1781;4  and  a  Copy  of  Mr  President  Reed's  Letter  of  22d  May 
1781,5  stating  the  inefficacy  of  the  modes  provided  by  the  Assembly 
for  procuring  supplies  and  the  inability  of  the  Executive  to  render 
those  services  which  the  importance  of  the  occasion  demanded. 

With  great  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  Your  most  obedt.  8c 
most  hum  servt.  CT 

(DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  Actually  May  29,  for  which  see  Morris,  Papers  (Ferguson),  1:87-88. 

2  Ibid.,  pp.  161-62,  185-86. 

3  See  ibid.,  p.  95n;  and  fCC,  20:555-56. 
*JCC,  20:723-24. 

5  See  Pa.  Archives,  1st  ser.,  9:162-63. 


David  Howell  to  Abraham  Yates 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  12  July  1785. 

Your  favour  of  30  Ult.  came  duly  to  hand  &  for  which  you  will 
please  to  accept  my  thanks.  The  kind  notice  you  have  been  pleased  to 
take  of  me  8c  the  opinion  you  seem  to  have  of  my  good  intentions  are 
exceedingly  flattering — &  you  will  suffer  me  to  assure  you  that  I  have 
enrolled  you  in  the  List  of  my  particular  friends — and  that  a  line  from 
you  will  at  any  time  find  a  very  welcome  reception. 

Soon  after  you  left  the  City  I  was  taken  very  ill  of  a  violent  cold.  For 
about  4  weeks  I  was  unable  to  attend  in  Congress.1  I  am  now,  blessed 
be  God,  in  a  good  way  of  recovering;  but  do  not  find  myself,  even  yet, 
fully  capable  of  undertaking  any  business  that  requires  close  atten- 
tion. This  is  the  true  &  only  reason  that  you  have  not  heard  from  me 
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before.  I  cannot  promise  any  thing  but  the  continuation  of  my  es- 
teeme  for  you  &  of  my  attachment  to  the  freedom  of  these  States: 
However,  if  health  should  be  perfectly  restored,  I  may  yet  comply  with 
your  wishes  on  the  subject  you  mention. 

The  period  will  doubtless  arrive  when  the  Liberties  of  this  Country 
will  face  a  sacrifice — but  I  hope,  in  God,  that  is  not  nigh.  The  power- 
giving-System  is  not  abandoned,  I  find,  by  its  advocates  in  this  City  & 
State;  I  hope  the  Rough-Hewer  will,  therefore,  continue  to  stand  with 
his  loins  girt  &  his  ax  in  his  hand.2 

With  great  respect  I  remain,  Dr  Sir,  Your  sincere  friend 

D.  Howell. 

RC  (NN:  Yates  Papers). 

1  Howell  was  unable  to  attend  Congress  May  6  to  25.  See/CC,  28:339,  341,  389,  391,  405. 

2  Yates,  the  Continental  loan  officer  of  New  York,  "wrote  frequently  and  eloquendy, 
sometimes  under  the  pen  names  'Rough  Hewer'  and  'Rough  Hewer,  Jr.,'  in  defense  of  the 
sovereignty  of  his  state  and  in  opposition  to  Congressional  aggrandizement."  DAB,  10:598. 


James  Monroe  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir  New  York  July  12,  1785. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  journals  so  far  as  they  are  printed.  They  con- 
tain nothing  you  will  find  respecting  the  requisition  nor  the  commer- 
cial interests  of  the  union.  The  former  upon  the  report  of  a  commit- 
tee hath  been  frequently  before  Congress  of  late  and  as  often 
recommitted,  in  which  state  it  now  lies.  As  the  principal  part  of  the 
debt  which  in  other  States  forms  a  part  of  the  present  estimate,  for 
the  payment  of  whose  interest  the  requisition  is  in  that  degree  made, 
contracted  by  Qr.  Masters,  commissaries  &ca  with  individuals  in  the 
liquidation  whereof  the  commissrs.  of  the  U  S.  with  those  of  each 
State  are  now  engag'd  was  contracted  in  ours  by  State  impressments 
and  of  course  consider'd  and  provided  for  as  a  State  debt,  we  thought 
it  our  duty  to  propose  "that  in  all  cases  wherein  claims  of  individuals 
by  payment  of  the  principal  or  other  satisfactory  compensation  have 
been  transfer'd  to  the  States  of  which  they  are  citizens,  the  sd.  States 
shall  be  consider'd  as  Standing  in  the  place  of  the  individuals  and  en- 
titled to  all  the  benefits  which  wod.  otherwise  have  belong'd  to  them." 
Two  thirds  of  the  amt.  requir'd  will  be  necessary  to  discharge  the  in- 
terest upon  the  domestic  debt,  &  this  may  be  so  modified  in  the  col- 
lection as  to  admit  certificates  of  interest  in  discount  upon  the  liqui- 
dated debt.  Our  object  therefore  was  to  extend  this  facility  to  the  State 
to  obtain  for  her  a  discount  of  so  much  as  she  paid  to  her  citizens  of 
those  debts  due  them  by  the  U  States,  and  thereby  prevent  the  pay- 
ment of  double  her  proportion,  for  the  discharge  of  similar  debts 
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within  other  states  while  she  was  exhausted  by  making  it  to  her  own 
citizens.  To  complete  the  facility  to  the  States  whose  accts.  were  unliq- 
uidated, we  also  propos'd,  "that  for  that  reason  and  as  each  State  sup- 
pos'd  she  had  advancd  her  federal  quota  and  requisitions  upon  a 
contrary  principle,  untill  they  shod,  be  liquidated,  might  be  injurious 
to  those  with  whom  it  shod,  be  the  case,  so  far  as  they  applied  to  the 
domestic  debt  that  the  requisitions  might  be  so  modified  in  their  col- 
lection as  that  the  States  might  pay  in  their  quotas  in  either  the  princi- 
pal or  interest  of  such  accts.  as  shod,  be  liquidated."  We  presum'd  the 
U  States  wod.  be  benefited  by  a  State's  availing  itself  of  this  facility,  as 
it  must  always  be  the  interest  of  the  debtor  to  diminish  the  principal 
in  preference  to  the  interest  of  a  debt  where  the  engagment  is  not  to 
pay  interest  upon  interest.  Lastly  we  propos'd  "that  dolrs.  shod,  be  de- 
ducted out  of  the  requisition  in  payment  of  that  amt.  of  the  advances 
of  the  State  for  the  expedition  to  the  Kaskaskias  &ca."  These  proposi- 
tions were  not  reed,  in  the  most  favorable  manner.1  As  to  the  first  they 
said  "that  the  assumption  on  the  part  of  the  State  8c  payment  to  its 
own  citizens  of  the  debts  due  by  the  U  S.  were  voluntary  acts,  that 
such  advances  therefore  must  be  consider'd  as  State-advances  and  to 
be  taken  into  consideration  upon  the  final  liquidation  of  State  accts. 
when  the  advances  of  all  the  States  and  their  respective  quotas  were 
ascertain'd  and  apportion'd.  That  these  advances  also  were  in  dis- 
charge of  specific  requisitions  to  which  the  State  had  given  its  assent 
in  a  motion  by  her  delegates  when  the  detachment  of  Wayne  was 
marching  southwds."  We  answer'd  that  the  failure  in  specific  requisi- 
tions (and  we  would  grant  we  had  absolutely  fail'd  which  however  was 
not  the  case)  was  like  failures  in  all  other  requisitions,  that  if  we  paid 
less  in  that  than  other  States  we  had  exeeeded  in  equal  degree  in 
other  instances,  that  these  payments  or  failures  under  requisitions 
stood  on  the  same  ground  8c  were  to  be  settled  on  the  same  princi- 
ples. That  the  resolution  respecting  Wayne  was  confin'd  only  to  the 
troops  under  his  command  and  untill  he  shod,  reach  the  Marquis  of 
Fayatte,  or  if  extended  to  all  the  regular  troops  then  in  the  State  or 
during  the  campaign  it  had  no  connection  with  the  Militia  and  State 
impressments  for  militia  &  regular  troops;  or  if  extended  to  the  whole 
in  either  instance  and  untill  the  payment  of  the  whole  requisition,  for 
the  extra-advance  there  shod,  be  some  consideration.  In  opposition  to 
the  2d  proposition  it  was  urg'd  "that  here  is  the  estimate  of  the  pub- 
lick  debt  lor  the  payment  of  whose  interest  a  requisition  is  to  be 
made;  how  can  the  interest  be  paid  upon  the  estimate  when  the 
money  necessary  lor  it  is  to  be  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  princi- 
pal in  some  of  the  States."  Upon  the  3d  proposition  we  had  previously 
taken  the  sense  of  Congress  but  we  thought  propel  to  bring  it  again  lo 
their  view  that  we  might  know  what  they  intended  doing  in  it.  They 
were  .ill  three  committed  after  several  days  debate  &  the  opinion  of 
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the  committee  being  agnst  them  after  a  few  days  obtain'd  a  discharge. 
The  report  of  the  requisition  will  probably  be  brought  in  to  day.  All 
the  States  Eastwd.  of  Pensyla.  inclusive  are  interested  in  keeping  up 
the  present  estimate  and  regulating  the  collection  of  the  sums  call'd 
for  so  as  to  pay  the  interest  of  it  and  of  it  alone.  In  vain  it  is  argued 
that  it  is  not  founded  on  the  true  state  of  the  domestic  debt  and  there- 
fore improper  &  oppressive.  That  untill  the  liquidation  takes  place  it 
shod,  be  accomodated  as  much  as  possible  to  the  convenience  of  the 
States.  That  it  cannot  be  expected  whilst  some  of  the  States  fail  alto- 
gether 8c  present  at  the  same  time  an  assylum  to  those  who  fly  from 
the  duties  of  govt,  that  others  will  continue  to  harrass  their  citizens  in 
making  payments.  I  intended  saying  something  upon  the  commercl. 
subject  but  have  not  time.  Don  Diego  de  Gardoqui  hath  arriv'd  8c 
been  presented  to  Congress.  He  presented  a  letter  of  credence  from 
the  King  8c  has  full  powers  to  treat  upon  the  subject  of  the  disputed 
boundary  &ca  yet  he  is  stil'd  Encargado  de  negotios,  in  consequence 
of  the  character  of  our  resid[en]t  at  Madrid.  We  take  his  stile  from  his 
letter  of  credence  &  call  him  Encargado  de  negotios.  He  is  a  polite  & 
sensible  man.  I  have  enquir'd  into  the  report  of  the  commissrs.  of 
Georgia  to  treat  with  those  of  Spn.  &  find  it  hath  arose  from  the  appli- 
cation of  a  vain  old  man2  to  the  Georgia  Legislature  who  reed,  for  an- 
swer "they  wod.  attend  to  it  in  good  time"  returning  home  under  an 
impression  his  affrs.  were  in  a  good  way  &  gave  those  he  conferr'd 
with  reason  to  believe  he  was  authoriz'd  to  treat.  This  the  Delegates  of 
that  State  suppose  to  be  the  case.  Yr.  several  letters  to  Mr.  Jefferson  I 
have  regularly  forwarded  in  the  packets  as  I  have  reed  them.  I  am 
dear  Sir  very  respectfully  yr.  fnd.  &  servt.  Jas.  Monroe 

P.  S.  What  say  you  to  a  trip  to  the  Indian  Treaty  to  be  held  on  the 
Ohio — sometime  in  August  or  Sepr.  I  have  thoughts  of  it  8c  shod,  be 
happy  in  your  company.  We  might  meet  somewhere  on  the  way — or 
perhaps  you  have  thoughts  of  a  trip  this  way — packets  sail  every  week 
eastwd.  to  R.  Island  &  Boston — a  stage  is  also  establish 'd  to  lake  George 
8c  the  communication  over  lake  Champlain  to  Montreal  and  Quebec 
easy  &  expeditious.  Agreeable  company  may  be  found  either  way. 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  For  these  three  provisions  in  Monroe's  motion  of  June  22,  sixty  copies  of  which 
were  printed  for  debate,  see/CC,  28:473-74,  29:924;  and  PCC,  item  36,  3:49-52.  On  July 
18  the  Virginia  delegates  reasserted  the  first  and  third  of  Monroe's  claims  concerning 
credit  to  states  for  impressments  and  reimbursement  to  Virginia  for  the  expenses  of 
George  Rogers  Clark's  western  campaigns,  but  both  were  defeated  by  sectional  votes 
with  Virginia  standing  alone  on  the  latter  provision.  JCC,  29:547-49.  See  also  Virginia 
Delegates  to  Patrick  Henry,  April  2,  note  2. 

For  an  explanation  of  Monroe's  special  use  of  the  term  "facility"  to  describe  discounts 
on  interest  paid  by  a  state  on  loan  office  certificates  held  by  its  own  citizens,  see  James 
McHenry's  Committee  Report,  ante  March  31,  note. 
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2  That  is,  Thomas  Green  whose  petition  to  the  Georgia  legislature  on  behalf  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Natchez  led  to  a  February  1785  authorization  to  estahlish  the  county  of 
Bourbon  in  territory  under  Spanish  control.  Four  commissioners,  including  Green, 
were  dispatched  to  negotiate  with  Spanish  authorities  but  were  expressly  instructed  to 
avoid  any  conflict  with  Spaniards  or  Indians  and  to  exert  authority  only  in  those  areas 
Spain  did  not  claim  or  was  willing  to  relinquish  to  them.  Arriving  first,  Green  violated 
his  instructions  by  threatening  the  Spanish  commandant  with  military  expulsion  and  at- 
tempting to  form  a  county  government  under  his  own  leadership.  Upon  their  arrival, 
the  remaining  commissioners  sought  to  pacify  Spanish  authorities  while  local  residents 
divided  into  pro-American  and  anti-American  camps.  Learning  of  the  dispute,  the 
Spanish  minister  in  New  York,  Don  Diego  de  Gardoqui,  protested  Georgia's  interfer- 
ence in  West  Florida  in  a  letter  of  September  23  to  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs 
which  was  presented  to  Congress  and  referred  on  the  27th  to  a  committee  consisting  of 
William  Grayson,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Rufus  King,  John  Kean,  and  William  Samuel  John- 
son. Congress  adopted  the  committee's  report  on  October  13  but  in  so  doing  ignored 
the  fact  that  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation  no  state  could  negotiate  with  a  foreign 
power  over  territorial  jurisdiction.  It  chose  instead  to  assert  its  own  right  to  the  territory 
in  question,  although  it  expressed  its  disapproval  of  "the  unwarrantable  attempts  of  any 
individual  to  disturb  the  good  understanding"  subsisting  between  the  two  nations.  For 
their  part  the  Georgia  delegates  disavowed  Green's  actions  and  assured  Gardoqui  that 
"the  emigrants  to  that  Country  were  expressly  inhibited  from  interrupting  the  Subjects 
of  Spain,  or  any  other  persons  whom  they  might  find  in  possession  of  the  territory  or 
any  part  thereof."  The  matter  ended  when  Spanish  authorities  acted  on  the  orders  of 
Bernardo  de  Galvez,  the  viceroy  of  New  Spain,  and  expelled  the  Georgia  commissioners 
from  Natchez.  See  JCC,  29:774n,  829-30;  PCC,  item  97,  fols.  81-90,  item  190,  fol.  68; 
Kenneth  Coleman,  The  American  Revolution  in  Georgia,  1763-1789  (Athens:  University  of 
Georgia  Press,  1958),  pp.  261-64;  and  Edmund  C.  Burnett,  ed.,  "Papers  Relating  to 
Bourbon  County,  Georgia,  1785-1786,"  AHR,  15  (October  1909-January  1910):  66-111, 
297-353. 


Charles  Thomson  to  William  Thompson 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress.  July  12th.  1785 

Herewith  you  have  enclosed  a  Letter  of  the  6th  from  D.  Stoddard, 
together  with  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  8th  referring  the  said  Letter 
with  the  papers  enclosed  to  you  in  order  that  you  may  liquidate  and  fi- 
nally settle  all  his  accounts  with  the  United  States.1 
I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  and  Most  humble  Servt. 

C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "Commissioner  for  settling  the  Accounts  of  Con- 
necticut with  the  United  States." 

1  Dr.  Darius  Stoddard's  July  6  letter  is  not  in  the  PCC,  but  it  was  probably  c  on<  crned 
with  his  efforts  to  obtain  a  settlement  of  his  depreciation  pay  while  employed  in  the 
hospital  department  in  Connecticut,  which  he  had  originally  sought  in  April  1783.  See 
PCC,  item  78,  21:301-5;  JCC,  24:262,  316,  329;  and  Morris,  Papm  (Ferguson),  7:748-19,  790. 

For  the  July  8  resolve  directing  Thompson  to  "liquidate  and  finally  settle  all  the  Ac- 
counts of.  .  .  Stoddard  with  the  United  States,"  see  JCC,  29:518. 
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David  Jackson  to  George  Bryan 

Dear  Sir  New  York  July  13th  1785 

A  little  excursion  for  a  few  day  on  long  Island  prevented  my  atten- 
tion before  this  time  to  your  two  last  favors  of  the  7th  8c  9th  Inst.  I  am 
sorry  to  find  the  Wioming  people  so  very  obstinante  in  their  resis- 
tance to  the  laws  of  Pensylvania,  they  must  have  secret  abetors  from 
some  interested  persons  in  Connecticut,  otherwise  ever  since  the  de- 
cree of  Trenton  I  should  have  thought  it  their  interest  peaceably  to 
have  submited.  They  have  it  is  true  many  of  them  been  cruelly  treated 
by  interested  citizens  among  ourselves,  but  when  the  legislature  inter- 
fered in  their  behalf  8c  afforded  them  every  relief,  they  were  bound  at 
least  in  gratitude  to  an  acquiescence  to  those  laws  which  gave  them 
such  liberal  protection.  Mr  Wilson  when  here  last  week  showed  us  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Assembly  to  Council  on  this  Wioming 
business1 — it  is  not  very  favourable  to  those  people,  as  the  assembly 
meets  in  August  next,  it  was  thought  best  not  to  move  in  this  business 
here  untill  their  sentiments  was  known  on  the  subject  in  consequence 
of  the  Report  of  their  Committee — accordingly  Thursday  the  15th  of 
Septr  next  is  fixed  by  the  delegates  of  this  State  with  the  approbation 
of  those  of  Connecticut,  to  introduce  the  business  in  Congress — in 
the  mean  time  the  sentiments  of  our  Legislature  will  be  obtained.  I 
should  suppose  the  previous  question  when  the  matter  comes  to  be 
agitated  in  Congress  will  be,  whether  those  people  are  entitled  under 
the  articles  of  confederation  to  a  fcederal  court,  to  determine  the  pri- 
vate right  of  soil?2  Should  this  question  be  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive, then  the  Legislature  8c  the  Executive  of  the  State  would  be  at  full 
liberty  to  adopt  such  measures  as  to  them  should  seem  meet  to  bring 
those  offenders  to  justice,  but  before  this  point  is  settled,  coercive 
measures  on  the  part  of  Pensylvania  would  probably  be  premature. 

The  buildings  at  Fort  Pitt  solicited  to  be  given  up  I  believe  were 
built  principally  during  the  war;  I  am  told  they  are  somewhat  remote 
from  the  old  Fort;  they  seem  to  me  to  come  fully  within  the  acct.  of 
28th  Feby  1780,  but  I  think  it  rests  with  the  United  States  to  judge 
whether  they  are  necessary  to  be  retained  or  not.3  I  do  not  know  that 
any  Quarter  Master  or  other  officer  of  Congress  has  any  concern  in 
the  matter.  There  is  however  something  mysterious  in  this  subject. 
The  delegation  a  few  days  ago  received  a  letter  from  President  Dick- 
enson in  Council,  desiring  them  to  procure  directions  from  Congress 
to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Pitt,  that  on  his  removal  from  that 
place,  he  deliver  up  the  possession  thereof  to  John  Ormsby,  Michal 
Huffnagle,  John  Proctor,  Thomas  Galbraith  8c  Robt  Galbrath  Esquires 
or  some  of  them  citizens  of  the  State — no  reasons  are  assigned  to  us 
why  the  measure  becomes  necessary.  The  business  of  appointing  com- 
missioners to  investigate  the  accounts  of  the  late  superintendant  of 
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finnance,  has  been  for  sometime  at  a  stand,  because  suitable  charac- 
ters seem  difficult  to  be  found.  I  confess  myself  at  a  loss  on  the  sub- 
ject— the  influence  of  the  great  man  is  so  extensive  in  Philada,  that 
few  probably  of  the  citizens  there  properly  qualified  could  be  found 
perfectly  free  from  bias — Can  you  point  out  any  persons  either  in  Pen- 
sylvania  or  elsewhere  which  you  would  suppose  fully  qualified?  I  be- 
lieve there  is  not  much  to  be  feared,  provided  General  M.  should  as- 
cend the  Presidential  chair  in  Pensylvania4 — he  has  not  steadiness 
sufficient  to  pursue  any  plan  long  enough  to  render  it  very  mis- 
chievous, provided  he  was  so  disposed — great  as  the  honor  may  be,  yet 
the  seat  will  be  irksome  &  the  tax  heavy  on  the  score  of  peace  of 
mind.  I  perfectly  coincide  with  you  in  opinion  that  the  test  laws  may 
now  rather  be  of  a  mischievous  tendency  &  that  there  is  not  so  much 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  their  repeal  as  is  generally  supposed; 
but  the  great  difficulty  is  to  persuade  the  real  Whigs  of  this  truth — it  will 
require  some  delicacy  &  perhaps  a  little  management  to  make  this  mat- 
ter agreeable  to  their  feelings,  &  indeed  considering  their  sufferings  & 
services  in  this  revolution  they  ought  not  to  be  wantonly  offended. 

The  famous  Dr  Chandler  formerly  an  episcopal  clergyman  at  Eliza- 
beth town  in  New  Jersey,5  but  who  absconded  early  in  the  contest,  ar- 
rived here  a  few  days  ago  from  Shelburne,  I  do  not  understand  that, 
in  consequence  of  his  sufferings  for  his  royal  master,  his  head  is 
adorned  with  the  Mitre,  notwithstanding  it  is  generally  supposed  to 
have  been  his  most  anxious  wish — his  parish  is  still  vaccant  at  Eliza- 
bethtown,  &  it  is  supposed  by  many  here,  they  will  be  disposed  to  re- 
ceive him  again  with  open  arms. 

Will  this  conduct  be  justifiable  even  on  the  score  of  policy?  if  we 
cease  to  punish  obnoxious  characters,  surely  it  is  as  much  as  can  be 
expected,  but  why  reward  &  court  them. 

I  remain  Dr  Sir,  Your  Obdt  Servt,  David  Jackson 

RC  (PHi:  Bryan  Papers). 

1  This  May  17  committee  report  is  in  Susquehannah  Co.  Papers,  8:241-43.  James  Wil- 
son's congressional  attendance  is  difficult  to  document.  Although  Edmund  C.  Burnett 
listed  Wilson  as  attending  July  5  to  August  3,  this  sentence  clearly  suggests  that  Wilson 
was  not  in  New  York  at  this  time,  and  the  next  roll  call  votes  for  which  he  is  recorded 
are  for  July  28-29.  Cf.  Burnett,  Utters,  8:xcv,  and/CC,  29:524,  571,  587,  589. 

2  For  the  context  of  this  issue  and  a  discussion  of  the  efforts  of  the  Connecticut  set- 
tlers in  the  Wyoming  Valley  to  obtain  a  Continental  hearing  to  their  "right  of  soil" 
rather  than  merely  submitting  to  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  see  Susquehannah  Co.  Papers, 
8:xxvi-xxvii;  and  Hugh  Williamson  to  John  Dickinson,  January  14,  1785. 

3  See  Jackson  to  Bryan,  July  1,  note. 

4  Notwithstanding  Jackson's  expectation,  it  was  Benjamin  Franklin  not  Gen.  Thomas 
Mifflin  who  succeeded  John  Dickinson  in  the  presidential  chair  in  October. 

"'  Thomas  Bradbury  Chandler  (1726-90),  an  outspoken  Anglican  clergyman  and  au- 
thor of  a  spirited  pamphlet  attack  on  Congress  in  1775,  What  Think  Ye  of  Congress  Now, 
had  just  returned  from  exile,  but  failing  health  prevented  him  resuming  clerical  duties 
in  America  although  offered  the  episcopate  of  Nova  Scotia  in  1786.  DAB. 


508  July  13, 1785 

David  Ramsay  to  Thomas  Jefferson 

Sir,  New  York  July  13th  1785 

By  the  French  packet  which  sailed  on  the  fifteenth  of  June  I  did  my 
self  the  honour  to  inclose  to  your  care  184  pages  of  the  history  of  the 
revolution  of  South  Carolina  with  propositions  relative  to  a  translation 
of  it  into  the  French  language.  I  now  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  to 
you  all  that  is  now  printed — which  is  to  page  328. 

M.  De  Marbois  the  Consul  General  of  France  has  done  me  the 
honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  it  to  Count  Chatelleaux  to  interest  him  in 
the  translation  if  it  should  be  thought  advisable.  I  therefore  request 
that  any  thing  which  may  be  done  in  the  matter  may  be  done  in  con- 
cert with  that  Gentleman.  From  the  infant  state  of  literature  in  Amer- 
ica I  shall  probably  lose  money  by  my  publication  in  the  United  States. 
Unless  nine  hundred  copies  sell  at  four  dollars  a  piece  I  shall  not  be 
reimbursed  for  the  expences  of  the  impression.  I  therefore  wish  that 
whatsoever  may  be  done  in  Europe  may  be  done  in  such  a  manner  as 
will  interest  me  in  the  profits  as  well  as  the  bookseller  8c  the  Translator 
&  Printer.  The  second  volume  will  be  much  more  interesting  than  the 
first  as  it  will  contain  the  campaigns  of  1780  8c  1781  in  the  Southern 
States  inclusive  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  surrender.  If  a  translation  should 
not  be  thought  advisable  I  am  contentd,  if  it  should  I  hold  myself  enti- 
tled to  a  share  of  the  profits.  Whatsoever  you  do  I  beg  may  be  done  in 
concert  with  M.  De  Marbois's  correspondent. 

I  have  shewn  the  whole  manuscript  to  M.  De  Marbois  who  thinks  it 
will  bear  a  translation.  I  add  that  whatsoever  you  may  do  in  the  matter 
will  be  not  only  approved  but  received  as  a  favor  conferred  on  your 
most  obedient  most  humble  servt.,  David  Ramsay 

RC  (DLC: Jefferson  Papers). 


Charles  Thomson  to  William  Barber 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  July  13.  1785 

Pursuant  to  the  Order  of  Congress  I  enclose  a  letter  of  the  6  from 
Mr  L'Eclise  which  is  referred  to  you.  The  design,  as  I  apprehend,  of 
referring  it  to  you  is  to  put  you  on  your  guard  against  improper 
claims.1  With  great  Respect  I  am,  Sir,  Your  obedt  humble  Serv 

C.T.2 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  'The  Comr.  for  setding  the  Accots  of  the  State  of 
New  York  agt  the  US." 
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1  The  enclosed  letter  from  Dominique  L'Eglise  "offering  information  touching  the 
claims  of  Canadian  refugees"  is  not  in  the  PCC,  but  for  Congress' July  12  order  referring  it 
"to  the  commissioner  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  State  of  New  York,"  see  JCC,  29:531. 

-  This  day  Congress  also  directed  that  a  memorial  from  Marianne  McClure  concern- 
ing tools  confiscated  by  the  Continental  Army  be  referred  to  Barber,  which  Thomson 
forwarded  with  a  brief  cover  letter  dated  July  15.  See  PCC,  item  18A,  fol.  Ill;  and /CC, 
28:195n,  459n,  534. 


Elbridge  Gerry  to  John  Adams 

My  dear  Sir,  New  York  1 4th  July  1 785 

I  have  lately  returned  to  this  City  after  four  Months  Absence,  8c  am 
favoured  with  your  several  Letters  of  the  31st  Jany,  9th  of  March  8c 
13th  of  April,1  in  neither  of  which  is  any  Mention  of  several  Letters  I 
wrote  to  You  in  Jany,  Feby  8c  March  last.  You  wish  to  be  informed 
when  "You  are  to  be  one  of  Us"?  the  Answer  is  easy,  when  You  please. 

I  have  enquired  of  my  Friend  King  whether  any  Order  is  taken  for 
enabling  your  Colleagues  to  draft  Money,  &  he  informs  me,  that  while 
I  was  absent  the  Matter  was  committed  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  8c  he 
thinks  they  have  made  the  proper  Arrangements.  With  Respect  to  the 
Money  which  You  have  borrowed  &  applied  to  discharge  Mr  Morris's 
Drafts,  three  Commissioners  are  to  be  appointed  to  examine  his  Ac- 
counts &  if  You  can  transmit  to  the  Board  of  Treasury  a  State  of  the 
payments  to  Mr  Morris,  they  will  deliver  it  to  the  Commissioners. 

The  States  begin  to  act  with  Spirit  respecting  Commerce.  N 
Hamshire  &  Massachusetts  have  by  legislative  Acts  prohibited  the  Ex- 
portation in  british  Bottoms  of  any  kind  of  American  produce,  8c  laid 
heavy  Imposts  on  british  Manufactures,  especially  such  as  can  be  car- 
ried on  in  those  states.  Congress  are  considering  of  the  best  Mode  of 
obtaining  additional  Commercial  powers  for  the  Regulation  of  inter- 
nal &  external  Trade,  but  the  Measure  is  embarrassed  &  they  have 
come  to  no  Conclusion  at  present. 

The  Department  of  foreign  Affairs  under  Mr  Jay,  of  the  War  Office, 
under  General  Knox,  of  the  Treasury  under  Mr  Walter  Livingston  8c 
Mr  Osgood,  with  a  third  Commissioner  to  be  elected  who  will  proba- 
bly be  Mr  Eveleigh  of  So  Carolina  are  well  administered.  Mr  Gardoqui 
has  had  an  audience  &  Mr  Jay  will  probably  be  appointed  to  negotiate 
with  him.  Governor  Rutledge  is  appointed  Minister  to  the  Hague. 

Congress  have  passed  a  land  ordnance  which  having  been  printed  in 
all  the  papers  You  have  undoubtedly  seen.  I  think  the  price  at  a  Dollar 
an  acre  too  high,  but  the  Lands  properly  managed  may  be  a  good  fund 
for  sinking  the  greatest  part  of  the  national  domestic  Debt.  Mr  Jay  has 
made  an  excellent  Report  respecting  the  Consular  Convention  signed 
at  Paris,  which  You  may  be  assured  (I  think)  will  not  be  ratified. 
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Our  Finances  are  a  little  embarrassed  but  I  conceive  the  Way  is 
clear  for  retreiving  of  publick  Credit.  The  Debt  of  the  public  as  I  men- 
tioned before  may  be  greatly  lessened  by  the  sale  of  Lands,  if  properly 
managed.  A  short  Time  will  I  conceive  increase  our  Staples;  which 
have  been  greatly  lessened  by  the  War,  so  as  to  exceed  our  Imports, 
which  happily  for  Us  are  daily  decreasing.  A  Ballance  of  Trade  must 
then  ensue,  which  will  supply  Us  with  Bullion,  &  facilitate  the  pay- 
ment of  Taxes,  to  which  We  are  now  competent,  if  We  had  but  a 
Medium — to  be  very  honest  with  You,  I  think  America  will  by  being 
pressed  by  public  8c  private  Creditors,  be  brot  to  her  Reflexion,  &  dis- 
cover that  she  has  acted  like  a  foolish  young  Heir  who  with  a  great 
Fortune  has  embarrassed  himself  by  Imprudence  8c  Extravagance;  & 
after  this  Discovery  she  will  retrench  her  Expences,  adopt  a  System  of 
CEconomy,  discharge  her  Debts,  8c  then  subsist  independently  &  with 
Dignity  on  her  own  Means.  You  know  I  am  no  Friend  to  gloomy  Phi- 
losophy, the  brightest  suits  me  best.  Adieu  My  Friend  &  be  assured  I 
am  yours  sincerely  on  every  Occasion,  E  Gerry 

[P.S.]  We  have  a  Report  before  Congress  for  establishing  a  Mint.2 

RC  (MHi:  Adams  Papers). 

1  These  letters  are  in  Adams'  letterbooks,  Adams  Family  microfilm,  reel  107,  fols. 
323-25,  340-42,  356-57.  Those  of  January  31  and  March  9  are  also  in  Austin,  Life  of 
Geiry,  1:464-67,474-77. 

2  See/CC,  28:354-58;  and  William  Grayson  to  George  Washington,  July  25,  note  5. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Nathaniel  Gorham 

Dear  Sir  New  York,  1 4th  July,  1 785. 

Since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  you  last,  I  have  taken  notice 
of  your  appointment  as  a  delegate  in  Congress  &  a  judge  of  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  8c  permit  me  to  congratulate  you  on  the  Acct. 

I  feel  myself  embarrassed  how  to  conduct  with  propriety,  for  if  I 
should  leave  Congress  immediately,  it  might  look  as  if  I  had  taken 
some  exceptions,  at  my  not  being  noticed  in  the  late  elections  8c  on 
the  other  hand,  I  should  not  be  willing  to  tarry  here,  if  I  had  reason 
to  believe  that  my  immediate  return  would  be  most  agreeable  to  my 
constituents:  it  has  been  mentioned  here  that  the  honorable  court 
considered  me  not  eligible,  but,  I  think,  I  hinted  that  matter  to  you  in 
my  last,1  and  you  being  present,  I  make  no  doubt,  gave  the  house  in- 
formation if  it  was  a  question  there:  your  opinion  upon  the  matter 
would  lay  me  under  renewed  obligations. 

I  remain  with  great  consideration  8c  respect,  your  most  obedient 


July  15, 1785  511 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 
1  See  Holten  to  Gotham,  June  6. 


Charles  Thomson  to  John  Pierce 

Sir  July  14th.  17851 

On  the  16th  December  1784,2  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled were  pleased  to  refer  to  you  the  demands  of  the  Heirs  of  three 

French  Officers  namely  the  Baron  de  Kalb,  Col  Radiere  8c 3 

with  orders  to  examine  and  ascertain  the  justice  of  the  said  demands 
with  all  possible  expedition  and  report  thereon  to  Congress.  Much 
time  having  elapsed  without  a  report4  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  this 
matter  to  your  attention  and  am,  Sir,  Your  obedient  humble  Servt. 

CT 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  Thomson's  clerk  may  have  misdated  this  letter  when  he  copied  it  into  the  secre- 
tary's letterbook,  as  Pierce's  report  on  the  subject  of  this  letter  is  dated  July  13,  for 
which  see  note  4. 

2  See  JCC,  27:691. 

3  That  is,  Francois,  the  marquis  de  Malmedy. 

4  Pierce's  July  13  report  on  these  claims,  which  had  been  revived  by  the  French 
charge  d'affaires,  the  marquis  de  Barbe-Marbois,  the  preceding  December,  was  referred 
on  the  15th  to  a  committee  consisting  of  William  Grayson,  David  Howell,  and  Rufus 
King,  whose  report  was  in  turn  submitted  to  Congress  and  adopted  on  August  3.  See 
JCC,  29:540-41,  610;  and  PCC,  item  62,  fols.  79-82.  For  a  thorough  review  of  Kalb's 
claim  and  Congress'  response  to  it,  see  the  chevalier  de  La  Luzerne  to  Robert  Morris, 
June  4,  1783,  Morris,  Papers  (Ferguson),  vol.  8  (forthcoming). 


James  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson 

Dear  Sir  New  York  July  15.  1785. 

By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Macauly  Graham  I  have  the  pleasure  to  transmit 
this.  They  intend  immediately  for  the  south  of  France  and  as  from 
yours  in  March  I  had  reason  to  suspect  you  intended  thither  I  have 
suggested  to  them  the  probability  of  their  meeting  you  in  that  quarter. 
This  lady  is  the  author  of  the  history  under  her  name.  She  hath  been 
on  a  visit  to  Mount  Vernon,  hath  been  well  receiv'd  by  Genl.  Washing- 
ton &  returns  to  Europe  under  the  most  favorable  impressions  of 
him.1  If  you  shod,  not  be  in  the  south  of  France  as  Mr.  Graham  in- 
tends visiting  Paris  I  have  thought  proper  to  enclose  you  by  him  the 
journals  publish 'd  since  the  departure  of  Mr.  Mazzai.  The  report  re- 
specting the  treaty  with  the  western  indians  hath  been  adopted,  ex- 
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cept  in  the  change  of  the  place  at  which  it  will  be  held,  being  the 
mouth  of  the  Big  Miami  or  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  instead  of  post  Vin- 
cent, and  the  article  respecting  the  people  of  the  Kaskaskias  8c  neigh- 
bring  villages,  wh.  altho'  first  adopted  was  afterwards  repeald,  from  an 
apprehension  it  wod.  create  too  great  an  expence.2  The  report 
proposing  a  change  in  the  first  paragraph  of  the  9th  of  the  articles  of 
confideration  hath  been  before  Congress  in  a  committee  of  the  whole 
for  two  days  past.3  The  house  are  to  take  it  up  again  on  Monday  in  the 
same  manner.  It  hath  been  fully  discuss'd  and  in  my  opinion  the  rea- 
sons in  favor  of  it  are  conclusive.  The  opposition  however  is  re- 
spectable in  point  of  numbers  as  well  as  talents,  in  one  or  two  in- 
stances. From  our  State  you  will  readily  conjecture  the  sentiments  of 
one,  Hardy  is  for  it,  Grayson  doubtful  but  I  think  rather  in  favor  of  it. 
Some  gentn.  have  inveterate  prejudices  agnst.  all  attempts  to  encrease 
the  powers  of  Congress,  others  see  the  necessity  but  fear  the  conse- 
quences. It  is  propos'd  by  the  latter  8c  former  classes  that  Congress 
form  &  recommend  a  navigation  act  to  the  states,  to  continue  in  form 
for  a  limited  time — what  will  or  will  not  be  done  ultimately  in  this 
business  is  incertain.  The  report  also  upon  the  instructions  hath  been 
before  Congress,4  and  is  referr'd  to  the  consideration  of  some  day 
next  week — It  will  most  probably  be  adopted.  I  have  it  in  contempla- 
tion after  a  few  weeks  to  sit  out  for  the  Ohio  to  attend  the  treaty  above 
mention'd.  This  will  complete  my  tour  thro'  the  western  country.  I 
hope  you  have  recoverd  your  health.  Short  also  is  I  hope  in  good 
health  &  Miss  Patsy.  I  am  sorry  to  request  you  to  inform  Mr.  Mazzai 
that  I  have  heard  nothing  from  those  he  left  in  pursuit  of  the  money 
he  lost.  I  fear  it  hath  not  been  found.  I  am  with  great  respect  and  es- 
teem yr.  friend  8c  servant,  Jas.  Monroe 

P.S.  Don  diego  de  Gardoqui  hath  been  presented  to  Congress.  He 
produc'd  a  letter  from  the  King  with  full  powers  to  treat  upon  the  sub- 
jects arising  between  us,  yet  his  stile  is  Encargado  de  negotios.  We 
have  had  some  difficulty  in  regulating  the  etiquette  respecting  him, 
whether  to  consider  him  as  a  minister  or  Encargado  de  Negotios,  or 
charge  des  affrs.,  and  to  avoid  giving  offence  we  have  us'd  the  terms 
us'd  by  his  master.  We  hope  it  will  have  the  desir'd  effect.  A  letter 
from  the  King  with  full  powers  I  shod,  suppose  constituted  the  minis- 
ter be  the  term  or  stile  what  it  may. 

RC  (DLC: Jefferson  Papers). 

1  See  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Washington,  May  3,  note  3. 

2  See  Monroe  to  Jefferson,  April  12,  note  1 1. 

3  For  this  failed  effort  to  revive  Monroe's  March  18  committee  report  vesting  Con- 
gress with  the  power  to  regulate  trade,  see  ibid.,  note  4. 

4  That  is,  the  instructions  to  the  ministers  negotiating  commercial  treaties,  for  which 
see  ibid.,  note  5. 
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William  Samuel  Johnson  to 
Samuel  William  Johnson 

Dr.  Billy  New  York  July  16th.  1785  Saturdy.  Ev'ng. 

I  have  only  time  to  Acknowledge  the  rec't  of  yr.  favour  of  the  9th  & 
to  acquaint  you  that  Betsey  &  myself  are  both  very  well,  &  are  going 
tomorrow  with  Mr.  Verplank  &  Miss  Caty  Van  Dam  to  Hempsted  on 
Long  Island,  &  shall  not  probably  return  till  Monday.  I  am  happy  to 
find  yr.  good  Mamma  is  recover'd  again,  &  thinks  she  judges  right  of 
the  German  Servants  that  they  are  not  worth  the  price  they  ask  for 
them.  Tell  me,  if  you  have  not  already  in  some  Letter  I  have  not  re- 
ceiv'd,  whether  you  are  to  have  a  Convention  at  Stratford,  &  when.  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  make  you  a  short  Visit  the  latter  End  of  next  Week, 
or  begining  of  the  week  after,  but  do  not  wish  to  fall  in  with  the  Con- 
vention, if  I  can  fairly  avoid  it.  This  however  to  yourself  &  mamma.  Dr. 
Chandler  is  arriv'd  here  from  England,1  in  very  good  health  except 
the  scrophulo's  disorder  he  has  been  long  troubled  with,  &  brings  the 
ill  News,  that  the  Society2  have  discharged  all  their  Missionaries  after 
Novr.  next,  unless  they  retire  to  Nova  Scotia,  or  some  other  part  of  the 
British  Dominions.  I  am  with  tenderest  Love  to  all,  yr.  most  affection- 
ate Father,  Wm.  Saml.  Johnson 

RC  (CtHi: Johnson  Papers). 

1  That  is,  Thomas  Bradbury  Chandler.  See  David  Jackson  to  George  Bryan,  July  13, 
note  5. 

2  That  is,  the  Anglican  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel. 


William  Churchill  Houston  to  Samuel  Dick 

Dear  Sir,  Trenton  17  July  1785. 

I  have  your  Favour  of  the  13  inst.1  but  have  not,  since  receipt  of  it, 
had  an  Opportunity  to  consult  the  Treasurer  upon  the  Subject  of  that 
Part  which  relates  to  him.  Hope  he  will  be  able  to  send  you  on  some 
Cash  by  Mr.  Cadwalader,  who  sets  out  Day  after  Tomorrow,  I  believe. 
The  Treasury  is,  as  usual  low,  but  shall  endeavour  to  add  my  best  So- 
licitations to  the  Contents  of  your  Letter,  Ho[j3e  the]  Pump  of  Aldgate 
may  produce  a  small  Supply.2  I  am  extremely  sorry  that  the  State  is 
not  represented  but  this  will  not  be  the  Case  much  longer  than  my 
Letter  is  reaching  you.  Mr.  Cadwalader  is  a  punctual  Man,  and  has 
himself  set  the  Time.3 

It  would  give  me  much  Pleasure  if  you  loved  to  write  as  well  as  I  do 
to  read,  for  I  am  very  anxious  to  hear  how  the  requisition,  the  Regula- 
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tion  of  Trade  and  the  Mint  go  on — The  latter  rather  as  a  Matter  of 
Curiosity  for  I  think  any  other  Coinage  except  that  of  Copper,  of  little 
Consequence  in  this  Country,  at  present,  otherwise  than  as  a  Begin- 
ning, and  as  it  would  probably  save  us  some  Trouble  in  Weighing  by 
putting  an  End  to  Clipping. 

I  find  we  have  a  deep  Interest  at  Stake  in  the  affair  of  the  Old  Conti- 
nental Currency,  there  being  yet  out  standing  of  our  Quota  unre- 
deemed and  I  doubt  in  great  Part  unprovided  for  5,553,104  Dollars,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  Calculation  from  Documents  here.  Should  the 
Ratio  of  it's  value  be  placed  high,  that  is  low  in  Numbers,  it  would  set 
heavy  on  our  Shoulders — Even  at  150  it  would  be  about  37,000  Dollars. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  as  often  as  possible  and  believe  that  I  will  be 
thankful;  and  inclose  a  Paper  when  you  have  it  to  spare. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  Your  obedt.  Servt.  W  C  Houston 

[P.S.]  Should  any  Letters  come  upon  the  Table  directed  to  me  be  so 
good  as  to  enclose  and  frank  them  forward. 

Tr  (DLC:  Burnett  Collection).  Copied  by  Edmund  C.  Burnett  from  "Original  in  posses- 
sion of  Mr.  Charles  Mecum  of  Salem,  N.J." 

1  Not  found. 

-  Apparently  an  allusion  to  an  observation  by  Henry  Fielding,  in  "An  Essay  on  the 
Knowledge  of  the  Characters  of  Men,"  on  the  generosity  of  one  "who  relieves  his  friend 
in  distress  by  a  draught  on  Aldgate  pump,"  although  Fielding  also  noted  that  a  draught 
on  Aldgate  pump  was  traditionally  understood  as  "a  mercantile  phrase  for  a  bad  note." 
Henry  Fielding,  The  Works  of  Henry  Fielding,  10  vols.  (London:  Smith,  Elder  &  Co., 
1882),  6:342. 

3  Lambert  Cadwalader  returned  to  his  seat  in  Congress  on  July  25  and  remained  in  at- 
tendance to  October  14.  JCC,  29:575,  828,  834,  836.  His  account  with  the  state  of  New 
Jersey  submitted  October  22  claimed  attendance  "as  a  delegate  from  the  20  July  to  the 
17  October  1785,  being  from  the  Day  I  left  Home  to  the  Day  of  my  Return."  McChesney 
Papers,  NjHi. 

Houston  had  attended  Congress  briefly  June  21  to  July  1  and  would  do  so  again  Octo- 
ber 12-17  (JCC,  28:471,  29:493,  566,  570,  572,  575),  but  no  letters  written  by  him  while 
attending  in  New  York  have  been  found. 


Elbridge  Gerry  to  Timothy  Pickering 
and  Samuel  Hodgdon 

Dear  sirs,  New  York  18th  July  [17]  85 

I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  13th  &  16th  &  in  the  first  Instance 
am  for  disputing  the  Right  of  Mr  Willing  to  a  new  Tryal.1  A  Neglect  of 
Counsel  in  a  Case  like  this  is  no  legal  Cause  for  granting  a  Trial,  &  if 
this  is  the  practice  of  Pennsylvania,  I  believe  she  stands  alone.  I  think 
it  however  incumbent  on  Willing  to  shew  that  his  Counsel  was  timely 
engaged,  &  should  this  appear  to  be  the  Fact  &  a  Trial  be  granted, 
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You  will  fix  the  Day  for  a  final  Trial  before  the  superior  Court,  for  to  a 
Reference  which  at  the  Commencement  of  this  Suit,  I  repeatedly  pro- 
posed, I  shall  not  now  agree. 

Will  You  be  so  obliging  as  to  send  me  the  Letter,  or  a  Copy  of  it, 
which  inclosed  the  Certificates  I  received  in  Colo  Hodgdons  Letter  of 
the  13th  Inst.  &  be  assured  I  am  Gentn  yours  sincerely 

E  Gerry 

RC  (DNA:  RG  93,  #30062). 

1  See  Gerry  to  Pickering  &  Hodgdon,  July  1 1. 


Samuel  Holten  to  James  Warren 

Dear  Sir,  New  York,  18th  July  1785. 

I  have  rec'd  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  the  28th  ultimo. 

I  think  the  good  people  of  Masstts.  can't  but  be  happy  under  the 
administration  of  their  first  Magistrate. 

I  have  lately  conversed  with  the  President  &  Mr.  Gerry,  respecting 
your  sons  being  appointed  consul  at  Lisbon,1  &  perceive  it  would  be 
agreeable  to  them,  but  how  we  shall  bring  it  about,  I  am  not  able  to 
say,  for  Congress  at  this  time  are  much  engaged  in  considering  what  is 
most  proper  to  be  done,  respecting  the  embarrassments  of  our  trade, 
&  untill  this  business  is  determined,  no  appointments  of  consuls,  I 
think,  is  likely  to  take  place,  but  you  may  be  assured  of  my  attention  to 
the  same,  as  it  would  give  me  sensible  pleasure,  if  the  appointment 
would  be  made  before  I  leave  Congress. 

I  find  by  a  Boston  newspaper,  that  the  court  have  authorized  their 
delegates  in  Congress  to  consent  to  the  proposed  alteration  in  the 
confederation,  respecting  a  valuation,  which  I  fear  will  operate  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  eastern  states:  and  as  farther  alterations  may  be  pro- 
posed, I  can't  but  declare  my  opinion  against  any  change,  at  present, 
for  more  reasons  than  may  be  adviseable  to  mention  at  this  time. 

Your  noticing  my  not  being  in  the  new  delegation,  I  consider  as  a 
mark  of  respect,  &  I  assure  you,  I  feel  myself  embarrassed  how  to  con- 
duct with  propriety  for  if  I  should  leave  Congress  at  this  time,  it  might 
look  as  if  I  had  taken  some  exceptions,  yet,  I  shall  not  be  content  to 
tarry  here,  if  I  should  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  would  be  more 
agreeable  to  my  constituents  that  I  should  return  immediately. 

With  great  consideration  &  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 
most  obedient,  S.  Holten 

RC  (PPIn). 

1  For  Winslow  Warren's  interest  in  a  consular  appointment,  see  these  Letters, 
20:309-10,420-21,548. 
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David  Jackson  to  George  Bryan 

Dear  Sir  New-York  July  18th  1785 

I  have  had  several  conversations  with  Doctr  Johnston  lately  on  the 
subject  of  the  Wioming  business  8c  Connecticut  claimants.  He  seems 
highly  to  disapprove  of  their  late  riotous  measures,  &  supposes  such 
proceedings  will  both  disgrace  &  injure  their  present  cause.  I  scarcely 
think  that  he  has  been  consulted  on  the  occasion  by  those  people — as 
a  citizen  of  Connecticut  he  has  prediliction  on  their  behalf,  but  wishes 
their  claim  to  be  adjusted  without  adopting  violent  &  unjustifiable 
proceedings.  It  certainly  would  have  been  more  for  the  peace  & 
honor  of  the  State  to  have  adopted  in  the  first  instance  with  regard  to 
those  claimants,  the  same  line  of  conduct  as  was  done  in  the  case  of 
the  Virginians  which  fell  within  the  Pensylvania  line  on  the  adjust- 
ment of  boundary  between  those  two  States.  But  the  interest  of  those 
companies  &  persons  who  pretended  a  prior  right  to  the  lands  in 
question  from  Pensylvania  prevailed,  hence  all  those  mischiefs  have 
arisen,  party  views  have  also  had  their  effect  in  this  business — in  what- 
ever way  those  evils  have  originated  or  from  whatever  cause,  it  now  be- 
comes the  State  to  interpose  8c  rectify  former  errors  8c  also  to  restore 
peace  8c  good  order  to  that  distracted  district. 

Dr  Smith  will  present  you  with  a  New  York  paper — it  contains  the 
New-Hampshire  navigation  act  &  also  an  act  of  that  State  for  empow- 
ering Congress  to  regulate  the  trade  of  the  United  States  for  the  space 
of  fifteen  years.1  We  are  told  Massachusetts  have  passed  similar  acts.2 
One  spirit  on  the  subject  of  investing  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled with  the  power  of  establishing  commercial  regulations  which 
shall  be  general  on  the  Union  seems  to  pervade  all  the  States  to  the 
northward  of  Virginia.  Those  to  the  south  will  not  so  readily  acquesce 
in  this  measure — here  a  northren  &  a  Southren  interest  seem  to 
clash — the  former  are  carrying  States,  the  latter  are  not,  tho  they  have 
great  exports;  they  will  therefore  be  very  jealous  of  any  regulations  im- 
posing restrictions  on  foreign  vessels  at  entering  the  American  Ports, 
lest  a  monopoly  of  the  carrying  business  should  be  created  in  favor  of 
the  northren  States;  to  reconcile  those  jaring  interests  8c  draw  a  line 
on  which  both  the  northren  8c  southren  interists  can  fully  combine  8c 
unite  is  an  object  of  great  importance  8c  one  on  which  the  delibera- 
tions of  Congress  have  been  frequently  of  late  engaged — whether  they 
will  be  happy  enough  to  succeed  in  this  business,  time  will  determine. 
A  power  to  reciprocate  advantages  or  disadvantages  is  a  principle  es- 
sential in  our  commercial  System.  This  power  is  now  certainly  want- 
ing— the  vessels  &  merchants  of  all  foreign  nations  enter  our  ports  & 
transact  business  on  equal  terms  with  our  own  citizens.  The  American 
vessels  enter  the  ports  of  forreign  nations,  except  in  some  few  instances 
as,  aliens  8c  subject  to  great  restrictions.  The  principles  of  reciprocity 
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ought  always  to  govern  between  the  manufacturer  8c  purchaser,  for  it 
is  as  much  the  interest  of  the  one  to  vend  his  manufactures,  as  it  is  of 
the  other  to  purchase  them.  Mr.  Pettit  left  this  last  week  for  Philada — 
his  private  affairs  called  him  off  from  Congress  for  a  few  days — as  for 
Mr  Wilson,  we  need  not  expect  him  again  before  September  &  proba- 
bly then  he  will  make  no  more  than  a  flying  visit. 

Most  respectfully,  I  am  your  Obdt  Servt,  David  Jackson 

RC  (PHi:  Bryan  Papers). 

1  These  two  New  Hampshire  acts,  adopted  June  23,  1785,  are  in  PCC,  item  74,  fols. 
25-32. 

2  See  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin,  August  23,  note  5. 


Lambert  Cadwalader  to  Charles  Stewart 

DrSir  Trenton  19  Aug.  [i.e.,  July]  17851 

I  have  reed,  your  Favor2  by  Capt  Dick  and  am  obliged  to  you  for  the 
Sketch  of  Politicks  you  have  given  me.  I  am  to  call  on  Houston  this 
Morning  to  converse  with  him  on  the  same  Subject.  You  know  the  Em- 
barrassment to  which  Persons  are  liable  on  their  first  coming  to  the 
House.  It  is  some  Time  before  you  find  the  Clue  of  Politicks,  and  as  I 
am  not  fond  of  the  Trouble  of  searching  for  it  (in  which  too  there  is 
always  some  Risk  of  being  deceived)  I  am  very  glad  to  receive  Infor- 
tion  in  a  Way  that  I  can  depend  on.  It  has  ever  been  my  Determina- 
tion if  the  N  York  Delegates  should  play  us  false,  to  give  my  Vote  for 
Philada.  It  would  be  treating  this  State  with  an  Indignity  wh.  I  could 
not  well  bear,  &  would  really  place  our  Delegates  in  a  Point  of  Light  to 
the  World  which  would  expose  them  to  Contempt  &  Derision. 

I  never  was  of  Opinion  Gr.  Livingston  would  accept — he  has  acted 
just  as  I  expected — he  has  had  the  Merit  of  recg.  the  Offer  and  the 
Opportunity  of  giving  his  Refusal.3 

As  to  the  Requisition  I'm  really  apprehensive  it  will  not  take  Place 
this  Session  of  Congress.  I'm  very  anxious  to  have  our  Trade  put  on  a 
respectable  Foot,  otherwise  I'm  afraid  all  our  fine  Crops  will  not  carry 
us  thro'  our  Difficulties.  As  to  the  Ordinance  for  the  Western  Terri- 
tory it  seems  to  me  the  Indians  will  have  much  to  say  to  it — they  have  I 
am  told  effectually  done  away  the  Force  of  it  for  the  present  by  taking 
up  the  Hatchet  against  our  Settlements. 

I  shall  leave  this  Tomorrow  or  next  Day  at  farthest  for  N  York. 

Yours  &c  LC 

RC  (NCooHi:  Stewart  Collection).  Addressed:  "Honble.  Charles  Stewart  at  the  Union 
Farm." 

1  Cadwalader  apparently  wrote  this  letter  on  the  19th  of  July  rather  than  of  August. 
He  concludes  with  the  observation  that  he  is  about  to  set  off  for  New  York,  and  it  is 
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known  that  he  took  his  seat  in  Congress  on  July  25  and  attended  throughout  August. 
SeeJCC,  29:572,  647;  and  William  C.  Houston  to  Samuel  Dick,  July  17,  note  2.  More- 
over, his  reference  in  paragraph  two  to  Governor  Livingston's  "Refusal"  concerns  a  de- 
cision reported  to  Congress  on  June  27,  which  Cadwalader  would  be  more  likely  to  be 
mentioning  in  mid-July  than  in  mid-August. 

2  Not  found. 

S  For  the  appointment  of  Gov.  William  Livingston  as  minister  to  the  Netherlands  and 
his  decision  to  decline  the  post,  see  Stewart  to  Livingston,  March  25;  and  Charles 
Thomson  to  Livingston,  June  23,  1785. 


Samuel  Holten  to  John  Hartwell 

Sir.i  New  York  19th.  July,  1785. 

Two  days  since,  I  was  favored  with  your  address  of  the  7th  instant, 
with  the  inclosure — &  immediately  attended  to  the  same;  but  as  Colo. 
Putnam  wrote  me  upon  the  same  subject,  I  must  ask  leave  to  refer  you 
to  my  letter  to  him,  of  this  date,2  for  a  more  particular  answer  respect- 
ing the  business  you  wrote  upon  &  you  will  be  convinced  of  my  en- 
deavours to  render  you  services. 

I  am,  with  consideration  &  respect,  your  most  obedient 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  John  Hartwell,  of  Lincoln,  Mass.,  was  the  brother  of  Jonas  Hartwell,  a  merchant  who 
had  been  imprisoned  by  the  Spanish  Inquisition,  for  which  see  Holten  to  William 
Carmichael,  October  6,  1785,  note  3. 

2  This  letter  has  not  been  found,  but  for  another  on  the  same  subject,  the  estate  of 
Jonas  Hartwell,  recently  deceased  in  Spain,  see  Holten  to  Enoch  Putnam,  October  3, 

1785.  An  October  15,  1785,  letter  to  Holten  from  John  Hartwell,  expressing  "the  deep- 
est obligations  to  Congress  for  favors  received  in  behalf  of  our  Brother,"  is  at  PWacD 
(Sol  Feinstone  Collection,  DLC  microfilm,  no.  525). 


William  Samuel  Johnson  to  John  Lawrence 

Dr.  Sr.,  New  York  July  19th.  1785 

I  beg  leave  to  state  to  you  a  fact,  which,  how  er,  I  do  not  wish  you  to 
communicate  to  everybody.  I  must  quit  N  York  in  a  few  Days  for  want 
of  Money,  and  what  is  still  worse,  I  shall  not,  I  find,  be  able  to  leave  it 
free  of  Debt.  I  shall  therefore  retire  under  the  ostensible  Idea  of  Visit- 
ing my  family  for  a  few  days,  &  a  speedy  return,  but  when  I  shall  Actu- 
ally return,  must  depend  upon  you.  His  Excelly.  the  Governor  has  ac- 
quainted us,  that  the  Genii.  Assembly  in  their  late  Session  have  been 
so  obliging  as  to  "Grant  each  of  their  Delegates  at  Congress  two  hun- 
dred pounds,  &  Ordered  the  Treasurer  to  pay  it  out  of  the  Civil  List. 
That  he  had  before  he  left  Hartford  directed  the  Secretary  to  transmit 
a  Copy  of  the  Resolve  to  the  Treasurer,  &  desired  him  to  Apply  the 
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first  Money  that  sho'd  be  brot  in  to  that  use."  I  shall  probably  be  at 
Stratford  in  the  course  of  next  week,  where  I  shall  hope  to  receive  a 
remittance  from  you,  which  may  enable  me  to  return  to  my  Duty  here. 
Or  if  it  cannot  be  done  immediately,  I  beg  the  favour  of  a  Line  from 
you  acquainting  me  when  it  may  be  expected,  that  I  may  arrange  my 
affairs  accordingly,  &  am  with  the  greatest  respect  &  Esteem,  Dr.  Sr., 
Your  most  obedient,  humble  Servant,        Wm.  Saml.  Johnson1 

RC  (CtHi:  Hoadley  Collection). 

1  At  the  foot  of  this  letter,  Johnson's  colleague  Joseph  P.  Cooke  also  appended  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  Lawrence,  the  treasurer  of  Connecticut. 

"Sir,  I  should  at  this  time  have  been  in  the  same  Predicament  with  Docter  Johnson 
had  I  not  lately  procured  a  little  Money  from  my  Freinds  at  home,  which  will  enable  me 
to  tarry  a  few  Weeks  longer.  But  as  that  will  soon  be  spent  I  could  wish  to  be  informed 
when  I  may  expect  any  Remittance  of  the  Sum  lately  granted  by  the  Assembly,  after  the 
Doctor  shall  have  been  supplied:  for  unless  he  be  enabled  to  return  in  a  short  time  it 
will  be  of  little  Consequence  for  me  to  remain  here." 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  John  Jay 

Sir,  Presidents  House  19th  July  1785 

The  letter  from  his  most  Christian  Majesty  mentioned  in  yours  of 
the  18th  instant  is  to  be  received  in  the  same  manner  as  the  late  letter 
from  his  Majesty  was — And  I  have  the  honor  now  to  inform  you  that  I 
shall  be  ready  to  receive  Mr.  De  Marbois  here  tomorrow  forenoon  at 
half  an  hour  after  ten  oClock.1 

I  am,  with  much  esteem  and  regard  Sir  your  most  obedient  and 
very  humble  Servant,  Richard  Henry  Lee 

RC  (DNA:PCC,  item  78). 

'Jay  had  enclosed  a  July  18  letter  to  him  from  the  French  charge  d'affaires,  the  mar- 
quis de  Barbe-Marbois,  asking  instructions  on  "when  and  in  what  Manner"  he  was  to  de- 
liver a  May  10  letter  from  Louis  XVI  to  Congress  acknowledging  Congress'  letter  to  him 
of  December  11,  1784.  And  Jay  had  continued  "I  presume  that  this  will  be  received  as 
the  last  Letter  [of  March  27,  announcing  the  birth  of  a  prince]  was,  and  therefore  re- 
quest the  Favor  of  your  Excellency  to  inform  when  it  will  be  most  convenient  for  you  to 
receive  Mr.  Marbois  for  that  purpose."  See  PCC,  item  120,  fols.  372-76. 

For  the  original  letter  to  the  King,  see  JCC,  27:682-83;  and  Lee's  letters  to  Benjamin 
Franklin  and  to  the  marquis  de  Lafayette  of  December  11,  1784.  For  Congress'  re- 
sponse to  Louis  XVTs  March  27  letter,  see  Charles  Thomson  to  Jay,  June  14,  1785. 


Charles  Thomson  to  John  Dickinson 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  July  19.  1785 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  12  and  16,  but  am  greatly  at  a  loss 

how  to  answer  them.  It  must  be  allowed  that  the  federal  government 
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is  weak  and  inefficient.  But  the  question  is  to  what  cause  is  this  owing? 
To  an  imperfection  in  the  Confederation  or  to  a  defect  in  the  consti- 
tutions of  the  several  States?  to  a  want  of  energy  in  the  executives  or  a 
disinclination  in  the  people  to  submit  to  such  regulations,  restrictions 
&  government  as  are  necessary  for  the  general  defence,  tranquility  & 
glory  of  the  Confederacy?  Will  the  vesting  greater  power  in  the  fed- 
eral council  conquer  the  aversion  which  the  people  too  generally 
seem  to  have  to  a  strict  government?  Will  it  reconcile  them  to  a  more 
punctual  payment  of  taxes?  Or  rather,  taught  as  too  many  have  been 
of  late  to  think  8c  speak  disrespectfully  of  Congress,  will  not  an  At- 
tempt to  exercise  power,  should  it  be  granted,  render  the  federal 
council  odious,  &  in  case  of  a  failure,  contemptible? 

Notwithstanding  all  this  I  am  clearly  convinced  that  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  manage  the  general  interests  of  the  United  States  and  to 
give  dignity,  respect,  security  8c  tranquility  to  the  Confederacy,  unless 
more  power  is  entrusted  with  the  national  council.  Great  caution 
however  should  be  used  in  conferring  this  power.  I  am  not  for  unnec- 
essarily overturning  foundations  already  laid;  nor  for  attempting  to 
give  at  once  all  that  may  be  necessary.  For  this  reason  the  power  "of 
punishing  the  officers  of  the  confederated  republic  in  some  pre- 
scribed manner  of  proceeding"  may  be  deferred  for  some  time.  The 
granting  a  power  "of  adjusting  the  quotas  of  all  charges  8c  expences 
by  an  equitable  8c  certain  Mode"  would  in  my  Opinion  be  useless, 
until  the  states  shall  have  done  their  part  8c  furnished  the  proper 
data,  which  will  lead  to  that  equitable  &  certain  Mode. 

There  are  three  rules  for  adjusting  the  quotas  of  the  several  states; 
One  by  the  value  of  property,  another  by  the  number  of  inhabitants, 
&  a  third  by  a  compound  ratio  of  the  two  former  with  a  due  attention 
to  the  quantity  of  money  in  circulation.  The  Confederation  has  fixed 
on  the  first.  Whether  this  would  be  a  just  and  equitable  mode  cannot 
be  determined  on  as  the  States  though  repeatedly  called  on  seem  not 
to  be  disposed  to  take  any  measures  for  ascertaining  the  value  of  prop- 
erty. The  difficulty  I  know  is  urged  against  entering  on  the  task.  But  as 
some  rule  is  necessary  to  guide  the  judgment  in  adjusting  the  quotas 
it  ought  to  have  been  attempted.  The  Confederation  directs  that  the 
number  of  land  forces,  which  each  state  should  be  called  on  to  fur- 
nish, be  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  in  such 
state,  and  yet  though  it  has  been  recommended  to  the  states  to  make 
returns  of  the  inhabitants,  few  have  complied.  If  the  states  will  not  fur- 
nish either  returns  of  property  or  of  inhabitants,  how  would  it  be  pos- 
sible for  congress  to  exercise  the  power  of  adjusting  the  quotas?  I  wish 
therefore  that  the  states  would  in  the  first  instance  turn  their  atten- 
tion to  this  Matter  and  adopt  some  regular  plan,  dividing  their  terri- 
tory into  districts,  for  obtaining  once  every  five  years  as  exact  an  Ac- 
count as  possible  of  the  quantity  of  land  8c  number  of  inhabitants  in 
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each  district,  the  state  of  agriculture,  the  staples  for  commerce,  the 
distance  from  Market,  the  means  of  communication  with  that  Market, 
the  number  of  towns  or  villages,  the  price  of  commodities  foreign  and 
domestic  &c.  This  being  done  &  regular  communications  thereof 
made  to  the  federal  Council,  it  may  then  be  proper,  if  the  mode 
pointed  out  by  the  Confederation  be  found  inadequate,  to  empower 
Congress  from  the  documents  and  information  given  to  adjust  the 
quotas  of  the  several  states  according  to  their  best  judgment. 

A  due  observance  of  the  law  of  nations  is  undoubtedly  necessary; 
but  whether  it  will  be  proper  to  entrust  Congress  with  the  power  of 
enacting  laws  for  punishing  the  infractions  of  it  is  a  matter  of  doubt; 
nor  do  I  see  how  it  could  be  done  without  entrenching  too  much  on 
the  sovereignty  of  the  several  individual  states.  Before  this  is  moved  I 
would  wish  to  see  a  law  drawn  up  by  Congress  and  sent  to  the  several 
states  for  their  adoption,  providing  for  the  expeditious,  examplary 
and  adequate  punishment  of  all  violators  of  the  law  of  Nations.  This 
would  give  dignity  8c  respect  to  the  states  as  well  as  to  the  Union.  The 
end  would  be  answered  and  the  sovereignty  of  each  state  preserved. 
When  Congress  come  to  have  a  fixed  8c  permanent  place  of  residence 
it  will  no  doubt  be  proper  for  them  to  have  an  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  a  small  district  by  which  they  may  be  enabled  to  provide  for  the 
security  of  their  own  immunities  as  well  as  those  of  foreign  Ministers 
in  the  place  of  their  residence.  As  to  the  power  "of  imposing  and  col- 
lecting certain  defined  internal  duties  to  be  applied  only  as  a  sinking 
fund,"  considering  the  present  temper  and  disposition  of  the  people 
it  would  be  in  vain  to  propose  it.  It  would  only  tend  to  awaken  jealousy 
8c  might  enable  designing  men  to  divert  the  people  from  what  a  con- 
currence of  circumstances  seems  to  be  preparing  them  to  grant;  and 
which  if  granted  would  in  my  opinion  answer  our  present  purpose; 
give  weight  to  the  federal  council  and  dignity  to  the  nation,  and 
would  relieve  us  from  the  embarrassed  &  humiliating  state  under 
which  we  now  labour:  I  mean  the  power  of  regulating  commerce  and 
of  imposing  duties  at  least  on  importations  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
a  revenue.  The  conduct  of  our  late  enemy  since  the  peace  has  done  a 
great  deal  towards  preparing  the  minds  of  the  people  to  grant  this. 
The  urgent  calls  of  the  public  creditors  and  the  difficulty  of  levying 
taxes  to  satisfy  those  just  and  reasonable  call  concur  in  facilitating  it. 
The  opportunity  therefore  is  favourable  8c  ought  to  be  improved. 
There  is  a  tide  in  the  opinions  as  well  as  affairs  of  a  people  which  if 
carefully  watched  and  improved  facilitate  great  events.  If  to  this  were 
added  a  power  of  raising  a  revenue  from  the  post  office,  public  credit 
would  soon  be  restored  and  the  nation  placed  in  a  respectable  light. 
But  whether  it  would  be  prudent  even  to  mention  this  latter  at  pre- 
sent is  doubtful.  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  it  would  not.  I  believe  it 
will  be  best  to  follow  the  maxim  of  DeWitt1  8c  do  one  thing  at  a  time.  I 
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therefore  wish  you  to  turn  your  whole  attention  to  the  sole  object  of 
vesting  Congress  with  the  power  of  regulating  trade  &  raising  a  rev- 
enue by  duties  on  importations.  This  once  vested  and  exercised  and 
the  benefits  arising  from  it  being  sensibly  felt,  the  minds  of  the  people 
will  be  better  disposed  for  granting  other  necessary  powers  and  the 
federal  government  will  without  any  convulsion  be  gradually  improved 
as  circumstances  require,  until  it  attain  some  degree  of  perfection. 
I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Your  affectionate  humble  Servt. 

Cha  Thomson 

RC  (PPL:  Logan-Dickinson  Collection). 

1  That  is,  Jan  de  Witt  (1625-72),  grand  pensionary  of  Holland,  1653-70,  opponent  of 
the  rise  of  the  House  of  Orange,  and  a  principal  architect  of  Dutch  naval  supremacy  in 
the  1650s  and  1660s. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Joseph  Harper 

Sir  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  July  19th.  1785 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  and  upon  examination  find 
that  the  report  upon  Capt.  Harpers  Memorial  was  taken  up  and  de- 
bated at  sundry  times  but  no  determination  being  come  to,  on  the 
31st  October  1778  it  was  ordered  'That  the  memorial  of  Capt.  Harper 
and  the  papers  relative  thereto  be  delivered  to  Mr.  R  H  Lee."1  They 
were  accordingly  delivered  to  him. 

I  have  spoken  to  Mr.  Lee,  who  informs  me  that  as  far  as  he  can  rec- 
ollect he  had  obtained  the  above  order  at  the  request  of  Capt.  Harper, 
and  upon  receiving  the  papers  deliverd  them  to  him. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c  &c  CT 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  Harper's  July  12  letter,  inquiring  about  papers  relating  to  the  loss  of  the  schooner 
Liberty  (owned  by  'John  Harper  &  Co.")  seized  in  Currituck  Sound  in  1778,  is  in  PCC, 
item  78,  12:415-18.  For  the  committee  report  on  Capt.  John  Harper's  original  memo- 
rial on  this  case  and  the  congressional  order  quoted  here  by  Thomson,  see  JCC,  12: 
1087-90. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  James  Duane 

Sir,  New  York  July  20th.  1 785 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  Act  of  Congress  that  has  been 

prompted  by  the  daily  interruption  given  to  their  discussions  by  the 
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almost  unceasing  noise  of  passing  Carriages.1  Your  long  acquaintance 
with  public  business  and  your  wish  to  see  it  discharged  with  propriety 
and  dispatch,  will  secure  your  approbation  of  the  proposed  remedy  if 
it  shall  be  found  to  consist  with  the  police  of  the  City. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  esteem  and  regard,  Sir, 
Your  most  Obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 

Richard  Henry  Lee.  P. 

RC  (NHkDuane  Papers). 

1  President  Lee  was  addressing  Duane  in  his  capacity  as  mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
For  the  enclosed  July  20  congressional  order  directing  Lee  to  request  the  placing  of 
chains  across  the  streets  to  lessen  street  noise  while  Congress  was  in  session,  see  JCC, 
29:561.  For  Duane'sjuly  21  response  and  act  of  council  granting  permission  for  draw- 
ing chains  "across  the  Streets  from  the  North  East,  South  East  &  South  West  corners  of 
City  Hall,  to  prevent  the  noise  of  passing  Carriages,  during  their  daily  Session,"  see 
PCC,  item  123,  fol.  23;  and/CC,  29:571n. 


Maryland  Delegates  to 
Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer 

Dear  Sir  New-York  July  20th.  1 785 

Having  made  some  Enquiry  about  the  Value  of  Continental  Money 
in  this  Place,  We  are  inform'd  that  a  Gentleman  here  has  90,000  Dol- 
lars, which  He  would  sell  at  150  for  1,  &  We  learn  much  more  may  be 
had;  if  You  should  think  it  to  the  Advantage  of  our  State  to  purchase 
at  that  Price,  We  will  negotiate  the  Business  for  You;  if  that  is  too  high, 
be  kind  enough  to  let  Us  know  what  You  will  give,  &  will  endeavor  to 
procure  at  the  Price  You  shall  fix.1 

We  should  in  our  private  Capacity  thank  You  to  be  informed  how 
much  Money  is  now  in  our  Treasury,  the  Property  of  the  United  States. 

Congress  will  not  probably  adjourn  this  Year.  They  are  at  present 
upon  the  Requisition  for  Supplies,  which  We  flatter  Ourselves  will  pass 
in  a  few  Days. 

We  are,  with  every  Sentiment  of  Respect,  Yr.  most  obedient  &  very 
humble  servts.,  James  McHenry 

Wm.  Hindman 

RC  (PHi:  Gratz  Collection).  Written  by  Hindman  and  signed  by  Hindman  and 
McHenry.  Addressed:  "The  Honorable  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer  Esqr,  Intendant  of 
Maryland,  Annapolis." 

1  For  the  delegates'  continued  effort  to  buy  Continental  currency,  see  Maryland  Dele- 
gates to  Jenifer,  October  5,  1785. 
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Charles  Thomson  to  John  Jay 

Dear  Sir,  20  July  1785 

I  enclose  you  two  letters  from  Mr  Dumas,1  but  the  design  of  this  is 
to  inform  you  that  there  has  happened  a  mistake  in  the  delivery  of 
the  letter  from  his  Most  Christian  Majesty.  Your  translation  is  of  a  let- 
ter dated  10  May  1785.  But  the  original  letter  delivered  to  the  Presi- 
dent is  a  duplicate  of  the  letter  of  27  March  informing  Congress  of 
the  birth  of  the  duke  of  Normandy.2 

I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Yours,  Cha  Thomson 

FC  (DNA:  PCC,  item  55).  In  the  hand  of  Charles  Thomson. 

1  Apparently  Charles  W.  F.  Dumas'  letters  to  Congress  of  February  22  (No.  54)  and 
May  1  (No.  55),  which  are  not  in  PCC  but  according  to  Thomson's  "Despatch  Books" 
were  received  on  July  6  and  20.  See  PCC,  item  185,  fols.  130,  132.  Dumas'  drafts  of  the 
letters  are  in  the  Dumas  Papers,  Algemeen  Ryksarchief,  The  Hague  (DLC  microfilm, 
reel  2,  fols.  698-701,  709-10). 

2  For  these  letters  from  Louis  XVI  to  Congress,  see  PCC  Miscellaneous  Papers,  M332, 
reel  5,  fols.  355-58,  379-80;  and  JCC,  28:457-58.  See  also  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Jay,  July 
19,  note. 


David  Ramsay  to  Benjamin  Rush 

Sir,  New-York  July  21st  1785 

In  answer  to  your  favor  just  received  I  inform  you  that  our  debts  in 
Carolina  have  no  other  fund  than  an  annual  tax  bill.  This  I  think  will 
be  sufficient,  though  every  thing  of  the  kind  is  subject  to  change.  My 
proposition  about  borrowing  money  was  to  join  you  in  any  security  for 
any  sum  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent  per  month  till  paid.  If  money  can 
be  got  at  that  rate  it  is  an  exceeding  good  speculation  for  the  one  in- 
terest covers  the  other  &  the  capital  is  eight  folded.  I  rejoice  in  the 
prosperity  of  your  college  in  Carlisle.  I  fear  it  will  not  be  in  my  power 
to  call  at  Philada  as  I  propose  to  sail  when  Tinker  returns.  He  is  not 
yet  arrived  but  may  be  looked  for  every  day.  I  supposed  that  money 
could  be  got  in  your  city  on  high  interest.  If  it  cannot  the  scheme 
must  be  given  up.  I  woud  willingly  give  seven  &  half  per  cent  per 
month  for  money  to  purchase  Carolina  Indents  if  I  could  get  it  for 
that  sum.  I  am  sure  it  would  be  a  good  speculation  even  at  that  high 
interest.  If  you  can  get  the  money,  I  will  take  on  myself  all  the  trouble 
8c  will  share  with  you  all  the  profits  8c  all  the  expences.  If  this  cannot 
be  done  I  will  try  to  get  your  debts  in  as  you  direct,  but  you  ask  one 
half  less  than  the  current  discount. 

Present  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Rush.  I  am  your  humble  servt 

David  Ramsay1 
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RC  (PPL:  Rush  Manuscripts). 

1  Shortly  before  sailing  for  Charleston,  Ramsay  also  wrote  two  letters  to  Thomas  Har- 
wood,  the  Continental  tax  receiver  for  Maryland,  regarding  treasury  bills  recendy  sent 
to  him.  On  July  29  Ramsay  requested  prompt  settlement  of  the  bills  to  oblige  fellow 
South  Carolinians  "whose  business  I  have  been  negotiating  at  the  treasury."  Charles 
Roberts  Autograph  Collection,  PHC.  And  on  August  6  he  informed  Harwood  that  he 
had  "not  yet  received  any  answer  to  my  former  letters  enclosing  bills  drawn  by  the 
board  of  Treasury  in  my  favor,"  and  also  enclosed  two  more  bills,  hoping  for  settlement 
"before  my  departure  for  Charleston  which  will  be  on  the  10th  instant,"  but  authorizing 
his  colleague  John  Kean  to  issue  receipts  "for  the  whole  money  paid  on  the  former  bills 
&  also  the  present"  during  his  absence.  Emmet  Collection,  no.  2926,  NN. 


Elbridge  Gerry  to  Francis  Dana 

My  dear  Sir,  N  York.  Fryday  22d  July  1 785 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inclose  You  a  Copy  of  sundry  Resolves  of  Con- 
gress, which  having  passed  this  Morning,1  cannot  be  attested  till  Mon- 
day on  Account  of  the  reading  of  the  Journals,  which  by  the  Adjourn- 
ment is  deferred  till  that  Time.  The  Board  of  Treasury  having  made 
no  Report  respecting  your  private  Secretary,  &  there  being  no  Acct.  of 
the  Expence,  amongst  the  papers  inclosed  in  your  Letter  to  me  of 
February  or  March  last,  or  if  there  was  an  Account,  it  being  left  in  the 
Hands  of  our  Friend  Mr  King  8c  not  to  be  found,  I  tho't  it  best  to 
move  the  last  Resolve,  which  will  enable  the  Board  of  Treasury  to 
compleat  the  Adjustmt  of  your  Account.  There  was  a  warm  opposi- 
tion, made  by  your  Georgia  Friend2  to  part  of  the  Report  but  it  passed 
unanimously  notwithstanding;  upon  a  Representation  of  Facts,  of  the 
able  Manner  in  which  You  had  discharged  your  Trust,  of  the  Losses 
mentioned  in  your  Letter,  &  of  the  extraordinary  Manner  in  which 
you  was  recalled.  Young  Mr  Adams  is  here,  and  much  Noticed:3  &  by  a 
packet  in  35  Days  from  London  We  learn  that  Mr  Adams  arrived  the 
latter  End  of  May  in  London  8c  had  his  Audience  a  few  Days  after- 
wards, in  which  he  received  from  the  King  every  Mark  of  Attention.  This 
must  have  been  a  high  scene  of  Hypocrisy,  the  practice  of  which  is  so 
habitual  with  Kings,  that  they  cannot  act  themselves  without  it. 

Adeiu  my  Friend.4  Give  my  Complimts  to  Mrs  Dana  8c  inform  her 
that  as  I  passed  thro  Cambridge  I  called  on  her  with  Intention  to  take 
Tea,  And  talk  half  an  Hour  on  one  of  her  favorite  Subjects,  but  she  is 
so  much  attached  to  the  beau  Monde,  that  there  is  no  finding  her  at 
Home.  Adeiu,  adeiu — yours  sincerely,  E  Gerry5 

RC  (MHi:  Dana  Collection). 

1  For  Congress'  adoption  of  the  board  of  treasury's  recommendations  on  the  settle- 
ment of  Dana's  accounts  concerning  his  mission  to  Russia,  see/CC,  29:569-70.  For  his 
undated  petition  to  Congress  and  accounts  supporting  this  claim,  seeJCC,  28:416n;  and 
PCC,  item  41,  2:541-47. 
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-  Abraham  Baldwin,  John  Habersham,  and  William  Houstoun  were  the  Georgia  dele- 
gates attending  at  this  time. 

3  That  is,  John  Quincy  Adams,  Dana's  secretary  during  his  mission  to  Russia. 

4  From  this  point  in  the  manuscript  Dana  wrote  "Private"  in  the  margin  and  extended 
a  line  to  the  end  of  the  letter. 

5  A  photostat  of  Dana's  July  31  response  to  this  letter  is  in  the  Gerry  Gollection,  NHi. 


Charles  Thomson  to  John  Jay 

Sir  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  July  22,  1785. 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  enclosed  a  Commission  empowering  you 
to  negotiate,  treat  and  sign  with  Don  Diego  de  Gardoqui  Encargado 
de  Negocios  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  vested  with  similar  powers  what- 
ever Articles,  Compacts  and  Conventions  may  be  necessary  for  fixing 
the  boundaries  between  the  Territories  of  the  said  United  States  and 
those  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  and  for  promoting  the  general  harmony 
and  Mutual  interest  of  the  two  Nations;  And  for  your  government  in 
the  execution  of  this  Commission  I  enclose  you  Instructions  passed  by 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  the  20th  instant.1 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  &c  &c  C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A) .  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-89,  3:157. 
i  See/CC,  29:561-64,  567-69. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  George  Washington 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  July  the  23d  1785 

I  lately  had  the  honor  of  forwarding  a  packet  for  you  by  Post  that 
came  enclosed  to  me  from  France,  by  the  author  of  a  Dramatic  peace 
on  the  former  situation  of  Capt.  Asgil.1  The  subject  is  not  a  bad  one, 
but  the  Author  of  this  work  seems  not  to  have  made  the  most  of  it. 

On  the  1st  of  May  Mr.  Du  Mas  writes  us,2  that  the  parties  still  con- 
tinue to  negotiate  the  peace  in  a  very  threatening  manner.3  In  truth,  this 
whole  affair  is  involved  in  much  mystery,  and  perhaps  the  truth  is  only 
known  in  the  interior  cabinets  of  the  greatest  powers.  The  Marquiss 
de  la  Fayette,  in  a  late  letter  seems  to  think  that  the  collected  com- 
bustibles may  be  put  in  flame  by  various  accidents.  The  Emperor  he 
says  is  restless,  the  Empress  of  Russia  ambitious,  the  King  of  Prussia 
old,  with  other  combining  causes  renders  the  peace  of  Europe  precar- 
ious. The  Marquiss  proposes  to  visit  this  summer  the  Manceuvering 
Troops  of  Austria  &  Prussia  in  the  North  of  Europe.4  We  have  lately 
receivd  a  letter  from  his  most  Chn.  Majesty,  in  answer  to  one  from 
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Congress  to  him  recommending  the  Marquiss,  in  which  his  Majesty  is 
pleased  to  express  himself  in  such  a  manner  of  the  Marquiss  as 
promises  well  for  the  future  promotion  of  that  Nobleman.5  Mr.  Adams 
writes  that  he  has  been  received  in  due  form  at  the  Court  of  London, 
has  had  his  audience,  and  deliverd  his  Credentials  to  that  Sovereign.6 
No  treaty  when  he  wrote  had  been  commenced,  but  we  expect  soon 
to  hear  of  the  commencement  &  progress  of  that  business.  Mr.  Jay  is 
commissioned  by  Congress  to  open  negotiations  with  Mr.  Gardoque  the 
Spanish  Plenepo  here,  concerning  the  navigation  of  Mississippi,  Bound- 
ary, Commerce  &c.7  The  Spanish  Minister  appears  to  be  well  disposed 
towards  us.  It  gives  me  singular  pleasure  to  hear  that  the  plan  for  open- 
ing the  navigation  of  Potomac  goes  on  successfully,  as  it  promises  such 
capital  benefits  to  our  country.  It  is  sometime  since  I  wrote  to  Colo. 
Fitzgerald  desiring  that  he  would  put  me  down  for  a  share.8 

Is  it  possible  that  a  plan  can  be  formed  for  issuing  a  large  sum  of 
paper  money  by  the  next  Assembly?  I  do  verily  believe  that  the  great- 
est foes  we  have  in  the  world  could  not  devise  a  more  effectual  plan 
for  ruining  Virginia.  I  should  suppose  that  every  friend  to  his  country, 
every  honest  and  sober  Man  would  join  heartily  to  reprobate  so  nefar- 
ious a  plan  of  speculation. 

Be  pleased  Sir  to  present  my  best  respects  to  your  Lady  and  be  as- 
sured that  I  am,  with  sentiments  of  the  greatest  respect,  esteem,  &  re- 
gard, dear  Sir,  Your  most  affectionate  and  obedient  Servant, 

Richard  Henry  Lee. 

P.S.  Altho  I  began  this  letter  on  the  23d  my  ill  state  of  health  and 
much  business  have  prevented  me  from  finishing  it  until  this  day  the 
31st  of  July.  I  thank  God  that  my  health  is  now  much  better  than  it  has 
been.  "  R.H.L. 

RC  (DLC:  Washington  Papers). 

1  For  the  March  4  letter  from  Jean  Lebarbier  (the  younger)  enclosing  two  copies  of 
his  play  about  the  Huddy-Asgill  affair  in  1782,  see  Washington,  Papers  (Abbot),  Confed- 
eration Series,  2:406-7. 

2  For  Charles  W  F.  Dumas'  May  1  letter,  read  in  Congress  on  July  20,  see  Charles 
Thomson  to  John  Jay,  July  20,  note  1. 

3  Lee  completed  the  remainder  of  this  letter  on  July  31,  for  which  see  his  postscript. 
Although  he  did  not  break  the  paragraph,  it  is  obvious  from  the  change  in  pen  and  ink 
where  he  resumed  writing. 

4  According  to  the  endorsement,  the  marquis  de  Lafayette's  May  1 1  letter  was  read  in 
Congress  on  July  20.  See  PCC,  item  156,  fols.  418-20;  and  Diplomatic  Correspondence, 
1783-1789,  1:310-11. 

5  For  Louis  XVTs  May  10  letter,  which  was  read  July  19,  see  PCC,  item  120:373-74, 
item  185,  fol.  132. 

6  John  Adams'  June  1  letter  was  read  July  25.  See  PCC,  item  84,  5:465-66,  item  185, 
fol.  133;  and  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-1789,  2:367. 

7  For  John  Jay's  July  20  instructions,  see  Charles  Thomson  to  Jay,  July  22. 

8  Sec  Lee  to  John  Fitzgerald,  May  4. 
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New  Hampshire  Delegates  to  John  Langdon 

Sir,  New  York.  July  24th.  1 785 

We  are  hond.  with  your  Excellys.  letter  of  the  llh  instt.  in  answer  to 
our's  of  the  27th  ulto.  touching  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Edwd.  Dowse 
as  surveyor  of  lands  in  the  western  territory.  The  several  gentlemen 
who  have  accepted  that  trust  are  summon'd  to  meet  at  fort  Pit  the 
first  of  August — upon  which,  and  our  being  confirm'd  in  opinion  that 
Mr.  Dowse  is  every  way  adequate  to  fill  that  place,  &  is  now  here,  that 
was  your  Excelly.  to  have  mett  the  honble.  Council  at  an  earlier  period 
&  nominated  him,  it  would  have  been  tantamount  to  our  wishes.  We 
do  not  ask  this  nomination  on  the  presumption  that  no  Gentleman  of 
equal  abilities  can  be  found  in  New  Hampshire  but  are  fearful  that 
those  who  are  suitable  will  decline  going  so  far  abroad.1 

As  Mr  Dowse  is  determined  to  wait  till  you  have  mett  your  Honble. 
Council  we  think  it  adviseable  to  inform  you  of  the  same,  that  should 
he  be  agreed  to,  you  may  know  he  is  in  readiness  to  proceed  on  the 
business  of  his  appointment. 

We  have  the  Honr.  to  be  with  Sentiments  of  respect  and  Esteem, 
Your  Excellencys  Most  Obedient  Huml.  Servants, 

Abiel  Foster 

Pierse  Long 

RC  (NN:  Emmet  Collection,  no.  475).  Written  by  Foster  and  signed  by  Foster  and  Long. 
Addressed:  "Excelly.  Jno.  Langdon  Esqr." 

1  For  the  appointment  of  Nathaniel  Adams  and  Ebenezer  Sullivan,  successively,  as 
Continental  surveyor  for  New  Hampshire,  and  their  decisions  to  decline  the  appoint- 
ment, see  Charles  Thomson  to  the  Continental  Surveyors,  May  28,  note  2;  New  Hamp- 
shire Delegates  to  Langdon,  August  14;  and/CC,  28:398,  469n,  29:623.  Dowse  was  finally 
elected  to  the  post  on  August  24  when  Congress  learned  of  Sullivan's  "having  declined." 
JCC,  29:654,  679n. 


John  Vining  to  Nicholas  Van  Dyke 

Dear  Sir,  New-York  July  24  1 785. 

Agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  Delegates  of  Massachusetts,  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  late  act  of  that  state  relative  to  com- 
merce.1 Your  Excellency  will  be  kind  enough  to  lay  it  before  the  As- 
sembly at  their  next  session,  as  it  is  certainly  a  matter  of  the  utmost 
Importance,  &  demands  their  most  serious  Consideration.  I  have 
nothing  more  to  communicate,  than  I  did  in  my  last  touching  the  req- 
uisition, as  it  is  precisely  in  the  same  situation  in  which  it  then  was. 

With  most  respectful  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Vandyke  &  Family  I  have 
the  Honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  very  Humble  servant, 

John  Vining 
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RC  (PHi:  Gratz  Collection). 

1  See  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin,  August  23,  note  5. 


William  Grayson  to  George  Washington 

Dear  Sir  New  York  July  25th.  1 785. 

The  inclosed  letters  were  handed  to  me  the  other  day  by  young  Mr. 
Adams,  son  of  Mr.  John  Adams,  who  has  arrived  in  the  last  packett, 
and  no  private  opportunity  offering,  I  do  myself  the  honor  of  trans- 
mitting them  by  Post. 

Congress  are  informed  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams,  that  he  has  been 
introduced  to  the  King  of  G.  B.  in  due  form,  and  received  as  a  public 
Minister  from  the  U.  S.  of  America.1 

They  have  also  recieved  from  the  Commrs.  for  forming  commercial 
treaties  projects  of  two  treaties;  the  one  with  the  King  of  Prussia,  the 
other  with  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany;  the  former  it  is  expected  is 
signed  before  this  by  the  American  Ministers. 

Don  Diego  de  Gardoqui  (who  has  plenipotentiary  powers)  has 
been  recieved  and  Congress  have  passed  a  commission  to  Mr.  Jay  Sec- 
retary for  foreign  affairs  to  negotiate  with  them.2 

Congress  have  lately  paid  great  attention  to  the  proposed  alteration 
of  the  9th  Article  of  the  Confederation,  and  it  has  been  debated  sev- 
eral times.  I  did  myself  the  honor  of  inclosing  this  paper  some  time 
ago;  there  seems  to  be  three  opinions;  some  are  for  the  alteration  as 
reported  provided  Eleven  &  not  nine  States  have  the  exercise  of  the 
powers,  others  are  for  forming  a  navigation  act,  &  submitting  the 
same  to  the  States;  a  third  opinion  is  against  any  change  whatever.  I 
expect  after  the  subject  has  been  thoroughly  investigated,  it  will  by 
consent  be  put  off  till  the  members  have  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sulting the  legislatures.3 

The  requisition  for  the  current  year  is  nearly  finished;  By  this  the 
states  are  called  upon  to  pay  three  Millions  of  dollars,  i.e.  one  Million 
in  specie,  and  two  Millions  in  Interest  on  liquidated  certificates — The 
whole  containing  a  provision  as  well  for  the  purposes  of  Government 
as  for  the  Interest  on  the  foreign  8c  domestic  debt.4 

I  beg  leave  to  inclose  propositions  respecting  the  coinage  of  Gold, 
Silver  8c  Copper,  which  are  at  present  before  Congress.5 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  Yr.  Affect,  fd.  & 
Most  Obed  serv.  Willm.  Grayson. 

RC  (DLC:  Washington  Papers). 

1  For  John  Adams'  letter  of  Juno  1,  sec  Richard  llnm  l.cc  to  Washington.  |ulv  23, 
note  5. 

'-'  See  ( !hai  les  Thomson  to  John  fay,  July  22. 

:l  Sec  James  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  April  12,  note  4,  and  |unc  16,  note  3. 
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4  The  grand  committee  report  on  requisitions,  which  had  been  read  on  July  11,  had 
been  entered  on  the  journals  on  the  18th  and  printed  as  a  broadside.  See  JCC,  29:522n, 
542-47,  925. 

5  Undoubtedly  the  May  13  grand  committee  report  on  coinage,  100  copies  of  which 
had  been  printed.  On  July  6  Congress  had  adopted  three  provisions  of  the  report  estab- 
lishing the  dollar  as  the  principal  money  unit  with  the  smallest  copper  coin  valued  at 
200  to  the  dollar  and  all  other  coins  to  increase  in  a  decimal  ratio.  See  JCC,  28:354-58, 
29:499-500,  922.  For  the  background  of  this  issue  and  subsequent  petitions  from  Capt. 
Frederick  H.  Walden  and  others  to  mint  copper  coinage,  see  Morris,  Papers  (Ferguson), 
7:737-43;  Samuel  Holten  to  Nathaniel  Gorham,  August  8,  note  2;  and  Elbridge  Gerry 
to  James  Bowdoin,  September  5.  The  report  on  coinage  languished  thereafter  until 
April  12,  1786.yCC,  30:162-82. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Luke  Webster 

Dear  Webster,  New  York  25th  July,  1 785 

I  reed,  yours  of  the  24th  of  June  soon  after  my  last,1  and  another 
from  you,  of  the  18th  instant  inclosing  one  to  your  wife,2  8c  one  ad- 
dressed to  your  father,  both  of  which  I  have  forwarded;  and  the  in- 
closed from  your  wife  came  to  hand  two  days  since  in  a  letter  from 
Mrs.  Holten,  by  which  I  understand  they  were  well  the  16th. 

It  gives  me  concern  to  hear  you  was  so  much  unwell  the  19th:  &  in 
answer  to  your  kind  inquiry  About  my  health  it  is  better. 

I  observe  that  writing  to  your  father  8c  to  your  wife,  8c  to  myself, 
must  take  up  considerable  time,  therefore,  to  make  it  as  easy  to  you  as 
possible,  you  may  put  your  letters  addressed  to  them,  under  cover  to 
me  without  writing,  when  it  is  more  convenient. 

It  is  very  uncertain  when  I  shall  return  home,  but  I  will  endeavor  to 
notify  you  of  it,  some  time  before.  Yours,  8cc, 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  For  Holten's  "last,"  see  Holten  to  Webster,  February  19,  1785,  note  2. 

2  That  is,  Holten's  daughter  Sarah. 


Rufus  King  to  Daniel  Kilham 

My  dear  Sir  New  York  25th.  July  1785. 

I  have  yours  of  the  ninth  instant  for  which  accept  my  thanks,  little  is 
to  be  immediately  expected  remedial  of  the  embarrassments  which  al- 
most the  whole  of  the  american  commerce  is  exposed  to.  The  Gentle- 
men in  trade  almost  universally  through  all  the  States  are  uneasy  and 
complaining.  It  has  been  the  fashion  to  suppose  all  greivances  origi- 
nated with  the  British  nation;  but  in  this  instance  much  of  the  press- 
ing difficulty  of  which  constant  complaint  is  making  is  to  be  carried  to 
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the  account  of  the  excessive  importations  made  on  credit,  and  the 
mismanagement  of  the  importers  in  the  Sale  of  their  merchandize. 

Congress  it  is  said  must  have  additional  powers  or  commerce  will  be 
totally  ruined;  do  those  who  make  this  observation,  know  the  difficul- 
des  of  effecting  what  it  only  costs  them  a  breath  to  express?  Have  they 
considered  the  mode  of  effecting  their  wishes?  Do  they  know  that  one 
third  of  the  States  are  individually  interested  in  opposing  any  com- 
mercial treaty,  or  regulation  whatever? 

Have  they  heard  the  Southern  States  remark,  that  their  countries 
yielded  a  plentiful  and  valueable  export  in  their  Indigo,  Rice,  Wheat, 
&  Tobacco,  that  the  freer  the  Trade  the  more  valueable  to  the  states 
possessing  these  Staples — that  the  more  numerous  the  nations  are 
who  come  to  their  countries  to  buy  their  Produce,  the  greater  the 
competition  among  the  purchasers,  and  consequently  the  higher  the 
price  at  which  the  produce  will  sell;  whilst  the  quantity  of  Goods  in 
different  hands  suitable  for  their  market  may  be  purchased  at  a  lower 
price  than  if  the  laws  of  trade  restricted  any  power  or  nation  in  their 
intercourse. 

These  are  some  of  the  Difficulties  which  will  authorise  an  opinion 
that  little  can  at  present  be  expected  from  Congress;  the  eastern  states 
will  consent  to  vest  powers  in  Congress  competent  to  a  regulation  of 
foreign  commerce,  but  the  Southern  States  will  never  consent  to  regu- 
lations which  will  effect  what  the  northern  States  desire. 

I  wish  I  could  meet  you,  we  would  converse  more  freely  than  we  can 
write.  I  am  convinced  of  your  friendship,  and  desire  you  to  beleive 
mine  pure  and  inviolable.  The  last  clause  in  your  Letter  gave  me  un- 
easiness, could  I  consistently  leave  congress  at  this  Time  I  would  see 
you,  but  at  present  it  is  out  of  my  power.  Write  me  frequently — I  shall 
hear  from  you  with  peculiar  pleasure. 

Adieu  your's  affectionately  R  King 

Supplement 

Mr  Adams  was  received  with  the  usual  Ceremonies  8c  Honors  at  the 
British  court  on  the  first  of  June.  We  have  dispatches  from  him  in- 
forming only  of  his  reception  &c  &c  his  private  interview  with  the 
King  must  have  been  curious.1  What  he  will  negotiate  time  must  mani- 
fest. Young  Mr.  Adams2  arrived  here  a  few  days  since  having  left  his  fa- 
ther about  the  middle  of  May  on  his  Departure  for  London — as  late  as 
the  last  of  May  the  Drought  had  continued  to  be  most  severe,  the 
Corn  will  be  short  in  Europe,  the  Herds  are  greatly  diminished  for 
want  of  forage,  and  the  apprehension  is  great  as  common  in  populous 
Countries  that  the  human  race  will  suffer  from  famine. 

This  remark  may  be  drawn  from  this  information,  that  if  the  United 
States  had  energy  sufficient  to  prevent  the  supply  of  provisions  to  the 
W.  Indies,  and  Wheat  to  Europe,  we  should  be  able  to  negotiate  com- 
mercial Treaties  on  more  advantageous  terms  than  at  present. 
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RC  (NNC:  King  Collection). 

1  John  Adams'  letters  of  June  1  and  2  describing  his  reception  at  the  British  court  are 
in  PCC,  item  84,  5:465-84;  and  Diplomatic  Correspondent,  1783-89,  2:367-71. 

2  John  Quincy  Adams. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Francis  Dana 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  July  25th.  1785 

In  answer  to  your  memorial  which  was  presented  to  Congress  on  the 
2d  of  May  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  sundry  resolutions  passed 
by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  the  22d  of  this  month.1 
With  great  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  Your  most  obet  &c. 

C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

i  See/CC,  28:416n,  29:569-70;  and  Elbridge  Gerry  to  Dana,  July  22. 


James  Monroe  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir  New  York  July  26.  1785. 

Since  my  last  a  report  proposing  a  change  in  the  first  paragraph  of 
the  9th  of  the  articles  of  consideration  hath  been  taken  up  8c  acted  on 
two  days  in  a  committee  of  the  whole.1  It  proposes  to  invest  Congress 
with  power  to  regulate  trade  externally  8c  internally.  Those  in  favor  of 
it  were  of  opinion  that  the  exercise  of  this  power  in  the  hands  of  each 
State,  wod.  be  less  advantageous  to  its  particular  interests,  than  in 
those  of  the  union,  because  if  in  the  regulation  of  trade  it  was  sought 
1.  to  encourage  domestic  industry  in  any  line,  by  a  tax  upon  foreign, 
which  however  remote  at  present  may  hereafter  be  the  case.  2.  if  to 
obtain  reciprocity  in  its  commercial  intercourse  with  foreign  nations, 
either  with  or  without  treaties.  3.  if  to  establish  a  commercial  interest 
within,  in  contradistinction  to  a  foreign  one,  and  thereby  keep  its 
councils  independent  of  foreign  influence.  4.  or  to  raise  a  naval 
strength  for  the  publick  Safety,  all  these  ends  might  be  obtain 'd  more 
effectually  by  the  exercise  of  the  power  in  the  hands  of  the  union  than 
of  each  State;  for  unless  they  act  in  concert  in  every  instance  instead 
of  counteracting  the  regulations  of  other  powers,  they  will  become  in- 
strumental in  their  hands  to  impede  8c  defeat  those  of  each  other: 
that  there  was  but  one  alternative  either  to  act  together  or  against 
each  other,  that  the  latter  plan  establish'd  deep-rooted  jealousies  8c 
enmities  between  them,  at  the  same  time  that  it  wod.  be  unsuccessfull; 
greater  under  its  operation  for  any  length  of  time  than  they  wod.  have 
against  other  powers,  since  being  more  convenient  8c  better  able  to 
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frustrate  each  others  measures,  their  restrictions  must  be  more  severe 
and  pointed  agnst  each  other  than  agnst  other  powers.  That  such  a 
course  tended  to  throw  them  apart  &  weaken  the  present  rights  of  the 
confideracy.  That  their  interests  were  nearly  similar  being  all  export- 
ing 8c  importing  States — that  it  was  of  little  consequence  whether  they 
exported  the  same  or  different  materials,  since  the  restrictions  which 
tended  to  restrain  exportation,  wod.  injure  the  whole,  8c  they  were  all 
equally  interested  in  getting  their  admission  upon  the  best  terms  into 
the  ports  of  foreign  powers.  That  they  imported  nearly  the  same  mate- 
rials 8c  of  course  had  the  same  interest  in  that  line.2  On  the  other  side 
it  was  argued  1.  that  it  was  dangerous  to  concentrate  power  since  it 
might  be  turn'd  to  mischievous  purposes;  that  independent  of  the  im- 
mediate danger  of  intoxication  in  those  entrusted  with  it,  &  their  at- 
tempts on  the  govrnment,  it  put  us  more  in  the  power  of  other  Na- 
tions. 2.  that  the  interests  of  the  different  parts  of  the  Union  were 
different  from  each  other,  &  that  the  regulations  which  suited  the  one 
would  not  the  other  part.  That  8  States  were  of  a  particular  interest 
whose  business  it  wod.  be  to  combine  to  shackle  8c  fetter  the  others. 
3.  that  all  attacks  upon  the  confideration  were  dangerous  8c  calculated 
even  if  they  did  not  succeed  to  weaken  it.  These  I  think  were  the  prin- 
cipal arguments  on  either  side,  tho'  they  were  carried  out  into  great 
extent.  I  think  Colo.  Grayson  inform'd  me  sometime  since  he  had 
transmitted  to  you  the  report  otherwise  I  shod,  now  do  it.3  I  wish  very 
much  your  sentiments  on  the  subject. 

By  the  packet  we  are  inform'd  that  Mr.  Adams  had  arriv'd  in  Lon- 
don, been  presented  to  the  King  &  well  receiVd.  The  ceremonial  had 
only  taken  place  when  his  dispatches  were  forwarded,  so  that  he  had 
not  proceeded  to  business.  Mr.  Gardoqui  is  here;  Congress  have  au- 
thoriz'd  the  Secretary  of  foreign  affrs.  to  treat  with  him  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  his  mission.  I  am  your  friend  8c  servant,       Jas.  Monroe 

P.S.  I  inclose  you  a  treatise  of  Mr.  Mazzai  in  favor  of  the  port  bill  in 
Italian.4  I  promis'd  him  to  attempt  a  translation  of  it  but  really  I  dis- 
trust my  knowledge  of  the  language  too  much  to  attempt  it  provided  I 
had  leasure,  which  is  not  the  case;  he  undertook  it  upon  the  desire  of 
Colo.  Innes  for  whom  principally  the  translation  is  intended.  By  com- 
mitting it  to  you  I  trust  I  promote  his  views  more  than  I  shall  other- 
wise have  it  in  my  power  to  do. 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  See  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  April  12,  note  4. 

2  At  this  point  in  the  manuscript  Monroe  inserted  an  asterisk  to  which  he  keyed  the 
following  observation:  "That  if  there  were  different  interests  in  every  instance  the  re- 
striction of  every  measure  to  11  States  the  number  propos'd,  with  the  revenue  to  each 
State  wod.  form  a  sufficient  security." 

3  See  William  Grayson  to  Madison,  May  1,  note  8. 

'  Not  found,  but  sec  Madison,  Papers  (Hutchinson),  8:294. 
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David  Jackson  to  George  Bryan 

Dear  Sir  New  York  July  27th  1 785 

My  last  to  you  was  better  than  a  week  ago,  since  which  I  have  not 
been  honored  with  any  of  your  favors.  The  business  of  finishing  the 
requisition  (which  is  by  far  too  late)  for  the  present  year  has  occupied 
the  attention  of  Congress  every  day  for  this  week  past.1  It  labors  hard 
in  the  passing  from  the  doctrine  of  facilities  or  discounts  of  interest 
with  the  domestic  creditors  being  allowed.  The  amount  proposed  to 
be  raised  is  3  millions  of  dollars;  the  interest  both  of  the  foreign  8c  do- 
mestic debt  down  to  the  end  of  1784  is  intended  to  be  paid — one 
third  of  the  sum  to  be  paid  in  coin,  which  will  cover  the  interest  of  the 
forreign  debt  &  two  thirds  to  be  paid  in  facilities  or  certificates  to  be 
given  for  the  interest  due  on  Loan  office  &  other  liquidated  debts  of 
the  United  States.  These  facilities  to  be  receivable  in  taxes  throughout 
the  Union  in  the  proportion  of  two  thirds,  to  one  of  coin,  upon  the 
particular  States  quota  under  the  requisition.2  This  plan  poor  &  ineffi- 
cient as  it  is,  meets  with  much  obstruction  from  those  particular  States 
who  have  but  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  domestic  debt  due  to 
their  citizens.  They  suppose  it  will  operate  as  a  hard  money  tax  on 
them  altogether,  while  other  States  will  have  the  benefit  of  those  facili- 
ties, never  adverting  to  the  ruinous  situation  the  poor  public  creditor 
is  thrown  into  by  receiving  his  interest  in  this  kind  of  paper  instead  of 
coin  which  having  no  basis  of  redemption  but  dry  taxation  must  in 
the  course  of  a  year  depreciate  probably  one  half  or  more.  Pensylva- 
nia  has  been  rather  considered  as  anti  federal  on  acct  of  her  funding 
Bill.  An  idea  prevails  among  many  of  the  members  of  Congress  that 
she  will  not  nor  cannot  comply  with  the  present  requisition  consis- 
tently with  the  principles  she  adopted  in  her  present  plan  of  finnance. 
I  have  told  them  that  to  suppose  Pensylvania  will  not  comply,  is  rather 
taking  a  matter  for  granted  without  sufficient  foundation  wheron  to 
ground  the  supposition — that  as  she  has  ever  discovered  a  prompti- 
tude in  compliance  equal  if  not  superior  to  any  State  in  the  Union 
heretofore  whenever  a  recommendation  of  Congress  was  laid  before 
her,  she  ought  not  to  be  suspected  of  delinquency  on  this  occasion 
untill  the  Trial  is  made — that  when  her  legislature  has  the  requisition 
laid  before  them,  if  they  find  their  present  system  too  narrow  to  com- 
prehend it  fully,  they  can  so  enlarge  &  modify  it  as  to  comprize  8c  sub- 
stantially comply  with  what  is  desired  of  them.  I  find  it  is  not  one  of 
the  least  of  Pensylvanias  faults  among  some  gentlemen,  that  she  has 
dared  to  make  provision  for  her  own  citizens  only. 

The  public  papers  will  have  announced  to  you  the  arrival  of  Mr 
Adams  at  the  Court  of  London  &  his  being  presented  to  his  Majesty. 
He  is  apprehensive  that  considerable  difficulties  will  attend  his  mis- 
sion at  that  court  &  that  it  will  be  objected  by  the  Brittish  ministers 
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that  under  the  Confederation  he  has  not  sufficient  powers  to  form  a 
commercial  treaty  which  shall  be  obligatory  on  the  Union.  A  private 
Letter  from  the  Marquis  L  Fyatte  mentions  that  the  Court  of  France  is 
disposed  to  drop  the  demand  of  Lonchamps  being  satisfied  with  what 
has  been  done  here  in  his  case.3  The  Charge  des  affairs  however  has 
said  nothing  yet  official  on  the  subject.  Dr  Franklin  may  soon  be  ex- 
pected over.  In  a  conversation  I  had  yesterday  with  a  gentleman  here 
who  is  a  friend  of  Mr  R.  Morris's,  he  did  not  entertain  a  doubt  but 
that  the  great  man  would  be  in  the  Pensylvania  legislature  next  year — 
what  are  the  sentiments  of  people  with  you  on  this  head?  I  think  a  seat 
in  the  assembly  would  be  much  more  the  object  of  that  gentlemans 
wishes,  than  the  Presidential  Chair.4  The  interest  of  the  Bank  &  other 
matters  greatly  important  to  a  particular  party  would  then  be  fully  at- 
tended to — it  behoves  the  friends  of  the  constitution  to  be  vigilant  & 
active — they  will  find  their  opponents  are  not  asleep.  Most  respectfully 
I  am,  Your  Obdt  Servt,  David  Jackson 

P.S.  This  moment  I  reed  your  favor  of  yesterday  in  the  Congress 
Chamber,  but  time  would  not  permit  me  to  peruse  it  before  the  re- 
turn of  the  post. 

RC  (PHi:  Bryan  Papers). 

1  For  the  belated  adoption  of  the  requisition  for  1785  on  September  27,  see  JCC, 
29:765-71. 

-  For  the  manner  in  which  this  provision  was  written  into  the  grand  committee  report 
on  the  requisition,  which  had  been  taken  up  in  debate  July  18  and  22,  see  JCC, 
29:545-46. 

:!  Lafayette  communicated  this  information  in  a  May  11  letter  to  George  Washington, 
for  which  see  Lafayette,  Papers  (Idzerda),  5:323.  It  was  offcially  communicated  to  Con- 
gress by  John  Jay  on  August  2.  JCC,  29:598-99. 

4  Nonetheless,  Benjamin  Franklin  was  elected  president  of  Pennsylvania  on  October  18. 


William  Samuel  Johnson  to 
Samuel  William  Johnson 

Neiv  York  July  27th.  1785.  Advises  Billy  to  take  no  action  on  the  debt 
owed  by  Mr.  Hard  to  Gulian  Verplanck  "till  you  see,  or  hear  from  me 
again."  "I  have  been  very  anxious  to  make  my  Visit  to  Stratford,  8c  con- 
sequently much  disappointed  that  Capt.  Hoit  has  not  yet  made  his 
Appe[a]rence  here,  especially  as  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any 
other  convenient  Vessel  to  come  in.  Had  Hoit  been  here,  as  I  ex- 
pected, last  week,  I  sho'd  then  have  return'd  with  him  without  diffi- 
culty. Now  indeed  I  meet  with  fresh  Embarrassments  from  the  turn 
business  has  within  a  few  days  taken  in  Congress.  I  hope  nevertheless 
so  far  to  overcome  those  difficulties,  as  to  embark  in  a  few  days  on 
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Board  the  first  good  Vessel  I  can  find,  but  can  fix  upon  no  particular 
time  at  present.  Were  I  alone,  I  sho'd  be  little  sollicitous  what  Vessel  I 
took  passage  in,  but  as  Betsey  comes  with  me,  I  wish  she  may  be  acco- 
modated as  well  as  Circumstances  will  admit  of."1 

RC  (CtHi: Johnson  Papers). 

1  Johnson  also  wrote  the  following  brief  letter  to  his  son  later  the  same  evening. 
"After  I  had  closed  my  Letter  of  this  Eveng  I  received  yrs.  of  yesterday,  &  am  extremely 
concerned  to  find  yr.  dear  Mamma  has  been  so  much  disappointed.  1  had  conceiv'd 
that  she  chose  Betsey  sho'd  come  by  Water,  &  therefore  never  once  tho't  of  coming  in 
the  Stage.  And  I  depended  so  much  upon  Hoits  being  here  last  week  that  I  probably 
miss'd  some  other  opportunity  that  I  might  have  found  but  for  that  depend  [en  ]ce. 
Now,  as  I  have  mention'd  in  the  former  Letter,  I  am  Embarrassed  with  business  again, 
so  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  set  out  tomorrow,  &  can  only  beg  Mamma  will 
excuse  me  for  a  few  Days  longer.  I  will  if  possible  tomorrow  disengage  myself  from  the 
business  In  Congress,  &  find  a  Vessel  that  may  answer  our  purpose,  or  if  none  offers  be 
ready  for  the  next  Stage. "Johnson  Papers,  CtHi. 


John  Laurance  to  Timothy  Pickering 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  July  27th  1 785 

Mr.  Wolcot  of  Connecticut  has  resigned  the  appointment  of  one  of 
the  Commissioners  for  holding  Treaties  with  the  Indians.  The  remain- 
ing Commissioners  are  General  Butler,  General  Clark  and  Arthur  Lee 
Esquire.  A  Day  has  been  assigned  for  the  apointment  of  a  Commis- 
sioner in  the  place  of  Mr.  Woolcot.  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  of  nomi- 
nating you  to  succeed  him.  Should  you  be  inclined  to  serve,  in  case  an 
appointment  could  be  obtained,  you  will  oblige  me  by  communicat- 
ing your  determination  and  as  speedy  as  it  is  convenient  to  you.1  With 
much  sincerity,  Your  obed  servant,  John  Laurance 

RC  (MHi:  Pickering  Papers). 

1  Pickering  endorsed  this  letter  "answered:  personally  in  the  negative." 


Maryland  Delegates  to  William  Paca 

Sir  New-York  July  27th.  1785 

We  must  request  the  Favor  of  You,  to  transmit  Us  as  soon  as  You 
can,  a  Copy  of  the  Act  passed  our  Legislature  for  procuring  a  Supply 
of  Cloathing  and  fresh  Provision,  passed  We  believe  in  the  Spring  of 
1781,  in  Consequence  of  a  Letter  from  Genl.  Washington.1 

Congress  are  now  upon  the  Requisition,  &  very  uncertain  when  it 
will  be  got  through.  There  seems  little  Probability  at  present  of  Con- 
gress adjourning  this  Year. 
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We  are,  with  every  Sentiment  of  Regard,  Yr.  Excellency's  very  hum- 
ble Servts.  James  McHenry 

Wm.  Hindman 

RC  (MdAA:  Red  Books). 

1  For  Washington's  requests  for  provisions  and  clothing  in  the  summer  and  fall  of 
1780  that  were  either  sent  to  Maryland  direcdy  by  him  or  through  Congress,  and  the 
state's  response,  see  Washington,  Writings  (Fitzpatrick),  19:449-51,  20:204-11,  450-51; 
and  these  Letters,  16:18,  50,  103,  109,  161,  341-42,  419. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Arthur  Lee 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  July  27th.  1785 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  United  States  in  Congress 

Assembled  have  this  day  elected  you  a  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of 

Treasury. ! 

You  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  Congratulations  on  the  appointment. 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient 

8c  most  hum  servt.  C.T.2 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

i  See  JCC,  29:582. 

2  Thomson  also  wrote  to  Oliver  Wolcott  this  day  informing  him  that  agreeably  to  his 
July  1 3  request  Congress  had  accepted  his  "Resignation  of  the  Office  of  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs."  See  PCC,  item  18A,  fol.  114,  item  78,  24:515;  and  JCC,  29:574,  576. 


Charles  Thomson  to  the  States 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress 
Sir,  Circular.  July  28.  1785 

I  have  it  in  charge,  as  your  Excellency  will  see  by  the  enclosed  re- 
solve, to  apply  to  the  executives  of  the  several  States  for  thirteen  copies 
of  the  legislative  acts  thereof  since  the  first  of  Septr.  1774  inclusive.1 

The  purposes,  for  which  these  copies  are  desired,  and  the  end  to  be 
answered  are  fully  explained  in  the  resolution.  As  the  object  is,  not 
merely  to  procure  information  to  the  federal  Council,  but  to  establish 
mutual  Confidence  8c  good  understanding  among  the  States  8c  that 
each  may  derive  assistance  in  the  great  work  of  legislation,  from  the 
joint  wisdom  of  the  whole,  I  rely  with  Confidence,  that  your  Excellency 
will  be  pleased  to  order  the  thirteen  copies  of  the  Acts  of  your  legisla- 
ture from  the  time  above  mentioned  to  be  forwarded  as  speedily  as 
possible  and  make  the  necessary  arrangements,  that  I  may  be  fur- 
nished from  lime  to  time  with  the  Acts  which  shall  hereafter  be  passed. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  Your  Excellency's  Most 
obedient  &  Most  humble  Servt.  CT. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Endorsed:  "Duplicates  transmitted  to  Georgia  &  South  Car- 
olina 2d  August." 

•  For  this  July  27  resolve,  see/CC,  29:582-83. 


Elbridge  Gerry  to 
Timothy  Pickering  and  Samuel  Hodgdon 

Gentn  (Copy)  New  York  1st  August  [17]  85 

Upon  conferring  with  Mr  Wilson  there  is  Reason  to  suppose  that 
Mr  Willing  will  pay  forthwith  the  principal  of  my  Demand,  &  submit 
the  Decision  of  the  Interest  to  Referrees  in  this  City.1  If  he  consents  to 
this,  8c  will  come  here  within  ten  Days,  with  Money  to  discharge  the 
whole  of  my  Demand  for  principal,  8c  We  should  agree  on  Gentlemen 
to  determine  the  Question  of  Interest,  I  will  give  You  Information  that 
the  Suit  may  be  dropped,  he  paying  the  Charges  thereof.  But  even 
this  proposition  is  upon  Condition  that  You  8c  Mr  Lewis,  think  no  Em- 
barrassments will  ensue  from  the  Measure,  8c  that  it  can  be  so  con- 
ducted as  that  the  Suit  shall  go  on  (notwithstanding  Mr  Willing  may 
come  to  this  City)  untill  the  Business  is  put  on  such  a  Footing,  that  the 
Decision  of  the  Referrees  here  shall  be  carried  into  immediate  Effect. 
I  will  agree  to  nothing  short  of  an  immediate  payment  of  the  princi- 
pal, 8c  a  Referrence  of  the  other  Claim  as  mentioned. 

Tr  (DNA:  RG  93,  no.  30065).  In  the  hand  of  Elbridge  Gerry. 
1  See  Gerry  to  Pickering  and  Hodgdon,  July  1 1. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  John  Adams 

My  dear  Sir,  New  York  August  the  1st.  1785 

I  received  your  letter  by  your  Son  with  the  pleasure  that  will  always 
attend  such  communications  from  an  old  and  much  esteemed 
friend.1  But  on  this  occasion  I  have  been  the  more  happy  as  it  fur- 
nished me  with  an  opportunity  of  shewing  civilities  to  the  Son  of  my 
friend.  I  have  had  as  much  of  his  company  as  our  mutual  affairs  would 
permit  because  I  have  had  the  satisfaction  to  lodge  him  in  my  House. 
Your  plan  for  his  education  I  cannot  but  approve,  since  it  is  the  very 
one  that  I  had  chosen  for  my  own  Son.  It  may  be  admitted  as  a  truth 
little  to  be  doubted  that  Merchants  are  generally  keen  to  discern  and 
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ready  to  persue  their  true  interest.  This  perhaps  may  be  as  good  a  rule 
as  any  by  which  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  giving  time  for  payment  of 
the  debts  due  from  the  U.S.  to  G.B.  previous  to  the  War.  Now  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  most  knowing  Merchants  Creditors  upon  that  ground 
here,  have  expressed  the  greatest  willingness  to  consent  to  receive  pay- 
ment by  regular  instalments,  allowing  reasonable  time  between — the 
reverse  of  this,  &  a  rigorous  demand  of  payment  as  quickly  as  law  pur- 
suits would  enable  them  to  recover,  they  are  well  aware  would  be 
much  less  conducive  to  their  interest  than  the  first  method  that  I  have 
stated — And  this  seems  to  be  the  plan  generally  agreed  upon,  by  in- 
stalments I  mean.  Permit  me  Sir  to  animadvert  a  little  upon  the 
strange  objection  taken  up  in  G.  Britain  by  some  ill  informed  writers, 
whose  mistakes  appear  to  have  affected  even  Government  itself.  It  is, 
that  Congress  have  not  power  to  make  effecient  Treaties  of  Com- 
merce. You  know  Sir  that  the  Confederation  has  obtained  the  solemn 
legal  sanction  of  every  Legislature  in  the  U.  States;  and  is  therefore  a 
compact  as  binding  as  can  exist  among  Men.  What  then  does  the  Con- 
federation say?  By  the  9th  Article  Congress  have  a  clear  right  to  make 
whatever  treaties  of  Commerce  they  shall  judge  proper,  subject  only  to 
two  limitations.  One,  that  foreigners  may  be  compelled  to  pay  as  high 
duties  8c  imposts  as  the  people  of  any  state  pay.  The  2d  that  any  State 
may  in  Toto  prohibit  the  export  or  import  of  any  particular  species  of 
Goods.  With  respect  to  the  first  limitation,  is  it  not  one  that  all  states 
upon  earth  ought  to  possess  &  do  actually  (I  believe  exercise).  And 
can  a  British  Minister  be  serious  in  refusing  to  make  a  Commercial 
Treaty  with  Congress  because  they  have  not  power  to  permit  the  Sub- 
jects of  G.B.  to  Trade  with  the  U.S.  under  less  oppressions  than  the 
Citizens  of  the  States  pay?  Or  Can  it  be  supposed  that  if  Congress  pos- 
sessed this  power  that  so  unequal  a  system  would  ever  be  agreed  to  by 
Congress.  It  is  not  a  supposable  case,  &  therefore  this  limitation  can 
be  no  true  or  just  ground  of  objection.  The  second  8c  only  remaining 
one,  seems  to  have  no  little  force,  because  a  State  must  be  evidently 
insane  that  will  in  toto  prohibit  any  species  of  export  or  import  unless 
its  very  existence  depends  upon  such  prohibition.  And  in  that  case, 
the  power  and  the  exercise  of  it  is  indispensable,  and  reaching  to  Self 
preservation  must  for  ever  8c  will  for  ever  be  exercised.  'Tis  evident 
that  the  interest  of  States  will  effectually  prevent  any  such  total  prohi- 
bition unless  in  the  extremity  above  stated — And  interest  is  the  surest 
principle  forjudging  how  Men  8c  States  will  Act.  Now  then,  I  say  again, 
that  these  two  limitations  excepted  (which  for  the  reasons  already  as- 
signed are  no  just  objections  to  the  making  a  treaty  of  Commerce  with 
Congress  for  want  of  power)  Congress  have  a  clear  &  unquestioned 
right  to  make  any  treaty  the[y]  choose.  And  it  is  remarkable  that  ex- 
cept some  factious  writers  in  G.  Britain,  the  objection  exists  not.  You 
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know  that  very  discerning  Nations  have  treated  with  us  under  perfect 
knowledge  of  our  Confederation,  without  producing  any  objection  of 
this  kind.  When  therefore  the  people  here  are  informed  of  such  an 
objection  from  G.B.  they  conclude  universally  that  the  objection  is  too 
feeble  to  be  real,  8c  that  the  true  cause  is  something  else.  That  some- 
thing they  are  not  at  a  loss  to  discover,  and  therefore  the  general  out- 
cry now  is,  let  such  regulations  be  instituted  as  will  put  the  Trade  of 
G.B.  with  us  under  such  restraints  as  may  satisfy  them  that  they  are 
mistaken  in  the  supposition  that  their  share  of  our  Commerce  will  be 
large  as  they  please,  8c  therefore  that  no  Treaty  is  necessary.  Let  us 
give  decided  preferences  to  the  Ships  not  only  of  our  own  country, 
but  to  those  of  the  nations  with  whom  we  have  Commercial  Treaties. 
It  is  very  evident  that  these  measures  will  take  effect  if  Britain  does  not 
soon  depart  from  her  present  System,  and  take  up  one  more  liberal. 
To  be  sure,  the  consequence  least  prejudicial  to  them,  but  which  is  yet 
very  important,  must  inevitably  take  place  under  their  present  plan — 
to  wit,  a  very  contracted  use  of  British  Manufactures,  because  their 
regulations  prevent  the  means  of  paying  for  them  &  of  course  will 
greatly  limit  the  use  8c  the  purchase  of  them. 

I  lately  wrote  to  you  concerning  my  friend  Mr.  Thomas  Steptoe  in 
India2 — have  you  received  my  letters,  and  have  you  had  it  in  your 
power  to  do  any  thing  for  him?  I  wish  much  to  know. 

Congress  have  taken  measures  for  exposing  to  Sale  Several  Millions 
of  Acres  on  the  N.W.  side  of  the  river  Ohio,  a  part  of  the  late  cession 
from  Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  a  considerable  part  of  our 
domestic  debt.  The  Soil  8c  Climate  of  that  Country  is  incomparably 
fine,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  greedily  purchased  with  the  public 
Securities.  If  this  plan  succeeds,  our  debt  will  soon  be  removed. 

Be  so  kind  as  present  my  respectful  compliments  to  Doctor  Price, 
and  tell  him  that  I  received  his  packet  of  pamphlets3  distributed  them 
among  the  Members  of  Congress  who  received  them  very  thankfully, 
and  with  the  respect  due  to  so  great  &  able  a  defender  of  the  liberties 
of  Mankind  and  rights  of  human  nature. 

I  shall  always  be  happy  to  hear  from  you,  and  am,  with  the  highest 
esteem  and  most  affectionate  regard  Yours, 

Richard  Henry  Lee. 

RC  (MHi:  Adams  Papers). 

1  For  Adams'  April  29  letter  as  well  as  his  September  6  reply  to  this  letter,  see  Richard 
H.  Lee,  Memoir  of  the  Life  of  Richard  Henry  Lee,  2  vols.  (Philadelphia:  H.  C.  Carey  and  I. 
Lea,  1825),  2:140-11,  143-44. 

2  See  Lee  to  Adams,  May  28,  note  3. 

3  See  Lee  to  Washington,  January  16,  note  2. 
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James  McHenry  to  George  Washington 

Dr.  Sir.  New  York  1st  Augt.  1785. 

Whilst  the  Marquiss  de  la  Fayette  was  on  his  late  visit  to  this  country 
he  suggested  to  me  that  if  I  could  recollect  the  train  of  his  military 
proceedings  and  commit  them  to  paper,  that  you  would  send  them  to 
Doctor  Gordon  who  is  engaged  in  writing  a  history  of  the  revolution;1 
at  least  as  I  understood  him  on  this  occasion;  for  the  subject  being 
delicate  I  did  not  seek  explanation.  My  desire  that  the  military  and  pa- 
triotic proceedings  of  the  Marquiss  may  be  truely  stated  by  the  Doctor 
has  been  a  further  inducement  with  me  to  execute  his  wish  notwith- 
standing it  interfered  with  my  other  avocations.  I  have  therefore  com- 
prehended in  the  inclosed  sketch  every  material  feature  of  that  noble- 
mans  history,  so  far  as  the  same  is  connected  with  our  revolution, 
which  I  hope  you  will  introduce  to  Doctor  Gordon  in  such  a  manner 
as  may  render  it  of  utility  to  his  undertaking.2  It  is  incumbent  upon 
history  to  render  him  aid  in  paying  a  debt  to  those  characters  which 
America  cannot  pay. 

The  Marquiss  writes  by  every  packet  such  information  as  he  thinks 
may  be  of  service  to  the  union,  and  frequently  tells  congress  what  they 
do  not  hear  from  any  other  quarter,  and  does  them  acts  of  kindness 
which  no  other  person  could  do  them.  The  court  of  France  (through 
his  mediation  I  imagine)  has  ordered  their  charge  des  affairs  to  with- 
draw the  demand  made  some  time  since  for  the  surrendry  of  Lon- 
champ,  which  relieves  Congress  from  much  serious  embarrassment. 
Yet  one  can  see  that  the  French  Court  is  not  pleased,  and  hence,  that 
we  are  not  likely  very  soon  to  have  a  French  minister — unless  Congress 
do  something  more  than  what  has  been  done  to  satisfy  the  insult.3 

Since  I  have  entered  upon  Congressional  politics  I  must  take  the 
liberty  to  detain  you  a  little  longer.  Congress  have  had  it  under  consid- 
eration to  recommend  to  the  several  States  to  vest  them  with  the 
power  of  regulating  the  trade  of  the  States  as  well  with  each  other  as 
with  foreign  nations.  This  power  to  constitute  a  part  of  the  considera- 
tion and  to  be  exercised  by  nine  states  in  congress  assembled.  Its  ob- 
ject to  enable  Congress  to  lay  as  heavy  duties  and  restrictions  upon 
the  trade  of  foreign  nations  as  foreign  nations  lay  upon  the  trade  of 
the  United  States.  I  apprehend  that  both  the  genius  and  interest  of 
the  Southern  States  will  be  found  to  be  opposed  to  granting  this 
power.  I  believe  the  Eastern  States,  New  York  &  Pennsylvania  are  ex- 
ceedingly anxious  for  it;  but  I  do  not  wonder  at  their  anxiety  to  obtain 
a  monopoly  of  the  carrying  trade  of  the  union.  What  would  be  the 
consequence  to  the  Southern  States  in  particular,  were  foreign  vessels 
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to  be  prevented  from  exporting  their  products.  They  would  for  exam- 
ple, having  only  American  vessels  to  carry  off  their  commodities  of  ex- 
port, have  fewer  purchasers  for  them,  hence  their  prices  would  be  un- 
avoidably lowered.  They  would  also  have  less  foreign  goods  imported, 
which  would  oblige  the  consumers  to  pay  dearer  for  what  they  must 
buy.  It  would  seem  therefore  to  be  good  policy  in  the  Southern  States 
to  encourage  the  number  of  buyers  for  what  they  have  to  sell,  and  the 
number  of  importers  of  those  articles  they  must  buy,  till  they  become 
as  well  peopled  as  the  Eastern  States,  when  a  naval  defence  will  be  eas- 
ily established,  or  come  of  itself  without  the  aid  of  restrictions.  In  the 
mean  while  however  it  may  be  said,  that  we  ought  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion for  a  marine,  and  therefore  ought  to  begin  by  discouraging  for- 
eign shipping  and  encouraging  our  own,  for  that  the  riches  arising 
from  buying  what  we  want  cheap  and  selling  what  we  raise  dear  will 
avail  us  nothing  without  a  navy  to  protect  them.  But  is  it  true  that  a 
navy  is  at  present  necessary,  and  if  necessary  is  it  true  that  our  people 
could  go  to  the  expence  of  supporting  it?  Would  it  be  right  to  add  to 
our  present  burthens;  can  we  pay  our  present  debts?  Are  we  in  a  situa- 
tion to  enter  into  a  war  of  imposts  and  prohibitions  to  force  Great 
Britain  or  France  to  open  to  our  shipping  their  West  India  posses- 
sions? Have  we  shipping  enough  to  carry  on  our  exports  and  imports? 
When  Great  Britain  passed  the  navigation  act  she  had  in  her  harbours 
more  than  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels  for  her  own  trade.  Great 
Britain  too  was  well  peopled  at  that  period  and  the  capital  of  her 
traders  equal  to  the  exportation  and  purchase  of  her  products.  But 
our  situation  is  different  in  both  respects,  and  yet  it  is  said  we  ought  to 
force  a  navy,  that  we  ought  to  prohibit  British  ships  from  exporting 
our  products. 

Perhaps  the  point  of  true  policy  lays  between  forcing  the  growth  of 
our  shipping  and  doing  nothing  that  may  forward  their  increase.  Per- 
haps the  Southern  States  should  give  up  something,  and  the  other 
States  should  not  ask  everything.  Were  Congress  under  the  latter  idea 
to  frame  a  navigation  act,  the  operation  of  which  would  gradually  and 
slowly  tend  to  augment  the  seamen  and  shipping  of  the  States  without 
sensibly  wounding  in  its  progress  the  interests  of  any  State,  and  recom- 
mend the  same  to  their  adoption,  is  it  not  highly  probable  in  such  a 
case  that  the  good  sense  of  the  States  would  readily  induce  them  to 
come  into  the  measure.  Upon  this  plan  they  would  see  what  they  were 
to  give — that  it  could  not  hurt  them — and  that  it  might  work  a  gen- 
eral benefit.  They  could  repeal  it  too,  if  it  was  found  to  hurt  them, 
which  alone  would  be  a  great  inducement  with  some  states  to  pass  it. 

You  will  excuse  me  for  being  this  particular;  but  the  subject  is 
among  the  most  interesting  and  that  lead  me  to  it,  well  knowing  that 
although  you  have  withdrawn  yourself  from  all  public  employments, 
yet  that  there  is  nothing  so  near  your  heart  as  the  public  welfare.4 
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With  respectful  compliments  to  Mrs.  Washington  and  ardent  wishes 
for  your  health,  I  am  Dr.  Sir  very  sincerely,  Your  obdt. 

James  McHenry5 

RC  (DLC:  Washington  Papers). 

1  That  is,  Dr.  William  Gordon,  whose  History  of  the  Rise,  Progress,  and  Establishment  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  Stales  was  published  in  four  volumes  in  London  in  1788. 

2  According  to  Washington's  August  22  response,  the  "inclosed  sketch"  was  dis- 
patched to  Gordon  almost  immediately.  Washington,  Writings  (Fitzpatrick),  28:227. 

3  For  the  Longchamps  affair,  see  William  Henry  to  George  Bryan,  February  26,  1785, 
note  2. 

4  For  Washington's  pointed  August  22  reply  that  if  the  Union  was  to  prosper  "there 
must  be  an  accommodating  spirit"  in  Congress  in  the  development  of  commercial  regu- 
lations, see  Washington,  Writings  (Fitzpatrick),  28:227-30. 

5  Although  McHenry  wrote  brief  affectionate  notes  to  his  wife  Peggy  on  August  22 
(McHenry  File,  MiU-C)  and  on  August  30  (McHenry  Papers,  MdHi),  no  additional  let- 
ters from  him  have  been  found  until  he  wrote  to  John  Hall  on  September  28  just  as  he 
was  preparing  to  set  off  for  Philadelphia  to  be  with  her  for  about  two  weeks. 


Charles  Thomson  to 
John  Dickinson  and  William  Livingston 

Sir  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  August  1st.  1785 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  Your  Excellency  an  Act  of  the  20th 
July  in  virtue  of  which  it  is  expected  that  Lieut.  Colonel  Harmar  will 
use  his  endeavours  to  retain  in  service  the  Militia  of  your  State  which 
are  under  his  Command  until  your  Legislature  shall  be  in  Session  and 
shall  determine  on  furnishing  the  quota  of  Troops  required  by  the 
resolutions  of  the  1st,  7th  and  12th  of  April  last.1 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency's  &c. 
&c.  C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "His  Excellency  Wm.  Livingston  &  J  Dickinson." 
1  Pursuant  to  Congress'  decision  in  April  to  raise  700  troops  for  the  defense  of  the 
frontiers  under  the  command  of  Lt.  Col.  Josiah  Harmar,  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey 
had  been  assigned  quotas  of  260  and  100  men  respectively.  The  secretary  at  war,  Henry 
Knox,  had  informed  Congress  in  a  July  18  letter  that  the  terms  of  service  of  Harmar's 
men  would  be  expiring  in  August  and  September,  and  recommended  that  he  be 
granted  authority  to  recruit  from  the  men  in  his  corps  at  Fort  Mcintosh  before  it  dis- 
solved, especially  as  he  had  been  ordered  to  take  up  a  position  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Scioto  River  to  support  forthcoming  negotiations  with  the  Indians.  Knox's  letter  had 
been  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  William  Grayson,  David  Howell,  and  Rufus 
King,  whose  report  endorsing  Knox's  recommendation  was  adopted  by  Congress  on 
July  20.  See  PCC,  item  150,  1:55-62; /CC,  29:558n,  560;  and  Thomson  to  Certain  States, 
April  12,  1785.  For  discussion  of  United  States  military  policy  at  this  time,  and  the  fee- 
ble efforts  made  to  keep  a  small  force  under  arms  to  support  negotiations  with  the  Indi- 
ans and  garrison  a  few  frontier  posts,  see  James  R.  Jacobs,  The  Beginning  of  the  U.S.  Army, 
1783-1812  (Princeton:  Princeton  University  Press,  1947),  pp.  14-24. 
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Elbridge  Gerry  to  John  Adams 

My  dear  Sir,  New  York  August  3d  1 785 

The  packet  has  given  her  Signal  this  Morning  for  sailing  8c  I  have 
but  an  half  Hour  to  write. 

You[r]  son  Mr  Adams  delivered  me  your  Favours  of  the  25th  &  28th 
of  April,1  &  these  were  More  acceptable  as  they  were  received  from  his 
Hands.  I  think  him  a  promising  Character,  that  will  make  a  Figure  in 
publick  or  private  Life,  &  be  an  Honor  to  his  Country  as  well  as  to  his 
Connections.  He  has  had  much  Attention  paid  to  him  in  this  City,  8c 
by  Invitation  of  the  president  is  now  in  his  Family.  Mr  Dana  having 
given  me  some  Hints  respecting  his  having  attended  him  as  private 
Secretary,  I  have  obtained  a  Resolve  authorizing  Mr  Dana  to  charge 
the  publick  with  his  necessary  Expences  on  this  Score.2 

We  have  not  yet  received  an  Answer  from  Governor  Rutledge  re- 
specting his  Appointment  to  the  Hague,  but  I  think  it  probable  that 
he  will  accept. 

Your  Opponents  in  this  Quarter  are  silenced  for  the  present,  find- 
ing I  presume,  that  You  stand  on  Terra  firma.  I  hope  Your  Negotia- 
tions at  the  Court  of  London  will  be  successful  8c  put  You  above  Com- 
petition; but  in  any  event  I  am  sure  You  will  manifest  both  Abilities  & 
Integrity,  &  do  as  much  as  can  be  done,  under  such  Circumstances, 
however  grateful  the  Smiles  of  your  Country  may  be.  You  will  be  far 
above  the  apprehension  of  her  unmerited  Frowns. 

Monsr  de  Marbois  has  withdrawn  his  Demand  of  Longchamps,  & 
thus  puts  an  End  to  that  very  disagreable  Contest — this  he  says  is  by 
Order  of  his  Court.3 

The  Cincinnati  are  not  unnoticed  nor  unsuspected.  We  have  been 
silent  from  a  principle  of  Affection  for  the  Officers  who  compose  it. 
An  oppertunity  has  been  given  them  to  retract  from  their  unconstitu- 
tional, 8c  dangerous  Institution:  they  would  have  done  themselves  im- 
mortal Honor  &  confirmed  the  Affections  of  their  Countrymen  by  im- 
proving the  Moment;  but  they  have  not  only  neglected  this,  but  have 
pursued  this  System  with  a  Refinement  of  policy.  They  must  therefore 
be  checked,  &  if  in  doing  this,  they  loose  Reputation,  they  may  with 
Justice  impute  the  Blame  to  none  but  themselves.  I  think  You  will  be- 
fore November  hear  that  the  Matter  has  been  agitated  in  Congress.4 

Our  Commerce  is  in  a  chaotic  State,  I  have  no  precise  Idea  of  it  my- 
self. The  Ballance  of  Trade  is  against  Us  at  present  &  drains  Us  of  our 
Money.  But  Importations  are  lessening,  because  our  fundless  Specula- 
tors cannot  get  Credit  in  Europe,  8c  because  the  Merchant  who  has 
Funds,  finds  no  great  profit  on  those  Articles  from  abroad  which  are 
not  Necessaries,  8c  are  classed  under  the  Head  of  Conveniences  & 
Luxuries.  Add  to  this,  our  Staples  are  daily  increasing,  as  well  those 
that  are  taken  from  the  sea,  8c  that  are  manufactured,  as  those  which 
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are  the  produce  of  the  Country.  The  Decrease  of  our  Imports,  &  In- 
crease of  our  Exports,  afford  agreable  prospects,  &  must  in  Time 
make  the  Scales  preponderate  in  our  Favour;  more  especially  when  by 
Treaties  of  Commerce,  We  shall  be  able  to  carry  our  Staples  to  the 
best  Markets,  &  purchase  what  We  Want  of  those  who  sell  cheapest; 
When  in  short  We  shall  be  able  to  make  the  European  Merchants  bid 
on  each  other  for  our  Exports,  &  undersell  each  other  to  have  the  Ad- 
vantage of  supplying  Us. 

The  Requisition  is  before  Congress:  but  We  can  do  nothing  with  it 
at  present.  I  have  not  Time  to  give  You  a  Detail  of  this  Business  &  with 
my  best  Respects  to  the  Ladies  of  your  Family  &  Colo  Smith  must  con- 
clude by  assuring  You  that  with  the  highest  Respects  I  remain  yours 

E  Gerry5 

RC  (MHi:  Adams  Papers). 

1  Adams'  drafts  of  these  two  letters,  delivered  by  John  Quincy  Adams,  are  in  Adams' 
letterbooks,  Adams  Family  microfilm,  reel  107,  fols.  366-70,  382-84.  The  former  is  also 
in  Austin,  Life  of  Gerry,  1:427-31. 

2  See  Gerry  to  Francis  Dana,  July  22,  note  1. 

3  See  David  Jackson  to  George  Bryan,  July  27,  note  2. 

4  Gerry  was  undoubtedly  the  chief  congressional  opponent  of  the  Society  of  the 
Cincinnati,  but  he  was  wrong  in  his  prediction  that  the  dangers  it  posed  to  America 
would  be  taken  up  in  Congress.  The  closest  the  issue  came  to  congressional  debate  con- 
cerned a  report  submitted  by  Secretary  Charles  Thomson  on  the  petition  of  a  French 
officer  seeking  compensation  for  his  wartime  service  in  which  his  expectation  of  being 
awarded  membership  in  the  society  was  noted  incidentally.  See  fCC,  29:700-701;  and 
Thomson  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  September  9,  and  to  John  Jay,  October  6,  1785.  See 
also  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin,  September  3,  note  2. 

5  This  day  Gerry's  colleague  Samuel  Holten  also  wrote  the  following  note  to  the  trea- 
surer of  Massachusetts,  Thomas  Ivers.  "Please  to  pay  unto  Capt.  Peter  Landais,  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  for  which  I  will  be  accountable,  as  a  delegate  in  Congress  from  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts."  Holten  Papers,  DLC. 


James  Monroe  to  William  Stephens  Smith 

Dear  Sir'  New  York  Augt.  3d  1 785. 

I  enclose  you  a  letter  to  my  brother2  which  you  will  be  so  kind  as 
commit  it  to  Colo.  Forrest.  Inform  him  I  have  reed,  his  by  the  last 
packet  &  thank  him  for  his  kind  attention  to  the  request  of  mine  by 
you.  I  shall  write  him  by  the  next. 

Your  arrival  with  Mr.  Adams's  at  the  same  time  was  fortunate  for  you 
both.  The  kind  reception  he  hath  met  with  at  that  court  is  particularly 
grateful  to  Congress.  It  is  earnestly  hop'd  on  their  part  that  every  jar- 
ring circumstance  between  us  will  be  amicably  adjusted.  His  letter  was 
previous  to  his  entering  on  business.  What  hath  been  the  event  of  his 
application  upon  the  points  of  his  instruction — how  are  they  dispos'd 
with  respect  to  the  posts  &ca  &ca.  You  write  by  some  private  safe  hand 
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for  otherwise  it  will  be  improper  to  trust  it  by  the  mail  except  in 
cypher  &  that  between  us  is  too-confin'd  for  a  liberal  correspondence. 
I  expect  your  friends  of  this  city  will  give  you  more  domestic  informa- 
tion than  I  possess.  Let  me  hear  from  you  believe  me  yr.  friend, 

Jas.  Monroe 

[P.S.]  Whether  Congress  will  adjourn  in  the  course  of  the  year  is  in- 
certain,  I  believe  not.  A  variety  of  very  interesting  objects  engage  their 
attention.  Among  these  are  the  commercial  affairs  of  the  union.  It 
may  be  necessary  to  observe  to  you  that  the  formation  of  a  commer- 
cial treaty  with  G.  Britain  was  not  in  the  expectation  of  Congress  (nor 
do  I  believe  it  is  at  present)  when  Mr.  Adams  was  sent  to  that  court. 
We  think  Congress  have  been  premature  in  their  treaties,  at  least  in 
the  principles  upon  which  they  are  form'd,  "that  of  the  right  of  most 
favord  nation,"  and  that  all  treaties  are  subservient  or  shod,  be  to  in- 
ternal regulation.  My  opinion  is  it  will  be  better  that  not  a  word  be  sd. 
to  the  ministers  of  this  court  upon  the  subject,  that  the  anxiety  shewn 
on  our  part  to  obtain  these  treaties  hath  injur'd  our  reputation  &  that 
all  we  have  obtain'd  have  put  shackles  on  us.  I  have  not  time  to  dilate 
upon  this  subject  or  would  with  pleasure.  Mr.  Philips  a  gentn.  well  rec- 
ommended to  me  will  deliver  you  this  otherwise  I  shod,  have  feard 
saying  so  much  on  the  subject. 

FC  (DLC:  Monroe  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  James  Monroe. 

1  Although  Monroe  did  not  indicate  the  recipient  of  the  letter  on  this  draft,  it  was  un- 
doubtedly written  to  William  Stephens  Smith,  who  had  recently  been  appointed  secre- 
tary to  John  Adams  in  London.  At  the  opening  of  his  second  paragraph,  Monroe  notes 
the  simultaneous  arrival  of  Smith  and  Adams  in  London,  an  observation  that  coincides 
with  the  following  passage  from  Smith's  June  15  letter  to  Pres.  Richard  Henry  Lee.  "I 
was  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  Mr.  Adams  here  on  the  day  after  I  got  to  this  City — 25th 
ulto. — &  ...  to  present  him  with  your  Excellency's  Dispatches  and  orders  of  Congress." 
See  PCC,  item  92,  fol.  9;  and  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-89,  3:8. 

2  Not  found,  but  the  letter  was  undoubtedly  written  to  Joseph  Jones  Monroe 
(1770-1824),  a  student  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  As  Joseph's  guardian,  James  had 
sent  his  brother  to  Scodand  in  1783  for  his  education.  See  Jefferson,  Papers  (Boyd), 
16:110-11;  and  Harry  Ammon,  James  Monroe:  The  Quest  for  National  Identity  (New  York: 
McGraw-Hill  Book  Co.,  1971),  p.  85. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  Aug  3.  1785 

Enclosed  is  a  duplicate  of  my  letter  of  the  28  July  which  accompa- 
nied an  Act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  passed  the  27, 
and  to  which  I  hope  to  be  honored  with  an  Answer  as  soon  as  conve- 
nient.1 I  embrace  the  present  Opportunity  of  forwarding  two  copies  of 
the  Continuation  of  the  journal  of  Congress  to  the  29th  July,  one  for 
the  legislative  and  the  other  for  the  executive  branch  of  Government. 
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With  Great  Respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency's  Most 
Obedient  &  Most  humble  Servt,  CT. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "His  Excellency  The  Governor  of  Georgia,  S. 
Carolina,  Virginia,  N  York,  Massachusetts." 
1  See  Thomson  to  the  States,  July  28. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  Aug  3.  1785 

Enclosed  is  a  duplicate  of  my  letter  of  the  28  July  which  accompanied 
an  Act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  passed  the  27,  and  to 
which  I  hope  to  be  honored  with  an  Answer  as  soon  as  convenient.  I 
embrace  the  present  Opportunity  of  forwarding  two  copies  of  the  Con- 
tinuation of  the  journal  of  Congress  to  the  29th  July,  one  for  the  legisla- 
tive and  the  other  for  the  executive  branch  of  Government.  On  this  Oc- 
casion I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  your  State  is  at  present 
unrepresented.  As  the  keeping  up  a  constant  representation  in  Con- 
gress is  of  great  importance  to  the  Union  and  the  want  of  it  is  attended 
with  many  inconveniences  I  take  the  liberty  of  recalling  your  attention 
to  this  subject  and  for  that  purpose  enclose  two  acts  of  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  one  passed  the  1st  Novr.  1783  &  the  other  the 
19  April  1784.1  By  these  your  Excellency  will  see  that  it  is  the  earnest  de- 
sire of  Congress  that  the  several  States  should  not  only  keep  up  a  repre- 
sentation, but  that  each  state  should  at  all  times  when  Congress  are  sit- 
ting be  represented  by  three  Members  at  least.  Though  the  journals 
which  I  have  transmitted  will  give  you  a  full  knowledge  of  the  state  of 
representation  in  Congress,  yet  that  you  may  have  a  more  comprehen- 
sive view  of  it,  I  enclose  an  Abstract  which  I  have  caused  to  be  made  of 
the  attendance  of  the  States  since  the  first  Monday  in  Novr.  last. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  excellency's  Most 
obedient  and  Most  humble  Servt.  C.T. 

ENCLOSURE 

Abstract  of  Attendance  of  the  States  in  Congress 
From  the  first  Monday  in  Novr  1784  to  29  July  1785  inclusive 
The  Attendance  noted    ....  169  times 
Newhampshire  represented  .  120  times 

Massachusetts 152  14  times,  not  seven  states 

Rhodeisland 136  28  only  7  or  8  repres[ent]ed 

Connecticut 106  49  9  states    do 

New  York 146  40        10  states    do 

New  Jersey 126  32         1 1     do 

Pensylvania 130  6         12    do 
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Delaware 30 

Maryland 115 

Virginia 162 

North  Carolina 96 

South  Carolina 142 

Georgia 662 

LB  and  enclosure  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "To  his  Excellency  the  Govr  of  N 
Carolina,  Delaware,  New  Jersey,  Connecticut.  The  same  (omitting  these  words  'On  this 
occasion  I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  your  state  is  unrepresented')  To  Newhampshire, 
Rhodeisland,  Maryland." 

1  SeeJCC,  25:790-91,  26:245-46.  See  also  Thomson  to  Certain  States,  August  9,  and 
to  the  States,  August  24  and  October  25,  1785. 

-  Thomson  wrote  at  the  foot  of  this  "Abstract":  "NB  sent  copy  of  the  acts  of  Nov.  1st 
1783  &  29  April  1784  &  of  the  Abstract]  to  Massach." 


Charles  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book 

[August  4-30,  1785] 
Augt.  4.  Transmitted  to  the  Executives  of  the  United  States  from  Geor- 
gia to  N  Hampshire  inclusive  Two  copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congress 
from  the  10th  of  June  to  the  29th  July  inclusive. 

Transmitted  to  the  President  of  Pennsylvania  Journals  of  Con- 
gress for  the  Year  1779 — and  from  the  3d  of  Novr.  1782  to  the  1st 
Monday  in  Novr.  1783 — the  Journal  of  the  Committee  of  the  States — 
and  the  Journals  from  that  period  to  the  29th  July  inclusive  with  one 
copy  from  the  10th  June  to  that  period. 

Transmitted  to  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina  a  duplicate  of  the 
28th  of  May,  1785 — with  the  Acts  and  Ordinances  inclosed.1 

8.  Delivered  to  the  office  for  foreign  Affairs — Mr  Jays  letter  of  the 
13thjuly.2 

9th.  Delivered  to  Mr  Foster  the  Journal  of  Congress  for  the  Year 
1783 — to  the  same  from  the  Year  1774 — a  compleat  sett — excepting 
1779,  80  &  81  to  the  29th  July  1785. 

To  Mr  Gerry  compleat  sett  to  29th  July  1 785 — the  Year  1 780 
excepted. 

10.  Forwarded  by  Post  letters  to  the  President  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Governor  of  Maryland — enclosing  Acts  of  the  23d  March  1784 — 1st 
Novr.  1783  &  19th  April  1784.3 

30th.  Delivered  to  Mr.  Pettit  Journals  of  Congress  for  75,  76  &  1778. 

MS  (DNA:  PCC,  item  181).  In  the  hand  of  Roger  Alden.  A  continuation  of  Thomson's 
Memorandum  Book,  July  1-26,  1785. 

1  See  Thomson  to  Richard  Caswell,  May  28. 
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2  Two  July  13th  John  Jay  letters  are  in  the  PCC — to  Thomas  Jefferson  (PCC,  item  121, 
fols.  90-91),  and  to  Robert  R.  Livingston  (PCC,  item  120,  1:368-69).  None  of  this  date 
to  the  president  of  Congress  has  been  found. 

3  See  Thomson  to  Certain  States,  August  9. 


Charles  Thomson  to  John  Dickinson 

Sir  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress.  August  4th.  1785. 

I  have  received  the  letter  You  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  1st. 

In  compliance  with  Your  desire,  I  now  send  You  the  Journals  of 
Congress  for  the  Years  1779,  and  from  the  3d  of  November  1782,  to 
the  1st  Monday  in  Novr.  1783.  The  Journal  of  the  Committee  of  the 
States,  which  fills  up  the  vacancy  from  the  adjournment  of  Congress 
June  the  3d,  1784,  to  its  meeting  in  Novr.  following.  And  the  Journal 
of  Congress  from  that  period,  up  to  the  29th  of  last  month  inclusive. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency's  &  The 
Honble.  Council's  Most  obedient  8c  Most  humble  Servt. 

Cha  Thomson 

RC  (PHarH:  RG  27).  Addressed:  "His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania." 


Charles  Thomson  to  Michael  Hillegas 

Sir  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress  August  5th.  1785 

I  have  it  in  charge  to  inform  you1  that  your  removal  to  the  City  of  New 
York  to  administer  the  duties  of  your  office  as  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  of  America  is  indispensable;  but  that  if  you  can  so  far  arrange  your 
private  affairs  as  to  remove  to  this  place  by  the  first  of  October  next,  Con- 
gress will  not  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  a  person  to  succeed  you. 
This  attention  to  your  private  convenience  is  so  strong  an  instance 
of  their  favour,  and  desire  of  continuing  you  in  office  that  I  am  confi- 
dent it  must  make  a  deep  impression,  and  if  possible  induce  your  re- 
moval. I  shall  expect  your  Answer  as  soon  as  your  determination  is 
fixed — and  am,  with  much  esteem  yours  &c.  CT 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Endorsed:  "Duplicate  transmitted  16th  August  with  this  ad- 
dition: The  above  is  a  duplicate  of  my  last,  finding  that  there  is  an  impatience  to  know 
the  result  of  your  determination,  I  must  request  l  lie  favour  of  an  answer  as  soon  as  Con- 
venient. C.T." 

1  This  August  5  congressional  directive  is  not  in  Thomson's  journals,  but  was  copied 
into  the  secretary's  letterbook  immediately  preceding  this  letter.  See  PCC,  item  18A, 
fol,  121 ;  and  JCC,  29:614-15.  For  the  repeated  efforts  of  Congress  and  the  treasury  com- 
missioners to  obtain  the  removal  of  Hillegas'  office  as  treasurer  from  Philadelphia  to 
New  York,  see  Ruins  King  to  Timothy  Pickering,  June  17,  note. 
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Charles  Thomson  to  John  Rodgers 

Sir  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  Aug.  5.  1 785 

The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  having  this  day  appointed 
You  one  of  their  Chaplains,1  I  embrace  the  earliest  Opportunity  of  giv- 
ing you  the  information,  and  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  Sir,  Your 
Most  obedt  &  Most  humble  Servt,  Cha  Thomson2 

RC  (NjHi:  Revolutionary  Era  Collection).  Addressed:  "The  Revd.  Doct.  Rogers." 

1  SeeJCC,  29:613.  Rodgers'  August  8  reply  accepting  this  appointment  is  in  PCC,  item 
78,  19:507-10. 

2  This  day  Thomson  also  wrote  to  Mark  McCall  acknowledging  receipt  of  his  August  1 
acceptance  of  appointment  as  one  of  the  Continental  surveyors,  for  which  see  Thomson 
to  the  Continental  Surveyors,  May  28,  note  3;  and  to  Thomas  Hutchins,  August  15,  1785. 


David  Ramsay  to  John  Eliot 

Dear  Sir,  i  August  6th  1 785 

Your  favor  of  the  21st  of  July  came  safe  to  hand  by  Doctor  Gordon. 
For  your  friendly  sympathy  in  my  late  bereavement  I  am  much  in- 
debted to  you.2  It  has  been  an  awful  admonition  to  Me  of  the  uncer- 
tainty of  human  happiness.  When  I  thought  myself  at  the  summit  of 
enjoyment  both  in  public  &  private  life  to  be  tumbled  down  into  the 
depth  of  distress  was  insted  a  trying  dispensation;  but  it  came  from 
that  hand  which  wisely  governs  the  Universe  &  directs  all  things  for 
the  best. 

I  sincerely  rejoice  with  you  in  your  domestic  happiness.  May  it  be 
lasting.  May  it  never  or  not  till  late  in  life  be  your  lot  to  drink  of  that 
bitter  cup  which  I  have  been  twice  obliged  to  drain  off  to  the  last 
dregs  before  I  had  completed  my  thirty  fifth  year.  Model  my  compli- 
ments in  the  most  agreeable  manner  to  Mrs.  Elliott  &  assure  her  that 
it  would  give  me  pleasure  to  see  the  amiable  partner  of  the  happiness 
of  my  friend. 

I  feel  with  you  the  declension  of  our  public  virtue.  Liberty  which 
ought  to  produce  every  generous  principle  has  not  in  our  republics 
been  attended  with  its  usual  concomitants.  Pride,  Luxury,  dissipation 
8c  a  long  train  of  unsuitable  vices  have  overwhelmed  our  [coun]try. 
The  noble  spirit  seems  to  break  forth  as  usual  in  the  north.  The  Press, 
the  pulpit  &  all  the  powers  of  Eloquence  should  be  exerted  to  coun- 
teract that  ruinous  propensity  we  have  for  foreign  superfluities  &  to 
excite  us  to  the  long  neglected  virtues  of  Industry  8c  frugality. 

I  see  by  the  papers  that  you  celebrate  Independence  with  an  an- 
niversary oration.  That  is  a  practice  I  much  applaud.  To  the  many 
obligations  you  have  already  laid  me  under  you  would  add  a  very  con- 
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siderable  one  by  sending  me  a  copy  of  the  performances  on  that  occa- 
sion. On  the  tenth  instant  I  sail  for  Charleston  in  South-Carolina 
there  to  reside  the  months  of  September  &  October.  I  propose  to  be 
in  New-York  next  November  &  to  spend  the  winter  here.3  There  or 
here  I  shoud  be  happy  in  your  correspondence  8c  rejoi[ce  at]  every 
opportunity  of  evincing  that  I  [am],  with  great  respect  8c  es[teem], 
Your  very  humble  servt  &  sincere  friend,  David  Ramsay. 

RC  (MHi:  Andrew-Eliot  Papers).  Addressed:  "Revdjohn  Elliot  in  Boston." 

1  Eliot  was  previously  identified  in  these  Letters,  18:647n.l. 

2  Ramsay's  second  wife,  Frances  Witherspoon,  daughter  of  former  New  Jersey  dele- 
gatejohn  Witherspoon,  had  died  in  December  1784.  Ramsay,  Writings  (Brunhouse),  p. 
23. 

s  Ramsay  resumed  his  seat  in  Congress  on  November  22,  1 785.  JCC,  29:875. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Nathaniel  Gorham 

Dear  Sir,  New  York,  8th  Aug,  1 785. 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  attention  of  the  28th  ultimo. 

As  to  coining  of  copper,1  several  persons  have  been  making  propos- 
als, but  Congress  have  not  yet  determined  any  thing  farther  upon  the 
subject,  than  what  I  perceive  you  are  acquainted  with;  Whether  they 
will  contract  to  have  it  done,  or  cause  it  to  be  made  themselves,  is  un- 
certain, 8c  to  give  an  opinion  upon  a  matter  that  is  to  be  determined, 
by  such  a  body  as  Congress,  you  must  be  sensible  is  a  little  uncertain: 
however,  proposals  given  in,  I  conclude,  will  be  taken  up  &  attended 
to,  when  that  part  of  the  business  comes  under  consideration;  but  I 
rather  incline  to  think,  by  what  I  have  heard  said,  by  the  members, 
that  Congress  will  cause  it  to  be  made  themselves:2  notwithstanding, 
you  may  be  assured  of  my  attention  to  the  same,  if  it  should  come 
under  consideration  while  I  tarry,  as  it  would  give  me  sensible  plea- 
sure to  render  you,  or  your  friend,  services. 

I  consider  my  self  under  renewed  obligations  for  your  intelligence 
8c  kind  expressions  respecting  my  not  being  re-elected,3  &  I  have  not 
the  least  doubt,  after  what  I  have  heard,  but  the  court  proceeded  in 
the  choice  upon  the  idea  you  mention;  and  I  am  as  well  informed, 
that  pains  were  taken  to  make  the  members  believe  it  was  so,  when  it 
was  well  known,  to  persons  concerned,  that  I  was  not  only  eligible  to 
March  next,  but  for  one  whole  year  from  the  1st  Monday  in  Novem- 
ber next;  however,  I  will  observe  to  you  (as  a  friend)  that  had  the  true 
reason  been  known  why  some  persons  wanted  me  out  of  Congress 
next  year,  it  would  have  been  most  likely  to  have  secured  my  election, 
and  I  submit  it  to  you,  whether  it  was  not  additionally  unjust  8c  unkind 
to  hint  that  Dr.  Holten  had  once  agreed  to  remove  from  Trenton  to 
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Phila.  &  with  an  expectation  of  being  appointed  President;  but  I  will 
only  say  that  it  had  not  the  least  foundation  in  truth  altho'  it  has  an- 
swer'd  the  purposes  intended;  8c  having  had  some  intelligence  of  what 
was  doing  against  me,  before  the  elections  came  on  was  the  reason  of 
my  hinting  it  to  you  in  a  former  letter. 

I  have  now  determined  to  give  my  constant  attendance  in  Congress 
as  usual,  untill  the  time  for  which  I  am  elected  expires,  that  the  same 
persons  may  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  say,  I  left  Congress  on  ac- 
count of  my  not  being  reelected. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  The  following  extract  from  Gorham's  letter,  which  is  in  the  Edmund  C.  Burnett  Col- 
lection, DLC,  contains  the  passage  to  which  Holten  is  responding.  "If  you  remember 
when  we  were  at  Congress  togeather  a  Mr.  Bridges  [Edward  Bridgen]  of  London  a  wor- 
thy man  and  good  Friend  to  America  made  an  offer  to  Congress  to  supply  them  with 
suitable  quantity  of  copper  coin."  For  the  receipt  of  this  offer,  see  these  Letters,  20:18n. 

-  For  Congress'  response  to  the  report  on  coinage  that  was  read  in  Congress  on  May 
13,  see  William  Grayson  to  George  Washington,  July  25,  note  5. 

3  That  is,  as  a  delegate  to  Congress  when  the  Massachusetts  General  court  elected  a 
new  slate  of  delegates  June  16,  1785.  Gorham  was  at  this  time  speaker  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts House  of  Representatives. 


David  Ramsay  to  Thomas  Jefferson 

Sir,  New-York  August  8th  1 785 

In  conformity  to  my  promise  I  continue  to  send  you  my  history  as  it 
comes  out.1  The  notes  of  the  first  volume  though  necessary  to 
strangers  are  well  known  to  Americans  who  have  been  in  public  Sta- 
tions. I  flatter  myself  the  second  volume  which  you  will  next  receive 
will  be  more  worthy  your  attention  than  the  first.  It  contains  the  bril- 
liant campaigns  of  1780  &  1781  which  were  superior  in  materials  for 
history  to  any  that  preceded  them. 

Mr  De  Marbois  has  flattered  me  with  an  assurance  that  the  work 
would  be  acceptable  in  France  8c  that  a  translation  of  it  would  be  de- 
sired. He  transmits  copies  of  it  with  a  view  to  this  to  the  Chevalier  de 
Chatellux.  Should  an  European  edidon  and  a  translation  be  thought 
advisable  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  suggesting  a  few  alterations  8c  hints. 
I  leave  this  matter  wholly  to  yourself  8c  Mr  Marbois  correspondent  to 
determine.  Perhaps  you  will  not  be  so  well  able  to  decide  on  it  till  you 
see  the  whole  text  which  I  hope  you  will  by  the  next  packet.  If  there  is 
any  merit  in  the  work  it  is  in  the  chapters  that  are  now  striking  off. 
Whatsoever  you  shall  do  in  the  matter  shall  meet  my  approbation.  If  a 
translation  is  thought  proper  you  shall  not  in  any  event  lose  by  it:  if  it  is 
not  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  furnishing  you  with  the  reading  of  the 
first  copy  of  my  work  that  crossed  the  Atlantic.  I  shall  be  absent  from 
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Congress  till  the  latter  end  of  October.  I  have  obtained  the  favor  of  Col 
Monroe  to  transmit  to  you  the  succeeding  chapters  by  the  next  packets. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  exalted  sentiments  of  respect 
8c  esteem  your  most  obedient  &  very  humble  Servt., 

David  Ramsay 

RC  (DLC:  Jefferson  Papers). 

1  See  Ramsay  to  Jefferson,  June  15,  1785. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  Augt.  9th.  1785. 

In  my  letter  of  the  3d  which  went  by  the  Neptune,  Capt  Guest,  I  for- 
warded two  copies  of  the  continuation  of  the  Journal  of  Congress  up 
to  the  29th  July. 

The  design  of  the  present  is  to  recal  your  attention  to  an  Act  of  the 
23d  of  March  1784,  which  You  will  find  enclosed,  together  with  two 
other  Acts  on  the  subject  of  keeping  up  a  representation  in  Congress.1 
By  these  Acts  Your  Excellency  will  perceive  it  is  the  earnest  desire  of 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  that  the  several  States, 
should  not  only  keep  up  a  constant  representation  by  three  members 
at  least,  but  that  there  should  be  a  uniformity  throughout  the  Union, 
in  the  commencement  of  the  Year  for  which  the  Delegates  are  ap- 
pointed. Both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  confederation,  point  out  the 
first  Monday  in  Novr.  as  the  commencement  of  the  fcederal  year.  Nine 
of  the  States  in  the  Union  view  it  in  the  same  point  of  light,  and  have 
made  their  appointments  conformable  thereto.  I  trust  therefore  that 
Your  excellency  will  recommend  this  matter  to  the  consideration  of 
your  legislature,  And  that  they  will  adopt  measures  to  comply  with  the 
wishes  of  Congress  in  this  respect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient  and  Most 
humble  Servt.  C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "His  Excellency  The  Governor  of  South  Car- 
olina, Georgia,  Pensylvania,  Maryland."  Endorsed:  "A  Copy  of  the  letter  to  South  Car- 
olina omitting  the  first  paragraph." 

1  For  these  three  "Acts"  (November  1,  1783,  March  23  and  April  19,  1784),  sec  jfCC, 
25:790-91,  26:156-57,  245-46. 


South  Carolina  Delegates  to  William  Moultrie 

Sir,  New  York  Aug'st  10th,  1 785. 

We  did  ourselves  the  honor  of  writing  to  your  Excellency  the  2  111) 


554  August  10,  1785 

day  of  June  last;1  since  which  we  are  honored  with  your  favors  of  the 
24th  8c  30th  June  &  1st  July  last. 

His  Excelly.  Governor  Livingston,  declining  the  appointment  to  the 
Hague,  the  Hon'ble.  Mr.  J.  Rutledge  has  been  unanimously  elected  in 
his  room — we  flatter  ourselves  that  he  will  accept,  as  it  is  an  office  in 
which  his  abilities  may  be  exerted  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  Union 
and  the  particular  interest  of  our  State. 

The  Treasury  department  is  filled  by  the  election  of  Mr.  A.  Lee.3 

We  feel  much  satisfaction  in  communicating  to  your  Excellency,  that 
the  cloud  which  threatned  a  degree  of  coolness  between  the  court  of 
France  and  these  United  States  is  happily  dispelled,  by  that  courts  re- 
linquishing their  demand  [for  the]  delivery  of  [Longchamps].  This 
event  gives  very  general  joy  to  all  the  true  friends  of  the  Union.4 

A  general  adjustment  &  final  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  individ- 
ual States  against  the  Union  is  a  matter  which  Congress  have  much  at 
heart,  to  effect  this  purpose  there  is  now  before  Congress  a  proposi- 
tion to  the  following  effect — That  the  commissioners  of  the  United 
States  for  settling  the  accts.  of  individual  States,  shall  settle  all  accts. 
that  shall  be  exhibited  to  him  before  the  31st  Deer.  1786  8c  transmit 
the  same  to  the  Board  of  Treasury  who  shall  order  the  same  to  be 
passed  to  the  credit  of  the  State  8c  the  balance  shall  draw  an  interest 
of  6  per  Ct.  which  interest  shall  either  be  a  deduction  from  or  an  addi- 
tion to  the  States  quota  as  the  balance  shall  appear  for  or  against  the 
State  8c  shall  be  included  in  the  next  &  each  ensuing  requisition. 

And  that  the  commissioners  shall  continue  to  transmit  to  the  board 
of  Treasury  annually  the  accts.  of  the  States  made  up  to  the  31st  [of 
December  in  every  succeeding  year]  which  shall  [in  like]  manner  be 
passed  to  their  credit,  until  the  whole  are  closed  8c  settled.  This 
proposition  takes  into  its  purview  all  supplies  of  what  ever  kind — all 
monies  paid  by  States  and  each  States  quota  of  200,000,000  dol's  emit- 
ted during  the  war,  which  quota  (subject  to  future  revission)  is  ascer- 
tained by  resolution  of  the  18th  March  1780.5  We  think  it  our  duty 
thus  early  to  give  this  information  to  your  Excell'y,  that  if  the  proposi- 
tion should  be  carried  into  a  resolution  the  gentleman  who  has  the 
settling  of  our  accounts  may  be  urged  to  close  them  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible and  that  the  legislature  may  at  their  next  meeting  adopt  such 
measures  as  to  them  shall  seem  proper  for  calling  in  15,600,000  dol- 
lars, our  quota  of  the  200,000,000  dol's  emitted  during  the  war — but 
whether  this  proposition  takes  place  or  not  a  speedy  settlement  of  the 
public  accts.  is  a  matter  much  to  be  wished,  as  on  a  view  of  the  Trea- 
sury books  of  the  Union  our  State  stands  debtor  upwards  of  Twenty 
five  Millions  of  dollars.  [This  includes  our  quota  of  the  one]  Million 
two  hundred  thousand  [dollars  required  by  the]  resolution  of  the  4th 
Septr.  1782  for  the  express  purpose  of  paying  interest  to  domestic 
creditors,  And  our  quota  of  8  Million  dollars  required  by  resolution  of 
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the  30th  Octr.  1781,  which  we  imagine  will  be  balanced  by  the  pay- 
ments we  made  in  supplies  &  monies  in  1782  8c  1783.  While  on  the 
adjustment  of  public  accts.  we  beg  leave  again  to  mention,  with  re- 
spect to  those  assumptions  which  the  State  has  made  to  individuals  for 
demands  against  the  Union,  that  where  it  can  possibly  be  done  our 
Commissioner  should  be  directed  (if  he  has  not  followed  that 
method)  to  take  the  certificates  as  the  representative  of  the  individual 
&  not  generally  to  the  State — our  reason  for  this  is  that  in  the  first  in- 
stance we  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  an  annual  interest  which  will  go 
in  alleviation  of  our  quota,  but  if  we  take  it  as  a  general  certificate  to 
the  State  it  will  not  give  this  relief  but  be  passed  to  our  credit  at  a  final 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  Confederacy. 

As  we  have  mentioned  [  ]  our  quota  of  the  1,200,000  for 

the  payment  of  domestic  interest,  we  beg  leave  to  observe  that  the  ap- 
propriation of  this  sum  was  totally  left  to  the  respective  States  &  is  not 
held  as  a  transaction  of  the  federal  treasury,  but  on  the  contrary  Con- 
gress have  supposed  that  each  State  has  complied  by  paying  their  citi- 
zens the  interest  due  them  by  the  Union,  as  will  appear  by  resolution 
of  27th  April  1784  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer — therefore  the  sup- 
position of  the  Committee  of  ways  8c  means  in  our  last  session  of  as- 
sembly, that  this  sum  might  be  deducted  out  of  our  supplies  furnished 
in  1782  is  a  mistake  &  this  sum  is  yet  to  be  provided  8c  appropriated  to 
the  discharge  of  the  interest  due  on  loan  office  8c  other  certificate 
which  was  due  antecedent  to  lstjany.  1782. 

There  are  other  resolutions  of  Congress  which  our  legislature  have 
not  acted  upon,  those  which  at  present  occur  and  which  in  our  opin- 
ion are  of  much  consequence  [are  the  resolution  of]  April  [18,  1783, 
calling  upon  our]  State  [for]  96,183  dols  as  a  supplementary  fund  in 
aid  of  the  impost  and  recommending  an  alteration  of  the  eighth  arti- 
cle of  the  confederation,  and  resolution  of  30th  April  1784  recom- 
mending to  the  States  to  grant  a  power  of  regulating  trade  for  15  Years. 

There  is  one  other  matter  we  beg  leave  to  trouble  your  Excell'y 
upon,  which  is  respecting  the  returns  to  the  War  office,  we  find  that 
there  has  been  no  returns  made  from  our  State  for  the  years  1777, 
1780  8c  1781,  the  two  last  years  our  line  being  prisoners  may  make  it 
difficult  to  ascertain  their  numbers,  but  if  it  could  possibly  be  done 
altho  not  perfect  it  would  have  a  good  effect. 

The  Delegates  of  Massachusetts  have  requested  us  to  forward  to 
your  Excell'y  the  inclosed  Act  of  their  State  8c  have  desired  us  to  in- 
form you  that  the  intention  of  their  Legislature  is  to  counteract  the 
machinations  of  the  British  nation,  but  that  they  are  fully  convinced 
their  efforts  unsupported  by  those  of  their  Sister  States  [will  not  only 
fail  to  accomplish  this  aim]  but  will  fail  to  effect  those  [other  impor- 
tant pur]  poses  which  they  aim  at,  they  therefore  hope  the  assistance 
of  the  States  in  perfecting  this  laudable  design,  by  passing  such  acts  as 
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they  judge  proper  to  effect  these  good  purposes,  until  Congress  shall 
be  empowered  to  make  general  regulations  respecting  trade.6 

The  Hon'ble  J.  Adams  has  had  his  Audience  at  St.  James's  &  was 
most  graciously  received. 

Don  Gardoqui  had  his  audience  of  reception  the  2d  July  as  Encar- 
gado  de  Negotios  of  his  Catholic  Majesty.  The  Hon'ble.  Mr.  Jay  Secretary 
in  the  department  for  foreign  affairs  is  appointed  by  Congress  to  ne- 
gotiate with  him. 

The  intelligence  we  have  received  from  our  Commissioners  for  ne- 
gotiating treaties  of  commerce  in  Europe  is  that  they  are  on  the  eve  of 
concluding  treaties  with  the  courts  of  Berlin  &  Tuscany,  And  we  have 
no  doubt  but  that  treaties  are  in  great  [state  of  forwardness  with]  the 
regencies  of  Tunis,  Tripoli  &  Algiers. 

The  Secretary  of  Congress  will  transmit  to  your  ExceU'y  the  journals 
of  Congress. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  Your  Excellencys 
Most  Obedient  and  very  humble  Servts. 

Jacob  Read  Charles  Pinckney 

John  Bull  John  Kean 

David  Ramsay 

Tr  (DLC:  Edmund  C.  Burnett  Papers).  "Copied  from  the  original,  then  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Mr.  Stan.  V.  Henkels  of  Philadelphia."  Bracketed  materia)  conjectured  by  Bur- 
nett. 

1  Not  found. 

2  For  John  Rutledge's  refusal  of  the  post  and  the  complex  maneuvering  that  sur- 
rounded the  appointment,  see  James  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  April  12,  note  6. 

s  See  Monroe  to  James  Madison,  December  18,  1784,  note  5. 

4  For  the  resolution  at  this  time  of  the  Longchamps  affair,  see  William  Henry  to 
George  Bryan,  February  26,  note  2. 

5  See  William  Samuel  Johnson  to  Matthew  Griswold,  July  9,  note  2;  and  Joseph  Gard- 
ner to  John  Dickinson,  October  1. 

6  See  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin,  August  23,  note  5. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir,  N.Y.  Augt.  1 1 .  1 785 

Your  favor  of  July  the  7th1  was  long  coming  to  hand  as  I  find  my  let- 
ter of  the  20th  May2  was  in  getting  to  you.  This  joined  to  the  uncer- 
tainty of  letters  ever  arriving  safe  is  a  very  discouraging  circumstance 
to  full  8c  free  correspondence.  I  have  the  honor  of  according  most 
perfectly  and  entirely  with  your  ideas  for  regulating  our  severance 
from  Kentucky.  It  is  unquestionably  just  that  this  district  should  as- 
sume her  fair  8c  full  proportion  of  the  debt  created  by  the  War  be- 
cause the  benefit  being  Common  so  should  be  the  expence  procuring 
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it  and  that  this  country  shall  be  a  fundamental  article  in  the  Act  of 
parting;  as  well  as  that  they  shall  be  a  component  part  of  the  Federal 
Union.  The  Contract  should  be  Tripartite;  the  parties,  our  State,  Con- 
gress, 8c  Kentucky.3  Mr.  Jay  is  commissioned  to  treat  with  Mr.  Gar- 
doque,  but  as  yet  nothing  has  been  done.  The  exclusive  navn.  of 
Miss'ipi  will  be  earnestly  contended  for  by  Spain,  who  to  quiet  us  on 
that  head  will  probably  grant  large  commercial  benefits.  But  if  we  re- 
main firm,  I  incline  to  think  that  the  Navign.  will  be  consented  to.  As 
yet  we  only  know  Officially  that  Mr.  Adams  has  arrived  in  London,  re- 
ceived his  Audience  8c  delivered  his  Credentials.  The  next  packet  will 
probably  inform  us  of  his  feeling  the  B[ritish]  pulse  8c  how  it  beats  at 
the  subjects  that  he  is  to  try  them  upon.  I  think  with  you  that  there  is 
not  great  room  for  hope  of  Commercial  advantages  from  a  Nation 
whose  Appetite  for  Commerce  has  ever  been  ravenous,  and  its  wishes 
always  for  Monopoly — And  the  more  especially  as  we  have  no  com- 
pensation to  make.  I  believe  that  we  may  dispose  them  to  be  reason- 
able, by  a  very  careful,  and  considerate  restraining  of  their  Trade,  in 
all  cases  where  we  shall  not  injure  ourselves  more  than  them  by  the  re- 
straint. But  it  seems  to  me  clearly  beyond  doubt,  that  the  giving  Con- 
gress a  power  to  Legislate  over  the  Trade  of  the  Union  would  be  dan- 
gerous in  the  extreme  to  the  5  Southern  or  Staple  States,  whose  want 
of  ships  &  Seamen  would  expose  their  freightage  &  their  produce  to  a 
most  pernicious  and  destructive  Monopoly.  With  such  a  power  8  states 
in  the  Union  would  be  stimulated  by  extensive  interest  to  shut  close 
the  door  of  Monopoly,  that  by  the  exclusion  of  all  Rivals  whether  for 
the  purchasing  our  produce  or  freighting  it,  both  these  might  be  at 
the  Mercy  of  our  East  &:  North.  The  Spirit  of  Commerce  thro'out  the 
world  is  a  Spirit  of  Avarice  and  could  not  fail  to  act  as  above  stated. 
What  little  diffculty  there  would  be  in  drawing  over  one  of  the  5  to 
join  the  8  interested  States  must  be  very  discernable  to  those  who 
have  marked  the  the  progress  of  intrigues  in  Congress.  In  truth  it  de- 
mands most  careful  circumspection  that  the  Remedy  be  not  worse 
than  the  disease,  bad  as  the  last  may  be.  I  could  say  much  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  it  is  not  necessary,  for  I  am  sure  that  your  good  sense  reflect- 
ing calmly  on  the  subject  will  sufficiently  discern  the  danger  of  such 
an  experiment.  Nor  do  I  believe  it  necessary,  being  perfectly  satisfied 
that  a  well  digested  system  of  restraint  being  properly  laid  before  the 
States  by  Congress  would  be  universa[l]ly  adopted  by  the  different  As- 
semblies. I  think  so,  because  it  will  be  most  evidently  the  interest  of  all 
to  do  so.  It  is  true  that  the  price  of  our  Staple  has  been  for  some  time- 
greater  at  Phila.  8c  here  than  in  Virga.  But  it  is  as  true  the  European 
price  did  not  warrant  the  price  at  these  two  places  as  the  great  losses 
&  bankruptcies  of  the  Adventurers  plainly  prove.  Indeed  this  excess  of 
price  at  P.  8c  N.  Y.  was  occasioned  by  sinking  Speculators,  who  to  swim 
a  while  longer,  would  go  any  lengths  to  keep  up  appearances  by  mak- 
ing some  remittance  to  their  Creditors  aboard.  But  this  business  is 
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now  chiefly  over  &  here  at  present  there  is  neither  money  nor  inclina- 
tion to  purchase  Tobo.  The  crowd  of  Bankrupts  at  P.  has,  I  believe, 
nearly  produced  the  same  effect. 

FC  (ViU:  Lee  Family  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Richard  Henry  Lee. 

1  See  Madison,  Papers  (Hutchinson),  8:314-15. 

2  Actually,  30th  May. 

3  See  William  Grayson  to  Madison,  August  21,  note  5. 


Charles  Pettit  to  John  Dickinson 

Sir  New  York  1 2th  August  1 785 

Messrs.  Turnbull,  Marmie  8c  Co  having,  by  Memorial,  stated  to  Con- 
gress their  Claim  to  the  Land  on  which  the  Fortifications  at  Pittsburg 
were  erected,  and  prayed  that  the  Possession  thereof  may  be  delivered 
to  them,1  the  Delegates  from  Pennsylvania  took  an  early  Occasion  to 
mention  the  Desire  of  Council,  communicated  to  them  by  your  Excel- 
lency, that  the  Possession  should  be  delivered  to  certain  Commission- 
ers of  the  State  whenever  Congress  should  think  proper  to  remove  the 
Garrison  &  Continental  Stores  from  thence.  Such  Removal  will  proba- 
bly take  Place  shortly,  tho'  no  formal  Resolution  for  that  Purpose  has 
yet  been  passed;  and  as  it  is  understood  that  Possession  of  that  Post 
was  taken  on  Behalf  of  the  United  States  without  any  Treaty  or  Con- 
tract, it  seems  to  be  the  Intention  of  Congress  to  relinquish  it  in  the 
same  Manner,  in  order  to  avoid  meddling  with  the  Claims  of  the  State 
or  of  Individuals  as  to  the  Right  of  Possession;  more  especially  as  some 
have  supposed  that  as  it  was  formerly  the  Seat  of  a  british  Garrison,  it 
became  the  Property  of  the  U.S.  by  Conquest.  To  avoid  Embarrass- 
ment on  any  of  these  Accounts  it  will  probably  be  abandonned,  rather 
than  delivered  up  as  a  Possession  to  any  Claimant.  I  have  therefore  ad- 
vised Messrs.  Turnbull,  Marmie  8c  Co.  to  make  their  Application  to 
Your  Excellency  &  the  Council  on  the  Subject,  presuming  that  the 
State  Commissioners  will  be  directed  to  take  the  Possession,2  on  its 
being  relinquished  by  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  Your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  8c  most  humble  Servant,  Cha.  Pettit 

RC  (Privately  owned  original,  1974).  Burnett,  Letters,  8:182. 

1  See  David  Jackson  to  George  Bryan, July  1,  note. 

2  For  the  Pennsylvania  Council's  response  to  this  advice,  which  led  them  to  direct 
John  Ormsby,  Michael  Huffnagle,  Robert  Galbraith,  and  Thomas  Galbraith  to  take  pos- 
session of  Fort  Pitt  for  the  state  "upon  its  being  relinquished,"  see  Pa.  Council  Minutes, 
14:517. 
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James  Monroe  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir  N.  York  August  14th.  1785. 

Yours  of  the  28th  of  July  I  receiv'd  by  the  last  post.  The  rout  from 
hence  to  Boston  may  be  effected  by  stage  in  5  days;  to  lake  George  in 
the  same  time,  thence  to  St.  Johns  in  three  perhaps  less,  to  Montreal 
one,  8c  thence  to  Quebec  in  two,  but  in  the  latter  instance  it  must  be 
posted.  In  either  rout  you  will  have  no  difficulty  for  the  boats  and 
stages  are  under  good  regulation.  I  have  been  in  doubt  for  some  time 
which  to  prefer,  the  trip  to  Boston  or  the  Indian  treaty  (having  grati- 
fied my  curiosity  as  to  Canada)  8c  have  at  length  given  way  to  the  cir- 
cumstances which  urge  in  favor  of  the  latter,  viz.  the  security  &  facility 
of  travelling  with  the  Comrs.,  an  opportunity  wh.  may  not  offer  again 
whereas  a  trip  to  Boston  will  be  always  equally  practicable.  It  wod.  give 
me  pleasure  to  meet  you  in  Phila.  but  as  you  delay  yr.  mov'ment  untill 
you  hear  from  me,  cannot  expect  it,  since  I  sit  out  hence  on  the  first 
of  Sepr.  to  join  Genl.  Butler  in  Carlisle.  I  shall  return  from  the  treaty 
thro'  the  Wilderness  8c  see  you  at  Richmond  as  you  will  be  on  the  As- 
sembly. By  the  first  of  Sepr.  we  expect  the  most  important  business  will 
have  been  decided  on  ultimately,  or  postpon'd  for  the  winter.  The 
requisition  will  have  pass'd,  unless  new  difficulties  arise.  This  subject 
hath  been  sifted  thoroughly  with  the  advances  of  the  several  States 
during  the  contest  8c  their  claims  upon  each  other  under  them  re- 
spectively. We  cannot  but  lament  that  the  state  of  our  accts.  agnst  the 
union  is  in  such  a  situation  as  to  leave  us  totally  in  the  dark  with  re- 
spect to  it.  We  have  no  documents  &  have  therefore  only  conjecture 
to  build  our  most  important  measures  on.  Several  men  have  been  in 
pay  for  years  in  Richmond  and  yet  have  reason  to  believe  they  have 
done  little.  Surely  the  state  will  pursue  the  most  efficatious  measures 
upon  this  head  8c  no  longer  suffer  her  interests  in  that  line  to  be  ne- 
glected. Those  states  whose  accts.  are  unsettled  are  not  only  subjected 
to  great  disadvantages  in  the  requisition  but  are  criminated  as  avoid- 
ing it  designedly  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the  payment  of  what  they 
owe  to  the  other  States,  having  fail'd  as  they  presume  to  advance  their 
federal  quota.  The  contrary  of  this  will,  we  suppose,  appear  upon  a 
settlement,  why  then,  say  they,  delay  it?  Does  it  arise  from  our  refusing 
any  thing  you  ask  to  effect  it,  or  the  negligence  of  your  government? 
The  report  upon  the  9th  of  the  articles  of  confideration  will  not  I  be- 
lieve be  finally  determin'd  untill  the  winter.2  It  will  however  probably 
be  taken  up  merely  for  the  Sake  of  investigation  &  to  be  committed  to 
the  journals  for  publick  inspection.  You  have  I  understand  a  copy  of  & 
I  wish  much  yr.  sentiments  on  it.  A  navigation  act  by  recommendation 
hath  been  propos'd  in  conversation  8c  Debate  but  not  submitted  to 
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the  inspection  8c  consideration  of  Congress.  This  is  the  other  plan  & 
shod,  not  be  adopted  but  in  the  ultimate  decision,  that  it  is  improper 
the  power  shod,  rest  in  Congress:  if  this  shod,  be  the  decision  it  might 
be  well  to  collect  better  information  from  the  merchants  of  each  state 
than  congress  now  possess  on  the  subject,  indeed  with  or  without  the 
power,  this  information  shod,  be  obtain 'd  or  we  may  err  in  the  act.  If 
this  report  shod,  be  adopted  it  gives  a  tie  to  the  confideracy  wh.  it 
hath  not  at  present  nor  can  have  without  it.  It  gives  the  states  some- 
thing to  act  on,  the  means  by  which  they  may  bring  abt.  certain 
ends — without  it  god  knows  what  object  they  have  before  them,  or 
how  each  State  will  move,  so  as  to  move  securely,  with  respect  to 
federal  or  State  objects.  A  report  revising  the  {instructions  to  our 
ministers  forming  comm[er]cial  trea[t]ies}3  changing  the  principle  & 
substituting  to  that  of  the  (right  of]  the  {most  favord  nation}  a  simple 
bargain  with  each  founded  in  the  nature  {of  our  intercourse  with 
each)  respectively,  hath  been  twice  before  Congress  8c  postpon'd.4  It 
investigates  fully  the  impolicy  of  those  form'd  on  that  principle,  since 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  they  obtain  nothing  from  the  powers 
not  having  {posesions}  [in]  the  {west  indies)  wh.  we  may  not  obtain 
without  them  8c  embarrass  us  in  any  restrictions  we  may  lay  on  the 
{trad[e]|,  of  those  who  have,  it  being  the  only  means  by  which  we  are 
to  remove  the  restraints  which  now  exist.  This  alteration  seems  to  ob- 
tain the  assent  of  Congress  8c  will  most  probably  be  acceded  to  if  there 
will  be  a  sufficient  number  of  States  in  the  ensuing  week.  A  {consulate 
convention}  with  {France}  enter'd  into  under  instructions  of  long 
standing,  (but  from  wh.  the  secry  off.  affr.  thinks  there  are  substantial 
deviations)  by  {Dr.  F[ranklin]  for  ratification}  universally  disapprov'd 
will  most  probably  be  postpon'd  for  the  present.5  I  shall  write  you 
again  before  I  sit  out  if  any  thing  arises  worthy  communication.  I  am 
Dear  Sir,  yr.  friend  &  servant,  Jas.  Monroe 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  See  Madison,  Papers  (Hutchinson),  8:331-32. 

2  See  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  April  12,  note  4. 

3  Words  printed  in  braces  in  this  text  were  written  by  Monroe  in  cipher. 

4  See  ibid.,  note  5. 

5  For  John  Jay's  July  4  report  on  the  extent  to  which  Benjamin  Franklin  had  deviated 
from  his  instructions  in  negotiating  a  consular  convention  with  France,  see  Monroe  to 
Thomas  Jefferson,  August  15,  note  4.  See  also  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Franklin,  Decem- 
ber 14,  1784,  note  1;  and  Charles  Thomson  to  Jay,  October  6,  1785. 


New  Hampshire  Delegates  to  John  Langdon 

Sir,  New  YorkAugt  14th.  1785 

We  are  hond.  with  your  Excellys.  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  by  which 
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we  are  directed  to  nominate  Capt.  Ebenr.  Sullivan  a  surveyor  of  lands 
in  the  Western  territory  (for  our  state).  It  will  be  out  of  our  power  to 
acquaint  you  of  his  appointment  this  post,  as  Congress  will  not  be  to- 
gether till  after  the  Post  goes  out.  No  doubt  our  next  will  advise  you  of 
his  being  elected.1  We  are,  Your  Excellys.  Most  Obedt.  Servants, 

Abiel  Foster 

Pierse  Long 

RC  (Nh-Ar:  State  Papers,  Revolutionary  Correspondence).  Written  by  Long  and  signed 
by  Long  and  Foster. 

1  See  New  Hampshire  Delegates  to  Langdon,  July  24,  note,  and  August  17,  1785. 


Samuel  Holten  to  George  Wiatt 

Honored  8c  dear  Sir,  Brooklyn,  on  Long  island,  15th  Aug  1785. 

Often  it  has  been  in  my  thoughts,  to  write  to  you,  before  this,  but 
engagements  of  one  kind  8c  another,  takes  up  my  attention,  &  there- 
fore, I  wish  you  to  consider,  me  as  not  wanting  in  dutiful  respect. 

Every  week  I  have  the  newspapers  sent  me  from  Boston,  &  I  can't 
but  observe,  that  by  many  of  the  publications,  I  should  suppose  the 
people,  yet,  consider  themselves  as  subjects  of  the  British  King,  or  why 
do  they  keep  complaining  of  his  Laws,  for  surely  he  &  his  court  have  a 
right  [to]  make  such  Laws  as  they  think  proper,  for  their  own  subjects, 
but  [if]  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  have  no  more  to  do  with 
their  Laws,  [th]an  the  Laws  made  by  the  Pope  of  Rome,  unless  they  in- 
terfere [m]ore  with  our  than  his  Laws;  It  is  to  be  expected  that  every 
sovereign  power  will  make  such  Laws  as  they  think  most  for  their  in- 
terest, and  don't  Congress  &  the  several  Genl.  Courts  do  the  same.  I 
answer,  they  do,  if  they  do  their  duty  to  the  good  people  they  repre- 
sent; but  I  suppose,  I  shall  be  asked,  what  is  to  be  done  when  the  Laws 
of  G.B.  are  so  much  against  our  trade;  I  answer,  be  sure  to  make  our 
own  Laws  so  as  to  counteract  them,  8c  by  that  means  convince  them 
that  theirs  were  not  founded  in  good  policy,  8c  then  they  will  repeal 
them;  for  I  know,  of  no  friendship  between  nations,  farther  than  inter- 
est makes  it  so;  however,  it  is  necessary  there  should  be  a  balance  of 
power  in  our  Genl.  Court,  between  the  commercial  8c  Country  inter- 
est, so  that  neither  should  have  too  much  influence,  &  by  that  means 
the  Laws  will  be  likely  to  be  made  most  to  the  advantage  of  all  the 
good  people. 

I  now  consider  an  apology  necessary  for  writing  so  much  upon  state 
matters,  but  I  hope  you  will  excuse  it,  when  I  assure  you,  my  head  hap- 
pened [to]  be  engaged  in  politicks. 
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I  will  now  recollect  in  what  state  this  may  find  you,  much  en[ga]ged 
in  haying,  no,  nearly  finished,  supposed,  &  I  hope  you  have  not  in- 
jured your  health  by  labour  this  hot  weather. 

You  will,  Sir,  make  my  kindest  8c  most  dutiful  respects  to  mother,  & 
love  to  your  family. 

I  remain,  with  all  due  consideration,  yours,  &c, 

P.S.  Please  to  make  my  respectful  compliments  to  my  old  friend  Mr. 
Dale. 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten.  Addressed:  "Mr.  George  Wiatt." 


James  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson 

Dear  Sir  New  York  August  15th.  1785. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  yours  by  Mr.  Adams  with  the 
cypher  accompanying  it  &  am  happy  to  hear  of  the  recovery  of  your 
health.1  I  have  only  fail'd  writing  you  by  two  of  the  packets  the  first  of 
wh.  sail'd  before,  I  had  been  advis'd,  she  wod.,  &  the  2d  while  I  was  ill 
of  a  pleurisy  wh.  I  caught  by  walking  in  the  rain  to  Congress  &  had 
like  to  have  given  me  my  final  repose.  Colo.  Smith,  Mr  Mazzai  &  Mrs. 
Macaulay  Graham  have  since  carried  my  letters  to  you,  or  rather  took 
charge  of  them  for  that  purpose.  In  those  letters  I  gave  you  full  infor- 
mation of  the  previous  transactions  in  Congress  as  well  as  of  the  im- 
portant business  still  before  us.  It  therefore  now  remains  to  give  you 
the  progress  since  that  time.  {The  report  proposing  to  invest  Congress 
with  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  hath  been  twice  before  Con- 
gress in  committee  of  the  whole.}2  It  met  with  no  opponant  except 
{the  president},  by  this  I  do  not  mean  that  there  were  no  others 
oppos'd  to  it,  for  the  contrary  is  the  case.  They  however  said  but  little 
or  rather  committed  their  side  of  the  question  to  his  care.  In  favor  of 
it  there  were  but  few  speakers  also.  {The  committee  came  to  no  [con- 
clusion?] but  desired  leave  to  sit  again}.  A  second  plan  hath  been  pro- 
pos'd,  {a  navigation  act  digested  here}  &  {recommended  to  the  States}. 
This  hath  not  been  presented  but  probably  will  be.  One  wod.  expect 
in  a  {particular  quarter  of  the  union  perfect  concert  in  this  business} 
yet  this  is  not  altogether  the  case.  The  2d  plan  above  attended  to  takes 
its  origin  {with  MacHenry.  The  Eastern  people}  wish  something  more 
lasting  &  will  of  course  in  the  first  instance  not  agree  to  it.  They  must 
therefore  come  in  with  that  propos'd  in  {the  report}.  You  will  ask  me 
why  they  hesitate?  To  be  candid  I  believe  it  arises  from  the  real  magni- 
tude of  the  subject,  for  I  have  the  most  confidential  communications 
with  them  and  am  satisfied  they  act  ingenuously.  {They  fear  the  conse- 
quences} may  possibly  result  from  it.  The  longer  it  is  delay'd  the  more 
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certain  is  its  passage  thro  {the  several  states)  ul[ti]mately.  Their  minds 
will  be  better  inform'd  by  evidences  within  their  views  of  the  necessity 
of  {committing  the  power  to  Congress}  for  {the  commerce  of  the 
union  is  daily  declining;  the  merchants  of  this  town}  own  I  am  told  not 
more  than  {two  ships}.  I  wish  much  to  hear  from  you  upon  this  sub- 
ject. I  expect  it  will  be  brought  on  again  shortly,  if  for  the  purpose 
only  of  {committing  it  to  the  jousnals}.  It  may  then  be  delay'd  for 
sometime  untill  we  may  obtain  full  {information  on  it:  the  report 
changing  the  instructions  for  forming  commercial  treaties}  will  I  be- 
lieve be  adopted.3  {It  changes  the  principle}  &  puts  an  end  to  that  {of 
the  right  of  the  most  favored  nation}.  The  policy  of  forming  {a  treaty 
with  powers}  not  having  {possessions  in  the  West  Indies  is  doubted} 
since  from  them  we  can  obtain  as  much  without  as  {with  a  treaty},  and 
such  {treaties}  whether  upon  that  or  any  other  {principle}  in  effecting 
the  main  object  we  have  in  view,  {the  opening  the  islands  by  treaty} 
with  those  who  have  them,  may  embarrass  us.  This  is  conceiv'd  to  be 
the  only  end  wh.  can  be  obtain'd  upon  principles  of  expedience  to  us 
{by  treaty}.  Of  course  that  with  {Sweden}  &ca  is  unfortunate.  Mr. 
{Adams}  seems  to  suppose  {the  principal  object  in  his  mission  to  the 
court  of  London  was  the  formation  of  a  treaty);  but  the  contrary  was 
certainly  the  case:  it  was  merely  {to  conciliate},  &  prevent  {a  variance) 
wh.  seem'd  to  threaten  at  that  time.  He  might  however  readily  make 
this  mistake  under  the  present  instructions.  {A  treaty)  is  not  expected 
8c  I  am  satisfied  the  majority  here  wish  all  propositions  on  that  head  to 
cease,  at  least  for  the  present,  and  untill  {our  restrictions  on  their 
commerce  have  effected  a  different  disposition}.  Mr.  [Jay  is  authorised 
to  treat  with)  Mr.  {Gardoqui}  upon  {the  subjects  arising  between  the 
two  parties.  He  is  to  lay  every  proposition  before  Congress  before  he 
enters  into  any  engagement  with  him.  As  yet  we  have  heard  nothing 
from  him).  The  {consulate  convention  lately  formed  with  France}  is 
universally  {disapproved}.  It  was  form'd  under  instructions  (but)  in  the 
opinion  of  {the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  hath  been  deviated  from}.4 
I  have  not  had  time  to  examine  it  attentively  so  cannot  decide  as  to 
this  fact.  I  shall  sit  out  on  the  first  of  Sepr.  for  the  Indian  treaty  on  the 
Ohio  &  return  thence  thro  Virga.,  8c  provided  I  shall  be  continued  in 
Congress,  to  this  place.  I  shall  however  attend  the  federal  court  for 
the  trial  of  the  controversy  between  Massachusetts  8c  New  York  in 
Novr.  so  that  I  doubt  whether  I  shall  reach  this  before  Deer,  or  Jany. 
next.  The  requisition  will  pass  I  expect  this  week  &  most  of  the  impor- 
tant business  remaining  in  a  train  for  decision  or  be  postpond  for  the 
winter.  I  have  however  no  expectation  that  Congress  will  adjourn  for 
the  present  year.  I  intended  to  have  given  you  something  of  domestic 
news  but  am  inform'd  the  mail  is  just  closing.  By  this  however,  do  not 
suppose  that  I  have  any  thing  worthy  communication  for  the  contrary 
is  the  case,  I  shod,  be  fore'd  to  look  about  me  to  find  out  any  thing 
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you  wod.  have  patience  to  read.  A  Lee  is  elected  in  the  Bd.  of  trea- 
sury— we  were  under  the  necessity  of  having  someone  from  the  State5 
and  advocated  his  appointment.  How  is  Miss  Patsy?  How  is  Short? 
How  are  they  pleas'd  with  France.  I  must  observe  that  {Congress}  seem 
to  expect  (the  court  of  France  will  send  a  minister  here}.  To  visit  you 
wod.  give  me  infinite  pleasure — whether  I  shall  be  able  or  not  de- 
pends on  circumstances.  If  I  do  it  will  be  in  the  spring  after  Congress 
adjourn  or  at  least  the  most  import[an]t  business  is  finish'd.  I  send 
you  the  journals  and  am  dear  Sir  vr.  affectionate  friend  &  servt., 

Jas.  Monroe 

RC  (DLC: Jefferson  Papers). 

1  For  Jefferson's  letter  of  May  1 1 ,  see  Jefferson,  Papers  (Boyd) ,  8: 148-50. 

-  Words  printed  in  braces  in  this  text  were  written  by  Monroe  in  cipher.  For  the  "re- 
port," see  Monroe  to  Jefferson,  April  12,  note  4. 

3  See  ibid.,  note  5. 

4  John  Jay  had  submitted  to  Congress  on  June  24  the  consular  convention  that  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  and  the  comte  de  Vergennes  had  signed  the  preceding  July,  for  which 
see  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Franklin,  December  14,  1784,  note  1.  Jay  further  submitted 
on  July  4  a  detailed  critique  of  the  deviation  in  the  convention  from  the  instructions 
sent  to  Franklin  in  January  1782.  In  general,  Jay  contended  that  the  convention  granted 
excessive  privileges  and  immunities  to  French  consuls  to  the  detriment  of  American 
sovereignty  and  he  recommended  "that  the  Convendon  as  it  now  stands,  ought  not  to 
he  ratified."  For  the  next  step  in  the  consular  debate,  see  William  Grayson  to  James 
Madison,  August  21,  note  7;  and  Charles  Thomson  to  Jay,  October  6. 

5  That  is,  Virginia. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Thomas  Hutchins 

Sir  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress.  August  15th.  1785. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  pursuant  to  their  Ordinance  passed  the 
20th  of  May  last  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  have  ap- 
pointed the  following  Surveyors  namely1 
for  New  Hampshire.   Mr.  Ebenezer  Sullivan 

Massachusetts.       Mr.  Rufus  Putnam  and  until  he  can  join  you  & 
take  upon  him  the  Duties  of  his  Office  Mr.  Benj.  Tupper  is 
empowered  to  act  in  his  stead. 
Rhode  Island.        Mr.  Caleb  Harris 
Connecticut.  Mr.  Isaac  Sherman 

New  York.  Mr.  William  Morris 

New  Jersey.  Mr.  Absolam  Martin 

Pennsylvania.         Mr.  Adam  Hoops 
Delaware.  Mr.  Mark  McCall 

Maryland.  Mr.  James  Simpson 

Virginia.  Mr.  Alexander  Parker 

North  Carolina.     Mr.  Absolam  Tatum 
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South  Carolina.     Mr.  William  Tate 

Georgia.  Mr.  Robert  Johnson 

Some  of  these  particularly,  Mr.  McCall  and  Mr.  Tate  are  desirous  to 
be  informed  where  they  are  to  rendezvous  and  the  latter  wishes  to 
know  whether  distinct  parts  of  the  new  Territory  will  be  allotted  to 
each  and  whether  they  can  employ  Assistants.  For  this  and  every  other 
information  I  must  refer  them  to  you,  as  they  are  to  act  under  your  di- 
rection, and  you  are  to  form  such  regulations  for  their  conduct  as  you 
shall  deem  necessary.  The  design  of  this  is  only  to  inform  you  of  the 
persons  appointed,  that  you  may  communicate  your  instructions  to 
them  and  direct  their  attendance  when  and  where  you  shall  think 
proper.  If  I  can  be  of  any  service  in  forwarding  your  Letters,  or  con- 
veying your  instructions  you  may  command  me,  who  am,  Sir,  Your 
Obedt.  hum  servt.  C.T 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "Thomas  Hutchins  Esq.  Geographer  of  the 
United  States." 

1  For  these  appointments,  see  Thomson  to  the  Continental  Surveyors,  May  28,  1785. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Charles  Thomson 

Sir.  New  York  August  1 6.  1 785 

If,  during  the  time  of  my  absence,  any  business  occurs  that  requires 

my  signature;1  be  pleased  to  transmit  such  to  me  at  Doctr.  Shippens  in 

Philadelphia  from  whence  you  will  receive  a  speedy  return. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  esteem  &  regard,  Sir  your  most 

obedient  and  very  humble  servant,  Richard  Henry  Lee 

RC  (DNA:  PCC,  item  78). 

1  For  Lee's  "absence"  from  Congress  August  17  to  September  29  for  the  recovery  of 
his  health,  see/CC,  29:631 ,  775,  787;  Lee  to  Thomson,  August  21;  and  Samuel  Holten  to 
William  Gordon,  August  22,  note  4. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Robert  Howe 

Sir.  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress.  August  16th.  1785 

On  the  9th  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  United  States  in 
Congress  Assembled  had  been  pleased  to  elect  you  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  negotiating  with  the  Western  Indians.1  I  now  enclose 
an  Act  ascertaining  the  allowance  for  the  service  of  the  Commission- 
ers while  employed  in  that  business.2 

I  am,  Sir,  &c.  C.T. 
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LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  This  brief  letter  is  at  fol.  123,  ibid.  Howe's  appointment  was  to  fill  the  vacancy  re- 
cently created  by  the  resignation  of  Oliver  Wolcott.  See  JCC,  29:576n,  620.  For  Howe's 
August  20  letter  accepting  this  appointment,  see  PCC,  item  78,  12:427-30;  and  JCC, 
29:650. 

2  See  JCC,  26:154. 


New  Hampshire  Delegates  to  John  Langdon 

Sir,  New  York  August  17h.  1785 

In  conformity  to  your  direction  we  nominated  Mr  Ebenezar  Sulli- 
van a  surveyor  of  lands  in  the  Western  territory  And  we  have  the  plea- 
sure to  inform  you  that  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election,  and  he 
was  chosen  accordingly.1 

We  think  it  would  be  best  for  him  to  come  on  immediately,  as  we  ex- 
pect that  the  other  surveyors  are  on  the  ground. 

We  have  the  Honr.  to  be  Your  Excellys.  Most  Obedt.  Huml.  Servants, 

Abiel  Foster 

Pierse  Long 

RC  (CSmH:  HM39002).  Written  by  Long  and  signed  by  Long  and  Foster. 
1  See  New  Hampshire  Delegates  to  Langdon,  July  24,  note,  and  August  14. 


Pennsylvania  Delegates  to  John  Dickinson 

Sir,  New  York  1 7th.  Augt.  1 785 

We  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  Your  Excellency  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  for  foreign  Affairs  on  the  Subject  of  the  Complaint  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Shields  which  Your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  transmit  to  us.1 
Previously  to  our  laying  this  Complaint  before  Congress,  we  took 
Occasion  to  communicate  the  same  to  Mr.  Gardoqui  in  a  private  Way. 
He  assured  us  of  his  Desire  to  be  Instrumental  in  correcting  the 
Abuse  complained  of,  but  that  he  could  not  interfere  in  the  Business, 
unless  it  should  come  to  him  officially.  We  therefore  conceived  it  to  be 
our  Duty  to  lay  the  Papers  before  Congress,  who  were  pleased  to  refer 
them  to  the  Secretary  for  foreign  Affairs  to  take  Order.2 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  great  Respect,  Your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  &  most  humble  Servants,  David  Jackson 

Cha.  Pettit 

RC  (PHi:  Gratz  Collection).  Written  by  Pettit  and  signed  by  Pettit  and  Jackson. 

1  The  enclosed  August  15  John  Jay  report,  read  in  Congress  the  16th,  is  in  JCC, 
29:626;  and  PCC,  item  81,  1:327.  For  Dickinson's  June  27  letter  to  the  Pennsylvania  del- 
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egates  transmitting  Shields'  complaint,  see  PCC,  item  81,  1:333;  and  Pa.  Archives,  1st  ser. 
10:476-77. 

2  Upon  instruction  from  Dickinson,  Pettit  had  laid  this  issue  before  Congress  in  a  July 
13  motion  requesting  "the  Minister  of  Spain"  (Don  Diego  de  Gardoqui)  to  intercede 
with  a  Spanish  ship  captain  (Juan  de  Morales)  for  harboring  a  runaway  indentured  ser- 
vant (Alexander  Wilson),  the  property  of  Thomas  Shields  of  Philadelphia.  JCC, 
29:534-35.  Jay's  report  simply  confirmed  what  Petdt  had  already  ascertained  privately, 
that  Gardoqui  promised  to  do  whatever  was  within  his  power  to  intercede  with  Captain 
Morales.  For  the  documents  relating  to  this  case,  including  a  brief  August  16  letter  from 
Pettit  to  Charles  Thomson  requesting  a  copy  of  Jay's  report,  and  a  letter  from  Morales 
to  Dickinson  explaining  why  he  had  invited  Shields  on  board  his  frigate,  see  PCC,  item 
81,  1:327-51;  and  Pa.  Archives,  1st  ser.  10:499. 


William  Ellery  to  William  Greene 

Sir,  New  York  Augt.  1 8th.  1 785 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  Col.  Sherburn1  officially  informing  me 
that  the  Genl.  Assembly,  at  their  last  Session,  had  appointed  me  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Superior  Court. 

This  appointment,  which  was  intirely  unsollicited  for  and  unex- 
pected by  me  and  my  most  intimate  friends,  in  itself  consider'd,  dos 
me  great  honour;  but  when  I  consider  it  as  a  mark  of  their  approba- 
tion of  my  conduct  in  an  important  public  character  the  honour  is  in- 
creased and  demands  my  most  grateful  acknowledgment.  Please,  Sir, 
to  permit  me  through  the  channel  of  this  letter  to  present  my  thanks 
to  the  honble  The  Genl.  Assembly  for  this  fresh  instance  of  their 
favour  and  confidence.  But  honorable  as  this  appointment  is,  there 
are  some  objections  to  my  accepting  it,  which  I  must  beg  leave  to 
mention,  together  with  a  few  reasons  in  support  of  those  objections. 
The  objections  are,  the  precarious  tenure  by  which  the  Judges  hold 
their  offices,  and  the  small  salaries  annexed  to  them.2 

I  am  a  friend  to  annual  elections  in  general,  and  to  moderate 
salaries;  but  it  may  be  a  question  whether  it  would  not  be  more  benefi- 
cial to  a  State  to  appoint  there  judges  during  good  behaviour,  or  for  a 
term  of  years  with  a  capacity  of  re-election  at  the  termination  of  the 
period,  than  to  appoint  them  annually.  Almost  every  State  in  the 
Union  hath  adopted  one  or  other  of  these  tenures:  And  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  an  assurance  of  continuance  in  office  for  a  few  years  only 
might  be  an  inducement  to  gentlemen  to  qualify  themselves  to  fill  the 
bench  with  respectability,  and  to  such  as  might  be  qualified  to  accept 
when  they  should  be  chosen. 

With  respect  to  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court,  I 
believe  there  are  but  few  who  would  think  them  immoderate  if  a  con- 
siderable addition  should  be  made  to  them. 

In  establishing  the  salaries  of  officers,  a  regard,  I  think,  ought  to  be 
had  to  the  importance  of  the  office,  and  to  the  qualifications  requisite 
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to  a  right  discharge  of  it.  The  office  of  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  is 
one  of  the  most  important  offices  in  a  State;  for  in  that  court  deci- 
sions are  had  on  the  property,  the  character,  the  liberty,  the  life  of  the 
citizen;  and  is  it  probable  that  a  man  would  employ  so  much  time  and 
attention  as  are  necessary  to  form  a  proper  judgment  on  those  impor- 
tant questions,  without  a  compensation  proportioned  to  his  services? 
Unless  a  man  is  possessed  of  a  steady  income  sufficient  for  the  decent 
support  of  himself  and  his  family,  his  attention  must  be  divided  be- 
tween the  duties  of  his  office,  and  the  duties  of  his  family,  and  amidst 
this  distraction  I  should  think  he  could  not  give  that  constant,  undis- 
turbed attention  to  the  former,  which  I  deem  requisite  to  a  proper  dis- 
charge of  it. 

There  are  but  few  men  in  the  State  possessed  of  such  an  income,  I 
am  not,  and  I  believe  it  would  be  difficult  to  find,  of  that  few  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  qualified  persons  so  disinterested  as  to  quit  their  ease 
to  serve  the  State  for  nought  or  next  to  nothing. 

Honorable  salaries  may  be  some  security,  perhaps,  against  corrup- 
tion; but  in  my  opinion  the  best  guard  is  an  uniform  character  of 
virtue  and  integrity.  Poverty  subjects  a  man  to  many  temptations;  but 
Lord  Bacon,  who  could  not  really  want  money,  was  corrupted. 

To  these  objections,  and  the  arguments  in  support  of  them  which  I 
have  briefly  touched  upon  I  must  add,  that  there  are  several  important 
matters  before  Congress  that  require  nine  States,  and  the  present  rep- 
resentation is  not  so  complete  as  to  admit  the  absence  of  one  State. 

Notwithstanding  these  objections,  to  show  to  the  Honorable  Genl. 
Assembly  that  I  am  disposed  to  serve  the  State  in  any  honorable  em- 
ployment they  may  be  pleased  to  bestow  upon  me,  I  will  accept  of  the 
appointment  to  the  Judge's  seat,  provided  there  are  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  Judges  to  constitute  a  court  without  me,  and  my  absence  can  be 
dispensed  with  until  the  adjournment  of  Congress:3  Relying  that  the 
Genl.  Assembly  will  make  such  a  decent  provision  for  the  support  of 
the  Superior  bench  as  shall  be  suitable  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
State,  and  the  importance  of  that  bench. 

I  am  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect  for  your  Excelly.,  and 
The  Honorable  The  General  Assembly  Your  Excellency's  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant,  William  Ellery 

RC  (R-Ar:  Letters  to  Governors). 

1  That  is,  Henry  Sherburne,  assistant  to  the  secretary  of  the  Rhode  Island  Assembly. 
Bartlett,  Records  ofR.I.,  10:40. 

2  For  Ellery'sjune  1785  election  and  the  salaries  allowed  the  jusdces  appointed  the 
preceding  year,  see  ibid.,  pp.  1 12,  1 14. 

s  The  Rhode  Island  Assembly  responded  to  Ellery's  concern  by  allowing  him  to  retain 
his  position  as  delegate  to  Congress  until  his  term  expired  in  November,  when  he  re- 
turned home  to  assume  his  post  as  chief  justice.  See  William  M.  Fowler,  William  Ellery:  A 
Rhode  Island  Politico  and  Lord  of  Admiralty  (Metuchen,  N.J.:  The  Scarecrow  Press,  1973), 
pp.  151-52. 
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William  Samuel  Johnson  to  Matthew  Griswold 

S'r,  Stratford'  18th  Augt.  1785. 

Your  Excell'ys  favr.  of  the  8th  Instt.  was  forwarded  to  me  here  from 
N  York  having  arrived  there  at  a  time  when  Congress  was  in  recess  for 
a  few  Days.-  The  Vote  of  Congress  which  occasioned  the  Request  men- 
tioned by  yr.  Excelfy  will  be  most  effectually  complyed  with  by  trans- 
mitting copies  of  the  New  Statute  Book.3  The  purpose  of  the  Vote  was 
that  Congress  and  the  States  respectively  might  be  better  informed 
than  they  at  present  appeared  to  be  of  the  several  Systems  of  Law  and 
was  Limited  in  the  manner  you  see  because  in  most  of  the  States  all 
the  Laws  previous  to  Septr.  1774  have  been  disanulled,  and  in  few  of 
them,  if  any,  has  there  been  so  effectual  a  Revision  of  their  laws  as  in 
this  State,  and  it  was  tho't  that  the  Laws  passed  since  the  connection 
with  G.  Britain  was  dissolved  would  give  a  tolerable  Idea  of  the  Ju- 
risprudence of  each  State.  The  object  is  to  be  informed  of  the  present 
state  of  the  Laws  in  each  State  which  with  respect  to  Connecticut  can 
only  be  known  from  the  New  Revised  Law  Book.  One  copy  only  will  be 
reserved  by  Congress,  and  the  remainder  transmitted  to  the  12  other 
States  in  Exchange  for  which  you  will  Receive  Copies  of  the  Laws  of 
Mass'tts  and  other  sister  States.  The  intention  was  also  that  all  future 
Acts  sho'd  be  continued  to  be  Exchanged  in  like  manner  so  that  Con- 
gress and  each  particular  State  sho'd  always  be  informed  of  the  Laws 
Enacted  and  in  force  throughout  the  Union,  which  it  was  conceived 
would  probably  be  productive  of  much  Harmony  and  Uniformity,  as 
well  as  other  beneficial  Effects  to  the  United  States. 

By  the  desire  of  the  Delegates  of  Massachusetts  Bay  I  enclose  yr. 
Ex'y  Copy  of  the  late  Navigat'n  Act  of  that  State  which  as  they  said 
they  were  directed  by  their  Legislat'r  to  transmit  thro'  their  Delegates 
to  the  several  States  in  Union  with  their  wishes  that  this  or  something 
similar  to  it  might  be  adopted  by  the  other  States.4 

I  am  sorry  to  acquaint  yr.  Excell'y  that  I  have  been  impatiently  wait- 
ing here  more  than  a  fortnight  for  such  supplies  from  the  Treas'y  as 
were  necessary  to  enable  me  to  return  to  N.Y  I  wrote  the  Treas'r  from 
thence  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  me  to  receive  a  remittance  from 
him  before  1  could  return  and  hoped  I  sho'd  be  detained  here  only 
three  or  four  Days,  but  received  a  Letter  from  him  two  Days  after  my 
Arrival  acquaint' g  me  that  there  was  no  money  in  the  Treas'y  but  that 
I  might  depend  upon  the  first  that  came  in.  Since  which  I  have  sent 
again  to  Hartford  but  received  the  same  answer.  I  am  extremely  cha- 
grined at  my  situation  as  I  know  the  most  consequential  Business  of 
Congress  is  now  unavoidably  delayed  for  want  of  a  fuller  Representa- 
tion and  I  cannot  endure  that  Conn't  especially  being  now  an  adjoin- 
ing State  to  the  residence  of  Congress  sho'd  be  in  any  regard  deficient 
or  occasion  any  delay  in  the  important  affairs  of  the  Nation.5  Could  I 
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have  relieved  myself  by  my  own  resources  or  particular  Credit  I  sho'd 
have  returned  immediately  but  I  have  hitherto  found  it  impossible 
there  seeming  to  be  no  Money  left  in  this  part  of  the  Country.  I  am 
extremely  happy  to  find  yr.  Health  is  so  happily  restored. 

Augt.  19th.  P.S.  Since  writing  the  above  I  received  yr.  Excell's  Letter  of 
the  10th  Instt.  something  similar  to  wh'h  from  the  impatience  I  know 
Congress  feel  at  the  neglect  of  Representation  I  expected  to  have 
reed.  10  Days  ago.  The  sole  reason  of  my  Absence  is  as  above  men- 
tioned. But  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  yr.  Excell'y  that  by  the  very 
obliging  Interposition  of  the  Hon'l  Judges  of  the  Supr.  Court  I  this 
minute  find  that  I  shall  probably  obtain  sufficient  from  Coll.  Fitch  of 
Norwalk  to  answer  the  present  Excigence.  Relying  upon  this  I  shall 
call  upon  him  for  that  purpose  the  beginning  of  the  Week  in  my  way 
to  N  York,  and  am  with  the  greatest  respect. 

FC  (CtHi:  Johnson  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  William  Samuel  Johnson. 

1  According  to  his  diary,  Johnson  had  left  New  York  July  30  and  arrived  home  the  fol- 
lowing day.  He  returned  to  Congress  August  25.  William  Samuel  Johnson's  Diary,  Jan- 
uary 13-15,  1785,  note  1. 

2  For  the  recess  of  Congress  August  9  to  15,  see/CC,  29:621-22. 

3  For  this  July  27  congressional  request  "of  the  several  states,  for  13  copies  of  the  leg- 
islative acts  thereof,  since  the  first  of  September,  1774,"  see  Charles  Thomson  to  the 
States,  July  28,  1785. 

4  See  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin,  August  23,  note  5. 

5  The  congressional  delegates  elected  by  the  Connecticut  Assembly  May  12,  1785, 
were  Joseph  Piatt  Cooke,  William  Hillhouse,  Johnson,  Stephen  Mix  Mitchell,  Jonathan 
Sturges,  John  Treadwell,  and  James  Wadsworth.  yCC,  29:566-67.  The  following  letter 
from  Mitchell  to  Cooke  and  Johnson  of  September  6,  1785,  contains  information  on  ef- 
forts being  made  to  keep  the  state  represented  at  this  time. 

"In  May  last,  I  had  some  Conversation  with  Mr.  Sturgiss  on  the  Subject  of  his  attend- 
ing Congress  the  ensuing  winter  if  called  upon;  when  he  intimated  the  inconvenience 
twould  lay  him  under  in  his  profession  and  strong  wishes  that  his  attendance  during  the 
winter  season  might  be  dispensed  with.  Mr.  Treadwell  also  urged  his  want  of  health  as  a 
reason  why  he  should  decline  serving  early  in  the  Year. 

"Mr.  Sturgiss  engaged  or  encoraged  that  he  would  write  you,  urging  your  Stay,  and  so- 
liciting to  know  what  your  Intentions  were  on  that  head.  Having  no  Answer  from  Mr. 
Sturgiss  and  observing  that  heretofore  Members  have  almost  uniformly  been  called 
upon,  when  they  least  expected  it  and  not  prepared  to  leave  their  domestic  Concerns;  I 
am  induced  to  desire  you  to  inform  whether  it  will  suit  your  convenience  to  tarry,  not 
doubting  that  the  great  motive  (the  public  Good)  which  induced  you  to  comply  with 
the  wishes  of  your  Constituents  the  last  autumn,  will  impel  you  to  continue  at  N'w  York 
thro  the  winter,  should  your  other  Engagements  not  render  it  impossible;  I  may  without 
flattery  say  (in  my  Apprehension)  it  will  be  painfull  to  the  State,  to  hear  that  either  of 
you  are  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  Congress.  Suffer  me  to  remind  you  of  one 
(among  many)  cogent  reasons  for  your  stay,  which  is,  that  but  one  Gentn.  in  the  Dele- 
gation, yourselves  excepted  has  ever  been  in  Congress."  See  Burnett,  Letters,  8:192n;  and 
Johnson  Papers  CtHi. 
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Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin 

Sir,  New  York,  18th.  Aug.  1785. 

We  have  received  your  Excellency's  letters  under  date  of  the  1st,  the 
11th,  the  18th  8c  28th  of  July,  and  of  the  of  August,1  with  the  en- 

closures they  severally  refer  to:  these  dispatches  have  been  disposed  of 
conformably  to  the  sense  of  the  Legislature  as  communicated  by  your 
excellency,  except  in  the  instance  of  the  resolves  recommendatory  of 
a  revision  of  the  articles  of  confederation  &  perpetual  union  between 
the  states;  at  the  time  we  received  these  resolves,  Congress  had,  8c  still 
have,  under  deliberation  propositions  to  remedy  the  commercial  em- 
barrassments experienc'd  in  many  of  the  states;  the  prevailing  opin- 
ion discovered  in  the  progress  of  deliberation,  gave  us  no  cause  to  ex- 
pect an  adoption  of  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Legislature  in  the 
resolves  referred  to;  we  ourselves  considered  the  object  8c  intent  of 
these  resolves  as  highly  important.  We  have  delayed  any  communica- 
tion with  congress  upon  this  subject,  with  an  intention  to  state  to  your 
excellency  our  sentiments  upon  the  probable  tendency  &  conse- 
quences of  the  measure  should  it  be  adopted  by  Congress  and  ac- 
ceeded  to  by  the  states.2 

We  are  sensible  that  our  duty  points  out  a  prompt  and  exact  obedi- 
ence to  the  acts  and  instructions  of  the  Legislature,  but  if  a  case  arises 
wherein  we  discover  most  clearly  consequences  so  fatal;  that  had  they 
been  known  perhaps  the  measure  adopted  would  not  have  been  pro- 
posed, it  may  not  be  improper  to  delay  a  final  execution  untill  we  have 
the  instructions  of  the  Legislature  after  such  pernicious  consequences 
of  the  measure  shall  have  been  submitted  to  their  examination. 

But  this  may  be  a  questionable  opinion,  we  will  therefore,  ask  the 
advise  of  the  supreme  executive  concerning  it;  8c  that  they  may  truely 
know  our  situation,  we  will  fully  communicate  our  sentiments  on  the 
plan  proposed  for  a  revision  of  the  confederation. 

The  business  of  congress  requires  so  great  a  portion  of  our  time, 
that  hitherto  we  have  not  been  able  to  make  this  communication,  but 
it  shall  be  transmitted  to  your  excellency  by  an  early  post. 

With  the  most  perfect  consideration  &  respect,  we  have  the  honor 
to  be,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servants.  E.  Gerry. 

S.  Holten 

R.  King 

RC  (M-Ar:  Senate  Documents).  Written  by  Holten  and  signed  by  Holten,  Gerry,  and 
King.  Endorsed:  "This  letter  was  communicated  to  the  Council,  but  it  was  apprehended 
the  advice  there  requested,  was  meant  by  our  Delegates  to  be  given  after  they  should 
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write  their  Sentiments  on  the  Subject:  and  their  Letter  of  the  3d  Sept.  containing  those 
sentiments,  which  they  desire  might  be  laid  before  the  General  Court,  the  Council 
could  not  consider,  as  there  was  no  meeting  of  the  Council  alter  the  receiving  of  that 
letter." 

1  That  is,  Bowdoin's  letter  of  August  8  concerning  British  naval  captain  Henry  Stan- 
hope that  was  laid  before  Congress  August  15,  for  which  see  Charles  Thomson  to  Bow- 
doin,  August  20. 

2  For  the  Massachusetts  delegates  explanation  of  their  motives  in  delaying  to  act  on 
the  assembly's  instructions  to  propose  a  revision  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  see 
their  letter  to  Bowdoin  of  September  3.  The  enclosed  July  1  resolves  of  the  General 
Court,  which  the  delegates  had  declined  to  submit  to  Congress  as  instructed,  read  as 
follows: 

"Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Court  that  the  present  powers  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  as  contained  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  are  not  fully  ade- 
quate to  the  great  purposes  they  were  originally  designed  to  effect. 

"Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Court  that  it  is  highly  expedient,  if  not  indis- 
pensably necessary,  that  there  should  be  a  Convention  of  Delegates  from  all  the  States 
in  the  Union  at  some  convenient  place,  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  revis- 
ing the  Confederation  and  reporting  to  Congress  how  far  it  may  be  necessary  to  alter  or 
enlarge  the  same. 

"Resolved,  That  Congress  be  and  they  are  hereby  requested  to  recommend  a  Conven- 
tion of  Delegates  from  all  the  States  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  may  think  conve- 
nient, to  revise  the  Confederation  and  report  to  Congress  how  far  it  may  be  necessary 
in  their  opinion  to  alter  or  enlarge  the  same  in  order  to  secure  the  primary  objects  of 
the  Union."  They  were  later  endorsed  by  Rufus  King: 

"Resolutions  of  Mass.  of  July,  1785,  for  calling  a  federal  convention  to  revise  the  Con- 
federacy. These  resolutions  with  the  circular  letters  to  the  Governors  of  the  several 
States  were  transmitted  by  Gov.  Bowdoin  to  the  Mass.  Dels,  in  Congress,  viz,  Gerry, 
Holten  &  King,  who  doubting  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  suspended  it  till  the  next 
session  of  the  Genl.  Court,  wrote  to  them  (3rd  of  September)  their  reasons  for  their 
conduct,  and  the  Genl.  Court  resolved  that  the  same  should  be  suspended  until  further 
notice."  King,  Correspondence  (King),  1:58-60. 

For  a  discussion  of  the  legislative  context  of  this  issue  and  the  General  Court's  ulti- 
mate acquiescence  in  the  delegates'  decision  not  to  submit  these  resolves  to  Congress, 
see  Van  Beck  Hall,  Politics  Without  Parlies,  Massachusetts,  1780-1791  (Pittsburgh:  Univer- 
sity of  Pittsburgh  Press,  1972),  pp.  161-65.  For  an  analysis  in  the  general  context  of  the 
movement  for  revising  the  Articles  of  Confederation  to  strengthen  the  union,  see  Mer- 
rill Jensen,  ed.,  The  Documentary  History  of  the  Ratification  of  the  Constitution  (Madison: 
State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin,  1976-),  vol.  13,  Commentaries  on  the.  Constitution, 
Public  and  Private,  ed.  John  P.  Kaminski  and  Gaspare  J.  Saladino  et  al.  (1981),  pp.  28-43. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Richard  Henry  Lee 

Sir,  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  August  18th.  1785 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  for  your  signature  two  Notifications  of 
the  appointment  of  Diederik  Leertouwer  Consul  of  their  high  Mighti- 
nesses the  States  general  of  the  United  Netherlands,  one  for  the  State 
of  Newhampshire,  the  other  for  Massachusetts.1 

I  hope  your  Excellency  will  receive  benefit  from  a  change  of  air,  ex- 
ercise and  a  relaxation  from  business.2  I  heartily  wish  you  a  speedy  re- 
covery, and  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect,  Your  Excellency's 
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Most  Obedient  &  Most  humble  Servt.  C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

i  See  JCC,  29:631. 

2  For  President  Lee's  "indisposition"  and  absence  from  Congress  August  17  to 
September  29,  see  ibid.;  and  Lee  to  Thomson,  August  16. 


William  Samuel  Johnson  to  William  Judd 

Dr.  Sr.  Stratford  Augt.  19th.  1785 

I  receiv'd  yr.  favr.  of  the  30th  July1  here  where  I  have  been  this  fort- 
night impatiently  expecting  those  supplies  from  Hartford  without 
which  I  cannot  return  to  N  York,  &  where  I  am  sensible  it  is  of  much 
importance  I  sho'd  be,  not  so  much  for  any  particular  service  I  can 
personally  render  as  to  make  up  such  a  representation  as  may  enable 
Congress  to  proceed  on  business  of  Conseq[uenc]e  which  is  now 
delay'd  for  want  of  a  fuller  Representation.  I  am  glad  to  find  you  are 
Appointd.  Agent  in  the  Susq[uehanna]h  Business  &  wish  you  may  be 
able  to  procure  some  Money  which  is  so  extremely  necessary  for  the 
dispatch  of  Affairs.  As  to  the  preparations,  all  the  Pap[er]s  I  have  re- 
ceiv'd being  in  N  York,  I  can  only  say  that  everythg.  will  be  wanted 
that  maytend  to  shew  the  Approbation  of  the  State  either  of  their  own 
Claim  or  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Company.  Particularly  I  think 
there  was  an  Act  of  Assembly  enabling  the  Compy.  to  sell  or  locate 
their  Lands  or  something  of  that  Nature  which  I  Imagine  might  be 
very  serviceable,  but  do  not  now  remember  to  have  found  it  among 
the  Papers  transmitted  to  me.2  You  will  I  hope  be  able  to  procure  it  as 
well  as  whatever  Else  may  be  useful,  &  be  at  N  York  at  farthest  by  the 
time  you  mention  where  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  you  &  am 

FC  (CtHi:  Johnson  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  William  Samuel  Johnson. 

1  For  which  see  Susquehannah  Co.  Papers,  8:252.  Johnson  drafted  the  present  letter  on 
the  verso  of  Judd's  letter  to  him. 

2  For  this  October  1773  Connecticut  act,  see  ibid..  5:176-77.  For  the  background  of 
this  issue,  see  also  Hugh  Williamson  to  John  Dickinson,  January  14;  and  David  Jackson 
to  George  Bryan,  July  13,  notes  1  and  2. 


Abiel  Foster  to  Unknown 

Sir.  New  York  20th.  August  1 785 

I  received  yours  dated  Providence  July  ninth,  and  agreeable  to  your 
desire  have  made  enquiry  respecting  the  pay  of  the  Men  who  served 
on  board  Alliance,  Capt.  Barry1  The  Board  of  Treasury  now  perform 
the  duties  of  the  Agent  of  Marine  and  it  is  their  business  to  pay  the 
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Men  who  have  not  received  their  wages.  I  have  laid  your  Letter  before 
them,  &  have  been  informed  that  they  have  not  at  present  Money  for 
the  payment.  When  the  state  of  the  Treasury  will  permit  they  will 
make  payment  in  New  York,  but  are  at  present  of  the  opinion,  that  it 
will  not  soon  be  in  their  power.  If  the  Delegates  from  New  Hampshire 
for  the  next  year  should  have  an  order  they  might  perhaps  obtain,  & 
transmit  it  to  the  persons  to  whom  it  is  due. 

I  am  Sir  your  very  humble  Servt.  Abiel  Foster 

RC  (PHC:  Roberts  Collection). 

1  Foster's  correspondent  has  not  been  identified,  and  no  1785  documents  bearing 
upon  this  case  have  been  found  in  the  PCC,  but  for  the  abortive  mutiny  against  John 
Barry  that  erupted  in  November  1 782  over  the  navy's  failure  to  pay  overdue  wages  to 
the  crew  of  the  Alliance  and  the  captain's  subsequent  correspondence  with  the  superin- 
tendent of  finance  on  this  problem,  see  William  Bell  Clark,  Gallant  John  Barry, 
1745-1803  (New  York:  Macmillan  Co.,  1938),  pp.  280-85;  Morris,  Papers  (Ferguson), 
7:180-82,  643-46;  and  Morris  to  the  President  of  Congress  (second  letter),  May  22, 
1783,  ibid.,  vol.  8  (forthcoming). 


Samuel  Holten  to  John  Witherspoon 

My  dear  Sir,  New  York  20th  Aug.  1785. 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  attention  of  the  16th  in  answer 
would  observe,  that  I  make  no  doubt  Dr.  Gordon  delivered  the  pack- 
age agreeably  to  my  mind,  for  it  was  my  intention  not  to  stand  upon 
small  matters  with  you,  and  as  you  are  pleased  to  leave  it  with  me,  as 
to  what  abatement  I  will  make  of  the  70  dollars,  I  will  therefore  name 
65  at  being  less  than  I  should  have  been  willing  to  have  taken  of  any 
other  person.  I  expect  to  return  about  the  last  of  Septr.  or  first  of  Oc- 
tober, and  must  leave  it  wholely  with  you  to  remit  me  the  money  in 
such  way  as  you  can  do  it  with  most  convenience.  The  letter  enclosed 
in  yours  addressed  to  Mr  Wilson  I  delivered  to  Dr.  Rodgers. 

With  the  most  perfect  consideration  &  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant 

FC  (MHi:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten.  Addressed:  "Rev.  Dr. 
Witherspoon." 


Rufus  King  to  Thomas  Ivers 

Sir,  New  York  20th  August  1 785 

Mr.  Avery  wrote  me  some  weeks  since  that  he  had  a  warrant  in  my 
favor  on  your  Office,  but  that  from  the  embarrassments  of  the  Trea- 
sury, you  was  uncertain  when  it  would  be  paid. 
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I  desire  only  to  remark  to  you  that  the  Situation  of  the  Delegates, 
being  wholly  abroad,  is  different  from  that  of  any  other  Officers  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  as  their  expences  are  constant  it  would  be  conve- 
nient that  their  pay  should  be  equally  so. 

I  question  not  your  disposition  upon  this  subject,  but  should  be 
obliged  if  you  will  inform  me  when  I  may  draw  upon  you  for  the 
amount  of  the  warrant  referred  to. 

With  entire  consideration  and  esteem  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your 
obedient  servant,  R  King 

RC  (TxU:  Hanley  Collection). 


Charles  Thomson  to  James  Bowdoin 

Sir,  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress  Aug  20,  1 785 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  an  Act  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  being  the  result  of  their  mature 
deliberation  on  your  letter  of  the  8th  which  was  laid  before  them  by 
the  honble.  the  Delegates  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
touching  the  disrespectful  and  indecent  conduct  of  capt  Stanhope;1 
and  I  have  it  in  charge  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  Congress  con- 
sider the  dignity  of  each  of  the  States  as  inseparably  connected  with 
that  of  the  Union  and  therefore  that  it  shall  on  every  occasion  experi- 
ence their  care  and  attention. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  Excellency's 
Most  obedient  &  Most  humble  Servt,  CT. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  Capt.  Henry  Stanhope,  commander  of  the  British  frigate  Mercury  anchored  in 
Boston  harbor,  had  complained  to  Governor  Bowdoin  of  "the  continued  insults  and  dis- 
graceful indignities  offered  by  hundreds  in  this  town  to  me  and  my  Officers,"  and  Bow- 
doin had  responded  that  foreigners  could  obtain  redress  of  such  injuries  in  the  courts 
of  Massachusetts,  observing  that  "disturbances"  of  this  nature  were  common  in  popu- 
lous seaports.  Interpreting  Bowdoin 's  reply  as  an  insult,  Stanhope  indignantly  shot  back 
a  protest  and  asserted  that  Bowdoin's  "disinclination  ...  to  correct  such  notorious  in- 
sults" stood  in  contrast  to  "the  laws  and  customs  of  Nations  in  similar  cases."  Bowdoin 
thereupon  protested  Stanhope's  "insolence  and  abuse,"  and  Stanhope  responded  again 
in  kind. 

Considering  the  matter  an  international  issue,  Bowdoin  wrote  an  account  of  the  en- 
tire affair  to  Massachusetts'  congressional  delegates,  enclosing  copies  of  the  five  letters 
exchanged  with  Stanhope,  and  directing  that  it  be  laid  before  Congress  "that  they  may 
take  such  measures  concerning  it  as  their  wisdom  and  a  sense  of  their  own  honour  shall 
dictate."  The  governor's  letter  was  immediately  referred  to  the  secretary  for  foreign  af- 
fairs, John  Jay,  who  reported  that  although  Bowdoin's  conduct  was  "perfectly  proper 
[and]  that  the  Captain's  reply  was  highly  disrespectful, "  he  nevertheless  believed  that 
"no  complaint  or  application  for  redress  should  be  made  by  Congress  to  His  Britannic 
Majesty  on  the  subject  in  question."  He  went  on  to  explain,  however,  that  "it  would  be 
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proper  to  transmit  these  papers  to  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Lon- 
don" lot  communication  !o  the  British  ministry,  along  with  assurances  that  the  United 
States  wished  to  avoid  increasing  animosity  and  to  promote  mutual  goodwill  between 
the  two  countries. 

Jay's  report  was  adopted  by  Congress  on  August  18,  with  the  additional  order  that  it 
"be  transmitted  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States"  together  with  copies  of  Bow- 
doin's  and  Stanhope's  letters.  See/CC,  29:626n,  637-47;  PCC,  item  65,  2:281-94;  Diplo- 
matic Correspondence,  1783-89,  2:387-96;  and  Thomson  to  the  States,  August  22. 


William  Grayson  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir  New  York  Augt.  21st.  1785. 

Your  favor  of  '  has  come  to  hand;  I  am  sorry  to  hear  the  doc- 

trine of  paper  money  begins  to  rear  up  it's  head  in  our  State.  This  sub- 
ject has  been  so  well  investigated  at  different  periods  that  I  can  hardly 
think  any  reasonable  man  can  advocate  it,  unless  for  the  purpose  of 
advancing  some  object  of  interest;  I  remember  in  the  old  Government 
that  our  exchange  rose  to  65  Per  Ct.  This  alarmed  the  merchants  so 
much  that  the  King  determined  to  give  his  assent  to  no  more  paper 
money  bills.  Agreable  to  your  request  I  have  made  inquiry  respecting 
the  paper  money  of  Pensylvany;  I  understand  from  Colo.  Biddle  that  it 
is  in  a  state  of  depreciation.  It  will  however  buy  goods,  under  the  in- 
convenience of  an  additional  advance;  almost  every  body  says  it  is 
mighty  good,  yet  nobody  will  part  with  ready  money  for  it  at  an  equal 
exchange.  As  I  go  through  Philada.  on  my  return  to  Virginia  I  will 
make  the  most  minute  investigation  into  the  matter  and  furnish  you 
with  the  result  of  my  inquiries  in  time  for  the  meeting  of  our  Assem- 
bly. 

We  have  done  very  little  since  I  wrote  you  last;  the  States  have  been 
so  irregularly  represented,  that  it  has  been  impracticable  to  act  upon 
any  matter  of  consequence;  the  requisition  is  still  before  Congress, 
and  I  expect  will  pass  as  soon  as  a  sufficient  number  of  States  are 
upon  the  floor.  It  rests  however  at  present  on  principles  which  are  not 
intirely  advantageous  to  our  State;2  although  from  a  disposition  which 
has  lately  appeared  I  think  the  State  will  be  able  to  get  better  terms.  I 
agree  with  you  intirely  as  to  the  necessity  of  a  requisition  at  any  rate. 
Otherwise  the  public  Creditors  might  be  so  clamorous,  as  to  render 
the  Govermnt.  in  some  degree  odious. 

The  Mint  is  still  before  Congress,  and  it  is  uncertain  whether  any- 
thing will  be  done  in  it  this  year.3  The  Post  Office  is  also  under  consid- 
eration, and  I  am  apt  to  believe  the  following  alteration  will  take  effect: 

To  transfer  the  transportation  of  the  Mail  to  the  Stages;  8c  to  oblige 
all  Sea  Captains  to  deliver  in  their  letters  to  the  Post  Office  before 
they  are  admitted  to  an  entry.  The  first  alteration  will  furnish  three 
mails  a  week  through  our  State,  &  with  much  more  expedition. 
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A  Post  to  Canada  from  New  York  is  talk'd  of,  also  one  from  Alexan- 
dria to  fort  Pitt.4  The  change  of  the  9th  article  of  the  confederation 
hath  been  the  subject  of  debate  for  two  day's,  8c  I  expect  will  be  taken 
up  shortly  again;  there  appears  to  be  a  variety  of  objections  to  the 
change,  &  I  imagine  the  Members  will  not  even  consent  to  a  recom- 
mendation witht.  previous  instructions  from  the  legislatures. 

A  commission  has  pass'd  Congress  to  negotiate  with  &  Mr.  Gardo- 
qui,  under  the  direction  of  Congress;  nothing  has  as  yet  transpired, 
neither  can  I  form  any  idea  of  what  will  be  the  result.  There  has  been 
no  other  information  from  Mr.  Adams,  except  that  he  hath  been  re- 
ceived according  to  the  established  forms.  Mr.  Marbois  has  withdrawn 
the  application  for  Lonchamp. 

A  nephew  of  mine  has  been  here  &  giv'n  me  an  account  of  the  Con- 
vention at  Kentucki:  from  which  I  conclude  an  application  will  be 
made  to  our  legislature  to  grant  them  independance.5  This  matter  has 
been  the  subject  of  conversation  here,  &  an  opinion  begins  to  prevail 
that  a  State  has  no  right  to  dismember  itself  witht.  the  previous  con- 
sent of  the  U.  S.  Indeed  this  doctrine  appears  to  me  to  be  founded  on 
the  nature  of  things,  8c  to  require  no  comment  to  support  it.  Should 
our  legislature  take  up  this  opinion  I  presume  the  negotiation  will  be 
carried  on  through  Congress,  when  an  admission  into  the  confedera- 
tion may  be  stipulated  at  the  same  time  the  actual  dismembrement 
takes  effect.  I  do  not  know  that  it  will  be  for  the  interest  of  our  State 
to  withhold  independance  from  them  although  asked  at  an  unreason- 
able time  for  themselves,  yet  it  surely  is  a  matter  of  consequence  to 
her,  that  at  the  time  they  cease  to  be  a  part  of  Virginia,  they  become  a 
part  of  the  fcederal  Union;  The  different  States  can  have  no  other  in- 
terest in  this  event  than  that  of  dismembering  the  State  of  Virga.  of 
whose  magnitude  they  are  jealous:  They  are  then  gratified  with  a  sim- 
ple dismembrement  witht.  admitting  the  new  State  into  the  Con- 
federation; Will  it  not  therefore  be  proper  to  make  the  dismembre- 
ment &r  admission  into  the  Union  Co-existent  acts  8c  mutually 
dependant  on  each  other.  There  seems  to  be  another  reason  why  this 
mode  should  be  preferred;  the  conditions  for  the  security  of  property 
8c  other  matters  will  be  more  likely  to  be  observed,  if  the  pacta  con- 
venta  are  tripartite,  8c  the  U.  S.  as  one  of  the  dramatis  persona?  can  be 
induced  to  guaranty  them;  indeed  if  the  new  State  is  to  take  upon  it- 
self the  payment  of  any  part  of  the  public  debt  I  should  think  it 
proper  the  U.  S.  should  admit  it  to  become  debtor  pro  tanto  &  the 
old  one  exonerated  in  the  same  proportion.  These  are  thoughts  at 
first  new,  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  ideas  on  this  subject  much  more 
proper  have  suggested  themselves  to  your  mind. 

The  federal  buildings  at  Trenton  seems  rather  to  lose  than  to  gain 
ground.  A  third  Commissioner  is  wanting  without  whom  the  other  two 
are  useless  8c  a  sufficient  number  of  States  has  not  yet  been  found  to 
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appoint  him.  I  believe  the  30,000  dollars  in  the  requisition  for  the 
construction  of  these  buildings  will  not  stand.6  Some  of  the  Eastern 
States  have  kick'd  up  about  the  money.  If  it  was  not  for  fear  of  the  im- 
putation of  instability  I  would  as  soon  as  No.  Carolina  is  represented 
move  to  adjourn  to  Philada;  perhaps  this  is  at  present  the  properest 
place  at  least  till  we  can  see  our  way  clearer  to  the  Westward. 

Mr.  Jay  is  directed  to  report  the  number  of  Consuls  necessary  &  the 
places  of  destination.  Some  gentlemen  are  of  opinion  we  may  have 
Consuls  witht.  treaties.7  Our  friend  Colo.  Monroe  sets  out  in  a  day  or 
two  for  the  Indian  Treaty  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami:  from 
thence  he  proceeds  to  Kentucki  on  some  private  business  8c  so 
through  the  Wilderness  to  Virga.  From  yr.  Affect,  fd.  &  Most  Obed. 
Servt.  Willm.  Grayson 

N.B.  I  imagine  you  have  heard  the  Consular  Convention  with  France 
is  arrived,  but  not  yet  confirmed. 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  Left  blank  in  RC;  no  recent  letter  from  Madison  to  Grayson  has  been  found. 

2  See  Monroe  to  Madison,  July  12,  note  1. 

3  See  Grayson  to  Washington,  July  25,  note  5. 

4  Congress'  interest  in  new  modes  of  conveying  the  mails  had  been  stimulated  in 
April  by  a  petition  from  Nathaniel  Twining,  chief  proprietor  of  a  stage  line  from  New 
York  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  offering  to  deliver  the  mails  by  stages  in  half  the  time  taken  by 
postal  riders,  "for  much  less  expense  than  it  now  is,"  and  with  an  attending  increase  in 
postal  revenue.  He  later  proposed  extending  his  route  from  Petersburg,  Va.,  to  Savan- 
nah, Ga.  Twining's  petition  was  referred  on  April  4  to  the  committee  appointed  in 
March  to  prepare  an  ordinance  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  post  office  which  was 
also  assigned  on  April  26  a  memorial  from  Udny  Hay  who  was  seeking  a  contract  to 
carry  the  mail  from  Albany  to  Canada.  On  June  30  the  committee's  chairman,  William 
Houstoun,  moved  that  the  postmaster  general  be  ordered  "to  report  the  best  terms 
upon  which  contracts  may  be  entered  into,  for  the  transportation  of  the  several  Mails, 
in  the  stage  carriages  on  the  different  roads,  where  such  stage  carriages  are  or  may  be 
established."  In  his  report  read  July  12  Hazard  recommended  routes  only  from  New 
York  to  Albany  and  from  Philadelphia  to  Petersburg,  Va.  While  admitting  that  in  some 
cases  stage  proprietors  could  "carry  the  Mails  for  less  than  it  now  costs,"  he  regarded 
their  demands  as  "exorbitant,"  and  complained  of  the  possible  discharge  of  hitherto 
faithful  postal  riders.  On  July  18  Hazard  reported  further  on  several  other  letters,  peti- 
tions and  reports  that  he  had  received,  some  from  competing  carriers.  Disagreeing  with 
his  assessment,  Congress  ordered  Hazard  on  September  7  to  let  contracts  for  the  con- 
veyance of  the  mails  by  stages  from  Portsmouth,  N.H.,  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  from  New 
York  to  Albany.  See  fCC,  28:159n,  231n,  243n,  308n,  365n,  488-89,  29:526-29,  541n, 
550n,  684-85;  and  PCC,  item  41,  4:255-57,  10:199-203,  item  61,  fols.  195-234,  item 
190,  fols.  21,  26.  For  further  clarification  of  this  order,  see  Charles  Thomson  to  Hazard, 
October  6.  For  Hazard's  feeble  support  of  the  fledgling  stagecoach  establishments  and 
his  eventual  dismissal,  see  Oliver  W.  Holmes,  "Shall  Stagecoaches  Carry  the  Mail?  A  De- 
bate of  the  Confederation  Period,"  WMQ,  20  (October  1963):  555-73. 

5  In  fact,  the  settlers  of  Kentucky  had  presented  at  least  five  petitions  to  Virginia  and 
four  to  Congress  between  1780  and  1784  appealing  for  separate  statehood.  With  its  ac- 
ceptance of  Virginia's  land  cession  in  March  1784,  however,  Congress  had  formally  rec- 
ognized Virginia's  authority  over  Kentucky,  for  which  see  these  Letters,  21:377n.3.  When 
a  convention  of  Kentucky  delegates  met  at  Danville  in  December  1784  they  launched 
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what  one  scholar  calls  the  "second  statehood  movement."  At  their  second  convention  in 
May  1785,  the  one  to  which  Grayson  is  referring,  they  focused  on  grievances  against  Vir- 
ginia and  adopted  a  declaration  of  independence.  The  delegates  also  called  for  a  third 
meeting  in  August  to  prepare  a  petition  for  separation  which  was  presented  to  the  Vir- 
ginia legislature  in  October  and  referred  to  a  special  committee  chaired  by  Madison 
which  recommended  Kentucky  statehood.  Madison  had  also  consulted  with  Kentucky 
leaders  for  months  on  the  drafting  of  a  constitution.  See  Madison,  Papers  (Hutchinson), 
8:244n.2,  267,  287n.3,  314,  323n.2,  350-58,  376-78,  441-42,  478;  and  Patricia  Watling- 
ton,  The  Partisan  Spirit:  Kentucky  Politics,  1779-1792  (New  York:  Atheneum;  Published  for 
the  Institute  of  Early  American  History  and  Culture  at  Williamsburg,  Virginia,  1972), 
pp.  76-78,  81-105. 

6  See  Grayson  to  Madison,  May  1,  note  10;  and  Grayson  to  Washington,  October  3,  note  1. 

7  On  August  9  Congress  had  ordered  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  "to  report  the 
number  of  Consuls  and  Vice  consuls  necessary  to  be  appointed  by  Congress,  and  the 
foreign  ports  in  which  they  should  respectively  reside,"  for  which  see/CC,  29:621;  and 
Charles  Thomson  to  John  Jay,  October  6. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Charles  Thomson 

Sir,  Philadelphia  August  21st.  1785 

The  letter  that  you  favored  me  with  on  the  18th  instant  reached  me 
yesterday  after  the  post  had  left  the  City,  so  that  the  papers  enclosed 
for  my  signature  must  be  detained  until  next  post  day,  unless  Doctr. 
Gardener  should  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  more  quickly  conveying 
them.  With  the  returned  papers  you  will  receive  also  enclosed  a  letter 
from  the  honorable  Mr.  Rutledge,  and  one  from  Lt.  Colo.  Harmer, 
both  which  I  received  yesterday.1  I  pray  you  Sir  to  accept  my  thanks 
for  your  obliging  wishes  for  the  recovery  of  my  health,  which  is  cer- 
tainly better  than  when  I  left  New  York. 

I  am,  with  much  esteem,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble 
servant,  Richard  Henry  Lee. 

RC(DNA:PCC,  item  78). 

1  For  these  letters  from  John  Rutledge  and  Josiah  Harmar,  both  dated  August  1  and 
read  in  Congress  August  24,  see  JCC,  29:654,  655n;  and  PCC,  item  78,  19:501-3,  item 
163,  fols.  480-82. 


Pierse  Long  to  John  Langdon 

Sr.  New  York  Aug.  2 1  st.  1 785 

Your  Excelly.  no  doubt  in  perusing  the  late  Journals  of  Congress 
have  seen  your  delegates,  negative,  to  every  motion  respecting  the 
building  a  federal  Town,  our  reasons  therefor  were  not  because  we 
disliked  the  measure,  But  that  we  supposed  ourselves  very  unable  at 
this  time  to  engage  in  a  matter  of  such  moment,  when  we  were  in  no 
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condition  to  pay  the  intrest  arrising  on  our  public  debts — and  if  the 
land  was  to  be  purchased — and  the  Town  built,  it  must  be  done  with 
moneys  to  be  borrowed.  It  has  been  suggested  that  should  we  miss  this 
oppertunity  of  erecting  this  Town  on  the  Deleware,  that  the  southern 
gentlemen  will  have  influence  sufficient  to  get  the  permanent  resi- 
dence of  Congress  on  the  Petomac.  For  my  part  I  have  no  such  fears 
about  me,  nor  do  I  think  it  can  possibly  be  admitted  by  a  mind  suscep- 
tible of  consideration — when  we  reflect  that  their  are  thirteen  states  in 
the  union,  Six  to  the  No.  Ward,  &  six  to  the  southwd.  of  Pennsylvania, 
that,  that  state  having  the  castg.  vote,  will  consent  that  the  town  shall 
be  built  on  the  Petomac  in  preference  to  its  being  on  the  Deleware, 
and  until  we  have  another  southern  State,  acknowledged  &  that  can- 
not possibly  be  agreed  to,  I  think  (unless  that  power  can  be  ballanced 
by  acknowledging  a  Northern  State)  we  are  very  well  as  we  are,  and 
run  no  risk  of  going  far  from  the  Deleware. 

I  expect  the  question  for  advanceg.  money  for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing this  Town  will  soon  come  forward1 — and  my  wishing  for  advice 
from  your  Excelly  in  this  matter  has  induced  me  to  beg  your  opinion 
respecting  the  same,  as  soon  as  you  can  with  convenience.  I  wrote  a 
letter  and  Joined  my  Colleague  in  another  to  his  Excelly  the  late  Presi- 
dent on  the  subject,2  but  was  never  so  happy  as  to  get  an  answer,  or 
any  directions. 

Your  Excelly  must  be  convinced  that  our  opposition  to  this  measure 
arises  from  a  conviction  of  our  inability,  only.  For  you  may  be  assured 
that  were  we  able  no  person  on  earth  would  be  more  in  earnest  to 
bring  about  the  same.  For  when  Congress  has  a  fixed  residence,  they 
will  be  better  respected  both  at  home  and  abroad — Their  Acts  &  re- 
solves paid  more  attention  to — And  the  Union  so  cemented,  that  a 
dissolution  could  not  possibly  take  place. 

In  conformity  to  your  directions  Mr  Sullivan  was  elected  by  Con- 
gress a  surveyor  of  lands  in  the  Western  territory  for  the  state  of  N.H. 
I  did  myself  the  Honr.  to  advise  your  Excelly.  thereof  by  Mr  Sheafe 
who  left  this  City  4  or  5  days  ago.3  And  by  whom  the  Secy,  of  Congress 
has  gave  Mr  Sullivan  Official  notice  that  he  may  proceed  on  the  busi- 
ness of  his  appointment  without  loss  of  time. 

I  have  the  Honr  to  be  Your  Excelly's  Most  Obt.  HI.  Serv, 

Pierse  Long 

RC  (NHi:  Miscellaneous  Manuscripts). 

1  For  the  September  22  debate  on  this  appropriation,  in  the  context  of  ascertaining  the 
Continental  requisition  for  1785,  see/CC,  29:734-35. 

2  See  New  Hampshire  Delegates  to  Meshech  Weare,  February  27,  1785. 

3  See  New  Hampshire  Delegates  to  Langdon,  August  17. 
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Samuel  Holten  to  William  Gordon 

My  dear  Sir,  New  York  22d  Aug.  1 785. 

I  think  I  am  indebted  to  you  for  a  letter  before,  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  you  last:  but  this  is  to  inquire  after  your  health  fearing  it  may 
have  suffered  in  your  late  journey. 

You  may  recollect  I  mentiond  to  you  my  opinion  respecting  altering 
the  confederation,  or  making  farther  attempts  to  do  it.  And  I  am 
more  confirmed  in  that  opinion  since  you  left  us,  from  the  debates  in 
Congress,  upon  the  necessity  of  each  State  being  represented  by  three 
members,  or  that  three  members  should  always  attend  Congress  while 
they  are  sitting;  this  appears  to  Congress  to  be  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance to  our  new  Government,  8c  unless  the  States  can  be  convinced 
of  it,  &  effectual  measures  taken  to  keep  up  a  full  representation,  our 
federal  union  will  soon  tremble  to  the  foundation,  8c  I  fear  this  will  be 
the  case  before  the  states  will  be  convinced:  the  business  of  Congress, 
in  my  opinion,  this  year,  might  have  been  done  in  six  months,  and  we 
have  been  together  almost  ten,  doing  the  public  business,  and  endeav- 
oring to  make  a  Congress  to  do  it;  and  a  great  part  of  the  most  impor- 
tant business  is  still  unfinished,  8c  there,  for  ought  I  know,  must  re- 
main forever;  but  this  may  be  said  to  be  owing  to  a  fault  in  the 
confederation.  I  answer,  that  will  not  be  allowed  by  the  most  observ- 
ing persons  here,  for  I  believe  Congress,  would  be  at  a  great  loss  what 
to  propose  as  an  amendment  if  the  confederation  was  now  before 
them  for  that  purpose.  Congress  have  taken  several  methods  hereto- 
fore, by  writing  to  the  supreme  Executives,  and  otherwise,  to  bring  on 
the  members  of  Congress,  but  nothing  as  yet  answers  the  purpose:  a 
few  days  since  they  have  come  into  a  number  of  additional  resolutions 
upon  the  subject,  &  ordered  a  list  of  the  attendance  of  the  several 
members  to  be  laid  monthly  before  the  several  Legislators,1  8c  to  en- 
deavor to  convince  them  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  their  attention  to 
the  same  and  that  whatever  the  consequences  may  be  to  the  Union, 
from  the  States  not  being  fully  represented,  the  members  attending 
have  done  their  duty. 

Congress  have  taken  into  consideration  the  conduct  of  Capt.  Stan- 
hope to  Govt.  Bowdoin,  8c  I  hope  his  Excellency  will  be  satisfied  with 
their  proceedings;  I  would  forward  him  a  copy,  but  it  is  ordered  to  be 
done  officially.2  I  believe  you  was  sensible  while  here,  that  I  had  taken 
pains  to  have  Doctor  Rodgers  appointed  one  of  the  chaplains  of  Con- 
gress,3 8c  it  gives  me  satisfaction  to  find  he  is  so  well  liked,  by  the  mem- 
bers in  general. 

The  President  of  Congress  being  out  of  health,  has  taken  leave  of  us 
for  the  present,  &  by  a  resolution  of  Congress;  a  chairman  is  to  conduct 
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the  affairs  in  his  absence,  8c  being  honored  with  the  appointment,4 1  do 
not  expect  to  have  the  pleasure  of  making  you  my  personal  respects  till 
after  the  first  Monday  in  November.  As  you  are  sensible,  I  am  permit- 
ted by  my  constituents  to  hold  a  seat  untill  that  time. 
I  remain,  your  obliged  friend  and  humble  servant 

FC  (DLC:  Hotter)  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  See  Charles  Thomson  to  the  States,  August  24  (second  letter). 

2  See  Charles  Thomson  to  James  Bowdoin,  August  20. 
s  Cf.  Holten  to  Nathan  Holt,  June  23,  note  2. 

4  See  JCC,  29:631.  Writing  in  his  new  capacity  as  "chairman"  of  Congress,  Holten  this 
day  also  wrote  the  following  letter  to  President  Richard  Henry  Lee,  who  had  gone  to 
Philadelphia  for  his  health. 

"The  enclosed  was  delivered  me  this  day  in  Congress,  &  by  the  address  I  concluded  it 
to  be  a  public  letter,  &  opened  the  same,  but  fm[d]ing  it  respected  private  business,  I 
immediately  folded  it,  &  now  have  the  Honor  of  forwarding  it  to  your  Excellency." 
Holten  Papers,  DLC. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Israel  Hutchinson 

My  dear  Sir  New  york  22d  Aug.  1 785. 

I  have  been  favoured  with  your  attention  of  the  23d  of  July  &  thank 
you  for  the  intelligence  therein  contained.  All  my  correspondents  give 
me  nearly  the  same  Account,  that  there  was  no  intention  in  the  court 
to  cast  a  slight  upon  me;  but  that  some  particular  members  were  will- 
ing that  I  should  be  considered  as  not  eligible  might  be  the  case,  & 
votes  prepared  accordingly.  The  matter  has  been  taken  notice  of  by 
my  particular  friends  here,  and  inquiry  made  for  the  True  reason,  &  it 
is  said  by  all  that  it  appears  to  be  a  mistake,  supposing  me  not  eligible, 
and  that  being  the  case,  they  say  surely  the  court  will  set  the  matter 
right  when  they  come  together  again,  as  they  have  appointed  but  five 
gentlemen  when  they  have  a  right  to  elect  seven;  however,  the  honor- 
ble  court  will  conduct  as  they  think  most  proper. 

Last  week,  the  President  of  Congress  being  out  of  health  took  leave 
of  us  for  the  present,  and  in  that  case  a  chairman  is  to  be  appointed  to 
conduct  the  affairs  in  Congress,  &  the  ballots  being  taken  I  was  unani- 
mously elected.  I  am  sensible  of  the  high  honor  done  me  by  the 
united  States  in  Congress  assembled  8c  am  endeavoring  to  discharge 
the  important  business  expected  of  me  but  I  fear  it  will  be  too  much 
for  my  health  this  hot  weather.  Please  to  make  my  respects  to  Mrs. 
Hutchinson,  and  &  believe  me  to  remain,  your  obliged  friend  and 
humble  servant. 

FC  (MNS:  Hiram  Putnam  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 
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David  Howell  to  William  Greene 

Sir.  New  York  Aug.  22.  1785. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  certificate  from  the  Secretary  at  War 
by  which  it  appears  that  the  Widow  8c  children  of  the  late  Colonel 
Christopher  Green  are  entitled  to  seven  years  half-pay  under  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress  of  Aug.  24,  1780,  to  commence  from  the  14th  day 
of  May  1781,  the  time  of  his  death.  The  same  resolution  also  recom- 
mends to  the  State  to  make  provision  for  paying  this  allowance  on  ac- 
count of  the  U.  States;  as  by  reference  thereto  will  fully  appear.1 

A  regard  to  the  memory  of  that  worthy  officer  has  induced  me  to 
make  this  communication — what  measures  it  may  be  proper  for  the 
Hon.  the  General  Assembly  to  take  on  this  Subject  is  submitted,  with 
great  deference,  to  their  justice  8c  wisdom,  by  Your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  8c  very  humble  Servant,  David  Howell 

RC  (R-Ar:  Letters  to  Governors). 
iSee/CC,  17:773. 


Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin 

Sir,  New  York  22d  August  1 785 

In  the  Letter  which  We  had  the  Honor  of  addressing  to  You  the 
18th  Inst.,  We  acknowledged  the  Receipt  of  your  Excellency's  Letter 
of  the  8th,  8c  have  now  the  Satisfaction  of  inclosing  You  the  proceed- 
ings of  Congress  on  the  Subject  of  Capt  Stanhope's  disrespectful  Con- 
duct towards  your  Excellency.  Congress,  conceiving  that  there  would 
be  a  manifest  Impropriety  in  entering  on  their  public  Journals  those 
proceedings,  untill  their  Effect  shall  be  known,  have  ordered  them  for 
the  present  to  be  placed  on  the  secret  Journals,  &  at  the  same  Time, 
to  manifest  their  Abhorrence  of  Capt  Stanhope's  Insolence,  8c  their 
firm  Intention  to  support  to  the  utmost  of  their  Abilities  the  Dignity 
of  the  Governments  of  the  several  States,  they  have  ordered  a  Copy  of 
your  Excellency's  Letter  &  Inclosures  to  the  Delegates,  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress  thereon,  to  be  transmitted  to  each  of  the  Execu- 
tives for  their  Information.1 

We  submit  to  your  Excellency's  Consideration  the  Expediency  of  or- 
dering Depositions  to  be  taken  8c  transmitted  without  Delay  to  Mr 
Adams  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  London,  touching  the  Conduct  of 
Capt  Stanhope  in  exchanging  his  Ensign  as  he  passed  the  Castle — the 
assaults  being  made  on  him  by  a  Sailor  who  having  been  a  prisoner  of 
Capt  Stanhope's  during  the  War,  complained  of  his  abuse  whilst  in 
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Captivity;  the  Interference  of  the  Sheriff  8c  Citizens  of  Boston  for  the 
protection  of  Capt  Stanhope  &  Restoration  of  good  Order:  &  likewise, 
any  other  Facts  that  may  be  necessary  to  support  the  Application  of 
Congress,  &  to  invalidate  any  Misrepresentations  that  may  be  made  by 
Capt  Stanhope. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  perfect  Respect,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedt  &  most  humble  Servts.  E.  Gerry. 

S.  Holten 

Rufus  King. 

RC  (MHi:  Bowdoin-Temple  Collection).  Written  by  Gerry  and  signed  by  Gerry,  Holten, 
and  King. 

1  See  the  following  entry. 


Charles  Thomson  to  the  States 

Sir,        (Circular)         Secretary's  Office  of  Congress.  August  22d.  1785. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  an  Act  of  Congress 
touching  the  disrespectful  and  indecent  Conduct  of  Captain  Stan- 
hope as  stated  in  a  Letter  of  the  8th  from  His  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor of  Massachusetts,  and  Manifested  in  a  correspondence  between 
His  Excellency  and  the  said  Stanhope.1 

Although  Congress  have  not  thought  it  expedient  to  make  this  a 
public  Act,2  they  have  nevertheless  ordered  a  Copy  thereof  with  the 
Letters  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States,  for 
their  particular  information. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency's  Most 
Obedient  and  Most  Humble  Servant.  Cha  Thomson 

RC  (DLC:  Nicholas  Van  Dyke  Papers).  Addressed:  "His  Excellency  The  President  of  the 
State  of  Delaware."  LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  For  the  enclosed  "Act"  and  correspondence  between  the  governor  of  Massachusetts 
and  Capt.  Henry  Stanhope  of  the  British  frigate  Mercury  stationed  at  Boston,  see  Thom- 
son to  James  Bowdoin,  August  20,  note. 

2  At  this  point  in  the  LB,  Thomson  wrote  and  lined  out:  "or  to  publish  it  in  their  daily 
journal." 


Elbridge  Gerry  et  al.  to 
John  Adams  and  Thomas  Jefferson 

Dear  Sir  New  York  23d  August  1 785 

We  have  the  honor  of  addressing  this  by  our  worthy  friend,  the  hon- 
orable Mr.  Sayre,  who  was  formerly  Sheriff  of  London.1 
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The  active  part,  which  at  the  commencement  of  the  revolution,  he 
took  in  favor  of  America,  is,  we  presume,  too  well  known  to  you,  to  re- 
quire a  relation:  and  the  loss  he  sustained,  in  consequence  of  his  oppo- 
sition to  the  british  ministry,  is  not  less  a  matter  of  general  information. 

These  considerations  have  induced  his  friends,  in  this  quarter,  to 
express  a  wish  that  he  should  be  employed  in  some  public  office 
under  Congress,  wherein  he  can  render  service  to  the  United  States, 
in  a  manner  that  shall  be  consistent  with  his  honor,  and  their  interest. 

It  so  happens,  at  this  time,  that  there  is  no  appointment  of  that  de- 
scription, to  which  we  can  nominate  him,  but  there  is  an  office,  which 
he  will  probably  accept,  and  the  right  of  filling  it,  is  vested  by  Con- 
gress, in  yourself  and  his  Excellency  Mr.  Adams:  we  mean  the  depart- 
ment for  conducting  the  treaty  with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  and  the 
other  Barbary  Powers. 

Should  you  be  disposed  to  employ  Mr.  Sayre  in  this  business:  we 
think  his  knowledge  of  mankind,  his  polite  address,  his  commercial 
and  political  accomplishments,  and  above  all,  his  sense  of  honor,  and 
integrity,  cannot  fail  of  insuring  you  as  great  a  degree  of  success,  as 
the  qualities  of  any  other  person  you  can  employ  in  that  department.2 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  with  perfect  respect,  Your  very  hum- 
ble Servants,  E.  Gerry.  S.  Hardy 

Rufus  King  Jas.  Monroe 

Willm.  Grayson 

RC  (DLC:  Jefferson  Papers).  In  a  clerical  hand  and  signed  by  Gerry,  Grayson,  Hardy, 
King,  and  Monroe.  RC  (MHi:  Adams  Papers).  FC  (NHi:  Rufus  King  Papers).  In  the 
hand  of  Elbridge  Gerry. 

1  For  the  transmission  of  this  letter  to  Adams  and  to  Jefferson  by  Stephen  Sayre  Au- 
gust 25,  see  Jefferson,  Papers  (Boyd),  8:425-26,  442-43. 

2  In  his  October  11  response  directed  to  Gerry,  Jefferson  explained  that  by  the  time 
these  letters  were  delivered  other  arrangements  had  been  made  for  "the  Barbary  nego- 
tiations," as  he  and  Adams  had  already  entrusted  Thomas  Barclay  and  John  Lamb  with 
the  business.  See  ibid.,  pp.  572-73,  604-5. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Samuel  B.  Webb 

Dear  Sir  Tuesday  morn  [August  23,  1785] 

Your  polite  attention  of  Wednesday  last  would  have  been  noticed 
sooner,  had  I  not  intend'd  to  have  done  myself  the  pleasure  of  waiting 
on  you  personally,  but  find  my  engagements  are  such,  it  may  be 
longer  before  1  see  you  than  I  could  wish.  Mr.  Reed  has  caused  your 
name  to  be  put  on  the  nomination  list,1  as  mentiond.  by  you.  I  find 
My  Honorable  Colleagues,  are  in  favor  of  one  Mr.  Robbins  of  Masstts. 
as  a  commissioner  for  Indian  affairs,2  but  I  consider  it  uncertain 
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whether  Congress  will  appoint  another.  Please  to  be  assured  that  it 
would  give  me  pleasure  to  render  you  services. 
I  remain,  with  great  respect,  Your  most  obedient 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten,  and  endorsed  by  him:  "Copy 
of  a  letter  to  General  Webb  23d  Aug.  1785." 

1  No  record  of  Webb's  nomination  by  Jacob  Read  to  any  position  has  been  found  in 
the  PCC.  Webb  had  been  seeking  a  Continental  appointment  since  March,  and  Holten 
had  nominated  him  for  secretary  at  war  on  March  7.  See/CC,  28:125n,  127n. 

2  According  to  Secretary  Charles  Thomson's  committee  book,  the  Massachusetts  del- 
egates had  nominated  a  Mr.  Robins  to  fill  the  position  of  commissioner  for  Indian  af- 
fairs in  the  room  of  Arthur  Lee.  See  JCC,  29:626n;  and  PCC,  item  190,  fol.  4.  Obediah 
Robins  was  a  merchant  trading  with  the  Indians  at  Sandusky  during  this  period.  PCC, 
item  41,  8:347-52. 


David  Howell  to  William  Greene 

Sir,  New  York  Aug.  23,  1 785. 

In  pursuance  of  the  instruction  of  the  Hon.  the  General  Assembly  a 
motion  has  been  made  in  Congress  by  your  delegates  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Thomas  Greene.1 

As  to  any  loss,  or  derangement  of  accounts  or  vouchers  the  resolu- 
tions of  June  3,  1784  seemed  to  your  delegates  to  vest  the  Commis- 
sioners with  every  necessary  power  to  enable  them  to  do  justice;2  and 
these  powers  of  Chancery  are,  by  subsequent  resolutions  expressly  ex- 
tended to  the  Commissioner  of  army  accounts,  &  to  the  Commission- 
ers for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  five  great  departments:  The  only 
necessary  additional  measure  seemed  to  be  that  the  Commissioner  for 
the  State  should  be  authorised  to  settle  Mr.  Greens  accounts  which  by 
the  existing  arrangements  of  Congress  ought  to  be  settled  by  the 
Commissioner  for  the  department  under  which  the  accounts  arose. 

A  resolution  to  this  effect  was  obtained  one  day  &  repeated  the  next 
day  as  the  journals  will  discover;  and  the  motion  of  your  delegates  fi- 
nally referred  to  the  Board  of  War  to  report,  &  their  report  has  not  yet 
made  its  appearance.3 

The  settlement  of  accounts  as  well  those  existing]  betwixt  the  sev- 
eral States  &  the  U.  States,  as  those  existing  betwixt  individuals  &  the 
U.  States  is  an  object  of  great  extent  &  importance  &  engages  much  of 
the  attention  of  Congress.  Individuals  contribute  to  the  public  exi- 
gences with  great  reluctance  while  they  are  not  only  kept  out  of  the 
principal  &  even  interest  due  to  them  from  the  public,  but  cannot 
even  obtain  a  settlement  of  their  accounts:  And  an  apprehension  in 
each  State  almost  in  the  Union  that  they  are  in  advance  compared 
with  their  Sister  States  retards,  or  prevents  those  exertions  which  are 
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necessary  to  put  them  in  capacity  to  send  forward  annually  their 
Quota  to  the  Common  Treasury. 

To  a  settlement  of  accounts  betwixt  the  several  States  8c  the  U. 
States  it  ought  to  be  remembered  that  a  fcederal  rule  of  apportion- 
ment is  indispensable.  It  therefore  becomes  necessary  for  every  State 
to  decide  whether  they  will  adhere  to  the  rule  established  in  the 
eighth  article  of  the  Confederation;  or  adopt  the  alteration  recom- 
mended on  the  18th  day  of  April  1783.4 

It  has  been  &  still  is  my  private  opinion  that  the  whole,  instead  of 
three  fifths  of  the  Blacks  ought  to  have  been  taken  into  the  estima- 
don.  In  that  case  the  rule  might  have  approached  so  nearly  to  justice 
as  to  have  been  admissible,  especially  as  it  has  a  superior  facility  in  Ex- 
ecution: But  whether  it  ought  not  even  as  it  is  to  be  adopted  in  prefer- 
ence to  no  rule — or  the  hazard  of  delay  8c  embarrassment  in  all  our 
pecuniary  operations  is  a  question  of  policy  8c  which  is,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  entitled  to  a  very  serious  consideration.  I  am  happy  that  I 
shall  be  readily  pardoned  for  not  giving  my  advice  on  this  Subject. 

An  attention  to  the  actual  Situation  8c  population  of  the  Southern 
States  where  the  blacks  are  most  numerous  will  suggest  a  probability 
that  in  time  the  proposed  rule  of  apportionment  will  become  less  ob- 
jectionable. After  you  leave  the  Sea  cost,  the  moist  8c  intervail  lands 
near  the  mouth  of  the  great  rivers  8c  pass  on  westward  towards  the 
mountains  &  more  especially  over  the  mountains  westward,  the  lands 
are  cultivated  by  white  people,  whose  method  of  life  8c  manners  are 
similar  to  the  middle  8c  northern  States,  from  which  they  are  mostly 
supplied  with  settlers.  So  that  the  number  of  blacks  compared  with 
the  whites  even  in  those  States  will  probably  diminish  in  future.  And 
for  the  sake  of  humanity  this  is  greatly  to  be  desired.  Should  a  wise 
policy  discontinue  the  importation  of  blacks  their  ratio  to  the  whites 
will  on  this  account  also  diminish — And  even  the  ratio  of  the  States,  in 
which  the  blacks  are  numerous,  to  the  aggregate  of  the  U.  States  will 
gradually  diminish  as  the  tide  of  popvdation  rolls  westward  8c  new 
States  arise  peopled  from  Europe  where  the  Slavery  of  the  blacks  is 
unknown,  or  from  the  northern  States  where  it  is  reprobated.  On  all 
these  accounts  the  proposed  rule  of  quotaing  the  States  will  probably 
in  future  approximate  to  justice. 

In  this  as  in  many  other  cases  a  choice  of  difficulties  only  presents 
itself.  As  it  happens  this  is  only  a  question  of  property  which  does  not 
affect  the  Liberties  of  the  States.  The  consequences  therefore  may  be 
faced  with  less  reluctance. 

The  reception  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Adams  as  Minister  plenipotentiary  at 
the  Court  of  London  has  been  announced  in  the  public  Newspapers. 
From  the  communications  he  has  made  to  Congress  it  appears  that 
his  reception  8c  treatment  hitherto  has  been  unexceptionable;  but  no 
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conjecture  can  be  founded  as  to  the  probable  success  of  his  negotia- 
tions. Common  report  says  that  the  Western  posts  will  be  given  up  be- 
fore next  Spring.  While  the  British  hold  possession  of  those  posts  the 
fur  trade  will  be  forced  through  Canada;  but  the  natural  channel  for 
it  is  through  the  U.  States.  And  it  is  well  known  to  be  a  very  profitable 
trade.  While  these  posts  are  held  by  the  British  too  the  Indians  will 
hardly  be  prevailed  on,  by  seeing  only  paper  8c  parchments,  to  believe 
that  the  U.  States  are  in  fact  the  Sovereigns  of  that  Country;  hence  it 
is  that  ill  minded  people,  who  have  studied  to  disquiet  the  minds  of 
the  Indians  8c  frustrate  our  designs  as  to  sale  of  the  Western  lands, 
have  so  far  succeeded  as  to  induce  several  of  the  Sachems  of  the  six 
nations  to  apply  to  Colonel  Harmar,  commanding  officer  of  our 
troops  to  the  westward,  to  take  back  the  original  instruments  of  the 
two  late  Treaties,  alledging  that  they  had  been  informed  that  they 
were  imposed  on  at  those  treaties  when  they  were  told  that  the  Great 
king  over  the  Water  had  ceded  that  Country  to  the  thirteen  fires,  &c. 
But  after  interchanging  a  friendly  talk  they  returned  to  their  homes 
apparently  satisfied.5 

Another  object  of  Mr.  Adams's  mission  8c  which  is  of  principal  im- 
portance is  to  obtain  a  commercial  Treaty  with  the  British  nation 
founded  on  principles  of  reciprocal  advantage.  One  great  obstruction 
in  his  way,  it  is  apprehended,  will  be  the  incompetence  of  the  powers 
of  Congress  to  make  specific  8c  effective  Stipulation  for  reciprocating 
commercial  advantages  with  the  other  party.  It  seems  to  be  the  opin- 
ion even  of  Congress,  or  of  a  great  majority  thereof  that  they  ought  to 
be  vested  with  power  to  regulate  commerce  generally.  Many  proposi- 
tions &  plans  have  been  suggested.  One  is  an  alteration  of  the  confed- 
eration so  as  to  vest  Congress  with  the  power  of  regulating  trade  with- 
out limitation  of  time.  Others  propose  a  limitation  of  25 — 15 —  or  10 
years:  Others  have  proposed  that  a  navigation  act  be  framed  8c  laid  be- 
fore the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  for  their  adoption  for  a  term 
of  years.  Others  there  are,  who  are  of  opinion  that  we  can  go  on  very 
well  in  the  present  way.  They  say  that  the  produce  of  the  Southern 
States,  being  delivered  from  British  monopoly  &  admitting  to  the 
ports  the  competition  of  all  the  World,  fetches  as  good  a  price  8c  fre- 
quently more  8c  better  pay  than  it  did  before  the  revolution.  And  they 
fear  that  the  consequences  of  a  navigation  act,  or  of  power  to  regulate 
trade  in  the  hands  of  Congress  might  eventually  be  throwing  a 
monopoly  of  the  carrying  trade  into  the  hands  of  a  few  States,  who 
would  set  their  own  price  also  on  the  produce  to  be  exported,  whereby 
they  apprehend  a  very  great  injury  to  the  Southern  planters.  Amidst 
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this  division  of  sentiments  8c  clashing  of  interests  little  is  to  be  expected 
from  the  deliberations  of  the  present  Congress  on  this  Subject.  The 
voice  of  the  people  must  come  forward  &  give  birth  to  some  System.6 

Some  days  ago  the  President  of  Congress  asked  permission  to  make 
a  tour  in  the  Country  for  the  benefit  of  his  health.  He  proposes  to  visit 
the  calybeate  waters  in  Pennsylvania  &  to  return  in  two  or  three 
weeks.  At  present  only  seven  States  are  represented  in  Congress.  Let- 
ters have  been  lately  written  to  the  delinquint  States  &  a  fuller  House 
is  expected  soon. 

It  is  about  three  weeks  since  my  Colleague  has  been  confined  to 
House  &  of  course  the  State  has  not  been  represented:  He  is  now  hap- 
pily recovering  &  expects  to  take  his  seat  soon.7 

Having  been  in  hopes  of  returning  before  now  I  have  made  no  ap- 
plication lately  for  money.  I  am  now  reduced  to  my  last  penny,  nay  I 
have  not  enough  to  pay  my  debts  here.  I  am  therefore  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  requesting  that  effectual  measures  may  be  taken  by  the  State 
to  forward  me  some  Cash  by  the  first  oppertunity. 

I  have  not  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  journals  as  I  conclude  they  are 
regularly  transmitted  to  your  Excellency  every  month  by  the  Secretary 
of  Congress. 

With  the  most  perfect  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your 
Excellencys  most  obedient  &  very  hble  Servt.        David  Howell 

RC  (R-Ar:  Letters  to  Governors). 

1  See/CC,  29:520-21;  and  Howell  tojabez  Bowenjune  24,  note  3. 

2  See/CC,  27:541-45. 

:>  The  motion  was  referred  not  to  the  board  of  war  but  to  the  board  of  treasury,  which 
reported  June  12,  1786.  See/CC,  29:521,  523-24,  30:17-19. 

4  Congress  had  recommended  apportioning  Continental  expenses  "in  proportion  to 
the  whole  number  of  white  and  other  free  citizens .  .  .  and  three-fifths  of  all  other  per- 
sons .  .  .  ,"  revoking  the  section  of  Ardcle  8  apportioning  quotas  on  the  basis  of  the  valu- 
ation of  land.  See/CC,  24:260. 

5  Transcripts  of  several  speeches  by  three  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  delivered  at  a 
council  held  at  Fort  Pitt  July  12,  and  Lt.  Col.  Josiah  Harmar'sjuly  14  response  to  the 
fears  therein  expressed  are  in  PCC,  item  150,  1:63-68. 

fi  After  unanimously  rejecting  the  proposed  Continental  impost  amendment  of  1781 
in  November  1782,  the  Rhode  Island  Assembly  had  gradually  come  to  realize  the  folly 
of  attempting  to  compete  commercially  with  Britain  without  the  semblance  of  a  federal 
trade  policy  and  by  early  1785  had  adopted  both  the  impost  amendment  of  1783  (by  a 
vote  of  49  to  18)  and  an  act  granting  Congress  full  authority  to  regulate  foreign  trade. 
For  discussion  of  this  remarkable  about  face  and  the  impact  of  depression  on  the  state, 
1784-86,  see  Irwin  H.  Polishook,  Rhode  Island  and  the  Union,  1774-1795  (Evanston,  111.: 
Northwestern  University  Press,  1969),  pp.  107-1 1. 

7  William  F.llery  was  unable  to  attend  Congress  August  5  to  September  8.  See  JCC, 
29:612,684,686-87. 
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Rufus  King  to  John  Qnincy  Adams 

Dear  Sir  New  York  23d.  Augt.  1785 

I  have  this  morning  received  a  Letter  from  Col.  Smith1  by  a  mer- 
chant ship  from  London,  covering  to  my  care  the  accompanying  Let- 
ter from  your  sister2 — the  Packet  has  not  arrived,  and  no  public  Let- 
ters are  received  from  your  father  by  this  Opportunity. 

I  pray  you  to  command  my  best  services  in  transmitting  any  letters 
to  your  family  or  friends  in  London,  and  as  the  Packets  are  established 
at  this  port  it  may  be  more  convenient  and  expeditious  to  correspond 
with  your  friends  abroad  through  this  place  than  in  any  other  mode. 

I  hope  you  found  Do  [r]  Chester  and  Boston  as  agreeable  as  you  left 
them,  and  that  the  sincerity,  &  unceremonious  manners,  of  your 
country  men,  will  be  a  compensation  for  the  Gaiety,  and  numerous 
amusements  which  you  left  in  Europe.3 

With  sincere  esteem  your  obedient  servt.  Rufus  King 

RC  (MHi:  Adams  Papers). 

1  William  Stephen  Smith,  secretary  to  the  American  legation  at  London. 

2  Abigail  Adams. 

:1  Young  Adams,  now  18,  had  recently  returned  to  America,  after  an  European  so- 
journ of  more  than  six  years,  to  take  a  degree  at  Harvard  and  prepare  himself  for  the 
bar.  DAB;  and  Adams,  Diary  (Butterfield),  3:180. 


Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin 

Sir,  New  York  23d  August  1 785 

We  had  the  Honor  under  the  18th  Instant,  to  inform  You  generally 
that  the  Dispatches  received  from  your  Excellency,  to  that  Date,  were 
disposed  of  agreably  to  your  Communications.  Having  a  leisure  Mo- 
ment, which  is  not  often  the  Case,  We  shall  be  more  particular  at  this 
Time  in  our  Answer  to  your  Excellency's  Letters. 

We  have  delivered  to  Congress  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  for  altering 
the  8th  Article  of  the  Confederation:1  their  Resolve  respecting  Samuel 
Stearns:2  another  Resolve  authorizing  Congress  to  appoint  Commis- 
sioners, for  running  a  boundary  Line  (therein  described)  between  the 
States  of  Massachusetts  &  New  York,  the  Delegates  Whereof  have  met 
on  the  Business  but  have  not  yet  been  able  to  agree  on  suitable  persons 
for  the  purpose  mentioned:3  a  Copy  of  Governor  Carltons  Letter  re- 
specting the  eastern  Boundary  of  Massachusetts,  a  Report  relative  to 
which,  being  now  on  the  Files  of  Congress,  We  shall  call  for,  as  soon  as 
nine  States,  which  rarely  meet  in  Congress,  shall  again  be  represented.4 
We  have  also  delivered  to  each  Delegation,  the  Act  of  Massachusetts  for 
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regulating  foreign  Commerce,  &  urged  the  Necessity  of  similar  Mea- 
sures, to  be  adopted  by  the  Legislatures  respectively.5 

The  three  Letters  from  your  Excellency  to  Governor  Clinton  are 
likewise  delivered,  &  agreably  to  your  Request,  We  have  conferred 
with  him  on  the  Subject  of  that  which  respects  the  Sale  of  Lands 
claimed  by  the  two  States.6  As  the  Governor's  part  in  this  Matter  is 
merely  executive,  he  can  do  nothing  but  communicate  the  same  to 
the  Legislature:  &  assures  Us,  that  this  shall  be  done  at  an  early  pe- 
riod. The  Governor  conducted  with  his  usual  Candour  on  this  Occa- 
sion; he  nevertheless  appeared  to  be  strongly  impressed  with  the  Idea, 
that  as  Massachusetts  were  merely  Claimants  of  the  contested  Lands,  8c 
New  York  not  only  claims  but  have  ever  been  in  possession  of  them, 
there  is  a  manifest  propriety  in  the  Conduct  of  the  latter,  in  continu- 
ing to  administer  Government  8c  to  dispose  of  the  Lands,  untill  a  De- 
cision shall  be  made  in  Favour  of  the  former.  We  endeavoured  to  shew 
the  Impropriety  of  such  Conduct,  by  stating  to  him  amongst  other 
Considerations,  that  if  the  Decree  of  the  federal  Court  shall  be  in 
Favour  of  Massachusetts,  the  State  must  adopt  one  of  these  disagre- 
able  Alternatives:  they  must  either  confirm  those  unconstitutional  & 
illegal  Grants  of  New  York  at  the  Expence  of  the  Value  of  the  Lands  so 
granted;  or  annulling  the  Grants,  be  under  the  Necessity  of  constrain- 
ing 8c  perhaps  of  coerceing  the  Grantees  to  relinquish  their  Claims 
under  New  York:  unless  the  Legislature  thereof  should  consent  to  a 
Measure  not  to  be  expected,  a  Reimbursement  of  the  Money  (except- 
ing Charges)  which  may  arise  from  the  Sales:  8c  even  in  this  Case,  Mas- 
sachusetts might  be  dissatisfied  both  with  the  Sales  &  Expence  attend- 
ing them.  We  likewise  suggested  to  the  Governor,  that  in  the  Case  of 
Vermont,  Congress  were  expressly  opposed  to  a  sale  of  the  contested 
Lands;  that  if  the  State  of  New  York  should  be  permitted  to  proceed 
in  this  Business,  the  Settlers  under  those  Grants  would  probably  be  so 
prejudiced  against  the  Government  of  Massachusetts,  as  to  produce 
such  unfortunate  Consequences  as  those  which  resulted  from  the  in- 
veterate Hatred  of  the  Wyoming  Settlers  to  the  Pennsylvania  Grantees: 
We  likewise  hinted  to  the  Governor,  that  Massachusetts  being  desirous 
(let  the  Result  of  the  federal  Court  be  pro  or  con,)  to  preserve  Har- 
mony with  N  York,  had  taken  mild  steps  at  the  Commencement  of  this 
Business,  but  that  if  the  latter  should  persist  in  her  Measures,  the  for- 
mer would  probably  issue  a  proclamation  forbidding  Settlements 
under  the  Authority  of  N  York,  8c  would  also  remonstrate  against  her 
proceedings. 

Your  Excellency  is  undoubtedly  informed  that  Mr  Royal  Flynt  is  pro- 
posed by  the  Board  of  Treasury,  as  a  Commissioner  to  liquidate  the 
Accounts  of  the  U.  States  with  Massachusetts.  We  have  no  Knowledge 
of  his  Character  but  what  is  derived  from  Letters  to  the  Board  from 
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General  Knox,  8c  Colonel  Wadsworth:  they  speak  of  him  in  high 
Terms,  as  a  person  of  Integrity,  abilities  &  Assiduity,  8c  our  Confidence 
in  him  is  established  by  their  Opinion.  We  have  communicated  to  the 
Board,  "the  Sentiments  of  the  Committee  for  stating  8c  methodizing 
the  publick  accounts"  &  also  your  Excellencys  Desire,  that  the  Com- 
missioner abovementioned,  should  attend  his  Business  in  Boston  un- 
till  the  Accounts  referred  to  are  adjusted:  &  We  have  no  Reason  to 
doubt,  that  the  Board  will  make  the  necessary  Arrangements. 

We  observe  that  the  honble  Legislature  are  concerned  to  find  "that 
some  States  in  the  Union  have  paid  no  part  of  the  last  requisition  of 
Congress,  &  that  others  have  applied  Monies  raised  for  the  Use  of 
Congress  to  other  purposes."  We  felt  a  similar  Anxiety,  previous  to  the 
Receipt  of  your  Excellency's  Letter,  when  the  Requisition  of  the  present 
Year  was  under  Consideration,  endeavoured  to  have  this  Matter  so  con- 
ducted as  to  guard  against  those  Evils.  Should  We  succeed  in  our  Mea- 
sures, &  a  sufficient  Number  of  States  be  collected  to  pass  the  Requisi- 
tion, We  flatter  Ourselves  the  Evils  will  be  principally  remedied.  We 
have  therefore  tho't  it  best  to  defer  a  Remonstrance  against  the  Depar- 
ture of  States,  from  the  Applications  made  by  Congress  of  Monies  raised 
in  pursuance  of  their  Requisitions,  lest  the  Harmony  of  Congress 
should  be  interrupted  &  the  Requisition  of  this  Year  be  negatived. 

We  shall  most  assuredly  discharge  our  Duty  in  promoting  public  oe- 
conomy  &  in  satisfying  public  Creditors;  as  well  as  in  preventing  for- 
eign Loans,  to  which  unless  indispensibly  necessary,  We  have  been 
ever  averse. 

We  are  happy  to  find  our  opposition  in  the  first  Instance  to  a  stand- 
ing Army,  approved  by  the  Legislature:  being  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
should  such  a  power  vest  in  Congress,  it  would  sooner  or  later  termi- 
nate in  the  Subversion  of  our  Liberties. 

Inclosed  is  the  Copy  of  a  Resolution  of  Congress  for  obtaining  from 
the  States  such  of  their  Acts  as  respect  the  united  States.8  We  think  it 
necessary  that  the  Communication  of  the  Acts  of  Congress  &  of  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts  should  be  made  by  the  supreme  Execu- 
tive 8c  the  Delegates  of  the  State  for  their  Information  respectively; 
but  this  Communication  will  on  the  part  of  the  Delegates  be  often  im- 
practicable, as  their  Engagements,  without  the  Assistance  of  a  Clerk, 
will  not  admit  thereof. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  perfect  Consideration  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedt  8c  very  humble  Serts,  E  Gerry 

S.  Holten 

Rufus  King 

[P.S.]  The  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  27th  of  July  last,  referred  to 
in  the  above  paragraph,  having  been  transmitted  by  the  Secretary,  (as 
he  informs  Us)  is  omitted  on  the  present  Occasion. 
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RC  (M-Ar:  Senate  Documents).  Written  by  Gerry  and  signed  by  Gerry,  Holten,  and  King. 

1  This  July  2  Massachusetts  act,  authorizing  the  states'  delegates  to  sign  an  amend- 
ment to  the  confederation  altering  the  basis  of  determining  quotas  from  the  value  of 
land  to  population,  was  read  in  Congress  July  25.  See  JCC,  29:572;  and  PCC,  item  74, 
fols.  225-28. 

-  The  Massachusetts  Assembly  was  challenging  Samuel  Steam's  appeal  of  his  convic- 
tion for  "the  infamous  crime  of  fraud  in  knowingly  passing  counterfeit  money,"  and  the 
enclosed  July  2  resolve  reaffirmed  the  state's  support  of  Steam's  convicdon.  It  was  laid 
before  Congress  on  July  25.  See  ibid.,  fols.  225-28;  and  JCC,  29:574n. 

3  This  June  29  Massachusetts  resolve  was  read  in  Congress  on  August  22.  Its  precise 
disposition  is  unclear  from  the  surviving  records,  but  Congress  resolved  on  September 
29  to  appoint  commissioners  to  run  the  boundary  between  Massachusetts  and  eastern 
New  York  and  on  December  2  appointed  John  Ewing,  Thomas  Hutchins,  and  David  Rit- 
tenhouse  for  this  purpose.  See  PCC,  item  74,  fols.  221-24;  JCC,  29:650,  781-86,  795n, 
860n,  898;  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  Bowdoin,  November  6;  and  Charles  Thomson  to 
John  Ewing  et  al.,  December  10,  1785. 

4  Transcripts  of  Thomas  Carleton's  June  21  letter  to  Governor  Bowdoin  are  in  PCC, 
item  81,  1:401-2,  item  121,  fols.  153-54.  For  Congress'  response  to  the  report  on  this 
letter  from  the  governor  of  New  Brunswick,  see  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  Bowdoin, 
September  20,  note  1. 

5  Incensed  over  the  recent  gains  of  British  commerce  at  the  expense  of  local  mer- 
chants, Massachusetts  was  urging  a  common  response  for  regulating  foreign  trade,  seek- 
ing both  a  long-range  augmentation  of  congressional  power  over  trade  and  the  immedi- 
ate imposidon  of  restrictions  on  foreign  commerce  by  her  sister  states.  Hoping  that  the 
Massachusetts  Assembly's  June  23  "Act  for  the  Regulation  of  Navigation  and  Com- 
merce" would  become  a  model  for  other  states  to  follow,  Governor  Bowdoin  had  both 
instructed  the  state's  delegates  to  distribute  the  act  to  the  other  congressional  delega- 
tions and  enclosed  copies  of  it  with  a  July  28  circular  letter  to  the  state  governors,  for 
which  see  N.C.  State  Records,  17:476,  494-95;  Bowdoin  and  Temple  Papers  (MHS  Coll.), 
6:63-65;  and  Acts  and  Laws,  Passed  by  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts:  Begun.  .  .  the 
Twenty-Fifth  Day  of  May,  Anno  Domini,  1785,  DLC(ESR).  For  the  state's  simultaneous  ef- 
fort to  mute  the  consequences  of  interstate  rivalries  by  obtaining  the  repeal  of  a  recent 
Connecticut  act  exempting  foreign  imports  from  certain  duties  required  of  the  several 
states,  see  Governor  Bowdoin's  July  27  letter  to  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  Bowdoin 
and  Temple  Papers  (MHS  Colls.),  6:62-63.  For  Massachusetts'  efforts  to  revive  its  foreign 
trade  in  the  post-war  world,  see  William  M.  Fowler,  "'Trye  All  Ports':  The  Port  of  Boston 
1783-1793,"  Conrad  E.  Wright,  ed.,  Massachusetts  and  the  New  Nation  (Boston:  Mas- 
sachusetts Historical  Society,  1992),  pp.  39-44. 

6  One  of  these  letters,  dated  July  18,  1785,  enclosing  the  Massachusetts  Assembly's 
protest  against  the  impropriety  of  New  York's  decision  to  proceed  with  the  sale  of  west- 
ern lands  within  the  area  claimed  by  Massachusetts,  is  in  ibid.,  pp.  58-60;  and  Clinton, 
Papers  (Hastings),  8:393-95.  See  also  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  Bowdoin,  October  9, 
note. 

7  Flint's  appointment  was  not  entered  on  the  journals  of  Congress,  but  other  docu- 
ments among  the  papers  of  Congress  indicate  that  he,  in  addition  to  William  Imlay,  was 
named  commissioner  of  accounts  for  Massachusetts.  See  PCC,  item  141,  1:89,  2:407. 

8  For  which  see  Gerry's  postscript  and  Charles  Thomson  to  the  States,  July  28. 


Charles  Thomson  to  John  Jay 

Sir  August  23  1785 

The  enclosed  Letter  was  this  Day  received  and  read  in  Congress,  as 
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it  contains  a  conjecture  which  if  well  founded  may  be  important,1  I 
take  the  Liberty  of  communicating  it  to  you,  and  am  Sir,  Your  Obet. 
hble  Servt.,  (signed)  Charles  Thompson 

Tr  (DNA:  PCC,  item  120). 

1  Thomson's  enclosure  was  the  following  extract  from  a  June  15  letter  from  William 
Stephens  Smith,  secretary  to  the  American  legation  at  London,  to  the  president  of  Con- 
gress, which  is  in  PCC,  item  92,  fols.  9-10,  and  item  120,  1:417. 

"Being  convinced  of  the  safety  of  this  conveyance,  I  must  inform  your  Excellency,  that 
the  preparations  made  by  Spain  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  attacking  the  Algerines 
may  possibly  be  made  use  of  in  the  Florida's  and  present  themselves  as  a  check  to  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  which  the  settlers  of  the  back  Country  we  are  informed 
are  pressing  for  with  great  avidity  however  this  with  me  is  mere  matter  of  Conjecture 
founded  on  the  ung[u]arded  expression  of  a  Spaniard." 


Rufus  King  to  Daniel  Kilham 

My  dear  friend  New  York  24th  Aug.  1 785 

I  am  uneasy  that  you  should  write  to  me  in  the  stile  that  you  do;  I 
flatter  myself  that  you  examine  the  dark  side  of  your  prospects,  with- 
out refreshing  your  vision  by  turning  to  those  objects,  which  are  more 
fully  illuminated,  and  may  be  truly  the  sunshine  of  your  fortune. 

You  will  not  suspect  me  of  saying  the  thing,  I  do  not  clearly  discern, 
when  I  declare  that  any  sentiment  of  dispondency  is  wholly  unworthy 
of  you — and  that  if  you  will  with  candor  examine  the  men  of  your 
friends,  or  acquaintance,  you  will  find  that  comparing,  abilities,  by  or 
improvements,  theirs  by  no  means  throw  you  behind  them. 

I  fear  the  little  trifling  dispute  of  last  winter  remains  too  long  on 
your  memory;  for  a  moment  consider  how  insignificant  the  whole  af- 
fair really  was,  satisfy  your-self  that  it  ought  not  to  employ  your 
thoughts  for  a  moment,  and  resolve  to  forget  it. 

I  wish  you  would  be  more  explicit  with  me,  I  assure  you  Kilham  I  am 
interested  in  your  concerns.  If  you  can  by  communicating  your  senti- 
ments to  me,  derive  any  possible  advantage,  you  will  injure  my  friend- 
ship, if  you  do  not  give  me  the  opportunity  of  evincing  to  you  how  sin- 
cerely I  esteem  you. 

When  I  shall  meet  you  is  wholly  uncertain,  I  fear  not  so  soon  as  I 
could  desire.  I  am  in  a  situation  which  perplexes  me;  was  I  a  man  of 
moderate  fortune,  I  would  follow  my  present  pursuit;  for  I  think  I  could 
do  it,  with  honor,  and  with  a  prospect  of  some  service  to  my  country — 
but  if  this  opinion  should  prevail  I  must  abandon  my  profession,  by  this 
I  could  live  with  convenience,  in  peace,  and  without  hazard — leaving 
this  quiet  prospect,  I  find  much  at  hazard  and  little  certainty,  except 
constant  vigilance  8c  numerous  enimies,  for  Parties  will  Exist. 
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I  am  undetermined — at  present  adieu,  love  me  as  I  love  you;  think 
for  me;  you  are  my  friend,  you  know  every  think  concerning  me,  and 
can  judge  perhaps  more  justly  than  I  myself  can. 

Again  Adieu.  RK 

RC  (NNC:  King  Collection). 


Charles  Thomson  to  the  States 

(Circular) 
Sir,  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  August  24th.  1785 

I  beg  leave  to  remind  your  Excellency  that  all  the  calls  which  Con- 
gress have  heretofore  made  on  the  States  for  money  or  supplies  have 
been  on  this  express  condition,  that  the  sums  or  supplies  assessed 
should  not  be  considered  as  the  proportion  of  any  State,  but  that 
being  paid  or  furnished,  they  should  be  placed  to  their  respective 
Credits,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  Cent  per  Annum  until  the  quota 
should  be  finally  ascertained  and  adjusted  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  agreeably  to  the  eighth  of  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion— And  if  then  it  should  appear  that  any  State  had  been  assessed 
more  than  its  just  quota,  it  should  continue  to  receive  interest  on  the 
surplus,  and  if  less  it  should  be  charged  interest  on  the  deficiency 
until  by  a  future  tax  such  deficiency  shall  be  properly  adjusted. 

From  the  progress  that  is  made  in  settling  the  Accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  individual  States  and  private  Creditors  within 
the  same,  and  the  measures  taken  to  hasten  &  facilitate  the  progress 
of  such  settlements,  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  this  great  work  will 
soon  be  compleated.  And  as  almost  every  State  seems  to  think  its  ad- 
vances have  exceeded  its  just  proportion,  it  is  therefore  become  neces- 
sary and  essential  to  the  harmony  of  the  Union  that  Congress  should 
be  furnished  with  the  means  of  settling  the  proportions  to  be  borne 
by  each  State  as  well  of  the  general  expences  of  the  War  and  the  req- 
uisitions made  since  the  conclusion  thereof,  as  of  the  sums  which  may 
from  time  to  time  be  requisite  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare.  To  this  end  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  sundry  Acts  of 
Congress  on  this  subject,  which  you  will  find  enclosed — Viz.  One 
passed  20th  February  1782,1  which  is  founded  on  this  consideration, 
that  the  States  having  been  variously  affected  by  the  War,  the  rule  of 
the  Confederation  strictly  adhered  to  might  not  produce  that  equal 
justice,  which  is  desireable  in  this  important  object.  One  of  the  17th 
of  Feby  17832  which  calls  for  a  return  of  the  quantity  of  land  in  each 
State  granted  to,  or  surveyed  for  any  person,  the  number  of  buildings 
thereon,  distinguishing  dwelling  houses  from  other  buildings — and 
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the  number  of  Inhabitants,  distinguishing  white  from  black.  And  one 
of  the  18th  of  April3  recommending  an  alteration  of  the  8th  of  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Confederation,  and  perpetual  union,  and  the  adoption  of  a 
new  rule  of  ascertaining  the  quotas  of  the  States.  This  is  compre- 
hended in  the  act,  and  is  a  part  of  the  plan  at  that  time  recommended 
to  the  States,  for  restoring  and  supporting  public  credit;  for  obtaining 
permanent  and  adequate  funds,  to  discharge  the  Interest  and  princi- 
pal of  the  debt  contracted  and  for  providing  for  the  future  exigencies 
of  the  Union. 

The  necessity  of  a  rule  to  apportion  the  common  expence,  and  the 
difficulties,  delays  and  expence  in  the  way  of  obtaining  that  pointed 
out  by  the  Confederation,  induced  Congress  to  recommend  this 
change;  and  the  rather  as  the  number  of  Inhabitants,  at  least  of  the 
white  Inhabitants,  is  required  for  other  purposes  of  the  Confedera- 
tion. Besides  it  was  conceived,  that  this  rule  would  do  more  Justice, 
and  produce  less  discontents  among  the  States;  and,  although  not  al- 
together free  from  objections,  that  it  was  liable  to  fewer  than  any 
other,  that  could  be  devised;  and  that  therefore  the  application  of  it, 
to  ascertain  the  quotas  of  the  State,  would  supercede  the  necessity  and 
save  the  expence  and  trouble  of  making  a  valuation  of  the  lands,  with 
the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon. 

The  favourable  reception  this  recommendation  has  met  with,  in- 
duces a  belief,  that  this  alteration  will  be  finally  adopted. 

By  examining  the  files  in  this  office,  I  find  that  eight  States  have 
agreed  to  it — namely  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jer- 
sey, Pensylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina.  And  it  is 
suggested,  that  other  States  have  adopted  it,  although  the  returns  are 
not  lodged  in  this  office.  But  if  all  the  States  had  agreed  to  adopt  it, 
still  it  would  be  necessary  for  them  to  proceed  a  step  further,  and  to 
make  returns  of  their  respective  numbers,  before  Congress  can  apply 
the  rule.  I  must  therefore  request,  that  Your  Excellency  would  be 
pleased  to  bring  this  subject  again  under  the  view  of  the  Legislature  of 
your  State,  and  earnestly  recommend  to  them,  if*  as  they  have  not  al- 
ready authorised  their  Delegates  to  subscribe  and  ratify  the  alteration 
recommended,  to  come  as  soon  as  possible  to  a  determination  thereon — and 
if  they  have,  to  take  speedy  and  effectual  measures  for  numbering  the 
Inhabitants,  and  make  a  return  thereof  to  Congress. 

With  respect  to  the  other  part  of  the  plan,  contained  in  the  Act  of 
the  18th  of  April,  as  it  is  not  the  immediate  object  of  this  letter,  I  shall 
only  refer  to  the  Address  which  accompanied  it,  and  which  You  will 
find  enclosed — and  beg  leave  to  add  this  single  observation,  that 
every  days  delay  encreases  the  embarrassments  of  the  Union;  and  ex- 
perience evinces  how  well  Congress  were  founded  in  the  opinion  they 
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gave  on  the  12th  of  Feby.  1783 — "That  the  establishment  of  perma- 
nent and  adequate  funds  on  taxes  or  duties,  which  shall  operate  gen- 
erally, and  on  the  whole  in  just  proportion,  throughout  the  United 
States,  are  indispensably  necessary  towards  doing  compleat  Justice  to 
the  public  creditors,  and  for  restoring  public  credit."5 

I  will  not  at  present  detain  You  farther  than  to  request,  that  Your  Ex- 
cellency will  be  pleased  to  favour  me  with  an  answer,  that  I  may  be  en- 
abled to  make  report,  and  discharge  the  duty  required  by  the  enclosed 
ordinance  for  regulating  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency's 
most  obedt  &  Most  humble  Servt. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 
i  See  JCC,  22:83-84. 
2 /CC,  24:133-37. 
syCC,  24:259-61. 

4  To  clarify  the  remainder  of  this  sentence,  Thomson  wrote  the  following  instruction 
to  his  copyist  at  the  foot  of  the  letter:  "to  the  8  [states]  that  have  complied  leave  out  the 
words  underscored  &  substitute  as  for  if." 

5  Cf.  JCC,  24:126-27. 


Charles  Thomson  to  the  States 

(Circular) 
Sir,  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  August  24th  1785 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  sundry  Acts1  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  touching  the  representation  of 
the  State  and  have  to  request  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  lay  them  be- 
fore the  Legislature  of  your  State  and  assure  them  that  agreeably  to  the 
order  contained  in  the  Act  of  the  17th  instant,  I  shall  transmit  monthly 
for  their  information  a  state  of  the  representation  in  Congress.2 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Yours  &c.      C.T.3 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

i  That  is,  of  November  1,  1783,  and  April  19,  1784,  for  which  see  JCC,  25:790-91, 
26:245-46;  and  Thomas  Mifflin  to  the  States,  April  22,  1784. 

2  See  JCC,  29:631-33.  For  the  monthly  attendance  lists  that  Thomson  began  to  trans- 
mit regularly  to  the  states  pursuant  to  this  act,  see  the  enclosures  at  Thomson  to  James 
Bowdoin,  September  6,  and  to  the  States,  October  25,  1785. 

3  The  copy  of  this  letter  that  Thomson  sent  to  New  Jersey  governor  William  Liv- 
ingston also  contained  the  following  introductory  paragraph:  "I  have  received  the  Let- 
ter you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  14th  and  regret  your  want  of  power  to  enforce 
the  attendance  of  the  Delegates  for  your  State,  which  still  continues  to  be  unrepre- 
sented." PCC,  item  18A,  fol.  134. 
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Elbridge  Gerry  to  Samuel  Hodgdon 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  25th  August  1785 

I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  23d  &  Mr  Fox  has  been  so  obliging 
as  to  deliver  the  Watch.  The  Expence  of  Repairs  &  small  Ballance  due 
before  shall  be  paid  to  Mr  Peirce:  I  left  in  March  last  the  latter  with  Mr 
King  &  desired  You  to  deduct  it  from  his  Draft,  but  your  selling  mine 
8c  sending  me  his  to  replace  the  Money,  occasioned  the  Error.  I  sup- 
pose this  to  be  the  Case  8c  shall  enquire  of  him  whether  or  not  I  am 
mistaken. 

You  have  at  the  Bottom  of  Your  Letter  added  a  few  Words  which  I 
am  at  Loss  to  understand.  They  are  these  "We  wait  your  Choice  of 
Men  in  Willings  Affair.1  Time  is  losing  We  conceive."  I  wrote  You  the 
1st  Instant  that  if  Mr  Willing  within  ten  Days  would  pay  me  the  princi- 
pal of  my  Demand,  8c  We  should  agree  on  Gentlemen  to  determine 
the  Question  of  Interest,  I  would  give  You  Information,  that  the  Suit 
may  be  dropped,  he  paying  the  Charges  thereof.  But  I  have  never 
heard  a  Word  from  You  on  the  Subject,  till  this  Morning,  which  induces 
me  to  suppose,  that  either  my  Letter  to  You,  or  yours  to  me  has  been  in- 
tercepted, or  that  some  Chicanery  is  adopted  to  stop  the  process.  Pray 
inform  me  by  the  next  post  how  this  Matter  is  circumstanced,  for  I 
mean  not  to  refer  it  in  Philadelphia,  as  I  cannot  attend  the  Refer- 
rance,  neither  will  I  consent  to  any  Referrance  untill  I  am  paid  the 
principal  of  my  Demand.  Inclosed  is  a  Copy  of  my  Letter,  And  the 
Conditions  therein  stated  are  such,  8c  such  only  as  I  can  consent  to. 
"Nuptials"  is  a  Word  almost  out  of  Vogue  but  I  expect  to  be  such  an 

old  fashioned  Character  as  to  m y.  Adieu  my  Complimts  to  Colo 

Pickerng  &  be  assured  I  am  Your  Friend,  E  Gerry 

[P.S.]  If  any  of  our  Letters  by  the  post  office  have  been  intercepted, 
pray  send  Depositions  thereof;  for  I  have  been  so  often  insulted  in  this 
Way,  that  I  shall  prefer  to  Congress  a  Complaint  against  the  Officer.2 

RC  (DNA:  RG  93,  no.  30064). 

1  See  Gerry  to  Timothy  Pickering  and  Hodgdon,  July  11. 

2  Gerry  also  wrote  the  following  letter  to  Hodgdon  the  next  day. 

"I  wrote  You  yesterday  by  Doctor  Jackson,  &  should  this  reach  You  before  the  other,  I 
must  request  you  will  send  for  the  latter  in  order  to  answer  it  by  the  next  post. 

"Pray  inclose  me  Copies  of  my  two  Letters  in  February  or  March  last,  wrote  just  be- 
fore my  Return  to  Massachusetts.  I  want  them  to  ascertain  the  point  respecting  the  12 
Dollars,  which  are  supposed  to  have  been  left  with  Mr  King.  Each  of  Us  have  some  Rec- 
ollection of  the  Matter,  but  it  is  imperfect."  RG  93,  no.  30061,  DNA. 

The  "two  letters"  Gerry  had  in  mind  were  apparently  the  following  note  of  February 
28  and  another  mentioned  therein  sent  "by  the  last  post"  which  has  not  been  found.  "I 
have  received  this  Morning  a  Bill  from  Boston,  which  renders  the  negotiation  of  that 
Which  I  sent  You  by  the  last  post  unnecessary,  in  Consequence  of  which  I  shall  take  it  as 
a  Favour  if  You  will  deface  the  Bills  &  inclose  them  to  me  at  Boston.  This  You  may  do  if 
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they  are  actually  engaged,  because  my  Friend  King  will  send  a  Draft  for  the  same 
Amount  by  them  or  the  next  Post,  &  You  may  rely  on  the  punctual  payment  of  his 
Drafts."  RG  93,  no.  29966,  DNA. 


Samuel  Holten  to  James  Bowdoin 

Sir.  New  York  25  Aug.  1 785 

I  am  requested,  by  the  delegates  of  N.H,  to  forward  the  enclosed 

to  your  excy.  with  a  desire  that  you  would  cause  it  to  be  delivered  to 

Mr.  Dowse.1 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excys  most  obedt. 

servant.2 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  Enclosure  not  identified,  but  Edward  Dowse  was  elected  Continental  surveyor  for 
New  Hampshire,  after  Ebenezer  Sullivan  had  declined  the  appointment,  on  August  24. 
SeeJCC,  29:654,  679n.  See  also  Holten  to  Bowdoin,  September  3. 

2  Holten  also  wrote  the  two  following  letters,  both  dated  "Brooklyn  25th  Aug.  1785," 
to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Richard  Channing  Moore  concerning  servant  wages,  drafts  of  which  are 
in  the  Holten  Papers,  DLC.  "I  have  been  favored  with  yours  without  date,"  Holten  wrote 
in  the  morning,  "8c  by  way  of  answer  say,  Jerry  [Sheldon]  left  my  services  more  than 
three  months  since,  &  I  then  paid  him  all  his  wages.  Fowler  is  not  properly  a  servant  of 
mine,  but  will  be  the  bearer  of  this,  &  I  conclude,  will  discharge  his  account." 

To  this  Moore  responded  almost  immediately.  "Your  favor  of  this  Morning  has  pro- 
duced me  more  uneasiness  than  you  can  readily  imagine.  I  was  fearfull  at  the  time  I 
took  the  liberty  of  writing  you  on  the  subject,  that  you  would  misconstrue  my  inten- 
tion." General  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  New  York, 
N.Y.  And  to  this  Holten  responded:  "Yours  of  this  day  has  been  delivered  to  me,  &  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  know,  what  there  was  in  mine  of  this  morning  that  could  possibly  give  you 
uneasiness,  for  I  assure  you  it  was  far  from  my  intention.  In  your  first  you  are  pleased  to 
mention  my  stoping  out  of  my  servants  wages  two  small  sums  due  to  you;  in  answer,  I 
observed  that  one  of  them  had  left  my  service  more  than  three  months  since  &  that  I 
had  paid  him  all  his  wages,  &  therefore,  I  concluded  you  would  be  sensible  I  could  not 
do  it  injustice  to  myself  however,  I  might  be  disposed  to  oblige  you,  the  other  I  men- 
tioned as  not  being  properly  my  servant  but  would  be  the  bearer  of  my  letter,  &  I  con- 
cluded, by  what  he  said,  he  was  disposed  to  settle  his  account,  and  therefore  it  would  be 
unnecessary  for  me  to  add  any  thing  more  upon  the  subject;  I  am  also  at  a  loss  why  you 
should  think  I  had  misconstrued  your  intention  for  I  assure  you,  it  would  give  me  sensi- 
ble pleasure,  to  render  you  services,  in  this  or  any  other  matter." 


James  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson 

Dear  Sir  New  York  August  25th.  1 785. 

Since  my  last  nothing  very  material  hath  taken  place  here.  I  leave 
this  mearly  to  inform  you  of  my  departure  hence  for  the  Indian  treaty 
on  the  Ohio  wh.  will  be  in  abt.  two  hours.1  The  {two  commercial 
propositions)2  are  as  they  were.'5  (Although  Congress  will  I  believe  not 
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James  Monroe 
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adjourn  yet}  I  apprehend  (the  business  of  consequence}  will  be  post- 
pon'd  for  the  present,  perhaps  till  the  winter.  There  is  but  {a  thin  rep- 
resentation of  the  states  &  of  course}  not  the  {ability  if  the  inclination 
to  act  on  these  subjects}.  I  intend  to  take  within  my  view  the  country 
lying  between  lake  Erie  &  the  Ohio,  the  Ohio  &  the  Potowmack  or  Jas. 
river,  as  it  may  suit  me  to  return  by  the  northern  or  southern  part  of 
the  State.  I  pass  thro'  Lancaster  &  Carlisle  at  the  latter  of  wh.  posts  I 
join  Genl.  Butler.  The  people  of  (Kentucky)  intend  I  hear  to  petition 
the  legislature  for  a  (seperation}.4  I  must  confess  I  am  one  of  those 
who  doubt  the  policy  of  this  measure  (for  I  make  no  doubt  it  will  be 
granted)  either  upon  (state  or  federal  principles}.  My  opinion  is  we 
cod.  so  model  our  regulations  as  to  accomodate  our  (government}  to 
their  convenience,  and  unquestionably  the  more  we  (diminish  the 
state  the  less  consequence  she  will  have  in  the  union};  on  the  part  of 
(the  union}  or  rather  (the  states}  upon  (the  Atlantic}  it  is  in  my  opinion 
their  policy  to  keep  a  prevailing  influence  upon  (the  Ohio  or  to  the 
westward}.  What  (unites  us  to  them  or  rather  they  to  us  when  the  Mis- 
sissippi shall  be  open?}  Remov'd  at  a  distance  from  whatever  may  af- 
fect us  beyond  the  water  (they  will}  necessarily  be  but  little  interested 
in  whatever  respects  (us);  beside  they  will  out-number  (us}  in  (Congress 
unless  we}  confine  (their  number  as  much  as  possible}.  In  my  opinion 
this  matter  shod,  be  well  investigated  before  any  measure  is  hastily 
adopted.  I  direct  your  letters  to  be  forwarded  to  me  to  Fredricksburg. 
So  soon  as  I  return  to  the  settled  country  I  shall  advise  you  of  it  &  am 
your  affectionate  friend  8c  servant,  Jas.  Monroe 

RC  (DLC: Jefferson  Papers). 

1  Monroe  undoubtedly  left  New  York  before  Congress  met  the  25th,  as  he  does  not 
mention  the  adoption  this  day  of  a  report  he  had  drafted  altering  John  Jay's  instruc- 
tions for  negotiating  with  Don  Diego  de  Gardoqui  in  which  free  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi River  was  specifically  insisted  upon.  See/CC,  29:657-58. 

2  Words  printed  in  braces  in  this  text  were  written  by  Monroe  in  cipher. 

3  See  Monroe  to  Jefferson,  April  12,  notes  4  and  5. 

4  See  William  Grayson  to  James  Madison,  August  21,  note  5. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Sundry  Printers 

To  the  Printers 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  August  26,  1785.1 
The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  intending  to  have  a  new, 
correct,  and  complete  Edition  of  their  Journals;  the  Printers  in  the 
several  States  are  hereby  requested  to  send  to  this  Office,  on  or  before 
the  First  Monday  in  November  next,  the  Terms  on  which  they  will  en- 
gage to  publish  the  said  Journals,  and  to  deliver  One  Thousand 
Copies  thereof. 
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The  Person  or  Persons  contracting  must  engage  to  have  a  complete 
Index  made  for  the  Whole,  from  the  Beginning  to  the  First  Monday  in 
November,  1785,  and  inserted  in  the  Volume  ending  at  that  Time. 

The  Edition  must  be  in  folio,  and  bound  in  Boards. 

The  Proposals  must  mention  the  Time  when  the  Work  can  be  en- 
tered upon,  and  the  Quantity  which  can  be  composed  daily;  and  be 
accompanied  with  Specimens  of  Paper  and  Types. 

The  Work  to  be  carried  on  at  the  Place  where  Congress  resides,  or 
within  such  Distance  thereof  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  Secretary 
of  Congress,  who  is  to  superintend  the  Printing,  and  to  revise  the 
Proof-Sheets.2  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

MS  not  found;  reprinted  from  The  United  Stales  Chronicle:  Political,  Commercial,  and  Histor- 
ical (Providence,  R.I.),  in  PCC,  item  46,  fol.  250. 

1  Thomson  had  this  letter  inserted  as  an  advertisement  in  various  newspapers  pur- 
suant to  an  order  of  Congress  of  this  date,  which  had  its  origins  in  a  committee  report 
referred  to  him  on  June  1  and  considered  and  reaffirmed  on  June  20  and  28.  See  JCC, 
28:243n,  412,  471,  486,  29:663n;  and  PCC,  item  123,  fol.  26. 

2  This  appeal  elicited  responses  from  at  least  nine  printers — James  Adams  (Wilming- 
ton), Francis  Childs  (New  York),  Charles  Cist  (Philadelphia),  Isaac  Collins  (Trenton), 
John  Dunlap  (Philadelphia),  Shepard  Kollock  (New  York),  Samuel  Loudon  (New 
York),  Eleazer  Oswald  (Philadelphia),  and  Bennett  Wheeler  (Providence) — whose  pro- 
posals for  printing  a  new  and  complete  edition  of  the  journals  of  Congress  are  in  PCC, 
item  46,  fols.  179-280,  and  have  been  discussed  in  Edmund  P.  Dandridge,  "Proposals  of 
Nine  Printers  for  a  New  Edition  of  the  Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress,  1785," 
University  of  Virginia,  Bibliographical  Society,  Studies  in  Bibliography  2  (1949):  189-96. 
Thomson's  recommendation  that  these  proposals  be  referred  to  committee  for  evalua- 
tion was  eventually  adopted  on  December  28,  and  the  committee  subsequently  re- 
ported on  January  30,  1786.  Congress'  failure  to  act  on  the  committee's  recommenda- 
tions was  undoubtedly  the  product  of  its  poverty,  as  the  expense  of  a  new  edition  of  the 
journals  would  gready  exceed  its  resources.  It  was  later  decided  that  Thomson  instead 
simply  procure  a  printed  index  to  the  journals  already  printed,  but  this  August  15, 
1786,  directive  also  came  to  naught.  See  Studies  in  Bibliography,  2:196;  and  JCC,  29:895, 
30:29-30,31:520. 


Samuel  Hardy  to  Patrick  Henry 

Dear  Sir.  New  York  28th  August  [  1 7]  85. 

I  was  honored  with  your  Excellencys  favor  by  the  last  post. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  hear  that  your  health  is  amended,  I  very 
much  hope  that  your  excursion  will  be  productive  of  benefit  fully 
equal  to  your  own  expectations  &  the  wishes  of  your  friends. 

I  have  conferred  with  Colo  Grayson  on  the  subject  of  procuring  a 
loan  from  Holland  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  our  public  debt  in 
Virga.  He  does  not  seem  to  approve  the  idea  of  incurring  a  foreign 
debt;  but  concurred  heartily  in  the  propriety  of  appointing  Doctr.  Lee 
to  the  Hague.  But  however  such  a  nommination  may  be  favoured  by 
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the  wishes  &  efforts  of  the  Virga  Delegation  I  am  induced  to  doubt  of 
its  success.  On  consulting  Maryland  I  found  they  had  it  in  Contempla- 
tion to  nominate  Governor  Paca  &  seem'd  to  have  calculated  on  us,  in 
consequence  of  their  union  with  us  in  the  election  of  Mr  Lee  to  the 
Office  he  now  holds.1 

Rhode  Island  would  join  us  with  pleasure;  but  the  Committee  of 
qualifications  are  unanimous  in  the  Opinion  that  the  time  of  that  Del- 
egation has  expired,  &  I  expect  daily  there  will  be  a  vote  of  Congress 
to  that  effect.-  On  the  other  States  to  the  Eastward  there  is  no  depen- 
dance;  &  on  South  Carolina  &  Georgia  there  is  still  less,  as  both  those 
states  are  still  sore  on  their  late  disappointment.  In  this  situation  I 
have  thought  it  expedient  to  defer  nominating  Mr  Lee  untill  I  dis- 
cover a  greater  prospect  of  success.  The  moment  I  do;  it  will  afford 
me  pleasure  to  bring  to  the  view  of  Congress  the  wishes  of  the  state,  & 
to  pursue  the  most  effectual  Steps  to  accomplish  them. 

Mr  Holten  is  elected  Chairman;3  we  go  on  nearly  as  we  have  done 
for  some  Weeks  past,  sometimes  with  seven  8c  never  more  than  eight 
States  on  the  floor. 

With  great  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellencys  Mo 
Obedt  servt,  S  Hardy 

RC  (PHi:  Gratz  Collection). 

1  For  the  election  of  the  minister  to  the  Hague  and  Arthur  Lee's  July  27  appointment 
to  the  board  of  treasury,  see  James  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  April  12,  note  6;  and 
Monroe  to  James  Madison,  December  18,  1784,  note  5,  and  ibid.,  note  12. 

2  Notwithstanding,  the  committee  on  qualifications  and  credentials  reported  on 
September  6  that  the  Rhode  Island  delegates  "have  a  right  to  sit  in  Congress  until  the 
first  Monday  in  November  next,"  for  which  see  JCC,  28:159n,  325n,  29:620n,  630n, 
669n,  682-84. 

3  That  is,  during  Pres.  Richard  Henry  Lee's  leave  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  for 
which  see/CC,  29:631. 


Charles  Pinckney  to  Robert  R.  Livingston 

Dear  Sir  New  York  August  28th.  1 785 

Mr.  Rutledge  declines  going  to  the  Hague  and  Wednesday  next  is 
assigned  for  the  Election  of  a  Minister  to  that  court.  From  letters  re- 
ceived by  the  same  conveyance  we  are  desired  to  nominate  and  push 
Mr.  Ralph  Izard  for  this  appointment.1  From  what  passed  between  us 
when  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  last,  I  thought  it  proper  to  give 
you  the  earliest  intimation  of  this  Election,  that  you  might  have  it  in 
your  power  to  inform  your  friends,  should  the  same  intentions  of 
going  to  Europe  exist  as  when  I  saw  you  at  the  Barons.  If  a  Gentleman 
from  Carolina  had  not  been  nominated,  I  should  have  thought  myself 
in  some  measure  authorised  to  have  named  you,  but  Mr.  Izard's  being 
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in  nomination  precludes  me.  I  hope  it  is  unnecessary  to  assure  you, 
that  was  not  a  gentleman  from  our  state  a  candidate  for  this  office,  I 
know  of  no  one  who  would  more  warmly  meet  my  support  and  affili- 
ate than  yourself.  My  compliments  to  Mrs  Livingston  8c  the  ladies  at 
the  Manor.  Conclude  me  dear  Sir  Yours  very  sincerely. 

Charles  Pinckney2 

RC  (NHi:  Robert  R.  Livingston  Papers). 

1  See  James  Monroe  to  Thomas Jefferson,  April  12,  note  6. 

2  The  only  other  letter  that  Pinckney  subsequently  wrote  during  this  term  that  has 
been  found  is  a  brief  note  to  the  South  Carolina  commissioners  of  the  treasury  of 
November  2,  requesting  them  to  pay  the  half  year's  salary  due  him  (£300)  "to  Messieurs 
James  Buchanan  &  Company  or  their  order."  Miscellaneous  Folders,  NN. 


William  Samuel  Johnson  to  Ann  Johnson 

New  York  Augt.  29th.  1785.  "My  Dearest.  .  .  .Nothing  material 
occur'd  on  the  road,  but  after  much  such  Jolting  as  you  experienc'd 
coming  from  Fairfield,  I  arriv'd  here  at  the  usual  time,  8c  found  all 
Friends  well.  I  was  much  fatigued,  but  it  seems  to  have  done  me  good, 
as  I  have  been  very  well  since,  except  a  trifle  of  Gout  Saturday  Morn- 
ing which  very  soon  went  off.  It  was  high  time  I  return'd,  as  there  was 
much  Impatience  in  Congress  at  my  Absence  8c  that  of  some  other 
Delegates. . . .  We  shall  also  in  a  few  Days  know  here  which  way  Genl. 
Parsons  will  go,  whether  to  Virginia,  or  to  the  Indian  Treaty,  or  both, 
when  it  will  be  proper  for  Billy  to  determine  also  what  course  he  will 
take.1. . .  Since  I  came  here,  as  well  as  before,  I  have  seen  it  I  think  in 
my  Power  to  have  been  engaged  in  a  very  easy  &  honourable  Employ- 
ment, but  have  refused  to  entertain  any  Ideas  of  it,  only  because  it 
must  carry  me  further,  8c  more  continually,  from  you  8c  the  family.  My 
only  Views  are  to  your  8c  their  felicity,  8c  to  that  I  will  always  most 
chearfully  sacrifice  all  personal  regards  whatsoever. . . . 

"Mrs.  Verplank  acquaints  you  there  is  some  very  fine  8c  white  Span- 
ish powder'd  Sugar  lately  imported  here  from  the  Havanah  fit  for  all 
Family  purposes  sold  at  9d.  pence  pr.  pound  which  she  thinks  very 
reasonable.  It  is  in  Chests  or  Box's  of  about  300  lb.  Weight.  If  you 
sho'd  want  any  it  is  probable  you  might  get  Dr.  Nicholl  8c  others  to 
Join  with  you  in  taking  a  Chest  among  you,  for  it  is  not  sold  in  lesser 
Quantities." 

RC  (CtHi: Johnson  Papers). 

1  Samuel  Holden  Parsons  had  been  appointed  a  commissioner  to  settle  Virginia's 
Continental  accounts  and  had  been  nominated  by  Johnson  a  commissioner  to  negoti- 
ate with  the  western  Indians.  The  Johnson's  son  Billy  (Samuel  William)  was  considering 
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joining  Parsons,  depending  upon  which  post  he  accepted.  See  Johnson  to  Samuel 
William  Johnson,  September  21,  note. 


Rufus  King  to  Thomas  Ivers 

Sir,  New  York  29th.  Augt.  1785. 

Mr.  Osgood  goes  from  this  city  tomorrow  for  Boston,  and  will  re- 
turn after  a  few  weeks.  I  profit  from  this  opportunity  of  requesting  you 
to  oblige  me  in  paying  to  Mr.  Osgood  the  balance  of  a  former  warrant 
in  my  favor  being  100  Dollars — together  with  the  amount  of  a  late 
warrant  for  200  L  My.1 

I  am  induced  to  think  that  you  will  not  decline  this  request  if  you 
have  it  within  your  power  to  comply;  it  is  almost  improper  to  mention 
to  you,  that  in  the  public  employ,  the  support  should  be  at  the  public 
expence,  and  not  upon  the  private  funds  of  the  servant  of  the  State. 

With  great  respect  your  obedient  servant  Rufus  King 

RC  (ICU:  Miscellaneous  Manuscripts). 
1  Apparendy  [.awful  Money. 


Jacob  Read  to  James  Madison 

Chamber  of  Congress 
Sir  New  York  Monday  29th  August  1 785 

An  Opinion  prevails  in  South  Carolina  that  the  principal  holders  of 
Slaves  in  Your  State  wish  to  divest  themselves  of  that  kind  of  property 
And  that  tollerable  good  purchases  might  be  made  on  good  Security 
being  given  for  payments  by  Instalments  with  a  regular  discharge  of 
the  Interest.1 

Under  the  Impression  of  this  opinion  the  Honorable  Mr.  J.  Rut- 
ledge  of  So.  Carolina  has  addressed  a  Letter  to  me  wishing  to  become 
engaged  in  any  purchase  I  may  be  able  to  make,  8c  to  make  a  Joint 
Concern.  You  know  his  Validity  &  I  do  not  mean  to  deceive  you  when 
I  say  I  am  possessed  of  a  property  that  will  fully  Authorize  me  to  en- 
gage in  a  Considerable  purchase.  My  present  application  to  you  is  to 
request  you  to  Inform  me  if  you  know  of  any  Such  persons  As  may 
wish  to  Sell  a  gang  of  Hands  8c  the  Terms  on  which  they  might  be 
had — on  Receiving  intelligence  of  the  Name  8c  Residence  of  the  party 
I'd  write  myself  to  such  person  more  particularly.  Excuse  the  Liberty  I 
take  in  troubling  you  on  this  Subject  and  be  assured  that  if  any  occa- 
sion shall  offer  in  which  I  can  be  at  all  Serviceable  to  you  or  any  of 
your  friends  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  Receive  your  Commands. 
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Congress  is  thin  &  I  am  Sorry  to  say  the  States  seem  averse  to  do 
any  Act  that  has  in  prospect  to  assert  the  Dignity  of  the  federal  Gov- 
ernment. We  Debate — make  &  hear  long  8c  often  spirited  Speeches 
but  when  the  Moment  arrives  for  a  Vote  We  Adjourn  8c  thus  the  feel- 
ings of  Individuals  8c  the  Welfare  of  the  Union  is  trifled  with. 

We  have  not  yet  got  through  a  requisition  for  the  Expences  of  the 
Current  year — our  Treasury  is  exceedingly  low.  We  have  in  short  noth- 
ing Pleasing  in  prospect  8c  if  in  a  short  time  the  States  do  not  enable 
Congress  to  act  with  some  Vigour  8c  put  the  power  of  Compulsion 
into  the  hand  of  the  Union  I  am  free  to  Confess  I  think  it  almost  time 
to  give  over  the  force  of  what  I  cannot  consider  as  an  Efficient  Gov- 
ernment. We  Want!  Greatly  want!!  the  Assistance  of  your  abilities  8c 
experience  in  Congress.  I  wou'd  not  be  thought  to  derogate  from  the 
Merit  or  abilities  of  the  present  delegation  but  one  cannot  help  draw- 
ing Comparisons  between  the  Language  of  1783  &  1785.  It  will  be  al- 
ways pleasing  to  me  to  hear  of  your  Health  8c  Welfare.  I  beg  the  favour 
of  a  Speedy  Answer  8c  I  am  Sir  With  very  great  respect  and  regard, 
Your  Most  Obedient  &  Most  Humble  Servant,         Jacob  Read 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  Methodist-led  antislavery  sentiment  in  Virginia,  which  had  recendy  culminated  in  a 
petition  to  the  House  of  Delegates  for  a  general  emancipation,  contributed  to  a 
widespread  belief  outside  the  state  that  slavery  in  Virginia  was  declining.  See  Albert 
Matthews,  "Notes  on  the  Proposed  Abolition  of  Slavery  in  Virginia  in  1785,"  Transactions 
of  the  Colonial  Society  of  Massachusetts  6  (1899-1900):  370-80. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States 

Sir,  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  August  29th.  1785. 

On  examining  the  files  in  this  office,  I  find  that  only  five  States, 
namely  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Maryland,  and  Vir- 
ginia have  transmitted  their  laws,  passed  in  pursuance  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  Congress  of  the  30th  April  1784.1  It  is  suggested  that 
other  States  have  complied  with  the  recommendation,  though  their 
laws  have  not  been  forwarded.  I  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing 
the  act,  and  request  the  favour  of  your  Excellency  to  inform  me  what 
your  Legislature  have  done,  and  if  they  have  complied,  that  You  would 
be  pleased  to  transmit  me  a  copy  of  their  Act,  that  I  may  report  the 
same  to  Congress. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  Excellency's  Most 
obedient  8c  Most  humble  Servt.2 
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LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  'To  die  Governor — of  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island, 
Newjersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia." 

1  That  is,  the  recommendation  to  the  states  to  vest  Congress  with  power  to  regulate 
trade  into  and  out  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  15  years. /CC,  26:321-22. 

2  Thomson  also  wrote  a  brief  note  this  day  to  treasury  commissioner  Samuel  Osgood 
notifying  him  that  he  had  been  granted  "leave  of  absence  for  twelve  or  fourteen  days" 
pursuant  to  his  letter  of  request  of  this  date,  for  which  see  JCC,  29:664;  and  PCC,  item 
78,  17:373-76. 


Rufus  King  to  Timothy  Pickering 

Dr  Sir  New  York  31st  Aug.  1785 

I  thank  you  for  your's  of  yesterday;  since  you  left  this  City  I  found 
an  opportunity  to  draw  a  small  Bill  which  will  answer  my  present  de- 
mands, and  which  leaves  me  at  liberty  with  expressions  of  acknowl- 
edgement to  decline  your  obliging  offer. 

Mr.  Hillegas  it  is  said  will  come  on  to  this  City  with  his  Department. 
We  have  a  publication  from  your  quarter,  entitled  considerations  on 
the  Bank  of  &C.1  Does  not  the  author  prove  more  than  he  would  wish; 
upon  the  principles  attempted  to  be  established  in  this  Pamphlet, 
have  not  congress  authority  to  order  the  removal  of  the  Bank  to  this 
City  or  elsewhere?  2 

With  great  respect  &  esteem,  your  obedt.  servt.    Rufus  King 

RC  (MHi:  Pickering  Papers). 

1  That  is,  Pennsylvania  delegate  James  Wilson's  Considerations  on  the  Bank  of  North- 
America  (Philadelphia:  Hall  &  Sellers,  1785),  for  which  see  The  Works  of  the  Honourable 
James  Wilson,  ed.  Robert  C.  McCloskey,  2  vols.  (1804;  reprint  ed.,  Cambridge,  Mass.:  Har- 
vard University  Press,  1967),  2:824-47. 

The  Bank  of  North  America  had  been  chartered  by  both  Congress  (December  31, 
1781)  and  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  (April  1,  1782),  and  its  directors  were  now  cam- 
paigning to  defeat  a  bill  introduced  in  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly  to  revoke  the  charter 
granted  by  the  state.  As  one  of  the  twleve  board  members,  Wilson  was  attempting  in  his 
Considerations  not  only  to  persuade  the  assembly  not  to  revoke  its  charter  but  to  estab- 
lish that  the  congressional  charter  alone  was  enough  to  preserve  the  bank's  lawful  exis- 
tence. He  failed  in  the  former,  as  the  charter  was  repealed  September  13,  but  suc- 
ceeded in  the  latter,  as  the  bank  continued  operations  under  its  congressional  charter 
and  eventually  was  recharted  by  the  state  in  March  1 787  after  most  of  its  political  foes 
were  defeated  in  the  Pennsylvania  elections  of  1786.  For  the  bank's  stormy  life  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  discussion  of  the  many  tactics  employed  against  it,  see  Janet  Wilson,  "The 
Bank  of  North  America  and  Pennsylvania  Politics:  1781-1787,"  PMHB  66  (1942):  3-28. 
See  also  Morris,  Papers  (Ferguson),  1:  66-74,  7:795-802. 

2  For  discussion  of  Wilson's  constitutional  arguments,  which  included  a  claim  for 
broad  congressional  powers  "not  expressly  delegated  by  the  confederation  .  .  .  but  re- 
sulting from  the  union  of  the  whole,"  see  Wilson,  Works,  1:22-23,  2:829;  and  Page 
.Smith,  fames  Wilson,  Founding  Father,  1742-1798  (Chapel  Hill:  University  of  North  Car- 
olina Press,  1956),  pp.  150-55. 
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Lambert  Cadwalader  to  George  Mitchell 

N  York-Septr  2d  1 785.  "I  have  your  Letter  of  the  20th  Augst.  by  Darby 
and  am  very  sincerely  sorry  to  hear  of  poor  Derricksons  Death — and 
while  I  lament  his  Loss  as  an  Executor  to  the  Estate  I  fear  he  will  be 
very  much  missed  in  his  Family,  to  whom  he  seemed  to  be  truely  a  Fa- 
ther. 

"I  am  much  surprized  at  your  not  having  reed,  several  Letters  from 
me  [not  found]  since  I  have  been  here  as  they  were  all  sent  to  Mrs  Dag- 
worthy  &  forwarded  by  her." 

Devotes  14  additional  paragraphs  to  the  details  of  various  transac- 
tions involving  their  commercial  business,  and  concludes:  "I  wish  you 
would  carefully  answer  this  Letter  by  Paragraphs  taking  one  after  the 
other  as  I  am  anxious  to  be  informed  on  the  several  Material  Points 
herein  mentioned." 

RC  (PHC:  Roberts  Autograph  Collection).  Addressed:  "Mr.  George  Mitchell  at  Daggs- 
bury,  Indian  River.  Per  Capt  Darby." 


Elbridge  Gerry  to  Samuel  Hodgdon 

Dear  Sir  N  York  2d  Sepr  1 785 

I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  27th  &  29th  of  August,  &  shall  this 
Day  pay  to  Mr  Peirce  paymaster  General  fourteen  Dollars  &  37/4/90ths 
being  the  Ballance  of  your  Account,  which  Sum  You  may  charge  to 
him  without  further  Information  from  me. 

We  have  heard  nothing  further  from  Mr  Hillegas,  at  least,  there  has 
been  no  official  Information  to  Congress,  whilst  I  have  been  there 
touching  the  Subject:  it  is  difficult  to  know  the  Intentions  of  Gentle- 
men respecting  Elections,  but  Mr  Pickering  may  be  assured  of  the  Sup- 
port of  Massachusetts,  should  Mr  Hillegas  resign.1  Pray  inform  him  I 
have  reed  his  Letter  of  the  30th  of  Augt  which  requires  no  answer. 
I  remain  in  Haste  Dr  Sr  yours  sincerely,  E  Gerry 

RC  (MHi:  Timothy  Pickering  Papers).  Addressed:  "Samuel  Hodgdon  Esqr  at  Philadel- 
phia." 

1  For  Michael  Hillegas'  possible  resignation  as  treasurer  of  the  United  States  because 
of  his  procrastination  over  moving  his  office  to  New  York  from  Philadelphia,  see  Rufus 
King  to  Timothy  Pickering,  June  17,  note. 
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Rufus  King  to  John  Lowell 

Dear  Sir  New  York  3d.  Sepr.  1 785 

I  received  your  obliging  favor  by  Captain  Walden,  and  he  has  done 
Mr  Gerry  and  myself  the  favor  of  conferring  with  him  upon  his  proj- 
ect of  introducing  from  Sweden  coined  copper  to  the  amount  of 
£100,000  Stg.1  We  called  upon  Mr.  Livingston  of  the  Treasury  board, 
Mr.  Osgood  being  absent,  and  introduced  Captain  Walden  to  him.  We 
were  induced  to  this  measure  because  a  Letter  written  by  Capt.  Walden 
to  Congress  before  he  left  Boston  had  been  referred  to  the  board, 
who  have  under  their  consideration  the  whole  subject  of  a  mint. 

From  the  conversation  that  passed,  and  the  proposals  of  Capt 
Walden  as  I  understood  them,  I  am  induced  to  conclude  that  his  plan 
is  of  that  kind  that  would  by  no  means  advance  the  interest  of  the 
States — the  profit  on  the  coinage  of  copper  is  very  considerable  in 
Great  Britain  and  in  most  other  nations  of  Europe. 

The  value  of  coppers  or  British  Half  pence  is  nearly  thirty  per  cent 
above  their  intrinsic  value;  the  difference  between  this  excess  and  the 
price  or  value  of  the  Labor  employed  in  the  coinage,  is  a  clear  profit 
to  the  coiners.  Very  little  profit  can  be  made  on  the  coinage  of  silver, 
less  upon  that  of  Gold,  but  take  the  copper  coinage  in  connection 
with  that  of  Gold  &  silver,  and  the  mint  will  support  itself. 

The  United  States  have  Eighty  Tons  of  copper  in  their  magazines;  a 
company  are  here  who  brought  with  them  from  England  the  various 
machines  &  implements  necessary  for  a  coinage,  and  have  rendered 
their  services — a  coinage  in  our  own  Country  is  more  pleasing  than 
one  abroad. 

Nevertheless  Capt.  Waldons  proposals  may  be  beneficial. 

Mr.  Osgood  will  inform  you  fully  of  our  situation  relative  to  a  fed- 
eral court  &  other  things. 

We  have  sent  private  Letters;  and  the  Secretary  has  sent  duplicates, 
and  Triplicates,  to  Mr.  Flemming  &  Mr.  Sitgreaves,  but  no  answer  has 
come  to  hand.  I  hope  we  shall  not  be  obliged  to  negotiate  farther  for 
Judges.2  Doct.  Johnson  prays  you  would  oblige  us  with  a  Statement  of 
the  claim,3  the  points  to  be  made  in  the  cause  &ca.  &ca.  Mr.  Parsons 
had  a  brief,4  will  he  not  send  us  a  copy?  I  wish  it  may  be  in  his  power. 

With  great  respect  your  most  Obed.  Servt.  Rufus  King 

RC  (DLC:  Miscellaneous  Manuscripts). 

1  For  Frederick  H.  Walden 's  copper  coinage  proposal,  see  Elbriclge  Gerry  to  James 
Bowdoin,  September  5,  note  1. 
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2  That  is,  forjudges  to  hear  Massachusetts'  claim  to  lands  in  western  New  York,  for 
which  see  Charles  Thomson  to  William  Fleming,  et  al.,  June  9,  and  to  Thomas  Johnson, 
etal.,June'21,  1785. 

:*  That  is,  Connecticut  delegate  William  Samuel  Johnson  who  had  been  advising  the 
Massachusetts  agents  in  this  case. 

4  That  is,  Theophilus  Parsons,  who  with  Lowell  and  James  Sullivan  was  one  of  the 
Massachusetts  agents  in  this  cause,  along  with  the  state's  delegates  to  Congress,  King,  El- 
bridge  Cerry,  and  Samuel  Holten. 


Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin 

Sir,  New  York  3d  September  1 785 

We  have  deferred  a  Communication  of  the  Reasons  which  urged  Us 
to  suspend  the  Delivery  to  Congress,  of  your  Excellency's  Letter  to 
them  for  reviewing  &  altering  the  Confederation,  &  to  each  of  the  Ex- 
ecutives of  the  States  on  the  same  Subject;  in  Expectation  of  an  Answer 
to  the  Letter  which  We  had  the  Honor  of  addressing  to  You  the  18th  of 
August  last:1  but  lest  any  Inconvenience  should  result  from  a  longer 
Delay,  We  now  beg  Leave  to  suggest  our  Sentiments  on  the  Subject. 

It  may  be  necessary  previously  to  observe,  that  many  are  of  Opin- 
ion, the  States  have  not  yet  had  Experience  sufficient  to  determine 
the  Extent  of  powers  vested  in  Congress  by  the  Confederation;  & 
therefore,  that  every  Measure  at  this  Time,  proposing  an  Alteration,  is 
premature.  But  admitting  the  Necessity,  of  immediately  investing  Con- 
gress with  more  commercial  powers,  it  may  be  expedient  to  enquire. 
First.  Whether  good  policy  does  not  require,  that  those  powers 
should  be  temporary?  In  determining  this  question,  We  are  led  to 
consider,  the  commercial  Evils  to  be  remedied:  the  Efficacy  of  tempo- 
rary powers  for  this  purpose:  and  the  Disposition  of  the  several  States 
touching  the  Subject.  The  Evils  principally  consist,  in  the  Impositions, 
Restrictions,  &  prohibitions  of  foreign  powers  on  our  Commerce;  8c  in 
the  Embarrassments  resulting  from  the  commercial  Regulations  of 
our  own  States.  How  far  temporary  powers  can  remedy  these  Evils, 
perhaps  Time  8c  Experience  can  only  determine.  Thus  much  may  nev- 
ertheless be  suggested,  that  as  the  several  Treaties  which  are  now  ne- 
gotiating by  our  Commissioners  in  Europe,  are  not  to  exceed  the 
Term  of  fifteen  Years;  if  the  commercial  powers  to  be  vested  in  Con- 
gress should  be  of  a  similar  Duration,  they  may  remedy  the  Evils  for 
that  Term:  8c  at  the  Expiration  thereof,  a  new  commercial  Epoch  will 
commence,  when  the  States  will  have  a  more  clear  &  comprehensive 
View  of  their  commercial  Interests,  8c  of  the  best  Means  for  promoting 
the  same;  whether  by  Treaties  abroad,  or  by  the  Delegation  8c  Exercise 
of  greater  commercial  Powers  at  Home.  Whatever  the  Disposition  of 
the  States  may  be,  it  can  only  be  known  by  their  Acts:  but  the  different 
Views  which  they  have  had  of  the  Subject  give  Reason  to  suppose,  that 
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some  Legislatures  will  think  temporary  commercial  powers  elegible 
under  present  Circumstances;  8c  should  this  be  the  Opinion  of  but 
one,  an  attempt  immediately  to  delegate  perpetual  commercial  pow- 
ers, must  fail,  8c  may  prevent  a  delegation  of  temporary  powers — for 
in  politics  as  in  private  Life,  by  aiming  at  too  much,  We  oft-times  ac- 
complish nothing. 

Secondly.  If  the  States  are  unanimously  disposed  to  increase  the  com- 
mercial powers  of  the  Confederacy;  should  not  the  additional  powers, 
be  in  the  first  Instance  temporary;  &  the  Adoption  of  them  as  part  of 
the  Confederation,  depend  on  their  beneficial  Effects?  This  is  a  Ques- 
tion on  which  We  propose  not  to  venture  a  decided  Opinion;  but  Ex- 
perience teaches  Us,  that  in  the  Formation  of  Constitutions  &  Laws, 
the  wisest  Men  have  not  been  able  to  foresee  the  Evasions  8c  Abuses, 
which  in  the  Operation  have  resulted  from  vague  Terms  &  Expres- 
sions; latent  Inconsistencies,  artful  Constructions,  &  from  too  full  8c 
unguarded  a  Delegation  of  powers.  Whether  the  Subject  of  Com- 
merce, 8c  the  Danger  to  which  the  States  may  be  exposed  by  a  Surren- 
der to  the  Union  of  their  commercial  Authority,  are  so  fully  under- 
stood as  to  justify  the  Consideration  of  an  immediate  Alteration  of  the 
Confederation,  is  a  Matter  that  the  Legislatures  alone  are  competent 
to  determine — any  of  them,  who  may  not  be  clear  with  respect  to  ei- 
ther of  those  points,  will  probably  (as  in  the  other  Case),  be  in  the 
first  Instance  in  Favour  of  temporary  commercial  powers,  8c  if  ap- 
proved by  Experience,  of  adopting  them  as  part  of  the  Confederation. 
But  should  all  the  States  be  in  Favour  of  an  immediate  Alteration  of 
the  Articles,  will  it  not  be  expedient  for  them,  previously  to  consider? 
that,  however  great  the  abuse  of  this  Trust  may  hereafter  be;  however 
greivous  to  a  considerable  part  of  the  Union;  the  powers,  once  dele- 
gated in  the  Confederation,  cannot  be  revoked  without  the  unanimous 
Consent  of  the  States — that  this,  may  be  earnestly  sought  for,  but  never 
obtained? — that  the  fcederal  &  State  Constitutions,  are  the  great  Bul- 
warks of  Liberty — that  if  they  are  subject,  on  trivial  or  even  important 
Occasions,  to  be  revised  8c  re-revised,  altered  &  re-altered,  they  must 
cease  to  be  considered  as  effectual  8c  sacred  Barriers;  &  like  land 
Marks  frequently  changed,  will  afford  no  certain  Rule  for  ascertaining 
the  Boundaries,  no  criterion  for  distinguishing  between  the  Rights  of 
Government,  8c  those  of  the  people.  And  therefore,  that  every  Alter- 
ation of  the  Articles,  should  be  so  thoroughly  understood  8c  digested,  as 
scarcely  to  admit  the  possibility  of  a  Disposition  for  a  Reconsideration. 

Thirdly.  Shall  any  Alteration,  either  temporary  or  perpetual,  be  pro- 
posed in  a  Way,  not  expressly  pointed  out  by  the  Confederation?  The 
thirteenth  article  provides,  "that  the  Articles  of  this  Confederation 
shall  be  inviolably  observed  by  every  State,  8c  the  Union  shall  be  per- 
petual; nor  shall  any  Alteration  at  any  Time  hereafter  be  made  in  any 
of  them:  unless  such  Alteration  be  agreed  to  in  a  Congress  of  the 
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united  States,  &  be  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  Legislature  of  every 
State."  Here,  no  provision  is  made,  for  or  against  a  Convention,  8c 
therefore  it  may  be  said  not  to  be  inconsistent  with  this  Article;  but  as 
the  proceedings  of  a  Convention  would  not  be  binding  on  Congress, 
should  the  latter  think  themselves  under  the  Necessity  of  rejecting  the 
Report  of  the  former,  would  not  the  States,  after  having  thus  incurred 
a  considerable  Expence,  be  dissatisfied  on  the  Occasion?  would  not 
the  Members  of  the  Convention,  who,  it  must  be  supposed,  would  be 
Men  of  the  first  Abilities  8c  Influence  in  the  several  States,  be  hurt,  8c 
opposed  in  this  Instance  to  Congress?  &  would  not  parties,  in  the  Leg- 
islatures 8c  amongst  the  people,  be  the  Consequence?  if  so,  may  not 
an  Apprehension  of  these  Evils,  have  a  Tendency  to  influence  some 
Members  of  Congress  to  give  up  their  Opinion  respecting  the  Report, 
rather  than  to  be  considered  as  pertinacious,  8c  involved  in  Con- 
tentions? And  if  such  are  the  prospects  of  a  Convention,  will  not  Con- 
gress consider  it  as  being  contrary  to  the  Spirit  of  the  Confederation? 
Indeed,  We  are  doubtful,  whether  a  Measure  of  this  Kind,  would  not 
be  veiwed  as  manifesting  a  Want  of  Confidence  in  Congress,  8c  on  this 
Ground,  meet  their  Disapprobation. 

Fourthly.  If  an  Alteration,  either  temporary  or  perpetual,  of  the  com- 
mercial powers  of  Congress,  is  to  be  considered  by  a  Convention,  shall 
the  latter  be  authorized  to  revise  the  Confederation  generally,  or  only 
for  express  purposes?  the  great  object  of  the  Revolution,  was  the  Es- 
tablishment of  good  Government,  8c  each  of  the  States,  in  forming 
their  own,  as  well  as  the  federal  Constitution,  have  adopted  republi- 
can principles — notwithstanding  this,  plans  have  been  artfully  laid,  8c 
vigorously  pursued,  which  had  they  been  successful,  We  think,  would 
inevitably  have  changed  our  republican  Governments,  into  baleful 
Aristocracies.  Those  plans  are  frustrated,  but  the  same  Spirit  remains 
in  their  abettors:  And  the  Institution  of  the  Cincinnati,  honorable  & 
beneficent  as  the  Veiws  may  have  been  of  the  Officers  who  compose  it, 
We  fear,  if  not  totally  abolished,  will  have  the  same  fatal  Tendency.2 
What  the  Effect  then  may  be,  of  calling  a  Convention  to  revise  the 
Confederation  generally,  We  leave  with  your  Excellency  8c  the  honor- 
able Legislature  to  determine.  We  are  apprehensive  8c  it  is  our  Duty  to 
declare  it,  that  such  a  Measure  would  produce  thro  out  the  Union,  an 
Exertion  of  the  Friends  of  an  Aristocracy,  to  send  Members  who  would 
promote  a  Change  of  Government:  8c  We  can  form  some  Judgment  of 
the  plan,  which  such  Members  would  report  to  Congress.  But  should 
the  Members  be  altogether  republican,  such  have  been  the  Declama- 
tions of  designing  Men  against  the  Confederation  generally:  against 
the  Rotation  of  Members,  which  perhaps  is  the  best  Check  to  Corrup- 
tion 8c  against  the  Mode  of  altering  the  Confederation  by  the  unani- 
mous Consent  of  the  Legislatures,  which  effectually  prevents  Innova- 
tions in  the  Articles,  by  Intrigue  or  Surprize,  that  We  think,  there  is 
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great  Danger  of  Report  which  would  invest  Congress  with  powers,  that 
the  honorable  Legislature  have  not  the  most  distant  Intention  to  dele- 
gate. Perhaps  it  may  be  said,  this  can  produce  no  ill  Effect;  because 
Congress  may  correct  the  Report  however  exceptionable,  or  if  passed 
by  them,  any  of  the  States  may  refuse  to  ratify  it — true  it  is,  that  Con- 
gress &  the  States  have  such  powers,  but  would  not  such  a  Report,  af- 
fect the  Tranquillity  8c  weaken  the  Government  of  the  Union?  We 
have  already  considered  the  Operation  of  the  Report  as  it  would  re- 
spect Congress;  and  if  Animosities  8c  parties  would  naturally  arise 
from  their  rejecting  it,  how  much  would  these  be  increased,  if  the  Re- 
port approved  by  Congress  &  some  of  the  States,  should  be  rejected 
by  other  States?  would  there  not  be  Danger  of  a  party  Spirit's  being 
thus  more  generally  diffused  8c  warmly  supported?  far  distant  We 
know  it  to  be  from  the  honorable  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  to  give 
up  a  single  principle  of  Republicanism,  but  when  a  general  Revision, 
shall  have  proceeded  from  their  Motion,  &  a  Report  which  to  them 
may  be  highly  offensive,  shall  have  been  confirmed  by  seven  States  in 
Congress  &  ratified  by  several  Legislatures,  will  not  these  be  ready  to 
charge  Massachusetts  with  Inconsistency,  in  being  the  first  to  oppose  a 
Measure,  which  the  State  will  be  said  to  have  originated?  Mas- 
sachusetts has  great  Weight,  8c  is  considered  as  one  of  the  most  repub- 
lican States  in  the  Union;  &  When  it  is  known  that  the  Legislature 
have  proposed  a  general  Revision,  there  can  be  no  Doubt,  that  they 
will  be  represented  as  being  convinced  of  the  Necessity  of  increasing 
generally,  the  powers  of  Congress,  &  the  Opinion  of  the  State  will  be 
urged  with  such  Art,  as  to  convince  Numbers  that  the  Articles  of  the 
Confederation  are  altogether  exceptionable.  Thus,  whilst  Measures 
are  taken  to  guard  against  the  Evils  arising  from  the  Want  in  one  or 
two  particulars,  of  power  in  Congress,  We  are  in  great  Danger  of  in- 
curring the  other  Extreme — "more  power  in  Congress"  has  been  the 
Cry  from  all  quarters;  but  especially  of  those,  whose  Veiws,  not  being 
confined  to  a  Government  that  will  best  promote  the  Happiness  of 
the  people,  are  extended  to  one  that  will  afford  lucrative  Employ- 
ments, civil  8c  military.  Such  a  government  is  an  Aristocracy,  which 
would  require  a  standing  Army,  &  a  numerous  Train  of  pensioners  & 
placemen  to  prop  8c  support  its  exalted  Administration.  To  recom- 
mend ones  self  to  such  an  Administration,  would  be  to  secure  an  Es- 
tablishment for  Life  8c  at  the  same  Time  to  provide  for  his  posterity. 
These  are  pleasing  prospects,  which  republican  Governments  do  not 
afford,  And  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  many  persons  of  elevated 
Veiws  8c  idle  Habits  in  these  States  are  desirous  of  the  Change.  We  are 
for  increasing  the  power  of  Congress,  as  far  as  it  will  promote  the  Hap- 
piness of  the  people;  but  at  the  same  Time  are  clearly  of  Opinion,  that 
every  Measure  should  be  avoided  which  would  strengthen  the  Hands 
of  the  Enemies  to  a  free  Government:  And  that  an  administration  of 
the  present  Confederation  with  all  its  Inconveniences,  is  preferable  to 
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the  Risque  of  general  Dissentions  &  Animosities,  which  may  approach 
to  Anarchy  &  prepare  the  Way  to  a  ruinous  System  of  Government. 

Having  thus,  from  a  Sense  of  the  Duty  We  owe  to  the  United  States 
as  well  as  to  our  Constituents,  communicated  to  your  Excellency,  our 
Sentiments  on  this  important  Subject;  We  request  You  to  lay  them  be- 
fore the  honorable  Legislature  at  their  next  Session,  &  to  inform 
them,  that  their  Measures  for  a  general  Revision  of  the  Confedera- 
tion, if  confirmed,  shall  be  immediately  communicated  to  Congress; 
that  no  Time  will  be  lost  by  the  Suspension,  since  the  Requisition  8c 
other  important  Matters  before  Congress,  would  have  prevented  them 
from  an  early  Attention  to  the  propositions  of  Massachusetts;  &  that,  if 
these  had  been  approved  by  Congress,  many  of  the  Legislatures,  being 
now  adjourned,  could  not  take  the  same  into  Consideration. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  remain  Sir,  with  the  most  perfect  Respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedt  8c  most  humble  Servts. 

E  Gerry. 

S.  Holten  3 

R.  King 

RC  (NN:  Emmet  Collection,  no.  9523).  Written  by  Gerry  and  signed  by  Gerry,  Holten, 
and  King. 

1  See  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  Bowdoin,  August  18,  note  2. 

2  Elbridge  Gerry  had  long  been  one  of  the  most  vehement  critics  of  the  Society  of  the 
Cincinnati,  and  although  its  original  proposed  constitution  had  been  amended  in  re- 
sponse to  criticisms,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  hereditary  principle  to  defuse  charges 
that  the  Cincinnati  aimed  at  establishing  an  aristocracy,  he  was  convinced  that  it  was  be- 
hind the  movement  for  calling  a  convention  to  strengthen  the  confederation.  For  the 
renewal  of  attacks  on  the  society  in  1785  despite  the  conciliatory  gestures  of  its  leaders 
in  1784  to  allay  the  fears  of  its  critics,  see  Minor  Myers,  Liberty  without  Anarchy,  a  History 
of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  (Charlottesville:  University  Press  of  Virginia,  1983),  pp. 
70-79.  See  also  Gerry  to  John  Adams,  August  3,  note  4. 

3  That  Holten  may  have  been  uneasy  over  sending  this  letter  at  this  time  is  suggested 
by  the  the  following  "Billet"  written  by  him  to  Gerry  and  King  the  following  day,  per- 
haps when  he  affixed  this  signature. 

"Dr.  Holten  presents  his  compliments  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Gerry,  &  Mr.  King,  & 
beg[s]  leave  to  submit  to  their  consideration  whether  it  might  not  be  adviseable  to  date 
our  letter  the  5th  considering  the  short  time  since  ours  of  the  18th  of  August  to  which 
this  refers."  Holten  Papers,  DLC. 


Charles  Pettit  to  John  Nicholson 

Dear  Sir i  New  York  3d.  Septr.  1 785 

While  I  had  the  Honor  of  a  Seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Penn- 
sylvania, many  Applications  were  made  by  Officers  of  the  Pensa.  Line 
on  a  Supposition  that  they  were  excluded  from  the  Emoluments 
granted  to  others,  either  by  having  been  overlooked,  or  by  a  Miscon- 
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struction  of  their  Cases  in  applying  the  Regulations  of  Congress  to 
them.  The  Case  of  Col.  Murray  &  others  who  are  named  in  an  Act  of 
Assembly  passed  in  1783  (which  Act  it  appeared  to  me  ought  not  to 
have  been  made),  and  the  Cases  of  some  others,  I  have  laid  before 
Congress.2  I  got  them  referred  to  a  Committee  of  whom  I  was  one, 
but  finding  little  probability  of  getting  any  new  Resolution  in  their 
Favor,  and  conceiving  those  in  existence  would  admit  their  Claims,  if 
they  could  establish  the  Facts  they  set  forth,  I  consulted  the  Paymr. 
Genl.,  who  on  examining  into  the  Matter,  agreed  with  me  in  Opinion 
as  to  Col.  Murray  8c  his  Associates — but  as  to  the  others  I  could  not 
perceive  a  prospect  of  Success,  &  therefore  withdrew  the  Papers.  The 
Allowance  of  Depreciation,  I  presume,  is  to  be  settled  by  you — the 
Commutation,  by  Mr.  Pierce,  I  therefore  inclose  to  you  the  Opinion 
he  gave  me  in  writing  that  you  may  give  to  the  Applicants  the  proper 
Information,  as  I  suppose  they  will  apply  to  you. 

In  Consequence  of  your  Letter  of  the  19th  Ult.  I  presented  to  Con- 
gress the  Petition  of  Capt.  McLean;3  it  was  referred  to  the  Secry.  at 
War,  whose  Report  I  have  not  seen,  but  he  has  told  me  it  must  be 
against  the  Claim — that  he  was  of  Opinion  that  what  was  done  for  the 
Invalids  when  at  West  Point  8c  on  their  being  sent  from  thence,  was 
quite  as  much,  if  not  more  than  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  would 
warrant;  and  Congress  having  passed  their  Ordinance  of  June  last  as  a 
final  Provision  for  the  Invalids,  will  not  farther  meddle  with  the  Busi- 
ness unless  something  extraordinary  should  appear  in  a  Case  to  claim 
their  Notice. 

You  cannot  be  unapprized  of  the  Importance  of  getting  the  Ac- 
count of  the  State  of  Pennsa.  with  the  United  States  settled.  A  settle- 
ment with  all  the  States  seems  to  me  essentially  necessary  to  their  well- 
being,  as  we  can  take  no  radical  Measures  in  Finance,  nor  draw  any 
Revenues  on  Federal  Principles  till  that  shall  be  done  and  the  Quotas 
established.  There  is  such  a  Backwardness  in  the  States  on  this  Subject 
that  we  are  contriving  a  Mode  to  give  advantage  to  such  States  as  shall 
be  most  forward  in  the  Business,  and  I  would  wish  the  State  of  Pennsa.  to 
be  among  the  foremost  in  this  as  it  is  generally  in  all  federal  Measures. 

I  hope  to  be  in  Phila.  in  the  course  of  a  Week  or  two,  8c  shall  wish  to 
be  furnished  with  the  best  Information  you  can  give  me  as  to  the  State 
of  our  Acct.  with  the  U  States — I  doubt  not  your  readiness  to  give  me 
this  Information,  nor  your  Judgment  in  the  mode  of  stating  it,  I  there- 
fore think  it  needless  to  be  more  particular. 

I  am,  with  Esteem,  Dr  Sir,  Your  most  huml  Servant, 

Cha.  Pettit4 

RC  (PHi:  Gratz  Collection).  Addressed:  "John  Nicholson  Esq:.,  Comptroller  Genl., 
Philadelphia." 

1  Since  his  appointment  as  comptroller  general  of  Pennsylvania  November  8,  1782, 
John  Nicholson  (1757-1800)  was  often  regarded  as  "the  financial  dictator  of  the  State." 
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Robert  1).  Arbuckle,  Pennsylvania  Speculate)  and  Patriot,  The  Entrepreneurial  John  Nicholson, 
1757-1800  (Universifi  Park:  Pennsylvania  Sum-  University  Press,  1975),  p.  7. 

-  No  documents  related  to  the  case  of  John  Murray,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  2d  Penn- 
sylvania Regiment,  1778-81 ,  are  in  the  PCC  ,  or  mentioned  in  the  journals  of  Congress. 

;i  A  letterbook  copy  of  Nicholson's  August  19  lettet  to  the  Pennsylvania  delegates  in- 
troducing Capt.  James  McLean,  is  in  the  Nicholson  Papers.  PHarH  (microfilm  collec- 
tion, reel  1).  Nicholson  explained  that  McLean  "waits  upon  Congress  in  order  to  obtain 
the  pay  for  himself  and  the  [Invalid]  Corps  lately  commanded  by  him  at  West  Point. 
They  have  been  dismissed  and  sent  to  this  slate  destitute  of  the  means  of  subsisting 
themselves,  and  as  the  legislature  of  Penna.  have  not  met  since  the  late  recommenda- 
tion to  the  states  respecting  disabled  officers  and  soldiers  they  are  in  great  distress." 
McLean's  undated  petition  to  Congress  is  in  PCC,  item  41,  6:432-34.  For  Secretary  at 
War  Henry  Knox's  September  27  report  on  this  appeal,  see  JCC,  29:658n,  788-90;  and 
PCC,  item  151,  fols.  1 17-20. 

4  Pettit  also  wrote  the  following  brief  letter  to  Nicholson  on  October  5  concerning  his 
accounts  for  attendance  at  Congress.  "I  find  by  the  Journals  of  Congress  I  took  niv  Seal 
in  the  House  on  the  Morning  of  the  27th  of  May,  &  attended  in  Congress  till  the  30th  <>( 
September  inclusive,  except  ten  Days  of  Business  in  July,  in  which  Time  1  made  a  Trip  to 
Philada. 

"You  will  please  to  frame  my  Acct.  &  obtain  a  Warrant  for  Payment  accordingly."  Fogg 
Collection,  MeHi. 

The  Pennsylvania  delegates  periodically  submitted  their  accounts  for  congressional 
attendance  to  comptroller  general  Nicholson,  of  which  the  following  are  in  the  Gratz 
Collection,  PHi.  Joseph  Gardner  presented  claims  to  Nicholson  for  attendance  from 
November  28,  1784,  to  November  7,  1785  (less  "13  days  absence  during  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress  [December  1784-January  1785],"  plus  "sixteen  days  absence  in  May" 
and  "seven  days  absence  in  Septr.  Visiting  my  family").  And  David  Jackson  claimed 
"wages  as  a  delegate"  from  April  21  to  November  4,  1785,  inclusive  (deducting  "for  ab- 
sent time"  August  6  to  1 1  and  August  26  to  September  10). 


Rufus  King  to  Theophilus  Parsons 

Dear  Sir,  New  York,  4th.  Sep.  1 785. 

Our  townsman  Mr.  Dexter  is  here  for  the  purpose  of  registering  a 
quantity  of  public  securities;  among  the  certificates  produced  at  the 
office  of  the  Treasury  there  is  one  which  is  wholly  a  counterfeit. 

Mr.  Peirce  the  late  paymaster  of  the  army,  has  requested  me  to  di- 
rect him  to  some  person  in  Massachusetts,  to  whom  he  may  apply  for 
assistance  in  detecting  this  public  fraud.1 

I  have  recommended  to  Mr.  Peirce  to  transmit  such  remarks  upon 
this  subject  as  he  may  think  proper  to  you,  and  to  request  your  aid.  I 
pray  you  to  give  such  assistance  in  this  instance  as  may  tend  to  a  dis- 
covery of  a  fraud  so  injurious  to  the  public  and  private  interest. 

I  am  uneasy  that  I  have  it  not  in  my  power  to  inform  you  that  all  the 
Gentlemen  appointed  Judges  of  the  federal  Court  have  accepted.  Mr 
Johnson  only  of  the  three  aggreed  upon  when  you  was  here  has  re- 
turned any  answer — he  accepts — Mr.  Flemming  and  Mr.  Sitgreaves 
have  not  informed  whether  they  will  accept  or  not.2 
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All  possible  care  has  been  taken  to  give  these  Gentlemen  notice, 
and  it  is  very  extraordinary  that  neither  of  them  gives  any  answer. 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect  and  Esteem,  Your  Obliged  humb. 
Servt.  R.  King 

Tr  (NHi:  King  Papers).  Endorsed:  "copied  verbatim  el  literatim. " 

1  Foi  Congress'  attempts  to  control  the  counterfeiting  of  Continental  certificates,  see 
Abiel  Foster  to  Joseph  Howell,  January  10,  note  2;  and  Charles  Thomson  to  Certain 
States,  March  28,  1785. 

-  See  Charles  Thomson  to  William  Fleming  et  al.,  June  9  note  2;  and  Elbridge  Gerry 
and  King  to  John  Lowell,  et  al.,  September  29. 


Elbridge  Gerry  to  Samuel  Adams 

My  dear  sir,  New  York  5th  Sepr  1785 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  Favour  of  the  27th  of  Augt  in- 
closing the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  respecting  the  Institution 
of  the  Cincinnati.1  Congress  have  been  ever  tender  of  the  Reputation 
of  their  military  officers,  8c  as  far  as  I  could  collect  the  Sentiments  of 
the  Members  at  Annapolis,  were  in  Expectation  of  a  voluntary  Aboli- 
tion of  the  Institution.  It  was  then  conceived,  that  all  the  officers 
might  have  been  mistaken  with  Respect  to  its  fatal  Tendency,  &  that 
many  certainly  were;  but  that  seeing  the  Sense  of  their  fellow  Citizens 
&  of  some  of  the  Legislatures  on  the  Subject,  no  Time  would  be  lost 
in  putting  a  period  to  so  obnoxious  a  Measure.  In  this  Congress  have 
been  mistaken,  for  so  far  have  the  Cincinnati  Congress  been  from  an 
Abolition,  that  in  my  opinion  the  plan  is  worse  on  the  last  Establish- 
ment than  it  was  on  the  first.  My  Reason  is  this,  that  in  the  first  case  it 
was  too  glaring  to  escape  the  Observation  of  any  one,  &  in  the  last  it 
may  lull  some  into  a  Security  until]  the  Cincinnati  Nobility  have  so  es- 
tablished their  Influence  as  to  control  our  republican  Governments  8c 
then  they  may  reassume  their  first  Shape  8c  bid  Defiance  to  Opposi- 
tion. I  am  not  sure  that  Congress  will  take  the  Matter  up;  but  sure  I 
am,  that  if  the  Delegates  of  Massachusetts  return  their  Health  8c  Seats 
in  Congress,  they  will  put  on  the  Journals  some  propositions  that  will 
sound  a  fcederal  alarm:  being  firmly  persuaded  this  Institution  must 
be  abolished  soon,  as  it  will  destroy  our  Liberties.  We  have  by  this 
post,  given  his  Excelly  Governor  Bowdoin,  our  Reasons  for  suspending 
a  Delivery  of  his  Dispatches  for  a  general  Revision  of  the  Confedera- 
tion, which  I  presume  he  will  officially  communicate  to  his  Council  8c  I 
wish  to  have  your  Sentiments  on  the  Subject.2 

My  Compliments  to  your  Lady  8c  be  assured  I  am  Sir  on  every  occa- 
sion your  Friend  8c  very  hum  Serv  E  Gerry 
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RC  (NN:  Adams  Papers). 

1  Adams'  letter  is  not  in  Adams,  Writings  ((lushing). 

2  See  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin,  September  3. 


Elbridge  Gerry  to  James  Bowdoin 

Sir,  New  York  5th  Sepr.  1 785. 

I  was  honored  with  your  Excellency's  Letter  by  Capt.  Walden,  & 
have  received  from  him  some  general  propositions  respecting  Copper 
halfpence,  which  he  offers  to  supply  to  the  Amount  of  £100,000  ster- 
ling.1 Previous  to  his  Arrival  the  Business  of  a  Mint  had  been  under 
the  Consideration  of  a  grand  Committee,  whose  Report  I  inclose,2 
with  a  Request  that  You  will  not  impart  it  to  any  one,  as  it  is  not  usual 
to  send  out  such  Documents  untill  they  are  passed  by  Congress.  In- 
deed the  Board  of  Treasury  have  the  Matter,  pursuant  to  order  of 
Congress,  under  Consideration,  &  Mr.  Osgood  being  absent,  &  Mr. 
Lee  not  arrived,  I  introduced  Mr  Walden  to  Mr  Levingston  the  only 
Member  in  the  City,  &  to  Mr  Duer  the  Secretary,  who  will  examine 
minutely  into  the  propositions,  point  out  what  part  of  them  is  admiss- 
able,  &  what  not;  &  give  Mr  Walden  an  Opportunity  of  soon  determin- 
ing whether  there  is  a  prospect  of  his  entering  into  such  a  Contract  as 
Congress  will  probably  consent  to.  I  do  not  think  there  is  such  a 
prospect,  because  one  Condition  will  perhaps  be,  that  the  Money  shall 
be  coined,  in  the  U  States,  another  in  the  Mint  of  the  Confederacy,  a 
third  that  the  Coiner  shall  be  on  Wages  8c  the  profits  which  are  esti- 
mated at  about  30  per  Ct  shall  accrue  to  the  publick.  Capt  Walden 
thinks  the  profits  will  not  exceed  28  per  Ct,  8c  supposing  this  to  be  the 
Case  £22,000  sterling,  the  advance  on  £78,000,  would  be  no  trifling 
Sum  in  the  foederal  Chest,  at  this  Crisis  of  its  Evacuation.  However 
thus  much  Capt  Walden  will  be  sure  of,  plain  dealing  &  a  preference 
if  his  Terms,  amongst  other  proposals  are  entitled  to  it:  or  a  polite  Re- 
fusal, if  they  are  not. 

The  papers  inclosed  contain  some  particulars  respecting  Mr  Adams 
Negotiations,  which  do  not  vary  from  the  Truth,  because  they  have 
not  in  the  minutest  Degree  my  Relation  thereto. 

Pray  present  my  best  Respects  to  your  Lady  &  Miss  Temple  &  be  as- 
sured that  I  am  Sir  on  every  occasion  your  Excellencys  most  obedt  8c 
very  hum  ser,  E  Gerry 

RC  (NN:  Emmet  Collection,  no.  4161). 

1  Governor  Bowdoin'sjuly  16  letter  to  Congress,  and  one  of  the  same  date  from  Fred- 
erick H.  Walden,  "a  Swedish  Gentleman,"  enclosing  a  proposal  for  the  "coinage  of  Cop- 
per half  pence  &  farthings,"  are  in  PCC,  item  65,  2:257-60,  item  78,  24:527-33.  They 
were  read  in  Congress  July  28.JCC,  29:587n. 

2  See/CC,  28:354-58. 
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William  Grayson  to  George  Washington 

Dear  Sir  New  York.  Sepr.  5th.  1785. 

I  had  the  honor  of  your  favor  by  Post.1  The  hounds  you  allude  to  ar- 
rived here  in  the  midst  of  a  hot  war  against  their  fraternity:  they  were 
however  not  friendless:  your  Acquaintance  Doct.  Cochran  took  very 
good  care  of  them  while  they  remained  at  their  place  &  has  sent  them 
by  Capt.  Packard's  Sloop  to  Mount  Vernon.  I  make  no  doubt  that  they 
have  got  there  safe. 

We  have  little  news  from  Europe  or  elsewhere.  Mr.  Otto  came  over 
in  the  last  packett  as  charge  des  affaires  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Marbois 
who  goes  to  the  West  Indies.2  We  are  informed  the  Chevalier  de  La 
Luzerne  is  to  be  here  shortly  in  quality  of  Minister.3  The  demand  of 
the  body  of  Longchamps  is  withdrawn. 

For  some  time  past  there  has  been  very  few  States  on  the  floor,  of 
course  very  little  has  been  done. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  that  after  inspection,  you  are  of  opinion  the  ob- 
structions on  the  Potowmac,  are  not  greater  than  you  had  supposed 
them  to  be. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  Yr.  Affect,  frd.  & 
Most  Obed  servt,  Willm.  Grayson 

RC  (DLC:  Washington  Papers). 

1  For  this  letter  of  August  22,  see  Washington,  Writings  (Fitzpatrick),  28:232-34. 

2  Louis-Guillaume  Otto  had  been  introduced  officially  by  the  comte  de  Vergennes  in 
a  letter  of  June  20  to  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  John  Jay,  and  more  informally  by 
Thomas  Jefferson,  who  had  come  to  know  him  in  Paris  before  his  departure  for  Amer- 
ica. Thus  Jefferson  had  written  to  James  Monroe  on  June  17:  "This  will  be  handed  you 
by  Mr.  Otto  who  comes  to  America  as  Charge  des  affaires  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Marbois 
promoted  to  the  Intendancy  of  Hispaniola,  which  office  is  next  to  that  of  Governor.  He 
becomes  the  head  of  the  civil  as  the  Governor  is  of  the  military  department.  I  am  much 
pleased  with  Otto's  appointment.  He  is  good  humoured,  affectionate  to  America,  will 
see  things  in  a  friendly  light  when  they  admit  of  it,  in  a  rational  one  always,  and  will  not 
pique  himself  on  writing  every  trifling  circumstance  of  irritation  to  his  court.  I  wish  you 
to  be  acquainted  with  him,  as  a  friendly  intercourse  between  individuals  who  do  busi- 
ness together  produces  a  mutual  spirit  of  accomodation  useful  to  both  parties.  It  is  very 
much  our  interest  to  keep  up  the  affection  of  this  country  for  us,  which  is  considerable. 
A  court  has  no  affections.  But  those  of  the  people  whom  they  govern  influence  their  de- 
cisions even  in  the  most  arbitrary  governments." Jefferson,  Papers  (Boyd),  8:228.  Otto's 
career  as  charge  has  been  treated  at  length  in  Margaret  M.  O'Dwyer,  "I.ouis-Guillaume 
Otto  in  America"  (Ph.D.  diss.,  Northwestern  University,  1954).  For  one  facet  of  his  work 
in  the  United  States,  see  Paul  G.  Sifton,  "Otto's  Memoire  to  Vergennes,  1785,"  WMQ22 
(October  1965):  626-45. 

3  There  was  no  truth  to  this  speculation,  but  the  source  of  it  had  already  been  noted 
by  Otto  himself — Vergennes' June  20  letter  of  introduction  of  the  new  charge  to  John 
Jay,  which  contained  ihe  following  passage.  "Les  ennemis  de  M.  Jefferson  comptoient 
proiiter  de  cette  occasion  pour  faire  rapeller  ce  Ministre  et  pour  ne  laisser  en  France 
qu'un  Charge  d'affaires  on  du  moins  pour  nommer  M.Jefferson  Ministre  a  Paris  et  a  la 
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haye  en  meme  terns.  Mais  la  Icttre  dont  Vous  aves  bien  voulu  me  charger  pour  M.Jay  a 
pleinement  leve  cette  difficulte  puisqu'il  y  est  dil  expressemenl  que  je  ne  serois 
Charge  des  affaires  de  S.  M.  qu'en  attendant  It  retour  du  Ministre  Plenipotentiaire." 
Archives  du  Ministere  des  affaires  etrangeres:  Correspondance  politique,  Etats-Unis, 
30:258.  For  Vergennes' June  20  letter  to  fay  containing  the  observation  that  Otto's  ap- 
pointment had  been  made  "en  attendant  le  retour  de  M.  le  Chev.  de  la  Luzerne,"  see 
PCC,  item  96,  fol.  368. 


Samuel  Holten  to  James  Bowdoin 

Sir,  New  York  5th  Sepr.  1785. 

I  have  received  the  letter  that  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me 
on  the  18th  ultimo,  which  adds  to  the  obligations  I  am  under  to  your 
Excellency. 

Very  few  days  that  there  has  been  nine  states  represented  in  Con- 
gress since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  last. 

The  reception  Mr.  Adams  met  with  at  the  court  of  London  can't  but 
be  agreeable  to  every  friend  to  this  country,  I  would  mention  particu- 
lars were  I  at  liberty,  however,  no  judgment  is  to  be  formed,  how  that 
court  will  be  disposed  to  favor  the  important  affairs  he  is  charged  with. 

I  will  enclose  a  pamphlet  lately  come  to  hand  from  the  bank  at  Phi- 
lada.  which  was  thought  of  so  much  importance  as  to  be  forwardd.  to 
each  member  of  Congress.1 

Mr.  Dowse  called  on  me  yesterday  &  requested  that  I  would  forward 
the  inclosed  to  your  excellency.  I  enquired  of  him  whether  he  had 
reed,  a  letter  from  the  delegates  of  N.  Hampshire,  which,  at  their  de- 
sire, I  inclosed  to  you;2  his  answer  was  that  he  had  not,  having  left 
Boston  before  it  came  to  hand. 

So  long  &  constant  attention  to  business  in  Congress,  I  find  injures 
my  health,  &  unless  the  President  should  return,  I  expect  Congress 
must  appoint  another  person  to  the  chair.  With  perfect  respect,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant. 

FC  (MNS:  Hiram  Putnam  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  See  Rufus  King  to  Timothy  Pickering,  August  31,  note  1. 

2  See  Holten  to  Bowdoin,  August  25. 


Samuel  Holten  to  George  Williams 

Sir,  New  York  5th  Sepr.  1 785. 

Two  days  since,  Mr.  Gardner  called  on  me  with  a  note  from  you,  re- 
questing my  attention  to  a  bond,1  supposed  in  the  treasurers  office, 
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but  the  office  not  being  removed  from  Phila.  preventd.  my  being  able 
to  comply  with  your  wishes;  however,  I  recommended  to  Mr.  Gardner 
to  make  Colo.  Pickering  acquainted  with  the  matter,  &  he  would  be 
able  to  give  him  assistance  at  Philada.,  and  if  there  was  any  thing  far- 
ther, that  I  could  serve  you  in  here,  requested  him  to  signify  it  to  me 
as  it  would  give  me  pleasure  to  render  you  services. 

The  reception,  Mr.  Adams  met  with  at  the  court  of  London  can't 
but  be  agreeable  to  every  friend  to  this  country  and  was  I  at  liberty,  I 
would  mention  particulars,  however,  no  judgment  is  to  be  formed 
from  his  reception  how  that  court  will  be  disposed  to  favor  the  impor- 
tant matters  Mr.  Adams  is  charged  with. 

The  embarrassed  state  of  our  commerce  has  been  largely  consid- 
ered by  Congress,  but  nothing,  yet,  determined  upon,  and  lays  with 
other  important  business  for  a  full  representation  in  Congress;  &  un- 
less the  states,  pay  a  greater  attention  to  keeping  up  their  representa- 
tion, many  important  matters,  in  my  opinion,  will  remain  unfinished 
for  some  time,  &  to  our  great  damage  as  a  nation,  8c  I  will  add  farther 
that  for  want  of  such  a  representation,  many  of  our  public  embarrass- 
ments arise,  8c  are  continued. 

If  I  recollect  right,  you  are  a  member  of  the  Genl.  court  of  Masstts.- 
8c  therefore,  I  consider  an  apology  less  necessary,  while  I  mention  a 
matter  that  respects  me  personally;  I  conclude  you  are  sensible  that  in 
the  last  appointment  of  delegates  to  Congress,  I  was  passed  unno- 
ticed. No  doubt  the  Honorable  court  had  such  reasons  as  were  judged 
sufficient,  &  the  Governor,  as  well  as  some  others  of  my  friends,  has 
signified  to  me,  that  it  was  supposed  to  arise  from  the  members  in 
general  conceiving  that  I  was  not  eligible;  but  as  it  is  to  be  presumed 
the  court  were  acquainted  with  their  own  records,  &  that  from  them  it 
must  appear,  that  I  had  been  elected  but  only  for  two  years  since  the 
confederation  took  place,  therefore,  some  other  reasons  may  have  op- 
perated  against  me  that  I  am  unacquainted  with;  and  'tho'  it  don't 
amount  to  a  recall  before  the  year  is  out.  Yet,  if  I  had  believed  it  would 
have  been  more  agreeable,  to  my  constituents,  I  should  have  returned 
before  this  time,  notwithstanding  my  particular  engagements  to  Con- 
gress after  the  honor  they  have  done  me. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  The  nature  of  this  request  is  not  known,  hut  at  least  ten  "ships'  bonds  required  for 
letters  of  marque"  taken  out  by  Captain  Williams,  a  merchant  of  Salem,  Mass.,  are  in 
the  PCC.  See  item  196,  1:38,  88,  3:22,  7:34,  37,  38,  10:11,  15,  12:49,  13:85,  15:76;  and 
these  Letters,  10:322. 

2  Williams  represented  Salem,  Essex  County,  in  the  session  of  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Court  convened  May  25,  1785-March  24,  1786.  Journal  of  the  House  «/  liipresrntatives, 

p.  2,  dlc;(i:sr). 
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Charles  Thomson  to  James  Bowdoin 

Sir  Office  of  Secy  of  Congress,  Sept.  6.  1785 

I  have  reed,  and  communicated  to  Congress,  the  letter  You  did  me 
the  honor  to  write  the  22d  Augt1  together  with  the  thirteen  copies  of 
the  laws  which  You  was  pleased  to  forward  under  the  care  of  Mr 
Dowse.  I  shall  not  fail  to  deliver,  agreeably  to  the  Act  of  the  27th  July, 
one  copy  of  the  laws  to  the  Delegates  of  each  State  for  the  use  of  the 
Legislature  thereof,  reserving  one  for  the  use  of  Congress. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith  en- 
closed, two  copies  of  the  continuation  of  the  Journal  of  Congress, 
from  the  29th  July  to  Augt.  25th,  one  for  the  Legislative,  and  the  other 
for  the  executive  branch  of  Government.  Although  the  Journal  con- 
tains a  full  account  of  the  representation  in  Congress,  yet  for  the  fur- 
ther information  of  the  Legislature,  I  enclose  agreeably  to  the  Act  of 
the  17th2  a  list  of  the  States  represented  and  of  those  unrepresented, 
and  of  the  members  who  have  appeared  in  Congress  during  the 
course  of  last  month. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c 

ENCLOSURE 

A  State  of  the  Representation  in  Congress,  for  the  Month 
of  August  1785 — pursuant  to  the  Act  of  17th  August,  1785. 


[  See  opposite  page] 


LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Enclosure  (NN:  Emmet  Collection,  no.  1152). 

1  Bowdoin's  letter,  written  in  response  to  Thomson's  letter  to  the  states  of  July  28,  is 
in  PCC,  item  65,  2:297-99. 

2  See  Thomson  to  the  States,  August  24,  second  letter,  note  2. 
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A  State  of  the  Representation  in  Congress,  for  the  Month 
of  August  1785 — pursuant  to  the  Act  of  17th  August,  1785. 


Members  who  ap- 
peared in  the  course 
of  the  month 
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Charles  Thomson  to  Richard  Caswell 

Sir  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress.  Sept.  6th.  1785. 

I  have  reed  the  letters  You  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  20th  & 
23d  of  July  and  on  the  4th  of  August.1 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith  en- 
closed two  copies  of  the  continuation  of  the  Journal  of  Congress 
from  the  29th  of  July  to  Augt.  25th,  One  for  the  Legislative,  &  the 
other  for  the  executive  branch  of  Government.  Although  the  Journal 
contains  a  full  account  of  the  representation  of  Congress,  Yet  for  the 
further  information  of  the  Legislature,  I  enclose  agreeably  to  the  Act 
of  the  17th,  a  list  of  the  States  represented  and  of  those  unrepre- 
sented, and  of  the  members  who  have  appeared  in  Congress  during 
the  Course  of  last  month.2  Your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  your 
State  continues  to  be  unrepresented.  When  I  consider  of  what  impor- 
tance it  is  to  the  Union,  as  well  as  to  each  individual  State  to  have  a 
full  and  compleat  representation  in  Congress,  I  cannot  but  flatter  my- 
self that  You  will  use  your  best  endeavors  to  press  the  attendance  of 
the  Members  from  your  State3 — and  here  I  would  observe,  that  great 
inconvenience  arises  from  a  bare  representation  by  two  Members — 
for  in  case  of  the  indisposition  or  casual  absence  of  either  of  them, 
the  State  is  unrepresented — and  in  case  of  a  difference  in  opinion 
between  them  it  loses  its  vote. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  These  letters  are  in  PCC,  item  72,  fols.  201-12. 

2  See  the  preceding  entry. 

'  For  Governor  Caswell's  unsuccessful  efforts  to  get  Timothy  Bloodworth,  William 
Blount,  and  Charles  Johnson  to  join  William  Cumming  in  New  York,  see  N.C.  Stale 
Records,  17:270-71,  516,  522-23,  533,  538,  540.  North  Carolina  continued  to  be  unrepre- 
sented in  Congress  until  May  3,  1786,  when  Bloodworth,  Blount,  and  James  White  fi- 
nally attended. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States 

Sir  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  September  6th.  1785. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  Your  Excellency  herewith  enclosed 
two  copies  of  the  continuation  of  the  Journal  of  Congress  from  the 
29th  July  to  Augt.  25th,  One  for  the  Legislative  and  the  other  for  the 
Executive  branch  of  Government.  Although  the  Journal  contains  a 
full  account  of  the  representation  in  Congress,  yet  for  the  further  in- 
formation of  the  Legislature,  I  enclose  agreeably  to  the  Act  of  the 
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17th  of  Augt,  a  list  of  the  States  represented,  and  of  those  unrepre- 
sented, and  of  the  Members  who  have  appeared  in  Congress,  during 
the  course  of  last  month.1  On  this  occasion,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Legislature  two  inconveniences  which 
necessarily  result  from  a  State  being  represented  by  only  two  mem- 
bers— 1.  by  the  sickness  or  casual  absence  of  one  of  the  members,  the 
State  is  unrepresented  and,  21y,  by  a  division  of  sentiment  the  State 
loses  its  vote. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  'To  the  Governor  of  New  Hampshire,  Connecti- 
cut, Delaware  &  Maryland." 

1  See  Thomson  to  James  Bowdoin,  this  date. 

The  texts  of  this  letter  that  were  addressed  to  the  executives  of  New  York,  Pennsylva- 
nia, Virginia,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia  end  at  this  point.  PCC,  item  18A,  fol.  137. 
The  RC's  of  those  to  Georgia  and  Virginia  are,  respectively,  in  the  Keith  Read  Collec- 
tion, GU,  and  the  Continental  Congress  Papers,  Vi.  That  addressed  to  New  Jersey  gover- 
nor William  Livingston  concludes  with  the  following  sentences:  "By  this  the  Legislature 
will  see,  that  the  State  still  continues  to  be  unrepresented.  A  Voice  in  the  federal  Coun- 
cil having  been  earnestly  contended  for,  and  considered  by  every  State  in  the  Union  es- 
sential to  its  Sovereignty,  I  hope  Your  Legislature  will  adopt  effectual  measures  to  avail 
itself  of  this  right."  PCC,  item  18A,  fols.  143-44. 


Charles  Thomson  to  William  Greene 

Sir  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress  Sept.  6th.  1785 

I  have  reed  the  letter  You  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  24th 
Augt,1  and  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  Your  Excellency  here- 
with enclosed,  two  copies  of  the  continuation  of  the  Journal  of  Con- 
gress from  the  29th  July  to  Augt  25th,  One  for  the  Legislative,  and  the 
other  for  the  executive  branch  of  Government.  Although  the  Journal 
contains  a  full  account  of  the  representation  in  Congress,  yet  for  the 
further  Information  of  the  Legislature,  I  enclose  agreeably  to  the  act 
of  the  17th  a  list  of  the  States  represented,  and  those  unrepresented 
and  of  the  members  who  have  appeared  in  Congress  during  the 
course  of  last  month.  By  this  the  Legislature  will  see,  that  tho  the  State 
has  two  members  in  Town,  yet  by  the  indisposition  of  one  of  them,  it 
has  not  been  represented  since  the  3d  of  Augt.2  "Public  ceconomy,"  it 
must  be  granted,  "is  an  object  of  great  importance"  and  highly  com- 
mendable in  every  Government,  and  especially  in  young  republican 
States — but  there  are  expences  so  essentially  necessary,  that  a  State 
cannot  avoid  them,  without  a  sacrifice  of  its  honor  and  dignity;  such 
expences  ought  to  be  considered  as  consistent  with  the  greatest  cecon- 
omy. A  voice  in  the  fcederal  Council  has  always  been  considered  by 
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every  State  in  the  Union  as  essential  to  its  Sovereignty.  This  cannot 
well  be  secured  by  a  representation  of  two  members.  For  by  the  indis- 
position or  casual  absence  of  either  of  them,  the  State  is  unrepre- 
sented— and  by  their  differing  in  opinion,  it  loses  its  Vote.  These  con- 
siderations will,  I  hope,  have  due  weight  with  the  Legislature,  and 
induce  them  to  comply  with  the  earnest  recommendation  of  Con- 
gress, and  support  the  expence  of  a  representation  by  three  members 
at  least. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "To  the  Governor  of  Rhode  Island." 

1  Undoubtedly  a  reference  to  Greene's  August  29  letter  to  Thomson,  which  is  en- 
dorsed "Read  5  Septr.  1785,"  and  is  in  PCG,  item  64,  fols.  562-65. 

2  See  the  enclosure  to  Thomson  to  James  Bowdoin,  this  date. 


Charles  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book 

[September  7-16,  1785] 
Sepr.  7th.  Delivered  to  the  pay  master  general  one  Copy  of  the  Jour- 
nal of  Congress  of  the  present  session  to  the  29th  July. 

8th.  Delivered  to  Mr  Habersham  set  of  the  Journals  of  Congress 
1774  to  1784  (77  &  80  excepted). 

9th.  Sent  to  the  War-Office  per  order  Mr  Thomson  a  Petition  of 
Pierre  Ayott — dated  Augt  5  1785  with  its  enclosures.1 

16th.  Delivered  to  Mr  Wilson  a  sett  of  the  Journals  of  Congress  from 
the  year  1774  to  the  25th  August  1785  (77  &  80  excepted). 

MS  (DNA:  PCC,  item  181).  In  the  hand  of  Benjamin  Bankson  and  John  Fisher.  A  con- 
tinuation of  Thomson's  Memorandum  Book,  August  4—30,  1785. 

1  The  enclosures  have  not  been  identified,  but  for  Ayott's  petition  and  Congress'  re- 
sponse to  it,  see  PCC,  item  42,  1:67-70;  and/CC,  29:619,  621,  669n,  692-93,  704. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Richard  Henry  Lee 

Dear  Sir.  New  york  8th  Sepr.  1785. 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  attention  of  the  25th  ul- 
timo.1 &  it  gives  me  sensible  pleasure  to  hear  that  there  is  a  prospect 
of  your  health  being  restored. 

The  enclosed  came  to  hand  yesterday,  &  from  the  address  I  took 
the  liberty  to  open  it,  but  finding  that  it  did  not  relate  to  public  busi- 
ness, I  have  now  the  Honor  of  forwarding  the  same.2  The  most  impor- 
tant public  business  remains  much  in  the  same  state  as  when  you  left 
us;  and  this  day  is  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
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come,  of  qualifications,  respecting  the  gentlemen  from  Rhode  Island: 
said  report  is  in  their  favor. 

I  have  with  perfect  respect,  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  &  very  humble  servant. 

FC  (MNS:  Hiram  Putnam  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  Not  found. 

2  Holten  had  been  elected  chairman  to  preside  over  Congress  during  Lee's  illness 
and  sojourn  to  Philadelphia  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  for  which  Holten  to  William 
Gordon,  August  22,  note  4. 


Charles  Thomson  to  John  Jay 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  Septr.  8.  1785 

On  the  intimation  contained  in  Your  first  letter  of  the  2d,  Congress 
have  been  pleased  to  pass  an  Act  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  vest- 
ing you  with  the  necessary  powers.1  It  is  the  desire  of  Congress  that 
this  be  kept  as  secret  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  for  which 
reason  I  have  not  entrusted  it  to  the  inspection  of  any  of  the  young 
men  in  my  Office.2 

In  consequence  of  a  report  which  I  this  day  made,  Congress  have  di- 
rected me  to  return  to  you  the  letter  of  25  Aug.  from  Mr  De  Marbois.3 
When  I  last  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  I  explained  to  you  my  ideas 
on  that  subject.  I  stated  the  same  to  Congress,  &  they  were  approved 
but  I  did  not  wish  them  to  be  formally  agreed  to  lest  Congress  might 
seem  to  give  an  Opinion  on  the  question. 

With  great  respect  I  am,  Dr.  Sr,  Your  humble  Serv, 

Cha  Thomson 

RC  (NNC:  Jay  Papers).  Endorsed:  "From  Mr.  Cha  Thomson,  8  Septemr.  1785.  (private)." 

1  The  "intimation"  referred  to  from  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  first  of  Jay's  four 
September  2  letters  to  Congress  reads:  "Permit  me  Sir,  also  to  hint,  that  there  may  be 
Occasions  when  it  would  be  for  the  Public  Interest  to  subject  the  Post  Office  to  the  Or- 
ders of  your  principal  executive  Officers."  SeeJCC,  29:680. 

Congress  had  accordingly  adopted  the  following  enclosed  "Act"  on  September  7.  "Re- 
solved, That,  whenever  it  shall  appear  to  the  Secretary  of  the  United  States  of  America 
for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  that  their  safety  or  interest  require  the  inspection 
of  any  letters  in  any  of  the  post  Offices,  he  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  inspect  the 
said  letters,  excepting  from  the  operation  of  this  resolution,  which  is  to  continue  for  the 
term  of  twelve  months,  all  letters  franked  by  or  addressed  to  members  of  Congress." 
JCC,  29:685.  For  the  renewal  of  this  authorization  October  23,  1786,  see  JCC,  31:909. 

2  In  keeping  with  Congress'  determination  to  keep  this  decision  secret,  Thomson  en- 
tered this  resolution  (and  the  1786  renewal)  only  in  his  Secret  (Domestic)  journal,  for 
which  see  PCC,  item  3,  fols.  225,  229. 

3  For  Thomson's  report  on  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  French  charge  d'affaires,  the 
marquis  de  Barbe-Marbois,  see  JCC,  29:688;  and  PCC,  item  120,  1:420-22.  Marbois  had 
asked  Jay  "whether  Trench  Subjects  can  purchase  and  hold  real  Estate  in  the  United 
States,"  and  Thomson  had  reported  that  it  was  unecessary  for  Congress  "to  give  any 
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opinion  on  this  subject"  as  the  matter  was  comprehended  within  the  meaning  of  the  ex- 
isting Franco-American  treaty,  which  had  been  made  public. 

In  addition  to  this  report  on  Marbois'  letter,  Thomson  also  submitted  two  other  re- 
ports to  Congress  this  day,  all  in  consequence  of  a  resolve  adopted  August  29  transfer- 
ring additional  duties  to  the  secretary  and  relieving  the  delegates  of  the  housekeeping 
chores  previously  performed  by  the  committees  ol  the  week.  The  resolve  simply  re- 
pealed a  congressional  rule  adopted  May  4,  1781 — "the  28th  rule  instituting  and  speci- 
fying the  duties  of  a  committee  of  the  week" — and  directed  "that  the  said  duties  be  in 
future  performed  by  the  Secretary  of  Congress."  See  JCC,  20:481,  29:664,  688-89. 

Assignment  of  this  responsibility  to  Thomson  was  the  culmination  of  a  development 
that  had  been  underway  for  several  years.  On  the  one  hand,  it  had  become  increasingly 
difficult  to  maintain  congressional  continuity  in  the  face  of  the  constant  turnover  of 
delegates  and  declining  commitment  to  attendance,  and  on  the  other,  Thomson  had 
become  by  virtue  of  his  unbroken  service  as  secretary  since  creation  of  the  office  in 
1774,  Congress'  primary  source  of  institutional  memory.  For  the  transfer  of  greater  re- 
sponsibility for  congressional  correspondence  from  the  presidents  of  Congress  to 
Thomson  in  November  1781  and  January  1782,  see  these  iMters,  18:189-90n,  312n.  For 
additional  reports  submitted  to  Congress  by  Thomson  during  the  remainder  of  this 
1785  season,  which  are  in  PCC,  item  180,  see  JCC,  29:700-702,  733n,  735-37,  837. 

For  discussion  of  other  developments  bearing  on  the  conduct  and  responsibilities  of 
the  secretary's  office,  see  also  these  Letters,  18:179n,  21:8-9n;  and  Thomson  to  Hannah 
Thomson,  April  3,  1785,  note  2. 


Charles  Thomson  to  the  Board  of  Treasury 

Septemr.  9th.  1785. 

The  Secretary  of  Congress  presents  his  Compliments  to  the  Board 
of  Treasury  and  requests  the  favour  of  them  to  cause  enquiry  to  be 
made  in  the  Marine  Office  &  inform  him  whether  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  1782  there  was  any  frigate  or  Vessel  of  War  belonging  to  the 
United  States  commanded  by  a  Captain  Gregory,  which  was  Captured 
by  the  Mediator  Capt.  Luteral. 

The  Secretary  wants  this  information  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  re- 
port on  a  petition  of  a  Monsieur  Barre  who  sets  forth  that  he  was  an 
Officer  on  board  the  American  Vessel.1 

LB(DNA:PCC,iteml8A). 

1  Le  Sieur  Barre  had  submitted  a  petition  to  Congress  in  December  1784  seeking  a 
promotion  upon  which  no  action  had  been  taken,  and  he  had  submitted  a  second  ap- 
peal (June  29,  1785),  with  a  supporting  letter  from  the  marquis  de  Lafayette  (April  18, 
1 785) ,  which  was  referred  to  Congress  by  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  John  Jay  on 
September  2.  Congress  had  referred  the  case  to  Thomson  to  obtain  additional  informa- 
tion  on  Barre's  claim,  which  he  obtained  not  from  the  board  of  treasury  but  from  Joseph 
Hardy,  who  had  served  with  Capt.  Stephen  Gregory  before  his  capture  by  Capt.  James 
Luttrell  and  H.M.S.  Mediator.  For  Secretary  Thomson's  September  13  report  to  Congress 
recommending  against  Barre's  claim,  which  was  adopted  October  6  and  referred  back  to 
Secretary  Jay  "to  take  order,"  see  JCC,  29:700-701;  and  Thomson  to  Jay,  October  6.  For 
Barre's  petition  and  the  related  letters  from  Lafayette  and  Jay,  see  PCC,  item  59, 
4:395-408,  item  80,  1:377;  and  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-89,  1:305-10. 


September  10,  1785  629 

Charles  Thomson  to  James  Bowdoin 

Sir,  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  September  10th,  1785 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Letter  of  the  30th  of  March 
1784  from  His  Excellency  John  Hancock  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  enclosing  the  Resolves  of  both  Houses  of  the 
Legislature  of  that  Commonwealth  &  a  Copy  of  the  Petition  of  Ezra 
Badlam  late  a  Lieut.  Colonel  of  the  8th  Massachusetts  regiment  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  was  duly  receivd  &  communicated  to  Con- 
gress. After  full  consideration  had  on  the  subject  I  have  it  in  com- 
mand to  inform  your  Excellency  "that  as  it  would  in  itself  be  highly 
improper,  so  Congress  cannot  without  opening  a  door  to  endless  ap- 
plications take  any  cognizance  of  Mr.  Ezra  Badlam's  Case  nor  grant 
him  the  relief  he  prays  in  his  Petition."1 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency's  Most 
obedt.  &  most  humble  servt., 

(Copy)  Cha  Thomson 

Tr  (M-Ar:  Revolutionary  War  Letters).  Addressed:  "His  Excellency  The  Governor  of 
Massachusetts." 

1  Hancock's  letter  had  been  laid  before  Congress  April  16,  1784,  and  referred  to  a 
committee  consisting  of  John  Beatty,  Edward  Hand,  and  Jacob  Read,  who  reported  May 
11,  1784.  The  committee's  report  had  been  taken  up  by  the  Committee  of  the  States 
July  22,  1784,  and  "ordered  to  lie  over  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,"  but  no  action 
had  been  taken  upon  it.  There  is  no  indication  in  the  PCC  why  the  matter  was  revived 
at  this  time,  Thomson's  endorsement  on  the  report  reading  simply:  "Sept  9,  1785.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Secy  of  Congress  to  take  order."  See/CC,  26:244n;  and  PCC  Miscellaneous 
Papers,  M332,  reel  9,  fols.  340-43. 

Lt.  Col.  Badlam,  muster  master  of  Continental  troops  in  Massachusetts,  had  been 
courtmartialed  in  August  1782  for  "Mustering  &  forwarding  to  the  Army,  as  recruits  sev- 
eral persons . . .  unfit  to  perform  the  duties  of  Soldiers  in  the  Field,"  and  had  petitioned 
the  Massachusetts  Assembly  for  relief,  believing  that  he  had  been  the  victim  of  injustice. 
His  Feb.  20,  1784,  petition  and  the  assembly's  March  16  resolution  directing  that  it  be 
referred  to  Congress  are  in  ibid.,  reel  5,  fols.  735-39.  Hancock's  letter  to  Congress  is  in 
PCC,  item  65,  2:243-46. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Benjamin  Hawkins 

Sir,  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  September  10th.  1785 

I  have  received  your  Letters  of  the  4th  &  25th  June  and  the  9th  & 
1 1th  of  August  and  also  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  under 
date  of  June  1 1th  all  which  I  laid  before  Congress.1 

I  am  happy  to  find  you  have  assurance  that  the  draft  of  the  Commis- 
sioners on  Virginia  will  be  paid  and  that  there  is  a  probability  of  your 
receiving  the  remainder  of  the  sum  to  which  you  are  limited  and  con- 
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sequently  that  the  treaty  will  be  commenced  according  to  your  Notifi- 
cation. Agreeably  to  your  desire  I  have  written  to  Mr  Perry  and  com- 
municated to  him  an  extract  of  your  Letter  of  the  11th  August.2  I  pre- 
sume you  are  informed  that  Mr.  D.  Carroll  declined  his  appointment 
and  that  Genl  Mcintosh  has  been  elected  in  his  stead.3  Having  noth- 
ing in  charge  from  Congress  I  heartily  wish  you  success  in  your  nego- 
ciations  and  am,  Sir,  Yours  &c.  C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  None  of  Hawkins'  letters  nor  these  proceedings  of  the  Indian  commissioners  is  in 
the  PCC. 

2  The  following  letter  from  Thomson  to  William  Peery,  not  Perry,  is  in  the  secretary's 
letterbook,  PCC,  item  18A,  fol.  148. 

"I  received  yesterday  a  Letter  from  Mr  Hawkins  dated  at  Charleston  the  lit  of  August, 
in  which  is  the  following  paragraph. 

"'The  evening  after  I  had  written  my  Letter  of  the  9th  I  received  one  from  Mr.  B. 
Randolph  informing  the  Commissioners  that  their  draught  for  eight  thousand  dollars 
would  be  paid  at  the  Treasury  of  Virginia — consequently  the  Treaties  will  be  com- 
menced according  to  our  notitication.  The  Legislature  of  this  state  are  to  meet  in 
September  and  from  them  and  the  State  of  North  Carolina  we  probably  shall  be  able  to 
receive  the  remainder  of  the  sum  to  which  we  are  limited.' 

"Mr  Hawkins  informs  me  he  has  written  to  you  but  lest  his  Letter  should  miscarry,  he 
wishes  this  information  to  be  communicated  to  you  from  this  Office." 

3  See  Thomson  to  Lachlan  Mcintosh,  May  18,  1785. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  John  Jay 

Sir,  Philadelphia  September  11th.  1785 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  this  morning  your  favor  of  the  fourth 
instant  concerning  the  letter  from  Count  de  florida  Blanca  to  the 
President  of  Congress,  which  was  delivered  to  me  by  Mr.  Gardoque.1 
Having  considered  that  letter  as  a  public  one,  I  deliverd  it  to  Con- 
gress, and  it  now  remains  with  their  Secretary,  if  he  has  not  sent  it  to 
your  Office.  I  do  not  precisely  remember  the  contents  of  the  letter, 
and  viewing  it  in  the  light  of  a  public  one,  I  have  two  difficulties, 
which  I  pray  your  assistance  to  remove.  As  a  public  letter,  it  would 
seem  that  the  sentiments  in  answer  should  be  dictated  by  Congress — 
As  a  private  one,  I  should  know  exactly  its  contents  which  I  do  not.  I 
shall  be  very  happy  to  have  your  sentiments  on  this  occasion  after  you 
have  seen  the  letter;  and  I  will  readily  pursue  that  course  which  your 
better  knowledge  of  such  business  shall  point  out  to  me. 

Be  pleased  Sir  to  accept  my  thanks  for  your  obliging  wishes  for  the 
restoration  of  my  health  which  is  much  mended  since  I  have  drank 
the  waters  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place.  My  compliments,  if  you  please, 
to  Mr.  Gardoque. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  much  esteem  and  regard, 
Sir  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Richard  Henry  Lee. 

RC(DNA:PCC,item78). 

1  Jay's  letter  is  not  in  the  PCC,  but  the  enclosed  October  8,  1784,  letter  from  the 
conde  Floridablanca  to  the  President  of  Congress  introducing  Don  Diego  de  Gardoqui 
is  in  PCC,  item  97,  fols.  262-65.  Lee's  file  copy  of  an  English  translation  of  the  letter  is 
in  the  Lee  Papers,  PPAmP  (Lee  Family  Papers  microfilm). 

For  the  submission  of  Floridablanca's  letter  to  Congress  and  referral  to  Secretary  Jay 
on  October  4,  and  Jay's  October  6  report,  see  JCC,  29:807n,  809.  For  Lee's  response  to 
the  Spanish  foreign  minister,  which  with  minor  variations  is  the  draft  reported  by  Jay, 
see  Lee  to  Floridablanca,  October  6,  1785. 


Elbridge  Gerry  to  Thomas  Jefferson 

My  dear  sir,  New  York  12th  Sepr  1785 

I  intended  by  the  last  packet  to  have  answered  your  Letter  of  the 
11th  of  May,1  for  which  I  am  much  indebted  to  you:  but  was  acciden- 
tally prevented  by  her  having  sailed  the  Day  before  I  expected  it.  I 
cannot  account  for  the  Detention  of  your  Letter  by  Colo.  Le  Main2 
And  will  give  you  notice,  if  the  Commissioners'  Letter  by  him  to  Con- 
gress, has  not  been  received.  Your  Reasoning,  respecting  Entrepots  cor- 
responds with  my  own  Ideas  of  the  Subject:  I  cannot  see  any  great  Ad- 
vantages from  multiplying  them  in  Times  of  peace:  in  War  they  may  be 
more  useful.  With  Respect  to  the  commercial  arrangements  of  the 
Court  of  France,  in  the  West  Indies,  however  favorable  they  may  be 
veiwed  by  some,  they  affect  our  Fishery  &  have  a  direct  Tendency  to 
discourage  it.  A  Duty  on  our  Exports  of  Fish,  applied  as  a  Bounty  to 
encourage  theirs,  is  a  Rule  that  has  a  two  fold  operation  &  has  been 
very  alarming.  This  I  suppose  was  the  Cause,  why  an  Act  of  Mas- 
sachusetts which  originated  before  I  left  the  State,  to  retaliate  british 
restrictions,  has  since  my  arrival  here  been  extended  to  other  Nations. 
With  Respect  to  the  Oyl  Contract,  it  does  not  raise  the  Expectations  of 
those  who  were  to  be  at  the  Head  of  it,  in  this  Quarter,  so  far  as  to  en- 
gage them  in  an  Adventure.  At  least  Mr  Wadsworth  &c  appear  to  be 
cool  about  it,  whether  to  secure  the  oyl  at  a  cheaper  Rate  or  from  Mo- 
tives of  Dislike,  I  am  unable  to  determine.  Be  this  as  it  may  We  are  not 
the  less  obliged  to  our  good  Friend  the  Marquis,  to  whom  pray  pre- 
sent my  affectionate  Regards.  The  provision  obtained  in  the  Treaty 
with  Prussia,  appears  to  me  of  great  Importance.  The  advantages  You 
mention  &  I  think  many  others  will  result  therefrom. 

We  have  done  very  little  in  the  present  Congress.  The  Want  of  a  full 
Representation  has  retarded  all  &  prevented  an  adoption  of  the  most 
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important  f'cederal  Measures.  The  Requisition  labours  exceedingly,  & 
I  am  apprehensive  of  an  Adjournment  without  compleating  it.  Con- 
gress appear  to  be  in  earnest  respecting  a  Mint,  which  the  Board  of 
Treasury  have  under  Consideration.  They  are  to  digest  the  several 
plans  and  reduce  them  to  System.  Mr.  Jay  is  conducting  the  Negotia- 
tion with  Mr.  Gardoqui,  the  Spanish  Encargado  de  negotios.  Western 
posts  in  statu  quo.  General  Howe  is  added  to  the  Indian  Commission- 
ers &  the  Treaty  is  soon  to  be  held.  Colo  Monroe  left  us,  to  attend  it 
on  private  Considerations.  In  short  both  Congress  8c  the  States  seem 
to  lie  on  their  Oars,  &  this  political  Calm  will  soon  produce  I  hope  an 
Exertion  that  will  be  worthy  of  both.  Congress  have  adopted  the  plan 
of  conveying  by  the  Stages,  the  Mail  from  N.  Hamshire  to  Georgia  & 
from  this  City  to  Albany.  Inclosed  is  a  paper  containing  the  Corre- 
spondence between  Governor  Bowdoin  &  Capt.  Stanhope,  who  com- 
manded a  british  Frigate.  It  is  not  correct,  but  substantially  the  same. 
Congress  have  taken  the  Matter  up  8c  directed  Mr.  Adams  to  lay  it  be- 
fore the  King  of  G.  Britain.3  Adeiu  my  dear  Sir  8c  be  assured  I  am  on 
every  Occasion,  your  affectionate  Friend,  E.  Gerry 

RC  (DLC: Jefferson  Papers). Jefferson,  Papers  (Boyd),  8:515-17. 

1  For  this  letter,  see  ibid.,  pp.  142-45. 

2  At  this  point  in  the  margin  Gerry  wrote,  "I  am  informed  at  Mr  Jays  office  the  Letter 
was  received." 

3  For  Congress'  decision  to  submit  this  correspondence  between  James  Bowdoin  and 
Henry  Stanhope  to  the  British  ministry,  see  Charles  Thomson  to  James  Bowdoin,  Au- 
gust 20,  note. 


Charles  Thomson  to  John  Jay 

Sir.  In  Congress.  Sept.  3d  [13?]  1785.1 

I  am  directed  to  request  You  to  send  up  the  letter  written  to  You  by 

Messrs.  Sears  8c  Smith  respecting  Richard  Soderstrom.2 

I  am,  Sr,  Your  humble  Servt  CT 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  The  date  of  this  letter  as  recorded  in  Thomson's  letterbook  is  obviously  in  error.  It 
pertains  to  an  issue  taken  up  in  Congress  September  12  and  referred  to  Thomson  on 
the  13th.  And  it  was  copied  into  the  letterbook  following  one  to  Gov.  William  Liv- 
ingston dated  September  23.  It  may  well  have  been  written  either  the  13th  or  23d,  but 
unless  further  evidence  can  be  found  the  date  can  only  be  conjectured. 

'-'  For  the  Soderstrom  incident,  which  arose  in  February  1785  when  the  New  York  firm 
of  Sears  &  Smith  charged  that  Soderstrom  had  obtained  registration  of  his  commission 
as  Swedish  consul  to  shield  himself  from  a  suit  brought  by  them,  see  Thomson  to  Jay, 
March  2,  1785,  note  1. 

The  affair  seemed  to  have  been  closed  in  May,  but  was  raised  again  September  12 
when  a  September  8  letter  from  Soderstrom  was  read  in  Congress  requesting  copies  of 
papers  related  to  the  case,  especially  the  representation  of  Sears  &  Smith.  Congress  im- 
mediately referred  the  matter  to  Thomson,  who  recommended  the  following  day  that 
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Soderstrom's  request  be  referred  back  to  Jay.  The  recommendation  was  apparently  not 
acted  upon  until  October  4,  when  Soderstrom's  letter  was  referred  to  Jay  to  report, 
which  he  did  October  6.  See  JCC,  29:691,  702,  796n,  807n,  812-13;  and  PCC,  item  78, 
21:435-38. 


Charles  Thomson  to  the  Indian  Affairs 
Commissioners,  Southern  Department 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress 
Gentlemen,  September  14th.  1785 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herewith  enclosed  an  Act  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  Assembled,  empowering  you  to  draw  upon  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States  for  such  balance  of  the  sum  to  which  you  are 
limited  as  it  may  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  Executives  of  the  States  to 
furnish,  on  which  you  were  formerly  authorised  to  draw.1 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  Gentlemen,  Your  most  Obedt  &  Most  hum 
servt,  C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

1  For  this  September  12  resolve,  see  JCC,  29:690-91. 


William  Grayson  to  James  Madison 

Dear  Sir.  New  York  1 6th  Sepr.  1 785. 

I  opened  your  letter  directed  to  Colo.  Monroe  in  the  first  instance,1 
8c  forwarded  the  inclosed  letters  to  France,  in  the  public  Mail,  as  I 
could  not  hear  of  any  private  gentlemen  going  to  whom  I  could  with 
propriety  intrust  them. 

I  have  recieved  your  letter  from  Philada.2  8c  I  heartily  wish  it  may 
suit  your  Convenience  to  visit  this  place,  as  it  will  give  me  particular 
satisfaction  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you.  Exclusive  of  this  I 
could  wish  to  consult  you  on  some  particular  Matters  respecting  the 
State.  The  requisition  is  now  in  the  last  stage:  it  is  formed  on  princi- 
ples to  suit  only  the  Eastern  8c  some  of  the  Middle  States;  There  seems 
also  to  be  a  radical  unwillingness  to  allow  us  for  our  assumptions,  al- 
though the  debt  was  created  for  Continental  uses;  and  a  proposition 
(wherein  the  interest  was  dropped  for  the  present)  has  been  nega- 
tived by  a  considerable  majority. :!  The  Delegation  is  strongly  im- 
pressed with  the  necessity  of  supporting  public  credit;  they  notwith- 
standing as  well  as  the  delegates  of  some  other  States,  hesitate  to  pass 
the  requisition  in  it's  present  form.  They  could  wish  it  was  made  con- 
formable to  the  different  interests  of  the  Union,  &  thai  certain  princi- 
ples might  be  adopted  to  facilitate  the  settlement  of  the  general  ac- 


634  September  16,  1785 

count.  With  respect  to  myself  I  never  admired  the  idea  of  facilities:4 
the  word  implies  a  payment  less  than  the  thing  itself:  an  inundation  of 
a  kind  of  paper  money  is  also  to  be  feared:  but  for  the  sake  of  peace  1 
have  been  willing  to  consent  as  far  as  one  third  which  is  more  than 
the  Southern  States  can  ever  derive  any  advantage  from. 

We  have  lately  recieved  a  letter  from  the  Governor  inclosing  one 
from  Solicitor  Wood  furnishing  a  melancholy  picture  of  the  situation 
of  the  public  accounts.5  The  Continental  Comm.  objects  to  every 
thing;  says  he  can't  proceed  witht.  fresh  instructions  &  I  fear  it  is  not 
in  our  power  to  obtain  such  principles  as  will  enable  us  to  bring  for- 
ward our  Accounts.  There  is  also  a  heavy  party  here  for  obliging  the 
States  to  settle  by  a  particular  day,  or  to  pay  interest  to  those  who  do. 

I  every  day  discover  more  &  more  the  impropriety  of  remaining 
longer  at  this  place.  It  is  clear  to  me  that  it  has  an  undue  influence  on 
our  proceedings.  Some  of  the  Southern  States  begin  at  length  to  per- 
cieve  this,  &  I  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  whole  will  view  it  in 
the  same  light.  My  best  complimts.  to  Mrs.  House  and  Mrs.  Trist:  her 
arrival  among  her  friends  has  given  me  the  most  sincere  satisfaction. 
In  full  expectation  of  seeing  you,  I  remain  yr.  Affect,  frd.  &  Most  Obed 
Sert.  Willm.  Grayson.6 

[P.S.]  5  Copies  sent  of  the  tryal.7 
Nothing  from  Adams. 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  Not  found. 

2  Not  found. 

3  For  the  disallowal  of  these  "assumptions,"  see  James  Monroe  to  Madison,  July  12, 
note  1. 

4  For  an  explanation  of  "facilities,"  see  James  McHenry's  Committee  Report,  ante 
March  31,  note. 

3  For  Patrick  Henry's  August  12  letter  and  the  report  from  Solicitor  Leighton  Wood, 
Jr.,  see  Henry,  Patrick  Henry,  3:314-16;  and  Cal.  ofVa.  State  Papers,  4:48. 

6  On  August  14  Grayson  had  sent  an  order  on  his  account  to  Virginia  treasurer 
Jacquelin  Ambler  for  £30  Virginia  currency  in  favor  of  Alexander  Dalrymple  Orr.  On 
September  8  and  12  he  also  sent  Ambler  orders  for  £140  in  favor  of  Col.  Josiah  Parker 
and  £40  in  favor  of  William  Herbert,  Esq.  Account  Vouchers,  Vi. 

7  Not  identified,  although  the  editors  of  Madison's  papers  speculated  that  Grayson 
had  obtained  the  trial  proceedings  in  the  Longchamps-Marbois  affair.  Madison,  Papers 
(Hutchinson),  8:365n. 7. 


William  Hindman  to  Christopher  Richmond 

Sir  New-York  Sept.  16th.  1785 

Inclosed  is  the  Discharge  of  a  Soldier  belonging  to  the  State  of 
Maryland,  which  He  has  requested  Me  to  transmit  You  for  the  Pur- 
pose of  obtaining  a  Certificate  for  the  Depreciation  due  him  thereon. 
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You  may  issue  it  either  in  his  Name  or  mine  as  most  agreeable  to 
You — it  is  the  Wish  of  Mr.  Ingram  that  it  might  be  issued  in  my 
Name.1  I  shall  thank  You  to  inclose  Me  the  Certificate  as  soon  as  You 
conveniently  can,  as  it  is  uncertain  how  long  I  may  remain  here,  & 
send  it  by  the  Post  to  this  Place. 

I  am,  Most  respectfully,  Yr.  very  humble  Servt., 

Wm.  Hindman 

RC  (MdAA:  Executive  Papers).  Addressed:  "Christopher  Richmond,  Esqr.,  Auditor- 
General,  Annapolis." 

1  In  his  Septemher  26  reply,  Richmond  enclosed  Sgt.  Abraham  Ingram's  account  and 
a  certificate  for  his  depreciation  requesting  the  account  be  returned  with  Ingram's  re- 
ceipt, but  informing  Hindman  that  he  could  not  "issue  the  Certificate  in  your  Name, 
because  the  Account  and  it  will  not  compound."  Besides,  "it  would  not  look  so  well  to 
see  your  Name  stand  as  a  Soldier  of  the  Maryld.  Line."  Ibid.  On  October  10  Hindman 
returned  Ingram's  receipt  and  thanked  Richmond  "for  the  genteel  &  proper  Rap  given 
Me,  in  requesting  the  Cert  to  be  issued  in  my  Name.  I  doubted  its  Propriety,  but  was 
led  to  it  from  a  Gentleman's  telling  Me,  He  had  purchased  Soldier's  Rights  &  would 
have  the  Cert  issued  in  his  Name  as  Assignee."  Ibid. 


Rufus  King  to  Nathan  Dane 

My  dear  Sir,  New  York  17th.  Sep.  1785. 

You  are  sensible  that  I  have  been  too  intimately  acquainted  with  your 
political  industry,  and  information,  not  to  be  well  satisfied  with  your 
appointment  to  Congress — you  must  therefore  accept  my  cordial  con- 
gratulations with  full  belief  of  my  sincerity.  I  pray  you  to  re-examine 
the  motives  of  the  Legislature  in  recommending  to  congress,  to  pro- 
pose to  the  several  States  a  convention  of  Delegates  for  the  express 
purpose  of  a  general  revision  of  the  confederation,  and  to  communicate  to 
me  the  result  of  such  investigation. 

It  is  true,  that  additional  commercial  powers  vested  in  congress, 
under  proper  restrictions,  and  for  a  limited  Time,  is  an  object  greatly 
to  be  desired;  but  it  is,  and  I  believe  will  continue  to  be,  the  reflected 
opinion  of  many,  of  the  most  republican,  and  best  informed  men,  in 
this  country  that  such  delegation  of  power  should  be  for  a  limited 
Time.  If  the  measure  upon  experiment  is  found  to  be  good,  it  may 
then  be  incorporated  with,  and  become  a  part  of  the  Confederation. 
The  commercial  Treaties  formed,  and  forming,  between  the  states, 
and  the  powers  of  Europe,  are  limited  to  the  Term  of  fifteen  years — 
the  expiration  of  that  Term  will  give  a  new  commercial  Epoch — a  del- 
egation of  powers  to  congress  for  that  term  would  be  therefore  highly 
proper.  If  the  confederation  is  generally  submitted  to  a  revision,  I 
foresee  many  and  important  Difficulties.  The  report  will  certainly  be 
a  confederation  less  republican  than  the  present  one.  The  larger 
States  when  the  present  confederation  was  adopted,  objected  to  the 
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admission  of  the  smaller  ones  upon  equal  rights  with  themselves.  The 
surrounding  dangers  at  that  period,  induced  these  States  to  give  up 
their  objections,  and  the  small  States  came  in  with  rights  equal  to  the 
large  ones.  But  at  this  Time,  was  the  question  again  open  to  decision, 
the  same  objections  would  be  made,  the  real  inconvenience  experi- 
enced, and  the  increasing  principles  of  aristocracy,  would  strengthen 
them,  and  I  think  we  should  by  the  measure  be  thrown  into  total  dis- 
union. These,  and  many  other  objections,  which  occurred  to  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Delegates,  have  been  stated  in  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Bowdoin, 
with  a  request  that  he  would  communicate  them  to  the  Legislature.1 

I  wish  you  to  examine  that  Letter,  if  the  observations  there  made, 
are  conformable  to  your  own  opinion,  I  am  confident  you  will  join  in 
the  sentiments  of  the  Delegation;  if  not,  be  obliging  enough  to  state 
the  reasons  which  overbalance  them. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  who  of  the  Delegates  appointed  for  the  next 
congress  have  accepted — will  you  inform  me?2  I  hope  and  wish  that 
you  will  not  decline — if  the  Delegates  are  such,  as  I  think  I  can  serve 
with  in  peace  8c  friendship,  I  will  continue  another  Year — otherivise  if 
men  of  different  Politicks  from  those  which  you  and  I  should  certainly 
agree  in. 

With  great  esteem  &  friendship,  Your  obt.  servt., 

Rufus  King 

RC  (DLC:  Miscellaneous  Manuscripts). 

1  See  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin,  September  3. 

2  For  Dane's  October  8  response,  see  King,  Correspondence  (King)  1:67-70.  Nathaniel 
Gorham,  John  Hancock,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Dane,  and  King  had  been  elected  by  the 
Massachusetts  General  Court  on  June  16,  1785,  to  represent  the  state  "for  one  year,  to 
commence  the  first  Monday  in  November  next."  SeeJCC,  29:876. 


Rufus  King  to  John  Lowell, 
Theophilus  Parsons,  and  James  Sullivan 

New  York  17th.  Sep.  1785 
No  answer  has  yet  been  received  from  Mr.  Flemming  or  Mr.  Sitg- 
reaves;  and  the  difficulty  is  increased  by  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Johnson  of 
Maryland  yesterday  received,  declining  a  Seat  in  the  federal  court — 
stating  as  a  reason  that  his  engagements  are  such  that  he  cannot  attend 
at  Williamsburgh  in  November.1  The  resignation  was  not  accepted;  the 
letter  is  filed,  &  if  we  are  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  disappointed  of  a 
court  in  November,  perhaps  Mr.  Johnson  may  be  induced  to  continue 
in  commission.  I  fear  we  shall  not  soon  see  an  issue  of  this  business. 

With  entire  respect,  and  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obt. 
servt.,  Rufus  King2 
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RC  (MH-H:  bMS  Anil 649.5).  Addressed:  "Mr.  Lowell,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Parsons." 

1  Thomas  Johnson  had  just  responded  to  Charles  Thomson's  June  21  letter  notitfying 
him  that  the  Williamsburg  trial  lor  determining  the  Massachusetts-New  York  western 
land  controversy  had  been  rescheduled  from  June  to  "the  third  Tuesday  of  November 
next."  He  had,  he  explained,  already  gone  to  Williamsburg  as  originally  instructed  be- 
fore receiving  Thomson's  notice,  and  would  be  unable  to  make  another  such  journey  in 
November.  See  PCC,  item  78,  3:351-53;yCC,  29:707n;  and  Charles  Thomson  to  Thomas 
Johnson  et  al.,  June  21,  1785. 

2  This  day  King  also  wrote  the  following  letter  to  an  unnamed  newspaper  publisher, 
perhaps  John  Mycall  of  Newburyport,  Mass.,  printer  of  King's  hometown  paper  the 
Essex  Journal.  The  enclosed  newspaper  advertisement  has  not  been  identified,  but  it  was 
undoubtedly  the  product  of  Congress'  September  7  directive  to  the  postmaster  general, 
Ebenezer  Hazard,  "to  enter  into  contracts . . .  for  the  conveyance  of  the  different  mails 
by  the  stage  carriages,  from  Portsmouth,  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  to  the  town  of 
Savannah,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  from  the  city  of  New  York,  to  the  city  of  Albany 
in  the  State  of  New  York."  See  JCC,  29:684-85;  and  William  Grayson  to  James  Madison, 
August  21,  note  4. 

"A  news  paper  of  this  date  which  I  inclose,  contains  an  advertisement  from  the  Gen- 
eral post  Office  relative  to  a  transportation  of  the  mail  by  the  stages.  It  may  be  conve- 
nient that  this  advertisement  should  be  made  public  in  your  quarter;  the  extensive  cir- 
culation of  your  very  valuable  paper  induces  me  to  wish  that  you  would  insert  it." 
Irving's  Life  of  Washington,  Nathaniel  Paine  Collection,  MWA. 


William  Samuel  Johnson  to 
Samuel  William  Johnson 

Dr.  Billy,  New  York  Septr.  18th.  1785 

I  did  not  receive  yr.  favour  of  the  12th  accompanying  Johnston's  of 
the  9th  Instt.  till  yesterday.1  It  gave  me  much  satisfaction  as  it  informs 
me  that  yr.  dear  Mamma  began  again  to  recover  her  Spirits,  as  I  shall 
express  her,  &  hope  she  will  not  again,  suffer  them  to  subside.  Your 
observation  is  just  that  her  active  Mind  must  have  employment,  8c  I 
hope  she  will  constantly  find  some  that  may  keep  her  busy,  8c  at  the 
same  time  not  be  too  fatiguing.  I  do  by  no  means  give  up  the  Bur- 
muda  scheme,  but  wish  Capt.  Bascombs  further  Intelligence  may  ar- 
rive before  you  decide,  &  hope  it  may  come  to  hand  before  it  be  nec- 
essary to  give  Genl.  Parson's  a  final  Answer.  The  proposal  has  certainly 
many  promising  Circumstances  to  recommend  it. 

Tho  I  am  loath  to  Distress  Capt.  Nicholls  yet  I  am  very  unwilling  to 
loose  the  debt,  8c  leave  it  with  you  to  do  as  you  think  best.  Perhaps  it 
may  be  well  to  write  him  that  he  must  give  security  or  the  Debt  will  be 
put  in  suit  but  that  as  you  please. 

I  must  say  much  the  same  with  respect  to  Coll.  Allen.  I  wish  to  be  se- 
cure, but  not  to  distress.  You  have  written  to  him  I  suppose,  8c  wish 
you  to  conduct  as  you  may  Judge  best  all  circumstances  considered.  I 
have  long  been  acquainted  with  the  dispute  between  him  8c  Coll. 
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Fitch,  &  think  it  very  probable  that  the  Execution  is  much  too  large, 
but  at  the  same  time  very  doubtful  whether  he  will  ever  be  able  to 
make  it  appear.  It  is  expected  the  Susquehannah  Affair  will  come  be- 
fore Congress  tomorrow.2  I  shall  therefore  be  extremely  busy  the  re- 
mainder of  this  Evening  &  in  the  Morning  reviewing  the  Papers  & 
preparing  that  business,  I  can  therefore  only  add  that  I  hope  you  have 
had  an  agreeable  Commencement,  &  that  I  am  with  tenderest  Love  to 
you  all,  yr.  most  affectionate  Father,  Wm.  Saml.  Johnson 

RC  (CtHi:  Johnson  Papers). 

'Johnson  had  also  written  to  Billy  on  September  11.  "I  enclose  you  my  List,  which  in- 
cludes yours  also, "Johnson  had  explained  in  a  section  concerning  taxes,  "which  shod  I 
suppose  be  given  in  to  the  Listers  in  a  few  Days.  I  have  put  in  only  yr.  Head  &  labor,  sup- 
posing my  own  to  be  exempted.  Prince  is  superanuated  &  Charles  is  also  exempted  till 
he  takes  his  second  Degree,  but  this  you  need  say  nothing  of  to  the  Listers  unless  Ques- 
tion'd  about  it.  Nor  of  Charles's  Horse  which  I  have  omitted,  supposing  that  as  he  is  ex- 
empted his  little  property  may  escape  with  him.  Perhaps  you  may  think  it  best  to  say 
something  to  them  upon  the  subject  of  Faculty  from  which  I  think  we  might  both  rea- 
sonably be  excused,  as  I  have  been  engaged  almost  the  whole  Year  in  public  service;  to 
the  great  prejudice  of  my  private  affairs,  &  your  health  has  been  such  as  to  prevent  you 
from  practising,  &  even  compel'd  you  to  go  abroad.  But  after  all  they  will  do  as  they 
please  about  it,  as  probably  we  are  neither  of  us  so  circumstanced  as  to  enable  us  to  dis- 
pute it  with  them  at  Law."  Johnson  Papers,  CtHi. 

2  For  Johnson's  involvement  in  the  efforts  of  the  Connecticut  settlers  in  the  Wyoming 
Valley  to  resist  the  pretensions  of  Pennsylvania  and  to  obtain  a  Continental  settlement 
of  their  claims,  see  Johnson  to  William  Judd,  August  19;  and  Susquehannah  Co.  Papers, 
8:xxvii-xxviii. 


Pierse  Long  to  John  Langdon 

Sir,  New  York  Sept.  18th.  1785 

I  do  myself  the  Honr.  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress in  consequence  of  your  delegates  requesting  a  loan  of  Cannon 
&c.  agreable  to  your  directions  to  them — as  soon  as  the  Secy,  at  War 
reports  thereon  which  we  daily  expect,  we  shall  Renew  our  motion 
and  inform  you  of  its  effect.1 

Congress  have  no  dependence  on  a  commercial  treaty  being  con- 
cluded with  G  Britain.  We  have  evidence  to  the  contrary.  I  am  not  at 
liberty  to  say  from  whom.  But  useing  the  expression  of  Our  infor- 
mant— we  must  regulate  trade  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  it  the  in- 
terest of  Foreign  nations  to  propose  reciprocal  measures,2  at  present 
that  power  is  delegated  to  Congress  but  by  a  few  states.  Doctr.  Frank- 
lin arrived  at  Philadelphia  (in  Health)  on  Wednesday,  expect  him  in 
this  City  very  soon.  I  have  the  Honr.  to  be  with  sentiments  of  Respect 
and  Esteem,  Your  Excellys.  Most  Obt.  &  Very  Huml.  Servt. 

Pierse  Long 
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RC  (Nh-Ar:  State  Papers,  Revolutionary  Correspondence). 

1  On  September  6  Congress  had  directed  the  secretary  at  war  to  make  "an  exact  re- 
turn of  all  cannon.  .  .  ."  On  October  4  the  New  Hampshire  delegates  submitted  a  mo- 
tion requesting  "sixteen  pieces  of  Brass  Field  Artillery  and  eight  ammunition  waggons," 
which  was  referred  to  a  committee  that  reported  against  the  request  the  following  day. 
An  effort  by  Long  on  November  2  to  salvage  something  for  the  state  by  halving  the  re- 
quest also  failed,  and  the  committee's  recommendation  rejecting  the  original  request 
was  adopted.  See  JCC,  29:681,  806-8,  866-68. 

-  Long  is  undoubtedly  referring  to  John  Adams'  June  26  letter  on  "the  views  of  Bri- 
tain] respec[un]g  the  treaty  of  Commerce — and  the  line  of  Conduct  that  ought  to  be 
adopted  by  America,"  which  was  received  September  13  and  referred  to  committee  on 
September  22.  See  JCC,  29:737n;  and  PCC,  item  127,  fol.  161.  The  letter  is  in  PCC,  item 
84,  5:522-28,  and  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-89,  2:385-87. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Stephen  Choate 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  19th  Sepr.  1785. 

I  shall  make  no  other  apology  for  this  address,  than  assuring  you 
that  personal  respect  is  my  only  motive,  in  mentioning  a  matter  to 
you,  that  respects  me  personally,  which  I  have  not  communicated  to 
any  other  person  belonging  to  the  honorable  Senate.1 

I  conclude,  you  are  sensible  that  in  the  last  appointment  of  dele- 
gates to  represent  Masstts.  in  Congress,  I  was  passed  unnoticed;  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  and  some  others  of  my  friends  has  informed 
me  that  they  apprehended,  the  reasons  for  it,  were,  that  the  members 
of  the  Court  in  gen  [era]  1  supposed  I  was  not  eligible;  but  as  it  is  to  be 
presumed  that  the  honorable  Court  is  always  acquainted  with  their 
own  records,  &  that  by  them  it  must  appear,  that  I  had  been  electd. 
but  for  two  years  since  the  confederation  took  place,  therefore,  some 
others  reasons  which  I  am  unacquainted  with,  may  have  operated 
against  me:  if  any  thing  has  been  said  against  my  moral  or  political 
character,  that  has  come  to  your  knowledge,  you  would  lay  me  under 
obligations,  if  you  would  (as  a  friend)  hint  them  to  me;  for  notwith- 
standing the  honor  Congress  has  done  me  and  the  obligations  I  am 
under  to  them  at  this  time  in  consequence  thereof,  I  should  not  be 
content  to  tarry  here,  if  I  had  reason  to  believe,  that  my  return  imme- 
diately would  be  more  agreeable  to  my  constituents. 

With  the  most  perfect  consideration,  and  respect  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  your  sincere  friend  &  humble  servant 

P.S.  Is  my  worthy  friend,  Mr.  Goodhue  in  the  Senate  this  year.2 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten  and  addressed  by  him:  "Hon- 
orable Step.  Choate  esquire." 

1  Holten  of  Danvers  and  Choate  of  Ipswich  had  served  together  representing  Essex 
County  in  the  Massachusetts  Senate  the  preceding  year,  and  Choate  had  been  reelected 
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for  the  1785-86  term  as  well.  Journal  of  the  Massachusetts  Senate,  1784-85,  p.  3:  ibid., 
1785-86,  p.  3.  DLC(ESR). 

-  Benjamin  Goodhue  had  represented  Salem  in  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  1784-85  and  had  been  elected  to  the  Senate  for  Essex  County  in  1785-86. 
Journal  of  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives,  1784-85,  p.  2;  Journal  oj  the  Mas 
sachusetts  Senate,  1785-86,  p.  3.  DLC(ESR). 


Rufus  King  to  Daniel  Kilham 

My  dear  friend,  New  York  19th  Sep.  1785 

I  am  uneasy  that  you  do  not  write  to  me  more  frequently,  I  fear  you 
have  embraced  some  erroneous  sentiments  concerning  your  own  Af- 
fairs, which  embarrass  you  more  than  you  ought  to  allow  them  to.  If 
this  is  the  case,  the  conduct  is  unworthy  of  you — from  the  Stile  of  your 
letters,  my  knowledge  of  your  Disposition,  and  the  unimportant  dis- 
agreement which  you  was  party  to  last  winter,  I  apprehend  you  are  not 
content  in  your  present  situation. 

I  requested  you  to  write  to  me  with  the  utmost  freedom,  perhaps  it 
may  be  beneficial — if  you  entertain  any  discontented  sentiments,  com- 
municate them  to  me — by  preserving  them  uncommunicated  in  your 
own  bosom,  be  they  ever  so  false  or  erroneous,  you  are  takeing  the 
proper  methods  of  giving  yourself  all  possible  unhappiness. 

I  wish  most  sincerely  that  I  could  converse  with  you,  was  it  only  for  a 
few  moments;  but  I  apprehend  this  event  is  not  so  near  as  we  both 
could  desire. 

The  remark  of  my  dear,  and  particular  friend,  is  very  just;  and  as  El- 
egant as  her  thoughts  always  are — give  for  Me  the  strongest  assurances 
of  unchanging  attachment  to  unequalled  merit.  I  suffer  in  sepera- 
tion — and  that  Distress  is  aggravated  by  the  declension  of  their  Affairs. 

I  have  only  time  to  add  assurances  of  my  friendship  and  Respect, 
Adieu,  R  King 

RC  (NNC:  King  Collection). 


Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin 

Sir,  No  5  New  York  20th  Sepr  1785 

We  are  honored  with  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  10th  Instant, 
inclosing  sundry  papers  relative  to  Encroachments  made  on  our  east- 
ern Boundaries,  &  have  communicated  the  same,1  together  with  the 
paragraph  of  your  Letter  that  respects  Capt  Stanhope,2  to  Congress. 
Their  Attention  to  the  Requisition,  in  Consequence  of  a  fuller  Repre- 
sentation, has  so  absorbed  their  Time,  as  to  have  hitherto  prevented 
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their  passing  on  a  Report,  for  ascertaining  &  settling  these  Bound- 
aries; but  no  Exertion  shall  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  obtain  a  Deci- 
sion of  Congress,  on  that  &  other  important  Matters  relative  to  the 
Common  Wealth. 

We  hope  that  three  Letters,  which  We  addressed  to  your  Excellency, 
in  addition  to  that  which  respected  Capt  Stanhope's  affair,  were  duly 
received,  8c,  We  have  the  Honor  to  assure  You  sir,  that  We  remain  with 
the  most  perfect  Esteem  8c  Respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obt  & 
huml  serts,  E  Gerry 

S.  Holten 

RKing. 

RC  (NNPM:  Signers  of  the  Declaration  Collection).  Written  by  Gerry  and  signed  by 
Gerry,  Holten,  and  King. 

1  Governor  Bowdoin's  letter  to  the  delegates  is  not  in  the  PCC,  but  for  transcripts  of 
its  enclosures,  see  PCC,  item  124,  fols.  161-67.  These  were  submitted  to  Congress  and 
referred  to  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  on  September  19,  whose  September  22  re- 
port was  read  September  24.  The  report  was  not  formally  adopted,  but  on  motion  of 
the  Massachusetts  delegates,  Congress  resolved  on  October  13  to  instruct  John  Adams 
to  seek  an  adjustment  of  the  United  States-New  Brunswick  boundary  "consistent  with 
the  true  meaning  of  the  definitive  Articles  of  Peace  and  friendship  between  the  United 
States  and  his  Britannic  Majesty."  See  JCC,  29:721n,  753-54,  828-29;  Diplomatic  Corre- 
spondence, 1783-89,  2:431-54;  and  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  Bowdoin,  October  17.  See 
also  Thomas  Mifflin  to  John  Hancock,  January  31,  1784;  Rufus  King  to  Samuel  Adams, 
February  25,  1785,  note  2;  and  King  to  John  Lowell,  April  25,  1785.  For  discussion  of 
this  controversy  in  the  context  of  the  evolution  of  Anglo-American  relations  at  this  time, 
see  Alfred  L.  Burt,  The  United  States,  Great  Britain  and  British  North  America,  from  the  Revo- 
lution to  the  Establishment  of  Peace  after  the  War  of  1812  (1940;  reprint  ed.,  New  York:  Rus- 
sell &  Russell,  1961),  pp.  74-79. 

2  See  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  Bowdoin,  August  18,  note  1;  and  Charles  Thomson 
to  Bowdoin,  August  20,  1785. 


William  Samuel  Johnson  to 
Samuel  William  Johnson 

Dr.  Son,  New  York  Septr.  21st.  1785. 

I  have  now  to  acquaint  you  that  Genl.  Parson's  is  Elected  one  of  the 
Commissioners  for  holding  the  Indian  Treaty  &  it  is  expected,  if  he 
Accepts  the  Appointment,  that  he  will  set  out  immediately.1  It  will  be 
therefore  for  you  to  determine  whether  you  will  go  with  him  upon 
this  Tour  or  not.  I  do  not  at  present  know  that  upon  this  Commission 
he  can  give  you  any  appointment  under  him  to  help  you  to  bear  any 
part  of  your  Expences,  tho'  on  the  other  to  Virginia  he  can  Appoint 
you  his  Clerk.  Another  thing  is,  as  the  delays  which  have  happened 
will  probably  occasion  the  Treaty  to  be  postponed  for  some  time,  I 
fear  it  will  be  thrown  so  far  into  the  Autumn  8c  Winter,  as  to  render  it 
very  uncomfortable  being  in  that  Country  so  unsettled  as  it  is,  8c  so 
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unprovided  with  Conveniencies  as  you  must  unavoidably  be,  8c  that  it 
may  rather  prejudice  than  benefit  you  in  point  of  Health,  or  at  best 
that  the  Tour  must  be  attended  with  much  fatigue.  If  you  see  the  mat- 
ter in  this  light  (for  I  only  suggest  circumstances  to  be  consider'd  of, 
&  after  all  wish  you  to  determine  as  shall  appear  most  agreeable  to 
yourself)  &  the  General  sho'd  call  upon  you,  you  will  decline  going  on 
with  him  in  the  Execution  of  this  Commission,  but,  as  far  as  may  be 
consistant,  reserve  a  right  to  attend  him  in  Virginia,  whenever  you 
shall  be  inform'd  of  his  enterring  upon  that  business,  which  I  pre- 
sume you  would  incline  to  unless  you  adopt  the  Burmuda  plan.  But  I 
do  not  know  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  acquaint  him  at  present  that 
you  have  the  latter  at  all  in  Contemplation.  I  throw  these  things  out 
for  consideration,  in  great  haste,  lest  you  sho'd  see  the  Genii,  before  I 
do,  8c  am  with  the  tenderest  Love  to  all,  yr.  most  affectione.  Father, 

Wm.  Saml.  Johnson 

RC  (CtHi:  Johnson  Papers). 

1  Samuel  Holden  Parsons  was  elected  commissioner  "to  negotiate  with  the  western  In- 
dians" this  day,  having  been  nominated  previously  by  Johnson,  and  he  accepted  the 
post  October  10.  SeeJCC,  29:576n,  725,  816. 


Charles  Pettit  to  Nathanael  Greene 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  21st.  Septr.  1785 

The  inclosed  Letter  from  Mr.  DeBerdt  came  under  cover  to  C.  &  A. 
Pettit  at  Philada.  &  has  been  sent  to  me  to  forward  to  you.  I  presume 
it  advises  you  of  the  noting  &  probability  of  Protest  of  the  Bill  you  re- 
mitted for  £180  Sterlg.  and  of  Payment  or  Acceptance  of  the  smaller 
Bill  of  £116. 

Having  relied  on  these  Bills  as  an  effective  Remittance  for  monies 
due  to  him  before  their  Arrival,  Mr.  DeBerdt  is  rather  impatient  on 
the  Occasion,  especially  as  the  London  Merchants  trading  to  America 
are  really  hard  pushed  on  Account  of  the  Disappointments  they  expe- 
rience in  Remittances.  From  these  Circumstances  8c  his  Connection 
with  Mr.  Reed's  Family,1  I  am  particularly  desirous  to  replace  the 
Money  as  early  as  may  be,  8c  especially  as  we  shall  yet  owe  him  a  far- 
ther Balance.  I  must  therefore  beg  your  Attention  to  this  Matter  as 
early  as  may  be,  for  tho'  we  pay  him  Int[eres]t  for  the  Delay,  it  is 
urged  that  this  is  far  short  of  a  Compensation  for  the  Shock  it  gives  to 
Credit.  I  am  therefore  persuaded  you  will  give  it  no  unnecessary  Delay. 
Dr.  Franklin's  Arrival  in  Phila.  seems  to  give  general  Joy-  I  know  of 
no  one  who  has,  politically,  more  real  occasion  for  rejoicing  than  I 
have,  as  an  opinion  had  generally  prevailed  that  I  was  to  be  a  Candi- 
date for  an  Office  which  he  will  probably  obtain  by  general  Consent. 
And  tho'  I  had  been  explicit  with  my  Friends  in  refusing  to  approach 
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the  Steps  of  elevation,  &  had  obtained  the  Promise  of  divers  of  them 
not  to  permit  my  Name  to  be  run,  yet  the  Opposition,  not  being  as- 
certained of  this,  would  have  issued  plentiful  Showers  of  Filth  at  &  be- 
fore the  Election,  which  I  hope  will  now  be  with  held. 

My  Respectful  Regards  wait  on  Mrs.  Greene  and  my  Love  to 
George.  I  am,  Dr  Sir,  Your  most  obt.  Servt,  Gha.  Pettit 

RC  (CtY:  Franklin  Papers). 

1  Dennis  DcBerdt,  a  London  merchant  and  son  of  the  former  American  colonial 
agent  Dennys  DeBerdt,  was  the  brother-in-law  of  the  late  Joseph  Reed.  John  F.  Roche, 
Joseph  Reed,  A  Moderate  in  the  American  Revolution  (New  York:  Columbia  University  Press, 
1957),  pp.  18-19,215-18. 

-  Benjamin  Franklin's  return  to  America  also  occasioned  the  following  brief  letter  to 
him  from  Charles  Thomson  this  day.  "Being  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on  you 
in  person,  I  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity,  with  all  the  warmth  and  all  the  sincerity 
of  friendship  to  congratulate  you  on  your  safe  arrival  and  heartily  welcome  you  to  your 
native  country."  Franklin  Papers,  PPAmP. 


Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents  to  Congress 

Dated  22d  September  1785 
To  the  Honorable  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assem- 
bled, the  subscribers,  Agents  of  the  States  of  New  York  and  Mas- 
sachusetts beg  leave  to  represent  that  they  have  agreed  upon  the  Hon- 
orable William  Hooper  Esquire  of  North-Carolina  to  be  a  Judge 
instead  of  the  Honorable  James  Monroe  Esquire,  who  hath  declined 
his  appointment  to  sit  in  a  federal  court  for  the  trial  of  a  controversy 
between  the  said  States  of  Massachusetts  8c  New  York,1  which  contro- 
versy is  suggested  in  the  petition  of  the  former  now  on  the  journals  of 
congress.  And  thereupon  the  said  Agents  do  humbly  request  that  No- 
tice hereof  may  be  given  to  the  said  William  Hooper  Esquire,  and  that 
upon  his  acceptance,  a  Commission  may  be  issued  to  him,  together 
with  the  Honorable  Thomas  Johnson,  George  Wythe,  George  Read, 
Isaac  Smith,  William  Patterson,  Samuel  Johnson,  William  Fleming,  & 
John  Sitgreaves  Esquires,  constituting  them  a  Court  according  to  the 
confederation,  to  hear  and  determine  the  controversy  aforesaid. 

Jas.  Duane 

Agents  for  John  Haring  I     Agents  for 

Massachusetts     Melancton  Smith    /     New  York 

Egbt  Benson 

FC  (NHi:  Duane  Papers).  In  a  clerical  hand,  with  signatures,  date,  and  endorsement  by 
James  Duane.  Endorsed:  "Agreement  between  Agents  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts 
for  appointing  the  honorable  William  Hooper  Esqr  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  federal 
Court." 
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1  No  letter  from  Monroe  formally  declining  this  appointment,  which  he  had  accepted 
March  20,  has  been  found,  perhaps  because  he  may  have  simply  announced  his  resigna- 
tion orally  when  he  left  New  York  on  August  25  to  begin  a  trip  to  the  West  which  occu- 
pied him  until  mid-December. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Samuel  Holden  Parsons 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  Septr.  22.  1785 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled  have  been  pleased  to  elect  you  one  of  the  Commissioners 
for  negotiating  with  the  Western  Indians.1  I  enclose  you  the  act  ascer- 
taining the  allowance  for  the  service  of  the  Commissioners  while  em- 
ployed on  the  business.2  As  the  commissioners  heretofore  entrusted 
with  the  negotiation  have  notified  the  Indian  Nations  of  the  time  and 
place  of  meeting  and  it  is  expected  they  will  attend  at  the  time  fixed 
which  is  some  time  in  the  beginning  of  next  month,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary for  you  to  come  here  with  all  possible  expedition  to  receive  your 
Commission  &  proceed  from  hence  to  the  Ohio  where  the  Confer- 
ences are  to  be  held.3 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sr,  Your  obedt  humble 
Serv,  CT4 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 
'  See/CC,  29:725. 
2/CC,  26:154. 

3  Parson's  October  10  letter  to  Thomson  accepting  this  appointment,  and  requesting 
an  advance  on  his  salary  to  pay  the  costs  of  his  trip  to  the  Ohio  country,  is  in  PCC,  item 
78,  18:591-94. 

4  The  following  day  Thomson  also  notified  treasury  commissioner  Walter  Livingston 
that  he  had  been  granted  "leave  of  absence  for  fifteen  days"  according  to  his  request. 
See/CC,  29:738;  and  PCC,  item  18A,  fol.  152. 


William  Samuel  Johnson  to 
Samuel  William  Johnson 

Dear  Billy,  New  York  Septr.  25th.  1 785. 

I  was  much  surprised  to  find  that  I  had  not  enclosed  the  Accounts, 
which  must  have  been  occasion'd  by  my  closing  my  Letter  when  I  had 
Company  about  me  talking  about  their  affairs.  I  will  endeavour  not  to 
omit  again  enclosing  that  of  Mr.  Stow.  The  one  of  Thomas  it  seems 
you  have  recover'd  &  will  forward,  only  you  may  give  him  Credit  for 
Eight  Dollars,  which  he  told  me  at  Stratford  he  had  paid  me,  &  tho'  I 
do  not  find  any  entry  of  it  I  would  not  dispute  with  him  about  it. 


646  September  25,  1785 

It  may  be  difficult  for  you  to  make  out  a  List  of  Mr.  Apthorps  Papers 
in  my  Absence,  if  Mr.  Hillhouse  could  point  out  such  as  he  immedi- 
ately wants,  you  could  see  if  they  are  there,  8c  send  them  to  him,  for 
the  remainder  I  sho'd  chuse  it  to  rest  till  I  come  up  in  October,  &  may 
probably  then  see  him. 

I  believe  I  mention'd  to  you  that  I  expected  the  House  would  fetch 
£100.0.0  8c  sho'd  not  chuse  to  offer  it  for  less  fill  I  can  talk  with  my 
Friends  &  Acquaintances  at  N.  Haven  upon  the  subject.  But  if  I  can 
get  a  good  price  for  it,  shall  be  willing  to  make  the  payments  easy,  say 
three  or  four  year,  at  equal  Installments.  But  in  that  Case  we  must  ex- 
pect good  security  either  by  Mortgage  or  Bondsmen  for  we  ought  not 
to  Trust  so  long  to  the  single  security  of  a  Gentleman  in  Trade  with 
whose  real  Circumstances  it  is  so  difficult  to  be  acquainted. 

The  Salt  Hay  I  expected  might  all  be  let  out  at  the  usual  Rate  of  one 
third  deliver'd  in  the  Barn.  Henry  is  to  have  what  he  wants,  8c  the 
reainder  in  the  Common  Meadow,  including  that  of  Osborn's,  may  be 
offer'd  to  Ephm.  Burrith  who  knows  it,  or  any  one  else.  The  Lordship 
I  expected  to  Mow  very  little  of,  &  if  it  is  not  likely  to  be  taken  on 
shares,  as  I  imagine  it  is  not,  may  be  offer'd  gratis,  as  it  is  an  advantage 
to  have  it  Mow'd.  Mr.  Kay  must  not  be  forgotten,  who  must  also  have 
what  he  wants,  both  of  the  Salt  Hay  8c  Lordship. 

Since  the  time  limited  for  bringing  a  Writ  of  Error  is  elaps'd,  I  do 
not  see  what  Vaughan  can  do,  other  than  to  Petition  the  Assembly, 
that  he  may  be  restor'd  to  his  Property  upon  paying  the  purchase 
Money  given  for  it  on  the  sale  under  the  Confiscation,  pursuant  to  the 
Article  to  that  effect,  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  &  perhaps  it  may  be  best 
for  him  to  Tender  the  Money  to  Towner,  or  whoever  is  the  present 
owner  of  the  Land,  &  request  a  reconveyance  of  the  Estate,  before  he 
brings  a  Petition,  tho'  I  do  not  consider  this  as  absolutely  necessary. 

The  only  objection,  you  know,  against  pressing  payment  of  Miller's 
Execution  against  Rowland  is  the  counter  demand  he  has  against 
Miller,  upon  which,  if  I  do  not  forget,  a  suit  is  depending  in  which  I 
am  Cited  as  Agent,  Factor,  &  Trustee.  Let  Mr.  Hurd  therefore  talk  with 
Mr.  Rowland,  8c  after  that,  if  he  thinks  it  best  upon  the  whole,  he  may 
press  the  payment  of  the  Execution,  but,  if  there  be  such  suit  as  I  have 
mention'd  depending  against  me,  before  he  receives  any  of  the 
Money  he  must  Indemnifie  me  against  the  suit,  8c  all  loss  &  Damages  I 
may  incur  thereby. 

I  thank  you  for  your  favour  by  Mr.  Verplank  &  Betsey,  who  arriv'd 
here  last  Night  in  the  height  of  the  Storm,  but  do  not  seem  to  have 
suffer'd  any  injury  by  it,  tho'  they  are  fatigued  with  the  Journey.  Jos. 
Munsons  Note  was  not  enclosed  in  your  Letter,  but  probably  Verplank 
has  it  8c  tho'  I  have  seen  him  I  did  not  think  to  ask  him  about  it,  and 
even  if  it  sho'd  not  have  come  by  this  conveyance,  it  is  not  material,  as 
Franklin  is  at  Philadelphia,  8c  it  may  be  some  time  before  I  have  an 
Opportunity  to  see  him  or  send  it  to  him. 
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I  wish  I  could  relieve  you  from  your  present  suspence,  upon  clear  & 
satisfactory  grounds.  A  little  time  I  hope  will  do  it,  as  Capt.  Bascomb 
tells  me  he  soon  expects  to  hear  from  his  Friend  in  Burmuda,  &  I  am 
unwilling  yet  to  give  up  that  plan,  which  has  many  strong  inducements 
in  its  favour.  Mean  time  I  have  in  my  last  acquainted  you  with  Genl. 
Parsons  destination,  &  suggest'd  my  apprehensions  that  the  Indian 
Treaty  may  be  attended  with  too  much  fatigue  for  yr.  present  state  of 
Health.  This  however  you  can  better  Judge  of  than  I,  &  if  upon  the 
whole  you  chuse  to  decline  it,  that  with  the  Circumstances  you  men- 
tion of  there  being  no  apparent  fund  for  yr.  Expences,  must  be  suffi- 
cient excuses  with  the  Genl.  At  present,  I  confess,  it  appears  to  me 
more  eligible  to  go  to  Burmuda  than  to  the  Treaty,  unless  the  General 
can  offer  stronger  inducements,  &  give  better  Answers  to  those  Objec- 
tions, than  any  that  occur  to  me  at  present.  After  all,  you  will  not  forget 
that  I  lay  much  stress  upon  your  own  Inclinations,  in  determining  such 
Questions  as  these,  for  Nill  invita  Minerva  is  a  good  Maxim.  If  Capt. 
Hoit  has  not  sail'd  to  day  I  may  probably  send  the  Porter  by  him,  which 
Mamma  desires,  as  Dr.  Nicoll  tells  me  he  shall  have  things  on  Board 
him  which  must  go  round  by  water  from  New  Field.  I  am  with  tender- 
est  Love  to  all  the  family,  yr.  Most  affectionate  Father, 

Wm.  Saml.  Johnson1 

RC  (CtHi: Johnson  Papers). 

'Johnson  also  wrote  to  his  son  again  on  October  5  concerning  similar  business,  legal, 
and  family  matters.  Johnson  Papers,  CtHi. 


Virginia  Delegates'  Bond  for  Arthur  Lee 

[September  26,  1785] 
Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  We,  Samuel  Hardy,  William 
Grayson,  James  Monroe l  and  Richard  Henry  Lee  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  United  States  of  America  in 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  sum  we  bind  our- 
selves, our  heirs  and  Executors  jointly  and  severally  to  pay  or  cause  to 
be  paid  to  the  said  United  States.  In  witness  whereof  We  have  here- 
unto set  our  hands  and  affixed  our  seals  this  26th  day  of  September 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  five. 

The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such  that  if  Arthur  Lee  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Treasury-  of  the 
aforesaid  United  States  of  America  in  pursuance  of  an  Ordinance  of 
Congress  passed  the  twenty  eighth  day  of  May  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  four  entitled  an  Ordinance  for  putting  the  Depart- 
ment of  Finance  into  Commission  shall  well  and  faithfully  execute  the 
duties  and  trusts  reposed  in  him  as  one  of  the  said  Commissioners  con- 
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formably  to  the  Resolves  and  Ordinances  of  Congress,  then  this  obliga- 
tion is  to  be  void  and  of  no  effect,  otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force. 
Signed  Sealed  and  delivered  S  Hardy 

in  presence  of  us.         James  McHenry         Richard  Henry  Lee 

Wm.  Hindman  Willm.  Grayson 

Signed,  sealed  &  delivered  by  Richard  Henry  Lee  in  the  presence  of  us. 
Roger  Alden 

Benjamin  Banksonjur 

RC  (PCC  Miscellaneous  Papers,  reel  9,  fol.  426). 

1  Monroe  had  recently  left  New  York  and  did  not  sign  this  bond. 

'2  For  Lee's  July  27  appointment,  see  JC.C,  29:582.  See  also  James  Monroe  to  James 
Madison,  December  18,  1784,  note  5;  and  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  April  12,  note  12. 


James  McHenry  to  John  Hall 

Dear  Sir.i  [September  27-28?  1785]  2 

Congress  have  at  length  passed  a  requisition  for  the  supplies  of  the 
present  year  which  I  herewith  inclose  you.3  I  know  not  whether  it  will 
be  satisfactory  to  the  State;  I  only  know  that  it  does  not  please  me.  Its 
principles  as  you  will  perceive  are  only  calculated  for  one  part  of  the 
union;  I  mean  for  those  States  which  are  in  possession  of  the  great 
bulk  of  continental  securities  where  they  may  be  purchased  at  eight 
for  one.  To  these  States  it  will  prove  a  blessing,  to  Maryland  it  cannot. 
The  States  which  it  favors  are  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey  and  so  on 
Eastward  to  New  Hampshire  inclusive.  Considering  the  depreciation 
of  the  certificates  these  States  have  it  in  their  power  to  discharge 
their  two  thirds  of  their  quotas  at  a  very  easy  rate,  while  one  years  inter- 
est upon  all  the  loan  office  and  other  continental  securities  belonging 
to  the  State  of  Maryland  or  its  citizens  will  hardly  exceed  one  fourth  of 
our  quota.  Of  course  Maryland  must  pay  three  fourths  of  her  quota  in 
specie  or  run  in  debt. 

Let  us  add  to  this  unequal  operation  of  the  requisition  the  real  situ- 
ation of  Maryland.  Many  of  our  people  are  of  opinion  that  we  are 
among  the  foremost  in  advances,  and  that  when  the  accounts  of  the 
union  come  to  be  settled,  that  the  other  States  will  be  found  in  our 
debt.  I  am  very  sorry  to  tell  you  that  the  reverse  is  the  case.  Maryland 
is  one  of  the  greatest  debtor  states  in  the  union.  We  owe  an  immense 
sum  to  the  other  States  as  will  appear  from  a  statement  which  I  intend 
to  lay  before  the  General  Assembly.  This  debt  of  course  will  be  greatly 
augmented  by  the  new  system  of  paying  in  interest,  unless  we  can  con- 
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trive  to  keep  pace  with  the  payments  of  the  other  States.  Would  it  not 
under  this  view  of  things  be  advisable  for  the  State  to  purchase  a  sum 
in  certificates,  (now  when  they  can  be  got  cheap)  the  interest  upon 
which  would  equal  two  thirds  of  our  quota.4  The  principal  of  the  cer- 
tificates would  be  to  our  credit  on  the  final  settlement  of  accounts, 
while  the  interest,  as  far  as  it  went,  would  be  an  easement  to  our  citi- 
zens in  the  annual  requisitions  of  Congress.  If  the  State  should  adopt 
this  plan  of  easing  its  citizens  from  taxation,  the  certificates  by  proper 
management  may  be  procured  at  8  for  1.  To  you  I  need  not  enlarge 
upon  the  expediency  of  providing  while  we  may  for  the  present  and 
for  the  future.  I  would  only  add  that  the  States  to  whom  we  are  in  debt 
are  numerous  enough  to  compel  us  to  pay  them,  which  I  dare  say  they 
will  attempt  as  soon  as  a  favorable  opportunity  offers.  If  Congress  were 
in  possession  of  a  marine  it  is  not  difficult  to  divine  in  what  manner  it 
would  be  directed. 

There  is  one  agreeable  circumstance  however  attending  this  requisi- 
tion. By  the  rule  which  governs  the  apportionments,  and  which  was 
obtained  after  a  great  deal  of  squabbling,  Maryland  is  rated  at  10  3/4 
of  the  whole  estimate.5  By  the  rule  which  governed  last  year  we  paid 
an  eighth  part  of  the  whole. 

Being  very  much  pressed  for  time,  I  beg  you  will  make  my  excuse  to 
Mr  Worthington  for  not  writing  to  him  on  this  occasion  and  commu- 
nicate to  him  the  requisition.  I  am  about  setting  out  on  a  visit  to  Mrs 
McHenry  for  a  few  days  who  is  in  Philadelphia.  I  find  that  in  case  the 
Assembly  should  keep  me  six  months  longer  with  Congress  which  will 
close  my  three  years  that  I  shall  be  obliged  to  bring  Mrs.  McHenry  to 
New  York.  In  the  mean  time  I  am,  Very  sincerely  and  respectfully 
Yours,  James  McHenry 

RC  (PHi:  Dreer  Federal  Convention  Collection). 

1  Hall  has  been  identified  in  these  iMters,  16:394n.l. 

2  McHenry  wrote  this  letter  just  after  Congress  adopted  the  requisition  for  1785  on 
September  27  and  just  before  he  set  off  for  Philadelphia  to  visit  his  wife,  apparently  on 
the  28th.  As  Charles  Thomson's  journal  also  indicates  that  McHenry  voted  in  Congress 
on  the  27th  but  was  not  in  attendance  when  the  delegates  convened  on  the  next  day,  it 
seems  clear  that  he  wrote  this  letter  the  evening  of  the  former  or  the  morning  of  the 
latter  before  leaving  New  York.  He  returned  to  his  seat  in  Congress  on  October  19.  See 
JCC,  29:775,  836,  838. 

:!  For  McHenry's  enclosure,  see  JCC,  29:765-71. 

1  For  the  Maryland  delegates'  effort  to  purchase  Continental  money  and  securities  at 
this  time,  see  Mai  viand  Delegates  to  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  October  5,  1785. 

5  Maryland  actually  fared  better  than  McHenry  reported  as  the  state's  quota  under 
the  new  requisition  was  $283,034  of  $3  millions,  or  9.43%,  compared  with  $933,996  oi 
$8  millions  of  1 1.67%  previously  required.  See  JCC,  26:309,  29:767. 
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Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin 

Sir,  New  York  28th  September  1 785 

We  have  the  Honor  to  inclose  to  your  Excellency,  a  Requisition 
which  was  yesterday  passed  by  Congress.1  As  the  Subject  is  important, 
&  may  influence  your  Excellency's  Conduct  respecting  the  convening 
of  the  Legislature,  We  have  obtained  a  Copy  of  the  printed  Report,  so 
corrected  as  to  be  conformable  to  the  Requisition,  rather  than  delay 
the  Transmission  of  it  for  an  attested  manuscript  Copy,  which  will  be 
duly  transmitted  by  the  Board  of  Treasury. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  remain,  Sir,  with  perfect  Respect,  Your  most 
obedt.  &  very  humble  serts.,  E  Gerry 

S.  Holten 

Rufus  King2 

RC  (M-Ar:  Revolutionary  War  Letters).  Written  by  Gerry,  and  signed  by  Gerry,  Holten, 
and  King. 

i  See  JCC,  29:765-71. 

2  King  was  also  author  of  a  committee  report  that  was  read  in  Congress  this  day  on 
the  subject  of  a  petition  from  the  trustees  and  fellows  of  Rhode  Island  College  who 
sought  compensation  for  damages  to  and  the  use  of  its  buildings  by  the  Continental 
Army  during  the  war.  According  to  Secretary  Thomson's  endorsement  on  the  report, 
the  committee's  recommendations  in  behalf  of  the  college  were  rejected  by  Congress 
on  October  4,  but  Thomson  made  no  mention  of  this  action  in  his  journal.  The  memo- 
rial and  papers  concerning  this  case  are  no  longer  in  the  PCC,  having  been 
"del[ivere]d  to  Dr.  Manning,"  undoubtedly  sometime  during  his  term  in  Congress,  May 
5  to  October  25,  1786.  See  JCC,  28:432n,  29:778-79;  and  PCC,  item  20,  1:247-48,  item 
191,  fol.  77.  For  information  on  this  case  from  the  correspondence  of  Dr.  James  Man- 
ning, the  president  of  Rhode  Island  College,  see  Reuben  A.  Guild,  Early  History  of  Brown 
University,  Including  the  Life,  Times,  and  Correspondence  of  President  Manning,  1756—1791 
(1897;  reprint  ed.,  New  York:  Arno  Press,  1980),  pp.  397-98,  401,  415,  418,  430,  434-35; 
and  James  Manning  to  Hezekiah  Smith,  May  17,  1786,  note. 


Massachusetts  Delegates  to  John  Lowell, 
Theophilus  Parsons  and  James  Sullivan 

Gentlemen  New  York  29th.  Sep.  1785 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Sitgreaves,  yesterday  received,  gives  the  first  inti- 
mation of  his  having  received  notice  of  his  appointment  to  the  federal 
Court,  and  is  an  acceptance  of  the  Office.1  Mr.  Johnson  having  de- 
clined,2 and  Mr.  Flemming  having  given  no  answer,  the  court  stands 
three  Judges  of  the  nomination  of  Massachusetts,  three  of  the  nomi- 
nation of  New- York,  and  Mr.  Johnson  of  North  Carolina3  mutually 
chosen  as  the  seventh  man.  If  the  Agents  of  New  York  do  not  except 
against  Mr.  Sitgreaves,4  which  they  may  do  under  the  last  Agreement, 
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perhaps  we  had  better  proceed  to  Trial  with  this  court  than  wait  the 
hazardous  event  of  a  full  court. 

Mr.  Duane  is  absent  from  the  City,  and  no  Gentleman  of  the  New 
York  Agents  is  here  excepting  Mr.  Jay.  What  the  Opinion  of  the  Agents 
of  New  York  would  be,  we  are  ignorant;  but  think  it  not  improbable 
that  they  would  embrace  the  Idea  of  deciding  the  controversy  by  a 
court  of  seven  commissioners — an  immediate  decision  upon  this 
point  is  necessary.  If  the  Cause  is  to  be  tried  in  November  the  commis- 
sion should  immediately  issue;  if  not,  Notice  without  delay  should  go 
to  the  Judges  of  the  disappointment,  least  they  should  incur  the  trou- 
ble and  fruitless  Expence  of  meeting  at  Williamsburgh. 

As  soon  as  possible  we  will  obtain  the  Sentiments  of  the  Agents  of 
N.Y.  and  transmit  them  to  you;  we  intreat  that  you  would  not  delay 
communicating  your  determination  upon  this  Subject. 

With  great  esteem  and  Respect  your  obt.  servants, 

E  Gerry 

Rufus  King 

RC  (MH-H:  bMS  Am  1582).  Written  by  King  and  signed  by  King  and  Gerry. 
'  See/CC,  29:776-77. 

2  That  is,  Thomas  Johnson  of  Maryland. 

3  That  is,  Samuel  Johnston. 

4  See  Massachusetts'  Agents'  draft  letter  to  Congress,  October  20. 


Elbridge  Gerry  to  Samuel  Adams 

My  dear  Sir,  New  York  30th  Sepr  1 785 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  Hint  relative  to  what  may  take 
place  with  Respect  to  the  Cincinnati,  in  our  Delegation  of  the  next 
Year.1  We  shall  before  the  adjournment  endeavour  to  fix  on  the  Jour- 
nals something  that  may  operate  to  cripple,  if  not  mortally  to  wound 
that  unconstitutional  Monster. 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  We  unite  in  Sentiment  in  the  Necessity  of 
vesting  Congress  with  more  commercial  powers:  8c  flatter  myself  We 
shall  not  differ  in  making  them  in  the  first  Instance  temporary,  &  in 
opposing  a  general  Revision  of  the  Confederation.2  It  is  difficult  to  de- 
termine on  a  good  Expedient,  to  remedy  our  present  Evils,  but  We 
shall  attempt  it,  if  Time  will  permit. 

Doctor  Franklin  has,  as  You  will  perceive  by  the  Pennsylvania  pa- 
pers, been  puffed  at  a  great  Rate,  &  will  probably  be  in  the  Chair  of 
that  State.  His  Grandson  came  to  this  City  last  Evening,  but  his  object 
I  cannot  yet  ascertain.  I  confess  to  You,  I  have  a  jealous  Eye  on  the 
Doctor:  he  is  devoted  to  the  Court  of  Versailles,  &  should  he  come  to 
Congress  as  a  Delegate  &  obtain  the  Chair,  he  may  do  more  Mischief 
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than  We  are  apt  to  imagine.  But  his  great  Age  seems  almost  an  insup- 
perable  Bar  to  the  Execution  of  an  extensive  plan. 

Mr  Simkins  I  have  not  seen,  he  called  on  me  so  early  that  he  found 
me  in  Bed  &  has  not  renewed  his  Visit  when  I  was  at  Home. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  inclosing  a  Copy  of  the  Requisition,  which  is 
not  so  good  as  may  be  wished,  but  the  best  that  could  be  obtained. 

Adieu  my  dear  Sir  &  be  assured  I  am  yours  sincerely, 

E  Gerry 

RC  (NN:  Adams  Papers). 

1  In  his  September  19  letter  to  Gerry,  Adams  had  warned:  "Those  who  may  take  your 
places  may  not  happen  to  be  of  your  sentiments  respecting  the  Cincinnati,  and  in  that 
case  they  will  overrule  Mr.  King  and  prevent  your  good  intentions."  George  Bancroft, 
History  of  the  Formation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America,  2  vols.  (New  York: 
D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  1882),  appendix,  1:457-58. 

2  "A  general  revision  of  the  confederation  appears  to  me  to  be  a  dangerous  measure 
to  be  adopted  at  this  time,"  Adams  had  written,  "nor  do  I  think  it  necessary."  But,  he 
continued,  "It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  congress  may  be  vested  with  sufficient  power  to 
regulate  the  trade  of  the  states  with  foreigners.  This  commonwealth  suffers  for  want  of 
it.  Cannot  this  power,  properly  guarded,  be  given  to  congress  without  endangering  the 
principles  of  the  confederation  by  a  general  revision?"  Ibid.,  p.  457. 


Joseph  Gardner  to  John  Dickinson 

Sir,  New  York  October  1st,  1785. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inform  Your  Excellency  that  Congress  have 
appointed  a  Grand  Committee  to  report  the  form  of  an  Ordinance  to 
expedite  the  Settlement  of  the  public  Accounts,  and  have  referred  to 
this  Committee  a  report  of  the  Board  of  Treasury  upon  a  Motion  of 
Mr  Howell,  which  I  herewith  inclose.1 

This  report  will  in  some  degree  explain  to  your  honorable  Board 
the  Views  of  Congress  by  the  Appointment  of  this  Committee:  The 
Commissioners  of  the  public  Accounts  in  each  State  are  already  im- 
powered  to  liquidate  and  settle  both  demands  of  individuals  and 
States,  against  the  United  States,  as  far  as  the  said  demands  are  autho- 
rised by  subsisting  Resolutions  of  Congress,  and  if  any  difficulties 
arise,  they  must  originate  either  from  the  Nature  of  the  Claim  or  for 
Want  of  proper  Vouchers. 

The  latter  part  of  the  Report  (and  principal  Object  with  the  Com- 
mittee) refers  to  Claims  of  individual  States  against  the  Union,  for 
Money  advanced  and  Services  performed  for  the  Common  benefit  of 
the  States,  but  not  covered  by  any  subsisting  resolutions.2  A  Question 
naturally  arises,  which  of  these  or  whether  any  ought  to  be  admitted, 
and  it  is  of  the  utmost  Consequence  to  the  harmony  of  the  States,  that 
this  Question  be  speedily  and  prudently  determined. 
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The  Committee  met  yesterday  the  first  time,  and  have  Ordered, 
that  each  Member  in  behalf  of  his  State,  exhibit  in  Writing  the  gen- 
eral heads  of  the  Claims  of  that  State  against  the  Union.  I  am  unpre- 
pared to  make  this  Statement  barely  upon  my  recollection,  therefore  I 
take  the  earliest  Opportunity  to  ask  your  Advice  and  Assistance  as 
soon  as  convenient. 

I  do  suppose  that  Pennsylvania  was  very  careful  to  have  a  large  pro- 
portion of  her  expenditures  for  the  Common  defence  covered  by  res- 
olutions for  the  express  purpose  to  guard  against  disputes  upon  a 
final  Adjustment,  her  proximity  to  the  Seat  of  Congress  enabled  her 
to  have  this  done.  Nevertheless,  there  are  within  my  own  knowledge 
many  very  considerable  Charges  for  which  I  think  she  has  an  un- 
doubted right  to  obtain  a  Credit  upon  the  Books  of  the  Treasury. 

I  will  just  take  the  Liberty  to  subjoin  such  claims  as  occur  to  me  at 
present,  which  if  they  meet  the  Approbation  of  your  honorable 
Board,  will  compose  part  of  the  Claims  stated  upon  the  part  of  Penn- 
sylvania, vizt. 

Building  and  sinking  Chevaux  de  Frize. 

Building  Gallies,  floating  Batteries,  fire  rafts  8cc  for  defending  the 
passage  of  Delaware. 

Arming,  manning,  feeding,  paying  &c  the  Officers  and  Seamen  be- 
longing to  the  aforesaid  fleet. 

Fortifying  Mud  Island — red  bank  and  Billingsport. 

Recruiting,  paying,  Cloathing  &c  the  three  State  regiments  com- 
manded by  Messrs  Miles,  Broadhead  and  Atlee. 

Militia  Service  for  the  defence  of  the  State,  particularly  the  fron- 
tiers. Ranging  Companies  upon  the  frontiers. 

I  would  only  beg  leave  to  add,  that  it  is  only  necessary  at  present  to 
mention  the  heads  and  not  the  Amounts  of  the  Claims.3  I  refer  you 
for  further  information  to  the  Honorable  Charles  Pettit,  who  will  be 
in  Philadelphia  before  this  is  handed  to  You. 

I  am  Sir,  with  due  Respect,  Your  Excellency's  very  humble  Servant, 

Jos.  Gardner 

NB.  I  find  I  have  left  the  Report  alluded  to  this  Letter  at  my  lodging, 
therefore  defer  sending  until  next  post. 

Tr  (PHarH:  RG27). 

1  For  the  appointment  of  this  grand  committee  September  28,  see  JCC,  29:779;  and 
PCC,  item  190,  fol.  69.  For  the  board  of  treasury  report  on  "measures  for  expediting  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts,  subsisting  betwixt  the  several  States  and  the  United  States," 
called  for  by  a  David  Howell  motion  of  July  7,  submitted  July  12,  and  read  in  Congress 
July  14,  see  /CC,  29:516,  536-39;  and  PCC,  item  139,  fols.  37-40,  item  140,  2:31. 

2  See  JCC,  29:538. 

:!  Little  progress  was  made  on  this  subject  for  nearly  a  year.  The  board  of  treasury  re- 
sponded October  19  to  a  query  from  the  grand  committee  to  which  Gardner  had  been 
appointed  for  the  dates  of  congressional  resolves  "that  have  relation  to  the  Allowances  to 
be  made  to  the  States  in  Settling  their  Accounts"  (PCC,  item  140,  1:59),  but  not  until  Oc- 
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tober  13,  1786,  did  Congress  finally  adopt  "An  Ordinance  for  establishing  a  Board  to  liq- 
uidate and  settle  all  Accounts  between  the  United  States  and  individual  States,"  which 
Ruins  King  had  proposed  on  August  9.  See  JCC,  31:508n,  636,  666-67,  741-47,  771-81. 


Charles  Stewart  to  William  Livingston 

Sir  New  York  1  st  October  1 785 

The  Act  of  Congress  of  the  27th  Sept.  being  printed,1  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  forward  it  to  your  Excellency,  and  hope  it  will  meet  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  indeed  there  are  so  many 
public  Creditors  in  that  State,  whose  distresses  are  great  that  One 
would  be  inclined  to  believe  this  Act  will  be  approved  of.  Virginia  was 
the  only  dissenting  State,  they  held  out  expecting  to  Obtain  a  Resolve, 
to  Sanction  their  demands  for  all  the  expences  in  their  State,  the 
amount  of  which  by  their  Accounts  exceed  any  thing  I  ever  saw,  read 
or  even  heard  of. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  Loan  Of- 
fice passed  yesterday  after  some  Amendments  and  fixing  the  Sallary  at 
fifteen  hundred  Dollars  for  the  highest  sum  &  Six  hundred  for  the 
lowest.2  I  enclose  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  on  that  head  & 
Am  Your  Excellencys  most  Obed  st.  Chas  Stewart 

RC  (MHi:  Livingston  Papers). 

1  A  reference  to  the  Continental  requisition  for  1785,  for  which  see  JCC,  29:765-71, 
928;  and  Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States,  October  7. 

2  See  JCC,  29:792-94. 


William  Grayson  to  George  Washington 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  Octob.  3rd.  1785. 

The  requisition  is  at  length  finished;  &  which  I  have  now  the  honor 
of  inclosing;  the  Article  of  30,000  dollars  for  fcederal  buildings  at 
Trenton  is  expunged;  &  I  think  the  opposition  to  that  measure  is  gain- 
ing strength.  Some  of  the  Southern  States  begin  to  view  it  in  a  differ- 
ent light.1 

Congress  have  passed  a  resolution  authorizing  the  Post  Master  gen- 
eral under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Treasury  to  contract  with  the 
Owners  of  the  Stage  coaches  for  the  transportation  of  the  Mail;  it  is 
expected  the  contracts  will  be  formed  in  the  course  of  the  next 
month:  after  which  there  will  be  three  mails  a  week  through  the 
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Southern  States.  A  new  Ordinance  for  the  Post  Office  is  ready  to  be 
reported  in  which  there  are  clauses  for  cross  posts  from  Alexandria  to 
Fort  Pitt,  &  from  Albany  to  the  limits  of  Canada,  but  it  is  doubtful 
whether  in  this  present  Congress  either  will  take  effect.2 

Mr.  Payne  has  a  memorial  before  Congress,  to  be  allowed  a  sum  of 
money  for  his  services,  to  which  there  is  a  favorable  report  from  a 
Commee.  but  I  am  fearful  that  nothing  of  consequence  will  take  effect.3 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  With  the  highest  respect,  Yr  Affect,  frd.  8c 
Most  Obed  Serv.  Willm.  Grayson 

RC  (DLC:  Washington  Papers). 

i  For  the  broadside  of  the  requisition  that  Grayson  enclosed,  see  JCC,  29:765-71,  928. 
On  September  22  Elbridge  Gerry  had  moved  to  increase  the  sum  appropriated  for  fed- 
eral buildings  to  $100,000,  the  amount  originally  alloted,  for  which  see  Grayson  to 
James  Madison,  May  1,  note  10.  The  motion  was  defeated  with  only  Massachusetts  and 
New  Jersey  in  favor.  Thereupon  Samuel  Hardy  moved  to  strike  the  paragraph,  which 
was  not  allowed  to  stand.  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  South  Carolina  were  all  opposed.  See 
JCC,  29:734-35. 

2  See  Grayson  to  James  Madison,  August  21,  note  4. 

:i  In  fact,  Thomas  Paine  had  submitted  a  series  of  appeals  to  Congress  beginning  in 
August  when  he  asked  to  meet  with  Congress  or  a  committee  thereof  to  discuss  com- 
pensation for  his  nearly  eleven  years  of  service  to  the  United  States.  His  letter  of  August 
13  was  referred  on  the  15th  to  a  committee  chaired  by  Elbridge  Gerry  whose  August  22 
report  was  adopted  on  the  26th.  Congress  agreed  that  Paine  was  due  "liberal  Gratifica- 
tion" for  his  labor  "in  explaining  &  informing  the  principles  of  the  late  revolution,  by 
ingenious,  &  timely  publications,  upon  the  nature  of  Liberty  &  civic  Government," 
which  were  well  received  by  the  American  public,  but  it  ordered  no  specific  compensa- 
tion. On  September  13  Congress  received  a  second  letter  from  Paine  asking,  according 
to  Charles  Thomson's  despatch  book,  "what  Congress  mean  to  do  for  him."  This  un- 
dated letter,  which  was  later  misidentified  as  one  of  the  14th,  was  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee chaired  by  Grayson  that  recommended  on  September  26  that  Paine  receive  $4,000, 
but  that  sum  was  struck  out.  Paine  wrote  to  Congress  on  the  27th  asking  only  for  his  ex- 
penses for  the  past  eleven  years  which  "cannot  possibly  have  been  less  than  six  thousand 
dollars."  When  Congress  took  up  his  letter  and  Grayson's  committee  report  that  day  El- 
bridge Gerry  moved  to  compensate  Paine  for  his  full  expenses,  but  that  too  was  de- 
feated. On  September  28  Paine  wrote  again,  this  time  requesting  settlement  of  his  ac- 
count for  $948  that  he  claimed  was  due  on  the  depreciation  of  his  salary  as  secretary  to 
the  committee  for  foreign  affairs  through  January  1779.  This  letter,  the  Grayson  com- 
mittee report,  and  Paine's  two  previous  letters  were  referred  on  the  28th  to  Elbridge 
Gerry,  David  Howell,  and  Pierse  Long.  In  their  October  3  report  the  committee  chose 
to  address  the  resolution  of  August  26,  recommending  a  $3,000  award  which  Congress 
promptly  ordered  the  board  of  treasury  to  pay.  Obviously,  Grayson  wrote  this  letter  to 
Washington  before  Congress  had  taken  this  action.  The  committee  referred  Paine's  let- 
ter on  salary  depreciation  to  Comptroller  James  Milligan  who  wrote  to  Gerry  on  Octo- 
ber 4  that  Paine's  request  was  inappropriate  because  Congress  had  already  extended  to 
the  civil  list  its  resolve  of  April  10,  1780,  limiting  depreciation  to  those  who  were  in  ser- 
vice on  that  date  and  Paine  had  resigned  fifteen  months  before.  Congress  took  no  fur- 
ther action  on  Paine's  second  request.  See  JCC,  16:344-45,  29:625n,  650,  662-63,  704n, 
774-75,  779n,  796;  and  PCC,  item  19,  5:3-5,  item  35,  fols.  1-3,  item  55,  fols.  85-102, 
item  185,  3:135,  138,  140,  item  190,  fols.  58,  65,  69. 
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William  Hindman  to  William  Paca 

My  dear  Sir  New-York  Octr.  3d.  1 785 

I  herewith  send  You  the  Requisition  for  Supplies,  which  has  at 
Length  obtained  a  Passage  thro'  Congress. 

Mr.  Harrison  says  You  have  not  iullfilled  your  Promise  in  Writing  to 
him.  He  is  well  8c  desires  his  best  Respects.  Mr.  McHenry  is  lately  gone 
to  Philadelphia  on  a  Visit  to  his  Lady,  so  that  Maryland  is  at  present 
unrepresented.1  There  are  at  this  Time  ten  States  in  Congress.  The 
president  is  lately  returned  from  Philadelphia  whither  He  went  for  his 
Health  &  is  much  mended. 

Who  will  be  your  Successor? 

There  is  no  News  here. 

I  am,  most  affectionately,  Yrs.  &c,  Wm.  Hindman 

RC  (MdAA:  Red  Books). 

1  See  James  McHenry  to  John  Hall,  September  27-28,  note  1. 


Samuel  Holten  to  William  Gordon 

My  dear  Sir,  New  York  3d.  Oct.  1 785 

I  have  been  favor'd  with  your  kind  address  of  the  21st  ulti.  The  req- 
uisitions are  at  length  passed,  &  I  will  enclose  a  copy.1  You  are  pleased 
to  mention  your  intention  of  promoting  a  particular  sentiment, 
"among  the  trusty";  I  am  sure  your  conduct  &  sentiments  will  be 
founded  in  the  greatest  propriety;  Mr.  Gerry  goes  out  constitutionally, 
Mr.  King,  I  conclude  attends  the  federal  court,  to  be  holden  at 
Williamsburgh,  about  the  middle  of  November,  and  as  to  myself  you 
know  I  am  out  of  the  question,  &  therefore,  it  will  be  necessary  for 
two  gentlemen  (at  least)  to  be  here  by  the  first  Monday  in  Novr. 

You  have  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with  your  "proposals  for  print- 
ing by  subscription,"2  &  requested  my  "free  honest  thoughts  upon 
them."  Therefore,  I  shall  give  them  with  pleasure,  the  sd.  proposals 
are  like  your  performances,  very  well  done,  but  I  will  submit  to  your 
consideration  my  thoughts  upon  two  parts,  1st  whether  after  the 
words  "the  late  Commander  in  chief;  the  following  words  might  not 
be  added  with  propriety,  of  the  American  army;  my  reasons  for  it,  I  con- 
sider unnecessary  to  be  mentiond.  to  a  mind  like  yours.  2nd;  the  para- 
graph respecting  the  works,  being  done  in  Europe,  will,  in  my  opin- 
ion, prevent  many  subscribers  in  America,  how  far  that  can  be 
dispensed  with  is  for  you  to  judge. 

My  health  is  really  better,  &  your  friends  are  again  made  happy  by 
hearing  from  you. 
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I  remain  your  sincere  friend  &  humble  servant 

PS.  Since  writing  the  foregoing  a  correspondent  informs  me,  that  par- 
ticular inquiry  is  making  for  accommodations,  for  a  gentleman  8c  his 
family  who  thinks  to  be  here  in  Novr.;  and  adds  further,  "but  you  will 
not  be  very  much  disappointed  if  he  should  fail  of  going."3 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 
i  See/CC,  29:765-71. 

2  That  is,  Gordon's  The  History  of  the  Rise,  Progress,  and  Establishment,  of  the  Independence 
of  the  United  States,  4  vols.  (London:  Printed  for  the  author,  1788). 

3  Undoubtedly  a  reference  to  John  Hancock,  who  in  fact  did  not  attend  Congress 
during  the  1785-86  term  for  which  he  was  elected. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Enoch  Putnam 

Dear  Sir,  New  York,  3d  Oct.  1 785. 

A  few  days  since,  I  reed,  the  enclosed,  the  first  part,  I  perceive  is  a 
duplicate  of  the  last  letter  I  forwarded  to  you;2  I  conclude  you  may 
have  better  intelligence  than  I  can  communicate,  respecting  the  af- 
fairs of  Mr.  Hartwell,3  deceas'd,  however,  you  will  percieve  I  endeavor 
to  render  you  services. 

Please  to  make  my  respects  to  Mrs.  Putnam  &  your  family,  &  kind 
love  to  Polly.  I  remain,  with  particular  consideration  8c  respect,  your 
most  obedient. 

FC  (MNS:  Hiram  Putnam  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten.  Addressed:  "Colo. 
Enoch  Putnam." 

1  Enoch  Putnam  (1732-96),  an  Essex  County,  Mass.,  farmer  and  selectman  of  Dan- 
vers  (1779),  Holten's  hometown,  had  been  active  in  the  militia  from  the  outbreak  of 
the  war  at  Lexington  in  1 775  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  colonel  in  command  of  the  Eighth 
Essex  Regiment  in  1782.  Harriet  S.  Tapley,  Chronicles  ofDanvers  (Old  Salem  Village),  Mas- 
sachusetts, 1632-1923  (Danvers:  Danvers  Historical  Society,  1923),  pp.  84-85,  252. 

2  No  earlier  letter  from  Holten  to  Putnam  has  been  found,  but  information  on  his  en- 
closure is  contained  in  the  following  "Memorandum"  located  in  the  Holten  Papers, 
DLC.  "1785.  Sepr.  4th.  I  reed,  a  duplicate  of  a  letter  from  the  honorable  Wm. 
Carmichael,  dated,  15th  May,  which  1  forwarded  to  Colo.  Putnam. 

"N.B.  Particulars  which  I  intend  to  answer:  The  polite  acknowledgement  of  my  letter: 
The  circumstantial  Acct.  of  Mr.  Hartwell  came  to  Congress  about  a  month  since:  To  no- 
tice the  early  attention  of  the  Ct.  De  Florida  Blanca  to  Mr.  Hat  twells  case,  as  well  as  Mr. 
Carmichaels  early  &  great  attention  to  the  same.  If  Mr.  Burke  his  executor  should  not 
render  an  acct.  the  Minisr.  upon  proper  application  will  cause  justice  to  be  done:  I  have 
not  reed,  the  prints  he  mentions:  he  wishes  to  knmv  whither  the  'Elegant  Edition  of  Dn. 
Quixote'  with  an  offer  of  his  services  while  abroad,  sent  to  our  College,  that  is  Harvard  College  at 
Cambridge,  came  to  hand. 

"Reed,  a  lettei  from  Mr.  Joseph  Gardoqui  &  sons,  dated  23d  June,  1785  respectg  Mr 
Hartwells  pecuniary  affairs,  which  I  have  also  inclosed  to  Colo.  Putnam.  N.B.  I  have 
reed,  another  lettei  from  Mr.  Gardoqui  &  sons,  with  a  duplicate  of  the  above,  dated 
20th July  1785,  and  have  enclosed  it  to  Colo.  Enoch  Putnam." 
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s  For  "the  affairs  of  Mr.  [Jonas]  Hartwell"  set-  Holten  to  John  Hartwell,  July  19,  and  to 
William  Carmichael,  October  6. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Thomas  Wallcut 

Sir,  New  York.  3d.  Oct.  1785. 

Your  obliging  address  of  the  27th  of  June,  would  not  have  remained 
so  long  unanswered,  if  I  had  not  expected,  that  Congress  would  have 
decided  upon  your  petition  much  earlier,  &  that  I  should  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  forwarding  their  resolution,  but  you  will  perceive  by 
the  date  thereof,  that  I  have  lost  no  time,  in  making  you  acquainted 
with  their  proceedings.1 

Your  polite  attention  by  Mr.  Simpkins,  was  handed  to  me  while  in  the 
chair  of  Congress,  8c  I  have  not  yet  been  favored  with  a  visit  from  him. 

Your  congratulations  are  expressive  of  your  kind  8c  friendly  disposi- 
tion, 8c  I  feel  myself  obliged  thereby. 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient;    S.  Holten 

RC  (MWA:  Wallcut  Papers). 

1  Thomas  Wallcut,  steward  of  the  Continental  hospital  at  Boston  from  March  1778  to 
August  1782,  was  seeking  extra  compensation  for  the  performance  of  his  additional  du- 
ties as  wardmaster  of  the  hospital  for  much  of  the  same  period,  having  learned  that  offi- 
cials were  eligible  for  such  double  compensation  in  some  special  cases.  His  undated  pe- 
tition had  been  referred  on  May  17  to  a  committee  consisting  of  William  Ellery,  Abiel 
Foster,  and  John  Laurance,  which  submitted  a  report  on  June  1  that  was  recommitted 
on  June  3  and  resubmitted  on  July  8.  Its  recommendation  that  Wallcut  be  allowed  an 
additional  "ten  dollars  per  month  . . .  for  the  time  he  served  as  ward  master  in  the  hospi- 
tal at  Boston,"  was  adopted  by  Congress  on  September  28.  See  JCC,  28:372n,  386n, 
391n,  412-13,  427n,  29:518,  776;  and  PCC,  item  42,  8:316-18. 


David  Jackson  to  John  Dickinson 

Sir  New  York  Octr  3d  1 785 

I  do  my  self  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  8c  the  Honble 
Council  three  copies  of  the  requisition  for  the  present  year,  which 
passed  in  Congress  a  few  days  ago.1  I  dare  say  it  will  soon  come  offi- 
cially thro  the  Board  of  Treasury,  but  as  it  contains  matters  of  much 
importance,  I  thought  you  would  wish  as  early  an  inspection  as  possible. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellencys  Obdt  Servt, 

David  Jackson 

RC  (PPC:  Gilbert  Collection).  Endorsed:  "5th  October  1785.  From  the  Hon.  D.Jackson, 
enclosing  copies  of  the  Requisition  Ordinance  of  Congress.  (For  the  Assembly.)  Note. 
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Dr.  Gardner's  letter  [Joseph  Gardner  to  Dickinson,  October  1],  read  this  day  with  its  en- 
closures, was  referred  to  the  Comptroller  Gen.  J[ohn]  Armstrong,  Jr.]." 
i  See/CC,  29:765-71;  and  Pa.  Archives,  1st  ser.  10:514-20. 


Massachusetts  Delegates  to  John  Lowell, 
Theophilus  Parsons,  and  James  Sullivan 

Gentlemen  New  York  3d  Octr  1785 

We  informed  You  by  the  last  post,1  that  Mr  Sitgreaves  had  accepted 
the  office  of  a  Judge  for  our  federal  Court;  &  being  of  Opinion  that  it 
would  be  best,  in  Case  of  your  approbation,  to  enter  into  a  new  agree- 
ment with  the  Agents  of  N  York,  that  the  seven  Judges  who  have  ac- 
cepted, (three  of  which  are  the  Choice  of  Massa.,  three  of  N  York  & 
one,  of  the  Agents  of  both  States,)  should  constitute  the  federal 
Court,  We  proposed  the  Matter  to  Mr  Jay,  the  only  N  York  Agent  in 
this  City,  who  not  only  declined  the  proposition  &  signifyed  his  Desire 
that  the  two  Vacancies  might  be  filled,  but  likewise  intimated  his  In- 
tentions to  object  to  Mr  Sitgreaves,  or  at  least,  that  the  N  York  Agents 
would  be  justifyed  in  the  Measure,  inasmuch  as  the  Massa  Agents 
would  have  done  the  same,  had  they  not  been  indulged  in  appointing 
a  Judge  from  Virginia.  We  therefore  see  no  prospect  of  a  Court's 
being  held  in  November,  but  think  it  must  be  postponed  to  a  future 
Day,  in  Order  to  make  the  Appointments.  We  wish  to  hear  from  You 
soon  &  remain  with  the  highest  Esteem  Your  Friends  &  humble  serts, 

E  Gerry 

RKing 

RC  (MH-H:  bMS  Am  1582).  Written  by  Gerry  and  signed  by  Gerry  and  King. 
1  See  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  same,  September  29. 


Charles  Thomson  to  the  Indian  Affairs 
Commissioners,  Southern  Department 

Gentlemen,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  Octr.  3.  1785 

It  having  been  represented  to  Congress  that  since  the  peace  with 
Great  Britain  a  general  Confederacy  had  been  formed  between  the 
Northern,  Western  and  southern  Indians  for  their  Mutual  defence 
and  it  being  suggested  that  it  was  probable  this  was  done  under  the 
Auspices  of  the  British,  because  the  Indians  particularly  attached  to 
their  interest  were  the  principal  actors  in  that  business,  it  is  therefore 
judged  necessary  and  I  have  it  in  charge  to  transmit  to  you  the  en- 


660  October  3,  1785 

closed  exemplifications  of  the  treaties  concluded  at  fort  Stanwix  and 
fort  Mcintosh,1  the  showing  of  which  to  the  southern  Indians  may 
have  a  tendency  to  break  that  Confederation  or  at  least  convince 
them  they  have  nothing  to  hope  from  it. 

With  great  Respect,  I  am,  Gentlemen,  Your  Most  Obedt  &  Most 
humble  Servt,  CT 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "Benj  Hawkins  &c,  Comrs.  for  treating  with  the 
Southern  Indians." 

1  For  these  treaties,  see  JCC,  28:423-26.  Thomson  wrote  this  letter  pursuant  to  a  con- 
gressional order  adopted  at  the  suggestion  of  Arthur  Lee,  former  commissioner  of  In- 
dian affairs  for  the  middle  department.  Lee's  September  24  letter  to  the  president  of 
Congress,  from  which  Thomson's  letter  is  taken  almost  verbatim,  is  in  PCC,  item  78, 
14:669-72.  It  is  endorsed:  "Read  26.  Referred  to  the  Secy  of  Congress  to  take  Order." 
For  the  progress  that  was  being  made  at  this  time  by  the  Indians  to  form  "a  general 
Confederacy,"  see  Richard  White,  The  Middle  Ground:  Indians,  Empires  and  Republics  in  the 
Great  Lakes  Region,  1650-1815  (Cambridge:  Cambridge  University  Press,  1991),  chapter 
10. 


Elbridge  Gerry  to  Timothy  Pickering 

Dear  sir,  New  York  5th  Octr  1785 

I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  29th  of  Sepr,  &  am  obliged  to  you 
for  the  Attention  paid  to  the  purchase  of  the  Books.  Capt  Summer  is 
not  arrived,  &  as  I  wanted  Sir  James  Stewards  political  (Economy  in 
octavo,1  if  Messrs  Jackson  &  Dunn  will  take  them  back,  I  will  take  the 
Amount,  or  more  in  some  other  Books  out  of  their  Store,  a  Catalogue 
of  which  I  wish  to  receive. 

My  Compliments  to  Mrs  Pickering  &  be  assured,  I  am  yours  sincerely, 

E  Gerry 

RG  (DNA:  RG  93,  no.  30067). 

1  That  is,  James  Steuart,  An  Inquiry  into  the  Principles  of  Political  Oeconomy,  2  vols.  (Lon- 
don, 1767). 


Maryland  Delegates  to 
Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer 

Dear  Sir  New-York  Octr.  5th.  1785 

We  are  very  sorry  to  inform  You  of  our  Disappointment  in  procur- 
ing Continental  Money.1  We  had  built  on  getting  1,500,000  Dolrs. 
from  Mr  Marbois,  who  had  that  Sum  in  his  Custody  belonging  to  the 
King  of  France,  but  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  less  than  one 
Spanish  Dollar  for  125  paper.  We  at  first  offered  250  hoping  thereby 
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to  bring  him  to  the  Price  limitted  by  You,  but  ineffectual.  He  has  lately 
been  appointed  Intendant  of  St.  Domingo,  to  which  Place  He  sailed  a 
few  Days  ago.  Mr.  Otto  has  succeeded  him  as  "Charge  des  Affaires."  A 
Merchant  of  this  City,  who  thought  He  should  be  able  to  furnish  Us 
with  500,000  Dollrs.  will  He  fears  fall  very  short;  if  there  is  not  a  total 
Failure  on  his  Part.  He  had  flattered  himself  that  his  Debtors  in  the 
Country,  whom  He  had  Reason  to  believe  were  possessed  of  consider- 
able Quantities,  would  have  rejoiced  in  an  Opportunity  of  paying  it  in 
Discharge  of  their  Debts,  but  on  knowing  it  would  be  received,  imme- 
diately concluded  that  Congress  mean  to  do  something  for  the  Re- 
demption 8c  therefore  part  with  it  reluctantly.  We  shall  continue  our 
Endeavors  in  procuring  all  We  can. 

You  will  herewith  receive  the  Requisition  for  Supplies,  by  which  You 
will  perceive  that  two  Thirds  of  the  Sum  is  payable  in  the  Interest  due 
on  Continental  Securities.  Now  sir,  if  You  thought  it  warrantable, 
would  it  not  be  laying  out  Money  greatly  to  the  Advantage  of  the  state 
of  Maryland,  to  invest  immediately  what  could  be  spared  from  the 
Purchase  of  Contl.  Money  in  final  Settlement  Certificates,  which  are 
in  a  very  depreciated  State,  they  may  at  this  Time  be  bought  here  at 
eight  for  one — if  We  retain  our  present  Sentiments,  We  shall  deem  it 
incumbent  on  Us  to  submit  to  the  Consideration  of  the  Legislature  at 
their  next  Session,  the  Purchasing  so  large  a  Quantity  of  them  as  the 
Circumstances  8c  Finances  of  the  State  will  by  any  Means  admit. 

We  are,  most  respectfully,  Yr.  very  humble  servts., 

James  McHenry 

Wm.  Hindman 

8th  Octbr.  Since  writing  the  above  Mr.  McHenry  has  entered  into  stip- 
ulations for  between  two  and  one  millions  of  the  Continental  money. 
This  is  a  very  fortunate  circumstance  as  we  understand  some  other 
States  are  in  the  same  speculation  which  will  of  course  raise  the  price. 
It  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  have  remitted  immediately  about 
£3,000  as  the  payment  is  to  be  prompt.  You  may  send  it  in  bank  notes. 
Yours  &c,  James  McHenry2 

RC  (MdAA:  Executive  Papers).  Written  by  Hindman  and  signed  by  Hindman  and 
McHenry.  The  "8th  Octbr."  postscript  was  written  by  McHenry.  Addressed:  'The  Honor- 
able Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer  Esqr.,  Intendant  of  the  Revenue,  Annapolis." 

1  See  Maryland  Delegates  to  Jenifer,  July  20,  1785. 

2  Since  McHenry  had  left  New  York  for  Philadelphia  at  the  end  of  September,  Hind- 
man undoubtedly  sent  this  letter  to  him  there,  where  he  signed  it,  added  the  postscript, 
and  sent  it  on  to  Jenifer. 

McHenry  also  wrote  the  following  brief  note  to  Jenifer  from  Philadelphia  on  October 
II:  "I  am  got  at  length  to  this  place  on  a  visit  of  a  few  days.  This  is  only  to  request  that 
you  will  lose  no  time  in  making  the  remittance  for  the  old  money  as  we  are  pressed  on 
all  sides  to  make  payment  and  threatened  with  a  loss  if  we  do  not.  I  shall  return  to  New 
York  Monday  next  altho'  I  do  not  expect  that  Congress  will  do  any  very  important  busi- 
ness during  the  present  session.  [I'.S.]  We  have  drained  ourselves  of  all  the  money  we 
had  to  pay  for  some  of  the  paper  we  have  bought."  Burnett,  Letters,  8:234. 
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Charles  Thomson  to  Samuel  Elbert 

Sir,  Office  of  Secy  of  Congress,  Octr.  5th,  1 785. 

Not  having  received  an  answer  to  my  letters  of  28th  &  31st  May,  2d 
&  9th  June,  28th  July,  9th,  24th  &  29th  of  August,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
referring  to  them,  not  doubting  but  the  resolutions  of  Congress  there- 
with transmitted  will  in  due  time  be  attended  to. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  send  You  herewith  enclosed  two  acts  lately 
passed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled — one  being  a  req- 
uisition for  1785 — and  the  other  regulating  the  duties  of  the  Loan  Of- 
ficers.1 The  former  You  will  likewise  receive  from  the  board  of  Trea- 
sury, who  are  directed  to  forward  it,  and  to  write  on  the  subject  to  the 
several  States.2 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency's  Most 
obedient  and  Most  humble  Servt. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "His  Excellency  The  Governor  of  Georgia." 
i  SeeyCC,  29:765-71,  792-95. 
2/CC,  29:776. 


Charles  Thomson  to  William  Moultrie 

Sir,  Office  of  Secy,  of  Congress,  5  Oct  1785 

I  have  reed,  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  9  of 
Sept  and  that  of  the  14th  from  Mr.  S.  Drayton  with  the  copies  of  the 
laws  therein  mentioned,  which  I  have  distributed  agreeably  to  the  or- 
ders of  Congress.1  I  have  delivered  to  the  delegates  of  your  state  a  set 
of  the  laws  of  Massachusetts  which  are  in  the  same  situation  as  yours, 
incompleat.  None  of  the  other  States  have  yet  sent  forward  their  laws. 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herewith  enclosed  two  Acts  lately 
passed  one  containing  a  requisition  for  1785  &  the  other  regulating 
the  duties  of  the  loan  Officers.2  The  former  you  will  likewise  receive 
from  the  board  of  treasury  Who  are  directed  to  forward  it  8c  to  write 
on  the  subject  to  the  several  States.3 

As  I  am  not  certain  but  the  Comrs.  for  negotiating  with  the  south- 
ern Indians  may  have  left  Charleston  before  this  arrives,  I  take  the  lib- 
erty of  enclosing  in  your  packet  a  letter  for  them  and  requesting  the 
favour  of  your  Exy  to  forward  it  as  soon  as  possible.4 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  Excellency's 
Most  Obed  &  Most  h  serv,  CT 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "His  Excellency  The  Governor  of  South  Carolina." 
1  These  letters  from  Governor  Moultrie  and  Secretary  Stephen  Drayton  are  in  PCC, 
item  72,  fols.  579-90. 
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8  SeeJCC,  29:765-71,  792-95. 

syCC,  29:776. 

4  See  Thomson  to  the  Indian  Affairs  Commissioners,  October  3. 


Samuel  Holten  to  William  Carmichael 

Dear  Sir  New  York  6th.  Oct.  1785. 

I  have  been  honored  with  a  duplicate  of  your  attention  of  the  15th 
of  May  last  (the  original  has  not  come  to  hand).1  Your  polite  acknowl- 
edgment of  mine,2  and  your  early  notice  of  the  late  Mr.  Hartwell,3  lay 
me  under  renewed  of  obligations. 

Your  account  of  Mr.  Hartwells  unhappy  affair  came  to  Congress, 
about  a  month  before  I  reed,  your  letter.  I  submit  it  to  you,  the  propri- 
ety of  your  mentioning  to  the  Ct.  De  Florida  Blanca,4  how  sensibly  I 
feel  myself  under  obligations  to  him  for  his  early  attention  to  the  un- 
fortunate Mr.  Hartwell. 

I  have  received  two  letters  of  advise  from  Mr.  Gardoqui  &  Sons5  re- 
specting the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  deceased,  wrote  in  consequence 
of  your  attention;  Mr.  Gardoqui  was  named  as  one  of  the  executors, 
but  declined  accepting,  however  upon  the  app[l]ication  of  Mr. 
Hartwells  friends  to  Mr.  Gardoqui  here  he  gives  me  the  fullest  assur- 
ance that  he  thinks  his  brother  will  accept.6 

I  signified  to  the  President  of  Harvard  College  your  wish  to  know 
whether  the  edition  of  Don  Quixote  &c,  came  to  hand;  and  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  enclosing  his  answer,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Corporation." 

Congress  have  great  embarrassments,  respecting  their  finances, 
Commerce,  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  each  state  with  the  U.S.  8cc, 
however,  those  dificulties  are  small,  compared  with  what  you  &  I  have 
seen,  and  the  union  is  greatly  strengthened  by  being  so  unanimous  in 
their  important  acts. 

The  post  yesterday,  from  the  eastward,  brought  an  account  of  a 
Ship  being  arrived  at  Glocester  (Cape  Ann)  which  has  on  board  a 
large  Jack  Ass,  said  to  be  a  present  from  his  Catholic  Majesty,  to  Genl 
Washington.8 

With  the  most  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir,  your 
most  obedt  servant 

RC  (MHi:  Holten  Papers). 

1  For  evidence  on  the  subject  of  Carmichael's  letter,  see  Holten  to  Enoch  Putnam, 
October  3,  note  2. 

2  No  previous  letter  from  Holten  to  Carmichael  has  been  found. 

3  That  is,  Jonas  Hartwell,  a  men  bant  from  Lincoln,  Mass.,  who  while  marketing  a 
cargo  of  tobacco  in  Spain  had  been  imprisoned  by  the  Spanish  Inquisition — because  he 
had  been  "so  imprudent  &  unguarded  as  to  express  himself  with  some  contempt  rela- 
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tivc  to  their  Religion."  Hartwell's  plight  had  been  the  subject  of  an  appeal  of  February 
24,  1785,  from  the  governor  and  council  of  Massachusetts,  which  had  been  referred  to 
the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  John  Jay,  on  March  7.  Jay  had  recommended  that  the 
matter  be  referred  to  William  Carmichael,  the  American  charge  d'affaires  at  the  court 
of  Madrid,  "to  enquire  diligently  into  the  truth  of  the  facts"  and  to  "make  such  repre- 
sentations" to  the  Spanish  court  "as  the  nature  of  the  case  . . .  may  render  adviseable." 
And  upon  Congress'  adoption  of  the  recommendation,  Jay  had  so  instructed 
Carmichael  March  19,  enclosing  the  letter  from  the  governor  and  council  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  three  related  affidavits.  See  JCC,  28:125n,  181-82;  PCC,  item  65, 
2:265-77,  item  121,  fols.  31-39;  and  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-89,  3:293-97. 

Carmichael's  representation  to  the  Spanish  foreign  minister,  the  conde  de  Florid- 
ablanca,  was  apparently  received  sympathetically,  as  the  minister  himself  was  interested 
in  curbing  the  power  of  the  Inquisitor  General,  but  the  case  became  moot  when 
Hartwell  died  in  prison  before  official  action  was  taken.  Somewhat  embarrassed  by  the 
episode,  Floridablanca  expressed  his  regrets  to  Carmichael,  and  Don  Diego  de  Gardo- 
qui,  the  Spanish  minister  to  the  United  States,  went  to  considerable  lengths  to  mollify 
the  Massachusetts  delegates  and  to  assist  Hartwell's  family  in  obtaining  a  settlement  of 
his  accounts  and  assets  in  Spain.  For  additional  evidence  related  to  the  case,  see 
Carmichael's  February  27,  1785,  report  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  in  PCC,  item  116,  fols. 
261-66;  and  Holten's  letters  to  John  Hartwell,  July  19,  and  to  Enoch  Putnam,  October 
3,  note  2. 

4  Floridablanca  is  also  the  subject  of  the  following  undated  Holten  note,  filed  [August 
1785],  in  the  Holten  Papers,  MHi. 

"Altercation  between  the  Count  de  F.B.,  the  Confessor  &  Inquisitor  Genl.  will  give  a 
great  shock  to  the  power  of  the  Inquisition  &  that  the  Tribunal  will  be  restrained  in  fu- 
ture from  passing  sentence  on  any  Grande  of  Spain  &  all  persons  employed  in  the 
Council,  in  the  army,  Navy  &c,  or  on  any  foreigner  untill  the  process  has  been  submit- 
ted to  the  minister." 

5  See  Holten  to  Enoch  Putnam,  October  3,  note  2. 

6  Holten's  draft  of  the  following  "Billet"  to  Gardoqui,  dated  "6th  Oct.  1785,"  located 
in  the  Holten  Papers,  DLC,  also  illustrates  Gardoqui's  attentions  to  Holten  at  this  time. 
"Doctor  Holten  presents  his  respectful  compliments  to  his  Excellency  Mr.  Gardoqui,  & 
requests  his  attention  to  the  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Carmichael."  And  a  similar  note  of 
October  10th,  asking  Gardoqui  to  forward  another,  unidentified  enclosure  to  Bilbao,  is 
in  the  Holten  Papers  at  MHi. 

7  See  Holten  to  Enoch  Putnam,  October  3,  note  2. 

8  For  Washington's  interest  in  obtaining  a  jackass  for  breeding  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  arrival  of  Royal  Gift,  a  present  of  the  King  of  Spain,  see  Washington,  Papers 
(Abbot),  Confederation  Series,  2:163-64. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to 
the  Conde  de  Floridablanca 

Sir,  New  York  October  the  6.  1785 

The  letter  that  your  Excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  on 

the  8th  of  October  last,  was  delivered  to  me  by  Sr.  Dn.  Diego  de  Gar- 

doque  immediately  on  his  arrival.1  Being  soon  after  much  indisposed, 
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it  became  necessary  for  me  to  retire  from  Congress  for  the  recovery  of 
my  health,  and  that  circumstance  deprived  me  of  the  pleasure  of  writ- 
ing to  your  Excellency  by  a  more  early  conveyance.  The  appointment 
of  Mr.  Gardoque  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  United  States,  and  I  flat- 
ter myself  that  the  manner  in  which  he  was  received,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be  treated,  will  be  perfectly  agreeable  to  his  Catholic  Majesty. 
Be  assured  Sir  that  it  is  the  sincere  wish  of  this  Country,  not  only  to  be 
on  good  terms  with,  but  to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  the  Spanish 
Monarchy;  and  I  am  warranted  to  add,  that  the  United  States  will 
chearfully  join  in  concerting  and  concluding  such  friendly  and  com- 
mercial connections  with  his  Majesty,  as  by  properly  settling  territorial 
questions,  and  regulating  the  intercourse  of  the  two  nations  on  princi- 
ples of  reciprocity,  may  produce  and  perpetuate  mutual  harmony  and 
good  will  between  them.  I  pray  God  to  bless  your  Excellency  with  long 
life,  health,  and  happiness.  With  every  consideration  of  high  esteem 
and  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir  your  Excellencies  most  obedi- 
ent 8c  most  humble  servant,  Richard  Henry  Lee.  P. 

FC  (PPAmP:  Lee  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Richard  Henry  Lee. 

1  For  Lee's  receipt  of  this  letter  and  referral  of  it  to  Congress  and  to  the  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs,  John  Jay,  see  Lee  to  Jay,  September  11.  Upon  receiving  Floridablanca's 
letter  from  Congress,  Jay  drafted  a  response  which  he  submitted  to  Congress  October  6. 
The  present  text,  which  is  the  one  copied  into  the  presidential  letterbook  (PCC,  item 
16,  fols.  322-23),  varies  only  slightly  from  Jay's  draft.  Ci.JCC,  29:809. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Ebenezer  Hazard 

Sir  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress.  October  6th.  1785 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  of  Sepr.  I  have  it  in  Command  to 
inform  you  that  the  words  "accustomed  route"  mentioned  in  the  reso- 
lution of  the  7th  day  of  Sepr.,  last  relate  to  the  Stage  carriages,  and  that 
you  are  to  establish  Cross  posts  where  the  same  shall  thereby  be  ren- 
dered necessary.1 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obdt.  huml.  Servt.,  CT 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A).  Addressed:  "E.  Hazard  Esqr.  Postmaster  general." 

1  Upon  receiving  Congress'  September  7  resolution  "respecting  the  Conveyance  of 
the  Mails  by  the  Stage  Carriages,"  Hazard  had  inquired  of  Thomson  whether  the  words 
of  the  resolution  "according  to  the  accustomed  Route"  were  meant  to  refer  "to  the  Route 
by  which  the  Mails  are  now  statedly  carried,  or  to  that  of  the  Stages."  See  JCC, 
29:684-85;  and  PCC,  item  61,  fols.  235-38.  His  letter  was  referred  on  September  12  to  a 
committee  whose  October  3  report,  adopted  the  5th,  contained  the  clarification  con- 
veyed here  by  Thomson.  JCC,  29:694n,  807-8. 


666  October  6,  1785 

Charles  Thomson  to  John  Jay 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  Octr.  6.  1785 

I  have  it  in  charge  to  inform  you  that  your  attendance  is  required  in 
Congress  to  Morrow  at  12  o'Clock,  to  which  time  Congress  have  post- 
poned the  Consideration  of  your  report  "respecting  the  number  of 
Consuls  necessary  to  be  appointed  and  for  what  foreign  posts."1 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  Your  Most  obedt  humble  Servt, 

Cha  Thomson 

FC  (DNA:  PCC,  item  55).  In  the  hand  of  Charles  Thomson. 

1  Congress  was  in  the  midst  of  a  protracted,  inconclusive  debate  on  its  consular  ser- 
vice, occasioned  by  a  September  19  report  by  Jay  on  "the  number  of  Consuls  necessary" 
ordered  by  Congress  August  9.  See  JCC,  29:621,  722-24,  810n.  The  debate  was  compli- 
cated by  the  fact  that  Jay  was  opposed  to  the  Franco-American  consular  convention 
signed  by  the  comte  de  Vergennes  and  Benjamin  Franklin  in  July  1784,  and  had  submit- 
ted a  lengthy  critique  of  the  document  to  Congress  July  4,  1785,  for  which  see  JCC, 
29:500-515;  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  December  14,  1784,  note  1;  and 
James  Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  August  15,  1785,  note  4. 


Charles  Thomson  to  John  Jay 

Sir,  (Private)  New  York  6  Octr.  1785 

Herewith  you  will  receive  your  Letter  of  2  Sept  and  sundry  papers 
from  Mr  Barre,  with  my  report  thereon,  which  is  referred  to  you  to 
take  Order.1 

For  your  particular  information  I  beg  leave  to  mention  that  the  rea- 
sons, on  which  the  report  is  grounded,  are  these.  It.  that  the  cross  de- 
manded is  not  in  the  grant  of  Congress.  2d.  That  Mr  Barre  never  held 
a  commission  from  Congress;  that  he  was  captured  in  a  private  armed 
vessel,  and  that  from  his  own  account  it  appears  that  his  sufferings 
during  his  captivity  were  owing  to  a  suspicion  of  his  being  concerned 
in  a  mutiny  and  of  having  fired  an  18  pounder  which  endangered  the 
ship  in  which  he  was  a  prisoner.  But  had  his  claim  to  rank  been  well 
grounded  such  is  the  present  state  of  the  American  Navy  that  it  does 
not  appear  proper  to  grant.  For  your  further  information  I  enclose 
you  a  letter  I  reed,  from  Mr  Hardy  relative  to  the  vessel  in  which  Mr 
Barre  was  captured.2 

With  great  respect  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Yours,  Cha  Thomson 

FC  (DNA:  PCC,  item  55).  In  the  hand  of  Charles  Thomson. 

1  For  the  background  of  this  case,  Jay's  September  2  letter  to  Congress,  and  Thom- 
son's "report  thereon,"  see  Thomson  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  September  9,  note;  and 
JCC,  29:700-701. 
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'-'  For  the  enclosed  letter  from  Joseph  Hardy  on  Le  Sieur  Barre's  naval  service,  see 
PCC,  item  55,  fols.  389-92;  and  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-89,  1:309-10. 


Samuel  Holten  to  James  Bowdoin 

Sir,  New  York,  7th  Oct.  1785. 

In  a  few  weeks,  by  the  leave  of  providence,  I  shall  have  compleated 
the  time  for  which  I  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  Congress,  8c  two  years 
since  the  confederation  took  place. 

When  I  arrived  at  Congress  on  the  first  Monday  in  November  last 
(or  the  place  where  it  was  expected  Congress  would  be  assembled)  I 
found  only  four  states  represented,  8c  that  I  was  the  only  person  at- 
tending from  the  eastward  of  New  Jersey;  the  next  day  I  informed  the 
then  Governor  of  Masstts.,  &  the  honorable  court  by  letter,  the  situa- 
tion we  were  in,  and  signified  my  fears  that  the  public  business  would 
be  delayed,  unless  we  had  a  full  representation:  I  conclude  your  Excel- 
lency 8c  the  honorable  court  will  be  convinced,  that  my  fears  were  well 
grounded,  as  Congress  have  been  together  more  than  ten  months, 
and  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  public  business,  yet,  remains  un- 
finished principally  owing,  as  I  conceive,  to  the  states  not  keeping  up 
a  full  representation;  but  Congress  having  so  fully  expressed  their  sen- 
timents, to  the  several  states,  upon  the  subject,  it  is  unnecessary  for 
me  to  add  further. 

I  am  fully  sensible,  that  there  is  several  instructions  from  the  honor- 
able court  to  the  delegates  of  Masstts.,  upon  important  subjects,  which 
they  have  not  been  able  to  get  a  determination  of  Congress;  but, 
surely,  this  is  not  for  want  of  attention  8c  exertions  of  the  honorable 
gentlemen,  that  I  have  been  joined  with  in  the  delegation,  8c  injustice 
to  myself,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  I  have  given  my  constant  at- 
tendance: My  particular  situation,  at  this  time,  I  hope  will  apologize  for 
this  address,  when  it  is  considered,  that  it  is  unknown  to  me  in  what 
light  my  conduct  may  have  been  considered  by  the  honorable  court. 

I  shall  sit  out  on  my  return,  as  soon  as  I  can  with  convenience  after 
the  first  Monday  in  November,  8c  hope  to  have  the  honor  of  making 
your  Excellency  and  the  honorable  court  my  personal  respects  8c  shall 
(if  required)  be  ready  to  give  a  further  account  of  the  state  of  our  na- 
tional affairs,  8c  of  my  particular  conduct. 

With  the  most  perfect  consideration  8c  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  8c  very  huml.  servant 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten.  Addressed:  "His  Excellency 
Governor  Bowdoin  to  be  communicated  to  the  honorable  court." 
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Samuel  Holten  to  Joseph  Willard 

Revd  &  dear  Sir,  New  York  7th.  Oct.  1785. 

I  have  receiv'd  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  the  12th 
ultimo,  with  the  enclosures,  &  agreeably  to  your  request  I  have  for- 
warded the  copy  of  the  procedings  of  the  corporation  to  Mr. 
Carmichael,1  together  with  your  letter  addressed  to  me.  His  Excel- 
lency M.  Gardoqui,  the  Spanish  Minister  here  has  been  so  obliging  as 
to  take  charge  of  my  letter,  in  order  that  it  might  be  conveyed  in  the 
safest  &  best  manner;  and  please  to  be  assured,  that  if  I  have  rendered 
any  service,  in  this  affair,  to  you,  or  the  Reverend  corporation,  it  gives 
me  pleasure. 

With  the  most  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten  and  endorsed  by  him:  "Copy 
of  a  letter  to  the  President  of  Harvard  College."  Addressed:  "Revd  Mr.  Willard." 

1  William  Carmichael  had  sent  an  "Elegant  Edition"  of  Miguel  Cervantes'  Don  Quixote 
from  Spain  for  the  Harvard  College  library  and  asked  Holten  if  it  had  been  delivered. 
See  Holten  to  Enoch  Putnam,  October  3,  note  2. 


Charles  Thomson  to  John  Langdon 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  Octr.  7.  1785 

I  have  received  the  letters  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  25 
and  30th  of  August.1  Since  my  last  I  have  reed,  sundry  Acts  from  Mas- 
sachusetts &  South  Carolina,  and  have,  in  Conformity  to  the  Act  of 
the  27  July,2  delivered  to  the  delegates  of  your  state  one  set  of  each  for 
the  use  of  the  legislature. 

The  printer  not  having  yet  compleated  the  journal  of  last  Month,  I 
embrace  the  present  opportunity  of  Sending  you  herewith  enclosed 
two  Acts  lately  passed  by  Congress,  one  being  a  requisition  for  1785 
and  the  other  respecting  the  Commissioners  of  the  continental  loan 
Offices.3  The  former  you  will  likewise  receive  from  the  board  of  trea- 
sury who  are  directed  to  forward  it  and  to  write  on  the  subject  to  the 
several  states.4 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency's  Most 
obedt  &  M  h  S. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18B).  Addressed:  "His  Excellency  the  Govr.  of  New  Hampshire." 
1  These  letters  are  in  PCC,  item  64,  fols.  260-66. 
iJCC,  29:582-83. 
3  SeeJCC,  29:765-71,  792-95. 
4JCC,  29:776. 
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Charles  Thomson  to  James  Bowdoin 

Sir,  Office  of  Secy,  of  Congress,  Octr.  7  1 785 

Since  my  last  I  have  received  thirteen  copies  of  sundry  legislative 
Acts  of  South  Carolina,  one  of  which  I  have  in  conformity  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  27  July  delivered  to  the  delegates  of  your  state  for  the  use 
of  the  legislature.1 

I  find  that  almost  all  the  states  are  in  the  same  situation  with  respect 
to  their  laws,  many  of  which  are  out  of  print.  But  as  their  attention  is 
now  turned  to  this  object  and  they  have  it  in  contemplation  either  to 
revise  their  code  of  laws  or  to  order  a  new  impression,  I  hope  the  End 
which  Congress  had  in  view  will  soon  be  answered.  The  printer  not 
having  yet  compleated  the  journal  of  last  Month,  I  embrace  &c  (as  in 
the  foregoing)2 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18B).  Addressed:  "His  Excellency  The  Govr  of  Massachusetts." 

1  See  Thomson  to  William  Moultrie,  October  5. 

a  For  the  completion  of  this  letter  see  the  preceding  entry.  Thomson  also  wrote  simi- 
lar letters  this  date  to  the  governors  of  the  following  states,  varying  only  the  opening 
paragraphs  as  follows. 

To  Gov.  William  Greene  of  Rhode  Island:  "I  have  reed,  the  letter  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  on  the  29  August  (PCC,  item  64,  fols.  562-64)  and  also  the  Act  of  your 
state  vesting  Congress  with  the  power  of  regulating  trade  25  years."  PCC,  item  18B,  fol.  2. 

To  Gov.  Matthew  Griswold  of  Connecticut:  "I  have  received  your  excellency's  letters  of 
the  3  and  14  Sept.  (PCC,  item  66,  2:304-8  ).  The  new  composition  of  your  laws  will  I  con- 
ceive answer  the  end  which  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  proposed  in  their 
act  of  the  27  of  July.  1  therefore  hope  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  forward  the  13 
copies  of  that  composition  by  the  first  convenient  opportunity."  PCC,  item  18B,  fol.  2. 

To  Gov.  William  Paca  of  Maryland:  "I  have  reed,  the  letter  your  Exy  did  me  the  honor 
to  write  on  the  2d  of  last  Month  (PCC  item  70,  fols.  535-37)."  PCC,  item  18B,  fol.  3. 

To  Gov.  Richard  Caswell  of  North  Carolina:  "I  have  reed,  the  letters  your  Exy  did  me 
the  honor  to  write  on  the  23  and  30  of  August  last  (PCC,  item  72,  fols.  213-20)."  PCC, 
item  18B,  fol.  4. 

See  also  the  following  entry. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Certain  States 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  Octr.  7.  1785 

As  the  printer  has  not  yet  compleated  the  journal  of  last  Month,  I 
have  thought  it  improper  to  delay  forwardg  the  enclosed  acts  lately 
passed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  one  being  a  requi- 
sition for  1785  and  the  other  respecting  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Continental  loan  Offices.1 

I  take  this  occasion  to  inform  your  Exy  that  having  in  consequence 
of  the  Act  of  Cong  of  27  July  last2  received  from  Massachusetts  and 
South  Carolina  sundry  of  their  legislative  Acts,  I  have  delivered  to  the 
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delegates  of  your  state  a  set  of  each  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature  and 
hope  soon  to  be  favoured  with  the  laws  of  your  state  to  be  distributed 
in  like  manner  agreeable  to  the  above  mentioned  Act. 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Exy's  &c 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18B).  Addressed:  "His  Excy  The  Govts  of  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Pensylvania,  Delaware,  Virginia." 

i  SeeyCC,  29:765-71,  792-95. 

iJCQ  29:582-83. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Arthur  Lee 

Sir,  Office  of  Secy  of  Congress,  Octr.  7th.  1 785. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  You,  that  on  Your  letter  of  this  day,  stat- 
ing that  previously  to  Your  appointment  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  You 
were  elected  a  Member  of  the  Assembly  of  Virginia,  which  is  to  be  in 
Session  the  1 7th  Instant,  and  praying  for  leave  of  absence  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  the  Session  of  the  said  Assembly,  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled  have  been  pleased  to  resolve  that  leave  of  ab- 
sence be  granted  to  You,  agreeably  to  Your  request.1 

I  heartily  wish  You  a  good  Journey  and  an  agreeable  meeting  with 
Your  friends. 

With  much  respect,  I  am,  Sir,  Your  obedient  humble  Servt. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18A). 

i  For  Lee's  letter  and  this  resolution,  see  PCC,  item  78,  14:673-75;  and  JCC,  29:810. 


Samuel  Holten  to  George  Partridge 

My  dear  Sir,  New  York  8th.  Oct.  1785. 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  attention  of  the  20th  ultimo  with 
the  enclosed  copy  of  a  certificate;1  I  immediately  wrote  to  Mr.  Peirce 
upon  the  subject,  inclosing  certificate,  &  his  answer  I  have  now  the 
pleasure  of  forwarding.2 

I  am  sorry  you  are  destitute  one  moment  of  the  best  company,  or 
any  thing  else  that  would  add  to  your  happiness,  but  I  am  very  sure 
you  will  not  be  so  happy  as  you  might  be  in  world,  untill  you  add  to 
your  circle  a  more  particular  friend  of  the  fair  sex  than  any  you  have 
been  pleased  to  mention. 

Business  in  Congress  goes  on  as  agreeably  as  can  be  expected,  all 
circumstances  considered:  the  requisitions  took  up  much  time,  that,  & 
the  resolutions  respecting  the  loan  officer,  are  the  most  important 
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matters  that  have  lately  been  passed  upon,  I  will  inclose  you  newspa- 
pers containing  them. 

As  to  a  fcederal  town,  I  have  no  more  expectation  of  it,  at  present, 
than  if  the  ordinance  at  Trenton  had  not  passed;  for  some  months 
since  two  of  the  commissioners,  vizt.  Messrs.  Morris  &  Dickinson  at- 
tended in  this  city  to  receive  further  directions,  &  wrote  a  letter  to 
Congress,  upon  the  subject,  but  even  a  commitment  of  the  letter 
could  not  be  obtained,  8c  upon  the  question  whether  any  money 
should  be  appropriated  for  fcederal  buildings  when  the  requisitions 
were  under  consideration  only  three  states  if  I  recollect  right  were  in 
favor  of  it,  when,  I  think,  twelve  States  were  represented,  &:  after 
lengthy  debates,  8c  my  honorable  colleague  Mr.  Gerry  was  not  inatten- 
tive to  the  same;  being  instructed  I  was  obliged  to  vote  in  favor  of  ap- 
propriating mony  for  the  purpose,  otherwise,  I  should  not  have  done 
it,  for  how  can  the  good  people  pay  the  taxes  now  called  for  or  bear 
any  addition. 

As  to  commercial  treaties,  they  remain  much  the  same  when  you 
left  us.  Britain  I  conclude  will  form  a  treaty  with  us  when  they  are  con- 
vinced it  will  be  for  their  interest.  Two  days  have  been  spent  in  a 
come,  of  the  whole,  respecting  our  commercial  affairs,  but  no  report 
was  agreed  on  further  than  asking  leave  to  sit  again,  but  it  appear'd 
evident,  that  if  Congress  should  ask  for  more  powers  upon  this  sub- 
ject, they  would  be  only  temporary,  by  way  of  trial;  I  very  much  fear 
whether  the  several  states  will  come  into  the  measures  adopted  by 
Masstts.  &  N.H.  &  if  that  should  be  the  case,  I  leave  it  with  you  to 
judge  how  the  late  laws  will  operate  in  these  states. 

As  to  keeping  our  faith  with  Holland,  I  can  only  point  you  to  the 
requisitions;  but  some  of  the  citizens  of  Holland  are  not  likely  to  be 
able  to  keep  their  faith  with  us.  Messrs.  De  La  Lande  &  Fynje  have 
stoped  payment,  8c  they  had  in  their  hands,  it  seems,  118,000  florins, 
belonging  to  the  U.S.3 

I  have  with  pleasure  complied  with  your  request  in  making  your 
compliments  to  the  gentlemen  in  our  family  8c  have  to  return  you  the 
like  salute.  The  Ladies  at  Mrs.  Dunscombs  we  parted  with  in  May  last, 
having  taken  lodgings  on  Long  Island,  opposite  to  the  city,  but  I  will 
bear  it  upon  my  mind  to  make  your  public  address  to  them,  which  I 
am  sure  will  give  them  pleasure. 

The  Honorable  Mr.  Foster  left  us  two  days  since  to  return  home. 

I  remain,  with  the  most  perfect  respect,  your  sincere  friend  8c  hum- 
ble servt. 

FC  (DLC:  Molten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  Partridge's  letter  is  in  the  Roberts  Autograph  Collection,  PHC. 

~  Paymaster  general  John  Pierce's  letter  is  not  in  PCC,  but  for  his  concern  over  the 
counterfeiting  of  Continental  certificates  in  Massachusetts,  see  Rufus  King  to 
Theophilus  Parsons,  September  4,  1785. 
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3  For  the  board  of  treasury's  communications  to  Congress  on  the  failure  of  the  Ams- 
terdam bankers  de  la  Lande  &  Fynje,  and  Congress'  September  13  directive  to  the 
board  "to  take  such  measures  as  will  effectually  secure  to  the  United  States  the  monies 
due  from  de  la  Lande  &  Finje,"  see  JCC,  29:687n,  691n,  702;  and  PCC,  item  140, 
2:67-80.  For  a  subsequent  report  on  this  issue  by  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  see 
JCC,  30:89,  562n.  For  the  importance  of  this  firm  in  1782-83  to  the  efforts  of  Congress 
and  the  superintendent  of  finance  to  subscribe  loans  in  Holland,  see  also  Morris,  Papers 
(Ferguson),  6:427-28. 


Rufus  King  to  Thomas  Ivers 

Sir,  New  York  9th.  Oct.  1 785 

I  this  day  received  yours  of  the  3d  instant  inclosing  a  bill  of  125  Dol- 
lars on  Constable  Rucker  &  Co.  of  this  city,  and  Mr.  Osgood  informs 
me  that  he  received  from  you  on  my  account  100  Dollars.  Be  pleased 
to  accept  my  thanks  for  your  good  disposition  to  have  paid  to  Mr.  Os- 
good the  Sums  I  expected  he  would  have  received. 

When  I  left  Massachusetts  I  so  arranged  my  private  affairs,  in  confi- 
dence of  regular  remittances  from  the  Treasury,  that  Drafts  in  addi- 
tion to  those,  which  I  have  already  made  upon  my  private  funds, 
would  be  very  inconvenient:  so  much  so,  that  if  the  inconvenience  can 
be  obviated  in  no  other  way,  I  must  immediately  return  home. 

I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  receiving  from  the  board  of  Trea- 
sury here  541  8c  %  Dollars,  that  sum  being  the  balance  of  a  warrant  in 
my  favor  remaining  in  your  Office,  and  drawing  on  you  for  the  same 
payable  at  ten  days  sight  to  Colo.  Thomas  Walker  of  Boston,  to  whom 
the  board  are  desirous  of  making  a  remittance. 

I  do  assure  you  Sir,  I  should  not  adopt  this  measure,  under  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  Treasury,  did  I  not  find  it  absolutely  necessary:  I 
hope  you  will  find  your  self  as  well  able,  as  I  am  confident  you  will  be 
well  disposed,  to  pay  this  Bill  when  it  shall  fall  due. 

With  entire  respect  and  Esteem,  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your  very 
obedt.  servant,  Rufus  King 

RC  (MB:  Chamberlain  Collection).  Addressed:  "Thomas  Ivers  Esquire,  Treasurer  of 
Massachusetts,  Boston." 


Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin 

Sir,  New  York.  9th  Octr.  1785 

The  enclosed  Advertizement  of  a  Resolution  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  land  Office  of  this  State,  had  not  come  to  our  knowledge  when 
we  wrote  to  your  Excellency  under  the  date  of  the  23d  of  August  upon 
the  subject  to  which  it  relates.1 
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We  have  only  to  add,  to  what  We  then  remarked,  that  it  is  clearly  the 
design  of  New  York  to  proceed  in  locating  and  granting  the  lands  in 
controversy  between  them  and  Massachusetts,  notwithstanding  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  federal  Court  to  decide  the  question. 

The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  will  without  doubt  consider  and 
do  what  is  proper  for  their  safety  and  honor;  We  discharge  our  duty, 
by  communicating  to  your  Excellency  the  dispositions  and  acts  of  this 
State  upon  the  subject. 

With  perfect  respect  and  consideration  We  have  the  honor  to  be 
your  Excellency's  Obedt  Servants,  E  Gerry 

R  King 

P.S.  Mr  Holten's  being  on  Long  Island,  prevents  his  signature. 

Tr  (M-Ar:  Revolutionary  War  Letters). 

1  The  "enclosed  Advertizement"  by  the  commissioners  of  the  New  York  land  office  ap- 
peared daily  from  October  4  to  20  in  Francis  Childs'  Daily  Advertiser.  It  announced  that 
the  office  of  the  surveyor  general  was  now  open  to  registration  of  "locations"  within  the 
region  ceded  to  the  state  by  the  Oneida  and  Tuscarora  Indians  June  28,  1785,  just  north 
of  the  Pennsylvania  state  line  between  the  Unadilla,  Chenango,  and  Susquehanna 
Rivers,  and  therefore  also  within  the  area  recently  claimed  by  Massachusetts.  See  also 
Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  April  18,  1785,  note  4. 


Joseph  Gardner  to  John  Nicholson 

Dear  Sir  New  York  Octr.  10th.  1785 

I  reed  yours  of  the  7th  inst  on  Saturday  Just  when  the  post  was 
going  away  therefore  had  it  not  in  my  power  to  answer  it  then.  The 
application  of  Mr  Morris  is  yet  with  the  Treasury  Board  unreported 
upon.1  I  had  some  conversation  with  two  of  the  Board  on  Saturday 
and  expect  that  they  will  report  this  day  but  in  what  Manner  I  know 
not.2  I  was  not  authorized  to  ask  nor  they  to  have  given  a  Certified 
Copy  nor  can  I  say  whether  Congress  will  allow  a  Certified  copy  to  be 
transmitted  but  I  rather  suppose  not.  There  is  two  other  propositions 
in  it  than  that  mentioned  in  my  last — Vizt  That  Congress  will  appoint 
a  person  to  settle  the  accts  in  conjunction  with  you  or  empower  the 
Treasury  Board  to  nominate  such  a  person  for  the  like  purpose. 

I  will  write  you  again  by  next  post  and  perhaps  can  give  you  further 
information. 

I  am  Sir,  Your  Very  humble  Servt,  Jos.  Gardner 

RC  (PHC:  Roberts  Collection). 

1  Robert  Morris'  "application,"  an  undated  memorial  read  in  Congress  in  September 
23,  is  in  PCC,  item  41,  9:343-47.  While  superintendent  of  finance,  Morris  explained,  he 
had  also  been  authorized  by  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly  to  handle  die  stale's  Continen- 
tal quota,  and  in  1781  had  applied  considerable  sums  to  other  purposes  lor  which  the 
state  had  not  been  properly  credited.  Recently  Pennsylvania  had  authorized  its 


674  October  10,  1785 

comptroller  general  (Nicholson)  to  obtain  a  settlement,  and  he  had  accordingly  en- 
tered suit  against  Morris  in  the  Pennsylvania  Supreme  Court  for  £36,896.  Morris  was 
therefore  asking  Congress  to  appoint  a  commissioner  to  determine  the  precise  sum  due 
the  state  and  to  assume  the  expenses  of  the  threatened  trial. 

'-  The  board  of  treasury's  report  on  Morris'  memorial  was  not  submitted  until  Novem- 
ber 17,  1785.  It  is  endorsed,  "Read  24  Novr  1785,  passed  Sept.  5  1786."  See  PCC,  item 
138,  2:177-80;  and/CC,  29:885-86,  31:634-35. 


Elbridge  Gerry  to  John  Clark 

My  dear  Sir,  New  York  10th  Octr  1785 

I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  6th  8c  recollect  with  pleasure  the 
faithful  Services  which  you  rendered  your  Country,  as  a  Commr.  of 
Army  Accounts,  after  having  injured  your  Health  in  acquiring  great 
Honor  in  the  Field.  I  shall  certainly  think  myself  bound  in  Honor  &  Jus- 
tice, to  do  every  Thing  in  my  power  for  obtaining  a  Compensation,  to 
which  the  Board  of  Treasury  at  that  Time,  from  the  Circumstance  You 
mention,  thot  You  justly  entitled — a  Compensation  inadequate  in  my 
Estimation  to  the  perplexing  Duties  of  your  Office.  I  will  call  on  Mr 
Nourse  soon,  &  in  the  Interim  advise  You  to  prefer  to  Congress  a 
Memorial  on  the  Subject,1  which  will  afford  me  an  Oppertunity  of 
doing  Justice  to  your  Merits  by  a  fair  Representation  thereof  to  the  Union. 
Adieu  my  dear  sir,  &  be  assured  I  am  Yours  sincerely, 

E  Gerry 

RC  (DNA:  PCC,  item  41). 

1  Major  Clark  had  been  seeking  compensation  for  depreciation  pay  since  1779,  and 
Gerry,  a  member  of  the  board  of  treasury  when  Clark  was  auditor  of  Condnental  Army 
accounts,  had  long  been  sympathedc  to  his  claims.  In  keeping  with  Gerry's  recommen- 
dation, Clark  submitted  a  petition  to  Congress  on  January  7  which  was  referred  to  the 
board  of  treasury  on  January  30,  but  the  board  ruled  his  claim  "inadmissible,"  and  Con- 
gress endorsed  the  board's  finding  March  29,  1786.  See  JCC,  30:29n,  140n,  141;  PCC, 
item  41,  2:223-81;  and  these  Letters,  8:558-59,  14:200,  429. 


John  Habersham  to  William  Gibbons 

Dear  Gibbons,  New  York,  10th  Octr.  1785. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  17th  Ulto.  yester- 
day, and  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  various  articles  of  intelli- 
gence it  contains. 

Your  account  of  the  prospect  of  Crops  is  pleasing;  but  from  the 
severity  of  the  Equinoxial  Gale  here,  and  accounts  just  received  of  the 
damage  done  in  North  Carolina,  I  am  apprehensive  you  did  not  es- 
cape. I  am  truly  sorry  for  the  situation  of  your  two  Sisters;  such  re- 
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peated  and  severe  indispositions  will  it  is  to  be  feared  prove  too  much 
for  Mrs.  Telfair;1  and  I  should  think  it  would  be  well  for  both  her  and 
Mr.  Telfair  to  change  the  Climate  for  a  few  Months. 

I  lately  received  a  letter  from  Joe,  who  sent  me  the  enclosed  letter 
to  forward;  he  at  the  same  time  applied  for  the  two  half  Johannes's 
and  twenty  Guineas  you  left  in  my  hands,  which  I  sent  him.  Doctor 
Smith  was  in  Town  yesterday.  I  saw  and  asked  him  how  your  brothers 
went  on;  he  answered  well.  Joe  I  am  informed  means  to  study  during 
the  vacation,  which  looks  as  if  he  is  in  earnest. 

I  think  we  shall  leave  this  the  beginning  of  next  Month.  Mr.  Baldwin 
and  Mr.  Houstoun  both  say  they  will  return  about  the  same  time;  tho' 
I  think  the  latter  cannot  easily  quit  a  certain  beautiful  object.  Mrs. 
Habersham  seems  reconciled  to  returning  by  water,  and  I  imagine  we 
shall  go  in  one  of  the  Carolina  Packets  to  Charleston.  The  going  by 
land  is  extremely  tedious  and  not  quite  consistent  with  the  length  of 
my  purse. 

With  hearty  wishes  for  your  welfare,  I  remain,  Dear  Gibbons,  Yours 
sincerely,  Jonn  Habersham 

[P.S.]  Mrs.  H  joins  me  in  Compliments  to  your  good  Mother,  Mr  & 
Mrs.  Jones  &Ca.  Nancy  can  call  "Billy  Gibbons." 

RC  (PHi:  Gratz  Collection).  Addressed:  "Wm.  Gibbons junr.  Esqr." 

1  Gibbons'  sister,  Sallv,  had  married  former  Georgia  delegate  Edward  Telfair  in  1774. 
DAB. 


Rufus  King  to  Caleb  Davis 

Dear  Sir'  New  York  10th.  Oct.  [17]85 

Mr.  Storer,  a  son  of  Deacon  Storer,  arrived  here  two  days  since — he 
came  immediately  from  the  family  of  Mr.  Adams  in  London,  and 
brings  Letters  from  him  as  late  as  the  1 1th  of  Sepr.2 — Not  a  word  of  the 
Algerine  War.  Mr.  Adams  mentions  one  circumstance  which  is  interist- 
ing — that  Mr.  Lamb,  whom  I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  last  had  not  ar- 
rived, and  that  from  the  urgency  of  a  Treaty  with  the  several  Barbary 
powers,  Mr.  Jefferson  &:  he  had  concluded  to  send  Mr.  Barclay,  who  is 
Consul  General  in  France,  to  the  States  of  Barbary  to  execute  the 
business  of  making  peace  with  those  Pirates.  This  Determination  was 
taken  early  in  September.  Mr.  Barclay  had  asked  leave  of  Congress  to 
return  for  a  short  Time  to  America,  and  was  indulged.  He  might  have 
been  expected  here  before  this  time — his  not  having  arrived,  and  the 
information  that  the  Commissioners  Mr.  Adams  &  Mr.  Jefferson  had 
fixed  on  him  for  the  Barbary  Treaties,  induced  a  hope  that  this  busi- 
ness is  in  a  good  way. 
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With  great  esteem,  Your  Obt.  servt,  Rufus  King 

RC  (MHi:  Davis  Papers). 

1  Davis,  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives,  has  been  identified 
in  these  Letters,  11:288. 

2  Actually  September  15,  as  Adams'  letter  of  that  date  to  John  day  was  delivered  by 
Charles  Storer.  However,  the  principal  official  dispatches  received  at  this  time  were  let- 
ters from  Adams  of  July  19  and  29  explaining  his  prospects  for  negotiating  a  commer- 
cial treaty  with  the  Portland  ministry  and  enclosing  his  correspondence  with  Lord  Car- 
marthen on  "the  course  of  commerce  since  the  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States"  and  a  proposed  draft  Anglo-American  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce.  See 
PCC,  item  84,  5:534-84,  657,  item  185,  3:142;  and  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-1789, 
2:396-417,476. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Unknown 

Dear  Sir,i  New  York  October  the  10th.  1785 

The  public  papers  will  have  informed  you  of  my  having  left  New 
York,  and  the  cause.2  The  benefit  that  I  received  from  the  use  of  the 
Chalybeate  waters  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia  has  been  very  flatter- 
ing and  has  enabled  me  to  return  to  this  City  with  a  Stock  of  health 
that  I  hope  will  be  sufficient  at  least  to  carry  me  triumphantly  thro  my 
Presidential  year.  The  circumstance  of  ill  health  has  been  the  princi- 
pal cause  that  has  prevented  me  from  replying  sooner  to  your  favor  of 
August  the  8th  last.  Indeed  the  current  news  here  has  been  too  unim- 
portant to  trouble  you  with  reading  or  myself  with  writing  it,  especially 
as  it  is  well  detailed  in  the  newspapers.  It  is  with  infinite  pleasure  I 
learn  that  our  Church  Convention  at  Philadelphia  have  concluded 
their  business  with  great  concord,  the  surest  pledge  of  the  future  suc- 
cess of  their  System.  It  was  a  circumstance  of  much  advantage  that 
their  Councils  were  not  disturbed  by  the  mischievous  high  chu[r]ch 
principles  that  prevail  with  the  Nonjuring  Episcopalians  of  these 
Northern  regions,  who,  with  Bishop  Seabury  at  their  head  would  have 
been  very  sufficient  to  disturb  the  moderate  councils  of  any  Whig  As- 
sembly in  the  world.3 

Our  public  letters  of  this  day  from  the  Officers  of  the  U.  States  at 
Pittsburg  &  its  neighborhood,  represent  the  Indian  Nations,  as  Na- 
tions, in  no  unfriendly  point  of  view,  and  seem  to  promise  success  as 
well  to  our  treaty  at  the  Mouth  of  Great  Miami  this  month,  as  to  the 
progress  of  business  in  surveying  the  Territory  appointed  for  Sale 
Northwest  of  Ohio.4  You  have  been  misinform'd  with  respect  to  the  vi- 
olent proceedings  at  Boston.  Both  in  that  State  &  N.  Hampshire  they 
have  indeed  passed  lately  Commercial  Acts  respecting  foreign  trade 
generally  that  do  not  accord  with  our  Commercial  treaties  both  with 
France  &  Sweden,  which  have  already  produced  memorials  to  Con- 
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gress  from  the  Consuls  of  these  nations.5  However,  as  these  laws  were 
probably  the  product  of  haste  8c  inattention,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
they  will  rectify  the  evil  upon  a  proper  representation  from  the  federal 
head.  So  essential  is  the  difference  between  the  Northern  &  Southern 
productions  and  circumstances  relative  to  Commerce,  that  it  is  not 
easy  to  adopt  any  general  System  that  would  well  accord  with  all;  and 
the  Staple  States  shoud  be  feelingly  alive  to  the  proposed  plan  of  vest- 
ing powers  absolute  for  the  restraint  8c  regulation  of  Commerce  in  a 
Body  of  representatives]  whose  Constituents  are  very  differently  cir- 
cumstanced. Intrigue  and  coalition  among  the  No  Staple  States,  tak- 
ing advantage  of  the  disunion  8c  inattenti[on]  of  the  South,  might  fix 
a  ruinous  Monopoly  upon  the  trade  &  productions  of  the  Staple 
States  that  have  not  Ships  or  Seamen  for  the  exportation  of  their  valu- 
able productions.  You  know  Sir  that  the  Spirit  of  Commerce  is  a  spirit 
of  Avarice,  and  that  when  ever  the  power  is  given  the  will  certainly  fol- 
lows to  monopolize,  to  engross,  and  take  every  possible  advantage.  I 
am  free  therefore  to  own  that  I  think  it  both  safest  8c  best  to  give  no 
such  power  to  Congress,  leave  it  to  that  Body  to  point  out  what  is  fit  to 
be  done  in  this  [line]  and  founding  their  plans  on  principles  of  mod- 
eration and  most  accordant  to  the  actual  state  8c  situation  of  the  dif- 
ferent States,  to  recommend  their  Systems  for  the  general  adoption.  I 
am  persuaded  that  this  plan  would  be  successful  to  every  good  pur- 
pose. A  contrary  one  would,  I  verily  believe,  be  more  hurtful,  much 
more  hurtful  to  us,  than  even  the  crabbed  selfish  system  of  Great 
Britain.  Mr.  Adams,  in  a  late  letter  to  me  from  London,  writing  of 
Britain  he  says  "the  Nation  must  be  made  to  feel — but  this  is  a  work  of  time, 
and  it  is  dangerous  work,  because  it  may  in  such  inflammable  circumstances 
provoke  War.  "6  Indeed  our  proceedings  with  that  Nation  should  be  well 
considered,  and  cautiously  practised  upon. 

I  am  very  fearful  of  the  proceedings  of  our  approaching  Session — 
Breach  of  Treaty — Paper  Money — Violations  of  public  faith — are  all,  I 
am  informed  much  talked  of.  Either  of  the  three  will  be  sufficient  to 
injure  us  greatly,  as  well  as  the  U.  States.  And  I  assure  you  Sir,  from  the 
best  authority,  that  such  things  as  those  have  already  deeply  8c  essen- 
tially injured  the  American  character  in  Europe  generally.  Mr.  Adams 
says  in  the  same  letter  "I  hope  that  per  [sons]  8c  property  in  America 
will  be  held  sacred." 

On  the  8th  of  next  month  I  shall  return  to  Virga.  after  thirteen 
months  absence  from  my  family. 

With  very  great  respect  8c  esteem  I  have  the  honor  to  be  dear  Sir 
your  most  obedient,  and  very  humble  servant, 

Richard  Henry  Lee. 

RC  (MHi:  Washburn  Collection). 

1  The  re<  ipient  was  clearly  a  fellow  Virginian,  probably  a  member  of  (lie  assembly. 

2  That  is,  for  the  recovery  of  his  health.  See  /(.(',  29:631. 
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3  See  Lee  to  John  Adams,  October  24,  note  1. 

1  L-etters  from  Continental  geographer  Thomas  Hutchins  of  September  15  and  In- 
dian commissioner  Richard  Buder  of  September  24  were  read  in  Congress  on  October 
10  and  11,  respecdvely.  See  PCC,  item  60,  fols.  189-92,  item  185,  3:142;  and  Charles 
Thomson  to  Butler,  October  12,  note.  Lee  had  also  received  a  personal  letter  at  about 
this  time  from  James  Monroe  who  was  also  at  Pittsburgh,  for  which  see  Lee  to  Monroe, 
October  17,  note  1. 

5  Both  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire  had  passed  navigation  acts  during  the  sum- 
mer restricting  foreign  vessels  to  certain  ports,  imposing  double  duties  on  goods  im- 
ported in  foreign  bottoms,  and  placing  heavy  tonnage  duties  on  all  foreign  vessels, 
which  were  in  clear  violation  of  the  treades  of  amity  and  commerce  that  had  been  nego- 
tiated with  France  and  Sweden.  On  August  20  French  consul  general  Barbe-Marbois 
sent  a  letter  of  protest  to  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  John  Jay  enclosing  a  lengthy 
memorial  from  Aubry,  Dubois  &  Co.,  French  merchants  in  London.  And  on  October  8 
Jay  received  a  similar  protest  from  Swedish  consul  Richard  Soderstrom.  These  letters 
were  read  in  Congress  on  August  25  and  October  11,  respecdvely,  and  referred  back  to 
the  secretary  to  report.  In  his  October  7  and  20  reports  Jay  recommended  in  the  first 
instance  that  the  protests  be  transmitted  to  the  legislatures  of  Massachusetts  and  New 
Hampshire  and  that  Congress  "recommend  to  them  a  Revision  of  these  Acts,"  and  in 
the  second  that  Congress  recommend  to  all  state  legislatures  "that  the  Ships  and  Mer- 
chants of  Sweden  trading  here,  be  put  exacdy  on  the  Same  Footing  with  the  Ships  and 
Merchants  of  the  United  States."  Although  the  first  report  was  assigned  for  considera- 
tion on  October  13,  it  was  never  acted  on  and  Marbois'  letter  and  the  merchant's 
memorial  were  eventually  returned  to  Jay  on  November  6,  1787.  Similarly,  there  is  no 
record  of  acdon  on  Soderstrom's  protest.  See  JCC,  29:661,  817-21,  847,  929;  PCC,  item 
80,  1:341-42,  item  81,  1:437-44,  469-80,  item  120,  1:402-16,  item  190,  fols.  61,  72;  and 
Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1783-89,  1:169-73.  See  also  Rufus  King  to  Elbridge  Gerry, 
May  1,  note  1;  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin,  August  23,  note  5;  and  King 
to  John  Adams,  November  2,  note. 

6  John  Adams' July  15  letter  is  in  the  Lee  Papers,  PPAmP,  Lee  Family  microfilm.  See 
also  Richard  H.  Lee,  Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  Richard  Henry  Lee,  2  vols.  (Philadelphia:  H.  C. 
Carey  and  I.  Lea,  1825),  2:141-43. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  George  Washington 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  October  the  1 1  th.  1 785 

I  make  no  doubt  but  that  you  have  seen  in  the  public  papers  that 
my  ill  state  of  health  had  compelled  me  to  quit  this  City  and  Congress 
to  seek  relief  from  leisure  and  the  Chalybeate  springs  near  Philadel- 
phia. It  is  that  circumstance  that  has  prevented  me  from  the  pleasure 
of  replying  sooner  to  your  favor  of  August  the  22d,J  which  I  now  do 
with  many  thanks  for  its  obliging  contents.  The  advantage  that  I  re- 
ceived to  my  health  from  relaxation  and  the  medical  power  of  the 
springs  I  visited,  has  been  very  flattering,  and  will  I  hope  furnish  me 
with  a  stock  of  health  sufficient  to  finish  my  Presidential  year  with 
some  degree  of  comfort.  I  hear  with  singular  pleasure  that  the  very 
important  business  of  opening  the  navigation  of  Potomac  goes  on  so 
well.  I  well  know  how  much  the  community  will  be  obliged  for  success 
in  this  useful  work  to  your  exertions.  By  a  letter  lately  received  from 
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the  hon.  Colo.  Monroe,2  who  is  at  Pittsburg  and  intends  to  be  at  the 
Indian  Treaty  this  month  at  the  mouth  of  Great  Miami;  we  learn  that 
the  temper  of  the  Indian  Nation  as  nations,  is  not  unfriendly  to  the  U. 
States,  and  promising  success,  as  well  to  the  coming  Treaty,  as  to  the 
execution  of  the  plan  for  surveying  and  disposing  of  territory  beyond 
the  Ohio  for  payment  of  the  public  debt.  Colo.  Monroe  represents 
the  Intruding  Settlers  N.  W.  of  Ohio  to  be  very  few  in  number  and 
they  disposed  to  obey  quickly  the  orders  of  Congress.  The  negotiation 
with  Mr.  Gardoque  proceeds  so  slowly,  and  as  yet  so  ineffectually,  that 
I  fancy  the  free  navigation  of  Mississippi  is  a  point  that  we  may  take  it 
for  granted  will  not  hastily  be  concluded  upon.  So  that  mischiefs  from 
that  source  are  probably  postponed  to  a  distant  day.  In  G.  Britain,  they 
have  been  so  engrossed  with  Irish  affairs,  that  as  yet  Mr.  Adams  has 
done  nothing  at  that  Court.  He  represents  the  Ministry,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  as  seemingly  well  disposed  to  us;  but  fearing  to  do  any  thing 
decisive  because  of  the  discontent  and  irritability  of  the  National 
mind,  which  he  thinks  only  wants  money  to  recommence  the  War  with 
us — On  which  account  he  recommends  careful,  steady,  &  moderate 
conduct  on  our  part.  The  dispute  between  the  Emperor  &  Holland  is 
not  yet  settled  that  we  know  of.  But  a  formidable  league  of  Prussia, 
Saxony,  &  Hanover;  with  some  other  powers,  is  actually  signed  to  pre- 
serve inviolate  the  present  State  of  the  Empire  against  the  intrigues  of 
the  Emperor  who  is  stated  as  being  much  alarmed  at  this  League. 

My  brother  A.  Lee,  who  will  have  the  honor  of  delivering  you  this 
letter  will  also  supply  any  defect  of  intelligence  that  may  have  hap- 
pened on  my  part. 

I  pray  you  Sir  to  present  my  respectful  compliments  to  your  Lady 
with  my  wishes  for  her  health. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect  esteem,  respect,  and 
regard;  dear  Sir  your  most  affectionate  and  obedient  servant, 

Richard  Henry  Lee. 

RC  (DLC:  Washington  Papers). 

1  See  Washington,  Writings  (Fitzpatrick),  28:230-32. 

2  Not  found,  but  see  Lee  to  Unknown,  October  10,  note  3;  and  to  Monroe,  October 
17,  note  1. 


Rufus  King  to  Daniel  Kilham 

Mydearfriend  New  York  12th  Oct.  L785 

I  have  your's  of  the  third  instant,1  and  do  assure  you,  I  shall  never 

remark  farther  on  an  Affair,  that  I  have  ever  considered  as  wholly 

unimportant  in  every  view,  except  that  you  might  think  otherwise.  I 
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wish  to  God  you  was  in  a  different  situation;  you  perfectly  well  under- 
stand me.  But  I  am  unable  to  devise. 

I  do  not  recollect  the  notice  in  my  Letter  to  Mr.  P -  which  could 

have  endangered  the  peace,  if  it  exists,  of  my  particular  friend,  to  whom 
you  allude — but  at  any  rate  I  shall  beware — this  is  a  subject  upon 
which  I  cannot  add — you  can  imagine  my  feelings,  and  my  good  dis- 
positions. 

I  have  nothing  politically  important  to  communicate.  The  subject  of 
commercial  embarrassments  is  exhausted.  Congress  have  no  powers — 
and  their  Recommendations  are  nugatory.  A  Treaty  of  commerce  has 
lately  been  concluded  between  Prussia  and  the  United  States — this 
Treaty  contains  some  articles  in  favor  of  humanity,  and  for  the  Protec- 
tion of  the  weak,  which  are  new,  and  without  precedent  between  any 
nations.  But  Prussia  understands  the  principles  of  war  better  than 
those  of  commerce — the  treaty  gives  an  important  friend  to  the 
United  States,  so  far  as  paper,  ink,  and  seals,  can  convey,  but  will  in  a 
very  small  degree  advance  their  commerce,  or  Riches.  A  negotiation  is 
upon  the  Tapis  with  Spain — but  the  progress  is  cautious,  and  slow — 
and  when  the  business  will  terminate,  no  mortal  can  conjecture.  Eng- 
land will  form  no  Treaty  of  commerce  in  her  present  exasperated 
Temper — the  Loss  of  America,  &  the  difficulties  with  Ireland  irritate 
the  nation  to  an  extreme  degee.  However  well  disposed  the  King's 
ministers  may  be  upon  the  subject  of  a  commercial  Treaty,  they  will 
not  dare  proceed  under  present  circumstances. 

Unless  the  several  States  vest  powers  in  congress  to  regulate  com- 
merce, or  will  themselves  agree  in  some  uniform  Measures,  no  treaty 
can  ever  be  expected — the  reasoning  of  the  British  upon  this  subject 
is  so  obvious  that  I  will  not  state  it  to  you. 

But  enough — I  bid  you  farewel  for  this  time  &  am,  your 

R.K. 

RC  (NNC:  King  Collection). 

1  Kilham's  draft  of  this  letter  is  in  the  King  Collection,  NNC,  appended  to  King's  let- 
ter to  him  of  September  19. 

2  Not  identified;  letter  not  found. 

3  King  had  also  written  the  following  brief  letter  to  Kilham  on  October  10. 

"I  learn  with  extreme  anxiety,  the  misfortune  of  our  Friend  Tileston — what  must  be 
the  feelings  of  that  amiable  and  charming  woman.  I  know  her  fortitude,  and  think  she 
will  preserve  those  qualities  even  in  this  reverse  of  fortune,  which  formerly  made  her  so 
respectable — console  her;  tell  her  that  my  friendship  and  attachment  cannot  change.  I 
ardently  wish  to  see  her  and  my  other  friends — but  fear  I  shall  not  very  soon. 

"I  thank  you  for  your  last  of  the  1 1  th  of  September,  I  find  that  some  of  my  friendly  ad- 
monitions to  you  were  unnecessary.  I  am  perplexed  with  your  Opinion  upon  my  sub- 
ject— Politicks  or  Peace.  I  do  assure  you  that  I  balance. 

"Even  in  my  profession  I  could  better  my  prospects  of  property  by  removing  from 
Newbury  port.  But  I  think  I  never  shall  remove."  King  Collection,  NNC. 
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New  York  Agents  and  Massachusetts  Agents 
to  George  Read,  et  al. 

Sir,  New  York  12th  October  1785 

Certain  Circumstances  have  occurred,  which  render  it  doubtful 
whether  the  Agents  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  will  be  ready  to 
meet  the  fcederal  Court  appointed  to  decide  their  Controversy  so 
soon  as  the  15th  Day  of  November  next.  We  therefore  think  it  our 
Duty  to  apprize  you  of  this,  and  to  request  that  you  will  postpone  set- 
ting out  for  Williamsburgh  until  you  hear  further  from  us. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir,  Your  most  Obedient  and  Very  hum- 
ble servants, 

E  Gerry         \      Agents  Jas  Duane   )       Agents  for 

S.  Holten      ^      of  John  Jay      )       New  York 

RKing1         )      Massachusetts 

RC  (DLC:  Read  Family  Papers).  In  a  clerical  hand  and  signed  by  Gerry,  Holten,  King, 
Duane,  and  Jay.  The  FC  of  this  letter  in  the  Duane  Papers,  NHi,  is  addressed  by  Duane 
to  Read,  New  Castle,  Del.,  Samuel  Johnston,  Edenton,  N.C.,  James  Monroe,  Fredericks- 
burg, Va.,  William  Paterson,  Brunswick,  N.J.,  Isaac  Smith,  Trenton,  N.J. ,  John  Sitgreaves, 
New  Bern,  N.C.,  and  George  Wythe,  Williamsburg,  Va.  Rufus  King's  role  in  obtaining 
signatures  for  and  posting  the  various  letters  is  illustrated  in  the  following  note  he  wrote 
to  John  Jay  the  previous  day,  which  is  also  in  the  Duane  Papers,  NHi.  "Mr.  King  returns 
the  Letters  this  morning  recieved  from  Mr.  Jay  with  the  Signatures  of  the  Agents  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. If  Mr.  Jay  will  procure  the  Signature  of  the  Agents  of  New  York,  and  return 
them  to  Mr.  King,  he  will  seal  and  forward  them." 

1  A  copy  of  this  letter  was  also  enclosed  under  cover  of  the  following  note  of  this  date 
from  King  to  the  Massachusetts  agents  John  Lowell,  Theophilus  Parsons,  and  James  Sul- 
livan. "The  accompanying  is  the  form  of  a  Letter  signed  as  you  will  observe  relative  to 
the  federal  Court  between  Massachusetts  &  New  York — and  directed  to  each  of  the 
Judges,  who  have  accepted  their  appointments,  excepting  Mr.  Johnson  of  Maryland." 


Charles  Thomson  to  Richard  Butler 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  Octr.  12th.  1785. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  You  that  Your  letter  of  24th  Sept  last  has 
been  received,  and  laid  before  Congress,  who  have  thereupon  passed 
a  resolution — a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  touching  the  post- 
ing the  troops  attending  the  Commissioners,  after  the  conclusion  of 
the  treaty.1 

With  must  [much]  respect,  I  am  Sir,  Your  most  Obedt.  &ca 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18B). 

1  General  Butler,  one  of  the  Indian  affairs  i  ommissioners  foi  the  middle  department, 
had  reported  optimistically  from  Pittsburgh  on  the  prospects  for  peace  on  the  Ohio 
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frontier  and  suggested  that  a  company  of  regular  troops  posted  at  the  month  of  tin- 
Miami  River  would  make  it  unnecessary  to  mobilize  the  150  Virginia  militiamen  autho- 
rized bv  Congress  on  June  29.  See  PCC,  item  56,  fols.  323-26;  and  JCC,  28:487,  29:822n. 
The  enclosed  October  12  resolution  {JCC,  29:822)  accordingly  ordered  the  secretary  at 
war  to  detach  a  company  of  troops  for  this  purpose  under  the  command  of  I.t.  Col. 
Josiah  Harmar,  who  was  notified  of  the  order  in  the  following  brief  letter  of  this  date 
from  Thomson.  "I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  the  resolution  herewith  enclosed 
touching  the  posting  of  the  Troops,  which  attend  the  Commissioners,  after  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  treaty."  PCX".,  item  18B,  fol.  4. 


William  Samuel  Johnson  to  Benjamin  Stiles 

Dr.  Sr.,i  New  York  Octor.  13th.  1785. 

I  have  receiv'd  your  favour,  &  am  extremely  sorry  to  find  that  Coll. 
Fitch  has  push'd  his  demand  against  Coll.  Allen  to  the  extremity  of 
puting  him  in  Goal,  since  the  matter  might  undoubtedly  have  been 
better  settled,  by  more  lenient  measures.  By  your  statements  of  the 
grounds  of  the  Vote  there  must  have  been  very  great  mistakes,  8c  I  am 
very  glad  you  have  prefer'd  a  Petition  which,  I  trust,  will  set  the  whole 
matter  right.  I  have  been  every  Moment  since  I  receiv'd  yr.  Letter,  so 
incessantly  engaged  in  business,  that  it  has  been  impossible  for  me  to 
call  upon  Osborn  for  the  purpose  you  mention.  But  you  may  rely 
upon  it  that  I  will  take  the  first  opportunity  to  do  it,  &  tho'  from  his 
strange  conduct  in  all  his  affairs,  8c  the  situation  he  is  in  relative  to 
Coll.  Fitch,  I  have  little  hopes  of  obtaining  any  thing  material  from 
him,  yet  I  will  examine  him  effectually  &  have  him  sworn  if  I  find  he 
can  say  anything  of  consequence.  As  to  my  own  affairs,  I  cannot  leave 
Congress  before  the  latter  end  of  next  week  or  beginning  of  the  week 
after,  when  I  propose  to  be  at  Stratford  8c  New  Haven  for  some  time, 
at  one  of  which  places  I  sho'd  be  happy  if  I  could  see  you.  In  the 
mean  time,  as  I  have  no  Papers  with  me,  I  cannot  state  to  you  the 
amount  of  my  Debt,  nor  the  value  of  the  security  I  have,  with  any  pre- 
cision. Indeed,  the  latter  must  depend  upon  what  the  Lands  Mort- 
gaged at  Milford,  which  is  all  I  have,  will  sell  for.  But  I  am  fully  per- 
suaded they  will  fall  very  far  short  of  the  amount  of  my  debt.  I  shall 
therefore  write  my  son  to  attend  you  upon  this  business,  8c  beg  you 
will  give  him  every  assistance  in  your  power  towards  obtaining  further 
security,  which,  I  trust,  the  Coll.  will  have  no  objection  sho'd  be 
ample,  as  it  is  only  security  I  ask,  &  hope  the  Coll.  will  still  go  on  dili- 
gently, as  was  proposed,  to  sell  his  Lands,  &  let  the  securities  for  them 
go  in  discharge  of  his  Debts.  I  hope  with  you,  that  the  Event  of  his 
going  to  Goal  will  not  bring  his  Creditors  upon  him.  It  ought  not  to 
have  that  effect  when  the  Circumstances  are  consider'd.  Yet  it  is  to  be 
fear'd  it  may  cause  some  Alarm  amongst  them,  8c  it  is  highly  expedi- 
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ent  you  sho'd  do  all  you  can  to  prevent  it.  I  write  in  utmost  haste,  & 
am  with  great  regard,  Dr.  Sr.  Yr.  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Wm.  Saml.  Johnson 

RC  (Seaport  Autographs,  no.  36  [winter  1987-88]:  21-22). 

1  Benjamin  Stiles  (1720-97),  a  1740  graduate  of  Yale  College,  was  a  Connecticut 
lawyer  and  surveyor  and  represented  Southbury,  Litchfield  County,  as  a  deputy  in  the 
Connecticut  Assembly,  1754—71.  Franklin  B.  Dexter,  Biographical  Sketches  of  the  Graduates 
of  Yale  College,  6  vols.  (New  York:  Henry  Holt  and  Co.,  1885-1919),  1:653. 


William  Grayson  to  James  Madison- 
Dear  Sir.  New  York  Octob.  14th.  1785. 

I  have  recieved  your  letter  dated  at  Philada.1  &  shall  forward  the 
inclosure  to  France  in  the  manner  you  direct.  Since  your  departure, 
we  have  been  under  great  anxiety  for  the  fate  of  Mr.  Hardy;  On  a 
party  to  Haerlem  heights  about  ten  days  ago,  he  unfortunately 
bursted  a  blood  vessel,  and  from  frequent  hemorrhages,  has  been  in 
extreme  danger  till  about  three  days  ago,  when  matters  have  taken 
rather  a  more  favorable  turn.2  He  has  requested  me  to  inform  you  of 
his  desire  to  get  a  seat  in  the  executive  Council  if  practicable,  as  he 
thinks  the  climate  of  his  own  country  will  be  more  suitable  to  the  sit- 
uation of  his  health.  He  is  the  more  anxious  to  have  this  done,  as  it  is 
not  only  his  own  opininion  but  that  of  his  Physicians,  that  he  will 
never  from  the  nature  of  the  complaint,  be  proper  for  the  bar;  or  in- 
deed for  any  kind  of  violent  public  speaking.  He  desires  you  will  do 
him  the  favor  of  shewing  this  to  the  Speaker  &  taking  such  measures 
as  you  may  deem  adviseable. 

Nothing  new  has  taken  effect  since  you  left  this,  except  that  Con- 
gress have  had  information  of  war  being  declared  by  the  regency  of 
Algiers  agt.  these  U.  S.3  I  am  afraid  the  information  is  too  true:  how- 
ever I  will  write  you  again  on  this  subject,  the  moment  the  news  is  con- 
firmed in  such  a  manner  as  to  admit  of  no  doubt. 

The  suspicion  here  is  that  our  friends  the  Brittish  have  done  us 
this  favor  in  order  to  make  it  indispensably  necessary  for  us  to  im- 
ploy  their  vessels.  Perhaps  the  Spaniards  on  making  peace  with  the 
Algerines  might  wish  that  their  arms  might  be  turned  agt.  us.  The 
Secy,  for  foreign  affairs  is  for  war  with  these  pirates;  but  I  cannot 
see  the  policy  of  this,  &  think  we  had  better  follow  the  scandalous 
example  of  the  European  powers,  &  make  peace  with  them  as  soon 
as  we  can. 

Nothing  has  transpired  from  Adams,  respecting  the  subject  we  were 
talking  of,  since  you  left  this. ' 
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The  Report  of  the  Secy,  for  foreign  affairs  respecting  Consuls, 
has  been  recommitted,  &  he  has  made  another  report,  princi- 
pality] recommending  the  vesting  the  the  American  Ministers 
with  Consular  powers — &  giving  them  extensive  limits,  where  they 
will  have  deputies.5  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  let  me  know  as 
soon  as  you  can  conveniently  what  are  your  sentiments  respecting 
the  price  of  the  Western  lands.  Is  a  dollar  too  high  all  circum- 
stances considered? 

By  a  letter  from  Colo.  Monroe  we  are  informed  there  are  not  above 
80  families  settled  on  the  lands  of  the  U.  S. — &  these  have  agreed  to 
go  off  when  Colo.  Harmer  shall  direct  them  &  that  The  Geographer 
&  Surveyors  have  left  Pittsburgh  to  execute  the  Ordinance.6  From  yr. 
Affect,  friend  &  Most  Obed  Servt.  Willm.  Grayson 

RC  (DLC:  Madison  Papers). 

1  Not  found. 

2  Unfortunately,  Samuel  Hardy  died  October  17,  for  which  see  Virginia  Delegates  to 
Patrick  Henry,  October  24,  note  1. 

3  See  Pierse  Long  to  John  Langdon,  this  date,  note  1. 

4  That  is,  the  "subject"  of  the  Continental  debt. 

5  See  Charles  Thomson  to  John  Jay,  October  6  note. 

fi  For  James  Monroe's  letter,  which  has  not  been  found,  see  also  Richard  Henry  Lee 
to  Unknown,  October  10,  note  4;  Lee  to  Washington,  October  11,  note  2;  and  Lee  to 
Monroe,  October  17,  note  1. 


Samuel  Holten  to  John  Witherspoon 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  14th  Oct.  1785. 

I  have  been  honor'd  with  your  address  of  the  11th  with  the  inclo- 
sures,  which  I  have  attended  to. 

My  intentions  were  to  have  returned  with  Mr.  Foster,  but  several 
matters  of  importance,  are  not  yet  passed  upon  by  Congress,  which 
the  delegates  from  Masstts.  have  particular  instructions  to  attend 
unto,  therefore,  I  conclude  I  shall  not  leave  congress  'till  about  the 
10th  of  Novr.,  any  services  I  can  then  render  you,  or  at  any  other  time, 
will  give  me  pleasure. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient 

P.S.  If  the  packet  you  are  pleas'd  to  mention  for  Dr  Gordon,  is  not  too 
large  to  go  by  the  post,  I  would  forward  it  immediately. 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 
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Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Thomas  Lee  Shippen 

New  York  October  the  14.  1785 
I  hope  my  dear  Cousin  has  returned  to  Phila.  brim  full  of  health 
and  Law.  But  say,  is  it  law,  or  is  it  the  study  of  law  alone,  that  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  duties  of  friendship?  There  must  be  something  in  the 
way,  or  it  never  could  have  happened  that  I  should  not  have  received  a 
letter  from  you  in  so  great  length  of  time.  My  silence  could  not  be  the 
cause,  as  your  humanity  would  readily  find  an  apology  for  me  in  my 
very  ill  state  of  health.  The  Holker  cause  was  not  tried  it  seems,  but 
the  Election  strife  is  over,  and  I  wish  to  know  the  event,  as  well  in 
other  places  as  Phila.  Nor  will  it  be  unentertaining  to  know  something 
of  the  Manoeuvres  of  the  contending  parties.  Curse  &  doubly  curse 
the  Algerines  for  these  Pirates  I  fear  have  too  certainly  made  war  on 
our  Commerce.  Paul  Jones  from  L'Orient  informs  us  that  Monsr. 
Soulanges  letter  was  there  &  its  contents  believed.1  These  Infernals 
having  put  all  the  Commercial  nations  of  Europe  under  contribution, 
except  Portugal — The  trade  of  Portugal  with  Ours,  is  all  that  remains 
for  them  to  Plunder.  Several  years  ago,  your  worthy  Father  sent  me  a 
Dutch  Fan  to  Virginia,  and  now  the  Skreens  of  it  are  all  worn  out.  I 
shall  thank  you  exceedingly  for  getting  a  new  Sett  of  the  different  fi- 
nesses made  for  me  by  the  best  hand  according  to  the  enclosed  mea- 
sure; that  I  may  take  them  with  me  to  Virginia  as  I  pass  thro  your  City 
on  the  11th  or  12  of  next  month.  My  Mrs.  Lee  writes  me  that  she  must 
&  will  have  a  handsome  Bread  Tray  for  serving  bread  to  Table,  also  a 
Basket  proper  for  holding  clean  plates,  and  one  for  foul  plates.  Now 
you  must  be  informed  that  this  demand  comes  from  too  high  Author- 
ity for  me  to  venture  neglecting  it — therefore  I  must  again  put  your 
friendship  to  Work  to  find  these  out,  genteel  ones,  and  that  they  may 
be  ready  to  go  by  Mr.  Crump  who  I  expect  will  return  to  Phila.  early  in 
next  month  by  Water.  I  hope  to  see  my  Gun  &  Pistols  here  hand- 
somely repair'd  before  the  5th  of  next  month.  My  best  love  attends 
the  whole  family  &  that  at  German  Town — And  I  pray  God  to  have 
you  in  his  holy  keeping. 

Farewell,  Richard  Henry  Lee2 

[P.S.]  Put  the  Doctor  in  mind  of  my  Gum  rubrum  astringens  Gambi- 
ense15 — for  it  is  the  Sheet  Anchor  of  my  health. 

RC.  (DLC:  Shippen  Family  Papers). 
1  See  the  following  entry,  note  1. 
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2  Lee  also  wrote  to  his  nephew  on  October  lti  inquiring  about  "Skreens"  for  his 
Dutch  fan,  his  cousin  George  Lee  of  Bellview,  lands  for  sale  in  Kentucky,  and  letters  his 
brother  Arthur  may  have  left  for  him  in  Philadelphia.  In  another  letter  of  the  19th  he 
further  clarified  his  order  for  "Skreens"  and  mentioned  the  ill-timed  death  of  Samuel 
Hardy.  Shipper)  Family  Papers,  DLC.  On  October  22  Lee  wrote  to  his  niece,  Anne 
Home  Shippen  Livingston,  asking  about  the  price  of  muslin  gowns  and  aprons  for  his 
wite  and  daugthters.  Bamberger  Autograph  Collection,  NjHi. 

3  "One  of  the  most  efficacious  vegetable  astringents,  or  styptics,  in  the  materia  med- 
ica,"  from  the  resin  of  trees  of  the  Gambia  River  region,  also  known  as  Kino.  J. S. 
Forsyth,  The  New  London  Medical  and  Surgical  Dictionary  (London:  Sherwood,  Gilbert, 
and  Piper,  1826),  pp.  329,  417. 


Pierse  Long  to  John  Langdon 

Sir,  New  York  Oct.  14th.  1785 

I  have  the  honr.  to  enclose  your  Excelly  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Capt 
Paul  Jones  at  L'Orient,1  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  what  it  contains  is  so 
unfavorable  to  the  trade  of  the  United  States  and  the  liberties  of  its  citi- 
zens. In  a  former  letter  the  Delegates  from  New  Hampshire  informed 
his  Excelly.  the  late  President,2  that  such  measures  had  been  adopted  by 
Congress  as  we  hoped  would  prove  effectual  to  obtain  treaties  with  the 
Regences  of  Algiers,  Tunis,  &  Tripoli,  but  as  yet  their  is  no  account  of 
the  despatches  which  were  forwarded  to  France  in  April  last  having 
been  received  by  our  Minister  there.  And  I  have  my  doubts  whether 
what  was  then  thought  necessary  to  purchase  a  peace,  will  now  be  ade- 
quate thereto.  If  it  should  not  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  best  to 
make  such  an  addition  as  will  effect  it.  At  present  we  are  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  be  at  War  with  any  Nation,  especially  with  one  from  whom  we 
are  to  expect  nothing  but  hard  knocks;  As  Congress  have  not  official 
Accts.  of  this  war,  hope  the  news  is  premiture,  but  am  afraid  from  con- 
cur [in]  g  circumstances,  Vizt.  that  of  a  peace  havg.  taken  place  between 
those  Barbarians  &  Spain — 8c  That  they  are  better  prepared  for  war 
than  they  ever  were,  that  the  intelligence  is  well  Grounded. 

By  the  last  letters  from  Mr.  Adams  at  the  Court  of  London,  I  doubt 
whether  a  commercial  treaty  between  that  nation  and  the  United 
States  will  take  place3 — he  is  of  opinion  that  nothing  will  be  done  till 
the  Spring,  and  is  fearful  that  even  then  it  will  not  be  Effected. 

Their  is  a  Grand  Committee  appointed  to  receive  the  heads  of 
Claims,  which  each  state  has  against  the  United  States,  not  cover'd  by 
resolutions  of  Congress.  As  it  will  not  preclude  any  State  from  Charges 
under  such  heads  as  may  be  Omitted  by  the  delegates  who  deliver  in 
the  same  I  shall  render  to  said  committee  those  that  Occur  to  my 
mind — and  by  the  next  post  after  I  have  presented  them — will  send 
your  Excelly  a  copy  of  the  list.4 

Mr.  Foster  set  of[f]  about  a  week  ago  for  New  Hampshire5 — as  the 
Wind  &  Weather  has  been  very  favorable  for  him,  I  expect  he  is  at 
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home  by  this  time.  I  have  the  Honr.  to  be  with  Sentiments  of  Respect 
&  Esteem,  Your  Excellys  Most  Obedient  &  Very  Hum  Servt, 

Pierse  Long 

P.S.  Since  the  aforegoing  I  am  informed  that  Capt  Ervine  of  the  Brigt. 
taken  by  the  Algerines  together  with  his  Crew  are  arrived  at  Alexan- 
dria from  Tangiers  Via  Cadiz  in  52  days  passage  brings  no  intelligence 
of  a  War — he  says  he  was  treated  while  there  exceeding  well — that  no 
attemps  were  ever  made  to  deprive  them  of  the  liberty  of  the  place, 
nor  to  put  them  to  any  kind  of  Service.6 

RC  (Nh-Ar:  State  Papers,  Revolutionary  Correspondence). 

1  Jones'  August  6  letter  to  John  Jay  reporting  that  the  Algerines  had  declared  war 
against  the  United  States  (PCC,  item  168,  2:331-33,  and  Diplomatic  Correspondence, 
1783-89,  3:682-83)  was  submitted  to  Congress  by  Jay  October  13./CC,  29:833-34. 

2  See  New  Hampshire  Delegates  to  Meshech  Weare,  February  27,  1785,  note  3. 

3  See  Long  to  Langdon,  September  18,  note  2. 

4  See  Long  to  Langdon,  November  10. 

5  Abiel  Foster  last  attended  Congress  Friday,  October  7.JCC,  29:812. 

6  James  Erwin,  captain  of  the  brigantine  Betsey,  had  actually  been  captured  by  Moroc- 
cans in  October  1784  on  a  voyage  from  Cadiz  to  Tenerife.  Congress  was  relieved  to 
learn  of  Erwin's  mild  treatment  and  release  because  of  reports  that  the  Algerines  had 
declared  war  on  American  shipping  and  their  apprehensions  over  the  future  of  negotia- 
tions with  the  Barbary  States.  Depositions  concerning  the  treatment  of  the  Betsey's  crew 
are  in  PCC,  item  98,  fols.  290-303.  The  affair  was  subsequently  laid  before  Congress  in  a 
December  31,  1785,  letter  from  Alexandria,  Va.,  merchant  Richard  Hooe,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  committee  on  February  21,  1786.  No  report  was  submitted  by  the  committee, 
however,  although  the  disposition  of  Congress  is  undoubtedly  reflected  in  the  following 
endorsement  on  Hooe's  letter:  "agreed  to  suspend  the  consideration  until  Accts  are 
Reed  from  the  Commsrs  to  treat  with  the  Barbary  Powers."  See  JCC,  30:78n;  and  PCC, 
item  59,  2:305-6,  3:105-8,  item  190,  fol.  84. 


Elbridge  Gerry  to  Timothy  Pickering 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  1 5th  Octr  1 785 

I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  11th,  &  have  no  Objection  to  your 
receiving  the  principal  of  my  Debt,  being  £397.0. IK,1  provided  I  am 
secure  for  Costs  in  determining  the  Question  of  Interest — but  should 
not  this  Stipulation  be  made  previously  to  your  receiving  the  Money, 
&  be  inserted  in  the  Receipt  for  it? 

I  am  in  Want  of  the  following  Books  from  Messr  Jackson  8c  Dunn,  & 
wish  to  know  whether  I  must  send  the  others  to  Phila.,  or  deliver  them 
to  any  Friend  of  those  Centlemen  here.  The  Books  wanted  are  Vattel's 
Law  of  Nations.-'  Burlamaqui's  principles  of  natural  8c  political  Law  8 
vo.3  Burlamaqui's  Law  of  Nations4  if  the  Reputation  of  it,  is  equal  to 
his  other  works.  Government  of  the  Germanic  Body,  8  vo.  Grotius  on 
War  8c  peace  8  vo.r>  if  it  is  a  Translation  of  his  Whole  Work  de  Jure 
Belli  8c  Pacis.  St  Evremond  in  French  is  not  what  I  want.6 
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I  have  some  loan  office  Certificates  issued  from  Thomas  Smith's  Of- 
fice, the  Interest  of  which  must  be  paid  as  soon  as  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts have  passed  an  Act  complying  with  the  Requisition.  I  shall 
send  a  Copy  of  the  Act  when  it  passes,  &  in  the  Interim  propose  to 
leave  the  Certificates  in  your  Hands,  if  You  should  come  here  before 
my  Return,  if  not,  I  can  send  them  by  the  post,  &  wish  to  have  the  In- 
terest Certificates  sold  at  the  current  Exchange  When  issued  &  the 
proceeds  vested  in  Flower  &  sent  to  Boston — the  Interest  due  is  about 
500  Dollars. 

When  the  Suit  is  terminated  with  Mr  Willing,  please  to  send  me  an 
Account  of  the  Money  in  your  Hands  after  a  Deduction  of  all  Charges. 

Adieu  Dear  sir  8c  be  assured  I  am,  Yours  sincerely,     E  Gerry 

[P.S.]  Mr  H 7  is  here  8c  wishes  to  keep  his  office  here  8c  do  the  Busi- 
ness by  proxy;  but  if  this  is  his  Condition  I  think  Congress  will  choose 
another  Treasurer.8 

RC  (DNA:  RG  93,  no.  30059). 

1  At  this  point  in  the  margin  Gerry  wrote:  "In  memo  gave  Mr  Lewis  by  P[ickering]  & 
H[odgdon]  the  balance  is  set  @  £396.8.1  k>  Barbadoes  Cury.  Dollar  @  6/3  which  re- 
quires to  add  20  Per  Ct.  £79.5.7/$  to  make,  in  Pensyla.  currency  £475.13.9.  Interest  re- 
quired from  Nov.  14.  1772." 

2  Two  London  editions  of  Emmerich  de  Vattel's  The  Lau>  of  Nations  were  in  circulation 
at  this  time:  a  1759-60  edition  in  2  vols.,  and  a  1760  edition  in  one. 

3  Jean  Jacques  Burlamaqui,  The  Principles  of  Natural  Law,  In  Which  the  True  System  of 
Morality  and  Civil  (jovernment  are  Established,  2  vols.  (London,  1763). 

4  As  Burlamaqui  wrote  no  such  work,  Gerry  may  have  had  in  mind  the  one  volume 
edition  of  the  first  half  of  the  preceding  work  published  under  the  tide  The  Principles  of 
Natural  Law,  which  had  been  issued  in  various  printings  by  J.  Nourse  at  London  in  1748, 
1752,  1762,  and  1780,  or  of  the  second  half  published  under  the  tide  The  Principles  of 
Politic  Law  by  Nourse  in  1 752. 

5  Hugo  Grotius,  'The  Rights  of  War  and  Peace,  3  vols.  (London,  1 738) . 

6  Gerry  was  apparently  misinformed  about  the  French  editions  of  Grotius'  Le  droit  de 
la  guerre  et  de  la  paix.  Those  available  in  his  time  were  translations  by  either  Antoine  de 
Courtin  (1622-85)  or  Jean  Barbeyrac  (1674-1744),  not  Charles  de  Marguetel  de  Saint- 
Denis,  seignur  de  Saint-Evremond  (1613-1703). 

7  That  is,  Michael  Hillegas,  the  Continental  treasurer. 

8  Gerry  also  wrote  the  following  letter  to  Pickering  on  October  26. 

"In  Answer  to  your  Favour  of  yesterday,  there  is  an  additional  Charge  of  12/  in  my  Ac- 
count against  Philips  &  Willing,  being  the  Balla  of  their  Account  with  Mr  Samuel  R 
Gerry,  if  I  recollect  the  Matter:  but  I  am  not  sure  that  the  charge  is  not  for  some  other 
Consideration,  his  Ballance  is  also  due  to  a  larger  Amount.  The  Matter  is  explained  in 
some  of  my  Letters  in  1783  to  You  or  Mr  Hodgdon  on  the  Subject.  I  have  never  had  the 
Account  of  Sales  &  Acct  currt  from  Mr  Lewis,  &  they  must  be  in  his  Hands,  yours,  or  Mr 
Hodgdon's — the  £396.8.  lk'  Barb  Curry  is  I  conceive  the  same  as  our  lawful  Money,  to 
reduce  which  to  Pennsylva  Curry  You  must  add  ]A,  altho  lawful  is  only  20  Per  Ct  better 
than  your  Curry—  [£396.8. \Vz\  +  99.2.0k>  =  £495.10.l5i  If  I  rightly  remember,  the  Ac- 
count Currt.  &  Account  of  Sales,  were  in  a  Letter  from  Philips  &  Willing,  &  made  part 
thereof,  &  the  Copy  was  sent  by  me  to  You  from  Annapolis. 

"Mr  Rivington  informs  me  General  Greene  will  probably  want  'Stewards  political 
oeconomy,'  [James  Steuart,  An  Inquiry  into  the  Principles  of  Political  (Economy,  2  vols.  (Lon- 
don, 1767)],  &  if  Messieurs  Jackson  &  Dunn  can  leave  the  Books  till  the  General's  An- 
swer is  obtained,  it  is  probable  they  will  be  sold." 
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Samuel  Holten  to  James  Ewing 

Sir,  New  York  15th.  Oct.  1785. 

I  was  favored  with  your  attention  of  the  8th,  the  day  before  the 
choice  of  a  commissioner  of  the  Loan  office  came  on,  8c  as  there  was 
several  candidates,  &  interest  made  with  members  of  Congress,  it  re- 
quired particular  attention  of  your  friends,  but  I  have  now  the  plea- 
sure of  congratulating  you  on  the  appointment,1  &  please  to  be  as- 
sured it  gives  me  real  satisfaction  to  think  I  have  had  it  in  my  power  to 
render  you  services. 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 

P.S.  The  honorable  Mr.  Partridge  left  us  in  March  last. 

FC  (DLC:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 

1  For  Ewing's  election  the  previous  day  as  Continental  loan  officer  for  New  Jersey,  see 
yCC,  29:834-35;  and  Charles  Thomson  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  October  17. 


Charles  Thomson  to  the  States 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  Octr.  15.  1785 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  your  Excellency  herewith  enclosed 
an  Act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  of  the  12  instant, 
by  which  the  several  states  are  earnestly  called  on  to  compleat  without 
delay  the  whole  of  their  quotas  of  the  requisitions  of  Sept  1782  and  of 
April  1784,  copies  of  both  which  you  will  find  enclosed.1 

Your  excellency  and  the  legislature  have  doubtless  observed  that  in 
the  estimate  of  1784  Congress  counted  upon  a  compliance  with  the 
preceding  requisition  and  therefore  in  the  statement  of  the  interest 
due  at  the  close  of  1782  they  supposed  its  amount  lessened  by 
1,200,000  dollars  required  and  apportioned  by  the  resolutions  of  the 
4  &  10  of  Sept  1782  and  appropriated  to  the  sole  purpose  of  paying 
the  interest  of  the  public  debt.2 

The  requisition  of  1785  provides  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  of 
the  domestic  debt  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1784,  on  a  supposition 
that  the  states  have  complied  or  will  speedily  and  effectually  comply 
with  the  previous  requisitions  of  1782  8c  1784.  Unless  this  is  done  the 
end  will  not  be  attained,  and  the  measure  of  facilities  will  operate  in- 
juriously to  the  domestic  creditors.  For  it  being  provided  by  the  last 
requisition  that  the  holders  of  loan  Office  certificates  or  other  certifi- 
cates of  liquidated  debts  may  have  the  interest  due  thereon  settled  up 
to  the  last  day  of  the  year  1784,  and  receive  the  amount  in  certificates 
receivable  from  the  bearer  in  lieu  of  money  in  discharge  of  only  two 
thirds  of  the  sum  required  for  1785,  it  is  apparent  that  so  far  as  any 
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state  has  been  deficient  in  complying  with  the  former  requisitions  will 
certificates  be  issued,  to  the  redemption  of  which  the  requisition  of 
1785  will  be  inadequate.  To  obviate  this  inconvenience  8c  guard 
against  the  consequent  depreciation  of  the  interest-certificates,  Con- 
gress have  passed  the  resolution  of  the  12th  by  a  compliance  with 
which  effectual  provision  will  be  made  for  the  redemption  of  all  the 
certificates  which  will  be  issued  &  thereby  their  credit  will  be  preserved. 

For  further  particulars  I  beg  leave  to  refer  Your  excellency  to  the 
board  of  treasury  who  will  write  to  you  on  this  subject. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency's 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18B). 
i  See/CC,  29:823-24. 

-  For  the  1785  requisition  adopted  by  Congress  on  September  27  in  which  these  de- 
tails were  incorporated,  see  J( ',(',,  29:765-71. 


Joseph  Gardner  to  John  Nicholson 

Dear  sir  New  York  Octr.  16th.  1785 

In  answer  to  yours  of  the  13th  inst.  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  resolu- 
tions of  3d  of  June  1785  does  away  all  former  requisitions  and  gives  a 
Credit  to  them  for  whatever  sums  they  may  have  paid.1 

They  will  likewise  be  charged  with  all  sums  advapcfed  to  them — and 
that  a  Ballance  must  be  struck  upon  the  mode  of  Valuation  pointed 
out  by  the  confederation  unless  the  States  Shoud  adopt  the  new  mode 
submitted  some  time  since. 

I  am  &c,  Jos  Gardner 

RC  (PHi:  Gratz  Collection). 

1  Gardner  is  apparently  referring  to  the  congressional  resolutions  of  June  3,  1784 
(not  1785)  adopted  "in  answer  to  questions  proposed  by  the  Commissioner  for  settling 
the  accounts  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  with  the  United  States,"  for  which  see  JCC, 

27:541-44. 


Rufus  King  to  Caleb  Davis 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  17th.  Oct.  1785 

The  laws  relative  to  commerce  and  navigation  passed  in  the  last  Ses- 
sion of  the  General  Court  are  disinterested  proofs  of  the  disposition 
of  Massachusetts  to  make  considerable  Sacrifices  for  the  common 
good.  But  care  should  be  taken  to  well  observe  the  extent  of  such  sac- 
rifices, and  the  Effect  they  may  have,  where  we  might  not  intend  them 
to  operate.  I  will  not  venture  an  opinion  concerning  the  policy  of  a  re- 
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peal  of  those  laws,  in  case  it  shall  turn  out,  as  I  expect  it  will,  that  nei- 
ther this  State  nor  Connecticut,  Jersey  nor  Pennsylvania,  will  pass  simi- 
lar Laws  to  those  of  Massachusetts.  But  if  the  inclosed  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  united  States  for  the  Department  of  foreign  Affairs  is 
well  founded,1  and  if  some  parts  of  it  I  have  not  heard  a  doubt 
started — it  will  be  necessary  to  make  some  Alterations  in  the  Laws.  I 
wish  you  to  examine  this  Report  and  be  obliging  enough  if  you  think 
proper  to  shew  it  to  such  persons  of  the  court  as  ought  to  see  it — it  is  a 
paper  unacted  upon  in  congress,  therefore  improper  to  be  given  to 
the  public. 

How  you  will  think  of  the  Delegates  for  their  delay  in  following  the 
instruction  of  the  Legislature  upon  the  Subject  of  a  convention  for  the 
purpose  of  a  general  revision  of  the  confederation  I  do  not  know2 — in 
addition  to  the  ideas  communicated  in  our  joint  Letter  to  the  Gover- 
nor, which  undoubtedly  will  be  laid  before  the  Legislature,  there  are 
many  reasons  in  favor  of  our  Opinion  which  would  be  improper  to 
have  communicated,  but  which  in  our  Opinions  are  of  great  weight.  If 
the  Legislature  direct  us  to  proceed,  we  go  on  under  their  directions. 

With  great  respect  and  Esteem  your  Obt.  Servt., 

Rufus  King 

[P.S.]  I  inclose  two  copies,  &  request  the  favor  that  you  will  present 
one  of  them  to  the  President  of  the  senate  with  my  best  respects. 

RC  (MHi:  Davis  Papers). 

1  For  secretary  John  Jay's  October  7  report  on  "the  Acts  of  New  Hampshire  and  Mas- 
sachusetts for  regulating  Navigation  and  Commerce  &c,"  which  had  been  challenged  by 
"Certain  french  Merchants,"  see  JCC,  29:817-20;  and  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Unknown, 
October  10,  note  5.  See  also  King  to  Davis,  November  3. 

2  For  their  explanation  of  this  delay,  see  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin, 
August  18,  note  2. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Samuel  Adams 

My  dear  Sir  New  York  October  the  1 7.  1 785 

I  am  well  satisfied  that  your  friendship  has  long  since  suggested  an 
apology  for  my  not  sooner  answering  the  letter  that  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  to  me  on  the  7th  of  August  last,1  because  you  will  have 
been  informed  that  my  ill  state  of  health  compelled  me  to  quit  busi- 
ness and  Congress,  to  seek  for  remedy  in  the  medical  waters  lately  dis- 
coverd  in  Pennsylvania.  I  thank  God  that  my  health  has  been  so  re- 
stored as  to  enable  me  to  return  to  my  duty  here,  and  I  hope  with  a 
stock  sufficient  at  least  to  carry  me  thro  my  Presidential  year  with 
some  comfort  to  myself.  The  Governors  letter  concerning  Capt.  Stan- 
hopes misconduct  was  immediately  laid  before  Congress,  and  yours  to 
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me  communicated  to  your  delegates.2  In  my  absence  Congress  deter- 
mined to  send  the  papers  to  Mr  Adams  in  order  to  place  the  matter 
before  Capt.  Stanhopes  Superiors.  It  is  certainly  very  difficult  to  judge 
of  Courts  &  Courtiers,  because  hypocrisy,  simulation,  and  dissimula- 
tion reign  throughout — but  so  far  as  we  may  judge  from  the  civilities 
shewn  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  the  professions  made  to  him,  we  may  sup- 
pose that  the  behavior  of  Capt.  Stanhope  (which  seems  to  have  been  a 
complication  of  folly  &  insolence)  will  not  be  approved  at  St.  James's. 
We  do  not  find  however,  that  the  civil  appearances  about  the  Court  of 
London  have  as  yet  produced  any  solid  good  effects — for  still  they 
hold  the  Posts,  still  they  encroach  on  our  Eastern  boundary,  and  still 
their  Commercial  regulations  continue  crabbed,  and  hurtful  to  them- 
selves 8c  to  us.  Perhaps  time  may  heal  the  wound  that  yet  rankles  in 
the  National  breast.  I  fear  it  is  too  true  that  the  Algarines,  these 
Hostes  humani  generis,  have  commenced  war  upon  our  Commerce, 
and  if  we  are  not  lucky  enough  to  purchase  a  peace  from  these  Bar- 
barians before  they  taste  the  sweets  of  plundering  our  Commerce,  it 
may  be  long  before  we  can  quiet  them,  and  be  most  difficult  to  ac- 
complish. As  for  warring  with  them,  as  some  propose,  thro  choice  I 
say  that  it  is  a  very  crude  &  strange  opinion.  In  such  a  War  we  shall 
have  every  thing  to  loose  and  nothing  to  gain.  Is  it  possible  that  G.  B. 
can  have  been  so  wicked  as  to  have  stimulated  this  War  for  Commer- 
cial purposes,  and  in  revenge  for  our  separation?  If  it  were  not  that  all 
things  are  possible  with  the  corrupt  Politicians  of  this  day,  I  should  say 
that  they  could  not  be  so  base.  I  think  it  seems  probable  that  Ireland 
will  not  receive  the  British  regulation  of  their  Commerce,  and  if  they 
reject  the  propositions  with  proper  spirit,  it  may  terminate  not  only  in 
relieving  Ireland,  but  also  in  disposing  the  haughty  Britons  to  be  more 
reasonable  in  the  Commercial  system  with  us. 

I  beg  that  my  respectful  compliments  may  be  acceptable  to  Mrs. 
Adams,  and  that  you  may  be  assured  of  the  perfect  esteem  and  regard 
with  which  I  am  your  friend  and  affectionate  Servant 

Richard  Henry  Lee 

My  compliments,  if  you  please,  to  Gen.  Warren.  I  shall  write  to  him 
soon.  R.H.L. 

RC  (DLC:  Samuel  Adams  Papers). 

1  Adams'  letter  is  in  the  Lee  Family  Papers,  ViU,  and  on  the  Lee  Family  microfilm. 

2  For  Capt.  Henry  Stanhope's  "misconduct,"  see  Charles  Thomson  to  James  Bowdoin, 
August  20,  note. 
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Richard  Henry  Lee  to  James  Monroe 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  October  the  17.  1785 

I  have  received  the  letter  that  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me 
from  Pittsburg,1  and  I  am  much  pleased  to  find  by  it  that  the  Indian 
nations,  as  nations,  are  not  indisposed  to  us.  I  think  it  augurs  well  to 
our  treaty  at  Miami,  and  for  the  survey  &  sale  of  western  territory.  I 
am  very  unhappy  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  our  most  worthy 
friend  Mr.  Hardy.  He  has  been  sick  almost  ever  since  you  left  this 
place  and  early  this  morning  he  departed  this  life,  greatly  reduced, 
and  without  much  apparent  pain.  His  loss  to  the  public  is  great.  I  wish 
sincerely  that  the  Assembly  may  be  both  able  &  willing  to  fill  his  va- 
cancy with  equal  ability  &  virtue — but  unfortunately  for  the  good  of 
society,  such  characters  as  poor  Hardy  are  rarely  to  be  found,  and  too 
frequently  bad  men  are  ready  to  oppose  merit  &  to  thrust  themselves 
forward  into  places  that  should  be  filled  alone  by  sense  &  virtue.  Colo. 
Grayson  proposes  to  sell  the  horses  that  you  &  Mr.  Hardy  had  in  part- 
nership, as  they  will  soon  eat  their  heads  off  here,  and  where  no 
Owner  wants  their  use.  We  have  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  that 
the  Algerines  have  declared  war  against  our  Commerce.  These  pirates 
having  lately  made  a  profitable  peace  with  Spain,  they  have  now  (to 
the  shame  of  Europe  be  it  said)  almost  the  whole  of  Europe  their 
Tributaries,  so  that  having  little  plunder  now  to  get  from  that  quarter, 
the  Arm  of  rapine  is  sketched  out  against  us.  It  is  most  clear  to  me 
from  Mr.  Adams's  account  of  what  passed  between  him  &  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  concerning  the  British  debts,  that  if  our  Assemblies  do 
not  irritate  by  throwing  obstructions  in  the  way  of  the  Treaty  of  peace 
we  shall  obtain  every  reasonable  wish  concerning  time  for  payment. 
He  seems  to  be  apprehensive  of  Violence — for  he  says  "It  cannot  be 
too  strongly  recommended  to  let  persons  &  property  be  held  sacred."2 
You  will  find  that  the  business  of  Facilities, 3  insultive  as  it  is  to  us  who 
have  few  or  none,  has  been  forced  upon  us  as  contended  for  when 
you  were  here.  It  is  to  me  most  plainly  proper,  that  our  Assembly 
should  Tax  our  people,  only  for  Federal  purposes,  what  will  suffice  to 
pay  our  Quota  of  the  foreign  interest,  and  the  expences  of  the  federal 
government;  and  not  admit  any  facilities  to  be  received  in  discharge 
of  the  Taxes  but  such  as  have  originated  with  our  own  Citizens.  This  last 
will  disappoint  the  plan  of  purchasing  our  produce  with  the  certifi- 
cates of  those  Northern  States  which  will  pay  the  domestic  Creditors 
in  these  States  whilst  our  own  go  unpaid.  And  thus  we  shall  realy  give 
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a  bribe  to  prevent  the  settlement  of  our  Accounts  and  consequently 
prevent  the  payment  of  our  own  Citizens  who  are  at  least  as  large 
Creditors  of  the  U.  States  as  the  Citizens  of  any  other  State. 

I  shall  be  very  happy  to  see  you  at  Chantilly  before  you  leave  Vir- 
ginia to  return  to  Congress. 

I  am  dear  Sir,  your  friend  and  servant,     Richard  Henry  Lee 

P.S.  Poor  Hardy  is  to  be  buried  in  the  evening  of  tomorrow  under  the 
directions  and  Auspices  of  Congress — for  his  funeral  we  are  ad- 
journed two  days.4  R.  H.  Lee 

RC  (DLC:  Monroe  Papers). 

1  Not  found,  but  see  Lee  to  Unknown,  October  10,  note  4. 

-  For  John  Adams'  letter  of  July  15,  see  ibid.,  note  6. 

'  For  which  see  James  McHenry's  Committee  Report,  ante  March  31,  note. 

4  See  Virginia  Delegates  to  Patrick  Henry,  October  24,  note  1. 


Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin 

Sir,  New  York  Oct.  17th.  1785 

We  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  your  Excellency  two  acts  of  con- 
gress one  of  the  12th  and  the  other  of  the  13th  instant;  the  former  ap- 
plies to  a  Subject  that  becomes  more  and  more  important  every  day, 
the  magnitude  of  it's  object  cannot  have  escaped  your  Excellency's 
Observations.1  The  latter  concerns  the  same  Subject  as  that  of  the  for- 
mer, so  far  as  it  relates  to  a  preservation  of  the  entirety  of  the  Territo- 
ries of  the  Confederacy.  This  Act  is  an  instruction  to  a  foreign  minis- 
ter, and  is  considered  by  congress  as  under  the  Obligation  of  Secrecy: 
we  have  the  permission  of  congress,  to  trans[mit]  to  your  Excellency, 
for  your  information,  and  that  of  the  Legislature,  under  an  injunction  of 
Secrecy.2 

We  hope  the  fullness  of  the  powers  delegated  thereby  to  Mr.  Adams, 
when  joined  to  his  good  dispositions,  will  effect  such  an  adjustment, 
as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  commonwealth. 

It  has  not  been  in  our  power  at  an  earlier  day  to  accomplish  this 
business  with  any  degree  of  Satisfaction  to  ourselves — but  the  Train 
into  which  this  business  is  now  thrown,  leaves  us  nothing  farther  rela- 
tive thereto,  to  hope  or  expect  from  Congress. 

Should  there  remain  with  your  Excellency  any  documents  or  evi- 
dences on  this  subject,  we  submit  the  expediency  of  their  early  trans- 
mission to  Mr.  Adams. 

With  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  we  have  the  Honor  to  be  your  Ex- 
cellency's obedient  servants  E.  Gerry. 

Rufus  King 
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[P.S.]  Mr.  Holten's  being  on  L.  Island  prevents  his  Signature. 

RC".  (ViU:  Davis  Marshall  Autograph  Collection).  Written  by  King  and  signed  by  King 
and  Gerry. 

1  Congress  had  resolved  to  appoint  a  grand  committee  "to  report  what  measures  are 
proper  for  Congress  to  adopt,  to  prevent  the  ill  consequences  of  a  particular  district  in 
any  State,  setting  up  and  claiming  the  right  of  independent  government,"  an  issue  long 
associated  with  the  aspirations  of  the  separatists  of  Vermont,  but  more  recently  also  with 
those  of  Kentucky,  Franklin,  and  the  Maine  district  of  Massachusetts.  See  JCC, 
29:822-23;  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  Caleb  Davis,  October  27;  and  Richard  Henry  Lee 
to  Thomas  Jefferson,  October  29,  note  5. 

2  See  JCC,  29:828-29;  and  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  Bowdoin,  September  20,  note  1. 


Charles  Thomson  to  the  Board  of  Treasury 

Gentlemen  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  October  17th.  1785. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  consequence  of  your  Letter 
of  the  12th,1  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have  proceeded 
to  the  election  of  Commissioners  of  the  Continental  loan  Office  and 
have  been  pleased  to  appoint 

Mr  James  Ewing  for  the  State  of  New  Jersey 

Mr  James  Tilton  for  the  State  of  Delaware 

Mr  Edward  Blake  for  the  State  of  South  Carolina  8c 

Mr  Richard  Wylly  for  the  State  of  Georgia.2 
I  have  sent  you  herewith  enclosed  Certificates  of  their  appointments 
that  you  may  transmit  them  with  the  Act  specifying  their  duties  and 
such  instructions  as  you  shall  judge  proper. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  Most 
Obedient  8c  Most  humble  Servt,  C.T. 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18B). 

1  The  commissioners'  letter  is  in  PCC,  item  140,  2:107-10. 

2  See  JCC,  2:834-35. 


William  Samuel  Johnson  to  Thomas  Chittenden 

Sir.  i  New  York,  1 8th  October  1 785 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  to  you  that  the  bearer  Mr.  Kelly  and  all  the 
Gentlemen  of  N.  York  who  have  Patents  under  the  late  Province  of 
New  York  for  Lands  in  Vermont  which  had  not  been  previously 
Granted  by  New  Hampshire  exerted  themselves  extremely  last  Winter 
to  serve  the  people  of  Vermont  and  obtain  their  Independence.  For 
this  purpose  they  presented  a  Petition  to  the  assembly  of  this  State, 
praying  that  they  would  pass  a  Law  to  enable  their  Delegates  in  Con- 
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gress  to  Apply  for  and  Consent  to  the  Sovereignty  and  Independence 
of  Vermont,  In  consequence  of  which  a  Bill  was  brought  into  the 
House  of  Assembly  to  that  effect,  a  Certified  copy  of  which  you  have 
here  inclosed. - 

Mr.  Kelly  has  laid  before  me  a  Letter  of  Instructions  and  power  of 
Attorney  from  the  Gentlemen  who  presented  the  said  Petition  direct- 
ing him  to  offer  their  Lands  to  the  persons  now  residing  thereon 
upon  such  Terms  as  upon  the  best  examination  I  have  been  able  to 
give  the  subject  appear  to  me  reasonable  and  Just.  I  am  induced 
therefore  to  request  that  you  will  recommend  a  Compromise  to  those 
Settlers,  for  if  they  sho'd  not  avail  themselves  of  this  favorable  oppor- 
tunity of  securing  an  indisputable  title  to  their  Farms  the  New  York 
proprietors  will  probably  er'e  long  raise  the  price  of  said  Lands  which 
they  alledge  they  had  lotted  out  antecedent  to  the  late  War  and  actu- 
ally Sold  some  parts  thereof  to  persons  who  Settled  thereon  and  who 
in  some  instances  executed  Bonds  and  Mortgages  for  the  Considera- 
tion Money  and  in  others  entered  into  written  agreements  for  the 
purchase  of  them  &  yet  afterwards  took  Grants  from  Vermont  for  the 
same  Lands. 

Be  assured  Sir  these  Sentiments  are  dictated  by  the  principles  of 
Humanity  and  friendship  for  the  Settlers  (my  Situatuion  as  a  Member  of 
Congress  will  not  admit  of  my  being  more  Explicit  on  this  Occasion)  8c  a  sin- 
cere desire  to  prevent  expensive  &  ruinous  Controversies  which  so  liti- 
gated a  subject  may  occasion  to  both  Parties. 

Give  me  leave  to  mention  upon  this  occasion,  that  I  sho'd  be  ex- 
tremely happy  in  an  Opportunity  to  renew  our  former  Acquaintance 
8c  friendship,  8c  to  Converse  with  you  or  any  of  yr.  Friends  upon  the 
general  affairs  of  yr.  State  as  relative  to  the  United  States,  which  have 
lately  been  the  subject  of  much  conversation  here.  I  have  the  Honour 
to  be  with  great  respect  8c  Esteem,  Yr.  Excelys.  most  obedt.  hume. 
Servt.3 

FC  (CtHi:  Johnson  Papers).  In  a  clerical  hand,  with  interlineations  and  concluding 
paragraph  by  William  Samuel  Johnson. 

1  Vermont  governor  Thomas  Chittenden  has  been  identified  in  these  Letters,  13:17n. 

2  Enclosure  not  found,  but  for  Johnson's  support  of  Vermont  independence  at  this 
time,  which  came  before  Congress  on  October  7  and  13  in  the  form  of  a  motion  by 
David  Howell  for  amending  the  Articles  of  Confederation  to  permit  the  admission  of 
new  states  on  the  vote  of  nine  states  in  Congress,  see  JCC,  29:811-12,  827-28;  and 
George  C.  Groce,  William  Samuel  Johnson.  A  Maker  of  the  Constitution  (New  York: 
Columbia  University  Press,  1937),  pp.  167-68.  For  John  Kelly's  claim  andjohnson's  and 
Kelly's  subsequent  interest  in  Vermont  statehood,  see  also  John  C.  Williams,  ed.,  The 
Public  Papers  of  Governor  Thomas  Chittenden  (Barre,  Vt.:  Secretary  of  State,  1969),  pp. 
693-94,  697-98,  767-68.  See  also  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  October  29, 
note  5. 

3  Johnson  also  wrote  the  following  letter  to  Chittenden  on  October  19  concerning  an- 
other Vermont  grant. 
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"Mrs  William  Smith  of  this  City  states  to  me  that  after  the  death  of  Sir  Henry  Moore  a 
Patent  passed  the  Seal  of  the  late  Province  of  New  York  to  certain  persons  therein 
named  for  a  Township  called  Moore  Town  situate[d]  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut 
River  to  the  Southward  of  and  adjoining  to  Newbury.  That  the  Grantees  of  that  Town- 
ship conveyed  the  whole  thereof  to  Mr.  Smith  who  held  the  same  in  Trust  for  the  Fam- 
ily of  Sir  Henry  Moore  except  three  thousand  Acres  which  he  conveyed  to  the  persons 
who  were  settled  thereon  agreeable  to  an  Order  of  the  then  Council  of  New  York.  And 
that  some  years  after  a  Mr.  Plenderleath  Son  in  Law  to  Mr.  Smith  purchased  the  Town- 
ship for  valuable  Consideration  of  the  Heirs  of  Sir  Henry  Moore.  Mrs.  Smith  has  been 
lately  informed  that  Vermont  had  not  regranted  the  same  but  that  General  Hazen  and 
others  have  applied  for  a  Grant  thereof  under  an  Idea  that  Governor  Benning  Went- 
worth  had  promised  him  a  Patent  for  that  Tract  of  land.  Under  these  Circumstances  I 
conceive  it  would  be  improper  to  Grant  those  Lands  to  Genl.  Hazen  and  his  Associates 
at  least  not  without  Notice  to  Mr.  Plenderle[at]h  who  is  in  Europe  &  giving  him  a  full 
opportunity  to  be  heard  on  the  subject.  Not  to  mention  that  a  measure  of  this  kind 
would  seem  to  be  but  too  similar  to  the  Conduct  of  the  late  Province  of  New  York  in  re- 
granting  the  New  Hampshire  Townships.  I  beg  yr.  Frien[d]ship  upon  this  occasion  to 
Mrs  Smith  &  her  connexions  as  far  as  may  consist  with  the  honour  of  yr.  Character." 
Johnson  Papers,  CtHi. 

For  Moses  Hazen's  challenge  to  the  Mooretown  grant  to  William  Smith,  see  The  Pub- 
lic Papers  of  Governor  Thomas  Chittenden,  pp.  637-38;  and  E.  P.  Walton,  ed.,  Records  of  the 
Governor  and  Council  of  Vermont,  8  vols.  (Montpelier,  Vt.:  J.  &J.  M.  Poland,  1873-80), 
3:63,  65. 


Rufus  King's  Proposed  Letter  to  Congress 

New  York  20th.  Oct.  1785 
To  the  honorable  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled — the 
Subscribers,  Agents  of  the  States  of  Massachusetts  &  New  York  beg 
leave  farther  to  represent — l 

That  the  hon'ble  Thomas  Johnson  who  had  accepted  as  one  of  the 
commissioners  to  constitute  a  federal  court  in  pursuance  of  the  Reso- 
lution of  congress  of  the  10th  day  of  December  last  hath  declined  that 
appointment,  and  that  no  answer  hath  been  received  from  the 
hon'ble  William  Flemming  concerning  his  appointment  as  one  of  the 
said  Commissioners,  in  consequence  whereof  it  hath  become  imprac- 
ticable to  hold  the  said  federal  court  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  Novem- 
ber next  conformable  to  their  joint  Act  certified  to  congress  on  the 
9th  day  of  June  last.  Whereupon  the  said  Agents  pray  that  farther  day 
may  be  given  to  them  for  appointing  by  joint  consent,  commissioners 
in  the  places  of  the  said  Thomas  Johnson  and  William  Flemming,  and 
that  the  said  federal  court  be  held  at  the  City  of  Williamsburgh  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  on  such  future  day  as  they  the  said  Agents  may  here- 
after jointly  agree  upon,  and  certify  to  congress,  any  thing  in  their 
joint  act  of  the  9th  of  June  aforesaid,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
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FC  (NHi:  James  Duane  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Rnfus  King  and  endorsed  by  Duane: 
"Massact.  Agents  draft  of  an  Applit  a.  to  Congress  for  Leave  to  appoint  judges  in  the 
Room  of  Messr.  Hemming  &  Johnson— not  agreed  to  by  NY.  20  Octobr  1785." 

1  For  the  context  of  this  letter,  see  Elbridge  Gerry  and  Ruins  King  to  John  Lowell  el 
al.,  September  29;  and  Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents  to  George  Read  et  al.,  Octo- 
ber 12,  1785. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  John  Adams 

Dear  Sir  New  York  October  the  23d.  1 785 

I  received  the  letter  that  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  on  the 
15th  of  July1  with  the  pleasure  that  always  accompanies  the  receipt  of 
letters  from  my  old  and  much  esteemed  friend.  I  see  with  pleasure 
that  your  reception  at  the  Court  of  London  has  been  such  as  to 
promise  you  an  agreeable  residence  there;  which  may  be  somewhat 
pleasant  altho  you  should  unfortunately  fail  in  the  principal  objects  of 
your  mission.  This  last  however  I  yet  hope  will  not  be  the  case,  since 
you  represent  the  majority  of  the  Ministry  as  able,  and  thinking  rightly 
with  respect  to  us.  The  national  mind  cannot  sure  continue  long 
under  the  delusion  created  by  the  most  vindictive  and  abominable 
characters  in  the  world.  I  mean  the  Tory  refugees,  who  by  themselves, 
and  by  those,  who  for  sinister  purposes,  have  suffered  themselves  to 
be  imposed  on  by  these  people,  are  industriously  keeping  up  on  both 
sides  of  the  water  a  contentious  and  mischievous  spirit,  to  the  great 
hurt  of  both  countries.  We  know  them  here,  and  by  this  time  they 
ought  to  be  known  in  England,  to  which  country  they  have  caused  by 
their  misrepresentations  such  infinite  evil.  In  the  mind  of  a  person  ac- 
quainted with  the  true  state  of  things,  there  can  remain  no  doubt  but 
that  this  moment  is  the  most  favorable  one  that  will  probably  occur 
again  for  G.  Britain  to  make  a  favorable  Treaty  of  Commerce  with 
these  U.  States.  The  events  that  took  place  immediately  succeeding 
the  war,  and  which  have  produced  such  wrong  conclusions  touching 
the  British  security  of  possessing  our  Commerce  exclusively,  cannot 
prevent  our  Trade  from  going,  as  it  is  fast  proceeding  to  do,  into 
other  channels,  where  it  is  driven  by  the  mistaken  discouragements 
that  are  imposed  by  Britain.  I  have  myself  no  doubt  but  that  smart  du- 
ties of  Tonnage  will  be  laid  by  all  the  States  on  the  Vessels  of  those  na- 
tions with  whom  we  have  not  Commercial  Treaties.  And  that  such  will 
be  prohibited  from  importing  into  our  Ports  productions  or  manufac- 
tures not  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  the  Country  importing  them. 
Thus  these  States,  forced  into  it  by  the  intemperance  of  G.  Britain, 
and  led  by  her  example,  will  be  forming  laws  to  discourage  a  Com- 
merce that  might  be  so  mutually  beneficial  if  wisdom  and  temper  pre- 
vailed over  passion  and  folly.  The  project  of  a  Treaty  proposed  by  you 
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to  the  Court  where  you  are,  is  so  perfectly  just,  and  will  be  so  greatly 
beneficial  to  both,  that  I  cannot  help  hoping  it  will  yet  be  agreed  to.  I 
am  greatly  obliged  to  you  Sir  for  your  good  intentions  respecting  Mr. 
Steptoe,-  and  I  entreat  that  you  will  so  have  him  in  your  mind  as  that 
you  may  effectually  promote  his  views  whensoever  an  opportunity 
shall  present.  Much  harmony  has  prevailed  this  year  in  Congress,  and 
I  hope  the  same  concord  will  continue. 

The  present  federal  year  being  on  the  point  of  ending  I  shall  return 
to  Virginia,  and  as  I  mentioned  in  a  former  letter,  you  may  write  very 
securely  to  me,  under  the  care  of  Messrs.  Wallace,  Johnson  &  Muir 
Merchants  in  London,  who  will  safely  forward  your  letters. 

I  am,  with  the  most  sincere  and  perfect  esteem  and  regard,  dear  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Richard  Henry  Lee. 

P.S.  Be  so  kind  as  forward  Mr.  Jeffersons  letter  to  him  by  the  safest  op- 
portunity that  you  can  meet  with — I  have  since  determined  to  send 
Mr.  Jefferson's  Letter  by  the  French  Packet. 

RC  (MHi:  Adams  Family  Papers). 

1  See  Lee  to  Unknown,  October  10,  note  6. 

2  See  Lee  to  Adams,  May  28,  note  3. 


William  Ellery  to  William  Greene 

Sir  New  York  Oct.  24th.  1785. 

Give  me  leave  through  you  to  represent  to  the  Genl.  Assembly,  that 
in  Deer,  last  I  drew  a  bill  for  250  dollars  upon  the  Genl.  Treasr.  of  our 
State  in  favour  of  Messrs.  Hewes  &  Anthony,  who  had  furnished  me 
with  money  for  my  subsistance,  that  said  bill  has  not  yet  been  paid, 
altho'  Mr.  George  Gibbs,  to  whom  it  was  transmitted,  has  frequently 
solicited  for  payment,  and  that  I  am  called  upon  to  repay  the  money 
generously  advanced. 

For  a  long  time  I  have  been  subsisted  by  small  sums  of  money  as 
they  could  be  obtained  from  the  Treasury,  and  by  the  advances  of  my 
friends;  and  I  have  never  had  it  in  my  power  to  discharge  this  debt. 

Justice  and  gratitude  compel  me  to  intreat  the  Honorable  General 
Assembly  to  order  the  Genl.  Treasurer  to  procure  money,  and  dis- 
charge the  draught  before  mentioned  immediately. 

I  expect  soon  to  return  home.  I  am  in  arrears  for  my  board,  and  un- 
less I  am  supplied  with  about  100  dolls.  I  shall  be  under  the  painful 
and  disgraceful  necessity  of  leaving  New  York  indebted  to  the  person 
with  whom  I  have  boarded,  permit  me  therefore  to  urge  that  this  sum 
also  be  furnished  by  the  Treasr.  directly. 
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In  full  confidence  that  these  necessary  requests  will  be  complied 
with,  and  with  sentiments  of  high  respect  for  your  Excelly,  and  the 
Honorable  Assembly,  I  am  your  Excellencys  most  obedt  servant, 

William  Ellery1 

RC  (R-Ar:  Letters  to  Governors). 

1  Ellery  also  wrote  the  following  brief  letter  to  Benjamin  Franklin  on  October  10, 
which  is  in  the  Franklin  Papers,  PPAmP. 

"Agreeably  to  the  request  of  William  Vernon  Esqr.,  late  of  the  Navy  board  oi  the 
United  States,  I  now  inclose  his  letter  directed  to  you. 

"I  heartily  congratulate  you  on  your  return  to  America,  and  am  with  great  respect, 
Your  most  obedient  servant,  William  Ellery" 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  John  Adams 

Dear  Sir  New  York  October  the  24th  1 785 

Having  yesterday  written  a  long  letter  to  you,  I  have  now  only  to  re- 
quest your  attention  to  the  following  business,  which  is  of  very  great 
importance  to  those  whom  it  concerns,  and  who  form  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  Citizens  of  these  States.  The  representation  of  those 
professing  the  Church  of  England  system  of  religion,  having  been 
lately  assembled  at  Philadelphia  where  Lay  &  Clerical  deputies  from 
seven  States  were  convened  in  General  Convention  for  the  purpose, 
among  other  things,  of  preserving  and  maintaining  a  succession  of  di- 
vines in  their  Church,  in  a  manner  which  they  judge  consonant  to  the 
gospel,  and  no  way  interfering  with  the  religious  or  civil  rights  of  oth- 
ers— have  sent  an  address  to  the  Archbishops  and  Bishops  of  England, 
proposing  a  plan  for  the  consecration  of  American  Bishops.1  It  is  imag- 
ined, that  before  anything  is  done  in  this  business  by  the  Bishops  of 
England,  that  they  will  consult  the  King  and  Ministry;  who,  it  is  appre- 
hended may  now,  as  heretofore,  suppose  that  any  step  of  the  kind 
being  taken  in  England  might  be  considered  here  as  an  officious  inter- 
meddling with  our  affairs  that  would  give  offence  on  this  side  the 
water.  Should  this  be  the  case,  the  Church  of  England  Members  in 
Congress  have  the  greatest  reliance  on  your  liberal  regard  for  the  reli- 
gious rights  of  all  men,  that  you  will  remove  mistaken  scruples  from 
the  mind  of  administration,  by  representing  how  perfectly  consonant  it 
is  with  our  revolution  principles  professed  thro-out  all  the  States,  that 
every  denomination  of  Christians  has  a  right  to  pursue  its  own  reli- 
gious modes,  interfering  not  with  others.  That  instead  of  giving  of- 
fence, it  must  give  content,  by  evidencing  a  friendly  disposition  to  ac- 
commodate the  people  here  who  are  members  of  the  Church  in 
question.  In  proof  of  this,  Congress  did  lately  shew  their  attention  to 
the  accommodation  of  this  Class  of  Christians,  by  communicating  to 
the  different  Executives  your  information  from  the  Danish  Minister  of 
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that  Kings  willingness  to  facilitate  the  business  of  ordination  for  our 
church2 — And  the  Assembly  of  Virginia  hath  incorporated  this  Soci- 
ety— Under  which  Act  of  incorporation  the  Convention  was  held  in 
that  State  that  sent  both  Lay  &  Clerical  deputies  to  the  General  Con- 
vention lately  held  in  Philadelphia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  truest  esteem  and  re- 
gard, dear  Sir  Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant. 

Richard  Henry  Lee 

RC  (MHi:  Adams  Family  Papers). 

1  For  the  work  of  the  General  Convention  of  the  fledgling  Episcopal  Church  that  as- 
sembled in  Philadelphia  from  September  27  to  October  7,  see  William  W.  Manross, 
"The  Interstate  Meetings  and  General  Conventions  of  1784,  1785,  1786  and  1789,"  His- 
torical Magazine  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  8  (September  1939):  261-70;  for  the 
wider  controversy  over  ecclesiastical  authority  and  conflicting  plans  of  organization 
within  die  church  in  1785,  see  Clara  O.  Loveland,  The  Critical  Years;  The  Reconstitution  of 
the  Anglican  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America,  1780-1789  (Greenwich,  Conn.:  Seabury 
Press,  1956),  pp.  118-66. 

2  See  Rufus  King's  first  letter  to  Elbridge  Gerry,  March  31,  note  2. 


Virginia  Delegates  to  Patrick  Henry 

Sir  New  York  Octob.  24th.  1 785. 

We  are  sorry  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  the  death  of  one  of  our 
Colleagues,  the  Hon'ble  Mr.  Samuel  Hardy;  This  gentleman  had  been 
indisposed  for  some  time,  when  in  coughing  he  happened  to  break  a 
blood  vessel;  of  this,  &  his  other  complaints  he  lingered  till  the  17th 
of  this  month  when  he  departed  this  life;  Congress  on  his  decease  ap- 
pointed a  Commee.  to  superintend  his  funeral,  &  he  has  been  in- 
terred in  a  manner  suitable  to  his  Station  in  the  Vault  of  St.  Paul's 
church  in  this  City.1 

We  have  been  waiting  for  some  time  to  know  the  result  of  a  grand 
Comme.  appointed  to  digest  principles  for  the  settlement  of  public 
accounts  before  we  answered  your  last  letter;  We  cannot  say  that  we 
have  any  reason  to  flatter  ourselves  that  any  thing  effectual  will  be 
adopted  during  this  Congress,  though  we  shall  do  every  thing  in  our 
power  to  obtain  so  desirable  an  object:  We  presume  the  report  of  the 
Commee.  will  come  in  (if  at  all)  before  the  departure  of  the  next  post, 
when  we  shall  write  you  again.2 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  Yr.  Excys.  Most 
Obed  scrts.,  Richard  Henry  Lee. 

Willm.  Grayson 

RC  (Vi:  Continental  Congress  Papers).  Written  by  Grayson  and  signed  l>\  Grayson  and  Lee. 

1  On  October  17  Congress  had  dec  hired  a  thirty  day  mourning  period  and  insli  acted 

nmittee  consisting  of  William  Grayson,  Jacob  Read,  and  John  Kean  t<>  make  ar- 
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rangements  for  Hardy's  services  the  following  day,  notifying  the  chaplains  of  Congress 
and  inviting  Gov.  Ccorge  Clinton,  Mayor  James  Dnane,  "the  Ministers  of  foreign  pow- 
ers. .  .and  other  persons  of  distinction  in  town,  to  attend  the  funeral. "  JCC,  29:836.  An 
elaborate  account  of  the  observance,  including  an  elegy  by  "Amyntor,"  appeared  in  the 
October  20  issue  of  the  New  York  Journal  or  Weekly  Register,  which  noted  that  "the  con- 
course of  people  assembled  on  this  mournful  occasion  was  prodigious — the  splendor 
and  admirable  order  of  the  procession  has  never  been  equalled  in  America,  who  has,  in 
the  death  of  this  virtuous,  amiable,  and  eminently  accomplished  Senator,  sustained  a 
loss  exceeding  all  description."  See  also  the  Nexv  York  Daily  Advertiser  for  October  18,  19, 
and  20.  For  Virginia  assemblyman  John  Tyler's  suggestion  to  Governor  Henry  that  the 
state  withstand  the  £150  expense  of  Hardy's  funeral  to  spare  the  impecunious  Hardy 
family,  and  the  assembly's  response  in  naming  a  county  after  Hardy,  see  Henry,  Patrick 
Henry,  3:341-42;  and  Hening,  Statutes,  12:86-88. 

2  For  the  appointment  of  a  grand  committee  on  the  settlement  of  public  accounts  and 
the  long  delay  in  the  adoption  of  an  ordinance,  see  Joseph  Gardner  to  John  Dickinson,  Oc- 
tober 1.  For  Henry's  August  12  letter  to  die  Delegates,  see  Henry,  Patrick  Henry,  3:314-16. 


Charles  Thomson  to  the  States 

Sir,  (Circular)  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  Oct  25.  1785 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith  enclosed 
two  copies  of  the  continuation  of  the  Journal  of  Congress  from  the  25 
August  to  29  Septr.  one  copy  for  the  legislative  &  the  other  for  the  ex- 
ecutive branch  of  government.  In  conformity  to  the  act  of  17  Aug,  I 
enclose  also  a  list  of  the  states  represented  &  of  the  Members  who 
have  appeared  in  Congress  during  the  last  Month,1  and  have  to  re- 
quest the  favour  of  your  Excellency  to  lay  it  before  your  Legislature. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  Excellency's 
Most  obed  &  most  hu  S,  CT 

ENCLOSURE 

A  State  of  the  Representation  in  Congress,  for  the  Month 
of  September  1785 — pursuant  to  the  Act  of  17th  August,  1785. 


[  See  opposite  page] 


LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18B).  Enclosure  (DLC:  Continental  Congress  Miscellany). 

1  For  the  first  of  these  lists  which  Secretary  Thomson  sent  to  the  states  regularly  here- 
after, see  Thomson  to  James  Bowdoin,  September  6,  1785. 
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ENCLOSURE 


A  State  of  the  Reprc 
of  September  1785 — p 


sentation  in  Congress,  for  the  Month 
ursuant  to  the  Act  of  17th  August,  1785. 


Members  who  ap- 
peared in  the  course 
of  the  month 


New-Hampshire 
Mr  Foster 
Mr  Long 

Massachusetts 
Mr  Gerry 
Mr  Holten 
Mr  King 

Rhode-Island 
Mr  Ellery 
Mr  Howell 

Connecticut 
Mr  Cooke 
Mr  Johnson 

New-York 
Mr  Haring 
Mr  Smith 

New-Jersey 

Mr  Cadwallader 
Mr  Stewart 

Pennsylvania 
Mr  Gardner 
Mr  Jackson 
Mr  Pettit 
Mr  Wilson 

Delaware 
Mr  Vining 
Mr  Bedford 

Maryland 
Mr  McHenry 
Mr  Hindman 

Virginia 
Mr  Hardy 
Mr  Lee 
Mr  Grayson 

North-Carolina 

Mr  dimming      } 

South-Carolina 

Mr  Read  \ 

Mr  Bull  I 

Mi  Pinckney  | 

Mr  Kean  J 

Georgia 

Mr  Houston 
Mr  Habersham 
Mr  Baldwin 


The  Suites  represented 
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Massachusetts  Delegates  to  Caleb  Davis 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  27th  Octr  1 785 

The  Delegates  inclosed  to  the  Governor  a  Resolution  of  Congress, 
which  has  probably  been  communicated  to  the  Legislature,  appoint- 
ing a  Grand  Committee  for  preventing  the  Separation  of  Districts 
from  the  parent  States,  without  Consent  thereof  &  of  the  U  States:1  & 
We  inclose  You  a  Copy  of  the  sd  Resolution  8c  likewise  of  an  Act  of 
Pennsylvania,-  by  which  that  State  put  an  effectual  Stop  to  Attempts 
which  had  been  made  therein,  to  make  Such  a  Separation.  It  is  not 
probable  the  Grand  Committee  will  be  able  to  report  to  this  Congress, 
whose  Time  is  nearly  expired,  but  a  new  appointment  will  be  called 
for,  in  the  next  Congress,  &  the  proceedings  thereof  Will  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  Governor.  In  the  Interim,  We  think  it  necessary  to  inform 
You  confidentially,  that  notwithstanding  the  Sovereignty  of  every  State 
is  expressly  guaranteed  by  the  Confederation,  8c  the  Force  of  the 
Union  must  be  furnished  when  necessary  to  suppress  the  Opposition 
of  any  District  to  the  constitutional  Authority  of  a  state  over  the  same. 
Yet  there  appears  not  any  great  Indisposition  in  the  Delegates  of  the 
other  three  N  England  States  to  dismember  Massachusetts,  altho  in  a 
full  Representation  of  all  the  States,  there  would  undoubtedly  be  a  Ma- 
jority firm,  in  a  due  administration  of  the  powers  of  Congress  to  pre- 
vent such  Dismemberment.  This  is  an  object,  which  We  consider  of 
the  highest  Importance  to  Massachusetts,  whose  power  to  guard  it's 
own  Rights,  8c  whose  Weight  &  Dignity,  must  sink  in  proportion  to  its 
Loss  of  Territory.  We  therefore  submit  it  to  your  Consideration, 
whether  it  may  not  be  best  for  the  Legislature  to  instruct  their  Dele- 
gates of  the  next  Congress  to  attend  to  this  Business,  8c  also  to  pass  an 
Act  similar  to  that  of  Pennsylvania.  We  remain  sir  with  the  sincerest  Es- 
teem your  Friends  8c  very  huml  servts,  E  Gerry 

RKing 

[P.S.]  Will  it  not  be  best  to  publish  the  Pennsylvania  Act,  with  a  short 
Introduction  applicable  to  the  province  of  Main? 

RC  (MHi:  Davis  Papers).  Written  by  Gerry  and  signed  by  Gerry  and  King. 

1  See  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin,  October  17,  note  1. 

-  Apparently  Pennsylvania's  "Act  to  prevent  the  erecting  any  new  and  independent 
State  within  the  limits  of  this  Commonwealth"  adopted  December  3,  1782.  Laws  Enacted 
in  the  Seventh  General  Assembly.  .  .  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Chap.  XLV,  pp. 
121-23.  DLC(ESR).  The  act  was  amended  August  31,  1785,  to  repeal  the  section  of  the 
act  permitting  "trial  for  offences  in  another  county,  than  that  in  which  the  offence  was 
or  might  have  been  committed."  Laws  Enacted  in  the  Third  Sitting  of  the  Ninth  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Chap.  CCXV,  pp.  589-90.  DLC(ESR). 
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Massachusetts  Delegates  to  Massachusetts  Assembly 

Gentlemen,  New  York  27th.  Oct.  1785 

A  letter  from  the  Delegates  of  the  27th  of  May  states  to  the  honor- 
able Legislature  a  number  of  Difficulties  relative  to  the  conduct  of 
some  of  the  States  concerning  the  former  Requisitions  of  Congress, 
and  the  want  of  a  fixed  and  equitable  Rule  for  apportioning  future 
Demands  upon  the  States.1 

In  a  subsequent  Letter  of  the  23d  of  August  we  remarked  that  we  had 
endeavoured,  when  the  requisition  of  the  present  year  was  under  con- 
sideration, to  have  it  so  formed  as  to  give  a  Security  against  the  ftiture 
delinquency  of  the  states,  and  prevent  the  application  of  monies  by  par- 
ticular states,  required,  and  raised  for  the  sole  disposition  of  Congress. 
In  the  course  of  this  business  the  many  embarrassments  of  the  Union, 
in  consequence  of  the  defective  compliances  with  the  requisitions  by 
some  States,  and  the  total  neglect  of  the  same  by  others,  were  minutely 
examined,  and  on  the  conclusion  the  general  Sentiment  was,  that  the 
States  must,  and  would  make  exertions  not  only  to  discharge  former  de- 
mands, but  to  comply  with  the  Requisition  of  the  present  year. 

The  Requisition  being  transmitted  by  the  board  of  Treasury,2  will 
fully  explain  our  Sentiments  upon  this  Subject;  its  great  operation  by 
discount,  will  certainly  be  favorable  to  Massachusetts  and  the  other 
Eastern  States.  Upon  examination  it  will  be  found  that  in  the  present 
requisition  the  Rule  of  apportionment  is  changed — the  alteration  was 
the  Result  of  a  compromise,  and  is  an  abatement  to  Massachusetts  of 
more  than  Fifty  five  thousand  Dollars  on  her  quota  of  the  Second 
moiety  of  the  Requisition  for  Eight  Millions  of  Dollars.3 

From  these  considerations,  and  that  no  act  of  Massachusetts  might 
bear  the  appearance  of  a  denial  of  constitutional  Support  to  the  Con- 
federacy, we  wish  the  Requisition  of  the  present  year  may  not  only 
meet  the  Approbation  of,  but  be  adopted  by,  the  honorable  Legisla- 
ture; for  whom  we  entertain  the  most  perfect  Respect,  and  have  the 
honor  to  be  with  the  highest  consideration  their  Obedient  servants, 

E  Gerry 

Rufus  King 

[P.S.]  The  residence  of  Mr.  Holten  being  on  Long  Island,  which  pre- 
vents his  being  in  the  City  before  the  usual  hour  of  the  daily  meeting 
of  congress,  we  are  often  as  on  this  occasiond  unable  to  obtain  his  sig- 
nature, without  the  delay  of  a  post. 

R< !  (MB:  Chamberlain  Collection).  Written  by  King  and  signed  by  King  and  Gerry.  Ad- 
dressed: "I  lc rable  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  H.  of  Representatives 

of  Massachusetts." 
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1  This  letter  has  not  been  found,  but  King  devoted  much  of  his  letter  to  Gerry  of  that 
date  to  the  same  subject. 

2  SeeJCC,  29:765-71,  776. 

:i  Although  the  1784  requisition  had  been  set  at  $8  million,  the  states  had  been  asked 
for  but  '/s  of  their  quotas,  which  for  Massachusetts  had  been  $653,798  (of  $1,307,596), 
or  16.34%  of  the  whole.  For  the  1785  requisition  of  $3  million,  however  Massachusetts' 
quota  was  only  $448,854  or  14.96%,  the  equivalent  of  a  quota  of  $598,798  in  a  requisi- 
tion of  $4  million,  or  $55,000  less  than  Massachusetts'  1784  quota.  Cf.  JCC,  26:194  and 
29:767. 


David  Howell  to  William  Greene 

Sir  New  York  Oct.  29,  1 785. 

From  a  variety  of  obstructions  the  requisition  for  the  supplies  of 
the  present  year  did  not  pass  'till  the  27  Ult.  I  presume  it  has  been  of- 
ficially communicated  to  your  Excellency — And  hope  that  the  princi- 
ples of  it  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Legislature.1 

I  learned  with  pleasure  &  took  the  earliest  opportunity  to  announce 
to  Congress  that  the  Genl.  Assembly  at  their  August  Session  ordered  a 
tax  of  £20,000  subject  to  future  appropriations.  This  readiness  to  com- 
ply with,  or  more  properly  to  provide  for  beforehand,  the  Constitu- 
tional demands  of  Congress  could  not  fail  to  make  a  good  impression 
on  our  Sister  States.  I  wish  it  may  also  be  the  ambition  of  every  citizen 
to  furnish  an  example  of  punctuality  in  the  payment  of  taxes  for 
Fcederal  purposes — As  a  motive  hereto  it  may  be  observed  that  a  large 
ballance  of  the  Sum  called  for  to  pay  domestic  interest  must  ulti- 
mately come  into  the  pockets  of  our  citizens.  By  late  Letters  from  the 
westward  there  is  reason  to  expect  that  the  Troops  sent  there  will  be 
able  to  effect  the  objects  of  their  instructions — that  the  lands  pur- 
chased of  the  Indians  at  the  late  Treaties  will  be  secured  from  intru- 
sive settlers — surveyed  &  exposed  to  sale  in  due  time — and  prove  an 
important  fund  for  extinguishing  the  domestic  debt. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  Commissioners  are  now  in  Treaty,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Great  Miamis,  with  the  more  westerly  Indians  for  peace  8c 
the  purchase  of  additional  territory:  But,  for  certain  reasons,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  conjecture  the  result  of  their  negotiations  on  the  latter  Subject. 

Letters  from  Mr.  John  Adams,  have  come  to  hand  as  late  as  the  10th 
of  August  last;  8c  he  makes  no  mention  of  an  Algerine  war  with  the 
U.  States.2  He  has  laid  a  project  of  a  treaty  of  Commerce  before  the 
British  Minister.  It  is  feared  that  our  Ministers  abroad  will  not  be  able 
to  obtain  very  beneficial  Treaties  of  commerce  'till  Congress  shall  be 
armed  with  more  efficient  powers  on  this  Subject:  But  in  confering 
these  powers  a  distinction  betwixt  the  power  of  regulating  trade  & 
that  of  raising  a  revenue  from  trade  must  be  carefully  preserved.  The 
former  perhaps  may  be  exercised  by  Congress  with  safety;  the  latter 
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ought  to  be  tenaciously  retained  by  the  particular  States.  But,  tho'  our 
Ministers  may  not  succeed  on  this  head  agreeably  to  our  wishes  for 
want  of  power  to  make  effectual  Stipulations  on  our  part,  or  to  give  a 
quid  pro  quo — we  have  the  Satisfaction  to  receive  repeated  proofs  of 
the  good  disposition  of  our  friends  in  Europe,  &  of  a  growing  esteeme 
&  respect  for  the  U.  States  throughout  the  World. 

The  hope  that  I  should  return  in  time  to  attend  the  present  Session 
of  Assembly  has  prevented  my  writing  before  (&  I  now  write  in  great 
haste)  and  indeed  the  uncertainty  of  continuing  in  our  Seats  since 
May  has  constantly  held  up  to  us  the  probability  of  a  return — and,  to- 
gether with  the  want  of  materials,  rendred  my  communications  less 
frequent  &  less  copious  than  usual.  The  ultimate  point  of  time  to 
which  the  present  delegation  extends  will  arrive  this  day  Se'nnight; 
and  I  must  be  excused  for  pressing  the  necessity  of  sending  forward  a 
delegation  to  represent  the  State  in  the  next  Congress  at  an  early  day. 

I  shall  avoid  entering  at  present  on  several  interesting  Subjects;  & 
content  myself  with  the  prospect  of  making  known  my  Sentiments 
fully  thereon  at  the  next  Session  of  Assembly,  when  I  hope  to  be  pre- 
sent: But  as  this  will  probably  be  my  last  official  Letter  I  cannot  con- 
clude without  offering  my  most  sincere  thanks  to  the  State  for  the  re- 
peated proofs  of  their  confidence  in  appointing  me  at  three 
successive  Elections  to  the  elevated  Station  I  now  hold  in  their  Ser- 
vice— and  to  your  Excellency,  and  to  his  Honor  the  Dep.  Governor 
for  the  many  instances  of  your  attention  &  friendship  to  me.  I  must 
rely  on  the  candour  of  my  Constituents  to  cast  a  friendly  veil  over  the 
errors  &  mistakes,  if  any,  I  may  have  committed,  8c  to  impute  them  to 
my  want  of  experience,  if  not  of  abilities  too,  in  political  affairs — while 
I  assure  them  that  to  the  extent  of  my  capacity  I  have  pursued  the  in- 
terest of  the  State,  which  honoured  me  with  its  commands  8c  if  the  U. 
States,  without  consulting  my  private  interest,  or  that  of  my  particular 
friends — or  becoming  subservient  to  the  sinister  view  of  any  man,  or 
of  any  faction.  And  I  now  call  upon  my  enemies,  if  such  I  have,  as  well 
as  my  friends,  to  charge  me,  if  they  can,  with  having  solicited,  during 
my  official  Existence,  either  directly  or  indirectly  for  an  office  for  my- 
self either  under  Congress,  or  under  the  State.  It  is  to  me  a  pleasing 
prospect  that  I  can  now  retire  from  office  to  the  humble  condition  of 
a  common  citizen,  with  clean  hands  8c  a  clear  conscience. 

I  do  not  hold  myself  personally  responsible  to  the  public  or  to  indi- 
viduals for  the  propriety  or  success  of  such  measures  as  I  have  for- 
warded in  pursuance  of  the  views  of  the  State;  Yet  I  must  observe,  in 
justice  to  my  own  feelings,  that  time  8c  investigation  have  convinced 
many  of  their  propriety  8c  given  them  success,  8c  even  that  success,  a 
powerful  argument,  has  removed  the  doubts  of  others,  &  removed  too 
from  my  Shoulders  a  load  of  ill  will  which  otherwise  might  have  fol- 
lowed &  oppressed  me  even  in  a  private  Station. 
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I  pray  your  Excellency  to  present  my  dutiful  respects  to  the  Hon. 
the  Genl.  Assembly — and  to  assure  them  that  in  every  Station  in  life  I 
shall  retain  a  grateful  attachment  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island — And 
be  always  ready  to  contribute  my  feeble  mite  to  advance  the  happiness 
of  its  citizens. 

With  every  sentiment  of  personal  esteeme  for  your  Excellency,  I 
have  the  Honor  to  be,  your  Excellencys  most  obedient  &  very  hble 
Servt.,  David  Howell. 


(P.S.  Dep.  Gov.  Bowen  will  doubtless  inform  the  Assembly  that  I  have  been 
under  the  necessity  of  drawing  on  him  for  200  Dollars.  I  hope  it  is  paid  before 
now  Cjf  that  the  Hon.  the  Genl.  Assembly  will  excuse  me  for  wishing  for  an 
order  to  receive  the  small  ballance  which  may  be  due  to  me  at  an  early  day  as  it 
will  be  very  necessary  to  repair  my  little  plantation  &  put  me  in  a  way  to  sup- 
port my  family) 

I  am  sorry  to  send  a  Letter  so  illegible  but  neither  time  nor  pa- 
tience suffer  me  often  to  copy. 

N.B.  I  have  enclosed  the  3  N.  papers  of  the  day  tho'  they  contain 
nothing  of  much  consequence. 

RC  (R-Ar:  Letters  to  Governors). 

1  See  Charles  Thomson  to  James  Bowdoin,  October  7,  note  2. 

2  According  to  Secretary  Charles  Thomson's  Dispatch  Book,  letters  from  Adams  to 
John  Jay  of  August  6  and  10  were  received  on  Ocober  28,  but  his  intervening  August  8 
letter  was  not  received  until  the  31st.  See  PCC,  item  84,  5:585-604,  item  185,  fol.  144; 
and  Diplomatic  Grrrespondence,  1783-89,  2:421-30. 


Rufus  King  to  James  Monroe 

My  dear  Sir,  New  York  29th.  Ot.  1 785 

I  hope  this  will  meet  you  at  Alexandria  unless  the  original  should 
fall  into  your  hands  at  Fredericksburgh,1  to  which  place  it  was  di- 
rected and  to  the  care  of  General  Weeden.  Somehow  or  other  I  hope 
you  will  be  informed  of  our  disappointment  in  meeting  the  federal 
court  this  autumn  at  Williamsburgh.  I  should  regret  it  indeed,  if  in  ad- 
dition to  your  fatigues  you  should  make  an  unnecessary  Journey  to 
Williamsburgh.  We  are  obliged  to  postpone,  because  we  have  no  an- 
swer to  any  Letters  to  Judge  Fleming,  and  because  Mr.  Johnson  of 
Maryland  has  declined  meeting  in  Nov.  at  WmBurgh.  The  Agents 
have  joined  in  soliciting  Mr.  Johnson  not  to  decline  at  a  future  time, 
and  have  sent  on  a  join[t]  letter  to  Mr.  Fleming  importuning  his  an- 
swer of  acceptance2 — the  difficulties  we  meet  with  are  almost  insuper- 
able, if  Mr.  Fleming  declines,  we  shall  again  be  at  Sea.  We  have  taken 
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early  precaution  to  notify  the  several  Judges  of  this  Delay  and  hope 
they  will  not  be  destitute  of  the  Notice. 

This  Event  will  hasten  your  return  here,  a  circumstance  which  will 
give  me  very  sensible  &  real  pleasure.  Poor  Hardy — but  I  cannot  say  a 
word  upon  this  unexpected  and  fatal  Stroke. 

Don't  stay  in  Virginia — hasten  here.  Adieu,  you  know  my  friendship 
is  sincere,  R  King 

RC  (NN:  Monroe  Papers). 

1  See  Massachusetts  and  New  York  Agents  to  George  Read,  et  al.,  October  12. 
2.  These  letters  have  not  been  found,  but  see  the  following  entry. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Thomas  Jefferson 

Dear  Sir  New  York  October  the  29.  1 785 

My  ill  state  of  health  having  compelled  me  to  look  for  benefit  from 
the  medical  springs  lately  discovered  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  I 
there  received  the  letter  that  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  on  the 
12th  of  July1 — but  tho  Mr.  Houdon  arrived  there  with  Dr.  Franklin 
when  I  was  in  the  city,  the  former  of  these  gentlemen  did  not  deliver 
your  letter  to  me,  but  it  found  me  thro  the  medium  of  the  Post.  I  have 
not  yet  seen  Mr.  Houdon,  nor  has  he  been  in  any  manner  before  Con- 
gress that  I  know  of — he  went  immediately  after  his  landing  to  Gen- 
eral Washington,  from  whence  I  understand  that  he  returned  to  this 
City  a  day  or  two  ago,  but  I  have  not  yet  seen  him.  Your  request,  inde- 
pendent of  his  singular  merit,  will  secure  him  every  civility  and  service 
in  my  power.  I  think  that  you  have  cause,  from  your  statement,  to 
complain  of  the  remissness  of  your  Correspondents.  Were  I  not  pre- 
vented by  the  unhappy  state  of  my  health,  most  certainly  I  should  be 
more  attentive  to  gratify  you  in  a  way  that  certainly  must  be  very 
agreeable  to  you,  sequestered  as  you  are  from  your  own  Country.  I 
think  that  we  have  reason  to  suppose  that  the  requisition  of  this  year 
(which  with  the  plan  for  surveying  &  selling  part  of  the  Western  lands 
I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  you)2  will  produce,  at  least  a  suffi- 
ciency to  pay  with  credit  the  interest  of  our  foreign  debt  and  to  sup- 
port the  expences  of  the  federal  government.  The  unliquidated  state 
of  the  domestic  debt,  and  the  unequal  business  of  the  facilities  may 
perhaps  obstruct  for  the  present,  the  payment  of  the  domestic  inter- 
est. I  understand  the  displeasure  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Trea- 
sury arose  from  Mr.  Grand's  failing  to  comply  with  orders  given  him 
to  pay  the  interest  due  to  the  Crown  of  France  which  has  created  un- 
easiness and  doubt  of  our  punctuality  where  these  would  not  have  ex- 
isted had  Mr.  Grand  not  undertaken  to  pay  himself  instead  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. However,  I  suppose  that  the  Commissioners  will  take  care  to 
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make  good  the  payments  omitted  by  Mr.  Grand  to  have  been  made  to 
Government.  Vermont  remains  as  it  was,  and  we  have  heard  nothing 
lately  concerning  Franklin.8  The  Virginia  Assembly  are  agreed,  so  far 
as  I  know,  to  indulge  Kentucky  provided  it  shall  be  agreeable  to  the  U. 
States  to  receive  them  into  the  Confederacy  so  that  they  may  for  every 
purpose  be  a  part  of  the  general  system.4  A  proposition  is  depending 
before  Congress  to  declare  the  sense  of  the  Union  against  all  future 
dismemberments  without  the  consent  of  the  State  to  be  dismemberd 
and  of  the  United  States.5  Concerning  your  idea  of  packets  I  have  spo- 
ken to  some  Members — the  expence  alarms,  &  they  seem  rather  to  ap- 
prove of  sending  on  occasion  a  Courier  in  the  packets  as  they  now  are. 
But  since  a  plan  has  lately  been  adopted  for  sending  the  Mails  by 
Stages  instead  of  Post  Riders,  which  will  not  only  quicken  communica- 
tion greatly,  but  very  much  increase  the  Post  Office  Revenue,  I  hope 
that  Packets  as  well  as  Cross  Posts  may  e'er  long  be  supported.6  We 
have  lost  poor  Hardy  who  dyed  here  after  some  weeks  illness.  The  Sur- 
veyors are  now  at  work  (under  the  Ordinance)  N.  West  of  Ohio,  and  a 
Treaty  with  the  Western  Indians  is  holding  at  Great  Miami.  Our  As- 
sembly is  now  in  Session,  but  we  have  not  heard  whether  Harrison  or 
Tyler  has  got  the  Chair,7  but  certainly  the  contest  will  have  been  warm 
&  pretty  equal.  My  Presidential  year  ends  in  9  days,  after  which  I  shall 
return  to  Virginia  for  some  months  at  least;  my  return  to  Congress 
will  depend  on  the  state  of  my  health  which  is  better  indeed,  but  far 
yet  from  being  as  I  wish  it.  Let  me  be  where  I  will  I  shall  always  be 
happy  to  hear  from  you  and  to  give  you  the  news  of  our  Country  such 
as  it  may  be.  My  brother  Arthur  Lee  being  resident  here  as  one  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  of  the  U.  States,  will  receive  your  let- 
ters for  me  and  forward  them  to  Virginia.  I  shall  esteem  it  a  very  par- 
ticular favor  if  you  will  be  so  good  as  send  me  one  of  the  newly  in- 
vented Philosophical  Lamps  which  I  understand  to  be  handsome, 
useful,  and  ceconomical;  employing  a  small  quantity  of  oil  to  great  ad- 
vantage in  giving  light.  I  will  either  thankfully  repay  the  cost  to  your 
order  in  Virginia,  or  remit  it  to  you  in  France  thro  the  medium  of  my 
Brother  Arthur  from  this  place.  I  suppose  that  you  may  contrive  it  by 
one  of  the  french  packets  to  my  brothers  care  in  this  City.  And  it  will 
add  to  the  favor  if  you  accompany  the  Machine  with  a  description  of 
its  use. 

I  am  dear  Sir,  with  sentiments  of  the  sincerest  esteem  and  regard, 
your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Richard  Henry  Lee 

P.S.  Remember  me  if  you  please  to  Mr.  Short  &  tell  him  that  I  answerd 
immediately  the  only  letter  that  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  receive 
from  him.  R.  H.  Lee 
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RC  (DLC:  Jefferson  Papers). 

i  See  Jefferson,  Papers  (Boyd),  8:286-88. 

2  See/CC,  28:375-81,  29:923. 

9  That  is,  the  western  state  of  Franklin,  for  which  see  Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  to 
Richard  Caswell,  June  5,  note  1. 

4  See  William  Grayson  to  James  Madison,  August  21,  note  5. 

5  Representing  the  interests  of  the  landed  states,  Massachusetts  and  Virginia  had 
moved  on  October  7  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  Congress'  "highest  disap- 
probation" of  the  conduct  of  "districts"  in  the  United  States  that  sought  independence 
without  having  first  obtained  approval  from  those  states  exercising  constitutional  juris- 
diction over  them.  The  intended  report  should  specify  Congress'  intent  to  support 
every  state  "opposing  such  unconstitutional  attempts  to  destroy  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  the  Union."  David  Howell  of  Rhode  Island  thereupon  moved  for  postponement 
of  the  motion  in  favor  of  a  committee  appointed  to  report  an  additional  article  to  the 
Confederation  empowering  any  nine  states  in  Congress  to  admit  new  states  into  the 
union  on  terms  to  be  specified  "provided  that  the  legislature  of  the  state  to  which  such 
a  district  may  belong,  shall  join  ...  in  an  application  to  Congress."  Howell's  move  failed 
and  on  October  12  Congress  appointed  a  grand  committee  to  consider  the  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Virginia  motion.  The  following  day,  however,  Howell,  William  Ellery,  and 
William  Samuel  Johnson  tried  to  revive  Howell's  original  motion  but  were  ruled  out  of 
order.  Howell  then  amended  his  motion,  eliminating  the  section  empowering  nine 
states  to  admit  new  states,  which  was  also  defeated.  But  the  grand  committee  on  the 
Massachusetts-Virginia  motion  failed  to  report  and  on  March  10,  1786,  it  was  replaced 
by  a  new  committee  that  finally  reported  on  the  24th  when  it  declared  that  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Virginia  were  bound  by  the  original  conditions  of  their  cessions  and 
were  further  bound  by  the  resolutions  adopted  on  April  23,  1784,  although  recom- 
mending clarification  of  those  resolutions  by  the  repeal  of  specific  sections.  See  JCC, 
26:275-79,  29:810-12,  822-23,  826-28,  30:112n,  133-35;  and  PCC,  item  190,  fols.  72,  88. 

6  See  William  Grayson  to  James  Madison,  August  21,  note  4. 

7  That  is,  as  speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 


Elbridge  Gerry  and  Rufus  King 
to  New  York  Agents 

Gentlemen,  Saturday  Eveng.  29th  Oct.  1785 

We  inclose  with  our  Signature  the  letter  to  Mr.  Johnson,  and  also 
one,  which  we  propose  to  Mr.  Fleming;  if  agreeable  you  will  please  to 
sign  and  return  the  latter  to  us.1  Mr.  Duane  proposed  forming  the 
Draft  of  a  certificate  to  be  made  to  Congress,2  this  must  be  executed 
without  delay,  as  the  convention  of  the  States  after  next  week  will  be 
uncertain  for  some  time.  This  business  is  understood  by  us  to  be 
grounded  upon  your  admission  of  the  acceptance  of  Mr.  Sitgreaves  al- 
though out  of  Time,  and  upon  Williamsburgh's  being  the  place  for 
holding  the  Court,  at  such  Time  as  we  may  hereafter  jointly  agree,  or 
Congress  appoint  in  case  of  our  disagreement.  We  are  Gentlemen,  Re- 
spectfully, your  humb.  servts.  E  Gerry 

Rufus  King 
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RC  (NHi:  James  Duane  Papers).  Addressed:  "Honble  Agents  of  New  York."  Written  by 
King  and  signed  In  ( lei  i  v  and  King. 

'James  Duane  and  John  Jay  apparently  refused  to  agree  to  sending  such  a  letter. 

-  For  this  November  1  "certificate"  of  the  Massachusetts  and  New  York  agents,  and 
Congress'  action  upon  it  the  following  day  (reaffirming  its  call  for  convening  a  court  at 
Williamsburg  to  determine  the  western  lauds  controversy  between  the  two  states  "upon 
such  future  day  as  the  parties  .  .  .  shall  mutualK  ague  upon"),  see  fCC,  29:8(55. 


Richard  Henry  Lee  to  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette 

New  York,  30th  October,  1785. 

I  thank  you,  my  dear  marquis,  for  your  very  affectionate  letter,  by 
Mr.  Houdon;  that  gentleman  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  and  proceeded 
immediately  to  Mount  Vernon;  he  has  been  ever  since  with  General 
Washington,  so  that  I  have  not  yet  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  in 
this  city.  It  is  very  happy  for  America,  that  events  of  such  high  impor- 
tance should  have  taken  place  here  as  to  invite  artists,  of  Mr.  Houdon's 
great  reputation,  to  visit  us.  I  hope  that  he  will  find  every  thing  here 
agreeable  to  his  wishes.  As  I  take  strong  part  in  every  thing  that  con- 
duces to  your  happiness,  so  I  have  contemplated  with  pleasure,  the 
great  satisfaction  you  must  have  received  at  the  review  of  those  excel- 
lent troops  of  the  emperor  and  of  Prussia.  A  philosophic  mind  is  apt, 
however,  to  regret  that  such  fine  exertions  of  human  art  should  so 
often  be  employed  for  the  destruction  of  the  human  species.  I  will 
comfort  myself  here  by  hoping,  that  these  will  be  used  to  suppress  and 
control,  not  to  promote  the  bad  purposes  of  ambition.  It  raises  high 
the  glory  of  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  that  his  reign  has  been  so  eminent  for 
promoting  the  good  of  mankind,  whilst  sovereigns  in  general,  employ 
their  power  to  increase  the  miseries  of  human  nature!  Will  it  not  hap- 
pen, during  the  reign  of  this  glorious  monarch,  that  those  lawless  pi- 
rates, upon  the  African  coast  of  the  Mediterranean,  will  be  compelled, 
by  some  proper  system,  to  respect  the  rights  of  men,  and  the  laws  of 
nations,  instead  of  receiving  annual  stipends  for  not  doing  what  it  is  re- 
ally infamous  to  do.  I  mean  roaming  about  to  injure,  oppress,  and  de- 
stroy, their  unoffending  fellow  creatures.  Among  the  many  leagues  that 
are  formed,  why  may  not  one  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
the  rights  of  humanity.  I  hope,  sir,  that  you  have  not  forgotten  your  de- 
sign, again  to  make  us  happy,  by  your  return  to  these  United  States. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  affection 
and  friendship,  my  dear  marquis,  Your  most  ob't  and  very  humble 
serv't.  Richard  Henry  Lee. 

Not  found;  reprinted  from  Richard  H.  Lee,  Memoir  of  the  Life  of  Richard  Henry  Lee,  2  vols. 
(Philadelphia:  H.  C.  Carey  and  I.  Lea,  1825),  2:68-69. 
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Samuel  Holten  to  James  Bowdoin 

Sir,  New  York,  31st  Oct.  1785. 

Last  evening  I  was  honored  with  your  Excellency's  address  to  the 
delegates  of  the  24th  inst.  with  the  enclosures,  but  being  indisposed,  I 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  my  colleagues  since,  however,  I 
thought  it  adviseable  to  notice,  that  part  of  your  letter,  that  mentions, 
Congress's  appointing  "a  thanksgiving  day."  I  am  sensible,  that,  in  the 
course  of  the  late  war  several  such  days  were  recommended  by  con- 
gress, but,  as  it  has  not  been  usual,  formerly,  in  any  of  the  states 
southerly  of  Connecticut,  as  I  am  informed,  to  appoint  such  days,  I 
beleive  no  person  here  expects  it  to  be  done  by  congress  this  year,  for 
I  consider  it  uncertain  whether  there  will  be  any  business  done  this 
week  for  want  of  a  representation  of  seven  states,1  &  when  the  new 
congress  will  meet,  depends  upon  the  arrival  here  of  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  the  gentlemen  chosen. 

I  took  notice,  in  your  Excellency's  letter  to  the  delegates,  you  were 
pleased  to  mention  a  letter  you  had  received  from  me. 

With  the  most  perfect  consideration  &  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  your  Excellency's,  most  obedient  servant,  S.  Holten2 

RC  (PHi:  Dreer  Collection). 

1  The  Massachusetts  delegates  repeated  this  explanation  in  their  next  official  letter  to 
Bowdoin,  with  the  observation  that  in  addition  to  having  but  seven  states  in  attendance, 
"one  or  two  of  them"  were  against  the  measure.  See  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  Bow- 
doin, November  2. 

2  Holten  also  wrote  the  following  letter  on  October  29  to  Joseph  Hall  at  Boston  in  an- 
ticipation of  his  return  home. 

"I  have  often  had  it  in  my  thoughts  to  address  you,  since  I  left  home,  but  the  multi- 
plicity of  my  engagements,  1  hope  will  apologize  for  me. 

"I  expect,  by  the  leave  of  providence,  to  be  at  Boston  about  the  25th  of  Novr.  on  my 
way  home,  &  as  business  will  require  my  tarrying  in  Boston  several  days,  therefore,  I 
have  to  request,  that,  you  would  present  my  most  respectful  compliments  to  Mrs.  Hall, 
&  ask  her  to  favor  me  with  lodgings  at  your  house,  which  will  lay  me  under  renewed 
obligations."  Holten  Papers,  DLC. 


Elbridge  Gerry  to  Samuel  Adams 

My  dear  Sir  New  York  2d  Novr  1 785 

The  petition  inclosed  in  your  Letter  of  the  23d  of  Octr  I  have  layed 
before  Congress,  who  have  referred  it  to  the  Board  of  Treasury.  As  the 
Time  of  the  present  Congress  expires  in  a  few  Days,  I  have  communi- 
cated your  Letter  to  Mr  King  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  Matter  & 
will  attend  to  the  Report  when  made.1  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
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seeing  You  within  a  Month  8c  remain  Dr  Sir,  with  Esteem  &  Respect, 
your  affectionate  Friend,  E  Gerry 

RC  (NN:  Adams  Papers). 

1  Adams'  letter  to  Gerry  is  in  the  Conarroe  Collection,  PHi.  The  enclosed  petition 
was  undoubtedly  that  of  "Benjamin  Pierce  late  Gunner  of  the  Continental  Frigate  Al- 
liance, for  himself,  and  in  behalf  of  a  Number  of  the  late  Officers  and  Marriners  of  said 
Ship,  When  under  the  Command  of  Captn  Peter  Landais,"  which  is  in  PCC,  item  42, 
6:375-78.  It  is  endorsed  "Read  May  22.  1786.  Referred  to  the  Board  of  treasury  to  re- 
port. Acted  on  June  7th  1786."  According  to  Secretary  Thomson's  Committee  Book,  it 
was  originally  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury  November  1,  1785.  PCC,  item  190,  fol.  75. 

In  his  letter  to  Gerry,  Adams  explained  that  he  had  known  Landais  "from  his  first  Ar- 
rival in  America  and  think  him  an  inflexibly  honest  Man."  Adams  also  referred  to  an 
earlier  petition  of  Landais  to  Congress  which  had  been  referred  to  a  committee  chaired 
by  Rufus  King,  and  asked  "whether  in  the  late  adjustment  with  Capt  Landais  he  should 
have  been  put  upon  the  same  footing  with  them,"  for  which  see  Richard  Henry  Lee  to 
Adams,  March  14,  1785,  note  1.  A  third,  earlier  undated  petition  concerning  wages  due 
those  who  served  on  die  Allianceis  in  PCC,  item  42,  6:101-4. 


Rufus  King  to  John  Adams 

Sir,  New  York  2d  Nov.  1 785. 

A  confidential  intimacy  with  our  common  friend  Mr.  Gerry,  with 
whom  I  have  served  during  the  last  year  has  given  me  full  information 
of  the  correspondence  which  has  lately  passed  between  you  and  him: 
and  it  is  in  consequence  of  a  Sentence  in  your  last  letter  to  Mr.  Gerry, 
that  I  take  the  Liberty  of  addressing  this  to  you — if  Mr.  Gerry  re- 
mained in  Congress,  I  should  suppose  that  the  communications  which 
I  might  make,  would  not  be  worth  the  Trouble  of  your  perusal — but 
in  his  absence  from  Congress,  it  may  be  convenient  that  you  should 
know  the  Opinions  entertained  by  this  body,  relative  to  the  Object  of 
your  Legation,  and  other  Subjects  important  to  America. 

If  in  communicating  this  information,  I  shall  have  not  only  the 
honor  of  corresponding  with  a  great  minister,  but  also  the  satisfaction 
of  serving  my  country,  I  cannot  want  motives  to  proceed. 

The  Sentiments  uniformly  expressed  in  your  Official  Letters  to  the 
Secretary  of  foreign  affairs,  since  your  Residence  at  London,  meet 
correspondent  Opinions  in  all  the  States  eastward  of  Maryland.  You 
very  well  understand  the  false  commercial  reasonings,  and  ill  founded 
policy,  of  the  other  States:  their  present  conduct,  will  hereafter  be  the 
cause  of  bitter  regret.  The  navigation  Act  of  Massachusetts1  you  un- 
doubtedly will  have  seen  before  this  reaches  you.  New  Hampshire  has 
passed  a  similar  Law,  &  other  States  probably  may  follow  their  exam- 
ple; yet  granting  that  the  measure  will  not  become  general,  still  the 
confederation  has  put  it  in  the  choice  of  the  Seven  or  Eight  Eastern 
States  to  become  great  commercial  powers.  Even  admitting  what  is  af- 


November  2,  1785  715 

firmed  in  England,  that  the  Southern  and  Eastern  States  cannot  agree 
in  any  System  of  commerce  which  will  oppose  to  G.  Britain  commer- 
cial Disadvantages  similar  to  those  which  she  imposes  upon  our  com- 
merce and  navigation,  yet  the  Eight  Eastern  States  can  agree;  they 
have  common  objects,  are  under  similar  embarrassments,  would  vest 
adequate  powers  on  Congress  to  regulate  external  and  internal  com- 
merce; and  in  ease  the  Southern  states  decline,  to  vest  similar  powers  in 
Congress,  or  to  agree  in  some  uniform  system,  the  former  by  the  Con- 
federation are  competent  to  form,  and  in  the  Event  must  form,  a  sub 
confederation  remedial  of  all  their  present  Embarrassments. 

This  is  a  matter  that  will  be  touched  with  great  delicacy;  the  subject 
is  better  and  better  understood  every  day  in  America,  for  it  is  the  gen- 
eral conversation  and  examination.  You  Sir,  know  your  country  men, 
you  have  witnessed  their  enterprize  and  Resolution  under  superior 
Difficulties.  Will  they  suffer  their  commerce  to  languish  and  expire? 
will  not  the  Spirit  which  dictated  the  non  importation  Agreement,  & 
which  once  pervaded  these  States  again  appear?  it  still  exists,  and 
though  it  may  have  slept  for  a  Time,  it  can  again  be  roused;  and  if 
once  more  it  becomes  vigilant,  and  can  be  made  active  by  the  pride  of 
independence  and  the  idea  of  national  honor  and  Glory,  the  present 
embarrassments  of  Trade,  and  the  vain  sophisms  of  Europeans  rela- 
tive thereto,  will  not  only  direct,  but  drive  America  into  a  System  more 
advantageous  than  Treaties  and  Alliances  with  all  the  world — A  Sys- 
tem which  shall  cause  her  to  rely  upon  her  own  ships,  and  her  own 
mariners,  and  to  exclude  those  of  all  other  Nations.  I  will  not  add — be 
pleased  to  esteem  this  as  introductory  to  such  opinions  prevailing 
here,  as  future  safe  opportunities  may  authorize  me  to  communicate. 
If  a  stranger  can  without  impropriety  offer  his  homage  to  a  Lady  of 
distinguished  merit,  I  pray  that  you  will  please  to  make  mine  accept- 
able to  Mrs.  Adams;  for  whose  happiness,  together  with  that  of  Miss 
Adams  her  Companion  &  daughter,  I  entertain  the  warmest  wishes — 
and  have  the  honor  to  be  with  perfect  respect,  &  consideration,  Sir 
your  most  Obed.  servt.,  Rufus  King 

RC  (MHi:  Adams  Papers). 

1  See  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin,  August  23,  note  5. 


Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin 

Sir  New  York  2d  Novr  1 785 

We  are  honored  with  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  24th  of  Octr 
inclosing  two  others  for  his  Excellency  the  president  of  Congress, 
which  We  have  carefully  delivered  him.1 
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We  observe  your  Excellency  is  of  Opinion,  that  if  in  the  Union 
there  is  the  Operation  of  such  discordant  principles  as  make  it  haz- 
ardous to  entrust  Congress  with  powers,  necessary  to  it's  well  being, 
the  Union  cannot  long  subsist.  This  Opinion  is  perfectly  coincident 
with  our  own,  8c  We  flatter  Ourselves,  it  does  not  militate  with  the 
Ideas  expressed  in  our  Letters  of  the  18th  of  Augt  &  3d  of  September, 
for  We  still  have  Reason  to  conceive,  that  the  best  8c  surest  Mode  of 
obtaining  such  An  Addition  to  the  powers  of  Congress  as  is  necessary 
to  the  well-being  of  the  Union,  is  to  make  the  powers  temporary  in 
the  first  Instance,  &  when  approved  by  Experience,  to  adopt  them  as 
part  of  the  Confederation:  8c  We  likewise  conceive  that  if  a  Conven- 
tion of  the  states,  is  necessary  on  this  Occasion,  the  Members  thereof 
should  be  limited  in  their  Authority,  8c  confined  to  the  revision  of 
such  parts  of  the  Confederation  as  are  supposed  defective,  8c  not  en- 
trusted with  a  general  Revision  of  the  Articles,  8c  a  Right  to  report  a 
plan  of  federal  Government,  essentially  different  from  the  republican 
Form  now  administered. 

We  suggested  to  Congress  the  propriety  of  recommending  to  the 
States  a  general  Thanksgiving  but  as  there  were  but  seven  States  on 
the  Floor  8c  one  or  two  of  them  against  it,  the  Measure  could  not  be 
adopted. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be  sir  with  perfect  Respect  your  most  obedt 
8c  very  huml  serts.,  E  Gerry. 

Rufus  King 

RC  (NNPM:  Signers  of  the  Declaration).  Written  by  Gerry  and  signed  by  Gerry  and  King. 
1  Bowdoin's  letter  is  not  in  the  PCC,  and  the  two  enclosures  for  President  Lee  are  not 
identified,  although  one  of  them  may  have  been  Bowdoin's  October  18  letter  to  Vir- 
ginia governor  Patrick  Henry,  which  is  concerned  with  some  of  the  problems  and  prin- 
ciples of  federal  union  mentioned  here  by  Gerry.  See  Bowdoin  and  Temple  Papers  (MHS 
Colls.),  6:76-78. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Thomas  Jefferson 

Dear  Sir.  NewyorkNovr.  2.  1785 

I  have  received  your  several  favours  of  Feby  8,  June  21  and  July  14 l 
and  also  a  copy  of  your  Notes  by  Mr  Houdon,2  for  which  I  am  much 
obliged.  It  grieves  me  to  the  soul  that  there  should  be  such  just 
grounds  for  your  apprehensions  respecting  the  irritation  that  will  be 
produced  in  the  southern  states  by  what  you  have  said  of  slavery.  How- 
ever I  would  not  have  you  discouraged.  This  is  a  cancer  that  we  must 
get  rid  of.  It  is  a  blot  in  our  character  that  must  be  wiped  out.  If  it  can- 
not be  done  by  religion,  reason  8c  philosophy,  confident  I  am  that  it 
will  one  day  be  by  blood.  I  confess  I  am  more  afraid  of  this  than  of  Al- 
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gerine  piracies  or  the  jealousy  entertained  of  us  by  European  powers 
of  which  we  hear  so  much  of  late.  However  I  have  the  satisfaction  to 
find  that  philosophy  is  gaining  ground  of  selfishness  in  this  respect.  If 
this  can  be  rooted  out,  &  our  land  filled  with  freemen,  union  pre- 
served &  the  spirit  of  liberty  maintained  and  cherished  I  think  in  25 
or  30  years  we  shall  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Mr  Houdon  has  been  to  Mount  Vernon  &  taken  the  Bust  of  our 
Amiable  General.  He  exhibited  it  to  the  view  of  Congress.  It  appears 
to  me  to  [be]  executed  in  a  masterly  manner.  I  acknowledge  my  want 
of  skill  to  judge  of  performances  of  this  nature.  But  there  is  in  the  air 
and  attitude  of  this  something  that  pleases  me.  Most  other  pictures 
seem  to  have  their  attention  turned  on  the  objects  around  them;  but 
in  this  the  Artist  by  elevating  the  chin  and  countenance  has  given  it 
the  air  of  one  looking  forward  into  futurity.  But  I  will  not  venture  any 
criticisms  for  fear  of  betraying  my  ignorance.  Our  good  old  friend  Dr. 
F  is  arrived  safe  and  well  and  honoured  with  the  chair  of  President  of 
Pensylva.  All  parties  concurred  in  the  choice,  I  hope  it  will  be  com- 
fortable as  it  is  honorable.  As  to  matters  within  my  circle  they  jog  on 
as  usual.  Though  many  occurrences  have  happened  which  would  be 
subject  of  conversation,  there  are  few  worth  troubling  you  with  in  a 
letter.  As  to  public  matters  I  take  it  for  granted  you  are  well  informed 
through  the  proper  channel.  You  see  by  the  journal  that  the  duties  of 
my  office  are  much  enlarged. 

1  am  with  great  esteem  8c  regard,  Dear  Sir,  Your  affectionate  friend 
&  Servt,  Cha.  Thomson 

RC  (DLC: Jefferson  Papers). 

i  See  Jefferson,  Papers  (Boyd),  7:645,  8:245-46,  295. 

2  That  is,  Jefferson's  Notes  on  Virginia,  for  which  see  ibid.,  8:295n. 


Samuel  Holten  to  John  Avery 

Dear  Sir,  New  York  3d.  Nov.  1 785. 

Yesterday,  I  was  favoured  with  an  address,  dated  "Boston  Oct.  27, 
1785,"  which  I  conclude  came  from  you,  'tho'  it  was  not  honored  with 
your  signature. 

I  have  observed  the  contents,  but  it  appears  to  me  Mr.  Walcut  must 
have  mistaken  the  resolution  of  congress  in  his  favor,  to  suppose,  that, 
Mr.  Pierce  is  to  pay  him,1  I  take  it,  his  application  must  be  to  the  com- 
missioner for  settling  the  accounts  in  the  hospital  department,  who  I 
take  to  be  one  Mr.  Fox,  he  has  held  his  office  in  Philadelphia,  but  I 
hear  is  about  removing  to  this  city;  I  should  suppose  most  likely  may 
be  in  Boston  sometime  hence;  &  will  it  not  be  necessary,  that,  Mr.  Wal- 
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cut  should  make  out  his  account  for  the  time  he  served  with  the 
vouchers  to  support  it. 

I  have  not  been  so  happy  as  to  see  Mr.  Simpkins,  &  did  not  know 
but  he  had  returned  to  Boston. 

Please  to  assure  Mr.  Walcut,  if  there  was  any  further  services  I  could 
render  him  it  would  give  me  pleasure. 

I  remain,  with  perfect  respect,  your  obliged  friend  &  humble  ser- 
vant, S.  Holten 

RC  (MWA:  Thomas  Wallcut  Papers). 

1  For  the  resolution  about  which  Thomas  Wallcut  was  mistaken,  see  JCC,  29:776;  and 
Holten  to  Wallcut,  October  3,  note. 


Rufus  King  to  Caleb  Davis 

Dear  Sir,  New-York  3d.  Nov.  1785 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  learn  that  the  Report  of  Mr.  Jay  concerning 
certain  clauses  in  the  navigation  act  of  Massachusetts  came  to  hand 
seasonably,  to  throw  some  light  upon  that  Subject.1  I  will  not  pretend 
to  give  an  opinion  relative  to  the  policy  or  wisdom  of  the  law — if  the 
principle  is  good,  the  small  errors  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Jay,  may  be  eas- 
ily rectified.  The  extract  you  was  good  enough  to  inclose  me  corre- 
sponds with  the  uniform  official  communications  of  the  writer.  There 
is  nothing  more  evident  than  that  not  only  Great  Britain,  but  France 
are  jealous  of  the  commerce,  enterprize,  and  probable  naval  impor- 
tance of  the  United  States;  and  notwithstanding  the  apparent  opposi- 
tion between  these  two  countries,  it  would  not  be  surprizing  if  they 
united  in  advancing  each  the  commerce  of  the  other,  if  thereby  they 
could  suppress  or  injure  the  commerce  of  America.  England  is  less 
jealous  of  France  than  of  America.  The  twenty  propositions  of  the 
Minister  Mr.  Pitt  for  a  union  with  Ireland  bear  strong  features  of  a 
Jealousy  of  America.  Ireland  now  enjoys  a  free  trade.  She  can  admit 
at  her  pleasure  the  Ships,  Products  and  manufactures  of  America  and 
of  Other  Countries.  England  is  eagle-eyed  upon  the  subject.  She 
wishes  to  make  Ireland  a  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  regulate  her 
trade — for  the  twenty  propositions  are  to  he  fundamental  Articles;  they 
are  to  form  a  constitution,  which  is  to  remain  superior  to  any  future 
laws  of  either  Country.  Ireland  evidently  sees  through  the  Policy — 
and  I  hope  will  effectually  defeat  the  System  which  is  more  a  combi- 
nation against  America,  than  A  plan  of  commercial  advantage  to  Ire- 
land or  England. 

What  ought  to  be  the  line  of  conduct  in  America  is  not  difficult  to 
discover:  but  what  will  be  her  Conduct  is  wholly  conjectural.  If  Amer- 
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ica  could  only  rouse  the  spirit  which  dictated  the  non  importation 
Agreement,  and  would  universally  restrain  her  commerce  to  her  own 
ships  and  Mariners,  although  the  embarrassments  would  be  at  first, 
and  for  a  time  very  considerable,  yet  a  remedy  would  soon  be  fur- 
nished by  the  great  number  of  ships,  which  would  be  built,  and  the 
multitudes  on  [of]  men  who  would  become  mariners.  How  far  these 
events,  so  much  to  be  desired,  will  take  place,  by  partial  measures,  and 
sacrifices,  of  individual  states,  is  somewhat  difficult  to  determine.  But 
even  admitting  that  the  Southern  and  Eastern  states  cannot  &  will  not 
soon  agree  in  vesting  powers  in  Congress  to  regulate  external  and  in- 
ternal commerce,  and  that  the  measure  will  not  be  effected  by  uni- 
form Acts  passed  by  the  several  States — yet  the  Confederation  admits 
of  Alliances  between  two  or  more  States,  provided  the  purpose  and  dura- 
tion thereof  are  previously  communicated  to,  and  approved  by,  Con- 
gress. The  seven  Eastern  states  have  common  commercial  interests, 
are  under  similar  embarrassments,  would  vest  power  in  Congress  to 
regulate  Trade,  and  are  competent  to  give  the  Approbation  of  Con- 
gress to  such  sub-confederation,  as  they  might  agree  upon,  and  which 
would  not  only  remedy  all  their  Difficulties,  but  raise  them  to  a  degree 
of  power  and  Opulence  which  would  surprize  and  astonish.  Politicians 
in  Europe  see  it,  and  fear  it,  more  than  we  appear  to  wish  it. 

I  would  not  be  understood  to  give  any  Opinion  relative  to  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Act,  for,  or  against  the  principle  or  policy,  of  it.  I  have  given 
no  Opinion  concerning  it  to  any  one — neither  have  I  given  an  Opin- 
ion, that  if  Congress  had  the  power  to  regulate  Trade,  that  they  would 
be  without  the  Disposition  to  do  it.  I  sincerely  wish  they  had  the 
power;  if  they  had,  something  would  certainly  be  done  which  would 
be  worthy  of  Execution,  and  remedial  of  present  perplexities.  But  I 
have  my  doubts  whether  the  Southern  States  will  relinquish  their  par- 
tial, and  unfederal,  policy  concerning  commerce,  until  they  find  a  de- 
cided disposition  in  the  Eastern  States  to  combine  for  their  own  secu- 
rity— the  moment  that  this  Disposition  is  evident,  the  southern  states 
will  sensibly  feel  their  weakness,  and  accede  to  such  measures  as  may 
be  adopted  by  the  majority  of  the  Confederacy. 

You  very  well  understand  the  Character  of  our  country  men,  they 
will  bear  and  suffer  for  a  time;  but  there  is  a  point  below  which  they 
will  not  sink;  The  Difficulties  we  now  suffer  will  cure  themselves,  the 
spirit  for  reform  will  become,  nay  it  daily  is  becoming  more  and  more, 
general  through  all  the  States.  The  remedy  must  be  waited  for  with 
some  degree  of  Patience.  This  language  will  not  bear  to  be  communi- 
cated— you  know  whether  it  is  founded  in  the  nature  of  our  Govern- 
ments, or  not — at  any  rate  I  do  observe  it  in  confidence.  Some  men 
think  that  political  Difficulties  may  as  readily  be  rectified  as  those  of  a 
domestic  or  private  nature;  but  they  understand  very  little  of  the  Ge- 
nius of  the  several  states  composing  this  confederacy.  The  nature  of 
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our  Governments  renders  every  reform,  or  alteration,  not  only  diffi- 
cult, because  our  local,  or  State,  interests  are  sometimes  in  Opposi- 
tion, but  subjects  it  to  tedious  Delays. 

But  Sir,  I  will  not  add  upon  this  subject.  We  are  anxious  for  the 
Opinion  of  the  Legislature  relative  to  a  convention  for  a  general  revi- 
sion of  the  Confederation — the  Delegates  here  are  of  opinion  that  the 
Confederation  wants  additional  commercial  powers,  and  some  other 
additions  or  alterations — but  if  once  a  power  is  brought  into  existence 
under  authority  of  the  States,  who  may  generally  revise  the  Confedera- 
tion, farewel  to  the  perfect  Republican  plan. 

I  will  trouble  you  one  moment  longer — whoever  the  Delegates  from 
Massachusetts  may  be,  they  ought  for  the  interest  of  the  State  to  be  to- 
gether; if  they  have  that  interest  in  view  they  will  wish  it.  On  this  Sub- 
ject, I  will  observe  to  you,  that  I  wish  the  Legislature  would  authorise 
by  a  Resolve  their  Delegates  to  take  a  house  furnished  (or  if  unfur- 
nished, to  furnish  it)  at  the  expence  of  the  State — to  the  end  that  they 
might  live  together.  I  say  at  the  expense  of  the  State;  the  pay  allowed 
the  Delegates  will  not  allow  them  to  do  it.  Mr.  Gerry  8c  myself  have  lived 
together,  and  at  board.  I  assure  you  that  the  allowance  of  the  State  will 
not  bring  the  year  about — the  Sum  of  house  Rent  to  the  State  would 
be  inconsiderable.  Other  States  give  enough  to  their  Delegates  to  en- 
able them  to  hire  houses,  and  to  live  independently  of  private  family 
arrangements  and  perplexities.  I  would  not  mention  this  to  the  court, 
lest  they  should  think  I  have  some  thing  of  profit  in  view — if  you  think 
the  idea  would  be  approved  by  the  Court,  and  you  also  think  it  just, 
perhaps  you  may  move  it;  but  I  pray  I  may  not  appear  in  it.  I  can  in 
the  next  year,  as  I  have  in  the  past,  spend  my  own  money  in  the  Public 
Service — the  allowance  from  almost  every  state  in  the  Confederacy  ex- 
ceeds that  of  Massachusetts  from  twenty  to  sixty  per  Cent. 

Pray  excuse  me  for  mentioning  this  subject — I  will  never  trouble  you  or 
any  other  man  with  it  in  future.  I  have  written  on  this,  as  on  more  im- 
portant subjects,  with  great  hurry,  but  entire  sincerity. 

With  perfect  Esteem  8c  Respect,  Your  Obt.  servt, 

Rufus  King 

RC  (MHi:  Davis  Papers). 

1  For  this  report,  see  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Unknown,  October  10,  note  5;  and  King 
to  Davis,  October  17,  note  1. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Nicholas  Van  Dyke 

Sir,  Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  Novr.  3.  1785 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Exy.  herewith  enclosed  an  Act 

of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  whereby  it  is  recom- 
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mended  to  the  State  of  Delaware  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Mr  W. 
Popham  late  a  capt  &  aid  de  camp  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
agreeably  to  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  21  Feby  1783,  a  copy  of  which 
is  also  enclosed.1 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c,  CT 

LB  (DNA:  PCC,  item  18B).  Addressed:  "His  Exy  the  govr  of  the  State  of  Delaware." 

1  For  these  enclosures  and  William  Popham's  petition  for  depreciation  pay,  see/CC, 
24:144,  28:231-32n,  29:620n,  805n,  838;  and  PCC,  item  42,  6:314-17. 


Samuel  Holten  to  Diego  de  Gardoqui 

Friday  11  o'clock  [November  4,  1785] 
Dr.  Holten  presents  his  most  respectful  compliments  to  his  excel- 
lency Mr.  Gardoqui,  8c  acquaints  him  he  had  heard  of  his  invitation  to 
several  gentlemen,  &  concludd.  there  might  be  some  mistake  if  the  in- 
vitation was  genl.  as  he  was  sure  Mr.  Gardoqui,  was  not  wanting;  but 
such  is  the  State  of  Dr.  Holten's  health  he  can't  do  himself  the  honor 
&  pleasure  of  dining  with  him  to  day. 

FC  (MHi:  Holten  Papers).  In  the  hand  of  Samuel  Holten. 


Charles  Thomson  to  Benjamin  Franklin 

Dear  Sir,  New  York,  Novr.  5.  1 785. 

Permit  me  with  the  silence  &  sincerity  of  an  old  friend  to  congratu- 
late you  on  your  present  promotion.1  I  hope  and  trust  you  will  be  able 
by  your  prudence  to  allay  the  heats  &  temper  the  ferment  of  parties 
and  direct  their  attention  so  as  to  promote  the  public  felicity  and  ren- 
der your  administration  comfortable  8c  happy. 

I  received  your  letter  by  your  Grandson.  By  some  expressions  when 
he  took  his  leave  I  find  it  is  his  wish  to  be  employed  in  some  public 
Office  abroad.2  It  must  be  admitted  that  he  has  a  well  grounded  claim 
from  the  time  he  has  devoted  to  the  public  service  and  the  knowledge 
he  has  thereby  acquired.  But  I  submit  it  to  your  consideration 
whether  a  seat  in  the  national  council  for  a  year  or  two  might  not  be  a 
good  preparative  8c  the  best  Means  of  furthering  his  views. 

With  great  esteem  8c  respect,  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Your  affectionate 
Friend  8c  Serv,  Cha  Thomson 
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RC  (PPAmP:  Franklin  Papers). 

1  That  is,  on  his  election  October  15  as  president  of  the  Pennsylvania  Council.  Pa. 
Council  Minutes,  14:557. 

-  Franklin's  previous  efforts  to  secure  an  appointment  for  his  grandson,  William  Tem- 
ple Franklin,  had  already  stimulated  strong  opposition  from  his  enemies,  principally 
Arthur  and  Richard  Henry  Lee,  and  remained  unsuccessful. 


Massachusetts  Delegates  to  James  Bowdoin 

Sir,  New  York  6th  Nov.  1 785 

In  addition  to  the  information  already  given  respecting  the  pro- 
ceedings of  congress,  we  are  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the 
Agents  of  Massachusetts  &  New  York,  knowing  that  Governor  John- 
son, of  Maryland,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  fcederal  Court;  had  at- 
tended at  Williamsburgh,  and  not  meeting  the  Parties  and  other 
Judges  there,  had  sent  his  Resignation  to  congress,  and  that  no  answer 
had  been  received  from  Mr.  Fleming  of  Virginia  another  of  the 
Judges,  preferred  a  petition  to  Congress  that  a  future  Day  might  be 
appointed  for  the  convention  of  the  Court;1  who  passed  a  Resolution 
that  the  court  shall  be  held  at  Williamsburgh  on  such  future  day  as 
the  Parties  by  their  Agents  may  agree  upon,  &  hereafter  certify  to  con- 
gress: or  in  case  of  Disagreement,  on  such  future  Day  as  congress  shall 
appoint,  upon  the  Application  of  either  Party. 

The  Agents  of  the  two  states  joined  in  a  Letter  to  each  of  the  two 
Gentlemen,  soliciting  them  to  number  themselves  with  the  Judges. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  to  your  excellency  that  the  Agency  of 
the  Delegates  in  the  institution  of  the  federal  court  ceases  with  the 
present  congress  on  this  day.  The  Resolve  joining  the  Delegates  in  the 
Agency  for  the  institution  of  the  Court,  gave  authority  to  such  Dele- 
gates only,  as  were  actually  in  Congress  on  a  certain  day.  Those  Dele- 
gates alas  will  not  be  of  the  next  congress,  and  the  Situation  of  the 
Controversy  may  render  it  expedient  hereafter  that  the  Common- 
wealth should  have  Agents  at,  or  near  congress. 

The  Delegates  of  New  York  &  Massachusetts  agreed  on,  and  nomi- 
nated, Col.  Hutchins  Geographer  of  the  united  States,  Mr.  Ritten- 
house,  8c  Doctr.  Ewing  of  Philadelphia,  as  commissioners  to  run  the 
eastern  boundary  Line  of  New  York  adjoining  to  Massachusetts.  But 
the  Delegates  of  Rhode  Island  disagreeing  to  an  interference  of  Con- 
gress in  this  mode,  and  there  being  only  seven  states  on  the  Floor,  the 
business  was  postponed.  But  we  doubt  not  but  that  an  appointment  of 
these  Gentlemen  will  take  place  immediately  upon  the  meeting  of  the 
new  Congress.2 


November  6,  1785  723 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  highest  Respect,  your  Excellencys 
very  humb.  servts.,  E  Gerry. 

S.  Holten 

Rufus  King 

RC  (MB:  Chamberlain  Collection).  Written  by  King,  and  signed  by  King,  Gerry,  and 
Holten. 

i  See/CC,  29:865. 

2  For  these  appointments,  which  finally  took  place  on  December  2,  see/CC,  29:898; 
and  Massachusetts  Delegates  to  Bowdoin,  August  23,  note  3. 
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Catherine  II,  empress  of  Russia,  117,  248,  526 

Cayuga  Indians,  26,  168 

Cervantes.  See  Don  (kiixote 

Champlin,  George,  elected  to  Congress,  xxvi 

Chandler,  Thomas  Bradbury:  returns  from  exile,  507;  mentioned,  513 

Channing,  William,  145 

Chaplains:  Samuel  Provost  appointed  chaplain  to  Congress,  121;  John  Rodgers  ap- 
pointed chaplain  to  Congress,  309,  550,  581 

Charles  III,  king  of  Spain:  presents  Spanish  jackass  to  Washington,  663;  mentioned, 
222,409,512 

Charleston,  S.C.,  11 

Charlton,  Dr.,  110 

Chase,  Jeremiah  Townley:  elected  to  Congress,  xx;  mentioned,  106 

Chase,  Samuel:  elected  to  Congress,  xx,  29,  294,  476;  mentioned,  71,  343 

Chastellux,  Francois-Jean  de  Beauvoir,  chevalier  de,  459,  508,  552 

Chatham  County,  Ga.,  and  grand  jury  presentment,  350,  362 

Chaumont,  Jacques  Donatien  Leray  de,  210 

Chauncy,  Charles,  159 

Chenango  River,  673 

Cherokee  Indians,  119,  288,  366,  414 

Chickasaw  Indians,  366 

Childs,  Francis:  submits  printing  proposal,  602;  mentioned,  673 

China:  U.S.  commercial  voyage  to,  390,  393,  397,  403-4,  406,  410,  456,  465;  trade  with, 
418;  mentioned,  461 

Chippewa  Indians,  164,  198,  206 

Chittenden,  Thomas,  letters  to,  695,  696 

Choate,  Stephen:  identified,  640;  letter  to,  640 

Christian,  Gilbert,  seeks  Franklin  statehood,  119 

Cicero,  Marcus  Tullius,  314 

Cigars,  Havana,  432 

Cincinnati,  Society  of  the.  See  Society  of  the  Cincinnati 

Cipher  letters,  3,  12,  18,  65,  71,  76,  157,  328,  562,  599 
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Cist,  Charles,  submits  printing  proposal,  602 

Civitavecchia,  Italy,  opened  to  U.S.  trade,  481-82 

Claims.  See  Accounts;  State  accounts 

Clark,  Gamaliel,  56 

Clark,  George  Rogers:  negotiates  Treaty  of  Fort  Mcintosh,  198;  receives  negotiating  in- 
structions, 293;  mentioned,  304,  382,  386,  481,  504,  536 

Clark,  John:  letter  to,  674;  seeks  depreciation  pay,  674 

Clark,  John  Innes,  107 

Clark,  William  Bell,  Gallant  John  Barry,  1745-1803,  574 

Clarkson,  Matthew,  elected  to  Congress,  xxiv 

Classical  allusions  and  quotations,  23,  258,  283,  314,  647 

Clay,  Joseph,  letter  to,  474 

Claypoole,  David  C:  letter  to,  245;  mentioned,  238 

Clever,  Capt.,  116 

Clinton,  George:  letters  to,  13,  38,  41,  125,  223,  275,  330,  343,  411,  420,  427,  447,  537, 
546,  584,  595,  597,  624,  669,  689,  702;  ft  on  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  6-7; 
and  New  York-Pennsylvania  boundary,  176;  mentioned,  161,  167,  233,  235,  356,  419 

Clothier  general's  deparunent,  setdement  of  accounts  ordered,  446 

Cochran,  Mr.,  219 

Cochran,  John:  seeks  Continental  appointment,  466;  mentioned,  619 

Cockburne,  Mr.,  489 

Cocke,  William:  represents  state  of  Franklin,  434,  456;  mentioned,  486 

Coffee,  price,  269 

Coinage:  Continental  mint  proposals,  45;  dollar  value  set,  529-30;  copper,  551,  609, 
618.  SeeaLsoMint 

Coleman,  Kenneth,  The  American  Revolution  in  Georgia,  1763-1789,  350,  427,  505 

College  of  New  Jersey,  Delaware  Indians  enrolled,  469 

College  of  William  and  Mary,  311 

Collin,  Nicholas,  402 

Collins,  Isaac:  letters  to,  43,  236,  244;  ft  submits  printing  proposal,  602;  mentioned,  237 

Collins,  Varnum  L.,  "Indian  Wards  at  Princeton,"  469 

Colonel  Hamilton's  Second  Letter,  from  Phocion  to  the  Considerate  Citizens  of  New  York.  .  . 
(Alexander  Hamilton),  159 

Columbia  College,  xxxi 

Commerce.  See  Trade 

Commissary  general's  department,  settlement  of  accounts  ordered,  446 

Commissary  of  prisoners,  supplemental  compensation  sought,  398 

Commissioners  for  commercial  negotiations:  Prussian  treaty,  529;  Tuscan  negotiations, 
529,  556;  Barbary  States  negotiations,  556;  Prussian  negotiations,  556;  revised  instruc- 
tions for,  560.  See  also  Adams,  John;  Franklin,  Benjamin;  Jefferson,  Thomas 

Committee  of  Congress  (on  Silas  Deane  accounts):  report,  209 

Committee  of  the  States:  proceedings  printed,  179,  200,  310-11,  548-49;  mentioned, 
36,  102,  337 

Cone,  John,  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  57 

Confederacy  (Continental  frigate),  54,  291 

Confederation,  Articles  of:  treaty-making  authority  under,  18,  505;  revision  proposed, 
34,  78,  179,  207,  217,  323,  366,  456,  460-61,  512,  581,  610-14;  construction  of  federal 
capital  under,  183;  recognition  of  consuls  under,  188,  239;  delegate  qualifications 
under,  220;  boundary  disputes  under,  426;  settlement  of  interstate  disputes  under, 
446,  470;  ownership  of  federal  property  under,  492;  quota  amendment,  515,  587, 
589-90,  595-97;  requisitions  under,  520,  587,  590,  596;  weakness  of,  520-21;  trade 
regulation  amendment  proposed,  529,  531-33,  559;  trade  regulation  under,  539; 
amending  provisions,  61 1-12;  interstate  agreements  under,  719;  mentioned,  89,  460, 
577,716 

Congress:  chronology  of,  xii;  lacks  quorum,  6,  12-13,  17,  20-21,  24,  27-28,  30-32,  34- 
35;  reconvenes  at  Trenton,  6-7,  37-41,  52;  appeals  for  delegates,  14,  363,  547;  de- 
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bates  Treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix,  26;  elects  Richard  Henry  Lee  president,  39-41,  44, 
51-52,  94;  subscribes  to  newspapers,  43,  237,  244,  318;  and  Massachusetts-New  York 
land  dispute,  46,  139-42,  186,  446,  470,  712;  receives  Spanish  announcement  of  Mis- 
sissippi River  closure,  50-53;  resolves  to  appoint  minister  to  Spain,  51,  79;  redeploys 
frontier  troops,  53;  suspends  sale  of  military  stores,  53;  commends  the  marquis  de 
Lafayette,  61-62;  clarifies  half-pay  benefits,  62-63;  studies  steam  navigation  proposal, 
65,  205;  debates  adjournment  from  Trenton,  65-66,  74;  delays  Benjamin  Franklin's 
resignation,  69,  73,  157,  247-48;  authorizes  provisions  contract,  70;  delays  consular 
convention  ratification,  70;  debates  diplomatic  establishment,  71-73,  76-77,  89,  100, 
157,  159,  226,  454;  appoints  John  Adams  minister  to  Britain,  72,  214-15,  219-20,  226; 
regulation  of  trade  by  proposed,  78,  207,  369,  529,  532-33,  541,  562,  571,  606,  671, 
716,  719;  authorizes  construction  of  federal  capital,  82,  85-91,  95-98,  128,  135,  147, 
180,  201,  230;  adjourns  to  New  York,  83,  85-91,  96-98,  103;  adopts  secrecy  resolution, 
108,  147,  178;  postpones  Wyoming  Valley  claims  hearings,  114;  reconvenes  at  New 
York,  120,  126;  accepts  New  York  offer  of  City  Hall,  121,  177;  adopts  rules,  122,  628; 
rents  presidential  residence,  123;  makes  fiscal  quota  appeal,  125;  debates  Continental 
impost,  178;  mobility  of  lamented,  181;  welcomed  to  New  York  City,  203;  leases 
Carlisle  barracks  to  Dickinson  College,  211;  debates  Connecticut  cession,  214; 
protests  Nova  Scotia  boundary  encroachment,  218;  delays  action  on  Longchamps'  ex- 
tradition, 222;  offers  reward  for  counterfeiters,  223,  295;  tables  Indian  mission  pro- 
posal, 223-25;  authorizes  negotiations  with  Barbary  States,  231,  255;  cancels  newspa- 
per subscriptions,  236;  and  Richard  Soderstrom  consular  incident,  239;  authorizes 
negotiation  of  commercial  treaties,  242;  appoints  Henry  Knox  secretary  at  war, 
254-55,  258-60;  imposes  time  limit  on  Continental  claims,  274-75;  receives  petition 
to  abolish  slave  trade.  284;  authorizes  Indian  negotiations,  286,  394;  appoints  minis- 
ter to  the  Netherlands,  289,  327,  474-75,  497;  delegate  turnover  remarked,  296;  al- 
lows credit  to  states  for  interest  payments  to  their  citizens,  298;  appoints  additional 
accounts  commissioners,  303,  447;  increases  secretary's  duties,  305-7,  330,  342,  628; 
distributes  theological  works,  311;  orders  transfer  of  Continental  offices  to  New  York, 
313,  466,  549;  Indian  department  expenditures,  315,  350;  sets  Continental  Army 
quota,  321,  324,  330-31,  543;  debates  fiscal  quotas,  331-32,  381,  405,  408,  431, 
462-63,  476-78,  502-4,  529,  534;  debates  land  ordinance,  337-41,  359,  365,  377-87; 
promises  land  for  exiled  Nova  Scotia  refugees,  342,  350;  credits  states  with  payments 
to  Continental  troops,  343;  attendance  thin,  373,  589,  606,  619,  713;  prohibits  unau- 
thorized land  settlement,  383,  389-90;  seeks  additional  space,  391;  debates  repeal  of 
North  Carolina  cession,  412,  430-31,  486;  abolishes  quartermaster  department,  416; 
appeals  to  states  to  setde  Continental  officer  claims,  420,  427-28,  721;  demands  re- 
lease of  American  seaman,  426;  sets  hearings  for  Georgia-South  Carolina  boundary 
dispute,  426,  435;  ignores  state  of  Franklin  separadsts,  430,  437;  congratulates  Louis 
XVI  on  birth  of  a  son,  432,  455;  plans  new  edidon  of  journals,  445,  601-2;  orders  set- 
dement  of  departmental  accounts,  446;  appeals  to  states  to  adopt  disability  benefits, 
447-48;  debates  appointment  of  a  minister  to  the  Netherlands,  456,  489;  territorial 
authority  challenged,  456,  462;  authorizes  Indian  gifts,  464—65;  and  China  trade,  465; 
educates  Delaware  Indian  youths,  469;  orders  audit  of  superintendent  of  finance, 
470,  472;  orders  expulsion  of  western  squatters,  482;  orders  sale  of  frigate  Alliance, 
487;  debates  treasury  appointments,  490;  debates  claim  to  ownership  of  Fort  Pitt,  492; 
authorizes  employment  of  Indian  guides,  494;  terminates  court  of  appeals  salaries, 
497;  receives  Diego  de  Gardoqui,  499,  504,  509,  512;  sets  1785  requisition,  499,  648, 
650,  654,  656,  658,  661-62,  668-69,  689,  705-6;  orders  setdement  of  foreign  officer 
claims,  511;  protests  New  York  street  noise,  522-23;  adopts  coinage  report,  530;  regu- 
ladon  of  trade  by  opposed,  531,  562,  610-14,  635;  appoints  treasury  commissioner, 
537;  proposes  exchange  of  state  statutes,  537,  569;  delegate  attendance,  547,  623,  703; 
appoints  John  Rodgers  chaplain,  550;  recommends  uniform  state  elecdon  of  dele- 
gates, 553;  debates  most  favored  nation  principle,  560,  563;  recesses  one  week,  569; 
weakness  of  lamented,  572;  and  Massachusetts  protest  of  Bridsh  naval  insults,  575-76, 
583-84;  authorizes  new  mail  contracts,  578,  654,  665;  debates  consular  establishment, 
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578,  666,  684;  appeals  for  ratification  of  apportionment  amendment,  595-97;  initiates 
monthly  delegate  attendance  lists,  597,  622-23,  702-3;  authorizes  John  Jay  to  inspect 
mail,  627;  rejects  New  Hampshire  ordnance  request,  640;  denies  Rhode  Island  Col- 
lege damage  claims,  650;  refers  accounts  settlement  to  grand  committee,  652;  sets 
treasury  salaries,  654;  withdraws  capital  construction  appropriation,  654;  compensates 
Thomas  Paine,  655;  seeks  to  forestall  Indian  confederation,  659-60;  acknowledges 
Gardoqui's  introduction,  665;  authorizes  troops  for  Indian  commissioners,  681-82; 
adjourns  for  Samuel  Hardy  funeral,  694,  701-2;  opposes  separatist  movements, 
694-95,  704,  710-11;  appoints  Continental  loan  officers,  695;  ends  Thanksgiving  Day 
observances,  713,  716.  See  also  Committee  of  Congress;  Committee  of  the  States; 
Grand  Committee;  President  of  Congress;  Secretary  of  Congress 

Congress,  president  of.  See  Lee,  Richard  Henry;  President  of  Congress 

Congress,  secretary  of.  See  Secretary  of  Congress;  Thomson,  Charles 

Connecticut:  unrepresented,  14,  31,  38,  41,  44,  85,  357,  363,  373,  385,  547,  569;  adopts 
Continental  impost,  73,  214;  supports  Wyoming  Valley  claimants,  113,  120,  127, 
173-75,  213;  claims  western  reserve,  213-14,  348-49,  401-2;  troop  quota,  293,  330, 
380,  448;  refuses  to  pay  Continental  half-pay  claims,  349;  confiscates  loyalist  property, 
356;  Continental  surveyor  for  appointed,  413,  564;  taxation,  425,  639;  exchange  of 
state  statutes  proposed,  569;  adopts  apportionment  amendment,  596.  See  also  Gris- 
wold,  Matthew 

Connecticut  Assembly,  and  Susquehannah  Company  claims,  573 

Connecticut  Courant,  318 

Connecticut  delegates:  letters  from,  126,  213,  400;  letter  to,  237;  •&  attendance,  126, 
547,  623,  703;  recommend  New  Haven  Gazette,  237 

Considerations  on  the  Bank  of  North  America  (James  Wilson),  607 

Constable,  Rucker  &  Co.,  268,  672 

Constitutional  convention:  proposed  by  Massachusetts,  572,  612;  mentioned,  89 

Consular  convention:  ratification  delayed,  70,  560;  opposition  to,  563-64,  666;  men- 
tioned, 509 

Consuls:  recognition  of  disputed,  188-89,  239,  316,  632;  Dutch  consul  appointed,  572; 
U.S.  consular  establishment  proposed,  578;  consular  establishment  debated,  666,  684; 
mentioned,  53,  122,  515,  678 

Continental  Army:  frontier  garrison  deployment  urged,  36-37;  sale  of  military  stores 
suspended,  53;  provisioning,  54,  70;  half-pay  benefits  for  widows  clarified,  62;  paymas- 
ter certificates  counterfeited,  104;  troop  requirements  studied,  217;  recruitment,  292, 
321,  324,  330-31,  346,  366,  427,  543;  peacetime  recruitment  protested,  324;  state  ap- 
propriations for  credited  to  Continental  account,  343;  standing  army  feared,  380, 
382;  pay  arrearages,  420;  rations  contracts,  420,  488;  supplies  ordnance  to  South  Car- 
olina, 420;  disability  benefits,  447-48,  615-16;  and  recruitment  fraud,  629;  supports 
Indian  commissioners,  682.  See  also  Commissary  of  prisoners;  Continental  officers; 
Hospital  department;  Quartermaster  general's  deparunent;  War  department 

Continental  journal  and  Weekly  Advertiser,  369 

Continental  loan  office:  interest  payment  proposals,  150;  for  Pennsylvania,  688;  for  New 
Jersey,  689,  695;  for  Delaware,  695;  for  Georgia,  695;  for  South  Carolina,  695 

Continental  Navy:  promotion  claims,  628,  666;  pay  arrearages,  714 

Continental  officers:  claims  petitions,  95,  351,  371,  446,  464,  721;  disability  pensions, 
131;  widows'  benefits,  138-39,  346-48,  583;  accounts  settlement,  184,  307-8;  half-pay 
claims,  231;  pay  arrearages,  427;  hospital  department  claims,  428;  foreign  officer 
claims,  51 1;  depreciation  pay  claims,  615,  674 

Converse,  Josiah:  letter  to,  95;  t?  petitions  Congress,  95,  351;  mentioned,  310 

Cooke,  Amos,  letter  to,  442 

Cooke,  Joseph  Piatt:  letters  from,  44,  126,  442,  519;  letter  to,  373;  &  attends  Congress, 
xviii,  44,  126;  elected  to  Congress,  xviii,  570;  grand  committee,  45;  urges  recognition 
of  Connecticut  western  reserve,  214;  recommends  New  Haven  Gazette,  237,  318;  dele- 
gate attendance,  349-50,  373,  442,  498,  623,  703;  returns  home,  387;  lodgings,  408, 
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442;  on  British  prison  ship  victims,  442;  delegate  expenses,  519;  mentioned,  56,  71, 
109,  139,233,290,310,349 

Cooper,  John,  329 

Copper,  coinage,  529-30,  551,  609,  618 

Corn,  36 

Cornwallis,  Charles,  2d  earl  of,  441,  458,  508 

Counterfeiting:  of  paymaster  certificates,  104,  160,  223,  295,  616,  671;  rewards  offered 
for  exposure  of,  295 

Court  of  appeals:  revival  of  sought,  209;  judges  salaries  terminated,  496-97 

Courtin,  Antoine  de,  688 

Cowper,  Mr.,  329 

Craddock,  Capt.,  79 

Craig,  Isaac,  purchases  Fort  Pitt,  491-92 

Craigie,  Andrew,  466 

Crawford,  Mr.,  94 

Creek  Indians,  288 

Cromwell,  Oliver  (slave),  444 

Cross,  Mr.,  110 

Cruike,  Mr.,  265 

Crump,  Mr.,  685 

Cuba,  provisions  shortage,  418 

Cumberland  Gap,  119 

dimming,  William:  attends  Congress,  xxiv;  elected  to  Congress,  xxiv,  231;  delegate  at- 
tendance, 623,  703 

Cummins,  Charles,  seeks  Franklin  statehood,  119 

Cummins,  Light  Townsend,  Spanish  Observers  and  the  American  Revolution,  51 

Currency.  See  Paper  currency 

Cushing,  Thomas,  letters  to,  91,  127,  379 

Cuthbert,  Seth  John,  nominated  treasury  commissioner,  490 

Cutting,  John  Brown:  seeks  settlement  of  apothecary  accounts,  171;  mentioned,  123, 
161 

Dalton,  Tristram:  elected  to  Congress,  xxi;  mentioned,  369 

Dana,  Eleutheros:  letter  to,  245;  mentioned,  237,  318 

Dana,  Francis:  letters  to,  525,  532;  "ft  elected  to  Congress,  xxi;  resigns  congressional 
seat,  13;  Russian  mission  accounts  settled,  525,  532;  mentioned,  41,  544 

Dandridge,  Bartholemew,  454 

Dandridge,  Edmund  P.,  "Proposals  of  Nine  Printers  for  a  New  Edition  of  the  Journals  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  1785,"  602 

Dane,  Nathan:  letter  to,  635;  elected  to  Congress,  xxi,  637 

Danvers,  Mass.,  640 

Darby,  Mr.:  visits  Mount  Vernon,  379;  mentioned,  608 

Davidson,  William  Lee,  9 

Davis,  Caleb:  identified,  676;  letters  to,  675,  690,  704,  718;  ■&  urges  congressional  regula- 
tion of  trade,  369 

Davis,  John,  seeks  Franklin  statehood,  119 

Davis,  Thomas:  letter  to,  245;  mentioned,  237 

Davison,  Benjamin,  testifies  against  counterfeiters,  295 

Davison,  James,  424 

Deane,  Silas:  accounts  reviewed,  209-10;  mentioned,  xxviii,  22 

Deane-Lee  controversy,  xxviii 

De  Barthold,  Mr.,  171 

DeBerdt,  Dennis:  identified,  644;  and  protested  bills  of  exchange,  643 

Debt,  public.  See  Loans,  foreign;  Requisitions;  State  accounts;  State  assumption  of  pub- 
lic debt 

Defence  (H.M.S.),  426 
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Delap.John  H.,  210 

Delap,  Samuel,  210 

Delaware:  unrepresented,  14,  31,  38,  63,  85,  90,  268,  279,  357,  363,  385,  433,  547,  623; 
accounts  commissioner,  400;  Continental  surveyor  for  appointed,  413,  550,  564.  See 
atoVan  Dyke,  Nicholas 

Delaware  delegates:  letter  to,  237;  "fr  delegate  expenses,  63;  attendance,  548,  623,  703 

Delaware  Gazette,  238,  245 

Delaware  Indians:  youths  educated  at  College  of  New  Jersey,  469;  mentioned,  164,  198, 
206,  374 

Delegates:  attendance  list,  xviii-xxvii;  uniform  election  of  sought,  89,  101,  553;  praise 
New  York  hospitality,  169;  three-year  limitation,  220;  delegate  turnover  remarked, 
296;  purchase  Catharine  Macaulay's  History  of  England,  384;  and  monthly  attendance 
lists,  622-25,  702-3.  See  also  individual  delegates  and  state  delegations 

Denmark:  offers  to  ordain  American  clergy,  299,  700-701;  mentioned,  100,  242 

Denning,  William:  letter  to,  464;  ■&  declines  treasury  appointment,  14,  202;  mentioned, 
161,  163,  175,309 

De  Peyster,  Arent  Schuyler,  identified,  5 

DePeyster,  Cornelia,  283 

Derrickson,  Mr.,  death  of,  608 

Desdevens,  Maurice,  493 

Deux-Ponts,  Maximilien  Joseph,  due  de,  Bavarian  rights  of,  364 

Dexter,  Samuel,  616 

Dick,  Capt,  517 

Dick,  Samuel:  letters  from,  402,  403,  404;  letters  to,  267,  513;  <r  attends  Congress,  xxiii, 
402;  elected  to  Congress,  xxiii;  lodgings,  38,  403;  delegate  attendance,  268,  333;  com- 
mittee on  commissary  of  prisoners  expenses,  398 

Dick,  Sarah  Sinnickson  (Mrs.  Samuel),  letter  to,  402 

Dickinson,  John:  letters  to,  13,  38,  41,  80,  85,  113,  120,  123,  125,  144,  175,  223,  255,  275, 
287,  293,  330,  343,  411,  420,  447,  519,  537,  543,  549,  553,  558,  566,  584,  595,  597,  606, 
624,  652,  658,  669,  689;  ■&  urges  Pennsylvania  compliance  with  Continental  requisi- 
tion, 81,  124;  seeks  possession  of  Fort  Pitt,  506;  mentioned,  213,  548 

Dickinson,  Philemon:  letter  to,  201;  •&  appointed  federal  capital  commissioner,  180, 
183,  185,  190-93,  199,  201,  217,  227-30,  671;  mentioned,  225,  478 

Dickinson  College:  seeks  use  of  Continental  buildings,  132,  148-49,  168;  granted  lease 
of  Continental  buildings,  211;  mentioned,  154,  161,  524 

Dimon,  David,  139 

Dimon,  Mrs.  David,  seeks  widows'  benefits,  138-39 

Diriks,  Jacob  Gerhard,  234 

Dismal  Swamp,  drainage  scheme  proposed,  7-8,  64,  240 

Divine,  Timothy,  234 

Dobbs,  Arthur,  xxxii 

Dogs,  shipped  to  Mount  Vernon,  619 

Don  Quixote  (Cervantes),  657,  663,  668 

Dorset,  John  Frederick  Sackville,  3d  duke  of,  on  Anglo-American  relations,  224,  249 

Doughty,  John:  requests  provisions,  70;  mentioned,  54 

Douglas,  Mr.,  404 

Dowse,  Edward:  appointed  Continental  surveyor,  413,  484,  528;  mentioned,  599,  620, 
622 

Drayton,  Stephen,  662 

Duane,  James:  letters  from,  318,  444,  457,  644,  681;  letters  to,  316,  391,  443,  522;  memo- 
rial, 139;  notes,  46,  56;  -fr  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  46-48,  56-60,  84, 
92,  126,  130,  139-42,  317-19,  439,  444,  457-58,  644,  681,  698,  712;  offers  Congress 
City  Hall  quarters,  180;  reallocates  New  York  City  Hall  space,  391;  New  York  mayor, 
523;  mentioned,  xxix,  32,  82,  110,  121.  651,  702 

Diibucq,  Jean  Baptistc,  Le  Pour  el  le  contre  sur  un  object  de  grande  discorde  et  d  'importance  ma- 
jeure, 370 
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Duer,  William:  letter  to,  69;  ft  seeks  renewal  of  provisions  contract,  70;  appointed  trea- 
sury secretary,  344;  and  Fort  Pitt  purchase,  491;  mentioned,  54,  109,  110,  162,  165, 
166,  232,  618 

Duffield,  George,  letter  to,  284 

Dumas,  Charles  W.F.:  dispatches  received,  123,  153,  161,  524;  on  European  war  threat, 
526 

Dunlap.John:  letter  to,  245;  ft  submits  printing  proposal,  602;  mentioned,  238,  341 

Dunlap  &  Claypoole  (printers),  letters  to,  43,  236 

Dunscomb,  Mrs.,  408 

Dunscomb,  Andrew:  appointed  commissioner  of  Virginia  accounts,  246,  303;  men- 
tioned, 233 

Duties.  See  Impost,  Continental 

Dutour,  Pierre,  312 

Duykings,  Mrs.,  387 

Dyer,  Eliphalet,  356 

East  India  Company,  411 

Eddy,  Jonathan:  letter  to,  350;  seeks  relief  for  exiled  Nova  Scotia  refugees,  342,  350 

Elbert,  Samuel,  letters  to,  223,  275,  286,  300,  343,  363,  411,  420,  426,  447,  479,  537,  546, 
553,  584,  595,  597,  606,  624,  662,  689,  702 

Elholm,  Augustus  Christian  George:  seeks  setdement  of  accounts,  370-71;  mentioned,  375 

Eliot,  John,  letter  to,  550 

Elizabethtown,  N.J.,  139,  398,  507 

Ellery,  Christopher,  letter  to,  145 

Ellery,  William:  letters  from,  56,  145,  146,  567,  699;  letter  to,  40;  ft  attends  Congress, 
xxvi;  elected  to  Congress,  xxvi;  Fort  Stanwix  Treaty  committee,  40;  and  lottery  pur- 
chases, 56;  attends  theater,  146;  opposes  secrecy  resolution,  147;  committee  on  Silas 
Deane  accounts,  210;  committee  on  Setii  Harding  claim,  291;  committee  on  territo- 
rial slavery,  342;  lodgings,  403;  committee  on  Georgia-South  Carolina  boundary  dis- 
pute, 427;  committee  on  North  Carolina  cession,  437;  appointed  Rhode  Island  chief 
justice,  567;  pleads  financial  hardship,  568;  delegate  attendance,  589,  623,  703;  com- 
mittee on  Thomas  Wallcut  claim,  658;  delegate  expenses,  699;  supports  separatist 
movements,  711;  mentioned,  72,  233,  296,  310 

Ellison,  Mr.,  109,  110,270 

Ellsworth,  Oliver,  declines  treasury  appointment,  14,  202 

Ellsworth,  Verdine,  364 

Emlen,  Samuel,  314 

Empress  of  China  (ship),  390,  404,  419,  465 

Encyclopedia,  325 

Ephrata,  Pa.,  390 

Episcopal  Church:  1785  Philadelphia  Convention  of,  676;  reconstitution  of,  700-701 

Erwin,  James,  Barbary  States  captive,  687 

Essex  Journal,  66,  358,  638 

Eveleigh,  Nicholas:  nominated  treasury  commissioner,  490,  509;  mendoned,  357 

Evers,  Mr,  110 

Ewing,  James:  letter  to,  689;  ft  appointed  Continental  loan  officer,  689,  695;  men- 
tioned, 6 

Ewing,  John:  appointed  Pennsylvania  boundary  commissioner,  338;  appointed  Mas- 
sachusetts-New York  boundary  commissioner,  593,  722;  mentioned,  403 

Execudve  departments.  See  Board  of  treasury;  Foreign  affairs,  department  of;  War  de- 
partment 

Exports.  See  Trade 

Facilides:  allowance  of  state  fiscal  credit,  25,  495,  634,  693;  origin  explained,  298;  pro- 
portion allowed  in  1785  requisidon  debated,  502-3,  534;  mendoned,  33,  149,  277, 
332,  709 
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Falkland,  Lucius  Charles  Cary,  6th  viscount,  393 

Favi,  Francesco,  announces  opening  of  Leghorn  to  U.S.  trade,  482 

Federal  capital:  construction  authorized,  82,  85-91,  95-98,  128,  135,  147,  154,  180-81, 
185,  190-92,  201,  227-29,  468,  478;  dual  capital  plan  rejected,  134-35,  201;  construc- 
tion opposed,  182-83,  579-80;  construction  urged  by  Massachusetts,  285;  appropria- 
tion for,  366,  378,  577-78;  construction  appropriation  repealed,  654,  671;  men- 
tioned, 108,  157,  179,  193,  224,  308,  324 

Federal  convention.  See  Constitutional  convention 

Fendall,  Mr.,  23 

Ferdinand  IV,  king  of  Naples:  opens  port  to  U.S.  trade,  481-82;  mentioned,  374 

Ferguson,  E.James,  The  Power  of  the  Purse,  253,  299 

Ferrar,  Mr.,  110 

Few,  William,  elected  to  Congress,  xix 

Fielding,  Henry,  "An  Essay  on  the  Knowledge  of  the  Characters  of  Men,"  514 

Finance.  See  Accounts;  Board  of  treasury;  Continental  loan  office;  Facilities;  Impost, 
Continental;  Lands,  western,  as  revenue  source;  Morris,  Robert;  Paper  currency;  Req- 
uisitions; Taxation 

Finley,  Ceorge,  seeks  Franklin  statehood,  119 

Finnie,  William,  163 

Fish,  432,  631 

Fisher,  John,  235,  312,  376,  424,  626 

Fisher,  William,  1 1 

Fisher  family  (of  Philadelphia),  283 

Fitch,  Col.,  570,  639,  682 

Fitzgerald,  John:  letters  to,  36,  67,  374;  mentioned,  527 

Fitzpatrick.John  C,  119 

Fleming,  William:  letter  to,  446;  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  439,  444, 
446,  470,  609,  616,  637,  644,  650,  697,  708,  711,  722 

Fleury,  Francois-Louis  Teissedre  de,  54 

Flint,  Royal,  appointed  commissioner  of  accounts  for  Massachusetts,  593 

Floridablanca,  Jose  de  Monino  y  Redondo,  conde  de:  letter  to,  664;  •&  announces  Gar- 
doqui  mission,  630,  664—65;  and  Jonas  Hartwell  affair,  657,  663-64;  mentioned,  197 

Floyd,  William,  110 

Folkersamb.John:  letters  to,  278,  395;  mentioned,  170 

Foreign  affairs:  European  war  feared,  12,  16,  29,  76,  80,  91,  117,  136,  248,  265,  364-65, 
526;  Austro-Dutch  peace  negotiations  reported,  122,  174;  secrecy  rule  violated,  136. 
See  abo  Barbary  States;  Loans,  foreign;  Trade;  Treaty  of  Paris;  and  individual  countries 

Foreign  affairs,  department  of:  John  Jay  appointed  secretary  for,  52;  diplomatic  estab- 
lishment plans,  71-73,  76-77,  89,  100,  157,  159,  226,  289,  454;  secrecy  imposed  on 
foreign  dispatches,  108,  178;  three-year  term  for  ministers  proposed,  248;  consular  es- 
tablishment plans,  578,  666,  684;  mentioned,  509.  See  also  Jay,  John 

Foreign  officers.  See  Continental  officers 

Forman,  Samuel,  seeks  revival  of  court  of  appeals,  209 

Forrest,  Uriah,  545 

Fort  Mcintosh,  164,  310,  390,  480,  543 

Fort  Pitt:  title  to  contested,  490-92,  506,  558;  and  postal  service,  577,  655;  mentioned, 
198,  390 

Fort  Rensselaer:  garrisoned,  53;  provisioned,  54 

Fort  Stanwix,  garrison  reassigned,  53 

Foster,  Abiel:  letters  from,  51,  104,  1 10,  114,  184,  225,  290,  296,  307,  414,  445,  483,  528, 
560,  566,  573;  -ti  attends  Congress,  xxii,  51,  1 10;  elected  to  Congress,  xxii;  grand  com- 
mittee, 45,  296;  opposes  federal  capital  construction,  154,  183,  225;  Augustus  F.lholm 
accounts  committee,  371;  lodgings,  408;  delegate  expenses,  415;  recommends  Ed- 
ward Dowse,  483;  delegate  attendance,  623,  703;  committee  on  Thomas  Wallcut 
claim,  658;  returns  home,  671,  686;  mentioned,  71,  97,  1 15,  233,  310,  548,  684 

Foster,  Isaac,  estate  of,  360 
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Fowle,  Daniel,  237 

Fowler,  Mr.,  599 

Fowler,  Jacob,  423 

Fowler,  William  M.,  William  Kllery:  A  Mode  Island  Politico  and  Lord  of  Admiralty,  568 

Fox,  Mr.,  598 

Fox,  Edward:  hospital  accounts  commissioner,  171;  mentioned,  161,  717 

France:  U.S.  trade  with,  45,  69;  consular  convention  with  U.S.  delayed,  70;  fears  default 
of  American  loans,  125,  155,  332;  requests  Longchamps'  extradition,  200,  214,  222; 
announces  West  Indies  trade  regulations,  300,  334-35;  drops  Longchamps  extradi- 
tion demand,  541,  544,  554;  protests  American  trade  restrictions,  678.  See  also  Barbe- 
Marbois,  Francois,  marquis  de;  Louis  XVI;  Otto,  Louis-Guillaume;  Vergennes,  Charles 
Gravier,  comte  de 

Francis,  Tench:  identified,  364;  letter  to,  363;  ft  seeks  payment  on  radons  contract, 
419-20 

Franking  privilege,  of  congressional  delegates,  55 

Franklin:  statehood  movement  opposed,  1 17-20;  declares  independence,  430,  434,  456, 
463;  separatists  opposed,  695;  mentioned,  375,  710 

Franklin,  Benjamin:  letters  to,  61,  68,  70,  644,  700,  702,  721;  ft  tenders  resignation,  69, 
73,  76,  157,  193,  217,  247;  instructed  on  consular  convention,  70,  560;  explains 
French  fears  of  U.S.  loan  default,  125;  dispatches  received,  153,  225,  374;  authorized 
to  negotiate  commercial  treades,  242;  resignadon  accepted,  252;  elected  president  of 
Pennsylvania,  507,  535,  717,  721;  returns  to  America,  639,  643;  opposidon  to,  651;  ne- 
gotiates consular  convendon,  666;  requests  appointment  for  grandson,  721-22;  men- 
tioned, 54,  65,  71,  77,  122,  136,  147,  178,  275,  289,  312,  345,  385,  418,  451,  646,  709 

Franklin,  Maria  Bowen  (Mrs.  Walter),  rents  house  to  Congress,  123 

Franklin,  Walter,  123 

Franklin,  William  Temple:  Condnental  post  for  sought,  721-22;  mendoned,  454,  651 

Frauncis,  Samuel,  309 

Frazer,  Mr.,  395 

Frederick  the  Great,  224,  364,  365,  383,  526,  529 

Frederick  County,  Va.,  449 

Freeman 's  Journal,  43 

French  Arms  Tavern,  congressional  sessions  at,  xxviii,  6 

Fronder  posts:  British  retendon,  3-5,  16,  19-20,  24,  27,  31,  36-37,  75,  79,  230,  331,  588; 
British  evacuadon  demanded,  72 

Furman,  Moore,  6 

Fur  trade:  on  northern  fronder,  4;  Canadian,  588 

Gage,  Thomas,  492 

Galbraith,  Robert,  appointed  Fort  Pitt  commissioner,  492,  506,  558 

Galbraith,  Thomas,  appointed  Fort  Pitt  commissioner,  492,  506,  558 

Gale,  Benjamin:  identified,  159;  letter  to,  158 

Galvez,  Bernardo  de:  expels  Georgians  from  Natchez,  505;  mendoned,  76,  197 

Galvez,  Jose  de,  announces  closure  of  Mississippi  River  navigation,  99 

Gardner,  Mr.,  620 

Gardner,  Joseph:  letters  from,  120,  144,  173,  175,  180,  255,  276,  652,  673,  690;  ft  at- 
tends Congress,  xxv,  6,  38;  elected  to  Congress,  xxv;  grand  committee,  45;  and 
Wyoming  Valley  claims,  173-75;  laments  mobility  of  Congress,  181;  recommends 
Pennsylvania  Packet,  238;  on  western  land  policy,  277;  committee  on  secretary's  depart- 
ment, 307;  delegate  attendance,  616,  623,  703;  on  Pennsylvania's  Condnental  claims, 
653;  mendoned,  233,  310,  492,  579 

Gardoqui,  Don  Diego  Maria  de:  letters  to,  664,  721;  ft  American  mission  announced, 
51,  195,  197,  199-200;  arrives  at  Philadelphia,  406,  409,  415,  418;  arrives  at  New  York, 
481,  664;  congressional  audience  for,  499,  504,  509,  512,  556;  protests  Georgia  en- 
croachment on  West  Florida,  505;  and  Jay  negodadons,  526-27,  529,  533;  aid  sought 
in  recovery  of  runaway  servant,  566-67;  and  Jonas  Hartwell  estate,  664;  relations  with 
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Massachusetts  delegates,  664,  721;  mentioned,  xxx,  226,  264,  323,  345,  355,  380,  399, 
401,  405,  431,  432,  451,  456,  475,  493,  557,  563,  577,  601,  630,  632,  668,  679 

Gardoqui,  Joseph,  and  Jonas  Hartwell  estate,  657,  663-64 

Gassaway,  Henry,  arrests  Henry  Carbery,  105 

Gates,  Horatio,  34,  152 

Gazette  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  350 

Gazette  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  312 

Genoa,  243 

Gentoos  (Hindus),  33 

Geographer  of  the  United  States:  reappointed,  408;  mentioned,  338.  See  also  Hutchins, 
Thomas 

George  III,  king  of  England:  receives  John  Adams,  525,  527,  529,  531,  533-34;  men- 
tioned, 225,  561,  700 

Georgia:  unrepresented,  85,  268,  279,  284,  294,  363,  385;  opposes  Continental  impost, 
178,  227,  348-50,  362;  seeks  curtailment  of  Indian  lands,  285;  and  facilities  allowance, 
300;  failure  to  support  the  union  charged,  301-2;  Indian  policy  of,  303;  Continental 
surveyor  for  appointed,  413,  565;  commissioner  of  Continental  accounts  appointed, 
474-75;  denounced  for  West  Florida  encroachment,  505.  See  also  Elbert,  Samuel; 
Georgia-South  Carolina  boundary  dispute;  Houstoun,  John 

Georgia  Assembly,  opposition  to  Continental  impost  denounced,  349-50,  362 

Georgia  delegates:  letter  to,  237;  attendance,  548,  623,  703 

Georgia-South  Carolina  boundary  dispute,  federal  hearings  set,  426,  435 

Gerry,  Elbridge:  letters  from,  55,  82,  85,  112,  131,  169,  172,  173,  184,  192,  211,  215,  216, 
245,  246,  457,  500,  509,  514,  525,  538,  544,  571,  583,  584,  590,  598,  608,  610,  617,  618, 
631,  641,  650,  651,  659,  660,  672,  674,  681,  687,  694,  704,  705,  711,  713,  715,  722;  let- 
ters to,  32,  278,  284,  299,  300,  321,  344,  357,  367,  384,  390,  396,  399,  405,  407,  433, 
614;  ■&  attends  Congress,  xxi,  500;  elected  to  Congress,  xxi;  and  Massachusetts-New 
York  land  dispute,  47-48,  55,  112,  131,  172-73,  457-58,  650,  659,  681,  711-12,  722; 
committee  on  Mississippi  navigation,  50;  committee  on  trade  regulation,  78,  207; 
characterized,  94;  urges  construction  of  federal  capital,  128,  655,  671;  committee  on 
court  of  appeals,  209;  on  trade  policy,  217,  631;  returns  home,  220,  252;  delegate  at- 
tendance, 245,  623,  703;  recommends  Rufus  King,  246;  urges  time  limit  for  Continen- 
tal claims,  275-76;  committee  on  Virginia  cession,  304;  seeks  Charles  Thomson's  re- 
moval, 307;  protests  peacetime  recruitment,  324;  purchases  books,  386,  660,  687-88; 
sues  to  recover  debt,  500,  514,  538,  598;  on  fiscal  policy,  510;  opposes  Society  of  the 
Cincinnati,  544—45,  614,  617;  challenges  Massachusetts  assembly  on  constitutional 
convention  call,  571,  610-14;  recommends  Stephen  Sayre,  584-85;  on  copper 
coinage,  618;  attacks  Benjamin  Franklin,  651;  opposes  general  revision  of  the  confed- 
eration, 651;  urges  congressional  regulation  of  trade,  651;  committee  on  Thomas 
Paine  grant,  655;  recommends  John  Clark,  674;  opposes  separatist  movements,  704; 
on  fiscal  quotas,  705;  advises  limiting  increases  of  congressional  power,  716;  delegate 
expenses,  720;  mentioned,  22,  71,  78,  110,  232,  254,  258,  341,  515,  548,  609,  656,  714 

Gerry,  Samuel  R.,  688 

Gervais.John  Lewis:  letter  to,  202;  £(  appointed  treasury  commissioner,  14,  78,  103,  132, 
143,  145,  151,  177,  193,  202,  230;  declines  treasury  appointment,  134,  202,  306,  326, 
490;  mentioned,  121,  147,  157,  159,  219,  322,  357 

Gibbons,  William:  letter  to,  674;  -fr  attends  Congress,  xx,  5;  elected  to  Congress,  xx;  and 
Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  47-48,  84,  444;  peace  treaty  committee,  282; 
delegate  attendance,  479 

Gibbs,  George,  699 

Gilchrist,  Adam,  489 

Gill,  James,  440 

Gill,  Moses,  letters  to,  13,  281,  360,  457 

Gill,  Robert,  440 

Gillon,  Alexander:  elected  to  Congress,  xxvi;  mentioned,  74,  441 

Goddard,  William:  letter  to,  245;  mentioned,  238 
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Goebel,  Julius,  The  Law  Practice  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  49 

Goethe,  Johan  Wolfgang  von.  The  Sorrows  and  Sympathetic  Attachment  of  Werther,  254 

Gojard,  Monsr.,  312 

Gold:  exchange  rate,  449;  coinage,  529-30;  mentioned,  241,  404 

Goldsborough,  Robert:  and  Henry  Carbery  extradition,  105 

Goodhue,  Benjamin,  identified,  641 

Goodrich,  Chauncey,  letter  to,  56 

Goodwin,  George:  letter  to,  317;  mentioned,  237,  244 

Gordon,  William:  letters  to,  361,  581,  656;  mentioned,  550,  574,  684 

Gordon,  William,  History  of  the  Rise,  Progress,  and  Establishment  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States,  543,  657 

Gorham,  Nathaniel:  letters  to,  437,  510,  551;  tV  elected  to  Congress,  xxi,  637;  Continen- 
tal impost  committee,  180;  Massachusetts  House  speaker,  438,  552;  mentioned,  71 

Governor  Clinton  (ship),  419,  427 

Graham,  Mr.,  67,  367 

Graham,  Catharine  Macaulay  (Mrs.  William):  History  of  England,  345,  386;  visits  Mount 
Vernon,  372-73;  mentioned,  384,  397,  511,  562 

Graham,  Richard,  264 

Graham,  William:  visits  Mount  Vernon,  372-73;  mentioned,  264,  384,  511 

Grand,  Ferdinand:  on  U.S.  fiscal  health,  155;  and  French  debt  interest,  709;  mentioned,  312 

Grand  Committee:  minutes  of  proceedings,  45,  149;  ■&  prepares  1785  fiscal  estimates, 
155,  296-300;  reports  1785  estimates,  258;  reports  facilities  allowance,  300;  men- 
tioned, 147,  277 

Grayson,  William:  letters  from,  261,  280,  338,  359,  364,  367,  377,  394,  406,  428,  455, 
480,  484,  529,  576,  584,  633,  654,  683,  701;  letters  to,  92,  112;  #  attends  Congress, 
xxvii,  197;  elected  to  Congress,  xxvii;  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute, 
47-48,  84,  86,  92-93,  112,  141,  193,  335,  385,  439,  444,  470;  committee  on  Connecti- 
cut cession,  214;  explains  Virginia  Assembly  gift  to  Washington,  261-64;  declines  ap- 
pointment to  federal  territorial  court,  280;  committee  on  Seth  Harding  claim,  291; 
land  ordinance  committee,  338—40;  committee  on  Mary  Wooster  petition,  349;  on 
land  ordinance,  359,  377;  health,  364;  on  foreign  affairs,  364—65;  opposes  federal  cap- 
ital appropriation,  366-67,  378;  committee  on  commissary  of  prisoners  expenses, 
398;  committee  on  quartermaster  department,  416;  committee  on  North  Carolina 
cession,  437;  fears  western  separatists,  456;  committee  on  western  squatters,  482;  com- 
mittee on  Spanish  protest,  505;  committee  on  foreign  officer  claims,  511;  on  aug- 
menting congressional  power,  512;  recruitment  committee,  543;  on  paper  currency, 
576;  on  Kentucky  statehood,  577;  recommends  Stephen  Sayre,  584—85;  opposes  for- 
eign loans,  602;  delegate  attendance,  623,  703;  on  fiscal  policy,  633-34;  signs  Arthur 
Lee  bond,  647;  committee  on  Thomas  Paine  grant,  655;  and  Samuel  Hardy's  death, 
693;  Samuel  Hardy  funeral  committee,  701-2;  mentioned,  20,  194,  233,  279,  284,  303, 
324,  325,  415,  533 

Great  Britain:  retains  fronder  posts,  3-5,  16,  19-20,  24,  27,  31,  36-37,  230;  trade  policy, 
4,  21-22,  25,  27,  433,  448,  539-40;  war  sentiment  in,  16,  21-22;  disputes  U.S.  bound- 
ary, 88;  and  Anglo-American  trade  negotiations,  224,  249,  326,  588,  639-40,  686,  698, 
706;  charged  with  treaty  violadons,  266-67;  and  impressed  American  seamen,  426; 
prison  ship  conditions,  442;  trade  restrictions  against,  509,  555,  557,  677-78,  714-15, 
718;  naval  protest  lodged  against  Massachusetts,  575-76,  583-84;  influence  over  the 
Indians  feared,  659-60;  and  Irish  policy,  679;  mentioned,  242.  See  also  George  III 

Green,  John:  China  voyage,  390;  mentioned,  419 

Green,  Thomas,  confronts  Spanish  officials  at  Natchez,  505 

Greene,  Christopher,  half-pay  benefits,  583 

Greene,  Nathanael:  letters  to,  489,  643;  •&  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  57; 
land  interests,  489;  mentioned,  10,  240,  688 

Greene,  Thomas,  accounts,  478,  586 

Greene,  William:  letters  to,  13,  38,  41,  85,  125,  146,  176,  223,  275,  295,  343,  361,  41 1, 
420,  447,  537,  547,  567,  583,  584,  586,  595,  597,  606,  625,  669,  689,  699,  702,  706; 
mentioned,  235 
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Gregory,  Stephen,  628 

Griffin,  Cyrus:  letter  to,  496;  ft  court  of  appeals  judge,  209;  court  of  appeals  salary  ter- 
minated, 496-97 

Griswold,  Matthew:  identified,  127;  letters  to,  13,  38,  41,  85,  125,  126,  213,  223,  275,  330, 
363,  400,  411,  420,  447,  498,  537,  547,  569,  595,  597,  606,  624,  669,  689,  702;  ft  sup- 
ports Wyoming  Valley  claimants,  113,  127,  213;  menuoned,  584 

Groce,  George,  William  Samuel  Johnson:  A  Maker  of  the  Constitution,  159,  696 

Grotius,  Hugo,  The  Rights  of  War  and  Peace,  688 

Guerard,  Benjamin:  letters  to,  28,  30,  41,  74,  85,  95,  98,  125,  132,  134,  159,  199,  200; 
mendoned,  371 

Guest,  Capt.,  553 

Guild,  Reuben  A.,  Early  History  of  Brown  University,  650 

Gum  rubrum  astringens  Gambiense,  685 

Gunjon,  Mr.,  354 

Habersham,  John:  letters  from,  474,  488,  674;  ft  attends  Congress,  xx,  479;  elected  to 
Congress,  xx;  delegate  attendance,  623,  675,  703;  mentioned,  310,  311,  526,  626 

Habersham,  Joseph,  elected  to  Congress,  xx 

Hale,  Mordecai:  letter  to,  131;  ft  seeks  disability  pension,  131;  mentioned,  161 

Half-pay  plan,  and  widows'  benefits,  62 

Hall,  David,  404 

Hall,  David,  Jr.,  404 

Hall,  John:  letter  to,  647;  elected  to  Congress,  xx 

Hall,  Joseph,  letter  to,  713 

Hall,  Van  Beck,  Politics  without  Parties,  Massachusetts,  1780-1791,  345,  572 

Hall,  William:  identified,  404;  letter  to,  403;  mendoned,  402,  405 

Hall  &  Sellers:  letters  to,  43,  236;  mendoned,  404 

Hallet,  Eliza,  423 

Hallett,  James,  364 

Hamburg,  Germany,  243 

Hamilton,  Alexander:  appointed  counsel  in  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  49; 
"Phocion"  letters,  159 

Hamilton,  Alexander,  The  Law  Practice  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  49 

Hamlet  (William  Shakespeare),  quoted,  422 

Hancock,  John:  letters  to,  6,  13,  31,  39,  41,  85,  86,  125,  143,  172,  223,  226,  275,  295,  342, 
343;  ft  elected  to  Congress,  xxi,  637,  657;  recognizes  Swedish  consul,  188,  239;  re- 
signs as  governor,  194;  urges  congressional  reguladon  of  trade,  369;  menuoned,  235, 
344,  466,  467,  629 

Hand,  Edward:  letter  to,  93;  ft  elected  to  Congress,  xxv;  committee  on  Ezra  Badlam  ap- 
peal, 629 

Hanover,  679 

Hard,  Mr.,  443,  535 

Harding,  Seth:  seeks  settlement  of  accounts,  291;  menuoned,  309 

Hardy,  Joseph,  312,  628,  666 

Hardy,  Samuel:  letters  from,  12,  17,  30,  37,  49,  117,  189,  303,  308,  438,  453,  484,  584, 
602;  ft  attends  Congress,  xxvii,  17;  elected  to  Congress,  xxvii;  Fort  Stanwix  Treaty 
committee,  40;  grand  committee,  45;  committee  on  Mississippi  navigation,  50;  for- 
eign dispatches  committee,  61;  counterfeiting  committee,  104;  Indian  affairs  commit- 
tee, 137;  lodgings,  151;  foreign  affairs  committee,  152;  peace  treaty  committee,  189, 
282;  and  federal  capital  location,  190-92;  proposes  congressional  regulation  of  trade, 
207;  committee  on  consular  recognition,  239;  Pierre  Landais  claim  committee,  274; 
committee  on  Continental  claims,  276;  treasury  committee,  280;  delegate  attendance, 
309,  455,  623,  703;  recommends  James  Armstrong,  309;  committee  on  Kaskaskia  peti- 
tion, 328;  purchases  Catharine  Macaulay's  History  of  England,  344,  386;  courtship,  438; 
on  augmenting  congressional  power,  512;  recommends  Stephen  Sayre,  584-85;  signs 
Arthur  Lee  bond,  647;  opposes  construction  of  federal  capital,  655;  suffers  hemor- 
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rhages,  683;  death  of,  686,  693-94,  701-2,  709-10;  mentioned,  36,  72,  163,  202,  233, 
296,  329,  394 

Haring,  John:  letter  from,  644;  ft  attends  Congress,  xxiii;  elected  to  Congress,  xxiii,  357; 
delegate  attendance,  357,  623,  703;  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  644 

Harmar,  Josiah:  letter  to,  682;  ft  expels  squatters,  390,  480-81,  491;  recruitment  orders, 
543;  and  Six  Nations  council,  589;  ordered  to  support  Indian  commissioners,  682; 
mentioned,  310,  579,  588,  684 

Harnett,  Josiah,  424 

Harper,  Joseph:  letter  to,  522;  and  loss  of  schooner  Liberty,  522 

Harris,  Caleb:  letter  to,  413;  ft  appointed  Continental  surveyor,  413,  476-78,  564;  men- 
tioned, 376 

Harrison,  Benjamin:  letters  to,  12,  17,  30;  mentioned,  19,  393,  710 

Harrison,  Joseph,  109,  343,  451,  467 

Harrison,  Robert  Hanson:  letters  to,  92,  112;  ft  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dis- 
pute, 47-48,  57-58,  84,  86,  92-93,  112,  141,  193,  279,  335,  385,  440,  470;  nominated 
minister  to  the  Netherlands,  289,  327,  357,  380,  456;  mentioned,  187,  284,  423 

Harrison,  William,  656 

Hartford,  Conn.,  49,  139,  318 

Hartwell.John:  identified,  518;  letter  to,  518;  mentioned,  129 

Hartwell,  Jonas:  imprisoned  by  Spanish  Inquisition,  657,  663-64;  mentioned,  518 

Harvard  College:  receives  gift  of  Don  Quixote,  657,  663,  668 

Harwood,  Agnes:  identified,  439;  letter  to,  438;  courtship,  438 

Harwood,  Samuel,  439 

Harwood,  Thomas,  letter  to,  525 

Hastings,  Selena.  See  Huntington,  countess  of 

Havana,  Cuba,  418,  491 

Hawkins,  Benjamin:  letters  to,  287,  629,  659;  ft  appointed  Indian  commissioner,  138, 
285-87,  293,  381;  and  Indian  treaty  expenses,  629-30;  mentioned,  260 

Hay,  Udny:  accounts,  464;  and  postal  proposal,  578;  mentioned,  310 

Hay,  646 

Hazard,  Ebenezer:  letter  to,  665;  ft  moves  office  to  New  York,  314;  recommends  new 
postal  routes,  578,  665;  mentioned,  493,  638 

Hazen,  Moses:  challenges  Vermont  grant,  697;  mentioned,  313 

Helena  (ship),  497 

Hellstedt,  Charles:  appointed  Swedish  consul  at  Philadelphia,  53;  mentioned,  122,  239 

Henry,  John:  letter  from,  449;  ft  attends  Congress,  xx,  29,  268,  278;  elected  to  Congress, 
xx,  29,  294;  committee  on  Ceorgia-South  Carolina  boundary  dispute,  427;  delegate 
attendance,  476,  494;  mendoned,  233,  269,  294,  310,  496 

Henry,  Patrick:  letters  to,  37,  41,  49,  75,  85,  97,  117,  125,  189,  194,  223,  275,  286,  303, 
343,  394,  411,  420,  447,  484,  537,  584,  595,  597,  602,  624,  669,  689,  701,  702;  ft 
elected  governor  of  Virginia,  50;  opposes  western  separatists,  120;  mendoned,  163, 
233,  393,  439,  546,  634,  716 

Henry,  William:  letters  from,  144,  173,  175,  220,  255,  288;  ft  attends  Congress,  xxv,  6, 
38,  144;  elected  to  Congress,  xxv;  portrait,  xxx,  221;  grand  committee,  45,  149;  com- 
mittee on  Dickinson  College  petition,  149,  154;  and  Wyoming  Valley  claims,  173-75; 
committee  on  Silas  Deane  accounts,  210;  committee  on  Connecticut  cession,  214; 
lodgings,  408;  mentioned,  121,  163,  181,  233 

Herbert,  William,  634 

Hewes  &  Anthony,  362,  699 

Hewes,  Smith  &  Allen,  266 

Heyward,  Mr.,  12 

Hichborn,  Benjamin,  316 

Higginson,  Stephen,  urges  congressional  reguladon  of  trade,  369 

Hill,  Aaron,  166 

Hillegas,  Michael:  letter  to,  549;  ft  ordered  to  move  treasurers  office  to  New  York,  314, 
549;  delays  move  of  treasurers  office  to  New  York,  431,  465-66;  resignation  rumored, 
608;  mentioned,  13,  234,  312,  607,  688 
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Hillhouse,  Mr.,  646 

Hillhouse,  William,  elected  to  Congress,  xviii,  570 

Hills,  John,  xxviii 

Hilt/heimer, Jacob,  24 

Hindman,  |ames,  476 

Hindman,  William:  letters  from,  182,  294,  297,  343,  449,  475,  523,  536,  634,  656,  660;  ft 
attends  Congress,  xx,  29;  elected  to  Congress,  xx,  29,  294;  portrait,  xxxiii,  477;  op- 
poses federal  capital  construction,  182;  land  speculation  proposal,  343;  committee  on 
quartermaster  department,  416;  plans  Continental  currency  purchase,  523,  660-61; 
delegate  attendance,  623,  703;  warned  of  fiscal  impropriety,  635;  witnesses  bond,  647; 
mentioned,  233,  310 

Hindus  (Gentoos),  33 

Hirsch,  Adam  J.,  The  Rise  of  the  Penitentiary:  Prisons  and  Punishment  in  Early  America,  473 

Hobart.John  Sloss,  109 

Hodgdon,  Samuel:  letters  to,  169,  211,  500,  514,  538,  598,  608;  ft  reports  on  Carlisle 
barracks,  149,  155;  mentioned,  688 

Hoit,  Capt.,  535,  647 

Holker  (Pennsylvania  privateer),  267 

Holland.  See  Netherlands,  United  Provinces  of  the 

Hollister,  Capt.,  259,  334 

Holmes,  Oliver  W.,  "Shall  Stagecoaches  Carry  the  Mail?,"  578 

Holroyd.John  Baker.  .Sec  Sheffield,  1st  earl  of 

Holt,  John,  letters  to,  43,  236 

Holt,  Nathan:  identified,  474;  letter  to,  473 

Holten.Jethro,  40 

Holten,  Mary  Warner  (Mrs.  Samuel),  55 

Holten,  Samuel:  letters  from,  6,  13,  31,  39,  40,  46,  55,  60,  86,  87,  91,  95,  112,  127,  128, 
131,  143,  164,  170,  172,  173,  184,  204,  226,  227,  278,  281,  318,  320,  350,  351,  354,  360, 
361,  379,  387,  391,  395,  399,  407,  408,  429,  437,  443,  457,  460,  466,  473,  510,  515,  518, 
530,  545,  551,  561,  571,  574,  581,  582,  583,  585,  590,  599,  610,  614,  620,  626,  640,  641, 
650,  656,  657,  658,  663,  667,  668,  670,  681,  684,  689,  713,  717,  721,  722;  letter  to,  55; 
ft  attends  Congress,  xxi,  6,  12,  21;  elected  to  Congress,  xxi;  Fort  Stanwix  Treaty  com- 
mittee, 40;  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  47-48,  55,  112,  131,  172-73, 
318-19,  457-58,  681,  722;  foreign  dispatches  committee,  61;  delegate  attendance,  87, 
623,  703;  lodgings,  87,  387,  408,  671;  Continental  impost  committee,  102;  counterfeit- 
ing committee,  104;  opposes  adjournment  to  New  York,  127-28;  hires  servant,  129; 
Indian  affairs  committee,  137;  war  office  committee,  170;  committee  on  Connecticut 
cession,  214;  on  treaty  obligations,  281;  health,  299;  committee  on  Samuel  Kirkland 
petition,  315,  350;  livery  arrangements,  354;  on  trade  policy,  392;  and  three-year  limi- 
tation, 407,  438,  510,  551-52,  621,  667;  committee  on  treasurers  office,  466;  urges  re- 
strictions on  British  trade,  561;  challenges  Massachusetts  assembly  on  constitutional 
convention  call,  571,  610-14;  urges  revising  the  confederation,  581;  appointed  chair- 
man of  Congress,  582,  603;  and  servant  wages,  599;  and  Jonas  Hartwell  estate,  657, 
663—64;  opposes  federal  capital  construction,  671;  on  Thanksgiving  Day  observances, 
713;  returns  home,  713;  mentioned,  16,  71,  233,  284,  309,  327,  673,  705 

Hooe,  Richard,  and  Barbary  States  captives,  687 

Hooper,  Robert,  500 

Hooper,  William,  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  47-48,  58,  84,  444,  644 

Hoops,  Adam:  letter  to,  413;  ft  appointed  Continental  surveyor,  413,  564;  mentioned, 
376 

Hopkins, John,  161,  233 

Hornblower,  Josiah,  elected  to  Congress,  xxiii 

Horses,  price,  23 

Hoskins,  William,  letter  to,  466 

Hospital  department:  accounts,  171;  southern  department  claims,  128;  settlement  of  ac- 
counts ordered,  446;  steward  compensation,  658;  mentioned,  505 

Houdon.Jean  Antoine:  plans  bust  of  Washington,  709,  712,  717;  mentioned,  716 
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Houston,  William  C.i  letters  from,  267,  513;  ft  attends  Congress,  xxiii;  elected  to 
Congress,  xxiii;  delegate  attendance,  38-39,  268,  333,  514;  grand  committee,  45;  for- 
eign dispatches  committee,  61;  committee  on  steam  navigation,  65;  on  fiscal  policy, 
514;  mentioned,  517 

Houstoun.John:  letters  to,  41,  85,  125;  nominated  minister  to  the  Netherlands,  327 

Houstoun,  William:  letters  from,  300,  479;  ft  attends  Congress,  xx,  5;  elected  to 
Congress,  xx;  grand  committee,  45;  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  47-48, 
84,  444;  committee  on  Mississippi  navigation,  50;  committee  on  trade  regulation,  78, 
207;  Indian  affairs  committee,  137;  laments  loss  of  Georgia's  reputation,  301-2;  dele- 
gate attendance,  302,  623,  675,  703;  delegate  expenses,  302,  479;  post  office  commit- 
tee, 578;  mentioned,  95,  233,  237,  375,  376,  385,  475,  526 

Howe,  Mr.,  23 

Howe,  Robert:  letter  to,  565;  ft  appointed  Indian  commissioner,  565,  632;  mentioned, 
424 

Howell,  David:  letters  from,  107,  148,  176,  206,  321,  361,  476,  501,  583,  586,  706;  ft  at- 
tends Congress,  xxvi,  107;  elected  to  Congress,  xxvi;  grand  committee,  45,  149-50, 
156;  committee  on  half-pay  benefits,  62;  characterized,  94;  Continental  impost  com- 
mittee, 102;  seeks  settlement  of  state  accounts,  107,  652;  opposes  secrecy  resolution, 
108;  committee  on  Dickinson  College  petition,  149,  154;  seeks  war  department  reduc- 
tion, 170;  on  fiscal  policy,  176-78,  476-78;  chairs  revenue  committee,  180;  Indian  af- 
fairs committee,  198;  proposes  congressional  newspaper  subscriptions,  237;  delegate 
expenses,  252,  362,  589,  708;  Thomas  Walker  claim  committee,  274;  opposes  Conti- 
nental impost,  285;  committee  on  secretary's  department,  307;  committee  on  Samuel 
Kirkland  petition,  315,  350;  committee  on  Kaskaskia  petition,  328;  committee  on  ter- 
ritorial slavery,  342;  committee  on  Mary  Wooster  petition,  349;  on  Continental  im- 
post, 362;  delegate  attendance,  387,  501,  623,  703;  committee  on  commissary  of  pris- 
oners expenses,  398;  lodgings,  403;  committee  on  sea  letters,  419;  urges  appointment 
of  federal  capital  commissioner,  478;  committee  on  western  squatters,  482;  commit- 
tee on  foreign  officer  claims,  511;  recruitment  committee,  543;  on  fiscal  quota  rules, 
587;  on  congressional  regulation  of  trade,  588;  committee  on  Thomas  Paine  grant, 
655;  supports  Vermont  statehood,  696;  supports  separatist  movements,  711;  men- 
tioned, xxxiii,  56,  72,  232,  233,  258,  296,  310,  311,  312,  327,  426 

Howell,  John,  424 

Howell,  Joseph,  Jr.:  identified,  104;  letters  to,  104,  184,  307,  370;  ft  investigates  counter- 
feiting, 104;  letter  quoted,  308;  mentioned,  114 

Huddy-Asgill  affair,  527 

Hudson,  Barzillai:  letter  to,  317;  mentioned,  237,  244 

Huffnagle,  Michael,  appointed  Fort  Pitt  commissioner,  492,  506,  558 

Humphreys,  David,  454 

Hunt,  Gaillard,  119 

Huntington,  Samuel,  letter  to,  356 

Huntington,  Selena  Hastings,  countess  of,  seeks  land  grant  to  promote  Indian  mission, 
223-25 

Hurd,  Mr.,  646 

Hurricane,  damages  North  Carolina,  674 

Hurst,  John,  265 

Hutchins,  Thomas:  letters  to,  337,  413,  494,  564;  ft  appointed  Pennsylvania  boundary 
commissioner,  338;  reappointed  Continental  Geographer,  338;  ordered  to  conduct 
western  survey,  401,  413;  employs  Indian  guides,  494;  appointed  Massachusetts-New 
York  boundary  commissioner,  593,  722;  mentioned,  491,  678,  684 

Hutchinson,  Israel:  letters  to,  39,  170,  395,  582;  mentioned,  129 

Hutchinson,  Thomas,  The  History  of  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  213 

Hyde,  John,  ships  Charles  Thomson's  furniture,  388-89 

Hyder  Ally,  411 

Illinois  country:  U.S.  commissioner  to  appointed,  232;  mentioned,  328 
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Illinois  Indians,  251 

Imlay,  William,  appointed  commissioner  of  accounts  for  Massachusetts,  593 

Imports.  See  Trade 

Impost,  Continental:  adopted  by  Connecticut,  73,  214;  revival  sought,  101-2;  opposition 
to,  178,  227,  273,  284,  332,  355;  adopted  by  Rhode  Island,  276,  285,  297;  rejected  by 
New  York,  291-92,  297,  343,  348,  361-62;  Georgia  opposition  to,  348-50;  adoption 
urged,  597;  mentioned,  17,  37,  91,  127,  132,  147,  438 

Indentured  servants,  cost,  493-94 

Independent  Chronicle  (Boston),  238 

Independent  Gazetteer  (Philadelphia),  43 

Independent  ledger  (Boston),  369 

Indian  affairs  committee,  232 

Indian  affairs,  eastern  department,  John  Allan  expenses,  315 

Indian  affairs,  middle  department:  additional  Indian  cessions  desired,  277,  285,  381-83, 
416,  455-56,  480;  commissioners  instructed,  293;  treaty  site  redesignated,  512;  com- 
missioners appointed,  536,  565,  642,  645;  troop  support  requested,  681-82;  men- 
tioned, 395 

Indian  affairs,  northern  department:  Indian  unrest  reported,  3;  Continental-New  York 
rivalry  reported,  5;  cession  of  Indian  land  claims  sought,  18 

Indian  affairs,  southern  department:  Indian  pacification  sought,  49;  Spanish  influence 
in  lamented,  64;  additional  Indian  cessions  desired,  137-38,  274,  285-87,  301,  394; 
commissioners  appointed,  138,  285-87,  381;  sectional  interests  and  appointment  of 
Indian  commissioners,  293-94;  and  treaty  expenses,  629-30,  633;  prevention  of  In- 
dian confederation  urged,  659-60;  mentioned,  96,  99,  259,  414 

Indians:  land  claims  curtailed,  26,  29,  198,  206,  217,  225,  240,  252,  277,  288,  362, 
389-90;  English  mission  to  proposed,  223-25;  gifts  for  authorized,  464-65;  employed 
by  Continental  surveyors,  494;  British  influence  with,  588;  friendly  disposition  of  re- 
ported, 676,  679,  693;  mentioned,  73,  177,  212,  366,  417,  517,  543.  See  also  Cayuga  In- 
dians; Cherokee  Indians;  Chickasaw  Indians;  Chippewa  Indians;  Creek  Indians; 
Delaware  Indians;  Illinois  Indians;  Mohawk  Indians;  Oneida  Indians;  Onondaga  Indi- 
ans; Ottawa  Indians;  Piankashaw  Indians;  Potawatomi  Indians;  Seneca  Indians; 
Shawnee  Indians;  Six  Nations;  Stockbridge  Indians;  Tuscarora  Indians;  Twightwee  In- 
dians; Wabash  Indians;  Wyandot  Indians 

Indigo,  531 

Inflation.  See  Paper  currency 

Ingram,  Abraham,  seeks  payment  of  paymaster  certificate,  635 

Innes,  James,  533 

Interest:  foreign  loan  requirements,  125,  150,  176;  and  1785  estimates,  156;  current 
rates,  524;  on  French  debt,  709;  mentioned,  45,  277 

Interstate  relations:  interstate  trade  taxed,  73;  separatists  opposed,  695,  704,  710-11; 
sub-confederations  envisioned,  719.  See  also  Confederation,  Articles  of;  Franklin; 
Georgia-South  Carolina  boundary  dispute;  Kentucky;  Lands,  western;  Massachusetts- 
New  York  land  dispute;  Vermont;  Wyoming  Vallev  dispute 

Ipswich,  Mass.,  640 

Iredell,  James:  letter  to,  264;  plans  litigation,  265 

Ireland,  448,  679,  692,  718 

Ivers,  Thomas:  letters  to,  545,  574,  605,  672;  mentioned,  187 

I/.ard,  Ralph:  nominated  minister  to  the  Netherlands,  327;  mentioned,  603 

Jackass,  presented  to  George  Washington,  663 

Jackson,  Mr.,  79 

Jackson,  David:  letters  from,  429,  471,  490,  506,  516,  534,  566,  658;  ft  attends  Congress, 
xxv;  elected  to  Congress,  xxv;  on  prison  reform,  471-72;  on  Wyoming  Valley  dispute, 
506,  516;  on  congressional  regulation  of  trade,  516;  on  1785  requisition,  534;  dele- 
gate attendance,  616,  623,  703;  mentioned,  310,  31 1,  598 

Jackson,  Richard:  identified,  425;  letter  to,  424 
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Jackson  &  Dunn,  660,  687,  688 

Jacobs,  James  R.,  The  Beginning  of  the  U.S.  Army,  1783-1812,  543 

Jamaica,  166 

James  I,  king  of  England,  212 

James  River  Co.:  George  Washington's  role  in,  264;  mentioned,  418,  454 

Jameson,  John,  seeks  Franklin  statehood,  119 

January,  Benjamin,  284 

Jarvis,  Mr.,  192 

Jarvis,  Charles,  urges  congressional  regulation  of  trade,  369 

Jarvis,  John  Wesley,  xxxiii 

Jay,James,  and  Lady  Huntington's  Indian  mission  proposal,  223 

Jay,  John:  letters  from,  68,  318,  439,  457,  681;  letters  to,  130,  238,  242,  316,  351,  425, 
455,  465,  519,  524,  526,  593,  627,  630,  632,  666,  681;  -to  attends  Congress,  xxiii; 
elected  to  Congress,  xxiii;  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  46-48,  92, 
126-30,  318-19,  457-58,  659,  681,  712;  committee  on  Mississippi  navigation,  50; 
weighs  appointment  as  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  52;  appointed  secretary  for  for- 
eign affairs,  67;  opposes  consular  convention,  70,  563-64;  committee  on  trade  regula- 
tion, 78;  takes  oath  of  office,  82,  85;  Continental  impost  committee,  102;  on  powers 
of  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  152,  157;  asserts  Congress'  exclusive  authority  to  rec- 
ognize consuls,  189,  239;  acknowledges  Gardoqui  appointment,  197,  665;  and 
Longchamps  affair,  222,  288;  on  peace  treaty  violations,  267,  282;  and  foreign  ordina- 
tion of  American  clergy,  299;  submits  draft  commercial  treaty,  327;  and  slave  evacua- 
tion rolls,  351-52;  and  Massachusetts-Nova  Scotia  boundary  dispute,  355;  office  space 
needs,  391;  demands  release  of  American  seaman,  426;  commissioned  to  conduct 
Spanish  negotiations,  526-27,  529,  533,  556-57,  563;  intercedes  to  recover  runaway 
servant,  567;  on  Massachusetts  protest  of  British  naval  insults,  575;  and  consular  estab- 
lishment, 578,  666,  684;  authorized  to  inspect  the  mails,  627;  recommends  against 
American  trade  restrictions,  678,  691,  718;  mentioned,  12,  32,  65,  71,  72,  101,  109, 
160,  193,  210,  232,  251,  289,  290,  410,  432,  452,  465,  493,  509,  548,  601,  619,  628,  651 

Jefferson,  Thomas:  letters  to,  3,  63,  71,  216,  250,  290,  322,  392,  458,  460,  508,  511,  552, 
562,  584,  599,  631,  709,  716;  i?  coinage  proposals,  45;  nominated  minister  to  Spain, 
89-90;  explains  French  fears  of  U.S.  loan  default,  125;  dispatches  received,  153,  225, 
248,  374;  authorized  to  negotiate  commercial  treaties,  242;  scientific  interests,  250; 
and  Notes  on  Virginia,  251,  717;  appointed  minister  to  France,  252,  275,  279;  and  Bar- 
bary  States  negotiations,  290,  675;  and  Longchamps  affair,  327;  opposes  Arthur  Lee, 
328;  land  ordinance  report,  341;  supplies  data  on  specie  exchange  rates,  449;  on  ne- 
gotiations with  Barbary  States,  585;  on  trade  policy,  631;  on  slavery  and  sectionalism, 
716;  mentioned,  29,  68,  73,  77,  122,  178,  194,  222,  233,  268,  309,  345,  369,  380,  418, 
421,455,549,699 

Jenifer,  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas:  letters  to,  14,  268,  494,  523,  660,  661;  -ft  appointed  trea- 
sury commissioner,  14;  declines  treasury  appointment,  202;  mentioned,  15 

Jensen,  Merrill,  The  Documentary  History  of  the  Ratification  of  the  Constitution,  572 

Johnson,  Ann  Beach  (Mrs.  William  Samuel):  identified,  270;  letters  to,  269,  604;  men- 
tioned, 493,  513 

Johnson,  Charles:  elected  to  Congress,  xxiv;  delegate  attendance,  624 

Johnson,  Elizabeth,  270 

Johnson,  Guy,  168 

Johnson, John, 167 

Johnson,  Robert:  letter  to,  413;  ■&  appointed  Continental  surveyor,  413,  565;  men- 
tioned, 423 

Johnson,  Robert  Charles:  letter  to,  443;  mentioned,  165,  639 

Johnson,  Samuel  William:  letters  to,  115,  165,  480,  493,  513,  535,  638,  642,  645;  iz 
health,  115-16,  165;  mentioned,  604 

Johnson,  Thomas:  letters  to,  92,  470;  -ft  elected  to  Congress,  xx;  and  Massachusetts-New 
York  land  dispute,  47-48,  58,  84,  86,  92-93,  141,  193,  279,  470,  644,  697,  708,  722; 
nominated  treasury  commissioner,  322;  mentioned,  77,  187,  284,  423,  681 
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Johnson,  Sir  William,  168 

Johnson,  William  Samuel:  diary,  109;  letters  from,  115,  126,  138,  158,  165,  213,  269,  290, 
291,  346,  370,  373,  400,  424,  443,  480,  493,  498,  513,  518,  535,  569,  573,  604,  638,  642, 
645,  682,  695;  letter  to,  44;  •&  attends  Congress,  xviii,  126,  604;  elected  to  Congress, 
xviii,  570;  portrait,  xxxi,  347;  delegate  attendance,  44,  570,  623,  703;  committee  on 
steam  navigation,  65;  committee  on  trade  regulation,  78,  207;  Continental  impost 
committee,  102,  180;  counterfeiting  committee,  104;  on  prospects  for  democracy, 
158;  and  Wyoming  Valley  dispute,  174,  573,  639;  peace  treaty  committee,  189;  Indian 
affairs  committee,  198;  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  213,  357,  368,  370, 
609;  on  Connecticut  western  reserve,  214,  348,  401-2;  recommends  New  Haven 
Gazette,  237;  and  daughter's  death,  252,  270;  plans  to  sell  slave,  270;  committee  on 
Seth  Harding  claim,  291;  on  Continental  impost,  291-92;  committee  on  Virginia  ces- 
sion, 305;  committee  on  Samuel  Kirkland  petition,  315,  350;  on  Connecdcut  newspa- 
pers, 318;  committee  on  commercial  negotiations,  327;  nominated  minister  to  the 
Netherlands,  327;  committee  on  Mary  Wooster  petidon,  349;  committee  on  Augustus 
Elholm  accounts,  371;  returns  home,  385;  oversees  Richard  Jackson's  American  inter- 
ests, 424—25;  committee  on  North  Carolina  cession,  437;  plans  purchase  of  inden- 
tured servants,  493-94;  and  runaway  slave,  494;  committee  on  Spanish  protest,  505; 
on  Wyoming  Valley  dispute,  516;  delegate  expenses,  518,  569,  573;  and  Connecticut 
taxes,  639;  health,  643;  supports  Vermont  independence,  695-96;  supports  separadst 
movements,  711;  mentioned,  71,  161,  162,  220,  233,  310,  364,  416 

Johnston,  James:  letter  to,  245;  mentioned,  237 

Johnston,  Samuel:  letters  to,  446,  457,  681;  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute, 
440,  446,  457,  470,  616,  637,  644,  650,  681 

Jones,  John  Coffin,  urges  congressional  regulation  of  trade,  369 

Jones,  John  Paul:  prize  claims,  278,  395;  reports  Algerine  war,  685-86;  mentioned,  170 

Jones,  Joseph,  17,  20,  73,  156,  460 

Jones,  Ruthey,  asserts  kinship  ties  to  George  Washington,  489 

Jones,  William,  388 

Jordan,  John,  half-pay  claim,  231 

Joseph  II,  Austrian  emperor:  war  preparations,  80,  91,  117,  136,  172,  265,  526;  peace  ne- 
gotiations, 122,  174;  Bavarian  claims,  364,  367,  372,  383;  mentioned,  12,  120,  171, 
196,  224,  228,  242,  248,  264,  308,  326,  368,  374,  448,  481,  679,  712 

Journals  of  Congress:  printing  delayed,  200;  printed,  235,  284,  310-11,  399;  new  edition 
planned,  445,  601-2;  and  secret  resolutions,  627;  mentioned,  301,  321,  361,  375,  456, 
546,  547,  548,  549,  579,  622,  624,  625,  702 

Judd,  William:  letter  to,  573;  Susquehannah  Company  agent,  573 

Justice,  John,  440 

Kalb,  Johann,  baron  de,  Continental  officer  claim,  51 1 

Kaskaskia:  U.S.  commissioner  to  appointed,  232;  petitions  for  territorial  government, 
328;  mentioned,  383,  386,  482,  512 

Kay,  Mr.,  646 

Kean,  John:  letters  from,  443,  553;  ■&  attends  Congress,  xxvi;  elected  to  Congress,  xxvi, 
75;  seeks  return  of  slave,  443-44;  committee  on  Spanish  protest,  505;  delegate  atten- 
dance, 623,  703;  Samuel  Hardy  funeral  committee,  701-2;  mentioned,  375,  525 

Kelly,  John,  and  Vermont  patent,  695-96 

Kelsay,  Isabel  T.,  Joseph  Brant,  1743-1807,  168 

Kentucky:  seeks  independence  from  Virginia,  417;  statehood  movement,  556-57;  inde- 
pendence petition,  577;  separatists  opposed,  695;  seeks  statehood,  710;  mentioned, 
25 

Keowee  River,  427 

Kettell,  John:  letters  to,  40,  143;  mentioned,  129 

Kilham,  Daniel:  identified,  6(5;  letters  to,  65,  253,  358,  530,  594,  641,  679 

KillhiK  k,  John,  Jr.:  returns  to  Delaware  tribe,  469;  mentioned,  424 

Killbuck,  Thomas,  returns  to  Delaware  tribe,  469 
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killen,  Jacob  A.:  letter  to,  245;  mentioned,  238 

Kincaid,  John,  seeks  Franklin  statehood,  119 

King,  Mary  Also p  (Mrs.  Rufus),  xxxiv 

King,  Rufus:  letters  from,  55,  65,  112,  125,  130,  131,  172,  173,  184,  211,  218,  253,  270, 
278,  284,  299,  300,  316,  318,  321,  335,  341,  344,  355,  357,  358,  367,  370,  384,  386,  390, 
396,  399,  405,  416,  440,  457,  465,  482,  530,  571 ,  574,  583,  584,  590,  594,  605,  607,  609, 
616,  635,  637,  641,  650,  659,  672,  675,  679,  681,  690,  694,  697,  704,  705,  708,  711,  714, 
715,  718,  722;  letters  to,  408,  614;  ■&  attends  Congress,  xxi;  elected  to  Congress,  xxi, 
637;  portrait,  xxxiv,  636;  grand  committee,  45,  150;  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land 
dispute,  47-48,  55,  92,  112,  125,  130-31,  172-73,  211-13,  318-19,  335-36,  368,  370, 
385,  396,  399,  440,  444,  457-58,  650,  659,  681,  697,  708,  711-12,  722;  recommended 
to  John  Adams,  246;  loans  Goethe's  Sorrows  of  Wtrther,  253-54;  Pierre  Landais  claim 
committee,  274,  714;  Thomas  Walker  claim  committee,  274;  treasury  committee,  280; 
committee  on  Virginia  cession,  304;  on  Richard  Soderstrom  controversy,  316;  seeks 
annual  appointment  for  secretary  of  Congress,  322;  committee  on  commercial  nego- 
tiations, 327;  proposes  exclusion  of  slavery  from  the  territories,  341-42,  366;  pur- 
chases Catharine  Macaulay's  History,  344;  denounces  opening  of  New  York  land  of- 
fice, 345,  672-73;  on  Massachusetts-Nova  Scotia  boundary  dispute,  355;  committee  on 
Augustus  Elholm  accounts,  371;  urges  Indian  pacification,  383;  recommends  Timothy 
Pickering,  386;  on  trade  policy,  396,  531,  714-15,  718-19;  on  fiscal  policy,  405;  com- 
mittee on  quartermaster  department,  416;  committee  on  sea  letters,  419;  committee 
on  Georgia-South  Carolina  boundary  dispute,  427;  committee  on  North  Carolina  ces- 
sion, 437;  seeks  reburial  of  British  prison  ship  victims,  442;  committee  on  treasurers 
office,  466;  committee  on  western  squatters,  482;  committee  on  Spanish  protest,  505; 
committee  on  foreign  officer  claims,  511;  recruitment  committee,  543;  challenges 
Massachusetts  assembly  on  constitutional  convention  call,  571,  610-14,  635—37;  dele- 
gate expenses,  574,  605,  672,  720;  recommends  Stephen  Sayre,  584-85;  delegate  at- 
tendance, 623,  703;  committee  on  Rhode  Island  College  petition,  650;  on  Newbury- 
port  residence,  680;  urges  congressional  regulation  of  trade,  680;  opposes  separatist 
movements,  704;  on  fiscal  quotas,  705;  advises  limiting  increases  of  congressional 
power,  716,  720;  mentioned,  71,  83,  110,  121,  122,  161,  233,  245,  310,  375,  379,  433, 
500,  509,  525,  598,  610,  654,  656,  713 

Kirkland,  Samuel:  seeks  reimbursement  for  Indian  mission,  314—15,  320,  350;  men- 
tioned, 349 

Klingelhofer,  Herbert  E.,  "The  Presidents  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled," 
416 

Knox,  Henry:  letters  to,  254,  260,  270,  397,  482;  "fr  appointed  secretary  at  war,  170, 
254-55,  258-60,  266,  270,  284,  359;  and  Waldo  Patent  claim,  482-83;  opposes  sale  of 
Fort  Pitt,  491-92;  recommends  recruitment,  543;  on  widows'  benefits,  583;  reports  on 
Invalid  Corps  petition,  615-16;  compiles  cannon  return,  639-40;  mentioned,  67,  82, 
193,  232,  311,  357,  376,  416,  420,  509,  592 

Knox,  Lucy  Flucker  (Mrs.  Henry),  and  Waldo  Patent  claim,  483 

Kollock,  Shepard:  letters  to,  43,  236,  244;  submits  printing  proposal,  602 

Kotts,  Conrad,  6 

Laertes,  422 

Lafayette,  Marie-Joseph-Paul-Yves-Roch-Gilbert  du  Motier,  marquis  de:  letters  to,  62,  70, 
712;  •&  on  Franco-American  trade,  45,  418;  commended  by  Congress,  61-62;  revisits 
the  U.S.,  62;  reports  on  mesmerism,  250;  on  European  war  threat,  526;  and  William 
Gordon's  History,  541;  recommends  le  sieur  Barre,  628;  mentioned,  68,  71,  73,  76,  77, 
88,  149,  198,  346,  450,  535,  631 

La  Lande  &  Fynje  (Dutch  bankers),  bankruptcy  of,  671-72 

La  Luzerne,  Anne-Cesar,  chevalier  de:  letters  to,  66,  421;  mentioned,  68,  332,  511,  619 

Lamb,  John:  appointed  to  negotiate  with  Barbary  States,  255-56,  290,  585;  and  Barbary 
States  negotiations,  675;  mentioned,  110,  131 

Lamplugh,  George  R.,  "Farewell  to  the  Revolution,  Georgia  in  1785,"  303 
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Landais,  Pierre:  letter  to,  427;  ft  petitions  Congress,  271;  prize  claims,  427-28,  714; 
mentioned,  424,  545 

Lands,  western:  exploration  of,  3;  value  assessed,  8-9,  240;  emigration  to,  25;  Indian 
claims  curtailed,  26,  29,  198,  206,  217,  225,  240,  252,  277,  288,  362;  North  Carolina 
cession,  53;  for  inventor's  subsidy,  65;  North  Carolina  cession  repealed,  79,  177, 
430-31,  434-35,  463,  486;  Connecticut  western  reserve,  213-14,  401-2;  sought  to  pro- 
mote Indian  mission,  223-25;  Virginia  cession,  304,  365;  as  revenue  source,  308,  320, 
338-39,  348,  414,  417,  421,  449,  452;  Kaskaskia  settlers  request  territorial  govern- 
ment, 328;  purchased  with  depreciated  settlement  certificates,  343;  unauthorized  set- 
dement  prohibited,  383;  squatters  petition  against  expulsion,  390;  North  Carolina 
cession  reconsideration  urged,  412;  squatter  influx  feared,  435;  separatists  opposed, 
456,  695,  704,  710-11;  additional  state  cessions  desired,  463;  squatters  expelled, 
480-81,  491;  Indian  guides  employed  by  Continental  surveyors,  494;  diminished 
squatter  flow  reported,  684.  See  also  Frontier  posts;  Ordinance  of  1784;  Ordinance  of 
1785 

Langdon,  John:  letters  to,  153,  528,  537,  547,  560,  566,  579,  584,  595,  597,  624,  639,  668, 
686,  689,  702;  elected  president  of  New  Hampshire,  484 

Langdon,  Woodbury,  elected  to  Congress,  xxii 

Lansing,  Jacob,  seeks  arrears  of  pay,  427 

Lansing,  John:  attends  Congress,  xxiii;  elected  to  Congress,  xxiii;  mentioned,  71,  310, 
311 

La  Radiere,  Louis-Guillaume-Servais  des  Hayes  de,  Continental  officer  claim,  511 

La  Rouerie.  See  Armand-Tuffin,  Charles,  marquis  de  la  Rouerie 

Laurance,  John:  letter  from,  536;  ft  attends  Congress,  xxiii;  elected  to  Congress,  xxiii, 
279,  357;  committee  on  commercial  negotiations,  327;  committee  on  sea  letters,  419; 
committee  on  Georgia-South  Carolina  boundary  dispute,  427;  delegate  attendance, 
623,  703;  committee  on  Thomas  Wallcut  claim,  658;  mentioned,  31 1 

Laurens,  Henry:  elected  to  Congress,  xxvi;  reelection  as  president  rumored,  20-21;  re- 
turns home,  29-30;  on  loyalist  exiles,  76;  mentioned,  12,  19,  65,  68,  69,  73,  74,  77,  157 

Laurens,  John,  232 

Law,  exchange  of  state  statutes  proposed,  569 

Lawrence,  Mr.,  7 

Lawrence,  John:  letters  to,  209,  518;  seeks  revival  of  court  of  appeals,  209 

Lawton,  Capt.,  252,  362 

Leary,  Dennis,  311 

Lebarbier.Jean  (the  younger),  527 

LeCouteulx&Co.,312 

Lee,  Mr.,  23 

Lee,  Anne  Aylett  (Mrs.  Richard  Henry),  41  1 

Lee,  Arthur:  letters  to,  85,  537,  670;  ft  negotiates  Treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix,  25-27,  40;  ne- 
gotiates Treaty  of  Fort  Mcintosh,  26,  198;  nominated  treasury  commissioner,  77,  85, 
322,  326;  appointed  treasury  commissioner,  78,  134,  490,  537,  554,  564,  603;  ac- 
counts, 210,  232;  relations  with  Charles  Thomson,  307;  nominated  Kaskaskia  commis- 
sioner, 328;  opposition  to,  328;  executes  treasury  commissioner  bond,  647;  warns  of 
British  influence  over  the  Indians,  660;  granted  leave  of  absence,  670;  mentioned, 
xxviii,  28,  86,  208,  217,  225,  234,  252,  325,  346,  382,  481,  493,  536,  602,  618,  679,  686, 
710 

Lee,  George,  686 

Lee,  Henry,  sells  slave,  384 

Lee,  Richard  Henry:  letters  from,  21,  22,  24,  27,  33,  61,  62,  69,  70,  75,  85,  88,  89,  98, 
117,  122,  123,  125,  130,  168,  171,  172,  194,  198,  202,  223,  271,  303,  314,  336,  345,  356, 
363,  371,  371,  383,  392,  397,  409,  417,  419,  432,  448,  450,  451,  452,  467,  484,  519,  522, 
526,  538,  556,  565,  579,  630,  664,  676,  678,  685,  691,  693,  698,  700,  701,  709,  712;  let- 
ters to,  280,  317,  572,  582,  626;  ft  attends  Congress,  xxvii,  21;  elected  to  Congress, 
xxvii;  portrait,  xxviii,  42;  lodgings,  23;  on  fiscal  policy.  25,  33-34;  mi  religious  estab- 
lishments, 33;  proposes  revision  ol  confederation,  31;  elected  president  ol  Congress, 
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39-41,  44,  51-52,  94;  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  93,  142,  186;  selects 
presidential  residence,  123;  health,  194,  271,  392,  451,  467,  527,  572,  581,  630,  678, 
685;  on  foreign  affairs,  195-97,  372;  opposes  Lady  Huntington's  Indian  mission  pro- 
posal, 223;  on  federal  capital  location,  224;  on  public  virtue,  272-73;  on  taxation,  273; 
relations  with  Charles  Thomson,  307;  opposes  increasing  congressional  power,  327; 
recommends  alleged  loyalist,  356;  recommends  Thomas  Steptoe,  410-11;  conduct  as 
president,  415;  on  Kentucky  statehood,  417,  556-57;  on  New  York  dining,  432;  on 
trade  policy,  450,  539-40,  676-77;  responds  to  charge  of  dereliction  of  duty,  451;  and 
Potomac  River  Co.,  527;  opposes  congressional  regulation  of  trade,  557,  562;  takes 
leave  from  presidency,  565,  589,  603,  626;  delegate  attendance,  623,  703;  signs  Arthur 
Lee  bond,  647;  resumes  presidency,  656,  676,  678;  religious  views  of,  676,  700-701;  on 
trade  negotiations,  698;  mentioned,  12,  20,  32,  77,  109,  1 19,  233,  310,  360,  379,  515 

Lee,  Thomas,  374 

Leeds,  Jedediah,  162 

Leertouwer,  Diederik,  appointed  Dutch  consul,  572 

Leghorn,  Italy,  opened  to  U.S.  trade,  481-82 

L'Eglise,  Dominique,  and  Canadian  refugee  claims,  509 

Lehman,  J.  David,  "The  End  of  the  Iroquois  Mystique,  the  Oneida  Land  Cession 
Treaties  of  the  1780s,"  20 

Le  Maire,  Jacques,  322,  631 

L'Enfant,  Pierre-Charles,  442 

Leopold  I,  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany:  opens  port  to  U.S.  trade,  481-82;  mentioned,  529 

Letombe,  Philippe-Andre-Joseph  de,  240 

Lewis,  Mr.,  538,  688 

Lewis,  Fielding,  439 

L'Hommedieu,  Ezra,  110 

Liberty  (schooner),  522 

Lincoln,  Benjamin:  resigns  as  secretary  at  war,  170;  mentioned,  37,  360 

Lisbon,  Portugal,  515 

Livermore,  Samuel:  elected  to  Congress,  xxii;  Continental  impost  committee,  180 

Livery,  in  Philadelphia,  24 

Livingston,  Anne  Home  Shippen  (Mrs.  Henry  Beekman):  letter  to,  686;  mentioned,  384 

Livingston,  Henry,  120,  219 

Livingston,  James,  232 

Livingston,  John,  110,  219 

Livingston,  Peter,  109 

Livingston,  Philip,  110 

Livingston,  Robert:  letter  to,  120,  219;  executes  treasury  commissioner  bond,  219 

Livingston,  Robert  R.:  letters  from,  66,  316,  318,  421,  439;  letters  to,  48,  103,  603;  ft  at- 
tends Congress,  xxiii;  elected  to  Congress,  xxiii;  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dis- 
pute, 46-48,  316-19,  440;  nominated  minister  to  Britain,  208,  215,  248;  committee  on 
secretary's  department,  307;  committee  on  Canada  trade,  326;  and  Longchamps  af- 
fair, 327;  nominated  minister  to  the  Netherlands,  327,  489;  committee  on  Kaskaskia 
petition,  328;  on  U.S.  fiscal  prospects,  421;  declines  overseas  post,  422;  mentioned, 
65,  71,  77,  109,  169,  202,  233,  234,  322,  357,  549 

Livingston,  Walter:  letters  from,  103,  120,  219,  241,  317,  439,  457;  memorial,  139;  notes, 
46;  ■&  attends  Congress,  xxiii;  elected  to  Congress,  xxiii;  appointed  treasury  commis- 
sioner, 14,  78,  103,  132,  143,  145,  151,  177,  193,  202,  230,  326;  and  Massachusetts-New 
York  land  dispute,  46-48,  92,  126,  130,  139-42,  457-58;  executes  treasury  commis- 
sioner bond,  219;  accepts  treasury  appointment,  317;  seeks  removal  of  treasurers  of- 
fice to  New  York,  466;  granted  leave  of  absence,  645;  mentioned,  109,  121,  147,  157, 
208,  233,  235,  252,  322,  344,  357,  490,  509,  609,  618 

Livingston,  William:  letters  to,  41,  85,  125,  223,  275,  289,  330,  331,  363,  411,  420,  447, 
474,  537,  543,  547,  584,  595,  597,  606,  624,  654,  669,  689,  702;  is  nominated  minister 
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to  the  Netherlands,  289,  327,  357,  380,  422,  456;  appointed  minister  to  the  Nether- 
lands, 474-75;  declines  overseas  post,  489,  517,  554;  mentioned,  343,  403,  481 

Lloyd,  Edward,  elected  to  Congress,  xx 

Loan  office.  See  Continental  loan  office 

Loans,  foreign:  Dutch  loan  interest  proposals,  45;  interest  payment  default  feared,  125; 
Dutch  loan  interest  obligations,  150;  interest  requirements,  150,  155,  176,  709; 
Dutch,  160,  299,  381;  French,  332;  and  bankruptcy  of  La  Lande  &  Fynje,  672 

Long,  Pierse:  letters  from,  97,  115,  153,  225,  414,  434,  445,  483,  528,  560,  566,  579,  639, 
686;  ft  attends  Congress,  xxii,  97,  110;  elected  to  Congress,  xxii;  delegate  attendance, 
51,  623,  703;  committee  on  steam  navigation,  65;  recommends  congressional  regula- 
tion of  trade,  153;  opposes  construction  of  federal  capital,  154,  225,  579-80;  lodgings, 
408;  delegate  expenses,  415;  recommends  Edward  Dowse,  483;  on  trade  policy,  639; 
committee  on  Thomas  Paine  grant,  655;  mentioned,  232,  233,  375 

Longchamps,  Charles  Julien,  chevalier  de:  sentenced,  5;  extradition  requested,  200, 
214,  222,  255,  327,  369,  535;  extradition  demand  withdrawn,  544,  554,  577;  men- 
tioned, 162,  278,  288,  380,  634 

Looney,  David,  seeks  Franklin  statehood,  119 

Lottery,  Continental,  56 

Loudon,  Samuel:  letters  to,  43,  236,  244;  ft  submits  printing  proposal,  602;  mentioned, 
345 

Loudon 's  Netv  York  Packet,  345 

Louis  XVI,  king  of  France:  and  Longchamps  affair,  19;  gives  portrait  to  Congress,  177, 
391;  withdraws  Longchamps  extradition  request,  222;  issues  arret  on  West  Indies 
trade,  300,  334-35;  fears  default  of  American  loans,  332;  announces  birth  of  a  son, 
432,  455;  recommends  Lafayette,  526;  and  Continental  currency  holdings,  660;  men- 
tioned, 54,  61,  155,  493,  519,  524,  712 

Loveland,  Clara  O.,  The  Critical  Years;  The  Reconstitution  of  the  Anglican  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  1780-1789,  701 

Lovell,  James,  22,  61,274 

Low,  Richard,  426 

Lowell,  John:  letters  to,  173,  211,  335,  355,  370,  496,  609,  637,  650,  659,  681;  ft  Mas- 
sachusetts land  claim  agent,  39;  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  47-48,  55, 
58,  92,  173,  211-12,  335-36,  368,  370,  396,  399,  440,  444,  637,  650,  659,  681;  court  of 
appeals  judge,  209;  court  of  appeals  salary  terminated,  496-97;  mentioned,  322,  357, 
407,429,438,610 

Loyalists:  agitation  against  U.S.  decried,  75;  Massachusetts  legal  penalties,  282;  seek 
restitution  of  confiscated  property,  356;  accused  of  poisoning  Anglo-American  rela- 
tions, 698 

Luckett,  David,  commands  Fort  Pitt  garrison,  492 

Ludeman,  Mr.,  428 

Ludlow,  Mr.,  109 

Lush,  Richard,  seeks  arrears  of  pay,  427 

Luttrell,  James,  628 

Lyman,  Samuel,  356 

Macaulay,  Catharine,  History  of  England  from  the  Accession  oj  fames  I  to  that  of  the  Brnnsutick 
Line,  345,  386.  See  also  Craham,  Catharine  Macaulay  (Mrs.  William) 

McCall,  Mark:  letter  to,  413;  appointed  Continental  surveyor,  413,  550,  564 

McCaughey,  Elizabeth  P.,  From  Loyalist  to  Founding  Father:  The  Political  Odyssey  of  William 
Samuel  Johnson,  270 

M(  Clcnachan,  Blair,  British  arrest  of  as  peace  treaty  violation,  267 

McClurc,  Marianne,  petitions  Congress,  509 

McDougall,  Alexander,  nominated  secretary  at  war,  258 

McEvers,  Mr.,  165,  166 

McEvers,  Charles,  seeks  restitution  of  confiscated  property,  356 
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McHenry,  James:  letter*  from,  154,  168,  182,  268,  449,  494,  523,  536,  541,  648,  660; 
draft  report,  297;  ■&  attends  Congress,  xx,  29;  elected  to  Congress,  xx,  29,  294;  letter 
quoted,  29;  grand  committee,  45,  149;  committee  on  Dickinson  College  petition,  149, 
154;  praises  New  York  hospitality,  169;  opposes  federal  capital  construction,  182;  In- 
dian affairs  committee,  198;  committee  on  consular  recognition,  239;  delegate  atten- 
dance, 269,  294,  476,  496,  623,  649,  656,  703;  drafts  report  on  facilities,  297-98;  com- 
mittee on  Kaskaskia  petition,  328;  committee  on  North  Carolina  cession,  437; 
committee  on  western  squatters,  482;  on  fiscal  policy,  495-96;  plans  Continental  cur- 
rency purchase,  523,  660-61;  on  congressional  regulation  of  trade,  541-42,  562;  wit- 
nesses bond,  647;  on  Maryland's  fiscal  quota,  648-49;  mentioned,  71,  233,  256,  296, 
310,327 

McHenry,  Margaret  Caldwell  (Mrs.  James):  letters  to,  168,  269,  496,  543 

Mcintosh,  Lachlan:  letter  to,  395;  ft  elected  to  Congress,  xx;  appointed  Indian  commis- 
sioner, 138,  395,  630;  mentioned,  375 

McKinly.John,  accounts,  400 

Mclaine,  Thomas,  265 

Maclean,  Allan,  5 

McLean,  James,  petitions  for  Invalid  Corps  back  pay,  615-16 

McLean,  John,  letters  to,  43,  236,  244 

McMechen,  James,  promotes  steamboat  navigation,  65,  205 

Madison,  James,  Jr.:  letters  to,  12,  15,  18,  24,  35,  52,  72,  76,  89,  156,  247,  364,  380,  406, 
417,  480,  502,  532,  556,  559,  576,  605,  633,  683;  ft  proposes  extradition  of  frontier 
settlers,  73;  nominated  minister  to  Spain,  208;  mentioned,  xxxi,  458 

Madison,  Reverend  James,  329 

Maine:  separatist  movement  in,  456;  separatists  opposed,  695 

Malcom,  William:  letters  to,  419,  487;  on  rations  contract  award,  419-20,  487-88 

Malmedy,  Francois,  marquis  de,  Continental  officer  claim,  511 

Manning,  James,  petitions  Congress  for  Rhode  Island  College  damages,  650 

Manross,  William  W.,  "The  Interstate  Meetings  and  General  Conventions  of  1784,  1785, 
1786  and  1789"  (Protestant  Episcopal  Church),  701 

Mansfield,  1st  earl  of  (William  Murray),  11 

Marbois.  See  Barbe-Marbois,  Francois,  marquis  de 

Marchant,  Henry,  elected  to  Congress,  xxvi 

Marie  Antoinette  Josephe  Jeanne  de  Lorraine,  queen  of  France:  foreign  policy  influ- 
ence of,  365;  gives  portrait  to  Congress,  391 

Marine  department,  accounts  settlement,  91,  446 

Marine  Society  of  New  York,  146 

Marks,  Frederick  W.,  Independence  on  Trial:  Foreign  Affairs  and  the  Making  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, 327 

Marquand,  Mr.,  253 

Marshall,  Christopher,  56 

Martin,  Mr.,  409 

Martin,  Absalom:  letter  to,  413;  ft  appointed  Continental  surveyor,  413,  564;  men- 
tioned, 423 

Martin,  Alexander:  letters  to,  13,  41,  52,  79,  85,  125,  223,  230,  274,  275,  286,  343;  men- 
tioned, 296 

Martin,  Joseph:  identified,  294;  letter  to,  287;  ft  appointed  Indian  commissioner,  138, 
285-87,  294,  381 

Martin,  Luther,  elected  to  Congress,  xxi,  29,  294 

Martin,  Thomas,  449 

Martinique,  166,  435 

Maryland:  unrepresented,  14,  29,  38,  41,  44,  71,  74,  85,  90,  494,  656;  opposes  federal 
capital  construction,  182-83;  fiscal  quota,  344,  495-96,  649;  Continental  surveyor  for 
appointed,  413,  564;  adopts  apportionment  amendment,  596;  taxation,  649.  See  also 
Paca,  William 

Maryland  Assembly:  letter  to,  104;  and  Henry  Carbery  extradition,  104—6 

Maryland  Council,  letter  to,  449 
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Maryland  delegates:  letters  from,  182,  449,  536,  660;  letter  to,  237;  -fr  recommend  Mary- 
land journal,  238;  attendance,  476,  548,  623,  703;  plan  Continental  currency  pur- 
chase, 523,  649,  660-61;  seek  fiscal  quota  credits,  536 

Maryland  Journal,  238 

Massachusetts:  unrepresented,  14,  31;  recognizes  Swedish  consul,  188,  239;  and  Nova 
Scotia  boundary  dispute,  218,  355,  642;  urged  to  prosecute  counterfeiters,  295;  and 
Nova  Scotia  refugees,  342;  gubernatorial  election,  345,  407-8;  cession  of  western 
claims,  348;  Continental  surveyor  for  appointed,  408,  413,  483,  564;  taxation,  425 
elects  James  Bowdoin  governor,  434,  443;  retaliates  against  British  trade,  509,  516 
adopts  quota  amendment,  515,  593,  596;  urges  regulation  of  foreign  trade,  528,  593 
restricts  British  imports,  555,  569,  671,  676,  690,  714,  718;  and  New  Brunswick  bound- 
ary dispute,  590,  593;  accounts  commissioners  appointed,  593;  and  New  York  bound- 
ary dispute,  593,  722;  and  recruitment  fraud,  629;  fiscal  quota,  705-6;  opposes  sepa- 
ratist movements,  711;  recommends  Thanksgiving  Day  observance,  713;  proposes 
increasing  congressional  power,  716.  See  also  Bowdoin,  James;  Hancock,  John;  Mas- 
sachusetts-New York  land  dispute 

Massachusetts  Assembly:  letters  to,  184,  399,  705;  ■&  instructs  delegates  on  exchange 
rates,  45;  seeks  clarification  of  peace  treaty,  189,  282;  urges  construction  of  federal 
capital,  285;  proposes  constitutional  convention,  572,  635;  proposes  increasing  con- 
gressional power,  572,  610-14;  challenges  criminal  appeal,  593;  protests  opening  of 
New  York  land  office,  593;  restricts  British  imports,  593;  and  Ezra  Badlam  appeal,  629 

Massachusetts  delegates:  letters  from,  184,  571,  583,  590,  610,  641,  650,  672,  694,  704, 
705,  715,  722;  letter  to,  237;  •&  urge  construction  of  federal  capital,  185;  recommend 
Independent  Chronicle,  238;  attendance,  547,  623,  703;  challenge  Massachusetts  Assem- 
bly on  constitutional  convention  call,  571,  610-14,  691;  denounce  opening  of  New 
York  land  office,  672-73;  oppose  separatist  movements,  704;  delegate  expenses,  720; 
nominate  boundary  commissioners,  722 

Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute:  New  York  agents  for,  46—48;  negotiations  over, 
46-49,  57-60,  83-84,  126,  130,  186-87,  249,  318-19;  appointment  of  judges  for, 
47-48,  57-58,  83-84,  92-93,  112,  130-31,  142,  172-73,  279-80,  284,  318-19,  439-40, 
444,  446-47,  457-58,  470,  644,  650,  659,  697,  708-9,  711-12;  Massachusetts  agents 
for,  47-48,  722;  hearing  date  set,  126;  change  of  hearing  site  sought,  139-40;  Mas- 
sachusetts brief  for,  211;  New  York  brief  for,  316-17;  New  York  land  office  opened, 
345,  673;  hearings  postponed,  399,  423,  638,  681,  697,  722;  mentioned,  6-7,  68,  121, 
128,  177,  193,  208,  300,  368,  385,  387,  396,  438,  563,  591,  609,  616,  637,  656 

Matthews,  Albert,  "Notes  on  the  Proposed  Abolition  of  Slavery  in  Virginia  in  1785,"  606 

Mazzei,  Philip,  452,  455,  464,  511,  512,  533,  562 

Meadialor  (H. M.S.),  628 

Meigs,  Josiah:  letter  to,  245;  mentioned,  237,  318 

Mercer,  Grace,  344 

Mercer,  John  Francis:  letters  from,  15,  35,  67;  letters  to,  20,  151,  207,  266,  394;  •&  at- 
tends Congress,  xxvii;  elected  to  Congress,  xxvii;  on  fiscal  policy,  17;  delegate  ex- 
penses, 35-36;  nominated  treasury  commissioner,  78,  326;  Continental  impost  com- 
mittee, 102;  opposes  secrecy  resolution,  109;  seeks  Continental  appointment,  151; 
marriage,  208,  326;  mentioned,  xxxi,  21,  32,  297 

Mercer,  Sophia  Sprigg  (Mrs.  John),  marriage,  208,  326 

Mercer,  T.,  344 

Merchants:  seek  relief  from  currency  depreciation,  235;  seek  protection  from  Barbary 
States,  255;  urge  congressional  regulation  of  trade,  369,  391-92,  396;  mentioned,  449 

Mercier,  John  Dyer:  letters  to,  419,  487;  on  rations  contract  award,  419-20,  487-88 

Mercury  (H.M.  Frigate),  575,  584 

Mesmcr,  Friedrich  Anton,  experiments  of  reported,  250 

Messina,  481-82 

Methodism,  antislavery  sentiment  of,  606 

Miami  River,  482,  512,  676,  679,  682 

Middleton,  Mr.,  12 
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Middleton,  Arthur:  and  Massachusetts-New  York  laud  dispute,  47-48,  84,  444;  nomi- 
nated minister  to  Spain,  160 

Mifflin,  Thomas:  elected  to  Congress,  xxv;  mentioned,  507 

Miles,  Samuel,  653 

Militia:  Virginia,  682;  mentioned,  321 

Miller,  Mr.,  646 

Miller,  Christopher:  seeks  sea  letter,  419;  mentioned,  425,  427 

Miller,  John:  letter  to,  245;  mentioned,  238,  311 

Miller,  Peter:  identified,  390;  letter  to,  389 

Miller,  Sarah  Jordan,  "A  Distribution  of  Books  by  the  Continental  Congress,"  312 

Milligan,  James:  letter  to,  488;  •&  investigates  counterfeiting,  104;  ordered  to  move  to 
New  York,  161,  314;  ordered  to  settle  rations  contract,  488;  on  depreciation  pay  lim- 
its, 655;  mentioned,  122,  160,  162,  163,  232,  233,  234,  246,  309,  310,  315 

Mint:  Continental  proposals  for,  45;  profit  potential,  618;  mentioned,  149,  499,  510, 
514,576,632 

Miralles.Juan  de,  432 

Mississippi  River:  closed  to  U.S.  shipping,  49-53,  64—66,  74-79,  99;  Jay-Gardoqui  negod- 
ations  authorized,  527;  Spanish  closure  feared,  594;  mentioned,  195,  199,  222,  240, 
285,448,557,601,679 

Mitchell,  George:  identified,  90;  letters  to,  90,  608 

Mitchell,  John,  Map . .  .  of  North  America,  8 

Mitchell,  Stephen  Mix:  letter  from,  570;  -fr  attends  Congress,  xviii;  elected  to  Congress, 
xviii,  570;  mentioned,  327 

Mohammedans,  33 

Mohawk  Indians,  26,  167 

Money.  See  Paper  currency 

Monroe,  James:  letters  from,  3,  12,  18,  21,  36,  52,  71,  72,  76,  97,  151,  156,  166,  189,  207, 
247,  280,  303,  322,  329,  380,  394,  425,  460,  484,  502,  51 1,  532,  545,  559,  562,  584,  599; 
letters  to,  92,  470,  681,  693,  708;  ■&  attends  Congress,  xxvii;  elected  to  Congress,  xxvii; 
portrait,  xxxiii,  600;  cipher  letters,  3,  12,  18,  71,  76,  157,  328,  562,  599;  frontier  tour, 
3,  27,  678,  679,  684;  on  treaty-making  authority,  18;  on  Longchamps  affair,  19;  recom- 
mends frontier  garrison  deployment,  36-37;  Fort  Stanwix  Treaty  committee,  40;  and 
Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  47-48,  84,  86,  92-93,  141,  193,  208,  249,  335, 
470,  563,  644,  681,  708;  committee  on  Mississippi  navigation,  50,  72;  committee  on 
frontier  posts,  72;  on  U.S.  diplomatic  establishment,  76-77;  proposes  congressional 
regulation  of  trade,  78,  323,  532;  delegate  attendance,  98,  601,  623;  Continental  im- 
post committee,  102,  180;  lodgings,  151;  on  powers  of  secretary  for  foreign  affairs, 
152,  157;  interprets  treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix,  166-67;  war  office  committee,  170;  peace 
treaty  committee,  189,  282;  and  federal  capital  location,  190-92;  Indian  affairs  com- 
mittee, 198,  382;  committee  on  trade  regulation,  207;  Thomas  Walker  claim  commit- 
tee, 274;  declines  appointment  to  federal  territorial  court,  280;  on  Virginia  cession 
expenses,  304;  committee  on  secretary's  department,  307;  proposes  dudes  on  Cana- 
dian trade,  322;  on  federal  capital  locadon,  324-25;  committee  on  commercial  nego- 
tiations, 327;  committee  on  Kaskaskia  petition,  328;  committee  on  Georgia-South 
Carolina  boundary  dispute,  427;  on  North  Carolina  cession,  437;  on  revising  Articles 
of  Confederation,  460-61;  on  trade  policy,  461-62;  on  1785  requisition,  502-4;  plans 
frontier  trip,  504,  512,  559,  578,  599-601;  on  augmenting  congressional  power,  512; 
health,  562;  recommends  Stephen  Sayre,  584-85;  menuoned,  16,  24,  110,  122,  233, 
258,  279,  284,  296,  310,  369,  374,  423,  428,  449,  454,  478,  553,  619,  632,  633,  647 

Monroe,  Joseph  Jones,  identified,  546 

Montgomery, Janet  Livingston  (Mrs.  Richard),  138,  266,  348,  417 

Montgomery,  John,  elected  to  Congress,  xxv 

Montgomery,  Richard:  monument  for,  266;  mentioned,  375,  417 

Montgomery,  William,  elected  to  Congress,  xxv 

Montieu,  Monsr.  de,  210 

Moore,  Capt.,  letter  to,  354 
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Moore,  Benjamin,  1 10 

Moore,  Richard  Charming,  letter  to,  599 

Morales,  Juan  de,  aid  sought  in  recovery  of  runaway  servant,  567 

Morgan,  George:  letter  to,  469;  •&  nominated  Kaskaskia  commissioner,  328;  guardian  of 
Delaware  Indian  youths,  469;  mentioned,  423 

Morgan,  John,  accounts,  471 

Morocco:  negotiations  with  proposed,  231;  negotiations  with  authorized,  290;  captures 
American  ship,  687;  mentioned,  243,  255,  585 

Morris,  Cadwalader,  elected  to  Congress,  xxv 

Morris,  Gouverneur,  coinage  proposals,  45 

Morris,  Robert:  letters  to,  61,  155,  201,  245,  470;  ft  resigns  as  superintendent  of  finance, 
5,  67,  79,  176;  on  foreign  loan  interest,  45,  149-50;  appointed  federal  capital  commis- 
sioner, 180,  183,  185,  190-93,  199,  201,  217,  227-29,  230,  671;  and  Silas  Deane  ac- 
counts, 210;  agent  of  marine,  278;  and  rations  contracts,  420,  487;  audit  of  accounts 
as  superintendent  of  finance  ordered,  470,  472,  506-7,  673-74;  recommends  sale  of 
Continental  ships,  487;  correspondence  collected,  501;  mentioned,  16,  39,  71,  172, 
225,  235,  312,  328,  332,  492,  535,  574,  672 

Morris,  Robert,  /I  Statement  of  the  Accounts  of  the  United  States  of  America,  During  the  Admin- 
istration of  the  Superintendent  of  Finance,  320,  473 

Morris,  William:  letter  to,  413;  H  appointed  Continental  surveyor,  413,  564;  mentioned, 
376 

Morrison,  James:  accounts,  468;  mentioned,  162 

Morton,  Perez,  urges  congressional  regulation  of  trade,  369 

Moultrie,  William:  letters  to,  223,  275,  286,  343,  411,  420,  427,  447,  537,  546,  553,  584, 
595,  597,  606,  624,  662,  689,  702;  mentioned,  371 

Mount  Vernon,  373,  511,  619,  712,  717 

Mumford,  Paul,  elected  to  Congress,  xxvi 

Munson,  Joseph,  646 

Murray,  John,  seeks  depreciation  pay,  615 

Murray,  William,  1st  earl  of  Mansfield,  11 

Muskingum  River,  482 

Mycall.John,  66,  358,  638 

Myers,  Minor,  Liberty  without  Anarchy,  a  History  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  614 

Naples,  king  of  (Ferdinand  IV),  374 

Naples,  Italy,  243 

Nash,  Abner,  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  47-48,  58,  84,  444 

Natchez,  Georgia  encroachment  on,  505 

Naval  stores,  334 

Neckar,  Jacques,  216,  472 

Negroes.  See  Slavery;  Slaves 

Nelson,  William,  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  58 

Neptune  (ship) ,  553 

Netherlands,  United  Provinces  of  the:  war  preparations,  80,  91,  117,  136,  172,  265,  364; 
peace  negotiations,  122,  174;  appointment  of  U.S.  minister  to,  289,  327,  454,  474-75, 
497,  603;  appoints  consul  to  U.S.,  572;  and  bankruptcy  of  La  Lande  &  Fynje,  672; 
mentioned,  12,  120,  171,  196,  224,  228,  248,  249,  264,  326,  372,  380,  422,  422,  489, 
602,  679.  See  also  Berckel,  Pieter  Johan  van 

Ncufville,  Jean  de,  374 

Neufville.Jean  de,  &  Son,  91 

New  Brunswick,  and  Massachusetts  boundary  dispute,  590,  593 

New  Brunswick,  N.J.,  139 

New  Hampshire:  unrepresented,  14,  38,  41,  44,  85;  opposes  federal  capital  construc- 
tion, 182;  urged  to  prosecute  counterfeiters,  295;  and  Nova  Scotia  refugees,  342;  Con- 
tinental surveyor  for  appointed,  413-15,  484,  528,  564,  566,  580;  elects  John  I.angdon 
president,  484;  retaliates  against  British  trade,  509.  516,  671,  676,  714;  ordnance  re- 
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quest  rejected,  639-40;  Continental  claims,  686.  See  also  Langdon,  John;  Weare, 
Meshech 

New  Hampshire  delegates:  letters  from,  225,  414,  445,  483,  528,  560,  566;  letter  to,  237 
■fr  oppose  federal  capital  construction,  225;  recommend  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  237 
recommend  Edward  Dowse  as  Continental  surveyor,  483;  attendance,  547,  623,  703 
directed  to  nominate  Ebene/er  Sullivan  Continental  surveyor,  561 

New  Hampshire  Gazette,  237,  244 

New  Hampshire  Grants.  See  Vermont 

New  Haven  Gazette,  237,  318 

New  Jersey;  map  of,  endpapers;  and  facilities  allowance,  300;  Continental  troop  quota, 
330-31,  380,  543;  fiscal  quota,  332,  514,  648;  taxation,  333;  unrepresented,  357,  363, 
513,  547,  597,  623;  Continental  surveyor  for  appointed,  413,  564;  adopts  apportion- 
ment amendment,  596;  Continental  loan  office,  689.  See  also  Livingston,  William 

New  Jersey  Assembly,  invites  Congress  to  Trenton,  6 

New  Jersey  delegates:  letter  to,  237;  attendance,  38-39,  333,  547,  623,  703 

New  Jersey  Gazette,  244 

New  York:  and  peace  treaty  violations,  5,  267;  unrepresented,  14,  31-32,  38,  41,  44; 
seeks  cession  of  Indian  land  claims,  18;  contests  Continental  Indian  policy,  27;  opens 
land  office,  177,  345,  593,  673;  opposes  Continental  impost,  227,  284,  291-92,  297; 
slavery  abolition  act,  276,  282;  and  facilities  allowance,  300;  troop  quota,  330,  380; 
Continental  surveyor  for  appointed,  413,  564;  recruitment,  427;  and  Massachusetts 
boundary  dispute,  593,  722;  adopts  apportionment  amendment,  596.  See  also  Clinton, 
George;  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute 

New  York,  N.Y.:  adjournment  to,  xxix;  entertainment  in,  146;  hospitality  praised,  169; 
cost  of  living,  177,  283;  welcomes  Congress,  203;  dining  commended,  432;  and  prison 
reform,  471-72;  traffic  noise  protested  by  Congress,  523 

New  York  Assembly:  rejects  Continental  impost,  343,  348,  361-62;  proposes  Vermont 
statehood,  696 

New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce:  letter  to,  203;  ■&  welcomes  Congress,  203;  men- 
tioned, 162 

New  York  City  Hall:  congressional  sessions  at,  xxix,  177;  illustration  of,  111;  mentioned, 
121 

New  York  Daily  Advertise);  673,  702 

New  York  delegates:  letter  to,  238;  ft  attendance,  547,  623,  703;  nominate  boundary 
commissioners,  722 

Neiu  York  Gazetteer  and  Country  Journal,  335 

New  York  Journal,  702 

New  York  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen:  letter  to,  203;  welcome  Congress,  203 

The  New  York  Packet,  345 

Newark,  N J.,  139 

Newburyport,  Mass.,  66,  638,  680 

Newfoundland,  440 

Newport,  R.I.,  139,318 

Newport  Mercury,  238,  244 

Nicholas,  Wilson  Cary,  letter  to,  21 

Nicholls,  Capt.,  638 

Nicholls,  Mr.,  165 

Nicholson,  John:  identified,  615;  letters  to,  614,  673,  690;  enters  suit  against  Robert 
Morris,  673-74 

Nicoll,  Benjamin,  116,  604,  647 

Niger  (H.M.  Frigate),  426 

Norfolk,  Va.,  1 1 

Normandy,  duke  of,  432,  455,  481,  524 

Norris,  Joseph,  251 

North,  Frederick  (Lord),  22 

North,  William,  234 
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North  Carolina:  unrepresented,  14,  32,  231,  433,  435,  547,  623-24,  703;  cession  of  west- 
ern claims,  53;  fiscal  quota,  79;  repeals  land  cession,  79,  177,  430-31,  434-35,  463, 
486;  delegate  election  law,  231;  seeks  curtailment  of  Indian  lands,  285;  and  facilities 
allowance,  300;  naval  stores,  334;  and  western  separatists,  349;  urged  to  reconsider 
cession  repeal,  412;  Continental  surveyor  for  appointed,  413,  564;  fails  to  service  for- 
eign debt,  435;  adopts  apportionment  amendment,  596;  hurricane  damage,  674.  See 
also  Caswell,  Richard;  Martin,  Alexander 

North  Carolina  delegates:  letters  from,  230,  274;  letter  to,  237;  ft  recommend  North  Car- 
olina Gazette,  237;  oppose  limit  on  Continental  claims,  274—75;  attendance,  548,  623, 
703 

North  Carolina  Gazette,  237,  245 

Northwest  ordinances.  See  Ordinance  of  1784;  Ordinance  of  1785 

Northwest  posts.  See  Frontier  posts 

Nourse.John:  letter  to,  244;  mentioned,  238 

Nourse,  Joseph,  164,  674 

Nova  Scotia:  exiled  refugees  from  promised  land  grants,  342,  350;  and  Massachusetts 
boundary  dispute,  355,  642;  episcopacy  of,  507;  mentioned,  513 

Nussbaum,  Frederick  L.,  "The  French  Colonial  Arret  of  1784,"  335 

Observations  on  the  Importance  of  the  American  Revolution  (Richard  Price),  117 

O'Dwyer,  Margaret,  "Louis-Guillaume  Otto  in  America,"  619 

Oliphant,  David:  letter  to,  428;  submits  hospital  returns,  428 

Oliver,  Laurens,  311 

Olson,  Gary  D.,  "The  Soderstrom  Incident,"  239 

Oneida  Indians:  cede  land  claims,  673;  mentioned,  20,  26,  236 

Onondaga  Indians,  26,  168 

Onuf,  Peter  S.,  The  Origins  of  the  Federal  Republic:  Jurisdictional  Controversies  in  the  United 
States,  1775-1787,  120 

Ordinance  of  1784,  406,  411,  412,  484 

Ordinance  of  1785:  drafted,  277,  288,  324;  reported  to  Congress,  328,  343,  346;  de- 
bated, 337-41,  359,  365,  377-87;  legislative  history,  341;  method  of  survey  contested, 
357,  365,  380-81,  406,  430,  455;  adopted,  379,  400,  411-12,  416-17,  429;  surveys  or- 
dered, 401,  411-12;  surveyors  appointed,  413;  mentioned,  355,  361,  363,  371,  397, 
404,  405,  408,  414,  415,  435,  438,  443,  452,  468,  478,  484,  509,  517,  540,  684,  710 

Ormsby.John,  appointed  Fort  Pitt  commissioner,  492,  506,  558 

Orr,  Alexander,  634 

Orrjohn,  261 

Osborn,  Mr.,  682 

Osborn,  Adlai,  elected  to  Congress,  xxiv,  231 

Osborne,  Francis  Godolphin,  marquess  of  Carmarthen,  426,  676 

Osgood,  Samuel:  letters  to,  202,  467,  607;  ft  appointed  treasury  commissioner,  14,  78, 
103,  132,  143,  145,  151,  177,  193,  202,  230,  326;  objects  to  bonding  requirement, 
279-80;  accepts  treasury  appointment,  317;  lodgings,  344;  seeks  removal  of  treasurers 
office  to  New  York,  466;  granted  leave,  607;  mentioned,  121,  147,  157,  219,  252,  284, 
312,  322,  357,  490,  509,  605,  609,  618,  672 

Oswald,  Eleazer:  letters  to,  43,  236;  submits  printing  proposal,  602 

Otis,  Samuel  A.:  urges  congressional  regulation  of  trade,  369;  mentioned,  218 

Ottawa  Indians,  L64,  198,  206 

Olio,  Louis-Guillaume:  recommended  by  Thomas  Jefferson,  619;  appointed  French 
charge  d'affaires,  661 

Paca,  William:  letters  to,  13,  38,  41.  85,  125,  182,  223,  275,  286,  294,  297,  343,  411,  420, 
447,  475,  536,  537,  547,  553,  584,  595,  597,  624,  656,  669,  689.  702;  mentioned,  548, 
603 

Packard,  Capt.,  619 

Paine,  Ephraim,  on  abolition  <>l  slavery,  282-83 


758  Index 

Paine,  Thomas,  seeks  additional  compensation,  655 

Pamphili,  Prince  Doria.  See  Papal  nuncio 

Papal  nuncio,  announces  opening  of  ports  to  U.S.  trade,  482 

Paper  currency:  depreciation,  235;  exchange  rate,  514,  523,  660;  Virginia  issue  pro- 
posed, 527,  576,  677;  Pennsylvania  emission,  576;  speculation  in,  661 

Paris,  treaty  of.  See  Treaty  of  Paris 

Parker,  Alexander:  letter  to,  413;  ft  appointed  Continental  surveyor,  413,  428,  564; 
mentioned,  376 

Parker,  Josiah,  634 

Parsons,  Samuel,  232 

Parsons,  Samuel  Holden:  letters  to,  290,  447,  645;  ft  appointed  commissioner  of  ac- 
counts for  Virginia,  304,  447,  604;  appointed  Continental  surveyor,  499;  appointed 
Indian  commissioner,  642,  645;  mentioned,  498,  638,  647 

Parsons,  Theophilus:  letters  to,  370,  616,  637,  650,  659,  681;  -u-  and  Massachusetts-New 
York  land  dispute,  370,  396,  399,  440,  444,  609,  637,  650,  659,  681;  mentioned,  xxxiv, 
247,  322,  407,  429,  438 

Partridge,  George:  letters  from,  32,  62,  112,  131,  172,  173,  184,  219,  254;  letters  to,  55, 
387,  670;  notes,  209;  ft  attends  Congress,  xxii,  39;  elected  to  Congress,  xxii;  grand 
committee,  45,  149;  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  47-48,  55,  112,  131, 
172-73;  committee  on  half-pay  benefits,  62;  committee  on  Silas  Deane  accounts,  210; 
credentials  expire,  220;  returns  home,  252,  254;  mentioned,  71,  87,  128,  245 

Paterson.John,  184,  307,  308 

Paterson,  William:  letters  to,  92,  131,  470,  681;  ft  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dis- 
pute, 47-48,  84,  86,  92-93,  131,  141,  193,  470,  644,  681;  mentioned,  423 

Patterson,  Samuel,  elected  to  Congress,  xix 

Payne,  Edward,  urges  congressional  regulation  of  trade,  369 

Payne,  Elisha,  elected  to  Congress,  xxii 

Peabody,  Nathaniel,  elected  to  Congress,  xxii 

Peace.  See  Treaty  of  Paris 

Peale,  Charles  Willson,  xxix 

Peck,  Col.,  478 

Peery,  William:  letters  to,  287,  630;  appointed  Indian  commissioner,  138,  285-87,  293 

Pegasus,  283 

Pellon,  Joseph,  234,  312 

Pemberton,  Robert,  376 

Pennjohn  (1729-95),  sells  Fort  Pitt,  490 

Penn,  John  (1741-88),  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  58 

Pennell,  Joseph:  marine  accounts  commissioner,  91,  291;  mentioned,  54,  128,  234,  311 

Pennsylvania:  sentences  the  chevalier  Longchamps,  5;  unrepresented,  14,  32,  38;  and 
Wyoming  Valley  claims,  113-14,  127,  173-75;  postpones  Wyoming  Valley  claims  de- 
bate, 144;  assumes  public  debt,  178;  test  law  controversy,  206-7;  argues  Longchamps' 
extradition  request,  222;  funding  bill  controversy,  288;  assumes  interest  on  Continen- 
tal certificates,  298;  and  facilities  allowance,  300;  troop  quota,  330,  380,  448,  543;  ap- 
points boundary  commissioners,  338;  Continental  surveyor  for  appointed,  413,  564; 
Funding  Act,  434,  534;  seeks  possession  of  Fort  Pitt,  492,  506,  558;  elects  Benjamin 
Franklin  president,  507,  535,  717,  721-22;  gubernatorial  politics,  507;  seeks  Conti- 
nental aid  in  recovery  of  runaway  servant,  566-67;  paper  currency  emission,  576; 
adopts  apportionment  amendment,  596;  fiscal  quota,  648;  Continental  claims,  653, 
673^-74;  opposes  separatist  movements,  704.  See  also  Dickinson,  John 

Pennsylvania  Assembly:  urges  appointment  of  additional  accounts  commissioners,  81, 
145,  174-75;  seeks  relief  for  public  creditors,  124;  attacks  bank  charter,  607 

Pennsylvania  delegates:  letters  from,  144,  173,  175,  255,  566;  letter  to,  237;  ft  atten- 
dance, 547,  616,  623,  703 

Pennsylvania  Gazette,  43,  404 

Pennsylvania  Journal,  43 

Pennsylvania  Packet,  43,  238 
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Pentecost,  Dorsey:  seeks  Continental  appointment,  287-88;  mentioned,  328 
Person,  Thomas,  elected  to  Congress,  xxiv,  231 
Petersburg,  Va.,  and  postal  service,  578 

Pettit,  Charles:  letters  from,  489,  558,  566,  614,  643;  notes,  440;  ft  attends  Congress, 
xxv;  elected  to  Congress,  xxv;  and  Robert  Shewell  petition,  440;  committee  on  trea- 
surers office,  466;  committee  on  western  squatters,  482;  and  Clement  Biddle 
bankruptcy,  489;  nominated  treasury  commissioner,  490;  and  sale  of  Fort  Pitt,  492; 
delegate  attendance,  517,  616,  623,  703;  seeks  Continental  officers'  pay  setdement, 
615;  mentioned,  431,  548,  653 

Philadelphia:  cost  of  living,  11;  return  to  opposed,  65,  94,  97 

Philadelphia  (ship),  28,  134 

Philips,  Mr.,  546 

Philips,  Peter,  elected  to  Congress,  xxvi 

Philips  &  Willing,  688 

Phillips,  Richard:  letters  to,  15,  164;  presidential  steward,  14-15,  164 

Piankashaw  Indians,  293 

Pickens,  Andrew:  letter  to,  287;  appointed  Indian  commissioner,  138,  285-87,  294 

Pickering,  Timothy:  letters  to,  46,  60,  83,  245,  341,  359,  367,  386,  416,  465,  500,  514, 
536,  538,  607,  660,  687;  ft  seeks  Continental  appointment,  60,  359,  466,  608;  on  west- 
ern land  policy,  342;  declines  Continental  appointment,  386;  mentioned,  169,  193, 
598,  621 

Pierce,  Benjamin,  714 

Pierce,  John:  letters  to,  62,  511;  ft  ordered  to  report  foreign  officer  claims,  511;  and 
counterfeiting  of  paymaster  certificates,  616,  670;  mentioned,  104,  128,  160,  232,  234, 
478,489,598,608,615,717 

Pinckney,  Charles:  letters  from,  30,  41,  74,  95,  98,  132,  134,  159,  199,  200,  363,  370,  553, 
603;  ft  attends  Congress,  xxvi,  5,  30;  elected  to  Congress,  xxvi,  75;  portrait,  xxix,  133; 
grand  committee,  45;  committee  on  Mississippi  navigation,  50;  delegate  attendance, 
96,  98,  102,  623,  703;  urges  construction  of  federal  capital,  98-99;  on  foreign  policy, 
99-100;  on  regulation  of  trade,  101-2;  peace  treaty  committee,  189,  282;  committee 
on  court  of  appeals,  209;  committee  on  consular  recognition,  239;  urges  three-year 
terms  for  ministers  abroad,  248;  treasury  committee,  280;  committee  on  secretary's 
department,  307;  committee  on  commercial  negotiations,  327;  Bank  of  North  Amer- 
ica account,  363-64;  recommends  Augustus  Elholm,  370-71;  mentioned,  110,  233, 
235,310,311,376,423,493 

Pine,  Robert  Edge:  identified,  353;  letter  to,  82;  ft  wishes  to  execute  portrait  of  Wash- 
ington, 353 

Pio,  chevalier  de:  announces  opening  of  Messina  to  U.S.  trade,  482;  mentioned,  376 

Pitkin,  William,  elected  to  Congress,  xix 

Pitt,  William  (1708-78),  22 

Pitt,  William  (1759-1806):  trade  policy  of,  418;  mentioned,  718 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  25,  676,  693 

Piatt,  John,  The  Continental  Congress  in  the  New  York  City  Hall,  1785-1788,  180,  391 

Piatt,  Zephaniah:  attends  Congress,  xxiii;  elected  to  Congress,  xxiii,  279,  357;  grand 
committee,  45,  149;  foreign  affairs  committee,  152;  peace  treaty  committee,  189; 
mentioned,  233 

The  Plea  of  the  Colonies  (Hugh  Williamson),  1 1 

Pleasants  family  (of  Philadelphia),  283 

Plenderleath,  Mr.,  697 

Polishook,  Irwin  H.,  Wiode  Island  and  the  Union,  1774-1795,  278,  285,  589 

Polonius,  422 

Pomerantz,  Sidney  I.,  New  York.  An  American  City:   1783-1803,  112 

Pope  Pius  VI,  opens  ports  to  U.S.  trade,  481-82 

Popham,  William,  seeks  depreciation  pay,  721 

Portland,  William  Henry  Cavendish  Bcntinck,  3d  duke  of,  676 
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Portsmouth,  N.H.,  and  postal  service,  578 

Portugal:  and  Barbary  States,  685;  mentioned,  100,  242 

Postmaster  general,  ordered  to  move  to  New  York,  161.  See  also  Hazard,  Ebenezer 

Post  Office:  franking  privilege  controversy,  55;  reorganization  proposed,  230,  576-78, 
655;  ordered  to  move  to  New  York,  314;  new  routes  authorized,  578,  710;  mail  inspec- 
tion authorized,  627;  mentioned,  638 

Potawatomi  Indians,  251,  293 

Potomac  River,  619,  678 

Potomac  River  Co.:  George  Washington's  role  in,  264;  mentioned,  374,  418,  451,  454, 
456,  527 

Potts,  Jonathan,  395 

Potts,  Stacy,  6,  90 

Powars,  Edward,  188 

Presbyterians,  33 

President  of  Congress:  candidates  conjectured,  12;  move  to  Trenton  planned,  15;  and 
rotation  principle,  20-21;  steward  expenses,  164;  Richard  Henry  Lee's  conduct  criti- 
cized,  415;  takes  leave,  565,  589;  mentioned,  32.  SeealsoLee,  Richard  Henry 

Price,  Richard:  Observations  on  the  Importance  of  the  American  Revolution,  117;  mentioned, 
198,  540 

Prices:  horses,  23;  rye,  67;  coffee,  269;  indentured  servants,  493-94;  sugar,  604 

Prince,  John,  visits  Mount  Vernon,  379 

Prisoners  of  war:  commissary  expenses,  398;  British  prison  ship  conditions,  442 

Prison  reform,  and  New  York's  Bridewell  prison,  471-72 

Prizes,  share  distribution,  278,  395,  428,  714 

Proctor,  John,  appointed  Fort  Pitt  commissioner,  506 

Provost,  Samuel:  appointed  chaplain  to  Congress,  121;  mendoned,  109,  110 

Prussia:  threatens  Austria,  526;  U.S.  trade  negodadons,  529,  631,  680;  mendoned,  100, 
242,  679 

Public  debt.  See  Impost,  Condnental;  Loans,  foreign;  State  assumption  of  public  debt 

Public  lands.  See  Lands,  western;  Ordinance  of  1784;  Ordinance  of  1785 

Pugh,  Mr.,  240 

Pulaski,  Casimir,  370 

Purviance,  Robert:  letter  to,  112;  mendoned,  186 

Purviance,  Samuel:  letter  to,  112;  mendoned,  119,  186 

Putnam,  David:  identified,  392;  letter  to,  391 

Putnam,  Enoch:  identified,  657;  is  letter  to,  657;  and  Jonas  Hartwell  estate,  657;  men- 
tioned, 129,518 

Putnam,  Jethro:  identified,  129;  letter  to,  128;  mentioned,  392 

Putnam,  Rufus:  letter  to,  413;  appointed  Continental  surveyor,  408,  413,  483,  564;  men- 
tioned, 320,  376 

Quakers:  varieties  of  discussed,  283;  petition  to  end  slave  trade,  284 

Quanier,  Mr.,  23 

Quartermaster  general's  department:  abolished,  416;  settlement  of  accounts  ordered, 

446 
Quotas.  See  Requisitions 

Ramage.John:  identified,  444;  seeks  return  of  slave,  443-44 

Ramsay,  David:  letters  from,  441,  458,  486,  508,  524,  550,  552,  553;  i3  attends  Congress, 
xxvi;  elected  to  Congress,  xxvi,  75;  drafts  History  of  the  Revolution  of  South  Carolina,  441, 
486-87;  plans  French  edition  of  his  History,  458-59,  508,  552;  proposes  speculation 
scheme,  524;  mourns  wife's  death,  550;  delegate  attendance,  551;  mentioned,  371, 
375 

Ramsay,  Frances  Witherspoon  (Mrs.  David),  death  of,  551 

Randolph,  Beverly,  630 

Read,  Catherine  Van  Home  (Mrs.  Jacob),  xxxi 
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Read,  George:  letters  to,  92,  470,  496,  681;  •&  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute, 
47^8,  58,  84,  86,  92-93,  141,  193,  470,  644,  681;  court  of  appeals  salary  terminated, 
496-97;  mentioned,  423 
Read,  Jacob:  letters  from,  28,  134,  155,  200,  256,  553,  605;  •&  attends  Congress,  xxvii, 
30;  elected  to  Congress,  xxvii,  75;  portrait,  xxx,  257;  grand  committee,  45,  150,  155; 
foreign  dispatches  committee,  61;  delegate  attendance,  96,  98,  102,  623,  703;  coun- 
terfeiting committee,  104;  Indian  affairs  committee,  137;  foreign  affairs  committee, 
152;  committee  on  court  of  appeals,  209;  returns  home,  256;  seeks  slave  evacuation 
rolls,  256;  committee  on  Kaskaskia  petition,  328;  nominates  Samuel  B.  Webb,  585; 
seeks  to  purchase  slaves,  605;  committee  on  Ezra  Badlam  appeal,  629;  Samuel  Hardy 
funeral  committee,  701-2;  mentioned,  95,  151,  162,  232,  326,  327,  352 

Read,  James,  278 

Reddick,  Henry,  240 

Reed,  James,  marine  office  secretary,  265 

Reed,  Joseph:  elected  to  Congress,  xxv;  death  of,  132,  278;  illness  of,  194;  mentioned, 
22,71,501,643 

Religion:  establishment  of  advocated,  33;  and  foreign  ordination  of  American  clergy, 
299;  theological  works  distributed  by  Congress,  311;  Episcopal  bishop  appointed, 
385-86;  and  Ephrata  Pietists,  390;  taxation  in  support  of,  393.  See  also  Anglicans; 
Chaplains;  Episcopalians;  Hindus;  Mohammedans;  Pope  Pius  VI;  Quakers 

Remsen,  Henry:  seeks  reimbursement  for  stolen  funds,  236;  mendoned,  233 

Rendon,  Francisco:  announces  Spanish  closure  of  the  Mississippi,  49;  mendoned,  76 

Requisitions:  North  Carolina  quota,  79;  1785  estimates  prepared,  150,  155-56,  176, 
268-69,  277,  296-300,  331-32,  344,  381,  405,  408,  431,  462-63,  476-78,  481,  633;  and 
federal  capital  construction,  366;  federal  capital  appropriation,  431;  and  facilities  al- 
lowance, 495;  1785  quotas  set,  499,  647,  650,  654,  656,  658,  661-62,  668-69,  689, 
705-6;  1785  esdmates  debated,  502-4,  534;  1785  esdmates  reported,  529;  and  three- 
fifths  rule,  587;  payment  deficiencies,  592;  1784  quota  arrearages,  689;  Massachusetts 
quota,  705-6;  mendoned,  252,  350,  363,  415,  536,  555,  576,  632,  652 

Rhode  Island:  unrepresented,  14,  38,  589,  623,  625;  seeks  settlement  of  troop  accounts, 
107;  opposes  Continental  impost,  227;  teamster  contracts  credited  to  Continental 
quota,  253;  adopts  Condnental  impost,  276,  284,  297,  589;  urged  to  prosecute  coun- 
terfeiters, 295;  Continental  surveyor  for  appointed,  413,  476-78,  564;  appoints 
William  Ellery  chief  jusdce,  567;  authorizes  Congress  to  regulate  trade,  589;  taxadon, 
706.  See  also  Greene,  William 

Rhode  Island  College,  petitions  Congress  for  damages,  650 

Rhode  Island  delegates:  letter  to,  237;  •&  recommend  Newport  Mercury,  238;  attendance, 
547,  623,  703;  credentials  challenged,  603,  627 

Rice,  531 

Richmond,  Christopher:  letter  to,  634;  notes  fiscal  impropriety,  635 

Richmond  (brig),  267 

Ridgely,  Richard,  elected  to  Congress,  xxi 

Rittenhouse,  David:  appointed  Massachusetts-New  York  boundary  commissioner,  593, 
722;  mentioned,  329 

Rivington,  James,  688 

Robbins,  Edward,  recommends  Richard  Soderstrom,  316 

Rodgers,  John:  letter  to,  550;  #  appointed  chaplain  to  Congress,  309,  550,  581;  men- 
tioned, 473,  574 

Romayne,  Nicholas,  110 

Rome,  243 

Roosevelt,  Isaac:  letters  to,  419,  487;  on  rations  contract  award,  419-20,  487-88 

Root,  Jesse,  44,  56 

Rosenthal,  Albert,  xxx,  xxxii,  xxxiii,  xxxv 

"Rough  Hewer,"  Abraham  Yates's  pseudonym,  502 

Rowe,  Gail  S.,  "Power,  Justice,  and  Foreign  Relations  in  the  Confederation  Period:  The 
Marbois-Longchamps  Affair,"  222 
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Rowe,  Gail  S.,  "The  Longchamps  Affair  (1784-86),  the  Law  of  Nations,  and  the  Shaping 
of  Early  American  Foreign  Policy,"  222 

Rowland,  Mr.,  646 

Royal  Gift  (Spanish  jackass),  664 

Rumsey,  James,  promotes  steamboat  navigation,  65,  205 

Runyon,John,  424 

Rush,  Benjamin:  letters  to,  132,  148,  154,  168,  524;  ft  Dickinson  College  trustee,  132, 
148-49,  168;  mentioned,  161 

Rush,  Benjamin,  Considerations  upon  the  Present  Test-Law  oj Pennsylvania,  207 

Russell,  Joseph,  urges  congressional  regulation  of  trade,  369 

Russell,  Thomas:  urges  congressional  regulation  of  trade,  369;  mentioned,  83,  85,  341 

Russia,  trade  negotiations  with  authorized,  242.  See  also  Catherine  II 

Ruston,  Elizabeth,  241 

Ruston,  Job,  death  of,  241 

Ruston,  John,  241 

Ruston,  Louisa,  241 

Ruston,  Sally,  241 

Ruston,  Thomas,  letters  to,  7,  240,  330 

Rutgers,  Henry,  seeks  arrears  of  pay,  427 

Rutherfurd,  Walter,  169 

Rudedge,  Edward,  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  58 

Rudedge,  John:  letters  to,  92,  112,  130,  497;  ft  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dis- 
pute, 47-48,  84,  86,  92-93,  112,  130,  141,  193,  335,  385,  439,  444,  470;  nominated 
minister  to  Britain,  159,  193,  208,  215,  248;  nominated  minister  to  the  Netherlands, 
279,  289,  327,  357,  380,  422,  456,  489;  appointed  minister  to  the  Netherlands,  497, 
554;  declines  overseas  post,  603;  seeks  to  purchase  slaves,  605;  mentioned,  187,  371, 
423,  493,  509,  544,  579 

Rutledge,  Thomas,  444 

Rye,  price,  67 

Sachse,  Julius  F.,  The  German  Sectarians  of  Pennsylvania,  390 

Sackville.John  Frederick.  See  Dorset,  3d  duke  of 

St.  Croix  River:  boundary  dispute  over,  88;  mentioned,  172,  196 

Saint-Evremond,  Charles  de  Marguetel  de  Saint-Denis,  seignur  de,  688 

St.  Saphorin,  baron  de,  offers  Danish  ordination  of  American  clergy,  299,  700-701 

Salem,  Mass.,  55,  641 

Salem,  N.J.,  405 

Sands,  Comfort:  letters  to,  420,  488;  seeks  payment  on  radons  contract,  419-20,  488 

Sands,  Joshua:  letter  to,  488;  seeks  payment  on  radons  contract,  488 

Sardinia,  243 

Sargent,  Winthrop,  341 

Savannah,  Ga.,  and  postal  service,  578 

Saxony,  243,  679 

Sayre,  Stephen:  seeks  appointment  to  negotiate  with  Barbary  States,  584-85;  men- 
tioned, 110 

Schlenther,  Boyd  S.,  Charles  Thomson,  A  Patriot's  Pursuit,  307 

Schuyler,  Philip:  letter  to,  201;  ft  appointed  federal  capital  commissioner,  180,  183, 
185,  190-93,  199,  201,  217,  230;  declines  federal  capital  appointment,  227;  men- 
tioned, 225,  229,  235,  275,  292 

Scioto  River,  482,  543 

Scott,  Gustavus:  elected  to  Congress,  xxi,  29,  294,  476;  health,  476 

Seabury,  Samuel:  appointed  Episcopal  bishop,  385-86;  mentioned,  676 

Seagrove,  Mr.,  165,  166 

Searle,  James,  276 

Sears,  Isaac,  1 10 

Sears  &  Smith:  prosecute  Richard  Soderstrom,  239,  632;  mendoned,  232,  316 
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Secretary  at  war.  See  Knox,  Henry;  War  department 

Secretary  for  foreign  affairs.  See  Foreign  affairs,  department  of;  Jay,  John 

Secretary  of  Congress:  ordered  to  move  to  New  York,  161;  expansion  of  duties  pro- 
posed, 252,  300;  duties  increased,  305-7,  330,  342,  411-12,  597,  628;  annual  appoint- 
ment proposed,  322;  moves  office  to  New  York,  352,  388-89;  mentioned,  154.  See  also 
Thomson,  Charles 

Sedgwick,  Theodore,  elected  to  Congress,  xxii,  637 

Sellers,  William,  404 

Seneca  Indians,  26,  168 

Separatists.  See  Franklin;  Kentucky;  Maine;  Vermont 

Servants,  indentured,  cost  of,  269-70 

Setser,  Vernon  G.,  The  Commercial  Reciprocity  Policy  of  the  United  Slates,  1 774-1829,  327 

Sewall,  David,  letter  to,  227 

Seymour,  Mr.,  369 

Shaffer,  Arthur  H.,  To  Be  An  American:  David  Ramsay  and  the  Making  of  the  American  Con- 
sciousness, 441 

Shakespeare,  William,  quoted,  422 

Shattuck,  Mr.,  344 

Shaw,  Samuel,  China  voyage,  390,  465 

Shawnee  Indians,  25,  27,  197,  198,  206 

Sheafe,  James,  580 

Sheffield,  John  Baker  Holroyd,  1st  earl  of:  on  American  commerce,  3;  mentioned,  21, 
22,  25,  27,  28 

Sheldon,  Jeremiah:  letter  to,  408;  ft  instructions  to,  409;  mentioned,  129,  354,  599 

Sherburne,  Henry,  567 

Sherman,  Isaac:  letter  to,  413;  ft  appointed  Continental  surveyor,  564;  mentioned,  413,  493 

Sherman,  Roger:  letter  to,  346;  mentioned,  71,  356,  493 

Shewell,  Robert,  petitions  for  release  of  [Amiable Elizabeth,  440 

Shields,  Thomas,  seeks  runaway  servant,  566-67 

Shippen,  Alice  Lee  (Mrs.  William),  24 

Shippen,  Thomas  Lee:  identified,  24;  letters  to,  22,  123,  202,  397,  432,  451,  467,  685; 
mentioned,  274,  314,  384 

Shippen,  William,  Jr.:  letters  to,  171,  384;  mentioned,  22,  24,  432,  565,  685 

Shirley,  William,  166 

Short,  Peyton,  309,  453 

Short,  William:  identified,  309;  letters  to,  308,  329,  452,  453,  455;  ft  seeks  diplomatic 
post,  454-55;  mentioned,  5,  322,  393,  464,  512,  564,  710 

Sidi  Mohammed,  emperor  of  Morocco,  585 

Sifton,  Paul  G.,  "Otto's  Memoire  to  Vergennes,  1785,"  619 

Silver:  exchange  rate,  449;  coinage,  529-30;  mentioned,  241,  404 

Simpkins,  Mr.,  652,  658,  718 

Simpson,  James:  letter  to,  413;  ft  appointed  Continental  surveyor,  413,  564;  mentioned,  376 

Singleton,  Mr.,  260 

Sinnickson,  Thomas:  identified,  405;  letter  to,  404 

Sitgreaves,  John:  letters  from,  228,  230,  259,  274,  334;  letters  to,  446,  681;  ft  attends 
Congress,  xxiv;  elected  to  Congress,  xxiv;  delegate  expenses,  229,  334;  delegate  atten- 
dance, 231,  335,  379,  385;  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  439,  444,  446, 
470,  609,  616,  637,  644,  650,  659,  681,  711;  mentioned,  233,  294,  310,  371,  372,  383 

Six  Nations:  negotiate  Treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix,  23-27,  29-31,  40;  question  Fort  Stanwix 
treaty  provisions,  166-67;  and  Fort  Pitt  council,  589;  mentioned,  20,  57,  76,  134,  197, 
206,  315,  350 

Slavery:  New  York  abolition  act,  276,  282;  Quakers  petition  against  slave  trade,  284;  ter- 
ritorial exclusion  proposed,  341-42,  366;  abolition  recommended,  716 

Slaves:  evacuation  of  protested,  90;  evacuation  rolls  sought,  256,  351-52;  sale  of,  270, 
384;  recovery  of  sought,  443-44;  runaway,  494;  and  three-fifths  rule,  587;  purchase 
sought,  605 
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Smallpox,  475 

Smallwood,  William:  elected  to  Congress,  xxi;  mentioned,  71 

Smith,  Dr.,  516,  675 

Smith,  Adam,  The  Wealth  of  Nations,  433,  461 

Smith,  Benjamin:  elected  to  Congress,  xxiv,  231;  mentioned,  229 

Smith,  Isaac:  letters  to,  470,  681;  ft  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  47^48, 
57,  84,  86,  92-93,  141,  193,  470,  644,  681;  nominated  Kaskaskia  commissioner,  328; 
mentioned,  82,  423 

Smith, Janet  Livingston  (Mrs.  William),  and  Mooretown  grant,  697 

Smith,  John,  commissioner  for  Virginia  cession  expenses,  304 

Smith,  Melancton:  letter  from,  644;  ft  attends  Congress,  xxiv;  elected  to  Congress,  xxiv, 
357;  delegate  attendance,  623,  703;  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  644; 
mentioned,  1 10,  310,  316,  423 

Smith,  Meriwether,  501 

Smith,  Oliver,  316 

Smith,  Page,  James  Wilson,  Founding  Father,  1742-1798,  607 

Smith,  Thomas,  500,  688 

Smith,  William  (1727-1803):  An  Explanation  of  the  Connecticut  Claim  to  Lands  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, 342;  mentioned,  329 

Smith,  William  (1728-93):  The  History  of  the  Province  of  New-York,  213;  and  Mooretown 
grant,  697 

Smith,  William  Stephens:  identified,  247;  letter  to,  545;  ft  appointed  Kaskaskia  commis- 
sioner, 235;  appointed  secretary  of  legation,  241,  246-48,  259,  266,  308;  commis- 
sioner to  superintend  evacuation,  258,  352;  fears  Spanish  closure  of  the  Mississippi, 
594;  mentioned,  256,  309,  325,  329,  330,  336,  460,  462,  562,  590 

Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel,  513 

Society  of  Friends.  See  Quakers 

Society  of  the  Cincinnati:  aristocratic  tendencies  attacked,  612-14;  opposition  to, 
651-52;  mentioned,  544 

Soderstrom,  Richard:  state  recognition  of  protested,  188,  239,  632;  explains  attempts  to 
present  credentials,  316;  protests  American  trade  restrictions,  678;  mentioned,  232 

Soulanges,  Monsr.,  685 

South  Carolina:  delegate  election  law  revision  sought,  101;  fiscal  quota,  258,  405,  408, 
554—55;  seeks  curtailment  of  Indian  lands,  285;  and  facilities  allowance,  300;  Conti- 
nental surveyor  for  appointed,  413,  565;  obtains  ordnance,  420;  seeks  Virginia  slaves, 
605.  See  also  Georgia-South  Carolina  boundary  dispute;  Guerard,  Benjamin;  Moultrie, 
William 

South  Carolina  Assembly:  revises  terms  of  congressional  delegates,  75;  petitions  for  fed- 
eral court  to  hear  Georgia  boundary  dispute,  427,  435 

South  Carolina  delegates:  letters  from,  134,  200,  553;  letter  to,  237;  ft  credentials,  200; 
recommend  South  Carolina  Gazette,  238;  attendance,  548,  623,  703 

South  Carolina  Gazette,  238,  312 

Spaight,  Richard  Dobbs:  letters  from,  20,  79,  93,  230,  264,  266,  274,  293,  394,  415,  434; 
ft  attends  Congress,  xxiv,  5,  29;  elected  to  Congress,  xxiv;  portrait,  xxxii,  436;  on  Mis- 
sissippi River  navigation,  52-53;  committee  on  trade  regulation,  78,  207;  delegate  at- 
tendance, 98,  231,  387,  394,  437,  486;  foreign  affairs  committee,  152;  plans  litigation, 
265;  health,  385,  394;  mentioned,  41,  208,  233,  259,  296,  310,  334,  375,  376,  485 

Spain:  closes  Mississippi  River  navigation,  49-53,  64—66,  74-79,  99;  closure  of  Mississippi 
navigation  rumored,  594;  and  Barbary  States,  686;  mentioned,  242.  See  also  Charles  III; 
Floridablanca,  Jose  de  Monino  y  Redondo,  conde  de;  Gardoqui,  Don  Diego  Maria  de 

Spanish  Inquisition,  arrests  Jonas  Hartwell,  657,  663-64 

Spaulding,  E.  Wilder,  New  York  in  the  Critical  Period,  286 

Specie,  61 

Sprigg,  Richard,  208 

Stanhope,  Henry:  protests  Massachusetts  insults,  575,  583-84,  691-92;  mentioned,  581, 
632,  641 
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State  accounts:  North  Carolina  claims,  79;  Pennsylvania  claims,  81,  615,  653,  673-74; 
Rhode  Island  claims,  107;  appointment  of  additional  commissioners  urged,  145;  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  of  authorized,  230;  Virginia  commissioners  appointed, 
246,  303;  additional  commissioners  appointed,  484;  ordinance  for  settlement  of  de- 
bated, 499,  554,  652-53,  701;  settlement  delays  lamented,  586;  and  apportionment 
amendment,  595-97;  Virginia  claims,  634;  New  Hampshire  claims,  686;  and  interest 
credits,  690 

State  assumption  of  public  debt:  in  Pennsylvania,  178,  252,  298,  463;  in  Georgia,  252;  in 
Maryland,  252;  in  Newjersey,  252;  in  Rhode  Island,  276,  285-86 

Steamboat  navigation,  James  Rumsey  invention  demonstrated,  64-65,  205 

Steam,  Samuel,  appeals  conviction,  593 

Stelle,  Benjamin,  letter  to,  56 

Stephen,  Adam,  449 

Steptoe,  Thomas:  and  East  Indies  trade,  410-11;  mentioned,  540,  699 

Steuart,  James,  An  Inquiry  into  the  Principles  of  Political  Oeconomy,  660,  688 

Steuben,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  Ludolf  Gerhard  Augustin,  baron  von:  peace  establishment 
plans,  376;  mentioned,  110,  115,  259,  603 

Stevens  &  Hubbell,  334 

Stewart,  Mr.,  68 

Stewart,  Alexander,  234 

Stewart,  Charles:  letters  from,  289,  654;  letters  to,  38,  517;  H  attends  Congress,  xxiii; 
elected  to  Congress,  xxiii;  delegate  attendance,  39,  333;  urges  William  Livingston  to 
accept  diplomatic  post,  289;  mentioned,  233,  237,  327,  385,  474 

Stiles,  Benjamin:  identified,  683;  letter  to,  682 

Stockbridge  Indians,  162 

Stoddard,  Darius,  seeks  settlement  of  accounts,  505 

Stone,  Thomas:  letter  from,  104;  •&  elected  to  Congress,  xxi;  and  Massachusetts-New 
York  land  dispute,  58;  on  Henry  Carbery  extradition,  104-6;  mentioned,  71,  152, 
208,  268,  496 

Storer,  Charles,  675 

Storey,  Mr.,  374 

Story,  Isaac,  letter  to,  429 

Story,  John,  279 

Story.Joseph,  169,  187 

Stow,  Mr.,  645 

Strawberry  Hill,  208 

Strong,  Capt.,  28,  30 

Strong,  Jedediah,  elected  to  Congress,  xix,  373 

Stuart,  Archibald,  73 

Stuart,  Gilbert,  xxx,  xxxii 

Stuart  &  Barr,  94,  229,  259 

Sturges,  Jonathan:  identified,  139;  letter  to,  138;  -fr  elected  to  Congress,  xix,  570;  dele- 
gate attendance,  373,  570 

Stuyvesant,  Nicholas,  110 

Sugar,  price,  604 

Sullivan,  Ebenezer:  seeks  settlement  of  accounts,  184,  307;  appointed  Continental  sur- 
veyor, 413,  415,  528,  564,  566,  580;  nominated  Continental  surveyor,  561;  men- 
tioned, 599 

Sullivan,  James:  letters  to,  87,  173,  211,  370,  637,  650,  659,  681;  &  Massachusetts  land 
claim  agent,  39;  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  47-48,  55,  58,  92,  173, 
211-13,  370,  396,  399,  440,  637,  650,  659,  681;  mentioned,  322,  407,  429,  438,  610 

Sullivan, John  (Lt):  letter  to,  115;  mentioned,  104 

Summer,  Capt,  660 

Sumner,  Increase,  361 

Sumner,  Job,  appointed  commissioner  of  Continental  accounts,  475 
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Sunbury,  Pa.,  169 

Superintendent  of  Finance.  See  Morris,  Robert 

Surveys.  See  Ordinance  of  1 785 

Susquehanna  River,  673 

Susquehannah  Company,  and  Wyoming  Valley  dispute,  573 

Susquehannah  Co.  Papers,  44,  114,  163,  507,  573,  639 

Sweden:  appoints  consul  to  U.S.,  53,  239;  protests  American  trade  restrictions,  678 

Swett,  Mr.,  253 

Symmes,John  Cleves:  elected  to  Congress,  xxiii;  Continental  impost  committee,  180 

Talbot,  Silas,  233 

Tapley,  Mr.,  129 

Tariff.  See  Impost,  Continental 

Tate,  William:  letter  to,  413;  ft  seeks  Franklin  statehood,  119;  appointed  Continental 
surveyor,  413,  565;  mentioned,  376 

Tatum,  Absalom:  letter  to,  413;  ft  appointed  Continental  surveyor,  413,  564;  men- 
tioned, 376 

Taxation:  in  Virginia,  25;  methods  of  collection,  33-34;  in  New  Jersey,  333;  in  sup- 
port of  religion,  393;  in  Connecticut,  425,  639;  in  Massachusetts,  425;  in  Maryland, 
649;  in  Rhode  Island,  706;  mentioned,  17,  148,  273.  See  also  Impost,  Continental; 
Requisitions 

Tayler.John,  letter  to,  241 

Tazewell,  Henry,  454 

Telfair,  Edward:  elected  to  Congress,  xx;  mentioned,  675 

Teller,  Jacobus,  death  of,  3 

Terentia,  wife  of  Cicero,  314 

Thanksgiving  Day,  Continental  observances  discontinued,  713,  716 

Thayendanegea  (Joseph  Brant),  identified,  167 

Thomas,  Mr.,  645 

Thomas,  Hannah  (Mrs.John),  346 

Thomas,  Isaiah,  letter  to,  406 

Thompson,  William:  letter  to,  505;  ft  directed  to  settle  Darius  Stoddard  accounts,  505; 
mentioned,  492 

Thomson,  Charles:  letters  from,  13,  14,  15,  38,  41,  43,  80,  123,  131,  201,  202,  203,  209, 
223,  236,  237,  238,  242,  244,  245,  250,  260,  275,  282,  286,  287,  293,  295,  305,  313,  315, 
317,  330,  342,  343,  351,  352,  353,  389,  391,  395,  400,  411,  412,  413,  419,  420,  426,  427, 
428,  445,  446,  447,  455,  464,  465,  468,  469,  470,  474,  487,  488,  494,  496,  497,  501,  505, 
508,  511,  519,  522,  524,  526,  532,  537,  543,  546,  547,  549,  550,  553,  564,  565,  572,  575, 
584,  593,  595,  597,  601,  606,  622,  624,  627,  628,  629,  632,  633,  644,  645,  659,  662,  665, 
666,  668,  669,  670,  681,  689,  695,  702,  716,  720,  721;  letters  to,  258,  309,  565,  579; 
memorandum  book,  53,  121,  160,  231,  309,  374,  388,  423,  492,  548,  626;  ft  orders 
newspaper  subscriptions  for  Congress,  43,  244;  urges  Pennsylvania  compliance  with 
Continental  requisition,  81;  criticizes  Pennsylvania  fiscal  policy,  123;  cancels  newspa- 
per subscriptions,  236,  317-18;  scientific  interests,  250-51;  health,  282;  on  increase  of 
secretarial  duties,  305-7;  returns  home,  307;  moves  to  New  York,  352-53,  388-89;  in- 
troduces Robert  Edge  Pine,  353;  seeks  additional  space  for  Congress,  391;  on 
strengthening  Continental  authority,  519-22;  solicits  printing  bids,  601-2;  maintains 
secret  journal,  627;  on  French  ownership  of  U.S.  real  estate,  627;  secretarial  responsi- 
bilities increased,  628;  recommends  abolition  of  slavery,  716;  mentioned,  6,  50,  52, 
71,  82,  106,  142,  327,  328,  331,  369,  398,  437,  441,  478,  545,  580,  649,  650,  655,  708. 
See  also  Secretary  of  Congress 

Thomson,  Elizabeth,  pension  payments,  162 

Thomson,  Hannah  Harrison  (Mrs.  Charles):  letters  to,  282,  305,  313;  correspondence 
of,  307 

Thruston,  Charles,  449 
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Tileston,  Mr.,  680 

Tillotson,  Thomas,  nominated  treasury  commissioner,  322 

Tilton,  James:  elected  to  Congress,  xix;  appointed  Continental  loan  officer,  695 

Timothy,  Anne,  238,  311 

Tinker,  Stephen,  229,  334 

Tobacco,  33,  36,  67,  531,558 

Towner,  Mr.,  646 

Trade:  with  Canada,  4;  with  Great  Britain,  22,  25,  27,  101,  242,  379,  418,  433;  exchange 
rates  studied,  45;  with  France,  69,  418;  commercial  treaties  sought,  78,  101-2,  137, 
185,  217,  224,  242,  248-49,  379,  462,  531,  539-40,  588;  congressional  regulation  of 
proposed,  78,  153,  207,  323,  369,  391-92,  396,  461,  475,  516,  522,  529,  531-33,  541, 
557,  559-60,  562,  588,  606,  639,  671,  680,  719;  with  Austria,  242;  with  Denmark,  242; 
with  Portugal,  242;  with  Prussia,  242;  with  Russia,  242;  with  Spain,  242,  418;  with  Al- 
giers, 243;  with  Genoa,  243;  with  Hamburg,  243;  with  Morocco,  243;  with  Naples,  243; 
with  Rome,  243;  with  Sardinia,  243;  with  Saxony,  243;  with  Tripoli,  243;  with  Tunis, 
243;  with  Turkey,  243;  with  Tuscany,  243;  with  Venice,  243;  Barbary  States  threat  to, 
255;  with  French  West  Indies,  300,  335;  duties  on  Canadian  imports  proposed,  322; 
with  China,  390,  393,  397,  403-4,  406,  410,  418,  456,  465;  Mediterranean  ports 
opened  to  U.S.,  481-82;  state  restrictions  on  British  imports,  509,  555,  690-91,  714, 
718;  U.S.-Prussian  treaty,  529,  631,  680;  U.S.-Tuscan  negotiations,  529,  556;  and  Euro- 
pean drought,  531;  southern  states'  free  trade  interest,  531;  and  Barbary  States  nego- 
tiations, 556;  U.S.-Prussian  negotiations,  556;  most  favored  nation  principle  debated, 
560,  563;  restrictions  on  British  imports  urged,  561;  American  restrictions  protested, 
678;  Anglo-American  negotiations,  686,  698,  706;  mentioned,  544.  See  aho  Commis- 
sioners for  commercial  negotiations;  Impost,  Continental 

Treadwell,  John:  elected  to  Congress,  xix,  570;  delegate  attendance,  570 

Treasurer,  Continental,  delays  removal  of  office  to  New  York,  466,  549 

Treasury:  annual  audits  ordered,  470,  472.  See  also  Board  of  treasury 

Treaty  of  Fort  Mcintosh  (1785),  26,  198,  230,  232,  235,  251,  277,  374,  394,  415,  660 

Treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix  (1784):  negotiated  with  Six  Nations,  23-27,  29-31,  40,  86; 
hostages  provisions  explained,  166-67;  mentioned,  134,  198,  235,  251,  325,  374,  394, 
415,  660 

Treaty  of  Paris  (1783):  violations  of,  4-5,  24,  27,  72,  185,  215,  256,  266-67,  282,  426; 
debt  provisions,  24,  90,  122,  189,  281-82;  interpretation  of  disputed,  88;  and  evacua- 
tion of  slaves,  90;  loyalist  provisions,  189;  and  United  States-New  Brunswick  boundary, 
642;  mentioned,  31.  See  also  Frontier  posts 

Trenton,  N.J.:  adjournment  to,  xxviii;  congressional  session  at,  6,  37;  adjournment  from 
proposed,  65-66,  74;  mentioned,  139,  318 

Tripoli:  negotiations  with  proposed,  231;  negotiations  with  authorized,  290;  mentioned, 
226,  243,  556,  686 

Trumbull,  John  (1756-1843),  xxxi,  xxxv 

Trumbull,  Jonathan,  Jr.,  249,  307,  308,  325 

Trumbull,  Jonathan,  Sr.,  425 

Tudor,  William:  urges  congressional  regulation  of  trade,  369;  mentioned,  316 

Tugaloo  River,  427 

Tunis:  negotiations  with  proposed,  231;  negotiations  with  authorized,  290;  mentioned, 
226,  243,  556,  686 

Tupper,  Benjamin,  appointed  Continental  surveyor,  483,  564 

Turkey,  243 ' 

Turnbull,  Marmie  &  Co.,  purchases  Fort  Pitt,  491-92,  558 

Turner,  George,  95 

Turner,  Zephaniah:  resignation,  246;  mentioned,  303 

Tuscany:  opens  port  to  U.S.  trade,  481-82;  and  U.S.  trade  negotiations,  529;  men- 
tioned, 243 

Tuscarora  Indians:  cede  land  claims,  673;  mentioned,  26 

Twightwee  Indians,  251,  293 
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Twining,  Nathaniel:  and  postal  proposal,  578;  mentioned,  23 
Tyler,  John,  702,  710 

Unadilla  River,  673 

United  Provinces.  See  Netherlands,  United  Provinces  of  the 

The  United  States  Chronicle,  602 

University  of  Edinburgh,  546 

Van  Dam,  Miss,  269 

Van  Dam,  Mr.,  110 

Van  Dam,  Caty,  513 

Vanderlyn,  John,  xxxiv 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas:  letters  to,  13,  38,  41,  63,  85,  125,  223,  275,  286,  343,  363,  41 1,  420, 
447,  528,  537,  547,  584,  595,  597,  606,  624,  669,  689,  702,  720;  it  and  Massachusetts- 
New  York  land  dispute,  47-48,  84,  444 

Van  Home,  David,  xxxi 

Van  Voorhis,  Daniel:  identified,  87;  letter  to,  87 

Vattel,  Emmerich  de,  The  Law  of  Nations,  688 

Vaughan,  Mr.,  646 

Venice,  243 

Vergennes,  Charles  Gravier,  comte  de:  fears  default  of  American  loans,  155;  recom- 
mends Louis-Guillaume  Otto,  619;  negotiates  consular  convention,  666;  mentioned, 
70,  187,332,441,487 

Vermont:  separatists  opposed,  695;  statehood  proposed,  696;  and  Mooretown  grant, 
697;  mentioned,  59,  179,  227,  349,  456,  710 

Vernon,  William,  700 

Verplanck,  Mrs.,  109,  110,  269 

Verplanck,  Gulian,  110,  165,  443,  513,  535,  646 

Vickers,  Samuel,  479 

Vincennes,  198,  234,  251,  277,  285,  293,  381,  383,  394,  455,  484,  512 

Vining,  John:  letters  from,  63,  528;  it  attends  Congress,  xix;  elected  to  Congress,  xix; 
grand  committee,  45;  delegate  attendance,  63,  623,  703;  delegate  expenses,  63;  rec- 
ommends Delaware  Gazette,  238;  mentioned,  375 

Virginia:  and  peace  treaty  violations,  5;  taxation,  17,  25;  delegate  election  law  revision 
sought,  34-35,  89;  seeks  settlement  of  Continental  accounts,  246;  and  facilities  al- 
lowance, 300;  additional  accounts  commissioner  appointed,  303,  447;  seeks  reim- 
bursement for  territorial  expenses,  304,  386,  478,  503;  and  western  separatists,  349; 
military  bounty  lands,  365;  Continental  surveyor  for  appointed,  413,  428,  564;  op- 
poses Kentucky  separatists,  417;  proposes  paper  currency  emission,  527,  576,  677;  and 
Kentucky  statehood,  577,  710;  adopts  apportionment  amendment,  596;  considers 
seeking  foreign  loans,  602;  antislavery  sentiment  in,  606;  and  Indian  treaty  expenses, 
630;  militia,  682.  See  also  Harrison,  Benjamin;  Henry,  Patrick 

Virginia  Assembly:  instructs  delegates  on  Mississippi  navigation,  49;  protests  British  re- 
moval of  slaves,  90;  opposes  western  separatists,  120,  71 1;  grants  Washington  Potomac 
and  James  River  Co.  stock,  261-64;  incorporates  Episcopal  Church,  701;  funds 
Samuel  Hardy  funeral,  702 

Virginia  delegates:  letters  from,  189,  303,  394,  484,  701;  letter  to,  237;  it  delegate  ex- 
penses, 36;  oppose  federal  capital  construction,  183;  and  federal  capital  location, 
190-92;  request  additional  accounts  commissioner,  484;  attendance,  548,  623,  703; 
sign  Arthur  Lee  bond,  647 

Von  Heer,  Bartholomew,  161 

Wabash  Indians,  251 

Waddle,  Mr.,  265 

Wadsworth,  Benjamin:  identified,  355;  letter  to,  354 

Wadsworth,  James:  elected  to  Congress,  xix,  570;  mentioned,  71 
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Wadsworth,  Jeremiah:  letter  to,  291;  letter  quoted,  292;  mentioned,  110,  592,  631 

Walden,  Frederick,  coinage  proposal,  530,  609,  618 

Waldo,  Samuel,  483 

Waldo  Patent,  and  Henry  Knox  land  claim,  483 

Walker,  Benjamin,  nominated  secretary  at  war,  258 

Walker,  Thomas:  petitions  Congress,  271;  mentioned,  672 

Wallace,  David  D.,  Life  of  Henry  Laurens,  30 

Wallace,  Johnson  &  Muir,  337,  410,  699 

Wallcut,  Thomas:  letter  to,  658;  seeks  additional  compensation  as  hospital  steward,  658, 

717 
Walton,  George,  denounces  Georgia  opposition  to  Continental  impost,  349-50,  362 
Ward,  Harry  M.,  The  Department  of  War,  1781-1795,  170 

War  department:  impotence  lamented,  37;  ordered  to  suspend  sale  of  military  stores, 
53;  neglects  troops,  70;  ordinance  adopted,  160;  revival  urged,  169-70;  Henry  Knox 
appointed  secretary,  254-55,  258-60,  359;  secretary's  salary  debated,  258,  270-71; 
moves  offices  to  New  York,  260;  mentioned,  509.  See  also  Carleton,  Joseph;  Knox, 
Henry 
Warrand.John,  440 

Warren,  James:  letters  to,  13,  82,  429,  515;  mentioned,  22,  162,  692 
Warren,  Mercy  Otis  (Mrs.  James),  letter  to,  417 
Warren,  Winslow,  seeks  consular  appointment,  515 

Washington,  George:  letters  to,  27,  88,  117,  198,  205,  223,  256,  261,  338,  345,  352,  353, 
371,  377,  379,  383,  488,  526,  529,  541,  619,  654,  678;  it  and  Dismal  Swamp  develop- 
ment, 7-8;  witnesses  steamboat  demonstration,  64—65,  205-6;  acknowledges  pam- 
phlet gift,  117;  forwards  Lady  Huntington's  Indian  mission  proposal,  223-25;  and 
slave  evacuation  rolls,  258,  351-52;  granted  Potomac  andjames  River  Co.  stock,  261- 
64;  bust  of  executed,  315;  bust  of  shipped,  388;  elected  president  of  Potomac  River 
Co.,  451-52,  456;  on  congressional  regulation  of  trade,  543;  purchases  dogs,  619;  pre- 
sented with  Spanish  jackass,  663;  and  Houdon  bust  of,  709,  712,  717;  mentioned,  48, 
164,  310,  325,  329,  330,  418,  495,  511,  536 
Washington  County,  Va.,  separatist  movement  opposed,  120 
Waters,  Edward,  accounts,  468 

Watlington,  Patricia,  The  Partisan  Spirit:  Kentucky  Politics,  1779-1792,  120,  579 
Watt,  John,  Jr.,  425 
Watts,  Robert,  110 

Weare,  Meshech:  letters  to,  13,  38,  41,  51,  85,  97,  110,  114,  125,  153,  223,  225,  275,  295, 
342,  343,  411,  414,  420,  445,  447;  it  reports  counterfeiting,  104;  mentioned,  235,  484, 
580 
Webb,  Samuel  B.:  letter  to,  585;  it  seeks  Continental  appointment,  586;  mentioned,  387 
Webster,  Luke,  letters  to,  204,  530 
Webster,  Sarah  Holten  (Mrs.  Luke),  530 
Weedon,  George,  708 
Wentworth,  Benning,  697 
Wereatjohn,  475 

Weslager,  Clinton  A.,  The  Delaware  Indians:  A  History,  469 
Western  claims.  See  Lands,  western 
West  Florida,  Georgia  encroachment  on,  505 

West  Indies.  See  Antigua;  Barbadoes;  Bermuda;  Cuba;  Havana;  Jamaica;  Martinique 
West  Point:  garrison  plans,  37;  provisioning,  70,  420,  488;  Invalid  Corps  discharged, 

615-16;  mentioned,  26 
Wheat,  531 

Wheeler,  Bennett,  submits  printing  proposal,  602 
Whipple,  Catharine  Moffatt  (Mrs.  William),  170 

Whipple,  Job:  letters  to,  95,  351;  it  petitions  Congress,  95,  351;  mentioned,  310 
Whipple,  William,  will  probated,  39,  129,  170 
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White,  Alexander,  448 

White,  James,  delegate  attendance,  624 

White,  Richard,  The  Middle  Ground:  Indians,  Empires,  and  Republics  in  the  Great  Lakes  Re- 
gion, 5 

White  Eyes,  George,  469 

Wiatt,  George,  letter  to,  561 

Wiley,  Alexander,  seeks  Franklin  statehood,  119 

Willard,  Joseph,  letter  to,  668 

Willet,  Capt.,  283 

Williams,  Capt.,  497 

Williams,  George:  identified,  621;  letter  to,  620 

Williams,  Mascoll,  letter  to,  55 

Williams,  Samuel  C,  History  of  the  Lost  State  of  Franklin,  1 20,  437 

Williams,  William,  elected  to  Congress,  xix 

Williamsburg,  Va.,  as  site  of  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute  hearing,  48,  93,  112, 
121,  126,  128,  131,  141,  143,  161,  177,  186,  208,  249,  300,  318,  385,  399,  447,  638,  656, 
697,  722 

Williamson,  Hugh:  letters  from,  7,  63,  205,  240,  296,  330,  337,  485;  letter  to,  113;  #  at- 
tends Congress,  xxiv,  5-6,  29;  elected  to  Congress,  xxiv,  231;  land  interests,  7-11,  240; 
author  of  The  Plea  of  the  Colonies,  11;  Fort  Stanwix  Treaty  committee,  40;  grand  com- 
mittee, 45,  149;  committee  on  half-pay  benefits,  62;  and  Dismal  Swamp  development, 
63;  scientific  interests,  64-65;  cipher  letter,  65;  committee  on  steam  navigation,  65, 
205;  counterfeiting  committee,  104;  and  Wyoming  Valley  claims,  113;  Indian  affairs 
committee,  137;  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  142;  foreign  affairs  com- 
mittee, 153;  on  hospital  department  claims,  171;  proposes  congressional  newspaper 
subscriptions,  237;  committee  on  Continental  claims,  276;  on  western  land  ordi- 
nance, 337;  delegate  attendance,  385;  on  North  Carolina  cession,  437;  returns  home, 
485;  mentioned,  32,  198,  233,  249,  259,  310,  375,  435 

Willing,  Mr.,  sued  by  Elbridge  Gerry,  500,  514,  538,  598,  688 

Willing,  Hewes  &  Swanwick,  268 

Willink,Jan,  312 

Willink,  Wilhem,  312 

Willis,  Nathaniel,  188 

Willoughby,  Matthew,  seeks  Franklin  statehood,  119 

Wilmington,  Del.,  139,  208,  249,  318 

Wilson,  Alexander,  567 

Wilson,  James:  letter  from,  175;  letter  to,  501;  ■&  attends  Congress,  xxv;  elected  to 
Congress,  xxv;  and  Massachusetts-New  York  land  dispute,  47,  56,  279,  317;  and 
Wyoming  Valley  dispute,  175,  506;  delegate  attendance,  507,  623,  703;  writes  Consider- 
ations on  the  Bank  of  North-America,  607;  mentioned,  311,  431,  517,  538,  574,  626 
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